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New Chinese conspicuous 
consumption by the lake?

Not quite, but this new pavilion is going up by the lake. Which lake? Whose pavilion? Details are on 
page 8.

Mid-Autumn Festival (Zhōng Qiu Jié, 
中秋節) is the second-most important fes-
tival after Chinese New Year. It falls on the 
15th day of the eighth lunar month. This 
year, Chinese families the world over will 
spend the evening of Sept. 24 gazing at the 
beautiful full moon.

The festival usually falls around the 
autumn equinox and probably began as a 
harvest festival as there is an abundance 
of agricultural products harvested this time 
of the year. The custom of worshipping the 
moon by Han and minority nationalities 
can be traced back to the ancient Xia and 
Shang Dynasties (2000 B.C.-1066 B.C.) 
when people held ceremonies to celebrate 
the bountiful harvests with loved ones and 
greet the arrival of winter. By the Tang 
Dynasty (A.D. 618-90.), folks had taken 
to celebrating the festival with outings to 
nearby lakes to observe the bright, full moon 
and its reflection in the water. 

Chinese also regard the full moon a sym-
bol of family unity. Therefore, Mid-Autumn 
Festival is a time for family reunions. It is 
one of the seven legal holidays in China, 
giving many a chance to travel home to 
celebrate the festival with family. Growing 
up in Hong Kong, Mid-Autumn Festival was 

a night where the writer and friends get to 
light up candles inside paper lanterns in the 
shape of the star fruit, fish, rabbits and tanks! 
Yep, go figure! And woe to those whose 
lanterns go up in flames early in the night!

Two popular legends associated with 
the festival are:

The moon lady
It was believed that around 2170 B.C. 

there were 10 suns circling the earth. One 
day, all 10 rose at the same time. The heat 
they generated was so intense that crops 
wilted away and people died of thirst. Hou 
Yi, an expert archer with a red bow and 

Mid-Autumn Festival
By Elaine Dunn

Children holding lanterns
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All of us at China Insight hope that your 
summer has been a fulfilling one. We are 
pleased to reconnect with you again after 
enjoying our own summer hiatus that we 
normally take during the month of August 
so that our all-volunteer staff has a chance 
to recharge. 

During our summer break, the Twin Cit-
ies hosted a number of traditional events like 
the Dragon Festival that included the official 
groundbreaking for a Chinese Garden (page 
8) and the Aquatennial Festival along with 
other perennial favorites and will close the 
summer with the State Fair and Renaissance 
Festival as many families prepare to return 
to school.

The summer also saw many visitors 
from China that included business, cultural 
and education delegations. A delegation of 
17 representatives from Chongqing, recently 
visited and we plan to do a follow up article 
on their visit in October. In the meantime, 
you can read about the city of Chongqing 
on page 12.

While Minnesotans still await the arrival 
of Indian summer, Chinese-Americans get 
to celebrate yet another holiday. The Moon 
Festival, also known as the Mid-Autumn 
Festival, falls on the 15th day of the 8th 
lunar month, which this year occurs on Sept. 
24. See article on page 1.

Last year, I committed the resources of 
China Insight to support the awarding of 
the Congressional Gold Medal for WWII 

Chinese-American Veterans and although 
we have made progress regarding this leg-
islation, we are not there yet. As noted in 
previous editions of the paper, China Insight 
normally does not undertake nor sponsor 
any kind of causes, but has made an excep-
tion since we feel this is a no-brainer, non-
partisan recognition that has been earned by 
Chinese-Americans who served gallantly 
in World War II. Although the Chinese-
American community has always strived to 
be good citizens, history has shown that they 
have not been treated fairly and need to let 
their Congressional leaders know their ser-
vice to our country needs to be recognized. 
Like many minorities, Chinese-Americans 
overcame discrimination and served their 
country bravely and honorably. We need to 
encourage Congress to act favorably and 
swiftly on this proposal to commemorate the 
service of these Chinese American veterans.

In Minnesota, Erik Paulsen, District 3; 
Tom Emmer, District 6; and Collin Peterson, 
District 7 have not yet agreed to co-sponsor 
House Bill 2358. If you (or if you know 
people who) live in their districts, please 
contact them and encourage them to co-
sponsor the bill. Please feel free to revise the 
suggested letter at www.chinainsight.info/
caww2/ to suit your own style. But please 
make sure you sign it (or use it as cover for 
a petition) before you send it.

While we hope all Minnesotans of 
Chinese-American descent will do their 

part, our success will need the support of 
everyone throughout the country so we are 
also including a website where you can get 
more information at https://chinainsight.
info/caww2/. You also can contact your 
Congressional members of your state at: 
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/ 
and https://www.house.gov/representatives/
find/.

While we expect the Chinese-American 
community to lobby for this proposed leg-
islation, we welcome participation from all 
Americans throughout the country since 
a Congressional Gold Medal for WWII 
Chinese American Veterans would be ap-
propriate in light as to the racial unrest now 
being experienced in the country.

China Insight intends to use whatever 
resources it has available to get the Con-
gressional Gold Medal approved. We will 
be reaching out to newspapers and other 
media to publicize the effort. If you have any 
contacts or other suggestions, please contact 
me. It would also be extremely helpful if we 
can locate a living Chinese American WWII 
veteran so his/her story could be shared.

As, always, thank you for your support 
and do get involved with the Congressional 
Gold Medal for WWII Chinese American 
Veterans initiative as recommended on 
page 11.

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
Publisher - CEO
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By the numbers

Chinese economic 
numbers

The looming U.S.-China trade war 
casts a shadow over economic growth. On 
Aug.23, tariffs on US$16 billion went into 
effect.

High on the Chinese government’s 
leadership agenda is the restructuring of its 
economy to transfer its investment-driven 
model to a more sustainable one. Its latest 
economic growth numbers show that may 
not be happening. In July, a researcher for 
the People’s Bank of China openly criti-
cized the Finance Ministry for its failure to 
“effectively regulate the financial behavior 
of provincial and local authorities,” exac-
erbating the debt problem. There are signs 
the government is beginning to tighten its 
purse strings. 

However, most economic analysts agree 
that data released by the Chinese govern-
ment for the first half of 2018 on July 6 that 
China is on course to meet its annual GDP 
(gross domestic product) target.

The impending trade war with the U.S. 
will only put the Chinese economy at greater 
risk. The same can be said for the U.S. 
economy as well! Here are some telling 
figures pertaining to the Chinese:

6.5 percent annual GDP growth target an-
ticipated to be met by the end of the year.

6.8 percent GDP growth rate for the first 
six months of 2018. Strength is exports, 
retail sales and property market has helped 
spur growth.

9.7 percent increase from the same period 
a year ago in total real estate investment, 
indicating that China’s economic growth is 
largely driven by real estate investments.

43 percent increase in land grant fees – fees 
collected by local governments from real 
estate developers – from a year ago, further 
proof that provincial and local governments 
are continuing to pursue expansive real 
estate policies.

270 million USD decrease in central gov-
ernment budget allocation to the “three 
public expenses”: vehicles, receptions and 
overseas trips. Since these budget figures 
became public in 2011, spending in these 
sectors have experienced a constant decline, 
from US$1.42b in 2011 to the budgeted 
figure of US$877m for 2018.

2 trillion USD is the average annual exports 
from China, with approximately US$600-
700 billion coming from the processing 
industry, which is under additional U.S. 
tariffs of 10-25 percent when they come into 
effect in September.

21.7 percent year-on-year decrease of 
China’s surplus trade in goods in U.S. dol-
lars in the first half of 2018 compared to 
same time period in 2017.

17.6 percent net annual return of global 
investments in 2017 by China Investment 
Corporation, China’s sovereign wealth 
fund. ♦

Go east

Go green

Go raw

Go Canadian

Go poof!

China’s Urban Planning, Land and 
Resources Commission of Beijing 
Municipality and Tongzhou District 
government released a plan to relocate 
approximately 400,000-500,000 Bei-
jing residents from the city center to the 
outer district of Tongzhou by 2035. The 
spacious community will be “modern, 
human-centered and well-balanced.” 

Besides freeing up space in Beijing, 
the subcenter will link the development 
of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei regions 
and serve three main functions: govern-
ment administration, business services, 
and culture and tourism. ♦

New graduates who took a job with 
a bridal photography studio in Yichang, 
Hubei Province, were given quotas they 
had to meet. The employer told them if 
they did not make the first day’s quote, 
they would have to eat raw eggs and 
bitter melons. If they did not make the 
second day’s quota, they would have to 
eat raw beef.

A number of the new-hires ended 
up eating raw eggs and bitter melons at 
the end of the first day of work. Some 
fdid not show up for work the second 
day. The parents of one who had to eat 
raw eggs showed up to confront the 
employer, saying their daughter had a 

Hankering for more choices to get a 
cup of java and a doughnut in mainland 
China? Tim Hortons is coming to the 
rescue! The Canadian chain plans to 
open 1,500 locations in the next 10 years 
despite stiff competition. Seattle-based 
giant Starbucks already has 3,300 stores 
in China as of May 2018 and U.K. chain 
Costa Coffee has 449 branches. But 
then, Tim Hortons has great chocolate 
doughnuts!! ♦

French police seized 10 Chinese-owned 
wineries in the Bordeaux region on July 
4 for suspicion of tax fraud. 
French authorities had been monitoring 
them since the Dalian-based conglom-
eration bought 24 wineries since 2014 
when the group was reported in the 
Chiinese National Audit Office that it 
received state funding to purchase for-
eign technology but bought vineyards 
instead.
Investigators found evidence of trans-
actions between French and offshore 
companies with no business links as 
well as a loan based on falsified notary 
statements. ♦

Bamboo, also known as green gold, 
is slated to take a major role in the green 
revolution. Bamboo grows quickly, is 
very flexible and light, and can provide 
a sustainable alternative to cement, 
plastic and steel.

During a three-day conference or-
ganized by the International Bamboo 
and Rattan Organization and China’s 
National Forestry and Grassland Admin-
istration in Beijing in June, bamboo’s 
multifunctional uses were showcased. 
The conference had 1,200 attendees from 
70 countries.

China has one third of the world’s 
bamboo forests -- more than six million 
hectares -- and holds 90 percent of the 
international export market for laminated 
bamboo flooring. Since 2007, China also 
has been working on a new bamboo 
composite for making pipes as bamboo’s 
material strength excels in making long, 
straight products. ♦

stomachache from the raw punishment. 
The employer said their daughter could 
quit!

