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Greg Hugh, China Insight publisher, 
Outstanding Service Award recipient
By Elaine Dunn | September 2022

The end of an era?

It’s been long-time coming that someone 
who has played a critical connective-tissue 
role in the local Chinese community be 
recognized for his contribution. On Sept. 
9, Greg Hugh, co-founder and publisher 
of China Insight, received the Outstanding 
Service Award at the Council on Asia Pacific 
Minnesotans Dinner held at the Heritage 
Center in Brooklyn Center.

The award recognizes someone from the 
community who has “made significant con-
tributions to the Asian Pacific Minnesotan 
community.”

In his acceptance speech, Hugh said, 
“The U.S.-China relationship is currently 
one of the most complex bilateral relation-
ships for the United States. Over the last 
30 years, Sino-American relations have 
undergone an impressive transformation 
from animosity and conflict to candid 
dialogue and constructive cooperation … 
Although there is not too much we can do 
to change whatever trajectory is in motion, 
the Chinese community needs to become 
more proactive and become more involved 
as citizens by getting involved in politics, 

charitable giving and other activities to 
shatter the “model minority” label and work 
together instead as factions within their own 
communities. We need to get young people 
involved in organizations of all kinds that 
can benefit the API communities.”

Hugh, is the son of Chinese immigrants. 
He was born, raised and in Chicago’s China-
town, attending parochial school. He moved 
to Minneapolis in 1969. In 1975, he quit the 
corporate world to satisfy his entrepreneur-
ial calling. Along with wife Linda, Hugh 
Enterprises managed food concessions at the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport 
until 2017. He continues doing consulting 
work.

Hugh has spent his career dedicated to 
increasing the recognition of the Chinese 
American community and, in 2001, started 
China Insight, the only English language 
American newspaper to focus exclusively 
on business and cultural connections be-
tween the U.S. and China. 

Always opting for “low profile,” Hugh 
was happy to play many important behind-
the scene roles, from helping with set-up 

at community events to helping with orga-
nizing events to working on fund-raising 
campaigns. Fully supportive of events and 
efforts of the Chinese community in the 
Twin Cities, he has often provided free and 
drastically reduced rates for advertising 
from local Chinese and Asian organizations.

Hugh has also served as chair of the Chi-
nese Heritage Foundation Friends’ Board. 
He played a leadership role in the St. Paul-
Changsha China Friendship Garden Project 
and traveled with the official Minneapolis 
delegation to Harbin to celebrate the (Min-
neapolis) sister city relation. He appreciates 
his family’s support in his China Insight 
project for the past 21 years and plans to 
continue advocating for Minnesota’s API 
communities. He also acknowledged that 
much of the success of China Insight is at-
tributed to its dedicated volunteer staff who 
have been with him for more than 15 years.

Learn more about CAPMN at 
https://mn.gov/capm/council/. ♦

Group photo of amazing volunteer team behind China Insight: (l to r) Will Ahern, Webmaster: Greg Hugh, Publisher, CEO, 
Richard He, Partner, Jenny Nordin, Production Editor and Elaine Dunn, writer. See closing comments on page 2.
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About ChinaInsight
ChinaInsight is a monthly English 
language newspaper fostering business 
and cultural harmony between China 
and the U.S.

ChinaInsight is a Member of The 
Minnesota Chapter of the Asian 
American Journalists Association 
(AAJA).

Submissions & 
Correspondence

ChinaInsight welcomes guest articles 
and letters to the editor. Correspondence 
should be addressed to:

ChinaInsight

750 Mainstreet, #230
Hopkins, MN 55343
Tel: 612-723-4872

articles@chinainsight.info

Letters to the editor become the property 
of ChinaInsight and may be edited for 
length and published. Articles will not be 
published without the express consent 
of the author.

N O T I C E  TO  R E A D E R S :  T h e 
views expressed in articles are the 
author’s and not necessarily those 
of ChinaInsight. Authors may have 
a business relationship with the 
companies or businesses they discuss.

The future of China Insight as a digital news 
source will be determined by the strategy you 
help us develop and implement 
By Greg Hugh

The volunteer staff of China Insight have 
been wrestling for the past several years as 
how to continue with the publication as a 
news source that began publishing in 2001 
as the only English-language newspaper that 
focused exclusively on connections between 
the United States and the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC). At that time there were 
two other Asian publications in town, Asian 
American Times and Asian Pages. Both are 
no longer being produced.

Our goal at the beginning was to develop 
a mutual understanding of each country’s 
cultures and business environments while 
fostering U.S.-China cultural and business 
harmony. For the past two decades, we have 
witnessed the People’s Republic of China 
experience amazing economic growth while 
the U.S. seemed to stall. Admitting not to be 
economic geniuses, China Insight did man-
age to meet its mission statement. And, with 
the changes witnessed, China Insight now 
must determine how best to serve the Chi-
nese American and AAPI communities, and 
whether it be on a local, regional or national 
level. We’ve been able to persevere for so 
long because of our advertisers and loyal 
readers. Your support has been unwavering. 
For that, we are profoundly grateful.

