
ChinaInsight
Fostering business and cultural harmony between China and the U.S.

VOL. 21 NO. 2

Books
Business & Economy
Education
Events
Food
Language
News
Points of View
Pronouncements
Sports

February 2022

Lunar New Year Events, p. 15-18

In This Issue

Education, p. 8

12-13
4-5, 8, 11

8
15-18

10
9-10
3, 15

6-7
2

14-15

Food, p. 10

chinainsight.info

Community

Second phase of St. Paul’s Liu Ming Yuan
By Bill Zajicek, Minnesota China Friendship Garden Society | February 2022 Sports, p. 14
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Happy Chinese New Year!

Saint Paul Department 
of Parks & Recreation De-
sign & Construction Group 
is leading the design-com-
munity engagement pro-
cess for the second phase 
of the St. Paul-Changsha 
China Friendship Garden.  
The goal: construction 
documents in Spring. 

The process facilitated 
by Brett Hussong and oth-
ers from the Design & Con-
struction Group has held 
five community meetings 
to critique design features in Phase II.  The 
critique is then passed on to Hunan Jianke, 
our Sister City Chinese Garden Architects.  

Four main features for the 
second phase
• Hmong Plaza
• A Chinese Moon Bridge 
• Extension of the Pavilion Garden with 
Moon gate wall, and 
• A permanent Donor Wall. 

There is also a fourth access to the pa-
vilion directly from the Phalen Lake side, 
which will include a Chinese Chess Table. 

You can review all the meetings and 
associated design documents by using this 
link.  If you wish to attend the next design 
review meeting or have any comments about 
the design, please contact Brett Hussong, 
brett.hussong@ci.stpaul.mn.us, or me, Bill 
Zajicek, president of the Minnesota China 
Friendship Garden Society at mcfgs@
mnchinagarden.org.

Last chance to be 
a Phase I ground-
breaker

Meanwhile, if there 
ever was a good problem 
to have, the donations to 
the Ground Breaker donor 
category for the first phase 
of the garden is in the 
middle of it!  Because of 
popular demand, previous 
donors requested that they 
be allowed to move up to 
the next level of donation 

before it is closed out!  Therefore, deadline 
for donations has been extended to Feb. 28.

This will be the last chance to be a 
ground breaker at $ 1,000 or to reach a 
higher level of donation within the Ground 
Breaker Category.  If you are interested, go 
to mnchinagarden.org to make a donation 
or request further information. 

Donor levels and categories will be 
different for the second phase of the Liu 
Ming Yuan. ♦

https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/design-construction/current-projects/phalen-regional-park-china
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/design-construction/current-projects/phalen-regional-park-china
mailto:brett.hussong%40ci.stpaul.mn.us?subject=
mailto:mcfgs%40mnchinagarden.org?subject=
mailto:mcfgs%40mnchinagarden.org?subject=
https://mnchinagarden.org/
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Your input can help determine how ChinaInsight 
will be produced in the future…                                                                                     
Is this the end or a new beginning?
By Greg Hugh

As we welcome the Chinese New Year 
of the Tiger, we encourage you to celebrate 
by attending a few of the events that are 
being held throughout the Twin Cities. 
Unfortunately, many organizations, due to 
concerns over the pandemic, have chosen 
to limit their celebrations or completely 
cancelled them but many of them are listed 
on pages 15-18 of our digital tabloid.

 As we continue our regular produc-
tion schedule, we begin our 21st year of 
publishing and continue our mission of 
promoting cultural and business understand-
ing between China and the U.S. along with 
providing a bridge between the Chinese 
and American communities of the Twin 
Cities area. However, we also are going to 
be making some hard decisions concerning 
continuing our mission or not.  If we con-
tinue, what direction should we go?

Although ChinaInsight began as a free, 
printed newspaper back in 2001, it continues 
now to be available digitally at 
www.chinainsight.info. For those of you 
that are not familiar with ChinaInsight, we 
are proud that during the previous 20 years 
to have been involved with the following:
• The St Paul-Changsha China Friend-
ship Garden, poetically known as 柳 明 
園 (Liu Ming Yuan), Lub Vaj Phooj Ywg 
(Garden of Friendship), and Garden of 
Whispering Willows & Flowing Waters, 
is a community-based, volunteer-driven 
public garden developed through long-term 
collaboration among the Minnesota China 
Friendship Garden Society (MCFGS), the 
St. Paul Department of Parks & Recreation, 
the Phalen Park neighborhood, and Twin 
Cities Hmong and Chinese communities. 
The city of Changsha is St Paul’s sister city 
in south China.

• In collaboration with the Chinese Heritage 
Foundation, established A Passage to China 
in 2008 which  became an annual event at 
Mall of America that promotes Chinese 
history, culture and customs through inter-
active activities for all ages with over 40 
organizations from throughout the Twin 
Cities communities participating as a FREE 
event for the general public
• Planned and hosted a forum on how to 
do business in China with speakers from 
Zhejiang Province
• Developed a relationship with a WTO 
Training delegation from Zhejiang, China 
to promote business relationships between 
Zhejiang and Minnesota
• Sponsored events held by the Chinese 
American Association of Minnesota, Asian 
Media Access, Dragon Festival and the 
China Center at the University of Minnesota
• Sponsored and partnered with the Min-
nesota Timberwolves to promote all Tim-
berwolves and Houston Rockets games 
featuring Yao Ming since 2002 resulting in 
the Timberwolves’ sponsorship of a China 
Expo at the Target Center in March 2004
• Assisted and accompanied Governor Jesse 
Ventura on the trade mission to China in 
2002

ChinaInsight is proud over the years 
to have been involved in initiating events 
such as these in spite of tepid support from 
the community that provides minimum 
communications or advertising support. 
Consequently we have relied on a dedicated 
volunteer staff which reduces our financial 
burden since this is what we have chosen to 
do to support the community.

That being said, as ChinaInsight begins 
its twenty-second year of publishing, we 
are soliciting comments from our targeted 
readers as to how our mission statement 
could be updated to better reflect current 
relations between the U.S. and the Peoples 
Republic of China (PRC) which has become 
more confrontational on many fronts. We 
have typically remained neutral on most is-
sues that affect these two countries over the 
years. Would like to see us take a different 
approach? Why?

 The U.S.-China relationship is the 
most complex bilateral relationship for 
the United States. Over the last 30 years, 
Sino-American relations have undergone an 
impressive transformation from animosity 
and conflict to candid dialogue and con-
structive cooperation. These two vast and 
complicated countries have found limited 
common ground on issues of trade, invest-
ment and, more recently, security. But key 
issues remain unresolved, and the potential 
for troubling divergence is real as China be-
comes an economic powerhouse, a military 
force in Asia, and a potential rival to U.S. 
hegemony. What role should ChinaInsight 
take covering these future developments?

Although there is not too much we 
can do to change whatever trajectory is in 
motion, the Chinese community needs to 
become more proactive and become more 
involved as citizens by getting involved in 
politics, charitable giving and other activi-
ties to shatter the “model minority” label 
and work together instead as factions within 
their own communities.

A l s o ,  w e 
would like to 
see ChinaIn-
sight grow so 
would be inter-
ested hearing 
from those that would be interested in join-
ing us as a staff member or as an investor 
or join us a board member if that would be 
of any interest. 

It is a popular tradition to set New Year's 
resolutions at the beginning of the year, 
however we have been planning a revamp 
of our format over the past year and would 
welcome your input to assist us in continu-
ing to make ChinaInsight as relevant as pos-
sible to our readers so we would appreciate 
it if you would make it a resolution to put 
this on your to-do list for 2022.

Please contact me directly at 
ghugh@chinainsight or 612-723-4872 
with your comments.

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
https://www.chinainsight.info/
mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight?subject=
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Earnings up Second Chinese New Year 
under the pandemic  

Burner phones

One-dose vax AI prosecutor

Old is new 

China’s leading SUV and light-truck 
maker, Great Wall Motor Co., experienced 
rising profit and booming sales in 2021.  
The automaker saw a 26.47% increase in 
profit from the previous year to US$1.07 
billion.  Comparatively, China’s auto market 
increased by 3.8% to 26 million vehicles.

Its shipments increased 15.2% to 1.28 
million vehicles in 2021.  Close to 60% of 
those were SUV, and approximately 10% 
were its electric sedan.

Great Wall faces stiff competition from 
other Chinese EV upstarts such as NIO, 
XPeng and Li Auto.

Great Wall invested $1.9 billion into 
the Brazilian car market where it will build 
EVs when the Sao Paulo plant opens in the 

second half of 2023.  It anticipates produc-
ing 100,000 units a year at that plant and 
create 2,000 local jobs.

In addition to Brazil, Great Wall also 
has production facilities in Russia and 
Thailand♦

U.S. Olympic athletes going to Beijing 
were advised in September and December 
to leave their primary personal phones at 
home.  Instead, using temporary “burner” 
phones while in China was recommended 
to avoid being spied on.  The advisory 
told athletes “Every device, communica-
tion, transaction and online activity may 
be monitored. … Your device(s) may also 
be compromised with malicious software, 

which could negatively impact future use.”
U.S. is not the only country that had 

advised against cyber-surveillance and mali-
cious software attacks at the Beijing Games.  
According to the Wall Street Journal, Cana-
da, Britain and the Netherlands are a few of 
the other countries who have recommended 
their athletes leave their personal devices 
at home and dispose of temporary devices 
when they leave China.  Also recommended 
was to store as little personal data on their 
temporary devices as possible.

However, the government advice is just 
that.  Athletes and staff can “make their 
own choice as to whether they take their 
personal devices to the Games, or not,” as 
indicated by the various countries’ Olympic 
Associations.

Of course Beijing is not the first and only 
location where cyber security concerns are 
raised.  It’s just that China’s habit for mass 
surveillance of its own citizens and foreign 
visitors is well known in the west. ♦

The Shanghai Pudong Procuratorate, 
China’s largest prosecutor’s office, is testing 
a computer that uses artificial intelligence 
to charge cases with 97% accuracy.  Based 
on written case notes, the computer can 
charge some of the most common crimes 
such as credit card fraud, reckless driving, 
impeding official responsibilities, theft, 

provoking disputes.
The lead scientist of the project said 

the system can, “substitute prosecutors in 
the decision-making process.”  The system 
can assess the strength of evidence, the cir-
cumstances surrounding the arrest, and the 
public danger posed by a suspect.

The case against a suspect is based on 
1,000 “traits” extracted from human-gener-
ated case description language. The machine 
converts the text into a mathematical or 
geometric style that the computer can un-
derstand.  The evidence is then evaluated by 
AI technology.  Approximately 17,000 vases 
were used to “teach” the machine from2015 
to 2020.  With updates, the AI prosecutor is 
expected to become more effective.

Not everyone is on board.  There is at 
least one prosecutor in Guangzhou who 
expressed reservations about using AI to 
file charges. ♦

Stylish caves  
As part of China’s rural rejuvenation 

project, global and domestic designers and 
architects have been invited to participate 
in Shanghai’s Low Carbon Inn Design 
Competition initiated by multiple Chinese 
universities to help convert traditional cave 
dwellings in north China’s mountainous 
region into stylish homestay inns as part of 
China’s “rural vitalization” campaign.

The inns are required to exhibit in-
novative designs that retain the traditional 
appearance of the cave dwellings with low 
carbon consumption during the renovation 
process and operation.  It is hoped the reno-

vated cave homes will attract tourists who 
wish to experience living in stylish caves.

There are approximately 40 vacant and 
dilapidated cave dwellings alone in the 
Donwangxiang Village alone ready to be 
converted into modern residences.  Renova-
tion costs are limited to a paltry US$23,580.  
The top award 
is US$7,870.  

D e s i g n s 
s h o u l d  b e 
submitted by 
M a r c h  2 1 , 
2022.♦

With COVID still ongoing, and Beijing 
hosting the 2022 Winter Olympics, Chinese 
New Year celebrations are in check in China.  
Certain cities’ officials have warned their 
residents of being detained and fined if 
caught traveling unnecessarily.  

At least 20 million Chinese in the 
country are in lockdown.  The zero-COVID 
policy will probably stay in place until the 
Winter Olympics are over.  As of Jan. 28, 
14 Chinese provinces have reported COVID 
infections.