Thankfully the studio is now under 
investigation. ♦

Noodles jam
No, not the sweet kind of jam.  A traf-

fic jam. 

The above screengrab from Weibo says, 
“Danger, man cooking noodles in the middle 
of the road.”

Traffic on the Gaozan Bridge in Foshan, 
Guangdong Province, came to a screech-
ing halt one rainy August day when a man 
decided to cook his noodles in the middle 
of the road!  Noodles in a wok atop of a 
gas-canister stove.  

Not sure how long before the police took 
him away and cleared traffic.  But netizens 
had a field day: “Can I have a bowl of 
noodles too please?”  “You like eating dust 
and drinking rainwater?” came a response 
from another.  “You should cook that when 
it’s 40 degrees Celsius outside,” commented 
another matter-of-factly.

Burger meltdown
A man with a young daughter tethered 

to his waist raised a big ruckus at a Hong 
Kong MickeyD when he found out he was 
out of luck getting in on the day’s “2 burgers 
for HK$10 (US$1.30)” promo.

He argued with the staff in foul lan-
guage.  He got into a scuffle with another 
customer who asked him to calm down and 
not set a bad example for his daughter.  His 
retort, “What business is it of yours how I 
teach my daughter?”  

Poor kid!

Yoga murder
A Chinese University of Hong Kong 

professor is currently on trial for murder-
ing his wife and daughter in 2015.  He’s 
accused of filling up a yoga ball with carbon 
monoxide from his lab under the guise of 
conducting “research.”  He left the ball in 
his wife’s car after making a hole in it for 
the gas to leak.  

His motive?  He was having an affair 
with a student.  He pleaded “not guilty.”  
Of course. ♦
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Communities split on the ethnic data disaggregation 
issue
By Elaine Dunn

Chinese-Americans pushing back on identity politics
By Randy Sutter, co-chair, Minnesota Senate District 49

The room was filled to capacity on July 
8 when a large group of Chinese Ameri-
cans from across the Twin Cities shared a 
potluck dinner at the Kang Le Adult Day 
Care Center in Edina and listened to invited 
candidates for local and statewide office. 
Significantly, most of the candidates were 
Republicans. 

Not all of the remarks were made by the 
candidates. Those remarks made by mem-
bers of the Chinese American community 
underscored the values that we share.

The Chinese-Americans present were 
particularly concerned with how “data dis-
aggregation” is being applied to education 
in Minnesota and in the nation. Data disag-

gregation refers to the collecting of informa-
tion about students in schools, broken out by 
such factors as race or ethnic group. 

While data disaggregation may benefit 
certain statistical analyses, it can also lead 
to identity politics. The Chinese-Americans 
can point to where their community has been 
hurt by policies rooted in identity politics, 
and they are firmly against the use of data 
disaggregation in schools.

There are some 40,000 Chinese Ameri-
cans in Minnesota. Nearly 300 Chinese 
Americans came together at the capitol in 
St. Paul on April 12 to protest the legisla-
tion promoting data disaggregation. The 
leaders of the protest are expanding beyond 

the Chinese-American community to reach 
out to the Korean Americans, Cambodian 
Americans, and other Asian ethnic groups 
that are disadvantaged by these policies.

The community leaders who spoke rec-
ognized that data disaggregation has been 
claimed as a means of closing the education 
achievement gap. However, these leaders 
felt strongly that the causes for the gap are 
multiple and fundamentally do not correlate 
with either race or ethnic background. They 
pointed to studies that have shown educa-
tional proficiency is more a function of fam-
ily income, English proficiency, and social 
mobility. The Chinese American families 
that instill in their children a passion for 

education and perseverance in efforts to 
achieve long term goals are more successful 
than those that seek race-or ethnic-focused 
solutions.

Senator Roger Chamberlain (R-Lino 
Lakes) who was asked to speak at the gath-
ering had been helpful in voicing the con-
cerns of the Chinese American community. 
He stated that we have much in common 
with the Chinese-American community, 
emphasizing the value that bind us together 
as Americans.

His speech is shared on pages 4-5 of 
this paper. He promised to work with his 
colleagues to repeal the law. ♦

Harvard University over its race-based 
admission criteria (see C100 piece on p. 
#). Their fear is that data disaggregation 
may exacerbate the hidden quota at elite 
universities, favoring Southeast Asians at 
the expanse of East Asians. Randy Sutter’s 
article on “Chinese-Americans pushing 
back on identity politics” on page # provides 
details on Chinese-American concerns.

As in other states, the Minnesotan Asian 
American communities are divided over the 
issue. In the May 2018 China Insight, Chuck 
Li voiced his concerns over the bill in an 
Opinion piece. Subsequent months’ China 
Insight covered responses from proponents 
and opponents of the bill. 

On July 8, more than 200 members from 
the Cambodian, Chinese, Indian, Korean 
and Malaysian communities and 20 invited 

Not only is the nation divided over the 
2016 election, it is also divided over the 
Data Disaggregation Bill. 

“California Data Disaggregation Bill 
Sparks Debate in Asian-American Com-
munity” aired one NBC News headline.

“Controversial Asian Disaggregation 
Bill Aired Out in Southern Brooklyn” pro-
claimed Kings County Politics.

“As I See It: Stop Massachusetts from 
creating an unconstitutional ‘Asian Regis-
try’” read an Opinion piece in the Telegram 
in Worcester, Mass.

What is this Data Disaggregation Bill? 
Why the uproar?

The bill calls for collecting additional 
data on Asian-Americans. Supporters of the 
bill believe collecting and separating data by 
ethnicity (data disaggregation), “can help 
expose disparities among Asian-Americans, 
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders in 
such areas such as education and healthcare 
that might otherwise go unnoticed within 
this diverse group.” Executive Director 
Vincent Pan of the Chinese for Affirma-
tive Action group said, “Without accurate 
and disaggregated data, Asian-Americans 
and Pacific Islanders are more likely to 
face the harms of systemic discrimination. 
Good data helps us understand where the 
problems are and what is needed to address 
those problems.”

The opposing camp waved picket signs 
and American flags on state capitol steps. 
Hundreds of Minnesotans did just that in 

April 2018. Other Asian American immi-
grants across the country (such as Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island) raised their concerns as well. “Stop 
the racist bill!” they chanted, as the bill only 
affected Asian-Americans, which makes up 
approximately 6 percent of the total U.S. 
population, and not any other racial groups. 
Bill opponents expressed fear of being fur-
ther labeled other than American, opening 
up the possibility of intentional and unfair 
targeting of ethnic groups down the road. 
An eighth-grader in Connecticut testified 
that “This bill would mean that I would be 
stereotyped more as a Chinese person, and 
not American.”

A public policy professor at the Uni-
versity of California-Riverside says the bill 
divides a generation of more recent Chinese 
immigrants and the more established Asian 
American groups.

Nationwide, about 51 percent of Asian-
Americans age 25 and older hold a bach-
elor’s degree or higher as opposed to 30 
percent for all Americans. However, within 
Asian-Americans, 72 percent of Indian 
descent hold a bachelor’s degree compared 
to 9 percent of those of Bhutanese descent. 
Additionally, within Asian-Americans, close 
to 60 percent of adult Hmong do not hold 
a high school diploma while only 9 percent 
of adult Japanese do not. 

Data disaggregation are of particular 
concern for the Chinese-American com-
munity in light of the current lawsuit against 

Data disaggregation opponents held a rally on April 12, 2018. Excerpts from Senator Roger Chamberlain’s July 8, 2018 
speech at Kang Le Adult Day Care, Edina

People often ask me what the best part 
of my elected experience is. First, I have 
met some truly fascinating people and 
secondly, I have learned a lot of amaz-
ing things. And that has been true of my 
experience with all of you … 

I was asked to share my thoughts on 
a variety of issues; education, equal op-
portunity, equal rights, identity politics 
and, of course, the 2016 legislation on 
disaggregated data. 

They are intimately related and, I 
attest, disaggregated data is a symptom 
of a much larger disease afflicting our 
government and culture. 

I decided to give this discussion a 
weighty title. 

“In God we trust, liberty and E Pluribus Unum” (from many one)
This is a value statement. This simple phrase sums up the issues before us. It speaks 

to equal rights, equal opportunity, God given natural rights, human rights, civil rights, 
civil liberties and against identity politics. I submit this phrase transcends time, bor-
ders, race, religion, ethnicity – it speaks to all of us. It is, essentially, the focus of our 
challenges today. 

A little over two years ago I wrote a short opinion piece titled “The Melting Pot.” 
With this discussion it seemed to be appropriate to revisit the piece. I began by making 
a comparison between two popular movies – “Star Trek” and “The Hunger Games.”

“Star Trek” was about unity. There were obvious differences between the crew 
members like race, gender, and nationalities. Nonetheless, the crew members had much 
more in common and spent little time dwelling on those differences. Because of that 
understanding and their devotion to a cause bigger than themselves, they accomplished 
great things. 

official, legislators and legislator-candidates 
gathered at Kang Le Adult Day Care Center 
in Edina to discuss education and equal 
rights and equal opportunities. 

Lieutenant Governor Michelle Fisch-
bach and State Senator Roger Chamberlain 
were among the elected officials who were 
invited to speak. China Insight obtained 
a copy of Chamberlain’s speech, which 
was deemed inspiring by many attendees. 
Excerpts on his thoughts on data disaggrega-
tion are reproduced here.

Data disaggregation may result in more 
equity for health and education for the Asian 
American Pacific Islander community. But 
it may be a loss for some Asian-American 
students with high hopes for college. Is the 
price too high to pay? Where do you stand?

Sen. R. Chamberlain delivering his 
speech at Kang Le Adult Day Care on 
July 8.
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Communities split 
Continues from page 4

Committee of 100 
calls for greater 
t r anspar ency  in 
college admissions 
criteria

[NEW YORK, August 1, 2018] – In 
the ongoing 2014 lawsuit by Students for 
Fair Admission (SFFA) against Harvard 
University, alleging discrimination by Har-
vard against Asian American applicants, 
the Committee of 100 (C100) is disturbed 
by some of the initial discovery findings 
and calls on Harvard and other top colleges 
to be fully transparent in their admissions 
criteria so as to dispel any notions of dis-
crimination in student selection on the basis 
of race. C100 also urges these same colleges 
to increase the diversity of their admissions 
office staff and increase the representation of 
Asian Americans on these decision-making 
bodies.