We want your input
Looking ahead, we enter 2023 with an 

eye on the longer horizon; we want to stay 
responsive to the events around us while 
increasing our focus on the challenges of 
the future. Our mission is to bring facts to 
the public without advocacy or policy pre-
scriptions. We present our findings not to 
achieve a particular outcome, but to enrich 
your understanding of the world around 
you, the way it is changing, and your place 
in it. What do you think? How are we doing 
in fulfilling our mission? Are we covering 
relevant topics? Are we sharing what we 
have learned in an accessible, 
engaging and informative way? 
These are some of the questions 
we’ve been pondering, and we 
invite your suggestions. Please 
reply to me directly and share 
your ideas. Your feedback is 
critical to our future direction

In addition to printing the 
newspaper, we’re proud to 
present a brief historical syn-
opsis of activities that China 
Insight has accomplished over 
the past 21 years, starting with 
assisting and accompanying 
Governor Jesse Ventura on a 
trade mission to China in 2002, 
and, to name a few others: or-
ganized Timberwolves China 

Expo when they played Yao 
Ming starting in 2002; ac-
tively sponsored commu-
nity events held by Chinese 
American Association, Asian 
Media Access, Dragon Festi-
val and the China Center at 
the University of Minnesota; 
planned and hosted WTO 
training delegations from 
Zhejiang Province, China, 
to promote business rela-
tions between Zhejiang and 

Minnesota. China Insight also collaborated 
with CHFF and established “A Passage 
to China” in 2008 that was held annually 
at Mall of America. China Insight is now 
assisting the Minnesota China Friendship 
Garden Society with the St. Paul-Changsha 
Friendship Garden.

China Insight has a vast archive 
of articles that can be searched

Although China Insight began as a 
free, printed newspaper back in 2001, it 
continues now to be available digitally at 
www.chinainsight.info. We are proud that 
during the previous 21 years to have been 
involved in organizing events listed above 
along with 210 editions of the paper along 
with the many thousands of articles that we 
intend to make searchable on our website.  
Thus, we intend to keep the SEARCH func-
tion available so that visitors can search our 
archives via the “Past Issues” tab or search 
specific categories, or by entering the names 
of specific organizations or individuals such 
as Chinese American Association of Min-
nesota, MCFGS, China Center, or by top-
ics like Chinese ethnic minorities, Chinese 
language, Passage to China, Ming Tchou, 
David Fong or James Hong. 

That being said, as China Insight begins 
its 22nd year of publishing, we are solicit-
ing comments from our core readers as to 
whether our current format and content 
are still meeting your interests or whether 
our mission statement could be updated to 
better reflect current relations between the 
U.S. and the PRC, which has become more 
confrontational on many fronts. We have 
intentionally remained neutral on most 
issues that affect these two countries over 
the years.

The U.S.-China relationship is the 
most complex bilateral relationship for 
the United States. Over the last 30 years, 

Sino-American relations have undergone an 
impressive transformation from animosity 
and conflict to candid dialogue and con-
structive cooperation. These two vast and 
complicated countries have found limited 
common ground on issues of trade, invest-
ment and, more recently, security. But key 
issues remain unresolved, and the potential 
for troubling divergence is real as China be-
comes an economic powerhouse, a military 
force in Asia, and a potential rival to U.S. 
hegemony. What role should China Insight 
take covering these future developments? 
And how frequently would you like the 
website be updated?

Although there is not too much we 
can do to change whatever trajectory is in 
motion, the Chinese community needs to 
become more proactive and become more 
involved as citizens by getting involved in 
politics, charitable giving and other activi-
ties to shatter the “model minority label and 
work together instead as factions within 
their own communities.

You can influence the future of 
China Insight

We would like to see China Insight 
continue and grow in a digital format. We 
would like to hear from those of you who 
have an interest in joining us as a staff or 
volunteer member, or as an investor, or join 
us as an advisory board member. We have 
been planning a revamp of our format over 
the past year and would welcome your input 
to assist us in continuing to make China 
Insight as relevant as possible to you. Please 
contact me directly at ghugh@chinainsight.
info or 612-723-4872 with your comments.

As usual, China Insight would like to 
extend an invitation to anyone who wishes 
to contribute articles for our consideration. 
It can be on any topic that has a China con-
nection, be it in history, culture, business, 
travel, arts, food or whatever. Please feel 
free to contact Elaine Dunn or me with any 
ideas you may have.

In closing, Richard He and I wish to 
acknowledge our volunteer staff, Elaine 
Dunn, Jenny Nordin and Will Ahern for their 
commitment and dedication over the years.

As always, thank you for reading China 
Insight and visiting the China insight web-
site, which is being revised and updated. If 
you wish to receive updates, please contact 
me at ghugh@chinainsight.info. ♦

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
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mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=
mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=
https://www.chinainsight.info/
https://www.chinainsight.info/
mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=


March 2023 / PAGE 3 newswww.chinainsight.info

First flush toilet?

New low, new outlet

Naughty or nice? Market recovery

Mask mandates end

We know it’s not Christmas, but when 
you do business with the Chinese govern-
ment, it’s like Christmas ALL the time! 
Companies that go along with Beijing’s poli-
cies will be rewarded and those that don’t 
will get a version of Beijing’s lump of coal.