Chinese New Year season is known as 
“the biggest annual movement of humanity” 
as hundreds of millions of rural Chinese who 
migrated to the cities for work take this pro-
longed holiday to return to visit their fami-
lies.  The Chinese government forecasted 
1.2 billion trips during this holiday season, 
an increase of 36% from the previous year.  
This year, people who travel are required to 
show a negative result of a virus test within 
48 hours before departure.  All travelers 
are tracked by “health code” software on 
smartphones that records where they go and 
the results of virus tests.

Travel rules change frequently and vary 
from city to city.  This leaves citizens con-
fused and frustrated.

For those stuck at home, there are a 
host of online entertainment being jointly 
presented by Shanghai’s culture and tourism 
administration, and the Center for China 
Shanghai International Arts Festival begin-
ning Jan. 31 through Feb. 15.  According 
to the organizers, the variety of programs 
will please any performing arts and Chinese 
culture lover.  Programs include contempo-
rary and classical dances, concerts, an acro-
batic show, exhibitions and a documentary 

showcasing Shanghai’s crafts and cultural 
heritage.

To “extend the merry atmosphere” of 
Chinese New Year to people around the 
world, the programs are presented in six 
languages: Chinese English, French, Ger-
man, Italian and Spanish.

Of course, no Chinese New Year pro-
gramming is complete without mentioning 
CCTV’s Spring Festival Gala, which has 
been described as “like a silk ribbon con-
necting the hearts of Chinese people across 
the world.”  It will start broadcasting live at 
8 p.m. on Chinese New Year's Eve.

According to China Daily, “This year's 
gala will highlight technological innova-
tions.  For example, a 720-degree dome 
made of LED screens will offer the audience 
an immersive viewing experience.  Latest 
technology like AR, XR, and 8K technology, 
currently the highest ultra-high-definition 
resolution in digital television and digital 
cinematography, will also be used.”

Despite muted celebrations, family 
gatherings and travels for family reunions 
will take place.  Chinese believe in uphold-
ing traditions and Chinese New Year is the 
most important festival for the Chinese.♦

Production of a one-dose coronavirus 
vaccine, named Convidecia, has begun in 
Shanghai by a pharmaceutical joint venture.

Health authorities believe this one-dose 
vaccine is more convenient for individuals 
on a tight schedule and, so, can facilitate 

faster mass vaccination.  A 50,000-square-
meter production facility was built espe-
cially for manufacturing this vaccine at great 
speed – under 10 months from establishing 
the joint venture to beginning production.  
Cleaning, sterilization, bottling, capping and 
inspection are all automated using advanced 
intelligent manufacturing technology and 
information sensing equipment.  Weighing 
the bottles to ensure the vaccine amount 
in each vial is accurate is one procedure 
performed by operators.

The factory has established stable, ef-
ficient drug production and a quality man-
agement system.  It can achieve an annual 
production capacity of 200 million doses of 
the vaccine, with an efficacy rate of 63.7% 
14 days after inoculation. ♦

Traditional Chi-
nese clothing are mak-
ing a come-back in 
China, if only around 
Chinese New Year!

It’s customary to 
dress in new clothes 
from head to toe on 
Chinese New Year’s 
Day to signify a fresh 
start.  However, wear-
ing new traditional Chinese clothes to cel-
ebrate the New Year has become a unique 
way to observe tradition and be fashionable 
at the same time! 

 A store owner that sells traditional 
clothes said there had been a constant flow 

of customers since 
early January, many 
being repeat custom-
ers.  Popular items 
are clothes that are 
made from soft fabric 
with festive colors and 
embroidered with Chi-
nese classical patterns 
like tigers, gourds and 
auspicious clouds.

For residents in Shenfang Ancient Town 
in Hebei Province, they are buying and 
wearing qipaos and Tang suits in droves.  
Children are often dressed in traditional 
clothing when paying Chinese New Year 
visits. ♦ 



PAGE 4 / February 2022 business & economy www.chinainsight.info

Wealth of the world: Top billionaires in China and Hong 
Kong 2022
February 2022

The Middle Kingdom now has 626 bil-
lionaires, up from 388 in 2020, and is only 
second to the United States, which has 724 
billionaires.

The 2022 list saw 205 newbies added 
as a result of China’s soaring stock market 
and recovery from the Covid-19 outbreak.  
Another 53 who had slid off the list in prior 
years made it back this time.

Hong Kong and Macau are not included 
in China’s count.

Top 10 self-made richest people 
from mainland China

Zhong Shanshan

Net Worth: $80.2B
Age: 67
Source of Wealth: beverages, pharmaceu-
ticals
Residence: Hangzhou, China
Citizenship: China

His fortune grew by 3,345% when his 
bottled-water company, Nongfu Spring, 
went public in September 2020, giving 
him the year’s highest percentage gain and 
became China’s new richest person.

Beijing Wantai Biological Pharmacy, 
which went public on the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange in April 2020, is also chaired by 
Zhong.

Zhang Yiming

Net Worth: $59.4B
Age: 38
Source of Wealth: TikTok
Residence: Beijing, China
Citizenship: China
Education: Bachelor of Engineering, Nan-
kai University

Zhang Yiming is the creator and former 
CEO and chairman of ByteDance, one of 
China’s major media content platforms.

In 2020, the privately owned business 
raised new investment money at a $180 
billion value; Zhang maintains a 22 % 
ownership in ByteDance.

Sequoia Capital China is a shareholder 
in ByteDance, which is best known for its 
news app Toutiao and social video platform 
TikTok.

Zhang was named to the Forbes China 
30 Under 30 List in 2013.

Robin Zeng 
Net Worth: $52.9B
Age: 53
Source of Wealth: batteries

Residence: Ningde, China
Citizenship: Hong Kong
Education: Doctorate, Chinese Academy 
of Sciences’ Institute of Physics

Contemporary Amperex Technology 
(CATL), headquartered in Ningde, Fujian 
Province, is one of the world’s major pro-
viders of batteries for electric vehicles, was 
founded and led by Zeng.

CATL, which debuted on the Shenzhen 
Stock Exchange in 2018, counts BMW, 
Volkswagen, and Geely among its clients.

Ma Huateng 

Net Worth: $49.1B
Age: 50
Source of Wealth: internet media
Residence: Shenzhen, China
Citizenship: China
Education: Bachelor of Arts/Science, Shen-
zhen University

Ma launched Tencent in 1998 with 
four classmates with an instant messaging 
platform, QQ.

With the public offering of video-shar-
ing app Kuaishou in February 2021, Ma’s 
web-media conglomerate Tencent, which 
holds shares in Tesla, Snap and Spotify, 
scored another victory.

Tencent owns 18% of the Hong Kong-
listed company and is best known for 
its messaging and social media program 
WeChat.

Jack Ma 

Net Worth: $36.4B
Age: 57
Source of Wealth: e-commerce
Residence: Hangzhou, China
Citizenship: China
Education: Bachelor of Arts/Science, 
Hangzhou Teacher’s Institute

Jack Ma, a former English teacher, co-
founded Alibaba Group, one of the largest 
e-commerce companies in the world.

In September 2019, Ma stepped down 
as executive chairman.

On Nov. 3, 2020, Hong Kong and 
Shanghai regulators delayed a planned ini-

tial public offering (IPO) of fintech firm Ant 
Group, in which Ma is the largest individual 
stakeholder.

Aside from Alibaba, Ma has an interest 
in Huayi Brothers, a Chinese media and 
entertainment conglomerate.

Alibaba’s IPO in New York in 2014 
broke the record for the world’s largest 
public stock offering, raising $25 billion. 

He Xiangjian 

Net Worth: $33.4B 
Age: 79
Source of Wealth: home appliances
Residence: Foshan, China
Citizenship: China

Midea Group, founded by He Xiangjian, 
has grown to become one of the world’s 
largest appliance manufacturers.

In 1968, he organized a group of 23 
citizens from Beijiao, Guangdong Province, 
to establish Midea, a lid manufacturing 
workshop.

Midea Group, whose stock is traded on 
the Shenzhen Stock Exchange, now has 
more than 200 subsidiaries, including Kuka, 
a robotics company based in Germany.

In 2012, he retired from the company’s 
activities.  His son is a Midea Group and 
Midea Real Estate Holding director.

William Lei Ding

Net Worth: $31.8B
Age: 50
Source of Wealth: online games
Residence: Hangzhou, China
Citizenship: China
Education: Bachelor of Arts/Science, Uni-
versity of Electronic Science and Technol-
ogy of China

In 2003, William Ding was China’s rich-
est man and the country’s first internet and 
gaming millionaire.  Netease, is one of the 
world’s leading online and mobile games 
companies, led by Ding.

Mojang, a Microsoft company, and Bliz-
zard Entertainment are among Netease’s 
business partners.

Faced with stiff competition from Chi-
nese rival Tencent in the games market, Ne-
tease expanded into movies, online music, 
and e-commerce.

Wang Wei 
Net Worth: $30.6B
Age: 51
Source of Wealth: package delivery
Residence: Shenzhen, China

Citizenship: China
S. F. Holding, also known as SF Express, 

is chaired by Wang Wei.  The package deliv-
ery service known as the “FedEx of China,” 
was founded in 1993 in Shunde, Guangdong 
Province, with Wang owning roughly 60% 
of the company.

The firm received China’s first drone 
delivery license in March 2018.

In early 2017, Wang took the package 
delivery company public via a reverse 
merger on the Shenzhen Stock Exchange.

Wei Jianjun & family 

Net Worth: $24.4B
Age: 57
Source of Wealth: automobiles
Residence: Baoding, China
Citizenship: China
Education: Bachelor of Arts/Science, Hebei 
Province

Great Wall Motor, China’s largest SUV 
manufacturer, is led by Wei Jianjun.

Wei took over the debt-ridden Great 
Wall Automobile Industry Company, the 
predecessor of the current company, when 
he was only 26 years old in 1990.

Before joining the Great Wall, Wei 
worked in a carpet factory and a water-
pump factory.

Qin Yinglin & family 

Net Worth: $24.4B
Age: 56
Source of Wealth: pig breeding
Residence: Nanyang, China
Citizenship: China

Chairman of China’s Muyuan Foodstuff, 
Qin Yinglin gained his fortune as China’s 
largest pig breeder in the world’s largest 
pork market.

Qin was born in Henan, China’s most 
populous province, in the county of Neixi-
ang.

Continued on page 5
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Wealth of the world: Top billionaires in China and Hong 
Kong 2022
Continued from page 4

He studied animal husbandry at Henan 
Agricultural University before launching 
his own company with his wife Qian Ying, 
who now serves on the Muyuan board of 
directors.

In 1992, the pair began their business 
with 22 pigs. 

2022 list of top billionaires in 
Hong Kong 

Hong Kong has been traditionally seen 
as the “gateway” to China and is Asia’s 
premier financial center because of the 
British laissez faire approach.  But with 
Beijing’s increasing encroachment on that 
city’s governance, it remains to be seen 
how much longer foreign businesses and 
the well-heeled will stay there.

For the time being, below are the ten 
richest people in Hong Kong as of early 
2022.  Note seven of the 10 are in real estate!

Lee Shau Kee 

Net Worth: $31.5B
Age: 93
Source of Wealth: real estate
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong

Born in Hong Kong in 1929. Lee Shau 
Kee grew up in a poor family.  He could only 
afford meat or fish twice a month.

Lee studied English to advance finan-
cially and also partnered with Kwok Tak-
Seng, who became his business partner and 
father of Hong Kong’s business empire.

He has a majority stake in Henderson 
Land Development – one of Hong Kong’s 
biggest property developers with interests 
in property, hotels, restaurants and internet 
services.

Lee handed over leadership of the com-
pany to two of his sons, Peter and Martin 
Lee.  He still works as an executive director.

He has donated more than $400m to 
education.

Li Ka-shing 

Net Worth: $30.1B
Age: 93
Source of Wealth: diversified
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong

Li Ka-shing was the founder and chair-
man of Hutchison and CK Asset Holdings 
for almost two years before his retirement 
in 2018.  He remains a senior advisor to the 
company’s leadership.

Li was just 21 years old when he started 
the company that would become Cheung 
Kong Plastics, and had $6.5 thousand dollars 
in savings and loans from family.

Li Ka-Shing has donated more than $3.3 
billion and the majority of the money has 
gone to charitable work in China.