In the SFAA case against Harvard, 
whether there is in fact an intended policy 
of discrimination against Asian American 
applicants at Harvard will be adjudicated 
in the courts in October. The discovery 
process thus far, however, has revealed some 
disturbing initial assessments. On the plain-
tiff’s end, a statistical analysis conducted of 
160,000 student files in the last 6 years of 
Harvard’s admissions revealed that Asian 
American applicants outranked all other 
racial groups on academic achievement 
(grades and test scores) and extracurricular 
activities, but consistently scored the lowest 
of all racial groups in the personal quali-
ties category (including such qualities like 
“likability”, “helpfulness”, and “courage”). 
Despite personal interviewers, and teachers 
and guidance counselors who rated Asian 
Americans on par with white applicants 
in personal qualities, Harvard admissions 
officers – many of whom have never met 
the applicants – subsequently rated these 
same Asian Americans lowest in this cat-
egory. The reasons for this discrepancy in 
personality scores are currently unknown 
to the public.

In 2013, Harvard’s own in-house re-
search division, the Office of Institutional 
Research (OIR), conducted an investigation 
into Harvard’s treatment of Asian Ameri-
cans and found that among non-athlete, 
non-legacy applicants, Asian Americans 
materially outperformed or performed on 
par with white applicants in every category 
except in the personal rating category, and 
yet were admitted at lower rates than whites 
every year over a 10-year period. Harvard 
has deemed this OIR study “incomplete, 
preliminary and based on limited inputs.’ 
Harvard’s own expert analysis in the cur-
rent case, using the same data as SFFA but 
a different methodology, claims no evidence 
of discrimination against Asian American 
applicants, but the university has refused 
to disclose details for how their admissions 
officers rate personal qualities and overall 
scores. That Harvard has further filed a mo-
tion to seal any relevant information that 
may shed light on its evaluation procedures 
cannot help but fuel suspicions that there is 
some kind of hidden systemic bias against 
Asian Americans. To prove conclusively 
that it does not in fact discriminate against 
Asian Americans or anyone else, Harvard 

should be transparent and forthcoming about 
the criteria it uses to evaluate applications. 
“C100 strongly supports the inclusion of 
historically disadvantaged and underrep-
resented groups in higher education,” says 
Frank H. Wu, president of C100. “Full 
transparency in admissions criteria can be 
a first step towards achieving these goals of 
diversity and inclusion.”

This case is especially painful for many 
Asian Americans because the across the 
board low personal ratings of Asian Ameri-
can applicants appear to suggest that Asian 
Americans have less desirable personal 
qualities, that they are somehow less lik-
able or less helpful than other applicants, 
and hearken back to anti-Asian stereotypes 
of being perpetually different, of being 
less American. Charlie Woo, Public Policy 
Engagement Chair for C100, notes, “Asian 
Americans, like all Americans, wish to be 
treated as individuals with their own unique 
life experiences, goals and dreams, and not 
discriminated against on the basis of their 
race or ethnicity.”

Claims of anti-Asian discrimination in 
top college admissions dates back to the 
1980s and are not just unique to Harvard. 
The same transparency, clarity and account-
ability that is being asked of Harvard should 
apply to other top colleges and universities. 
Secrecy only serves to maintain unequal and 
potentially discriminatory systems of review 
and decision-making and compromise the 
integrity of the entire higher education 
system.

In addition to transparency on admis-
sions criteria, C100 further calls upon these 
same colleges and universities to increase 
the diversity of their admissions office staff 
and increase the representation of Asian 
Americans on these decision-making bod-
ies. Biases towards one group or against 
another tend to be reinforced when there 
is homogeneity. “The possibility that im-
plicit bias – preconceptions and assumptions 
about others based on long-held cultural and 
racial stereotypes – may play a significant 
role in college admissions, that admissions 
officers will rate more highly and choose 
those who are more like themselves, is very 
real and should be looked at with greater 
scrutiny,” Wu noted. “A diverse admissions 
staff will ensure that a variety of views 
and life experiences are represented in 
decision-making bodies, which in turn will 
help ensure a more holistic review process 
and a fairer and more inclusive outcome.” ♦

The Committee of 100 is an internation-
al, non-partisan leadership organization of 
prominent Chinese Americans in business, 
government, academia, and the arts. For 
over 25 years, the Committee has been com-
mitted to a dual mission of promoting the 
full participation of Chinese Americans in 
all fields of American life, and encouraging 
constructive relations between the peoples 
of the United States and Greater China. 
www.committee100.org

“Hunger Games” was the opposite. It was about division. Differences were exploited; 
fear, resentment, and envy were used to maintain control and rob people of hope. Only 
a few people thrived while most lived in misery and despair. 

It has been my observation, through experience and research, that we have much 
more in common than not; our shared values bind us together. Nonetheless, in our mod-
ern culture we may have lost touch with that reality. I submit this is the consequence of 
spending so much time intensely emphasizing our differences. The irony may be that, 
the more we focus on our differences, the more separated we become from one another, 
more divided and with no appreciable gain or progress. Perhaps, one could argue we 
may be regressing.

Then we have the 2016 law requiring schools to further separate us by race and 
ethnicity – also known as Disaggregated Data (DD). Some of us recognized a continuing 
and troubling trend. More of the same, destructive identity politics. To say the least, very 
disheartening. I and others believe this requirement is at best misguided and wrong-
headed; at worst, it is unjust. We opposed the legislation, nonetheless it became law.

Let us begin with the definition of disaggregated = to separate into component 
parts. That says a lot. Much of this destructive public education thinking began in the 
mid-seventies and took off in late seventies when state and federal legislators along with 
academics determined an educational crisis was upon us. The feds then created the U.S. 
Department of Education. Since then the crisis has, by any measure, worsened and for 
the most part it has been immune to all attempts to fix it.

In reality, the most notable changes to public education system have been inexpli-
cable and endless complications to education, tremendous increase the cost, and an 
exponential growth in educational bureaucracy. In short, these ideas have been tried 
and failed time and again.

There are many reasons for the systematic failures in our public education. Of course, 
some ideas are well-intended. But perhaps there are some that are not well intended, 
ideas driven by political agendas. As for me, while I believe much of contemporary 
education policy is wrongheaded or misguided, I am also suspicious of intrusions by 
government or other institutions – it’s a matter of trust. 

Two short quotes from Henry Louis Mencken will help in summing up my thoughts 
on this. Mencken was an American writer, journalist, satirist, cultural critic and scholar 
of American English. He is regarded as one of the most influential American writers and 
prose stylists of the first half of the 20th century. 

“The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the populace alarmed (and hence 
clamorous to be led to safety) by menacing it with an endless series of hobgoblins, all 
of them imaginary.” 

“The urge to save humanity is ALMOST always a false front for the urge to rule.”
Perhaps more fundamentally troubling than flawed ideas or politics is that the law 

is unjust. In his letter from the Birmingham City Jail, April 1963, Martin Luther King 
Jr. discussed just and unjust laws. At that time, of course he was referring to the evils 
of racial segregation. He explained, quote, “A just law is manmade code that squares 
with the moral law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the 
moral law … an unjust law is a human law that is not rooted in eternal and natural 
law. Any law that uplifts human personality is just. Any law that degrades human 
personality is unjust.”

While I was listening to the discussion of the DD proposal when it was before our 
Education committee, I began to think about the larger implications of continuing down 
this path. Breaking us down into data points cannot fully explain the human experience 
or resolve all of our problems. While data is important, the obsession with our differences 
is also dehumanizing. It distracts us from a larger purpose; it has a paralyzing effect 
that prevents us from moving forward. As people, as a society, we become, in essence, 
nothing more than the sum of our parts. 

DD is wrongheaded, misguided, political and unjust. Your vigilance and actions have 
had a significant impact on changing the course of events and could lead to repeal of 
the law. My colleagues and I will continue to work to that end. 

A final quote and then I will close. This may seem dramatic, nonetheless I believe it 
is fitting. I do not know the author, it was from the Penny Dreadful series of books. The 
speaker is John Clare: 

“True evil is ... above all things, seductive. When the Devil knocks at your door, 
he doesn’t have ... cloven hooves. He is beautiful and offers your heart’s desire in 
whispered airs. Like a Siren, beckoning you to her ruinous shore.”

We must be vigilant and on our guard.
The DD law, as I mentioned earlier, is a symptom of a larger disease. It is destructive 

and corrosive, it stands in stark opposition of our shared values and principals – God, 
Liberty, From Many, One; equal rights, equal opportunity. 

America, Americanism, are but an idea; an idea that is agnostic to race, religion, 
ethnicity; an idea that transcends all of those things. And yes, it is hope and opportunity. 

The American Idea is alive, you are living examples of that fact. My sincere hope 
is we will renew our efforts to focus on what we have in common. I humbly submit if 
we are to remain a robust, vibrant and diverse society and nation, we must resist the 
temptation to keep dividing ourselves into subgroups.

At times, different world views collide. As history and our nature tell us, there are 
those who are willing to do most anything to further their agenda. Those people live to 
create chaos; their cause is furthered by division -- only when the whole is deconstructed 
can it be rebuilt to suit their desires. 

The solution to many of our problems will not come in the form of another law, 
program or policy. It simply requires us to remember the power of personal freedom, 
to resist the temptation of false promises and instead rekindle that internal fire and let 
it burn as bright as possible. 

I am sincere, it has been a great joy getting to know you, listening and learning from 
you. We look forward to strengthening our relationship. ♦
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Mid-Autumn Festival
Continues from page 1

white arrows, shot down nine of the suns 
and the temperature immediately cooled 
down. Rains fell, rivers flowed and crops 
grew once again. China was saved! 

The Goddess of the Western Heaven 
was impressed by Hou Yi’s good deed and 
rewarded him with an elixir of eternal life. 
He and his wife, Chang’e (嫦娥), planned to 
drink the elixir on the 15th day of the eighth 
moon when the moon was at its brightest. 
Unfortunately, a wicked man heard about 
the elixir and tried to steal it for himself 
while Hou Yi was out hunting. To prevent 
the wicked man from getting the elixir, 
Chang’e swallowed it and immediately 
started to float away, landing on the moon 
where she lives to this day.