Swedish H&M got the coal treatment. 
By disavowing its use of Xinjiang cotton as 

a protest of China’s human rights 
policies in Xinjiang*, H&M 
stores were removed from Baidu 
and H&M products have disap-
peared from Chinese e-commerce 
platforms! Other companies such 
as Nike, New Balance and Hugo 
Boss who took similar stance as 
H&M all faced boycotts.

An Australian report, cor-
roborated by The Washington 
Post, had implicated Apple and 
some other 80-plus major brands 
in using forced Uyghur labour. 

“Local Chinese governments and private 
brokers are paid a price per head for workers 
on the labour assignments," the report said. ♦

*Hundreds of thousands of Uyghurs in 
China’s northwest region are in forced labor 
at factories in cotton production and at least 
1,000,000 are in mass internment camps.

China’s healthcare system was 
pushed to new limits immediately 
after restrictions were lifted just prior 
to Chinese New Year.

The people’s desire to reconnect 
with families and to travel, shop, eat 
and drink per pre-pandemic condi-
tions led to a healthy rebound for 
the Chinese economy. Overall, over 
the seven-day Chinese New Year 
holiday:
• Domestic air travel was up 50.9% 
over 2021, though still 47% lower 
than 2019 trip volumes. A total of 
226 million trips by road, rail, wa-
terway and air were recorded. 
• Revenues in the tourism and hos-
pitality sectors over the seven-day period 
recovered to 80.7% of pre-pandemic levels.
• Cinema box office, with a strong line-up of 
domestic films, generated around $1 billion 
over the seven-day national holiday. 
• Revenues for some restaurants soared back 
to pre-pandemic levels. 

Though much of the initial rebound was 
obviously in sectors artificially depressed by 
restrictions, the sharpness of the rebound 
around the new year has exceeded expecta-
tions.

Strong consumer consumption fueled by 
record savings during the lockdown coupled 

with supportive government policies may 
yield a bumper first quarter. Foreign produc-
ers and exporters of consumable goods with 
exposure to Chinese consumers are likely to 
see upticks in demand.

Headwinds: The real estate sector 
and its associated industries still present 
a significant concern. Private real estate 
developers are in crisis mode, property 
prices in riskier areas such as city outskirts 
or lower-tier cities, are falling. 

Exports saw demand fall from October-
December 2022 and expected to continue 
to struggle. ♦

Hong Kong has sunk to new depths!  Its 
ranking on the most recent press freedom 
report by media rights watchdog Reporters 
Without Borders puts Hong Kong at 148 
last year!  Ouch!  Eritrea came in dead last 
at 180 while Norway came in tops for the 
fifth successive year.

Since 2002, Reporters Without Borders 
had released an annual World Press Freedom 
Index that assesses and ranks 180 countries 
and regions by the degree of freedom avail-
able to journalists.   

In 2002, Hong Kong was ranked 18th, 
but has been declining since!  By 2012, 
it had slipped to 58.  Two pro-democracy 
media organizations, Apple Daily and Stand 
News, were forced to close in 2021 after the 

police raided their newsrooms and arrested 
senior staff.

The oppressive press environment and 
dismal Index showing is one reason former 
RTHK (Radio Television Hong Kong) pro-
ducer Bao Choy and veteran journalist Kent 
Lui launched new media outlet The Collec-
tive HK.  The team vowed to “continue the 
mission of the media” and pledged to pro-
vide in-depth reporting and news analysis 
weekly on issues of public interest.  

Choy was one of many journalists ar-
rested in relation to the 2019 pro-democracy 
protests coverage.  Her appeal to overturn 
her conviction is scheduled for May 3 this 
year, which, ironically, is also World Press 
Freedom Day. ♦

As of end-February, gamblers and tour-
ists to Macau will no longer be required to 
wear masks in most places, except for public 
transportation and hospitals.  Neighbouring 
Hong Kong will lift the mask mandate as 
of March 8.

Both Hong Kong and Macau followed 
China’s zero-COVID policy for much of the 
past three years.  Macau’s government did 
say that individuals who develop flu-like 
symptoms should wear a mask when going 

Okay, the Chinese have invented a lot of 
stuff.  And now, the Institute of Archaeology 
at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
think the world’s first flushable toilet has 
been discovered in the ruins of a palace in 
Yueyang, Shaanxi Province, last summer.

The toilet is believed to be between 
2,200-2,400 years-old, dating back to the 
Warring States period (424 B.C.) through 
the Qin Dynasty (221-206 B.C.).

The toilet was designed with a bowl 

around the city, and that everyone should 
carry and wear masks when “commuting 
around the city.”

Macau’s casino revenues were decimat-
ed after COVID-19 restrictions went into 
effect, soared during the January Chinese 
New Year holiday, entertaining the largest 
crowds in more than three years.  However, 
it was still below the 2019 Chinese New 
Year level, according to data released by 
the Macau government.  Macau is the only 
Chinese city where gambling in casinos is 
legal.  Tens of thousands of tourists visited 
the former Portuguese colony’s casinos 
daily over the New Year holiday.