Henry Cheng & family 

Net Worth: $22.1B
Age: 75
Source of Wealth: real-estate and jewelry
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong

Henry Cheng was born in 1946 in 
Guangdong Province, China, to Cheng 
Yu-tung, who founded New World Devel-
opment.

Henry Cheng owns Chow Tai Fook 
Jewellery, the world’s largest jeweler, and 
also has a 33% share in New World De-
velopment, New World Chain Land, NWS 
Holdings, New World Department Store 
China, and Taifook Securities.  As chairman, 
Cheng holds all of the family’s shares, which 
he and his three siblings jointly own.  Cheng 
also owns 2% of Ping An Insurance and 18% 
of Giordano International.

Cheng is a member of the Eleventh 
Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference’s Standing Committee.  In 2017, 
Cheng became a member of a consortium 
that invested in I-Cable.

Yeung Kin-man & wife Lam Wai-ying

Net Worth: $18.6B
Age: 57
Source of Wealth: manufacturing
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: China

Yeung Kin-Man, through his company 
Biel Crystal Manufactory, built a fortune 
producing glass touch screens for mobile 
phones.

In 1986, the company began creating 
watch glass, and in 2003, it began produc-

ing smartphone cover glass for the Motorola 
Razr, and eventually, supplier to Apple, LG, 
Sony, and Samsung.

Yeung and his wife Lam own the busi-
ness and control the company; but Yeung 
is credited with the whole fortune as the 
company’s founder and CEO, with sales of 
$4.6 billion in 2015.

Peter Woo 

Net Worth: $17.7B
Age: 75
Source of Wealth: real estate
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong
Education: Columbia Business School

Peter Woo is chairman of Wheelock & 
Company Limited (owns 61% of company) 
and The Wharf Holdings Limited, which 
houses his key real estate, investment, lo-
gistics and media enterprises.

He also controls Hong Kong’s two major 
shopping malls, Times Square and Harbour 
City.  Woo owns Hong Kong’s cable televi-
sion company as well as a number of high-
value office buildings.

In 2011, Woo sold 3.4 million shares in 
Salvatore Ferragamo, yet he still owns 6% 
of the company.  Longfor Properties, Joyce 
Boutique, and Sun Hung Kai Properties are 
among his other investments.

Lee Man Tat 

Net Worth: $17.4B
Age: 91 at time of death in July 2021
Source of Wealth: food products
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong

Fondly known as “Oyster Sauce King” 
for his company’s dominance in the condi-
ments market, Lee Man Tat is a third-gener-
ation leader of the Lee Kum Kee Group, one 
of the world’s leading producers of oyster 
sauce and more than 200 other Chinese 
sauces and condiments.

The company was founded by Lee’s 
grandfather in 1888.  In 2017, the company 
expanded into Europe.  The company also 
branched into herbal-health products.

He had spent six decades at the com-
pany, first helping his father and, in 1972, 
became chairman, and led a “planned expan-

sion” into the U.S. market.
His children, and even grandchildren, 

have all joined the company

Joseph Lau 

Net Worth: $13.3B
Age: 70
Source of Wealth: real estate
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong
Education: University of Windsor, Canada

Joseph Lau and his family reportedly 
control 78.6% of Chinese Estates Holdings, 
a prominent Chinese investment holding 
company with subsidiaries primarily en-
gaged in property investment and develop-
ment, brokerage, securities investing and 
money lending.

However, last month, Lau’s family is 
planning on taking the company private, 
burnt by losses to the tune of US$190 mil-
lion incurred from selling its shares in debt-
ridden China Evergrande Group.

Lau resigned from his chairman and 
CEO posts at Chinese Estates in 2014 after 
a Macau court convicted him of bribery and 
money laundering.  

He has a vast collection of art (with an 
estimated value of around $1B, according 
to Forbes) and wine.

Kwong Siu-hing 

Net Worth: $12.9B
Age: 92
Source of Wealth: real estate
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong

Kwong Siu-hing, matriarch of Hong 
Kong’s third richest family and Sun Hung 
Kai Properties, the biggest property devel-
oper in HK.  

SHKP was founded as Sun Hung Kai 
Enterprises in 1963 by Kwong’s husband 

Continued on page 13



PAGE 6 / February 2022 points of view www.chinainsight.info

China is a democracy? Pull the other leg
By Tim Hamlett | Hong Kong Free Press | Dec. 26, 2021

This joke has gone on long enough.  I 
am prepared to believe that the system of 
government on the mainland is effective 
in many ways.  It can certainly be argued 
that most of the population are content 
with it, although in view of what happens 
to those who express discontent this is hard 
to establish.

By no sensible stretch of the meaning 
of the word can the Chinese system be de-
scribed as democratic.  Yet that seems to be 
the current line.

Of course it is “democratic” with a pre-
fix.  There is a long history of this sort of 
thing.  When military take-overs were fre-
quent events in the 1960s it was noticed that 
the resultant regimes frequently described 
themselves as a new variation on Democ-
racy, dignified with a prefix: Authoritative, 
Developmental, Alternative, or in one case 
just New.

These interesting concepts were gener-
ally dismissed outside the country where 
they were the official theory of government, 
as a mere cosmetic effort to keep a despotic 
regime in the “Free World” where it would 
continue to receive American largesse.

This however is not the explanation 
for what has come over explainers of the 
Chinese system, of which this (from the 
China Daily) is a representative example: 
“The Chinese mainland is well known 
for putting the concept of ‘whole process 
democracy’ into real practice.  Our country 
has successfully converted the vision and 
values of democracy into a scientific, insti-
tutionalized system.”

And how does that work, one wonders?  
Here is the Global Times (spotted by Hem-
lock): 

Whole-process peoples’ democracy 
integrates process-oriented democracy with 
results-oriented democracy, procedural 
democracy with substantive democracy, 
direct democracy with indirect democracy, 
and people’s democracy with the will of the 
state: white paper https://t.co/VabyvHGicg 
pic.twitter.com/nG1r1l64cl

— Global Times (@globaltimesnews) 
December 4, 2021

Well democracy is an easy-going lady, 
willing to consort with a wide variety of 
systems and habits, but I don’t think she 
is as broad-minded as that.  It’s a fuzzy 
concept and nobody suggests that there is a 
clear dividing line.  But that does not mean 
the difference between democracy and non-
democracy is a trivial matter.

Most writers come up with three or four 
accepted variations: direct or participatory – 
the town meeting or the Athenian assembly; 
elitist – where leaders are chosen by the 
public from a limited group; and pluralist 
– where groups compete with each other to 
influence policy.

Some people have a separate category 
for “social democracy”, meaning the idea 
common in Europe that the state has a wide 
range of responsibilities for the health and 
well-being of citizens.

The longest list I could find is from an 
Indian student who gets up to eight: Direct 
democracy, Representative democracy, 
Presidential democracy, Parliamentary de-
mocracy, Authoritarian democracy, Partici-
patory democracy, Islamic democracy and 
social democracy.

Authoritarian democracy looks like a 
contradiction in terms.  It is reserved for two 
polities: Russia under Putin and Hong Kong.  
Yes, and I’m a bit dubious about the Islamic 
one too.  But of Whole Process Democracy 
there is no sign.

Nor is there any sign of that common-
place of mainland propaganda, often pre-
ceded by “so-called”, the spurned “Western 
democracy”.

It seems that defenders of democracy 
have the same problem as defenders of 
medicine, who struggle to get over the 
message that there is no such thing as 
conventional medicine, or alternative medi-
cine, or traditional medicine.  There is just 
medicine, which is the stuff which can be 
shown to work.

There is nothing particularly Western 
about democracy.  The largest example is 
India.  In some ways the most successful 
one is Japan.  Dare we mention Taiwan?

While it may be difficult to define 
exactly what is democracy, it is easy to 
identify some characteristics which are 
incompatible with it.  Aristotle, who gets 
some of the blame for originating the idea, 
said that “the basis of a democratic state is 
liberty”.  John Locke, who gets some of the 
blame for the American revolution, said that 
no government could be legitimate unless it 

enjoys the consent of the governed, and that 
consent cannot be rendered except through 
majority rule.  John Stuart Mill said that 
restrictions on the expression of opinions 
are never justified.  The 20th century po-
litical theorist Robert Dahl concluded that 
“because democracy is not only a political 
system of ‘rule by the people’ but neces-
sarily also a system of rights, a government 
which infringes those rights is to that extent 
undemocratic.”

Mr Dahl also offered a set of require-
ments for a democratic system.  It should 
include:
• Free, fair, and frequent elections.
• Freedom of expression.
• Independent sources of information.
• Freedom of association.

I do not think it is possible to see China 
meeting these requirements, even if you are 
prepared to overlook what the Economist 
recently described as “a form of tyranny in 
which individuals are crushed for displeas-
ing the party, whether feminists, human-
rights lawyers, gay activists, creators of art 
deemed “unhealthy”, underground Chris-
tians or Uyghurs.”

It is natural for countries to aspire to 
democracy, or if that is inconvenient for the 
democratic label.

Mr Dahl again:
History—particularly 20th-century 

history— demonstrates that democracy 
uniquely possesses a number of features that 

most people, whatever their basic political 
beliefs, would consider desirable: (1) de-
mocracy helps to prevent rule by cruel and 
vicious autocrats; (2) modern representa-
tive democracies do not fight wars with 
one another; (3) countries with democratic 
governments tend to be more prosperous 
than countries with nondemocratic govern-
ments; and (4) democracy tends to foster hu-
man development—as measured by health, 
education, personal income, and other 
indicators—more fully than other forms of 
government do.

We must recognise that countries follow-
ing non-democratic paths may also achieve 
the happy results of avoiding cruel autocrats, 
not fighting wars, getting rich and fostering 
human development. Good for them.

But there is a simple logical trap here.  
Just because all dogs have four legs it does 
not follow that all animals with four legs 
are dogs.  Achieving peace, prosperity and 
development while avoiding viciousness 
is praiseworthy, but does not demonstrate 
democracy.

We must all hope that the mainland 
has found its way to an effective and 

successful system 
of government, if 
only because that 
system is the gift 
which is now being 
bestowed on us.  
But democracy it 
is not. ♦

Tim Hamlett 
came  to  Hong 
Kong in 1980 to 
work for the Hong 
Kong Standard 
and has contrib-
uted to, or worked 
for, most of Hong 
Kong's English-
language media 
outlets, notably as 
the editor of the 
Standard's award-

winning investigative team, as a columnist 
in the SCMP and as a presenter of RTHK's 
Mediawatch. In 1988 he became a full-time 
journalism teacher. Since officially retiring 
nine years ago, he has concentrated on 
music, dance, blogging and a very time-
consuming dog.

File photo: Kyle Lam/HKFP

File photo: Kyle Lam/HKFP

Taiwan’s honorary guard holding the Taiwanese flag on the top of the Presidential office 
building during the ceremony of Taiwan National Day at the Presidential Office in Taipei, 
Taiwan on October 10, 2021. Photo: Walid Bezzareg/HKFP

File photo posted by the Xinjiang Judicial Administration to its WeChat 
account, April 2017, showing detainees at a camp in Lop county, Hotan 
prefecture, Xinjiang. Photo: RFA, Oct. 2, 2018; cf. WaybackMachine 
Internet Archive, April 17, 2017

https://www.biglychee.com/
https://www.biglychee.com/
https://t.co/VabyvHGicg pic.twitter.com/nG1r1l64cl
https://t.co/VabyvHGicg pic.twitter.com/nG1r1l64cl
https://twitter.com/globaltimesnews/status/1466953214901710848?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/democracies
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Chinese democracy: 
A true solution for 
China
By Chen Yun | Jakarta Post | Dec. 7, 2021

Deputies to the 13th National People's Congress (NPC) leave the Great Hall of the People 
after the closing meeting of the fourth session of the 13th NPC in Beijing, capital of China, 
March 11, 2021. [Photo/Xinhua]

Originating from ancient Greek, the 
word "democracy" means, in essence, 
people running the country.  Since the 
founding of the People's Republic of China 
in 1949, state power has been in the hands 
of the Chinese people who have become the 
master of the country.

After 70-plus years of practice and de-
velopment, China has successfully blazed 
a path of democracy with distinguished 
Chinese features, which suits China's 
national conditions and meets its people's 
aspirations.  It is called the whole-process 
people's democracy.