When Hou Yi returned from the hunt and 
learned what had happened, he decided to 
honour Chang’e with fruits and cakes that 
she had enjoyed on earth. As word about 
Chang’e spread, folks also displayed fruits 
and cakes in her honour on the 15th day of 
the eighth lunar month, gazing at the moon 
to catch a glimpse of Chang’e’s shadow.

The moon rabbit
One day, Buddha disguised himself as 

a hungry old man and visited the earth. He 
asked three animals for food: a fox, a mon-
key and a rabbit. 

The fox caught a fish and brought it to 
the old man. The monkey presented some 
fruits. The rabbit told the old man that it 
had grown up in the woods, and herbs and 
grasses were its food. It had nothing to offer 
the old man but its body. “Eat me, please!” 

it said, and threw itself into the fire.
Moved with gratitude, Buddha resur-

rected the rabbit and sent it to live on the 
moon forever. Some versions of the story 
have it that Buddha sent the rabbit to the 
moon to keep Chang’e company, where it 
pounds the ingredients for the elixir of life 
for her. In Korean and Japanese stories, the 
rabbit pounds away on rice to make rice 
cakes.

As the Burger King slogan goes, have 
it your way!

Mooncakes (yuè bǐng, 月餅)
One of the most common foods as-

sociated with Mid-Autumn Festival is the 
mooncake. Often likened to the western 
fruitcake, the sickly sweet, stick-to-your-
teeth goop has two divergent camps: either 
you love it or you don’t! It’s a must-have 
item for traditional reasons only and many 
will never touch human lips. Even kids learn 
at an early age to give it a wide berth! 

There are hundreds of varieties of 
mooncakes. Typically, they are approxi-
mately the size of a hockey puck and have 
a dense filling of red bean paste (豆沙) or 
lotus seed paste (蓮蓉) embedded with nuts, 
melon seeds, orange peel and, sometimes, 
the yolk(s) of salted duck eggs. Nowadays, 
the combination and ingredients are limited 
only by the bakers’ imagination! All the in-
gredients are baked inside a golden-brown 
pastry crust made out of flour, syrup, lye and 
vegetable oil. The crust on top is imprinted 
with the Chinese character for longevity 
or harmony, or characters identifying the 
main ingredient of the filling. The charac-

Mooncakes with egg yolk within

ters are surrounded 
by decorative im-
ages and patterns. 
Needless to say, the 
more ingredients, 
the more expensive! 
Most mooncakes are 
purchased for gifting 
and seldom eaten by 
the purchaser.

According to a 
Chinese website, the 
most popular and tra-
ditional mooncakes 
have the following 
fillings: mixed nut, 
melon seeds, dried 
winter melons, sesame and roast pork; plain 
red bean paste; lotus seed paste. Modern 
concoctions with a heavy dose of western 
influence include ones with chocolate crust 
and ice-cream fillings; crispy crust filled 
with cream cheese. And the most expensive 
version? One with a traditional crust filled 
with abalone and seaweed. 

Mooncakes also played an important 
role in Chinese history. In the 13th century, 
the Yuan Dynasty was ruled by Mongols. 
Officials from the previous Song Dynasty 
were not happy about being ruled by the 
uncivilized Mongols. Secret messages 
instigating a rebellion on the night of the 
Mid-Autumn Festival were baked into 
mooncakes, which were only eaten by the 
Han Chinese. This mid-autumn uprising 

successfully ended the Mongols’ rule. From 
then on, people ate mooncakes to com-
memorate the mid-autumn rebellion. 

May the bright moon bring you merri-
ment, peace and good eats! ♦

Mooncakes with melon seeds, almonds 
and roast pork filling

Rabbit and tank lanterns

Community

Gala caps of f  Global 
Minnesota’s wonderful 
Year of China

The summer heat was no match for 
the more than 425 globally engaged Min-
nesotans who attended Global Minnesota’s 
Year of China Gala this past June.  Mark-
ing the end of the organization’s yearlong 
focus on the East Asian country, the gala 
was a tremendous success in raising critical 
funds for Global Minnesota programs that 
advance international understanding and 
engagement. 

The evening included special guest 
Consul General Hong Lei and a delegation 
from the Consulate General of the People’s 
Republic of China in Chicago; a sampling of 
delicious Chinese-inspired cuisine created 
in collaboration with chef and co-owner of 
Tea House restaurant Yolanda Wang, Sara 

Monick, and D’Amico Catering; distinc-
tive artwork created by Tianshu Tao, Lei 
Yang, Xin Zheng; a beautiful performance 
by CAAM Chinese Dance Theater; and a 
lively auction featuring a private tour and 
reception donated by the Chinese Embassy 
in Washington, D.C. 

Looking for more programs on China?  
Mark your calendar for Oct.9, 2018, as 
Global Minnesota cosponsors the 12th an-
nual CHINA Town Hall with the University 
of Minnesota China Center featuring for-
mer U.S. Secretary of State and National 
Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice as the 
national webcast speaker.

Learn more at globalminnesota.org. ♦

Gala performance

Paper lanterns in all shapes and sizes 
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About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at 
Sichuan University, Welsh was asked 
to give a speech where he was intro-
duced to the audience as a “pioneer 
of Chinese American relations” as a 
result of his cooperative work in in-
ternational banking during the Deng 
Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years, 
Welsh has been learning Chinese and 
has used this knowledge both profes-
sionally and personally to enhance his 
understanding of Chinese and Asian 
affairs. Now fully retired, he currently 
resides in Georgia where he used to 
lecture on China to a number of classes 
at Dunwoody High School.

In my previous offering, I described the 
end of the Cultural Revolution (文化大革
命), the arrests of the Gang of Four (四人
幫) and the resurgence of Deng Xiaoping  (
鄧小平).

The question of whether anyone would 
replace Mao Zedong (毛澤東) as China’s 
supreme leader remained somewhat vague. 
In 1976 Deng cleverly accepted the role of 
Vice Premier and made use of his experience 
and seniority by working through others. 
Behind the scene, there did exist low level 
conflicts within the Party. Fortunately there 
was a common desire by all to avoid the 
cantankerous unpredictability of Mao’s 
movements. This common feeling helped 
smooth a path for Deng’s reforms.

The Party’s overall policy changed from 
class struggle to economic reforms. This 
transition took until 1978 and it seemed to 
establish Deng Xiaoping as China’s “para-
mount leader”. 

In the early 1970’s China’s economy 
seemed to be stubbornly following the 
centralized totalitarian fashion of the Soviet 
Union. During this time, bureaucratic con-
trols tended to stifle initiative. After 1978 
Deng was trying to advance the economy 
by fostering initiative. The economic ex-
pertise of Chen Yun (陳雲) were once again 
studied and adopted. Deng also recognized 
that China’s development needed to be en-
gineered by a trained bureaucracy. 

Under Deng’s leadership, China’s policy 
towards the outside world changed. Recog-
nizing that modernization required foreign 
technology and capital, China looked out-
ward again and welcomed foreign contacts. 
Relations between the United States and 
China began to thaw in 1972 and normaliza-
tion of relations were finally completed in 
January 1979 when the United States and 
China formally recognized each other. Now 
China began to gain access to more foreign 
capital and technology. 

At the same time Deng was making 
an effort to rebuild both the Party and the 
government. Deng recognized that the 
Party needed to reestablish its legitimacy 
and its right to rule. Towards this end the 
Party admitted that serious errors had been 
made since 1949. Several hundred so-called 
“rightists” were rehabilitated and their tal-
ents were recognized and used. Nonetheless 
Mao’s role in China’s history did present a 
problem. If he totally denounced Mao, the 
whole Party would be delegitimized in the 
eyes of the population. Deng’s solution was 

Whither China?
By Pat Welsh, contributor

a “70 percent good and a 30 percent bad” 
pronouncement about Mao’s efforts. 

Regaining public confidence also meant 
that party membership had to be reexam-
ined. In 1976 only 4 percent of party mem-
bers had a college education and 14 percent 
had a high school education. During the 
Cultural Revolution about 40 million people 
came into the ranks of party membership. 
About 20 million of these party members 
lacked training. Many were illiterate while 
their experience in the Party was to attack 
the establishment. These people could never 
be relied upon to further Deng’s economic 
development plans.

Party discipline needed to be reestab-
lished but this reform proved to be a delicate 
matter. Deng did try to head off factional-
ism by stressing regularity of procedures 
and a revival of democratic discussions 
within party councils. While pruning off 
and retiring some members, the Party also 
made serious efforts to attract skilled tech-
nicians and intellectuals into the ranks of 
its membership. In the beginning there had 
been resistance to these actions but the drive 
for modernizations had such an effect in 
material terms that the old-line ideological 
opposition gradually quieted down.

Wang Guangmei (王光美), former Pres-
ident Liu Shaoqi’s (劉少奇) well educated 
and very polished wife, was a university 
graduate who had majored in physics. Hat-
ed, deposed and imprisoned by Mao’s wife 
Jiang Qing (江青), Wang was resurrected 
and made chairman of the China National 
Association of Science and Technology. 
This would help to avoid previous errors that 
occurred with several development projects 
earlier. All of China’s technicians, scientists 
and ministers of China’s technical ministries 
had to be members of this association. 

Agricultural efforts also were reformed. 
Under Mao, cooperatives and rural com-
munes were established. Until the mid-
1950s these developments did make use of 
unused labor power but after that it did not 
produce the results that were anticipated. 
Between 1956 and 1976, available arable 
land had declined due to the take-over of 
land for new construction for other pur-
poses. During this period of advanced col-
lectivization, management became faulty in 
that it failed to recognize the motivation of 
the farmers because additional production 
never translated into higher rewards for 
those who worked the land.

After 1976, Deng oversaw the gradual 
dismantling of communes that proved to be 
no answer to the needs of China’s growing 
population. One agricultural reform was the 
establishment of a contract system wherein 
contracts were established between a pro-
duction team and an individual household. 
The team managers created an overall plan 
and then contracted with households for 
them to use specific plots of land. Instead of 
meeting grain payments to a landlord state 
with produce all pooled into a local pot, the 
farm families now farmed specific parcels 
of land and returned specified quantities of 
crops to the team while they kept any surplus 
for themselves.