Casinos have committed to investing a 
total of US$15 billion in the coming decade 
on developing non-gaming plans aimed at 
increasing non-gaming revenues, currently 
at 5%.  Las Vegas is at around 50%.

There’s a lot of optimism in the world’s 
largest gambling hub these days.  After all, 
gaming revenue makes up more than half 
of Macau’s gross domestic product prior to 
the pandemic. ♦

with a pipe at the bottom to lead the 
waste into an outside pit.  Servants 
would dump water down the bowl 
to flush away the waste after the 
high-ranking official or emperor had 
finished his business.  Since the top 
half of the toilet was not found in the 
excavation, the archaeologists cannot 
determine whether the user would sit 
or squat for the task at hand.

A design expert in ancient tools 
said the toilet is "deceptively ad-
vanced" because of the water drain-
age system that is used, according to 
China's Global Times.  

Soil samples from the toilet are 
being analyzed in the hope of finding 

out what people ate at that time.
This “luxury object” is the first and only 

flush toilet ever unearthed in China.  Before 
this discovery, the invention of the first flush 
toilet was credited to the English courtier Sir 
John Harington, who installed a two-foot-
deep oval bowl in 1596 for Queen Elizabeth 
I at Richmond Palace.  Harington’s device 
required 7.5 gallons to flush each time and 
could accommodate up to 20 uses between 
flushes. ♦
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Anti-Asian hate crimes not going away, spurring new 
initiatives
By Elaine Dunn | March 2023

When COVID-19 erupted around the 
world in early 2020, there was a surge in 
anti-Asian hate crimes. However, now that 
COVID is fading into the background, the 
wave of anti-Asian hate crimes have not 
subsided. 

The recent spy balloon flying over 
the U.S. will only cause another wave of 
hostility.

Videos of violence and harassment of 
Asian Americans are abundant. Just enter 
“Asian Crime Report” on your search bar 
and you’ll see what’s happening across the 
nation, especially, but not limited to, the east 
and west coasts. In February alone, 
• A motorist in Massachusetts drove into an 
Asian man, ramming him into a construction 
ditch while yelling “Go back to China.”
• Asian Crime Report tweeted an incident 

where a black male in NYC verbally abused 
an Asian woman (image above)
• New York-based Asian American writer 
visiting San Francisco was egged by a man 
voicing racist comments on a bus. The guy 
continued hurling eggs through the bus 
window after getting off. If you recognize 
the egger in the striped hoodie, call the 
Anonymous Tip Line, 415-575-4444.
• In January, an Asian American student 
was stabbed in the head while on a bus in 
Indiana. Attacker admitted the victim was 
targeted “because she was Chinese.”

Nineteen months ago, President Joe 
Biden signed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes 
Act meant to “step up” and help solve “a 
critical problem of hate crimes being under-
reported.” However, an analysis by USA 
Today reported in early February that many 

key initiatives have yet to be launched, that 
the FBI data on the incidents of hate crimes 
against the AAPI communities were only 
a fraction of what was reported to state 
authorities and the San Francisco-based 
nonprofit Stop AAPI Hate, and, federal 
funded state-run hate crime hotlines “have 
not yet been implemented.”

CNN reported Asian Americans, usually 
the lowest gun-owning population segment 
of the U.S., are now “arming up.”

From 2020 to 2021, Sacramento, Calif., 
reported an increase of 32% anti-Asian hate 
crimes. Nonprofit Stop AAPI Hate recorded 
more than 11,000 anti-Asian hate crimes 
since March 2020. Locally, the latest crime 
report issued by the Minnesota Bureau of 

Continued on page 5

March is Women’s History Month and 
March 8 is International Women’s Day 
(known as “Queen’s Day” in China).

In the 1950s, Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) leader Mao Zedong once famously 
said, “Women hold up half the sky.” How 
did the CCP impact the role of women in 
Chinese society?

Women in China, as in many parts of the 
world, are experiencing changes and many 
women have taken a strong stand against 
gender inequality. 

Chinese women have undergone a 
remarkable transformation over the past 
century. Economically, they hold consider-
able sway as entrepreneurs and consumers. 
Women now account for 55% of new busi-
ness owners in China, and are increasingly 
taking on leadership roles in the private 
sectors. China is also home to two-thirds of 
the world’s female billionaires. The robust 
spending power of Chinese women has 
created a “she-economy.” Eighty percent of 
Tmall’s top brands in 2020 address female 
consumer needs.

From the feet binding and arranged mar-
riages of the past, to the rise of successful 
female business leaders and the ongoing 
struggle for gender equality, China's journey 
towards women's empowerment has been a 
complex and multifaceted one.

When the CCP came into power in 1949, 
it has played a crucial and pivotal role in 
the transformation process, advocating 
for women’s rights and gender equality 
as part of its broader agenda on social and 
economic reform. It recognized early on 
that the emancipation of women was key to 
helping the Party achieve its goals of social 
and economic progress.