The whole-process people's democracy 
sufficiently guarantees that all state power 
belongs to the people.  This is also stipulated 
in China's Constitution.  The whole-process 
people's democracy has ensured people's 
law-based participation in democratic 
elections, consultation, decision-making, 
management, and oversight.

The people administer state affairs and 
manage economic, cultural and social af-
fairs through various channels and in vari-
ous ways.  In practice, more than 99% of 
Chinese citizens over the age of 18 have the 
right to vote and stand for election.

Since reform and opening up in the 
1980s, the voter turnout has been around 
90% in every direct election of deputies 
to the county- and township-level people's 
congresses.  It ensures the will of the 
overwhelming majority of the people fully 
reflected in election results.

Apart from democratic elections, people 
have the right to participate in the manage-
ment of national and social affairs in day-
to-day political activities.

The whole-process people's democracy 
is a complete chain, within which, each 
part, including democratic elections, con-
sultation, decision making, management and 
oversight, linking with one another.

The whole-process people's democracy 
has a concrete, complete set of institu-
tions and procedures.  Bearing in mind its 
national conditions, China has established 
such systems as people's congresses which 
is the fundamental political system of China, 
multiparty cooperation and political consul-

tation led by Communist Party of China, 
regional ethnic autonomy, and grassroots 
self-governance.

These systems have ensured people run-
ning the country and laid a firm institutional 
foundation for protecting the fundamental 
interests of the overwhelming majority of 
the people.

On matters concerning people's keen 
interests, there are broad-based and suffi-
cient consultations and discussions before 
any major decision is made.  Policies and 
measures can only be introduced when there 
is a consensus that they are what the people 
want and serve the people's interests.

When drafting China's 14th Five-Year 
Plan, President Xi Jinping hosted seven 
themed symposiums in person.  The Chinese 
people submitted 1.018 million pieces of 
online comments and suggestions.

During the five-year compilation of Chi-
na's Civil Code, the standing Committee of 
the National People's Congress has sought 
public opinions on 10 occasions, receiving 
a total of 1.02 million pieces of advice from 
around 425,000 people.  People's advice 
has been taken into full consideration.  The 
whole-process people's democracy works 
well to ensure that people can realise and 
improve their interests in a concrete and 
realistic way.  Democracy is not an ornament 
used for decorative purposes.  It should be 
used to address concerns of the people.

The whole-process people's democracy 
flavors substance over form, and rejects 
"democracy shows" and political dramas.  
Everything it does is to realise, safeguard 
and advance the fundamental interests of 
the overwhelming majority of the people.

China relies closely on its people to seek 
development.  It has completed industriali-
sation that took developed countries several 
centuries to finish in only a few decades.  It 
is now the world's second largest economy.  
China's comprehensive national strength 
has increased significantly, and it secured 
a historic success in eradicating absolute 
poverty. ♦

The writer Chen Yun is chargé d'affaires, 
Chinese Embassy in Indonesia.

We want your input on the future of 
China Insight

Share your ideas about:

•	 Topics of interest
•	 How	we	can	reflect	the	current	state	of	US-China	

relations
•	 Format of China Insight

Become more involved!
Interested in becoming a:

•	 Staff member
•	 Investor
•	 Board member
•	 Advertiser

Contact Greg Hugh by email at ghugh@chinainsight.info or 
by phone at 612-723-4872 with your comments or to discuss 
how you can become involved in the future of China Insight.

https://bit.ly/3GLJpsJ
mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=
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Cantonese programs saved at Stanford 
University and City College of San 
Francisco
February 2022

When people say they are learning Chi-
nese, it’s safe to assume they’re learning 
Mandarin, the lingua franca of mainland 
China.  However, to Hong Kongers and a 
large population of Chinese living in the 
United States, especially in California’s Bay 
Area, Cantonese is their dialect.  In fact, the 
Census Bureau in 2019 indicated that Can-
tonese is “the most common non-English 
language” in San Francisco.  

Despite its prevalent use, two of the 
country’s 20 higher education institutions 
that offer Cantonese classes decided to put 
Cantonese courses on the chopping block 
in 2021.  Both institutions were in the Bay 
Area. 

 “Save Cantonese” campaigns ensued.
In January 2021, more than 4,000 signa-

tures were collected to petition the renewal 
of the contract of Stanford University’s lone 
Cantonese lecturer, who had led that pro-
gram for 21 years.  However, the university 
had not committed to a full-time instructor 
and courses that will fulfill the language 
requirement.  It did indicate it is “aware of 
the demand for Cantonese and plans to of-
fer two of the four existing conversational 
Cantonese courses.”  “Save Cantonese” 
organizers are still fighting for a permanent 
Cantonese program.

In fall 2021, the Cantonese program at 
City College of San Francisco was slated 
to be canceled because of budget cuts.  But 
thanks to the efforts of Trustee Alan Wong, 
who garnered support from a number of 
Asian organizations, the program was saved 
from the cutting block last month.

Wong believed that eliminating the Can-
tonese program would lead to the “erasure 

of an entire population that needs bilingual 
services.”  Continuation of the program 
would not only be about “protecting Chinese 
culture, language and history.  It is also 
about the very practical need to ensure that 
our very large Cantonese speaking Chinese 
community has access to public safety, 
healthcare, and social services.”

Wong’s save-the-program proposal 
includes:
• Cantonese classes in degree and certificate-
granting programs
• Establish transfer agreements with four-
year institutions such as the University of 
California system so that classes can count 
toward a degree or certificate
• City College developing a certificate pro-
gram with Cantonese classes

Following the successful vote to con-
tinue the program, Wong noted, “moving 
forward, we must redouble our efforts to 
support equal access and ensure that our 
large Chinese community is getting the 
language and culturally competent public 
safety, healthcare, and social services it 
needs.  This is just the beginning; our move-
ment will need to follow through and ensure 
that the college develops certificate cur-
riculum and transfer agreements with UCs.”

In 2021, San Francisco had 659,184 
limited English proficient client interactions 
of which 43.6% (287,474) were in Canton-
ese.  With the increase in anti-Asian crimes, 
Wong said it’s critical that Cantonese-speak-
ing victims get the help they need.  He cited 
his motivation to save the program came af-
ter an encounter with an elderly Cantonese-
speaking lady who got punched in the eye 
and then shoved off a bus.  She was unable 

One of 
the  cam-
paign orga-
nizers said, 
“There are 
people out 
there who 
are vulner-
a b l e  a n d 
who don’t 
speak Eng-
l i s h ,  b u t 
when  we 
teach peo-
ple the lan-
guage, we 
are also el-
evating the 
humani ty 
of every-
o n e  w h o 
speaks it."

C a n -
t o n e s e , 
to the 80 
m i l l i o n 

speakers around the world, is a language 
well-worth preserving.  It is colorful, en-
compasses a huge amount of slang (that 
dates back to the Qin Dynasty, 221 to 206 
B.C.), and more expressive than Mandarin!  
For example, foreigner in Cantonese is “鬼
佬,” literally translated as ghost man.  In 
Mandarin, it is “老外,” old outsider.  Now, 
which version is more insulting?  Of course 
Cantonese classes should be continued! ♦

to communicate 
with police and 
hospital staff.

T h o s e  i n -
volved in the 
“ s a v e ”  c a m -
paigns received 
t e s t i m o n i a l s 
from students 
who stated the 
Cantonese class-
es allowed them 
t o  r e c o n n e c t 
with their fam-
ily and heritage.  
One 68-year-old 
man said he took 
classes to better 
c o m m u n i c a t e 
with his 92-year-
old mother.  He 
said his mother 
was thrilled and 
eager  to help 
with his home-
work, which he 
said was enough reason to continue with 
his Cantonese classes.

On a brighter note, the University of 
British Columbia, University of Toronto, 
the University of California-Berkeley, New 
York University and Columbia University, 
to name a few, have deemed offering Can-
tonese classes as “key to connecting with 
community concerns.”  Many attending 
classes are future medical workers, social 
workers and firefighters, who hoped speak-
ing the language would help them better 
serve the community.

Illustration “To boil telephone congee”  from graphic 
designer Ng Kap-chuen’s “Great Canton and Hong 
Kong Proverbs” means spending hours talking on the 
telephone.  The book includes 81 idiomatic Cantonese 
expressions, old and new.

Kwok Tak-seng and two partners, one 
of whom is at the top of this list!  SHKP 
specializes in premium quality residential 
projects.  It also has an extensive network 
of shopping malls and offices, hotels and a 
sizeable land bank.

Son Raymond is now managing the 
business.

Lui Che Woo 

Net Worth: $11.5B
Age: 92
Source of Wealth: hospitality
Residence: Hong Kong
Citizenship: Hong Kong

Lui Che Woo amassed his fortune 
through his development company, K. Wah 
International, before securing one of six 
coveted Macau casino licenses.

K. Wah Group was created in the 1950s 
and has now evolved into a multinational 
conglomerate with 200 -plus companies and 
more than 20,000 employees throughout 
Hong Kong, mainland China, Macau, North 
America, and Southeast Asia over the years.

In May 2011, Lui opened the Galaxy 
Casino and Hotel in Macau, which has 2,200 
rooms, 50 restaurants, 450 gaming tables, an 
artificial beach, and a wave pool.

Lui is a philanthropist who has donated 
about 340 million Galaxy shares and 280 
million K. Wah shares.

Stanford Hotels Corporation and Stan-
ford Hotels International, which includes 
the InterContinental Grand Stanford Hong 
Kong, are part of Lui’s portfolio.

Business & Economy

Top billionaires 
Continued from page 5

According to the global anti-poverty 
organization Oxfam, the world’s 10 wealthi-
est people doubled their fortunes from 
US$700 billion to US$1.5 trillion during 
the pandemic, roughly boosting their fortune 
by US$15,000 every second of the day, or 
US$1.3 billion per day!

Where is the wealth concentrated?  
Forbes reported the cities with the most 
billionaires in 2022 are as follows:

1.   Beijing: 101 billionaires
2.   New York City: 99 billionaires
3.   Hong Kong: 80 billionaires
4.   Moscow: 79 billionaires
5.   Shenzhen: 68 billionaires
6.   Shanghai: 64 billionaires
7.   London: 63 billionaires
8.   Mumbai: 48 billionaires
9.   San Francisco: 48 billionaires
10.      Hangzhou: 47 billionaires ♦



Closely related to this matter are the expressions:

English Pinyin

kàn-de-dŏngCan understand, can read

kàn-bù-dŏngCannot understand, cannot read

tīng-de-dŏngCan understand (something spoken)

tīng-bù-dŏngCannot understand (something spoken)
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Chinese Language Corner (漢語角)
Social setting and language ability
By Pat Welsh | contributor

This system follows Chinese Pinyin with the exception that the letter “u” has two 
pronunciations. Sometimes it has the value of ü (“ee” as in ‘see’ with rounded lips). At 
those times we use the symbol “ü” instead of Pinyin “u.” In making this sound, it is most 
important that the vowel more resembles an “ee” sound as in “see” and definitely does not 
sound like a “oo” sound as in “moon”.

The ‘a’ in these syllables sounds like the ‘a’ in “father”.
Sounds like the ‘igh’ in “high”.
Sounds like the “ow” in “cow”.
ts’oong  (the ts is aspirated -  a slight breath of air follows the ts sound.)
Here the “e” sounds much like the “a” in “above” or the “u” in “under”.
Sounds like the “ay” in “say” or “day”.
Sounds like the “un” in “fun” or the “ung” in “lung”.
Sounds like “ee-ehn” or “yen” (Here “ehn” and “en” almost sounds like the 
word “yen”.)
Sounds like “ye” in “yet”.
The ‘e’ sounds like the ‘u’ in ‘fun’.
This is a nasal ‘r’ sound;  yì-diănr sounds almost like  yeè-dyăir.̃
The “o” here sounds much like the “oo” in “ooze” or “spoon”.
Sounds like the “ou” in “dote”
Sounds “tchee-ehn” (ehn rhymes with “hen”)
Sounds like  “chee” in “cheese”.
Sounds like  “chee” in “cheese” but uttered with rounded lips.
Sounds almost like the “shir” in “shirt”.  The tongue is retracted and lightly 
curled.
Sounds somewhat like sz, the vowel is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” 
in “mut”.
Sounds much like the “ee” in “see” but the vowel must be uttered with rounded 
lips.
Sounds almost like the English word “way”.
Sounds like a weak “sh”; xing sounds like “sheeng”.
Sounds somewhat like the “yo” in “yodel”.
Sounds like a “tz” without any aspiration.  Pronouncing this as ‘dz’ betrays 
American accent which will still be understood by the listener.
Unaspirated tz, the vowel ‘i’ is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” in “mut”.
This is an unaspirated “ch” with the tongue retracted and lightly curled.   For 
example “zhong” almost sounds like “droong” and “zhu” sound almost like 
“drew”.
Sounds almost like “djir”.  It sounds much like the “jer” in “jerk”.

a, an, ang
ai
ao

cong
de, ke

ei
en, eng

ian

ie
le

-nr
ong
ou

qian
qi
qü
shi

si

ü

ui
x

you
z

zi
zh

zhi

Pronunciation reminders

This lesson we will begin a series of lessons aimed at specific social situations.  Here 
we will learn how to talk about our language abilities.  This new series will also include 
something for review from previous lessons – the word “can”.