In 1950 China had embraced a policy 
of building heavy industry in the interior 
provinces while shutting off foreign trade 

and investment. The assumption was that 
heavy industry will build a future while 
investment in the production of consumer 
goods will delay development. Accordingly 
about 30 percent of China’s national income 
was invested in heavy industry operating un-
der a heavy-handed centralized Soviet style 
command economy. The results produced 
unneeded surpluses in some products and 
critical shortages in others. 

In 1979 China’s planning strategy 
changed. Emphasis was placed on agricul-
ture and consumer goods that could be sold 
abroad thereby earning China the foreign 
currency reserves that could be used for im-
porting foreign technology. Local managers, 
not committees, now had greater authority. 
Business enterprises gained a greater degree 
in autonomy and fulfilled not only state 
needs but also forged ahead keeping their 
own books while paying taxes to the state. 
They were free to use profits kept for further 
investment in machinery or establishing 
amenities and services for their employees.  

After 1978 an open door for trade and 
foreign investment produced a revival of 
the coastal cities as local consumer goods 
industries sprang up. One problem that 
remained was that prices of their products 
came from the central government and not 
from the free interplay of market forces. 
This policy caused shortages of many ba-
sic goods because their cost of production 
was often greater than their selling prices. 
Then too, various provinces often blocked 
products produced by another province, 
which caused lower levels of government 
revenues that were targeted for the build-
ing infrastructure, transportation facilities, 
hydroelectric power and mines.

Deng’s plans for development produced 
a great need for China’s credit facilities to 

expand and the banking system to become 
decentralized. The People’s Bank of China 
(中国人民银行), China’s central bank, had 
been the central policy maker and overseer 
for specialized banks dealing with industry, 
commerce, foreign exchange, international 
investment, agriculture, insurance and con-
struction. New banks arose with specialized 
tasks. 

Since the 1980s China has gradually ad-
opted more liberal economic policies aimed 
at attracting investment. Stock exchanges 
and joint venture enterprises with foreign 
interests evolved. In the past two decades 
China has been making serious efforts to 
become a participating member of the world 
economy.

Deng’s apparent successor, Jiang Zemin 
was the first ruler to leave his position of 
power according to law rather than being 
purged or dying. Jiang’s successor, Hu 
Jintao did the same. China’s current leader, 
Xi Jinping is changing the succession of 
leadership but to what extent remains yet to 
be seen. He has been attacking corruption. 
He also has played a role in strengthening 
his position of leadership. In any case, since 
1976, China has had collective leadership 
that does place limits on the political power 
of its participants. 

With this offering I now close this series 
devoted to modern Chinese history. There 
are many other recent developments that I 
have decided to pass over due to the limita-
tions of time and space. With this series I 
hope that my readers have gained a new 
appreciation of China’s modern history and 
a better understanding of the factors that 
motivated the actions China’s leadership 
during the last few decades. ♦

Deng Xiaoping

Jiang Zemin
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The groundbreaking ceremony con-
cluded with a celebration of Chinese and 
Hmong cultures that included a Hmong 
Qeej solo by Ntxawag Faaj, a performance 
by CAAM-CDT dancers, a Chinese instru-
mental performance by Zhang Ying and a 
Qeej and dance performance by Hmong 
community members.

The artisans from Changsha have been 
busy assembling the structures that were 
built in Changsha, disassembled and now 
being put together by them. To show appre-
ciation for their efforts, a number of organi-
zations hosted luncheons for them. The first 
group to do so was the Chinese American 
Association of Minnesota (CAAM). Ac-
cording to Connie Mei Ledford, CAAM 
president, a number of Chinese restaurants 
provided the food. Bingwin Yan, president 
of the Alliance of Minnesota Chinese Orga-
nizations, provided a “home-cooked” meal 

provided by Grand Szechuan Restaurant in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. The Hunan Fold 
Association also hosted a luncheon.

Recently on a steamy Friday in Au-
gust, the Chinese artisans took a break 
from climbing 25 feet high to supervise 
the assembly of timbers on a replica of 
Changsha’s Aiwan Pavilion. According 
to Romi Slowiak, MCFGS 
board member, they came 
down for a lunch hosted by 
the project’s Hmong Cultural 
Plaza Advisory Group. Group 
Chair Ying Chuyangheu ad-
dressed the crowd of artisans, 
City construction project 
partners, China Garden So-
ciety board members, and 
park visitors, welcoming the 
artisans and thanking them 
for their work. Translated 
expertly into Mandarin by a 
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Groundbreaking ceremony for St. Paul–
Changsha China Friendship Garden at 
Dragon Festival 
By Greg Hugh

While the seeds for a Chinese garden 
were planted back in the year 2000 by the 
U.S.-China Peoples Friendship Association 
-MN Chapter, resulting in the formation of 
The Minnesota China Friendship Garden 
Society (MCFGS), much cultivating has 
taken place over the years. The actual 
groundbreaking ceremony took place during 
the annual Dragon Festival at Saint Paul’s 
Lake Phalen Park in July. For a more com-
plete chronology of the garden’s evolution, 
visit www.mnchinagarden.org. 

During the groundbreaking ceremony, 
the official name of the Garden, The St. 
Paul-Changsha China Friendship Garden of 
Whispering Willows and Flowing Waters, 
was announced. Built on a 1.2-acre site at 
Phalen Park, this sister-city collaboration 
was initiated by MCFGS with the City of 
St. Paul and its Parks & Rec Department, St. 
Paul’s District 5 Planning Council, the City 
of Changsha, Hunan Province, the Changsha 
People’s Association for Friendship with 

Foreign Countries, and the Changsha Yan-
ghu Wetland Park (Phalen Park’s sister park) 
in China. Changsha has been the sister-city 
to the City of St. Paul since 1988.

As part of the gift exchange between the 
sister cities a replica of Changsha’s Aiwan 
Pavilion has been donated by Changsha. 
Saint Paul sent five statues of Peanuts 
characters created by St. Paul’s famous son, 
Charles Schulz. In addition to the pavilion, 
other elements included are a West Entrance 
Arch, an East Entrance Moongate Donor 
Wall, a Hmong Heritage Wall represent-
ing the historical connection between the 
Hmong in Minnesota and the Hmong in the 
Changsha area. Changsha also sent a team 
of 13 artisans, part of the construction team, 
to put all these elements together.

Minnesota State Senator Foung Hawj 
spoke at the ceremony, which was attended 
by current and former St. Paul Mayors Mel-
vin Carter and George Latimer respectively, 
and other government officials. Officials un-
able to attend sent congratulatory letters that 
were read during the program. It was also 
an honor to have Master Lei Yixen travel 
from Changsha to attend -- he carved the 
“Meditation” sculpture that has been erected 
at Phalen Park since 2006. He also carved 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Stone of Hope 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

young lady from Hmong TV, Chuyangheu 
said, “We are sorry. We would have liked to 
host this in a home and offer you a cow and 
some chickens.” The leader of the artisans 
spontaneously responded in Mandarin, 
“But we ARE in your home. This park is 
your home!” 

How is the all-Chinese group who 
speaks little English managing through a 
translator to direct city construction work-
ers in collaborative work? The RAK Con-
struction Supervisor, Jason Kryzer, said, 
”Actually, it is working out better than we 
thought!”

Bryan Murphy, St. Paul Parks & Rec 
Project Manager, observed, “This is a very 
sincere event. It is really heartwarming to 
see the Chinese artisans, the Hmong com-
munity, our construction workers, Garden 
Society board members and neighbors 
enjoying each other and sharing food to-
gether.”

The luncheon feast included Minnesota-
grown Hmong corn prepared by Chuy-

angheu’s wife, 
Yang.

It  is  only 
fitting that the 
MCFGS held 
one last official 
dinner just days 
before the ar-
tisans returned 
to China. Be-
sides providing 
a sumptuous 
pot luck meal, 
board members 
Linda Mealy-
Lohman, Romi 

Slowiak , Weiming Lu and Mary Warphea 
bestowed personal thanks and gifts as a sign 
of their appreciation for the great work they 
did. This in itself may warrant a completely 
separate follow up article but in the mean-
time, you can continue to check the garden’s 
progress at www.MNChinaGarden.org. ♦

Groundbreaking of the St. Paul-Changsha China Friendship Garden of Whispering 
Willows and Flowing Waters 

St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter speaks 
at the groundbreaking of the St. Paul-
Changsha China Friendship Garden

Changsha sculptor Master Lei Yixin 
stands with his wife Rocky next to his 
sculpture “Meditation” in Phalen Park

Dr. Chen Qiong Lin & the Changsha 
Artisans

Construction on the St. Paul-Changsha 
China Friendship Garden of Whispering 
Willows and Flowing Waters at Phalen 
Park

Groundbreaking of the St. Paul-
Changsha China Friendship Garden

Changsha artisans at a luncheon hosted by CAAM

Artisans meet their goal of getting roof 
completed before they return to China.

A final get together dinner with the artisans from 
Changsha
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COMEDY SHOWS
24/7 GAMING & DINING

PAI GOW & EZ BAC

FUN FOR EVERYONE!

$1 BLACKJACK

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

Only 25 Minutes North of Downtown 
Visit us at Runaces.com for more details

SMOKE FREE

Local artist Paul 
K. Y. Kwok holds 
watercolor exhibit
By Greg Hugh

Those who attended Paul Kwok’s exhibit “In and Out of Tradition” on opening night 
got a bonus: a reception that was not lacking for food and beverages.

Kwok’s approach to his landscape watercolors combine the eastern aesthetic with 
that of the west.  As noted by Robert Jacobsen, chair, Asian Art, curator of Chinese 

Art, emeritus, Minne-
apolis Institute of Arts, 
“Paul Kwok produces 
extraordinary abstract 
landscapes that encom-
pass not only quest for 
artistic identity but also 
display a synthesis of 
eastern and western pic-
torial values, namely 
traditional Chinese ink 
painting and authentic 
self-expression." Over 
forty paintings are on 
display. 

In addition to enjoying the great com-
pany of all in attendance, great refreshments 
and food, the group included members of 
the Chinese Heritage Foundation Friends 
who also celebrated a milestone birthday 
for Kwok’s partner, Pat Hui. 

The exhibit continues until Sept. 28 at 
his gallery, Traffic Zone Center for Visual 
Arts, Studio 120, 250 Third Avenue North, 
Minneapolis, and is free and open to the 
public. ♦

Refreshments at Paul K. Y. Kwok watercolor exhibit

Paul K. Y. Kwok’s watercolors on 
display

Pat Hui (l) and Paul K. Y. Kwok

Ming Tchou 
celebrates birthday

Ming Tchou, founder 
o f  t h e  C h i n e s e 
Heritage Foundation, 
celebrates her 94th 
birthday with friends 
and relatives.



in black culture, see 
“Crazy Rich Asians” 
as a watershed mo-
ment.