Its commitment to women’s empower-
ment was reflected in a number of key policy 
initiatives, one of which was the Marriage 
Law of 1950, which abolished arranged 
marriages and gave women the right to 
divorce. This was a major step forward for 
women’s rights in China. It helped challenge 
the notion that women were the property of 
their husbands or fathers. 

Then came the One-Child Policy of 
1979, which, while controversial (and 
with dire social consequences surfacing 
decades later), helped to reduce the burden 
of childcare on women and promote gender 
equality. 

In addition to legal reforms, the CCP 
also worked to address the underlying social 
and cultural attitudes that perpetuated gen-
der inequality. Women were encouraged to 
pursue education and careers, to participate 
fully in social and economic life, and to con-
tribute to the development of the nation. To 
that end, the CCP established the All-China 
Women's Federation (ACWF) in April 1949 
to unite women of all ethnic groups and 
interest to uphold women’s rights and strive 
for equality between men and women.

In 1995, the Party held the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in Beijing, which 
resulted in the adoption of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action. This 
landmark document called for the promotion 
of gender equality and the empowerment 
of women, and has since become a guid-
ing principle for women's rights advocates 

around the world.
However, despite the CCP's efforts to 

promote gender equality, women in China 
continue to face significant challenges.

Gender-based violence and discrimina-
tion are still pervasive in Chinese society. 
In 2016, the Chinese government passed the 
Anti-Domestic Violence Law, which was 
a major step forward in protecting women 
from violence and abuse. The #MeToo 
movement, which gained momentum in 
China in 2018, highlighted the prevalence of 
sexual harassment and assault in the work-
place and sparked a broader conversation 
about gender inequality in Chinese society. 
However, tennis star Peng Shuai’s 2021 
sexual assault claim against former Vice 
Premier Zhang Gaoli is now a censored post 
on Chinese social media. Progress?

The gender pay gap also remains a per-
sistent issue. Cornell University’s June 2022 
“The Gender Pay Gap in China” reported 
women only earned 71.57% of what men 
earned in China. The study used resume 
data of more than 10 million online job 
seekers in 2015. 

Women also are underrepresented in 
positions of political power. Under Xi 
Jinping, the Politburo has reverted back to 
all-male for the first time since 1997. The 
lone woman was edged out in October 2022. 
“Chinese women have been excluded from 
the center of political power at both local 
and central levels,” said Hsiu-hua Shen, 
professor of Sociology at Taiwan’s National 
Tsing Hua University, before the conference 
closed. Furthermore, at no time in the past 
70 years had there been a female member 
in the Politburo Standing Committee. At 
the end of 2022, of the approximately 100 
million CCP members, less than 30% of 
the rank and file are women. The number 
of women thin out even more as you go 
higher up the ranks.

In addition, traditional gender roles and 
societal expectations continue to shape the 
lives of many Chinese women, particularly 
in rural areas. Women in rural areas are 
more likely to drop out of school early, 
marry young, and face discrimination in 

the workplace.
One of the most significant challenges 

facing women in China today is the pressure 
to conform to traditional gender roles and 
societal expectations. Despite the CCP's 
efforts to promote gender equality, many 
Chinese women still face expectations to 
prioritize marriage and motherhood over 
their careers and personal ambitions. The 
concept of "leftover women," which refers 
to unmarried women over the age of 27, 
is still used to stigmatize and marginalize 
women who prioritize their careers over 
marriage.

The role of women in modern China is 
a complex and evolving issue. The growing 
visibility of female scientists, entrepreneurs 
and activists is a testament to the resilience 
and determination of Chinese women. By 
continuing to challenge gender norms and 
fight for their rights, women in China will 
achieve a more equitable and just society 
for themselves

No doubt, there are more opportunities 
for women in China these days. But the 
biggest barrier to achieving true gender 
equality remains the CCP itself, becoming 
more patriarchal and male-dominated under 
Xi. "When women have limited voice in 
the top-level decision-making process, the 
gendered political hierarchy remains, and 
the existing glass ceiling remains," warned 
Dr Wang Pan, an expert on China's gender 
issues and senior lecturer in Chinese and 
Asian studies at the University of New 
South Wales.

So, long term, what the future hold 
for women in China will be a wait-and-
see game. Xi is openly distrustful of any 
civil organizing, arresting women protest-
ing against issues that are not challenging 
the political system. China’s current aging 
population and declining birth rate is pres-
suring women into having more children. 
At such a critical juncture, with no woman 
included in the 25-member Politburo, the 
nearly 700 million women living in China 
is being under-represented. Now, there’s an 
understatement, if there ever were one! ♦

The CCP and the transformation of women’s role in 
modern China
By Elaine Dunn | March 2023

https://twitter.com/activeasian/status/1628906485983092737
https://twitter.com/BettyKPIX/status/1627877061124825089?s=20
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/decision.htm
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/decision.htm
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Oscar-winning film designer Tim Yip and Minneapolis 
Institute of Art collaborate on Chinese bronzes exhibit

“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon” film 
designer Tim Yip is collaborating with the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art (Mia) in the 
“Eternal Offerings: Chinese Ritual Bronzes” 
exhibit, which opens March 4 and runs 
through May 21, 2023.  The exhibit features 
150 of Mia’s collection of some 200 ancient 
Chinese bronzes (one of the nation’s top 
collections of its kind).