The “dŏng.” means “to understand.”  Variations of this word are “kàndŏng” (understand 
something written) and “tīngdŏng” (understand something heard and/or spoken).

Notice that a common way of answering “Yes” to a question is to simply repeat the 
verb in the question.  The word “-le” is optional.  Its inclusion indicates a new situation or 
a completed act.  When a sentence ending in “le” is negated by “bú” or “bù,” the meaning 
changes to “no longer….”

Do you understand me? 
Yes.  I understood you.

Nĭ dŏng wŏ ma?
Dŏng.  Wŏ dŏng (-le).

You understand me - ques-
tion particle – understand, I 
understand

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

I don’t understand (what 
you are saying). 
I did not understand (what 
you just said).

Bù dŏng.

Méi dŏng.

Not – understand

have not – understand

I don’t understand him any 
more.

Wŏ bù dŏng tā leI – not- understand – him 
-changed situation

I cannot understand what 
you are saying.
I cannot understand what 
he/she is saying.

Wŏ tīng-bù-dŏng nĭde huà.
  
Wŏ tīng-bù-dŏng tāde huà.

I - cannot understand your 
words
I - cannot understand his/
her words

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

Could you understand what 
he was saying? 

Nĭ tīng-de-dŏng tāde huà 
ma?

You can understand his/her 
words -question particle

I did not understand him.

He was probably speaking 
Cantonese

Wŏ méi tīngdŏng tāde huà.  

T ā  d à g à i  s h u ō 
Guăngzhōuhuà.

I -have not – understand – 
his – words.
He – probably - speak – 
Cantonese.

The verbal prefix “huì” has several possible meanings.  Among these meanings are:

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

1.  The speaker knows how to do something.

He can speak Chinese.
She can’t sing (because she 
lacks training).

Tā huì shuō Zhōngguóhuà.
Tā bú huì chàng gēr.

He – knows how to - speak 
- Chinese.
She – not – can -sing - song

2.  An event is likely to occur.

It’ll probably rain today.
She is not likely to agree 
with you.

Jīntiān huì xià yü̆.
Tā bú huì tóngyì nĭde kànfă.

Today - likely - fall – rain
She – not – likely to – agree 
– your - views

The Chinese word “néng” means “to be able to,” “can” because one is either physically 
able to do something or because circumstances allow an event to occur.

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

Can you see him?

We can’t drink the water 
here.

Nĭ néng kàndào tā ma?

Wŏmen bù néng hē zhèlide 
shuĭ.

You – can – see – him – spo-
ken question mark
We – not – can – drink – 
here’s – water

The word “kĕyi” means “to be able to,” “can,” “may” because one has been given permis-
sion to do something.  This word has other meanings and uses.

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

He says we may leave now.

We won’t be allowed in the 
temple tomorrow.

Tā shuō wŏmen kĕyi xiànzài 
zŏukāi.
Wŏmen míngtiān bù kĕyi 
jìnrù sìmiào.

He - say – we – may – now 
-leave
We – tomorrow – not – may 
– enter – temple.

The expression “hái kĕyi” has the flavor of “passable,” “pretty good” or “not bad.”

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

Her Chinese is very good.
This novel is very well 
written.

Tāde Hànyü̆ hái-kĕyi.
Zhèbĕn xiăoshuō xiĕde hái-
kĕyi.

Her - Chinese - quite good
This -novel – written – 
pretty good

The expression “kĕyi” can mean “awfully” or “extremely.”

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

Yesterday he really was 
awfully busy.
The price of this coat is 
awfully high.

Tā zuótiān mángde zhēn 
kĕyi”.
Zhèjiàn dàyīde biāojià 
gāode kĕyi.

He – yesterday – busy – re-
ally - awfully       
This - coat’s -price – high 
to - extreme

This guy is really great! 
He really made a great fuss 
(about it). 

Zhège rén zhēn kĕyi! 

Tā nàode zhēn kĕyi.

This – person is really ter-
rific
He – vent anger – really – 
terrible. 

Other examples of the use of “kĕyi”:

English PinyinChinese 
(literally translated)

That will do.
That’s understandable.  (I 
get it.)

Kĕyi le. 
Kĕyi lĭjiĕ.

May – new situation particle
Can - understand

Continued on page 10
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Fancy fortune cookies from Oakland, 
bringing people together
By Elaine Dunn | February 2022

If you live in San Francisco’s Bay Area, 
you’re in luck!  Oakland, across the bay 
from SF, is a welcoming, culturally diverse 
place, and home to the oldest fortune cookie 
maker in northern California.  It is also one 
of the last fortune cookie makers that pro-
duces the cookies entirely by hand.  

Oakland Fortune Cookie Factory was 
started in Oakland’s Chinatown in 1957 
by one Calvin Wong.  Since its inception, 
the factory has witnessed many changes, 
including ownership.  Since 2016, Oakland 
Fortune Cookie Factory has been owned by 
the mother-daughter duo Jiamin and Alicia 
Wong, distant relatives of founder Calvin.

Jiamin was born in a Tiger year and is an 
embodiment of the Tiger spirit: ambitious, 
creative and generous.  The current owners 
moved to Oakland from Guandong Province 
in the late 1990s when daughter Alicia was 
only 4.  No one in the family spoke any 
English at that time, so they took whatever 
odd jobs that was available.  Alicia said the 
elementary school she attended was a mere 

five-minute walk from 
the cookie factory.  She 
said her mother would 
often purchase a $2 bag 
of “rejects” from the 
cookie factory as snack.

When mother Jia-
min caught wind of 
the cookie factory was 
about to close down, 
she saw it as an op-
portunity to “be her 
own boss!”  Jiamin 
purchased the factory.  
It was dark and drafty, 
and the few pieces of 
machinery there were 
ancient, often needing 

new parts!  It was a struggle to keep things 
going, but the new owners were determined 
to preserve the history and culture of the 
factory.

Alicia was attending college on the East 
coast at the time.  However, she’d get phone 
calls from her mother requesting help with 
translating for customers.  After graduation, 
she returned to Oakland thinking she’d help 
out for a little while and then get on with her 
own life.  After working there a short while, 
she realized she could change the general 
assumption of what a fortune cookie could 
look and taste like.  

“It’s important to me to change the 
stereotypes people have of both fortune 
cookies and Chinese people.  They think 
we are all generic, boring, and all look the 
same.  We’re not.  That’s why I spend a lot 
of energy on how the fortune cookies look 
and photograph them in the best light, be-
cause the visual impression is what people 
see first,” Alicia said.

Mother supervises the cookie making 

… there is almost nothing Chinese about 
the fortune cookie?  
• Supposedly, the Pac-Man shaped 
cookie was invented in San Francisco 
by a Japanese American who was better 
known for creating the beautiful Japanese 
Tea Garden in San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate Park!  It was rumoured one of the 
earliest places to serve the “Chinese” 
fortune cookies was the Japanese Tea 
Garden.
• The fortune cookie folding machine 
was invented in Oakland.  
• People in China do not eat (and prob-
ably most do not know about) the fortune 
cookie.  

According to “The Fortune Cookie 
Chronicles” by Jennifer Lee, the Japa-
nese had a cracker in a similar shape 
with a fortune tucked inside being sold 
in confectionery shops in Kyoto as far 
back as the 1870s.  The Japanese version 
was made with miso and sesame instead.

So how did this Japanese cookie end 

while daughter focuses on marketing and 
creating new cookie combinations.  Witness 
the bright red Chinese New Year cookies 
dipped in fine Belgian chocolate!  And it 
doesn’t stop there.  Alicia draws from her 
favourite childhood flavours: White Rabbit 
candy, lychee tea, hot pot with Szechuan 
pepper.  New concoctions include Pink 
Peppermint, Crushed Candy Cane, Pumpkin 
Spice and Gingerbread Chocolate just to 
name a few.  They custom-make cookies 
for family and corporate celebratory events.  
And oh, they also make X-rated ones where 
the fortune slips inside are yellow in color – 
just to make sure they do not get mixed up 
with the wholesome variety!

All based off a vegan recipe that pro-
duces fresh, crunchy cookies with no nuts, 
milk, eggs or preservatives.

Since the pandemic, business had 
dropped off significantly.  Its storefront was 
closed to protect its employees (of mainly 
immigrant women), offering curbside pick-
up and online orders only.  Their website 
indicates they will ship orders. also  The 
factory developed “care packages” where 
fun fortune cookie charade-like game is 
included for receiving families to play on 
lockdown!  There is also gratitude- and 
support-themed cookies people can order 
as gifts for essential workers to help spread 
positivity.

The factory produces ap-
proximately 100,000 cookies 
a day.  Before the pandemic, 
the public could take a 15- to 
20-minute tour of the factory for 
a few dollars and see how the 
fortune cookies are made.  At 
the end of the tour,visitors get 
some yummy samples hot off the 
cookie press.  The tours are now 
on hold indefinitely.

By 2020, Alicia’s husband 
has joined in to help run the 
family business.  The factory has 
taken to supporting social causes, 
one cookie at a time.  "The for-

tune cookie itself, I believe, can be a vehicle 
for anyone for anything.  Unlike any other 
dessert out there, it can encapsulate an idea 
and spread it out there," said Alicia.  

To show solidarity with the Black com-
munity, there are “Solidarity Cookies” that 
include quotes from civil rights leaders and 
resources on the movement.  These cook-
ies were handed out at BLM marches and 
events such as Juneteenth.  Fifty percent of 
the proceeds from the sold cookies were 
donated to groups such as the Innocence 
Project, NAACP and local community 
organizations.  

The World Journal, a major Chinese-
language newspaper in the U.S., reported 
numerous shops in Oakland’s Chinatown 
were vandalized during the George Floyd 
protests in 2020.  Elderly Chinese and Asian 
residents in the Bay Area were attacked by 
Black teens.

For Alicia and Alex, their BLM-themed 
cookie is the step they hope will break down 
barriers and tensions between the Blacks and 
Asian Americans.  It is the fortune cookie 
factory’s way of showing the world this 
Chinese American creation is more than 
just a snack or after-dinner treat.  It can be 
a vehicle that brings people together. ♦

up in Chinese restaurants?  Japanese émi-
grés to the U.S. could not open Japanese 
restaurants as no one wanted raw fish.  
So they opened “Chinese” restaurants 
offering chop suey, chow mein, and egg 
foo young.  To appease American sweet 
tooth for dessert, they also began offering 
a fortune cookie with the check.

During the WWII Japanese intern-
ment of Japanese, many Japanese-oper-
ated “Chinese” restaurants and bakeries 
closed.  Chinese American entrepreneurs 
took over the manufacturing and sale of 
fortune cookies.  By the late-1950s, they 
were making an estimated 250 million 
cookies each year.  By 2008, three bil-
lion fortune cookies were produced in 
the U.S. annually.

One enterprising American fortune 
cookie company began selling authentic 
American “Chinese fortune cookies” in 
China in 1992.  But it failed because the 
mainland Chinese considered them “too 
American!” 

Did you know …

Year of the Tiger cookies

Worker wearing heavy gloves to protect hands from 
handling and crimpling hot cookie

Chinese Language
Continued from page 9

Using numbers: 5 = your normal high 4 = mid-high 3 = your normal mid pitch
2 = mid low pitch 1 = your normal low pitch

Tones

Description Notes
High level pitch (55)
Mid-Rising Tone (35)
Dipping (213) 
High falling pitch (51) 
An unstressed neutral tone. Fol-
lowing other syllables, syllables 
in this tone tend to be somewhat 
lower that of the previous syl-
lable. The lone exception is 
when it occurs after tone ă when 
the neutral tone is often slightly 
higher in pitch.