Jon M. Chu (“Now 
You See Me 2”) di-
rected the contempo-
rary romantic comedy 
based on the world-
wide acclaimed best-
seller by Kevin Kwan 
of the same title.

For those of you 
who are not familiar 
with the book or mov-

ie, following is a brief synopsis of the story.
Chinese-American New Yorker Rachel 

Chu (Constance Wu) accompanies her long-
time boyfriend Nick Young (Henry Golding) 
to his best friend’s wedding in Singapore. 
Excited about visiting Asia for the first time 
but nervous about meeting Nick’s family, 
Rachel is unprepared to learn that Nick has 
intentionally neglected to mention a few key 
details about his life. Not only is he the scion 
of one of the country’s wealthiest families, 
he’s also one of the most sought-after bach-
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Over-the-top “Crazy Rich Asians” a success
By Greg Hugh

“Crazy Rich Asians,” as many of you 
already know, is the title of a recently 
released movie that generated more than 
$25 million in revenue during its opening 
weekend. Furthermore, it is the first Hol-
lywood studio movie in 25 years to have 
an all-Asian cast. (The last one was “The 
Joy Luck Club,” which Disney released in 
1993.) As a result, many Asian-Americans, 
echoing the emotional manner in which 
African-Americans responded in Febru-
ary to “Black Panther,” which was rooted 

elors. Being on Nick’s arm puts a target on 
Rachel’s back, with jealous socialites and, 
worse, Nick’s own disapproving mother 
(Michelle Yeoh) taking aim.

It soon becomes clear that the only thing 
crazier than love is family, in this funny and 
romantic story sure to ring true for audiences 
everywhere.  

“Crazy Rich Asians” features an in-
ternational cast of stars led by Constance 
Wu (“Fresh Off the Boat”), Gemma Chan 
(“Humans”), Lisa Lu (“2012”), and Awk-
wafina (“Ocean’s 8,” “Neighbors 2”), with 
Ken Jeong (the “Hangover” films) and 
Michelle Yeoh (“Star Trek: Discovery,” 
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”). The 
large starring ensemble also includes Henry 
Golding, making his feature film debut, So-
noya Mizuno (“La La Land”), Chris Pang 
(“Marco Polo”), Jimmy O. Yang (“Silicon 
Valley”), comedian Ronny Chieng (“The 
Daily Show”), Remy Hii (“Marco Polo”), 
Nico Santos (“Superstore”), Jing Lusi 
(“Stan Lee’s Lucky Man”) and a creative 
filmmaking team. It was filmed entirely on 
location in Singapore and Malaysia. 

Although this writer has not read the 

Photo credit: Warner Bros.

book, comments from those who have 
ranged from the movie being true to the 
book and others stating that the movie omit-
ted some important facts. 

Regardless, based on the audiences’ 
reaction at the screening I attended and 
by very diverse ethnic audiences across 
the country, “Crazy Rich Asians” appears 
well received. At the end of the day, it’s 
not a great film, but it’s a lot better than the 
drivel that’s usually the nucleus of the rom 
com genre. 

While the Asian community might bet-
ter appreciate the subtle nuances inserted 
throughout the movie, it tells an endearing 
story in an exceptional way, and in so doing 
shows good stories cross barriers and wind 
up enriching the world around us. 

The movie is very delightful while mix-
ing old-fashioned screwball comedy and 
romantic comedy that almost seems like a 
musical at some points. 

Stay tuned for a sequel that will likely 
follow – Kwan has two other novels in this 
trilogy: “China Rich Girlfriend,” and “Rich 
People Problems.” ♦

Business / Economy

Experts see no quick solutions to U.S. 
sanctions
Xinhua, Aug. 21, 2018

With the United States recklessly wield-
ing its sanctions on a number of countries 
of late, Russia has quickly responded by 
strengthening cooperation with other na-
tions such as Iran and Turkey.

Though the active interactions enable 
Moscow to establish closer ties externally, 
no major changes can be expected until 
fundamental problems are resolved, Russian 
experts said.

Economic blows
The United States has lately gone further 

in its aggressiveness and slapped economic 
sanctions -- once after the next -- on several 
countries.

On Aug. 7, the United States reimposed 
sanctions on Iran that it lifted just two years 
ago.

On Aug. 8, Washington declared to take 
punitive measures against Russia that will 
affect almost all Russian state companies.

On Aug. 10, it announced the decision 
to double the tariffs on steel and aluminum 
products from Turkey.

“Sanctions - not only against Russia - are 
becoming one of the main instruments of 
the U.S. foreign policy,” Director General 
of the Russian International Affairs Council 
Andrey Kortunov said.

The heavy punches have immediately 
brought about chaos in these economies.  
Russia’s ruble has plunged to its weakest 
since mid-2016 and Turkey’s lira lost 25 
percent of its value in just one week.

The global economy is also taking a 
serious hit, with a universal depreciation 
in the currencies of emerging economies 
and fluctuations in the stock markets of 
developed countries, all in a chain reaction.

“The measures are sensitive, because 

they are aimed at reducing the incomes 
of national economies.  This is painful for 
any country,” said Azhdar Kurtov, editor-
in-chief of the National Strategic Issues 
journal published by the Russian Institute 
for Strategic Studies.

Kurtov said the United States is trying to 
use economic means to force others to yield 
and follow its lead.

Closer neighbors
Common challenges make alignment 

possible, and Russia has been in closer-
than-ever touch with its neighbors in the 
past few days.

Right after the sanctions on Iran were 
announced, Moscow declared to consolidate 
its economic cooperation with Teheran and 
reiterated its determination to preserve and 
implement the landmark Iran nuclear deal, 
which was abandoned by Washington in 
May.

During the visit to Ankara on Tuesday, 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said that Turkey and Russia would take 
steps to enhance their strategic partnership 
and continue talks for cooperation on Syria. 
Moreover, the two sides are reportedly dis-
cussing the scenario of settlements in their 
national currencies.

In addition, Russia, Iran, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan have signed 
a new convention lately for collective use 
of the Caspian Sea.

“Cooperation allows countries to act 
more efficiently and find productive solu-
tions,” Kurtov told Xinhua.

He noted that the pressure of U.S. sanc-
tions will also be reflected across regional 
organizations in which these countries are 
included and therefore other members will 

“be forced to coordinate their actions” to 
cope with the sanctions as well.

Furthermore, the international commu-
nity may also question the global status of 
the U.S. and seek more a pluralistic trade 
system if Washington continues to violate 
international law and harm the interests of 
others, he said.

“It will not happen quickly, but the U.S. 
is gradually losing its dominant position,” 
Kurtov said.

No quick solutions
Despite closer ties with other countries, 

Society

China launches first 
financial court in   
Shanghai    
Xinhua, Aug. 21, 2018

China's first court specializing in 
handling finance-related cases opened 
Monday in the country's financial hub 
of Shanghai.

The Shanghai Financial Court will be 
responsible for commercial cases such 
as disputes involving securities, futures, 
insurance, bills and financial lending, 
according to a document by the Supreme 
People's Court earlier this month.

It will also deal with bankruptcy 
cases where financial institutions are 
the debtors and administrative cases 
with financial regulators as defendants, 
according to the document.

The court will work to ensure that 
finance serves the real economy, curb 
financial risks and deepen financial 
reform, according to an official release 
from the Shanghai Financial Court.

China's top legislature approved the 
establishment of the Shanghai Financial 
Court in April.

Last year, courts in Shanghai heard 
more than 179,000 finance-related cases.  
The number of such lawsuits in Shanghai 
grew by an average 51 percent year-on-
year from 2013 to 2017. ♦

Russia for the moment still has limited 
bargaining chips on the matter of the U.S. 
sanctions.

Imbalanced trade between the United 
States and Russia has made retaliation from 
Moscow less intimidating to Washington.

Experts say Russia is currently much 
more dependent on the West economically 
than the other way round.

Russia should move to manage mul-
tiple risks and survive in an environment 
of extremely severe pressure, said Fyodor 
Lukyanov, editor-in-chief of Russia in 
Global Affairs magazine. ♦
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Like many minorities, Chinese Americans 
overcame discrimination to serve bravely 
and honorably during WWII

Chinese American’s service to our 
country needs to be recognized 

We encourage all Americans to lobby 
Congress to pass H.R.2358 and S.1050 
to honor Chinese American veterans of 
WWII with a Congressional Gold Medal

We would like to thank the 67 Senators and 
159 House Representatives that have already 
agreed to co-sponsor the bills and with your 
support, we will get the required number of 
votes to make this become a reality. 

Show Your Support
Tell your congressional representatives that you want them to recognize 
the service of Chinese Americans in WWII by honoring them with the 
Congressional Gold Medal. (They love to see constituents’ response and 
participation.)

1. Visit https://chinainsight.info/caww2

2. Click on Contact Your Representative
    ♦  Click Minnesota or All U.S. Senators and          
   Representatives to find the address of your congressional    
   representative.
    ♦  Click Letters to find a letter template

3. Fill out the letter and send it to your congressional representative

The following Minnesota 
Representatives have not agreed to 
Co-sponsor the bill:
• Erik Paulsen, District 3
• Tom Emmer, District 6
• Collin Peterson, District 7 

If you live in these Minnesota Districts, 
please contact your representative. 

For updates, please visit 
www.chinainisight.info.



PAGE 12 / September 2018 www.chinainsight.infotravel
72 hours in Chongqing
By Tan Yinzi, China Daily

Chongqing, a metropolis of more than 
30 million people in Southwest China, is 
different from some other Chinese cities.

In 1997, it became the fourth munici-
pality of China after Beijing, Shanghai and 
Tianjin. But many people are drawn to 
Chongqing by its delicious food and natural 
scenery. The city looks futuristic with its 
skyscrapers, while at the same time, with 
some 3,000 years of history, it still preserves 
local culture and lifestyles.

Largely built on mountains and sur-
rounded by the Yangtze and Jialing rivers, 
it is often called the mountain or river city. 
After building more than 4,500 bridges in 
recent years, the largest number in China, 
it is also referred to as the "city of bridges."