In ancient Chinese society, bronze ves-
sels held great ritual significance.  Elegant 
and exquisite, these objects were also 
symbols of power.  Bronze vessels for wine 
and food were used to make offerings to 
the heavenly and ancestral spirits, a prac-

tice based on the belief that life 
continued after death and that 
reciprocity existed between the 
deceased and their living kin.  

Liu Yang, Mia’s curator of 
Chinese art, created dramatic 
narrative themes.  Together with 
Yip’s sound designs, projections, 
and A. J. Weissbard’s lighting de-
sign, each of the seven galleries in 
the exhibition will evoke a unique 
facet of the rituals performed to 
honor the divinities.  Visitors will 
experience the stages of a full rit-
ual ceremony, from the solemnity 
of the temple to the exhilaration 
of a lavish banquet. 

“Mia has one of the world’s 
greatest collections of ancient 
Chinese bronzes outside China, 
which makes this exhibition pos-
sible,” said Liu.  “Personally, it 
is exciting for me to work with 

Tim Yip to highlight these objects in an 
unexpected and fresh way.”  The show 
offers visitors a full sensory experience, 
where art merges with the aesthetics of 
theater and film.  They will learn about the 
significance and centuries-long history of 
these objects and the ritual activities they 
are associated with. 
• The first gallery is a transitional space 
designed to shift the mood and encourage 
an open frame of mind.  Shards of bronze 
are suspended from the ceiling to evoke 
fragmentary memories of the ancient past.  
A brief introduction and a sampling of 
ancient poems will provide context for the 

Gui food vessel, early 10th century 
B.C.   

Bequest of Alfred F. Pillsbury.

exhibition. 
• The next gallery will highlight a world 
of wildness, including bronze birds, tigers, 
and mythical beasts.  This space represents 
animism, shamanism, divination, and the 
worship of gods and ancestors.  A transpar-
ent, fabric scrim, with a projection of the 
Yellow River, will form a flowing backdrop 
for a zun wine vessel in the shape of an owl 
from the Late Shang dynasty (1200s–1100s 
B.C.).  The walls will be decorated with im-
ages of mountains and animals taken from 
ancient bronzes. 
• Visitors will then move to a gallery 
meant to evoke an ancestral temple.  Vast 
fabric curtains, printed with images of a 
temple interior, will hang in the center of 
the room, creating a mysterious and solemn 
atmosphere.  Rows of bronze containers for 
food and wine, ritual objects used within the 
ancient temple, will be on display.  Bronze 
daggers and spears will line the walls.  
Special lighting will evoke daytime in the 
first half of the gallery, and nighttime in 
the second. 
• The next gallery is dominated by an earth-
en altar that leads the eye upward toward a 
projection of a moving sky.  This simulated 
altar represents a ritual activity of ancient 
China in which fire and smoke were used 
to communicate with heavenly deities.  The 
center of the altar will hold a large bronze 
cauldron; one smaller cauldron will sit in 
each of the four corners of the room.  Other 
types of vessels will be scattered in groups 
around the altar.  The objects in this room 
were believed to facilitate communication 
with the spiritual world through their mys-

terious ornamented surfaces and the food 
and wine they contained. 
• After the solemnity of the temple visit, 
visitors will move to a boisterous and joyful 
banquet hall.  Ceremonies held in Bronze 
Age China always ended with feasts in 
which the descendants of the worshiped 
ancestors consumed the foods and wine 
that were prepared for the spirits.  This was 
a way to communicate and connect with 
the deceased and to seek their blessing for 
the family’s well-being.  Included in this 
section will be bronze vessels for serving 
food and drink. 
• The next gallery is devoted to the concept 
of li, a moral code used to maintain social 
structures and hierarchies.  Li covered every 
aspect of society, but its main purpose was 
to promote the continuation of the ruler’s 
lineage.  Bronze vessels and musical instru-
ments on display, including bronze bells 
from the 500s and 400s B.C., embody the 
concept of li, reflecting social codes and hi-
erarchy in their design, decoration, and use.  
A standout piece in this section is a gui food 
vessel from the early 900s B.C. adorned 
with a phoenix; the mythological creature 
was a popular motif in bronze decoration at 
the time and was even likened to the Zhou 
ruler himself. 
• The final gallery will feature large-scale 
3D scans projected on gallery walls, high-
lighting the intricate surface ornamentation 
of different bronzes.  A select group of ob-
jects will be displayed on a mirror.  These 
correspond to the bronze shards seen in the 
first room, completing the visitor’s spiritual 
journey through “Eternal Offerings.” 

“In this exhibition, I intend to create a 
new multidimensional perspective for look-
ing at bronzes,” said designer Yip.  “I want 
visitors to feel through their ears, body, eyes, 
and other senses, which will allow them 
to rediscover the ancient bronzes and the 
impact of their beauty and mystery.” 