Regarding tone ă 
• when occurring directly before another 
dipping tone, tone ă changes tone á. 
Thus “hĕn hăo” (very good) changes to 
“hén hăo” 
• occurring directly before any other tone, 
Tone ă will change to a mid-falling tone

Regarding tone à
When occurring before another à tone, 
the first tone à reduces its fall to 53 or 54 

About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a speech where 
he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American relations” as a result of his 
cooperative work in international banking during the Deng Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years, 
Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used this knowledge both professionally and personally to 
enhance his understanding of Chinese and Asian affairs. He uses Beijing Mandarin most frequently 
when meeting with senior Chinese government officials when conducting business in China.

For 17 years, Welsh taught Chinese, German and Spanish in two local high schools. Now fully 
retired, he currently resides in Georgia where he used to lecture on China to a number of classes at 
Dunwoody High School.

Tone
ā
á
ă
à
a

In my next offering I will continue the series dealing with specific social situations.
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Happy Lunar New Year! May the Year of the Tiger                      
bring prosperity and harmony in 2022.

Minnesota Third 
Quarter export 
statistics
State exports continue Recovery: 19% growth in Third Quarter 
• Minneasota exports of goods (including agricultural, mining and manufactured products) 
were valued at $5.7 billion in the third quarter of 2021, increasing 19% (or $916 million) 
over the third quarter of 2020, and 2% over the third quarter of 2019. 
• U.S. exports of goods grew 23% between the third quarters of 2020 and 2021. Reflecting 
broad-based trends of recovery, exports made gains in 47 states.
• Minnesota manufactured exports expanded 17% to $5.3 billion between the third quarters 
of 2020 and 2021. U.S. manufactured exports were up 20%.
• For the January to September period, state exports grew 13% in 2021 over 2020, and 3% 
over 2019. U.S. exports grew 23% over 2020, and 4% over 2019.

Widespread strengthening demand across global regional 
markets
• Global markets showed recovering conditions from the steep declines of 2020. Exports 
jumped 31% to North America, 12% to Asia and 10% to the European Union – which 
were the state’s three largest export regions and accounted for 87% of exported goods.
• Top markets such as Canada (up $406 million), Mexico (up $112 million), the Philippines 
(up $85 million), China (up $55 million), and Taiwan (up $38 million) made remarkable 
gains. Exporters made inroads in markets such as India ($66 million, up 108% – fueled 
by railway equipment), Indonesia ($69 million, up 42% - due to wood pulp demand) and 
the Czech Republic ($35 million, up 130% – driven by bulldozers). 
• Exports to some other large markets – such as Korea (down 45%), Singapore (down 
21%) and France (down 12%) – fell further this quarter, prolonging the downward trends 
from 2020.

Gains in machinery, mineral fuels and electrical equipment drive 
growth
• Positive growth trends were widespread across many products but mixed across the state’s 
top exports. Machinery (up 33%), electrical equipment (up 36%) and mineral fuels, oils 
(up 129%) bolstered the state’s exports and helped to offset persisting declines of optic, 
medical (down 5%), plastics (down 6%) and vehicles (down 13%).
• Also gaining significant traction were exports of oil seeds, miscellaneous grains ($102 
million, up 142%), aircraft, spacecraft ($131 million, up 77%) and food by-products 
($167 million, up 34%).Export growth of machinery was propelled by the Philippines 
($123 million, up 1,086% or up $112 million) and China ($132 million, up 50%); and 
by machines for making semiconductors ($164 million, up 266%) and centrifuges, filters 
($188 million, up 42%).
• Canada ($429 million, up 133%) drove growth in mineral fuels, oils (largely consisting 
of light oils). 
• Electrical equipment exports surged due to robust demand in China (up 97%), Canada 
(up 30%), Germany (up 42%) and Thailand (up 27%).  Integrated circuits ($238 million, 
up 83%), electrical switches ($64 million, up 99%) and diodes and transistors ($59 million, 
up 69%) contributed the largest gains in exports.
• Various food and agricultural goods performed well. Canada and Mexico drove demand 
for food by-products and oil seeds (largely soybeans), together buying more than half of 
these exports. Continued strong demand for meat (mainly pork) in Japan (up 81%) and 

Mexico (up 106%) softened the fall in sales to China (down 29%). 
• Rebounding global sales of medical, surgical instruments ($394 million, up 24%) and 
measuring analytical instruments ($114 million, up 45%) were overshadowed by continued 
shrinking sales of optical fiber ($30 million, down 83%) – mainly dragged down by China 
(down $52 million) and South Korea (down $79 million) – and navigational instruments 
($8 million, down 74%) ♦

We want your input on the future of 
China Insight

Share your ideas about:

•	 Topics of interest
•	 How	we	can	reflect	the	current	state	of	US-China	relations
•	 Format	of	China	Insight

Become more involved!
Interested	in	becoming	a:

•	 Staff member
•	 Investor
•	 Board member
•	 Advertiser

Contact	Greg	Hugh	by	email	at	ghugh@chinainsight.info or by 
phone at 612-723-4872 with your comments or to discuss how 
you	can	become	involved	in	the	future	of	China	Insight.
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About the reviewer

Peter Gordon, editor of the Asian Re-
view of Books, began his professional 
career in the early 1980s designing and 
developing “International Products” 
at Wang Laboratories, founded by the 
eponymous An Wang, a company which 
unsurprisingly prioritized the develop-
ment of Chinese-language IT.

“Kingdom of Characters: The Language Revolution That 
Made China Modern” by Jing Tsu
Reviewed by Peter Gordon| Asian Review of Books |Jan 11, 2022

Author: Jing Tsu 
Publisher: Riverhead Books
Publication date: January 2022
Hardcover: 336 pages

Jing Tsu is John M. Schiff Professor of East Asian Languages and 
Literatures and Comparative Literature and chair of the Council on East 
Asian Studies at Yale.  She specializes in Chinese literature, history, and 
culture from the 19th century to the present, and received her doctorate 
in Chinese studies from Harvard.  A 2016 Guggenheim Fellow, she has 
held fellowships and distinctions from Harvard, Stanfordu and Princeton 
institutes.

Her research spans literature, linguistics, science and technology, 
typewriting and digitalization, diaspora studies, migration, nationalism, 
and theories of globalization. 

It is an accident of history that most 
information technology, from Morse Code 
to the Internet, was developed in and for 
English-speaking countries.  English, with 
just 26 letters and no accents or diacritical 
marks, means that everything from key-
boards to displays to internal character 
codings are simple, deceptively so, because 
almost no other language makes life that 
easy.  As a result, developers adopted solu-
tions which have bedeviled information 
technology in other languages ever since.  
If developers are being honest, they would 
probably admit that solutions for languages 
from French and Russian to Arabic and Thai 
are (to use the technical term) kludged-
up versions of products first designed for 
English. 

Chinese, with its tens of thousands of 
characters, is however a case apart.  How 
could one even type them, display or store 
them in computer systems are fascinating 
questions, taking one down to the basics of 
what language is, but also of tremendous 
practical importance in our technically-
integrated world.  The challenges of contem-
porary data communications in Chinese is 
where Jing Tsu’s “Kingdom of Characters” 
ends up after a journey that begins in the 
twilight years of the Qing dynasty.

Tsu starts with the story of how modern 
“Chinese” was constructed alongside the 
development of the Chinese nation-state 
through a deliberate national process of 
standardization resulting in Putonghua, 
simplified Chinese characters and pinyin 
romanization, a process that didn’t end until 
well into the second half of the 20th century.  
This particular story is to some extent told 
better in David Moser’s “A Billion Voices: 
China’s Search for a Common Language,” 
but Tsu is setting up a discussion on technol-
ogy.  She begins back in the 19th century 
with telegraphy, a tale that is at times almost 
surreal:

International telegraphy recognized 
only Roman alphabet letters and Arabic 
numerals … which meant that Chinese, too, 
had to be via letters and numbers… Every 
Chinese character was transmitted as a 
string of six numbers, each of which cost 
more than a letter.  The assigned code for a 
Chinese character first had to be looked up 
in a codebook before being converted to the 
dots and dashes of Morse code.

Chinese telegraphy was both trouble-
some and expensive but protecting revenue 
rather than efficiency seems to have been 
the International Telegraphic Union’s major 
priority.  Tsu recounts how that since ab-
breviations cost the telegraphy companies 
money, they started pricing by word; users 
as a consequence starting running words 
together or using code words, practices 
the ITU tried to stamp out. China’s first 
foray into international standards diplomacy 
nevertheless resulted in it being deemed a 
special case, a partial accommodation but 
at least a partial success.

Tsu also runs through the by now rea-
sonably well-known story of the Chinese 
typewriter (told, for example, by Thomas S 
Mullaney), which as technological quests 
go, has more than a whiff of the quixotic 
about it, with an equally interesting detour 
through typesetting and photo-typesetting 
before arriving at computers.

The remainder of the book is largely 
the story of (Greater) China wrestling back 
control of the standards process for Chinese 
character set coding.  After discussing input 
methods and incompatible coding standards 
between different machines, Tsu ends with 
a description of her attendance at Chinese 
character standards meetings, which sound 
simultaneously fascinating and tedious.

The basic problem these meetings tackle 
is whether variations of a character are the 
same character or a different one: think “Æ” 
vs “AE”.  This sounds trivial until one thinks 

about such problems as printing (as many 
distinct variations as possible) and searching 
(only meaningful differences should apply).  
Ironically, one result of the “Simplified 
Character” standardization process was a rift 
between “Traditional Characters” (still used 
in Taiwan and Hong Kong) and those now 
used in the PRC.  Are 國 and 国 the same 
character, or not?  Is the Japanese Kanji 
character 国  the “same” as the Chinese 
one? The answer may depend on whether 
one is a librarian or a typographer.  Hence 
the committee meetings.

While at one level arcane, these are 
endlessly fascinating questions which cut 
to the core of what language and commu-
nication are.  The fuzziness of language is 
not entirely suited to the binary nature of 
computerized data.

This interesting and very readable book 
is however colored by a political framing.  
Today, Tsu writes, China “is poised to create 
its own Han script sphere of influence…”, 
that:

Beyond culture and tradition, Chinese 
script has been sharpened and upgraded 
into a technology that is intended to be 
a first step, a foundation for building an 
entire ecology of Chinese digital nation-
alism. China is aiming to reshape global 
standards, from supply chains to 5G.

This is imbuing the subject with a 
significance it doesn’t warrant: regardless 
of what one may think of “Chinese digital 
nationalism,” a Chinese-specific character-
set standard is far narrower in scope than a 
global telecoms standard like 5G.  Informa-
tion compatibility, as those who work in the 
field know, is a function of format (WORD 
vs PDF, for example) as well as character 
set: one cannot just reach into a file and 
read it without first knowing what sort of a 
file it is. And as AI proceeds, the need for 
character set standards may diminish: if 
Google Translate can recognize the input 

language without being told, computers can 
also recognize the character set.

Occam’s razor might indicate that the 
century-old discussions at the International 
Telegraphic Union probably had less to do 
with Chinese “sovereignty” than the vested 
financial interests of the main telegraphy 
companies.  And while is indeed that case 
that the American Standard Code for Infor-
mation Interchange or

ASCII was never meant to accommodate 
non-Western script systems containing thou-
sands of ideographic characters …
this was not

due either to its designers’ limited world-
view or their failure to imagine the code’s 
wild success beyond the Western alphabetic 
world …

ASCII, which dates from the 1960s, 
wasn’t even “meant to accommodate” 
French.

Information coding is a far more inter-
esting subject than it would first appear.  
Ideographic writing systems like Chinese 
are particularly fascinating … and relevant 
to anyone who uses an electronic device 
(emojis—characters with meaning indepen-
dent of pronunciation—operate not unlike 
Chinese characters).