After the popular TV documentary 
“A Bite of China” introduced Chongqing 
noodles and hotpot to the audience at home 
and abroad five years ago, the two spicy 
local delicacies have become very popular. 
Restaurants in many Chinese cities are sell-
ing such noodles and hotpot, though people 
in northern and coastal regions tend to eat 
less chili.

Boasting the largest number of hotpot 
restaurants in the country, Chongqing was 
named "China's hotpot city" by the China 
Cuisine Association in 2007.

According to the Chongqing Hotpot 
Association, there are more than 50,000 
hotpot eateries, employing at least 3.5 mil-
lion people.

Natural hot springs are a hidden gem of 
the city, where some of the world's oldest 
hot springs are said to be located. Nowa-
days, thanks to ample geothermal resources 
and its beautiful landscape, Chongqing has 
developed dozens of hot spring spots across 
the city.

In 2012, the World Federation of Hydro-
therapy and Climatotherapy held its annual 
conference there and dubbed the city the 
"global capital of hot springs," a first of its 
kind in the world.

The best seasons to visit Chongqing are 
spring and fall. The city has long been one 
of the hottest in China due to its geographic 

features and summer temperatures there can 
cross 40 C.

China Daily recently planned a 72-hour 
trip in Chongqing covering many of its sce-
nic spots and a sampling of its local food. 
Even if you only have three days, the com-
bination of the natural scenery and urban 
landscape would make your trip worthwhile.

Day One: Old Town
The Yuzhong Peninsula, or the Old 

Town, is where the city started to grow 
over 3,000 years ago. It is perfect for a 
walking tour.

In the morning you can visit Chaotian-
men Port, literally the "gate that faces heav-
en". This is where the Jialing River meets 
the Yangtze River. Near the port is a huge 
construction site that looks like a sailing 
ship. It will be a new landmark of Chongq-
ing where the "highest infinity swimming 
pool in the world" is being planned.

Jiefangbei, or Liberation Monument, is 
located in downtown Chongqing. There is a 
saying that if you do not visit the site, your 
trip to Chongqing is incomplete. It is the 
equivalent of Times Square in New York, 
surrounded by giant billboards and name-
brand retailers.

The Yangtze River Cable Car, the only 
one in China now, is a must-go if you want 
to have a perfect city view from above, es-
pecially at night. It was built three decades 
ago and the 1,166-meter cableway used to 
be a major means of transport for residents.

Then you can visit the People's Great 
Hall of Chongqing. Built in 1955, the whole 
complex is an imitation of the Temple of 
Heaven in Beijing. In front of the building 
lies the People's Square. From morning to 
evening, many people practice tai chi, danc-
ing and singing at the square. It is a great 
place to observe retiree life.

If you want to experience the famous 
light rail system, you can take Line 2 from 
Jiefangbei. The route runs by the Jialing 
River and through mountains, like a roller-
coaster. At Liziba station, the train runs 
through a residential building, a scene that 
went viral worldwide after it was uploaded 
online last year.

In the afternoon, you can visit the 
Three Gorges Museum. As the landmark 
of Chongqing, the museum is not only the 
largest monographic museum in China, but 
also a public undertaking for the preserva-
tion, education, scientific research of cul-
tural relics and the natural environment of 
Chongqing and the Three Gorges Dam area.

A 360-degree film of the river shows the 
natural scenery of the Three Gorges prior to 
the construction of the dam.

There are more than 170,000 cultural 
relics on display at the museum.

At night, you will want to enjoy the 
spectacular view of the city. The best way to 

do so is to take a cruise ship at Chaotianmen 
Port that links the Yangtze to the Jialing. The 
tour is about one-and-half hours. Keep warm 
because the river breeze is chilly.

Day Two: History tour
Just an hour by road from downtown, is 

another side to Chongqing, viewed best at 
the Liangjiang International Movie City. It 
preserves its illustrious past as China's war-
time capital during the War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression (1931-45).

A trip to the movie city is like traveling 
back in time. Opened in late 2016, the movie 
city features a replica of six Chongqing 
street blocks from the 1930s containing 
over 220 buildings, as well as riverside 
neighborhoods featuring wooden houses 
and docks from the era, and sections of the 
city's ancient walls.

The shops, cafes and restaurants around 
the scenic area offer authentic food and 
drinks from the '30s, while a range of cul-
tural activities are offered to help evoke 
memories of the old days.

Back from the movie city in the after-
noon, you can relax with a cup of tea in Ci 
Qi Kou, an ancient river town. It features 
traditional southwestern architecture, small 
shops, a variety of snacks and even restau-
rants on boats.

Day Three: Nearby attractions
The trip to Dazu Rock Carvings will 

take a day. One of the four greatest Buddhist 
grottoes in China, it has a history of more 
than 1,000 years. I t was listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 1999.

What makes the Dazu carvings so 
special are their aesthetic quality, state of 
preservation, rich diversity of the subject 
matter, both secular and religious, and the 
light that they shed on daily life in China 
during ancient times. Many of the carvings 
are brightly painted and tell religious, moral 
and historical stories.

If you are interested in Buddhism, Tao-
ism and Confucianism, the carvings are a 

A ride on the Yangtze River cable car 
provides tourists with breathtaking 
views of Chongqing, a city surrounded 
by mountains.[Photo by Liu Zhe/China 
Daily]

Hongyadong, a landmark in Chongqing 
that offers numerous shopping arcades 
and restaurants, has become a favorite 
spot for taking wedding photos by moun-
tains.[Photo by Liu Zhe/China Daily]

The lively Ciqikou, an ancient river town 
in Chongqing is brimming with crowds 
prior to Spring Festival this year.[Photo 
provided to China Daily]

Radiant in the sunset, the Yuzhong 
Peninsula, or the Old Town serves as 
a prelude to the future for Chongqing, 
which has become one of the most at-
tractive cities in the country, thanks to 
its diversity and vitality.[Photo provided 
to China Daily]

Running by Jialing River and through 
the mountains, even residential build-
ings, the roller coaster-like light rail 
system of Chongqing is exhilarating.
[Photo provided to China Daily]

must-see destination.
After enjoying the spiritual journey, you 

can eat at the Lotus Garden on your way 
back to the downtown. The recommended 
dishes include lotus-themed food - soup, 
pork and porridge - and also drinks. You can 
explore more all by yourself. The restaurant 
is built on a lotus lake.

After the day's sightseeing is over, you 
could go to the well-known tourist spot Yi 
Ke Shu, or One Tree, on top of Nanshan 
Mountain to experience a splendid pan-
oramic view of Chongqing at night.

Last but not the least, if you can stand the 
spicy local flavor, you should try one of the 
open-air hotpot restaurants on the mountain.

Food tips:
Street snacks are available on Haochi, or 

"foodie's street" in the city's Jiefangbei area. 
Mouthwatering options include hot and sour 
rice noodles, small sweet dumplings and 
the Chongqing noodle. A local favorite, the 
"flower market noodle with mashed beans 
and minced pork" near the JW Marriot Hotel 
is highly recommended.

You could try dinner at Nanbin Road, 
which runs by the Yangtze. There are dozens 
of upscale restaurants with a view of the 
river and the Yuzhong Peninsular. Yuxin 
Sichuan Dish and Yun Sheng Restaurant are 
good places to go.

A less glamorous hotpot shop called Big 
Dragon, down an alley in Shapingba district, 
is the go-to place for real foodies and is 
open until 3 a.m. The shop opened at least 
20 years ago and it has not changed since.

If you want a more upmarket restaurant, 
Bai Le Tian Hotpot might be your place -- it 
is the first known hotpot shop in Chongq-
ing, dating to 1921. The newly-renovated 
restaurant in downtown Jiefangbei features 
a 1930s retro-style decor, with a local tradi-
tional music played by a live band.

Bars to try:
Sky bar at Niccolo, the tallest in Chongq-

ing, with a live band; Mr Tipsy Whiskey and 
Cocktail Bar, cross the Hongya Cave, a posh 
and quiet place to have a drink and enjoy 
the river view; and River Terrace at Regent 
Hotel, with a nice outdoor seating and views 
of the Jialing River and the city.

Visa-free transit
Since November 2013, Chongqing has 

been offering foreign tourists a 72-hour 
window to explore the city without a visa, 
following the introduction of a new policy 
for transit passengers from 45 countries.

Visitors eligible for visa-free stays must 
have air tickets to a third country with con-
firmed dates, and visas where required. A 
service center for transit passengers oper-
ates at the Chongqing Jiangbei International 
Airport.♦

Editor’s note: A delegation from Chongq-
ing recently visited Minnesota to promote 
its culture and business. China Insight will 
follow up on this visit in its October issue.

Love for hotpot is deeply rooted in the 
resident community of Chongqing as the 
spicy and tasty dish isn't just mouthwa-
tering, but also greatly lift one's mood.
[Photo provided to China Daily]
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“China’s Evolving Consumers: 8 Intimate 
Portraits,” edited by Tom Nunlist
Reviewed by Ashley Galina Dudarenok, Asian Review of Books, July 28, 2018

China has risen from developing nation 
status to second place in the global GDP 
rankings in just a decade. The resulting 
improved living standards and greater 
spending by Chinese consumers has proven 
a tremendous opportunity for both local 
Chinese and global brands. These develop-
ments were also a shock to China’s system 
as its own citizens sometimes struggled to 
keep up with the pace. Just who are Chinese 
consumers? What are their lives like and 
what are they looking for? These are the 
questions “China’s Evolving Consumers” 
attempts to answer. It does so, and with some 
success, by lifting the lid on other aspects 
of their lives.

The “8 Intimate Portraits” of the subtitle 
are vivid descriptions of well-chosen types 
of modern Chinese city-dwellers, written 
by co-authors of various backgrounds — 
Chinese nationals, foreigners, women, 
men, academics and market researchers. 
The chapter subjects are as diverse as the 
contributors and provide the different per-
spectives needed to put together the puzzle 
of urban residents in China and their pur-
chasing patterns. The book offers insights 
for marketers entering or exploring China 
for the first time as well as for those who 
want a better understanding of the average 
Chinese urbanite. The chapters are clearly 
presented, explained in detail, and often 
from an accessible personal perspective.