This exhibition is made possible by 
major sponsors the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, E. Rhodes and Leona 
B. Carpenter Foundation, Bei Shan Tang 
Foundation, and Thomson Reuters; gener-
ous sponsors the Henry Luce Foundation, 
Blakemore Foundation, and Christie's; me-
dia sponsor the Star Tribune and additional 
support provided by the Chinese Heritage 
Foundation. ♦

Tickets
General admission: $20; 
Contributor member: Free (additional 
tickets $16); 
Youth 17 and under: Free

For more information, call 612.870.3000 
or visit artsmia.org.

Zun wine vessel in the shape of an owl, 13th–12th 
century bce, bronze

Bequest of Alfred F. Pillsbury

Crime Apprehension reported 238 cases in 
2021, and 146 in 2019. It cited 16 anti-Asian 
incidents in 2021 as opposed to one in 2019.

Community leaders and lawmakers 
initiate public education campaigns to 
create awareness of Asian hate crimes and 
resources for victims.

In a recent MinnPost article, Rep. Sa-
mantha Vang, Hmong-American lawmaker 
from Brooklyn Center, was quoted saying, 
“The community is asking me what can I 
do. But the state right now doesn’t have the 
infrastructure to report what is actually hap-
pening on the ground to our communities.”

Know this person?  Call 415-575-4444.

But there is an initiative underway to 
remedy that. In January 2023, a bill authored 
by Vang and others “sets up a system to 
report incidents that fall short of criminal 
acts or are not reported because the victim 
chooses not to. People could report events 
to community groups that might be more 
trusted. And those reports could be gathered 
to provide a fuller idea of what is happening 
on the ground.”

Under this bill, data will be sought and 
collected from school districts, charter 
schools, community organizations and 
individuals and used to form “next steps” 
and policies. The Vang bill also expands 
the categories of crimes “motivated by 
bias,” and attempts to close a loophole in 
how the law treats property crimes meant 
to intimidate individuals or groups. It also 
directs the commissioner of human rights 
to” appropriate money for grants to assist 
in collecting the data and to provide support 
services for victims of those crimes.”

Around the country, Comcast had 
been airing an ad campaign consisting of 
25-second animated video spots in 6,000-
plus communities (approx. 16.5 subscrib-
ers). Developed by New York-based Right 
To Be anti-hate organization, the videos 
depict everyday situations that encourage 
five approaches bystanders can undertake 

Society

Anti-Asian hate crimes spurring new 
initiatives
Continued from page 4

to intervene and defuse during or after a 
harassment or hate incident. 

The videos dealt with a grave and dif-
ficult subject matter in a light manner, and 
were easily translated into multiple languag-
es. They also were used to formulate the 
course introduction to an intervention train-
ing series. Emily May, president of Right 
To Be, said the “five D’s methods” (deflect, 
delay, delegate, direct and document) offer 
ways for people eager to do something to 
address the problem. “Bystander interven-
tion really meets that societal need. It’s 
something all of us can do.”

During times of economic uncertainty, 
hate crimes against minorities and immi-
grant groups, scapegoats for social problems 
and job dislocation, tend to increase. There-
fore, this is the time we need to educate and 
be educated in how to push back, and it 
shouldn’t just be on the shoulders of Asian 
or Chinese Americans. It’s the responsibility 
of all Americans.

We cannot and should not wait for 
somebody else to step in and help. By taking 
action during such incidents ourselves, we 
can make a difference. 

Anyone interested in training and taking 
effective action, visit Right To Be. ♦

https://new.artsmia.org/
https://www.house.mn.gov/hrd/bs/93/HF0181.pdf
https://www.house.mn.gov/hrd/bs/93/HF0181.pdf
https://righttobe.org/trainings/how-to-respond-to-anti-asian-american-harassment-when-it-happens-to-you/


PAGE 6 / March 2023 www.chinainsight.info

“The Opium Business: A History of Crime and Capitalism 
in Maritime China” by Peter Thilly
Reviewed by James Herndon | Asian Review of Books | Jan. 21, 2023

Author: Peter Thilly
Publisher: Stanford University Press
Publication date: 
Softcover: 316 pages

Peter Thilly, assistant professor of history at the University of Mississippi, is 
a historian of modern China, with research and teaching interests Qing and 
Republican Chinese history, Japanese and British imperialism, migration, 
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About the reviewer

James Herndon is a former U.S. Marine 
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in Udaipur, India, while completing 
his doctorate degree in Economics.  
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After years of diplomatic pressure 
from the United States, China placed all 
fentanyl-related chemicals under an en-
hanced regulatory regime in 2019… only 
to see India emerge as a new source for the 
drug’s precursors the next year. Since then, 
overdose deaths have continued to surge, 
prompting one U.S. Senator to declare that 
“The flow of deadly synthetic opioids across 
our southern border is a public health crisis 
and a national security threat.” Peter Thilly’s 
new book, “ The Opium Business: A His-
tory of Crime and Capitalism in Maritime 
China,” shows that a rising tide of addiction 
can indeed threaten a nation. It also shows 
why government attempts to disrupt the drug 
trade so often fail.