Tsu dispels much of the opaqueness of 
the subject by embedding it into a story of 
language, characters and particularly fasci-
nating tales of pre-computer technology.♦
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“Witness to History: From Vienna to Shanghai: A Memoir 
of Escape, Survival and Resilience” by Paul Hoffmann
Reviewed by Susan Blumberg-Kason | Asian Review of Books | Dec 27, 2021

Author: Paul Hoffman
Publisher: Earnshaw Books Ltd.
Publication date: November 2021
Softcover: 292 pages

Paul Hoffmann was born in Vienna, Austria on in 1920.  He was the 
first	member	of	his	 family	 to	flee	Nazi-occupied	Austria	 for	Shanghai,	
China in October 1938.  He and his family survived World War II in 
Japanese-occupied	Shanghai.		Despite	having	spent	two	years	in	the	
Hongkew Ghetto, Hoffman found work at the American Private School 
and graduated from Aurora University.  Upon graduation in 1946, he was 
employed	by	a	prominent	American	law	firm,	which	he	single-handedly	
managed for two years after the Communist takeover of China in 1949 
until February 1952.  He had a successful career as a corporate lawyer.  
The last 29 years of his career was  as Trademark Counsel for General 
Electric Company.  Hoffman passed away in March 2010.

In his new (but posthumous) memoir, 
Shanghai Jewish refugee Paul Hoffmann 
writes about his three most tumultuous ex-
periences.  One was enduring six months of 
Nazi Vienna, the other the terror inflicted by 
Sargent Kano Ghoya in the Shanghai Jew-
ish Ghetto, and the third life under the new 
Chinese regime from 1949-1952. Much has 
been written about the first two, but Witness 
to History sheds light on the lives of the Jews 
that stayed behind in Shanghai after 1949.

Hoffmann started his memoir after his 
retirement in 1986 and wrote his last entry 
in 1998, but it wasn’t until 2016 that his 
daughter Jean looked to get it published.  
Born and raised in Vienna, Hoffmann was 
the son of a physician who saw the writing 
on the wall after Hitler annexed Austria.  
Oskar Hoffman sent his daughter Licci to 
the UK through a program to employ Jew-
ish women as maids and nannies. Eighteen 
year-old Paul was sent to Shanghai.

One morning, late in August 1938, 
shortly after a visitor informed us about the 
possibility of going to Shanghai, Father and 
I, without telling Mother, went to the Italian 
shipping line, Lloyd Triestino.  We managed 
to purchase a second-class ticket for me on 
the Conte Verde.  The ship would be leaving 
Trieste on October 31, 1938.  There were 
only a few boats to China and tickets went 
very quickly once it became evident that this 
was a viable escape route.

Hoffmann does not mention Ho Feng-
shan, the Chinese consul general in Vienna 
who issued thousands of visas — against 
orders — to thousands of Austrian Jews, a 
lacuna perhaps explained by Hoffmann hav-
ing left relatively early, before Kristallnacht 
in November 1938, only after which Ho 
issued the bulk of these visas.

Although still a teenager, Hoffmann 
became responsible for his family — includ-
ing some of his extended family — once he 
arrived in Shanghai.  He managed to book 
passage to Shanghai for his parents, sisters, 
and other relatives the following year.  Some 
of his relatives escaped to the US, but those 

that stayed behind hoping for the best all 
perished in the Holocaust.

As others have written, life in Shanghai 
was tough with hot and humid summers and 
rampant disease, but it was tolerable until 
1942 when German and Eastern European 
Jews who had arrived after December 31, 
1937 were rounded up and sent to what 
became known as the Jewish Ghetto in the 
Hongkew district.  Enter Sargent Ghoya and 
his reign of terror.

After the war, most Jews in Shanghai 
resettled in the United States, Canada, 
Australia, or Israel. Hoffmann’s sister and 
her new family went to the US in 1947 
and their parents followed in 1950, but 
Hoffmann and his wife Shirley (a Russian 
Jew he met in Shanghai and married at the 
synagogue Ohel Moshe) stayed on after the 
Communist victory in 1949 because they 
enjoyed their lives in Shanghai and were 
hopeful they could carry on as normally as 
one could expect.  He studied at the French 
Jesuit Aurora University in Shanghai and 
found a job at a law firm there.

Almost as soon as the Communists won 
the civil war, another war broke out in Korea 
and now China and the US were at opposite 
ends of this conflict, unlike during WWII.  
Hoffmann’s boss at the law firm had to 
leave suddenly because he had worked with 
Chiang Kai-shek and other high-ranking 
Nationalists.

Hoffmann was put in charge of the 
Shanghai office with the eventual task of 
closing it down, although there seemed to 
be no great rush.  Business did not come to 
an immediate halt on 1 October 1949 and 
other companies also stayed on with hopes 
they could continue to operate in China.  In 
addition to running the law firm, Hoffman 
was also tasked with paying the employees 
of the shipping firm, United States Lines, af-
ter their American manager left Shanghai for 
good.  The latter proved harrowing because 
of the Korean War.  The US froze all Chinese 
funds in America and the shipping company 
could not send salaries to its 50 employees in 

About the reviewer

Susan Blumberg-Kason is the author 
of “Good Chinese Wife: A Love Affair 
with China Gone Wrong” and co-edited 
“Hong Kong Noir.”

As a child, she dreamed of visiting 
China and Hong Kong and eventually, 
went to study Mandarin and received 
a Master of Philosophy in Govern-
ment and Public Administration from 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
where she also researched emerging 
women’s rights.  She’s a freelance 
journalist now based in the Chicago 
suburbs, where she is also an elected 
trustee of her public library as well.

Shanghai until the US Treasury Department 
approved it.  With growing anti-American 
sentiment in Shanghai because of this new 
war, Hoffmann had dozens of disgruntled 
employees who took out their frustrations 
on him.

The Hoffmans were finally ready to 
leave Shanghai by early 1952 when Shir-
ley became pregnant with their first child.  
They went through Europe; by the time 
they reached Vienna in April 1952, Hoff-
mann learned that police had come to his 
Shanghai home to arrest him, only to find 
that he and Shirley had left.  The charges 
were espionage.

The arrest of a Chinese lawyer, Dr. Ai, 
the same day would seem to explain what 
happened.  I had worked with Dr. Ai to 
translate official, published legal decrees 
and sent them to Mr. Allman [his boss at 
the law firm] so that he could continue to 
advise clients in the United States on legal 
problems in China.  In the twisted minds of 
a police state everyone is under suspicion.

For all his distressing experiences after 
1949, Hoffmann wrote that he could un-
derstand the appeal of Communism after 
decades of corruption and wealth disparities, 
but he couldn’t see any silver lining during 
his experiences those first three years of the 

new government.  Hoffmann passed away 
in 2010 after enjoying a successful career in 
the US as a trademark attorney.  He wrote 
this book so his children and grandchildren 
would know about his life in China.  And 
now thanks to his daughter, people inter-
ested in the Shanghai Jewish experience and 
life in Shanghai following 1949 can, too. ♦
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2022 U.S. Olympic figure skating team well 
represented by Chinese Americans

The U.S. Olympic figure skaters are 
selected based on their overall accom-
plishments, consistency as well as their 
performances at the U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships and international scores., 

Of the 200 U.S. athletes participating 
in the Beijing Olympics, the 16-member 
figure skating team includes five Chinese 
Americans and two additional “alternate” 
members! 

Following are a brief introduction to 
the Chinese American skaters competing 
in Beijing:

Karen Chen (b. 1999) placed 11th 
at the 2018 Winter Olympics. Feeling she 
could have done better, she took a break 
from Cornell University to focus on train-
ing for a second go at the 2022 Winter 
Olympics. She is known for her speed and 
lovely spins.

Chen started skating at 4 and began 
competing at 6. Naturally shy, she said she 
felt like a different person on the ice. “Being 
able to fly across the ice and being able to 
spin until my fingertips tingle is one of my 
favorite feelings in the world. It is one of the 
many reasons why I love skating,” she said.

Chen was home-schooled from sixth 
grade on so she had flexibility in scheduling 
her practice on ice. She sat out the 2018-19 
season because of a stress fracture in her 
right foot. She also sat out her sophomore 
year at Cornell in 2020-21 because all 
classes were virtual and she did not want to 
miss out on the “whole college experience.” 
Instead, she trained full-time in Colorado 
Springs.

Chen was born in Fremont, Calif., home 
of another Olympic champion, Kristi Yama-
guchi. Her engineer parents are immigrants 
from Taiwan and her younger brother 
Jeffrey (b. 2002) also competes in ice 
dancing and is the third alternate in the 

ice dance team. He began skating in 2010 
and switched over to ice dance in 2015. He 
trains in Michigan. (See the young brother-
sister duo on p. 1.)

Nathan Chen (b. 1999), three-time 
world champion and no relation to Karen 
and Jeffrey above, was a 2018 Olympic 
bronze medalist (team). He finished a 
disappointing fifth in the men’s event in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. Chen is the 
most decorated U.S. men’s skater since the 
‘40s and ‘50s. He is also the first man in 
the world to be credited with landing five 
different types of quadruple jumps in inter-
national competitions, thereby earning him 
the nickname of the “quad king.”

Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, he began 
skating at 3 after watching his four older 
siblings play hockey and figure skate. He 
competed in gymnastics for seven years 
and had trained in ballet. He entered his 
first skating competition in 2003 and at 
the 2010 U.S. Championships, became the 
youngest novice champion in U.S. Figure 
Skating history! 

When not practicing his jumps and pre-
paring for the Olympics, Chen is pursuing a 
degree in statistics and data science at Yale. 
He also enjoys playing the guitar and biking 
along the beach.

Chen, the top contender for a gold in 
Beijing, credits his mother’s support from 
day one and both parents for being great role 
models in life. His parents are immigrants 
from China – father is a medical research 
scientist from rural China and mother is a 
medical translator from Beijing

"My parents migrated to the U.S. in 
their 20s, when they had nothing and lived 

a difficult life. So they had to make their 
way through hard work," said Chen. "They 
always want us to know that there is lots of 
hard work behind each success. Therefore, 
my older brothers and sisters as well as me 
have had some success in our careers."

Madison Chock (b. 1992) is of Chi-
nese Hawaiian descent on her father’s side. 
She and her (on- and off-ice) partner Evan 
Bates took the ice dancing title at U.S. 
Championships in 2015, 2020 and 2022. 
The couple is known for their stunning lifts 
and inventive choreography. They train at 
the renowned Ice Academy of Montreal. It 
will be their third appearance on Olympic 
ice in Beijing.

California-born Chock began skating 
at age 5 having watched it on TV with her 
parents. At age 12, it was suggested to her 
to try ice dancing. She tried it and enjoyed 
it. She and another partner won gold at the 
2007 Junior Grand Prix debut. She started 
partnering with Bates in the 2011-12 season.

In Beijing, Chock and Bates will per-
form their “Lovers from Outer Space” free 
dance, the story of an astronaut who falls in 
love with an inhabitant of another planet. 
Said Chock, “Our program at its roots is 
about love and acceptance, and finding 
love and acceptance in someone who's 
different than you are … we just want to 
remind everyone that you can find love with 
someone that is different than you, and from 
a different place.”

Chock designs skating costumes for 
herself and partner, and also for other skat-
ers. Other hobbies include drawing, painting 
and reading.

Alysa Liu (b. 2005) is the youngest 
member of the team. Her father, an attorney 
who immigrated to the U.S. from a small 
mountain village in Szechuan in the 1990s, 
used to take her to watch Michelle Kwan 
skate at the Oakland Ice Center. 

California-born Liu began group skat-
ing lessons at age 5 and quicky moved on 
to individual lessons. She participated in 
her first competition in 2015, coming in at 
seventh place at the Central Pacific Region-
als. At just 12, she became the youngest 
skater in history and third American woman 
ever to land a triple axel in an international 
competition.

At the 2019 Junior Grand Prix in Lake 
Placid, NY, she is the first woman ever to 
land a triple axel and quadruple jump in 
the same program. She was the youngest 
U.S. champion ever, at age 13, and in 2020, 
she became the youngest ever two-time 
champion.

A former Olympic medalist compared 
Liu to gymnast Simone Biles. No pressure! 

He said Liu was the “Simone Biles of 
figure-skating. Alysa does things so eas-
ily, but if you’re an average viewer, you 
almost don’t appreciate how difficult and 
revolutionary the program that she’s put-
ting out is.” 

When told of the comparison, the 
16-year-old responded, “That’s like a re-
ally big honor because I love Simone Biles 
a lot!” 

When she began missing too much 
school because of competitions, her mother 
started home-schooling her, using the same 
online program other skaters have used. She 
graduated high school last June.