The first chapter, “Wealthy and Evolv-
ing, ‘Tuhao’”, explores the tuhao phenom-

enon: those who suddenly gained wealth in 
a short time, particularly during the early 
days of market reform and often by sheer 
luck or suspect means. The term tuhao is 
derogatory and refers to people who pur-
chase luxury items but have more money 
than taste. Thrust into their new status, many 
opted for ostentatious and tacky displays 
of wealth that involved well-known inter-
national brands as a visible signal to others 
of their “class”.

This chapter is particularly relevant to 
luxury brands. These individuals are their 
potential customers, but marketers need 
to look at their behavior more closely. 
Contributor Sacha Cody notes that tuhao 
consumers are often originally from lower 
social classes, live outside China’s first-tier 
cities; their wealth is in large part due to en-
trepreneurial opportunities that arose from 
Deng’s economic reforms. Their conspicu-
ous displays of consumption are influenced 
by these factors; tuhao individuals are proud 
to display their wealth and are impervious 
to criticism. Is this a form of insecurity 
or a lack of real satisfaction? Are these 
displays just attempts to grab attention and 
spur envy in others? This chapter helps the 
reader better understand the world of these 
complicated consumers.

Ashok Sethi’s chapter,“Young, Urban 
Couples”, discusses Chinese millennials 
who, more educated and open-minded 
compared to previous generations, show 
strong similarities to those in other coun-

tries. These couples value quality and are 
willing to spend yet still retain traditional 
principles of duty, hard work and respect 
for their elders. They particularly value 
education as the gateway to a successful 
career. The young couple cited in the book, 
Li Qiang and Wang Li, show modernity 
in the way their intensive consumption is 
focused on investing in their daughter. Li 
Qiang “shepherds her daughter from piano 
classes to English classes” daily while stay-
ing alert to any new products/services that 
promise to help her daughter’s intellectual 
and physical development and give her a 
competitive edge.

Few publications have gotten to both 
the heart and the nuances of the real issues 
facing successful single women in China. I 
therefore enjoyed how Annie Fang explores 
the social, cultural and emotional factors in 
their lives as well as the pressures they face 
in a modern yet traditional society.

From early childhood, the one-child 
policy, parental expectations and a tradi-
tional education system that focused on 
memorization, achievement and constantly 
measured progress, have fostered their com-
petitive drive. Angela, the pseudonym of a 
typical “post-80s” woman born to factory 
workers in Shanghai, is one of two women 
profiled in detail in this chapter. Angela’s 
story reveals how this environment led 
her to success, but also to an inability to 
nurture and sustain relationships, resulting 
in multiple breakups, with an inevitable 

impact on her standards for the men in her 
life. She’s only impressed if a man is more 
successful than her, ideally being in corpo-
rate upper management or a CEO. She must 
deal with societal contradictions and double 
standards, such as prizing success and career 
while attaching negative labels to successful 
career women, which also contributes to her 
anxieties and concerns.

This newly emerging segment of the 
market has sophisticated demands and is be-
coming a powerful intellectual force in soci-
ety. My own takeaway is that brands should 
market with messages of empowerment and 
inspiration as they support these women to 
continue doing what they’re doing.

One successful campaign cited in the 
book did exactly that. Lancôme launched a 
campaign featuring a well-known TV char-
acter that many successful single women al-
ready identify with. The campaign not only 
showed her vulnerable side but also that she 
did not have to hide it and it could be used 
as a source of strength. Many women related 
to these messages of empowerment and the 
campaign established a strong connection 
with an entire group of female consumers.

These selections, however, give only a 
partial view of the book. There are a total of 
nine contributions from ten authors, includ-
ing an overview by editor Tom Nunlist. The 
book’s minor drawbacks — an unevenness 
of tone and a somewhat different approach 
from chapter to chapter — result from this 
structure. Although statistics, anecdotes 
and interview responses are valuable, each 
chapter has a different proportion of each, 
making some more convincing or compel-
ling than others. The chapter “Modern 
Chinese Mothers”, for example, is written 
by an insider in a very meaningful, personal 
way about her own situation. The book 
however doesn’t feel like a textbook or a 
study and as a result, information about the 
preoccupations, aspirations, fears, worries, 
hopes and challenges of various groups is 
transferred organically.

“China’s Evolving Consumers: 8 Inti-
mate Portraits” is one of the most compre-
hensive recent publications on the subject of 
Chinese consumers. Marketers and business 
owners can use its insights to identify the 
various types of consumers in the Chinese 
market and walk in their shoes. ♦

About the Reviewer
Ashley Galina Dudarenok is the 

founder of several startups, includ-
ing social media agency Alarice and 
resources platform ChoZan. She is 
the author of “Unlocking the World’s 
Largest E-market: A Guide To Selling 
on Chinese Social Media.”

Read 
ChinaInsight 
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www.chinainsight.info
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Poetic music and dance gala at 
Northrop Auditorium Sept. 22

“The Greatest Spirit,” a legendary music 
and dance gala about the Chinese spirits 
(liquor) culture organized by the Sichuan 
Provincial Returned Overseas Chinese 
Federation, will be performed by the dance 
troupe of the Sichuan Province Song and 
Dance Theatre Co., Ltd. in Northrop Audi-
torium, 84 Church St SE, Minneapolis, on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 7 p.m.

The theme of the performance is “Ten 
Thousand Chinese Restaurants Telling 
China Stories." It combines the ancient and 
modern, demonstrates the essence of the 
spirits and poetry. It shows the grandeur of 
the traditional Chinese operas, the exquisite 
beauty of the costumes of past dynasties as 
well as the unique styles of Chinese ancient 
architecture. 

“The Greatest Spirit” was well received 
and sold out during its Chengdu perfor-
mances in March. Covered by more than 
50 media outlets and watched by more than 
200,000 people via live streaming online. 

The artistic director is Lingli Liu, who 

has successfully directed many excellent 
shows and has won several art grand prizes 
at the national level. She also has appeared 
on tCCTV’s New Year’s Gala of numer-
ous times. Her dance number “Beautiful 
Huadan” was performed both domestically 
and abroad and was praised as one of the 
most performed dance numbers by the 
industry. Her artistic production of “The 
Greatest Spirit” demonstrates the Chinese 
traditional rituals and etiquettes of spirits, 
spirits and famous individuals, spirits and 
poetry, and spirits and philosophy in an 
artistic, poetic and fashionable manner.

   
Ticket Information 

Tickets range in price from $15 to $50 
depending on seating preference and may be 
purchased through the Northrop box office 
or local organizers. Groups of 10 or more 
are eligible for discounts. Please call Vin-
cent Mar 612-888-8818 or Christina Deng 
Morrison 612-720-2718 or visit http://www.
northrop.umn.edu for more information. ♦

FREE SHOW!
DANCE OF YOUTH, CHARM OF CHINA

BY BEIJING’S CAPITAL NORMAL UNIVERSITY  
PERFORMANCE TROUPE

Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Ted Mann Concert Hall at the University of Minnesota

The Confucius Institute at the University of Minnesota will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary with a free public show from the Capital Normal University 

Performance Troupe. The performance is free, but seats are limited. 

Get tickets: z.umn.edu/CNUtickets

2018 United Chinese American 
Convention, Sept. 27-29

The 2018 convention for United Chinese 
Americans will take place in Wash., D.C.  
The theme is, “Strengthening Our Com-
munity, Embracing a Pluralistic Society.”  

The convention kicks off with a Con-
gressional Office visit where attendees can 
meet with members of Congress and bring 
up issues of concern.  The visit will end 
with a reception.

There will be an “amazing array” of 
speakers, including former ambassadors 
to China (Max Baucus & Gary Locke), 
civil rights leader (Stewart Kwok), current 
and former cabinet members (Elaine Chao 
& Chris Lu), Frank Wu (C100) and 2020 

presidential candidate Andrew Yang. And 
many others. 

Panel discussion topics include prepar-
ing for a pluralistic society, Chinese Ameri-
can civil and political rights, rising U.S.-
China tensions and how Chinese-Americans 
can navigate between the two cultures and 
governments, affirmative action in college 
admissions, redefining success for Chinese 
Americans and more.

The convention ends with an evening 
party on the 29th with sing-alongs, a unique 
band from San Francisco made up of tal-
ented musicians with special needs.

Details at ucausa.org/uca-conventional-
agenda/. ♦

Read ChinaInsight online
www.chinainsight.info
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Erhu concer t by world 
renowned virtuoso at Sundin 
Music Hall on Sept. 15

Erhu master Zhang Yu Ming will be 
performing with the international award-
winning quartet Stringwerkz. – their first 
visit to the U.S. – on Saturday, Sept. 15, 
7-9 p.m. at Sundin Music Hall, 1531 Hewitt 
Ave., St. Paul.

Attendees will enjoy an intimate evening 
of traditional to contemporary string music 
from some of Singapore’s top musicians.  
Often referred to as the Chinese violin, the 
erhu is a two-stringed bowed instrument 
played with a bamboo bow.  It possesses an 
extremely expressive sound.  

The concert is presented by the Min-
nesota Chinese Music Ensemble and made 
possible by a grant from the Metropolitan 
Regional Arts Council.

Ticket Information 
Tickets are $20 and $10 for seniors and 

can be purchased through ticketmaster.com/
events/erhu2018.  

For additional information about free 
seminar and master class, contact 
mnchinesemusic@gmail.com or call 
612-293-8771. ♦

On USCPFA’s calendar
Harbin delegation in Twin Cities Sept. 9-11 

A delegation from Harbin may be visiting Minneapolis from Sept.9-11, with members 
interested in urban planning and education.  If you are interested in helping with the Harbin 
visitors, or helping to host meals or accompanying them on their visits with urban plan-
ning or education, please contacts USCFA-MN at info@uscpfa-mn.org or Ralph Beha at 
ralphbeha@comcast.net.

Tentative Sept. 23 Moon Festival celebration
The US-China Peoples Friendship Association is planning a Moon Festival event 

(Zhong Qiu Jié) in mid-September (likely Sunday, Sept. 23), in collaboration with the 
Chinese Culture Club of Macalester College.  It will feature a traditional Chinese music 
ensemble, moon-themed music and mooncakes.  Stay tuned for details. ♦



wellsfargo.com

© 2018 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. IHA-23259

23259

10 x 15 

4c

Friends, family, neighbors, and local business owners are the backbone  
of this community. Our vibrant spirit comes alive at events like these.

Wells Fargo proudly celebrates the 2018 Chinese Moon Festival.
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