Vincent Zhou (b. 2000) was born in 
San Jose, but grew up in Palo Alto, Calif., 
to Chinese immigrant parents, both of whom 
are computer scientists in Silicon Valley. 
To accommodate his skating schedule, he 
attended online high school and enrolled 
at Brown University in 2019. He is taking 
a leave of absence from academics to train 
for the Winter Olympics.

“Due to the high Asian population in 
California's Bay Area, competition in aca-
demics is very fierce,” Zhou said. “Only the 
highly competitive, hardworking, diligent, 
committed people make it. That played a 
huge part in me understanding the standards 
my family has for academics and whatever I 
decided to pursue in terms of sport.”

Although Zhou only medaled for the 
team event in PyeongChang, he was the first 
person to successfully land a quadruple Lutz 
jump at the Olympics in the short program. 

Zhou said his parents “were willing to 
make sacrifices for my skating career that 
no parents in our community, or anyone we 
had heard of, were willing to … At the same 
time, they maintained that academics would 
always be the most important thing, and 
the values they taught me helped shape my 
character in and out of sports very much.”

He started skating at 5. When he was 9, 
he became a member of the All-Year Figure 
Skating Club in Riverside, Calif. and won 
three national titles at different levels in 
three consecutive years: 2011 U.S. inter-
mediate champion, 2012 novice champion 
and 2013 U.S. junior champion. 2022 will 
be his second Olympic games.

Last, but not least, is third alternate 
Jimmy Ma. Ma is the understudy, the 
replacement, if you will, should one of the 
key figure skaters be unable to compete. 
He will still need to practice daily and be at 
the top of his game should he be required to 

Continued on page 15
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step in. The alternate spot is ever important 
during COVID!

A Long Island, NY, native, Ma’s first 
experience on the ice was no indication of 
what was to come. The 8-year-old had a 
terrible time at the skating rink – friend’s 
birthday party venue, he said, because he 
fell on his face. His mother took that op-
portunity to sign him up for lessons so he 
could “learn to pick myself up.” Although 
skating skills had not kicked in then, he did 
excel at other areas: swimming and piano. 
At 10, he defeated 17-year-olds at the but-

terfly stroke. He also performed as a concert 
pianist at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. 

Eventually, the passion for skating stuck 
and he trained with “big sister” Felicia 
Zhang, a two-time medalist in pairs at the 
U.S. Nationals. Ma looked up to Zhang as 
“she set the bar for me.”

His parents stressed the importance of 
having music in his life, so he was prac-
ticing as a concert pianist as well. In the 
end, he chose skating, but said his music 
background helps making his music selec-
tions for his programs and with his skating. 
He made headlines skating to a hip-hop/
rap song at the 2018 U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships.

“I am so lucky to have parents who have 
supported me so much. … I have something 
to fall back on. I can still go back to school 
and have parents who support me. This is 
not readily available for a lot of people. I 
count that blessing every day. I will never 
forget what they have done, and are still 
doing, for me,” Ma reflected.

Ma also speaks fluent Mandarin and 
Cantonese because, “My mom made this 
rule that she would not listen to me if I spoke 
English in the house because she wanted me 
to be bilingual,” he said.

The underlying theme appears to be 
these Chinese American athletes all deeply 
appreciate the fact they are where they’re 
at because of their parents’ support and 
sacrifices. The drive and focus on training 

result from seeing what their immigrant 
parents went through to provide the envi-
ronment possible for their athletic careers. 
Their parents’ struggle in an adopted country 
afforded them their opportunities lead them 
to work as hard as they could and forge a 
winning mind-set. Their coaches acknowl-
edge the discipline exhibited by Chinese 
skaters, which is quite unlike their American 
peers’. Chinese skaters set high standards 

for themselves. One coach described the 
difference this way, “… American kids are 
taught, ‘Oh, dear! You have a right to stand 
up for whatever you think! . . . Are you be-
ing abused by a coach who is telling you to 
do it again?’”

Be sure to tune in to watch the skaters’ 
performances with this link to a schedule 
of the various skating events, beginning 
Feb. 4. ♦

Vincent Zhou

Late last month China’s National Bureau 
of Statistics reported there was a net popula-
tion growth of 480,000 people in 2021.

For five consecutive years, China’s 
birthrate has declined, from 12.4 (in 2017) 
to 7.52 (in 2021) births for every 1,000 
citizens.  It is the lowest in close to 60 years.

"Working overtime night and day and 
facing the ridiculous cost of goods … who 
wants your children to grow up in such an 
environment?” quipped a Weibo user.

China’s population growth (or lack of 
it) is a ticking time bomb as its economy 
is heavily labor-based.  The Chinese 2020 
census report the country would start to 
experience negative population growth in 
2031.  These factors -- shrinking (decrease 
of 35 million people in the next five years) 

and aging (one-third of China's population 
will be retirees in 25 years) workforce and 
slowing productivity growth – do not bode 
well for China’s ambition to overtake the 
U.S. in economic growth. ♦

News

Low birthrate

https://chinainsight.info/events-2016.html
https://www.mnchinese.org/
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Minnesota 
Orchestra presents 
a Lunar New Year 
world premiere by 
Gao Hong
By Greg Hugh | February 2022

A new work commissioned by the 
Minnesota Orchestra is special — only 20 
such works have been introduced on the 
Orchestra’s subscription series in the past 19 
years — and the upcoming Lunar New Year 
concerts on February 5 and 6 bring an even 
greater rarity: the Feb. 5 world premiere of 
a new concerto will feature the composer 
herself as soloist.

Words from the composer
Chinese-born Minnesota-based pipa 

player Gao Hong will perform the world 
premiere of her three-movement Guangxi 
Impression Concerto for Pipa and Orchestra 
at the first of its two Lunar New Year con-
certs, with Junping Qian conducting.  (Gao 
performs Guangxi Impression on the Feb. 
5 program only.)  She shared the following 
comments on her new composition:

“Guangxi is a province in southern 
China that sports a rich diverse population 
that includes 48 different ethnic groups.  
This piece is in three movements: Dance of 
Tiaodan, Summer Cicadas and Celebrating 
the Harvest.

Dance of Tiaodan: “The first movement 
depicts Tiaodan people as they carry goods 
on their shoulders with bamboo sticks.  The 
music describes the people as they work 
happily in the field.  People one-by-one 
come from far away with the bamboo sticks 
on their shoulders, creating ‘biandan’ up and 
down movements that simulate dancing.”

Summer Cicadas: “In Guangxi, the 
weather is very hot and the cicadas are very 
noisy.  But in the Dong minority, the most 
famous song is inspired by the sounds of the 
cicadas.  The music describes a hot summer 
day, with young men and women looking 
for lovers during work breaks in the field.”  

Celebrating the Harvest: “A plentiful 
harvest is cause to celebrate in Guangxi, 
and I depict this celebration with sounds 
of percussion bands and celebratory words 
near the movement’s end.”

About Gao Hong
Chinese performer and composer Gao is 

a master of the pear-shaped lute, the pipa.  
She began her career as a professional mu-
sician at age 12, and later graduated from 
China’s premier music school, the Central 
Conservatory of Music in Beijing.  Gao has 
received numerous top awards and honors, 
including first prize in the Hebei Profes-
sional Young Music Performers Competi-
tion; an International Art Cup in Beijing; 
the prestigious Bush Artist Fellowship; five 
McKnight Artist Fellowships for Perform-
ing Musicians; numerous grants and fellow-
ships from the Minnesota State Arts Board; 
and a Sally Award.  

Gao has performed throughout Europe, 
Australia, Argentina, Japan, Hong Kong, 
China and the U.S. in solo concerts, and with 
orchestras, jazz musicians and performers 

from many cultures.  She is a guest profes-
sor at the Central Conservatory of Music, 
China Conservatory of Music, Tianjin 
Conservatory of Music and Hebei Voca-
tional Arts College.  She teaches Chinese 
musical instruments and is director of the 
Chinese Music Ensemble and Global Music 
Ensemble at Carleton College in North-
field, Minn.  Gao’s most recent recording 
of live compositions and improvisations 
with oudest Issam Rafea, “From Our World 
to Yours,” was released in 2020 and was 
awarded gold medals in two categories by 
the Global Music Awards.

Minnesota Orchestra Lunar 
New Year concerts

The Minnesota Orchestra will perform a 
pair of Lunar New Year concerts on Feb. 5 
and 6, with conductor Junping Qian leading 
the Orchestra in music that honors family 
traditions and themes of unity and health.  
The Saturday, Feb. 5, 8 p.m. concert features 
the world premiere performance of Gao 
Hong’s Guangxi Impression Concerto for 
Pipa and Orchestra, with the composer as 
soloist, and the Sunday, Feb. 6 Lunar New 
Year Relaxed Family Concert at 2 p.m. is 
presented in a slightly shorter version geared 
toward families.  The concert on Feb. 5 
will be broadcast live on Twin Cities PBS 
and streamed online, and both concerts are 
presented as part of The Great Northern.

These concerts will be performed at 
Orchestra Hall in downtown Minneapolis.  
More  informat ion  i s  ava i lab le  a t 
minnesotaorchestra.org and by phone at 
612-371-5656.

For ticket and purchasing details, refer 
to the information in the accompanying an-
nouncement on page 17. ♦

Gao Hong

https://www.tccdcmn.org/
https://www.minnesotaorchestra.org/
https://www.phoenixchinesedance.org/
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LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
FEB 5  6:30PM
Open to the public; Dragon display, cultural booths,  
dance and music.

LUNAR NEW YEAR CONCERT
FEB 5  8PM
$20 TICKETS WITH CODE TIGER22 
$12 TICKETS ( YOUTH AND STUDENT RUSH PRICE)

RELAXED FAMILY CONCERT: 
LUNAR NEW YEAR 
FEB 6  2PM
The one-hour Relaxed Family Concert is designed for 
audiences of all ages and abilities, including individuals  
on the autism spectrum and those with sensory 
sensitivities. Come enjoy music with family and friends  
in an inclusive environment where everyone is welcome  
to be who they are!
$12 TICKETS
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*Please note that anyone, including children, entering Orchestra Hall will be required to show proof upon arrival of full COVID-19 vaccination or a negative COVID-19 PCR test. 
More information at minnesotaorchestra.org/safety.

Junping Qian, conductor  |  Roz Tsai, host  |  Rui Du, violin  |  Gao Hong, pipa (琵琶) (FEB 5 ONLY) 
Zhengang Xie, jing hu (京胡) master  |  Mei Hu, yue qin (月琴) master  |  Fei Xie, artistic consultant 

 Asian Media Access, artistic partner  |  Minnesota Orchestra

Alliance of Minnesota Chinese Organizations    CAAM Chinese Dance Theater 

Center for Community Services    Hua Xing Arts Group of Minnesota    

Minghua Chinese School    Xing Xing Academy    Yinghua Academy

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org to purchase your tickets and use code TIGER22 to get the special discounted 
rate of $20 for the February 5 concert. Limit four (4) tickets. Contact Group Sales for discounted rates  

for groups of ten or more at  612-371-5662 or groupsales@mnorch.org.

Lunar New Year Celebration
中国新年庆典暨新春音乐会

ORC HESTRA HALL   |    1 1 1 1  NICOLLE T MALL   |    MINNE APOLIS,  MN 55403

Welcome the Year of the Tiger and celebrate the  
Lunar New Year with the Minnesota Orchestra!*

Alliance  of 
Chinese  
Culture & 
Arts USA 
美国华艺 

Event  
Partners:

https://www.minnesotaorchestra.org/tickets/calendar/2122/lunar-new-year
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CELEBRATE
LUNAR NEW YEAR WITH US

Together we will celebrate the Lunar New Year, “Year of the Tiger,” 
and share an atmosphere of festive joy in a safe, wide-open space. 
The celebration will showcase rich cultural presentations, brilliant 

artistic performances + gorgeous Lunar New Year décor.

Enjoy the featured photo backdrop (in the Huntington Bank Rotunda) 

during Mall hours February 12 – 13, 2022. 

Be sure to snap + share your photo and tag @mallofamerica!

We hope you can join us to celebrate the “Year of the Tiger!”

MallofAmerica.com/LunarNewYear

20 22

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12 + 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

12:30 – 4 P.M. 
HUNTINGTON® BANK ROTUNDA

https://www.mallofamerica.com/lunarnewyear