Thilly situates the book in the Chinese 
province of Fujian. Centuries of Qing rule 
never overcame the mutual distrust between 
Beijing and its southern littoral region. Here 
the Emperor counted for far less than one’s 
lineage, an institution based on common 
descent that functioned as a de facto local 
government. That independent streak, set 
along a coastline with countless bays and in-
lets, made it an ideal location for smuggling.

While the 1843 Treaty of Nanjing 
opened two treaty ports in Fujian, opium 
remained technically illegal for decades. 
So British firms operating out of Hong 
Kong delivered drugs by way of “receiving 
ships.” Dozens of ships loaded with Indian 
opium anchored just off the coast, allowing 
both Chinese and British officials to deny 
responsibility as a stream of smaller Chinese 
boats constantly ferried contraband onto the 
mainland.

Over the decades, power brokers at 
every level took the opportunity to enrich 
themselves, often blurring the distinction 
between taxation and bribery. Limited state 
capacity compelled reliance on tax farming, 
an arrangement whereby a firm pays the 
government a flat fee in exchange for the 

right to collect taxes and profit from the 
overage. So-called “prohibition bureaus” 
amounted to little more than government 
sponsored opium monopolies. But the 
choice to delegate responsibility for taxation 
and regulation to private firms sustained 
competing local power holders with di-
vergent interests. Neighboring provinces 
were another threat, as each undercut the 
other’s tax rates in a futile race to the bot-
tom. Nevertheless, opium still paid for more 
than half of the Qing’s import taxes from 
1867 to 1900, with much of the windfall 
going to infrastructure and the military. But 
this “Self-Strengthening Movement” relied 
on the widespread use of a substance that 
destroyed countless Chinese lives.

The first Sino-Japanese War brought a 
new and far more invasive imperial power 
to Fujian. Japan declared that all inhabitants 
of Taiwan were now citizens of its empire 
and made the same offer to anyone with 
Taiwanese ancestry. Well-acquainted with 
the benefits of exterritoriality enjoyed by 
Europeans, many Fujianese took them up 
on the offer. While the overall aim had 
been to extend Japanese authority into trade 
networks across Southeast Asia, access to 
lucrative vice industries like drugs, gam-
bling, and prostitution was not unwelcome.

For over a century, drugs were perva-
sive. In 1845, Fuzhou supported more than 
one hundred opium dens. In 1881, the dens 
in Xiamen employed 6% of the adult male 
population. In 1941, one in five Xiamen 
businesses sold opium, morphine or heroin. 
The addicts, dealers, and low-level enforc-
ers lived and died in a sea of corruption and 
complicity. The British, Qing, Guomindang, 
and Japanese all averted their gaze while 
accruing the revenue.

The years from 1839 to 1945 were 
indeed a “Century of Humiliation” from 
the standpoint of Chinese sovereignty. 
While this book is far from an apologia for 

Western opium traders, Thilly shows that 
many Chinese were not so much victims as 
active agents who leveraged opium and the 
opportunities it created. Careful study of the 
period holds lessons for anyone concerned 
with drug epidemics, past or present.

Throughout the book, Thilly situates 
opium in the wider milieu. The Qing reli-
ance on tax farming and opium monopolies 
was hardly unique; colonial regimes in 
Malaya and Indonesia also relied on the 
practice. In that age of trade barriers, opium 
was just one of many goods smuggled into 
China on the receiving ships. In fact, Chi-
nese officials often showed greater concern 
for the illegal export of rice than the import 
of narcotics. Once drugs arrived on the 
mainland, officials treated them like just 
another good under lijin, the system of trans-
port taxes that applied to all Qing citizens. 
For all its notoriety, opium behaved just like 
any other commodity subject to the forces 
of supply and demand. When the price 
of imported drugs rose, Chinese farmers 
abandoned traditional husbandry in favor of 
more lucrative, illicit crops. Dealers tried to 
protect their profit margins by branding their 
wares, only to see counterfeit goods surge 
into the marketplace. Farmers in rural Fujian 
even accepted opium as a form of currency.

Thilly put in yeoman’s work, combing 
archives in Asia, Europe, and North Amer-
ica. He photographed the ocean bays where 
British merchants weighed anchor, viewed 
the stamps affixed to confiscated drugs, 
and cites sources as diverse as 19th century 
American travelogs and 20th-century Hok-
kien fiction. And while addicts, smugglers, 
and corrupt officials rarely oblige historians 
with detailed memoirs, Thilly still managed 
to capture colorful personalities like St Ju-
lian Hugh Edwards, a black British subject 
raised in Singapore with a gift for languages 
and a knack for fraud. Edwards parlayed a 
stint in the U.S. consular prison into a job 

as a constable before a tax evasion scheme 
left him stateless but still untouchable to 
the Qing authorities. Thilly discovered the 
bumbling German criminal Gustav Hoff-
man in letters intercepted by the British 
government. Hoffman’s amateurish scheme 
to import European-manufactured cocaine 
and morphine through Hong Kong relied 
on co-conspirators to refer to the drugs as 
“cheese” and “margarine” via telegraph. 
Ye Qinghe, the “Opium King” of Fujian, 
endured multiple stints in jail, but always 
seemed indispensable to those in power. 
When the League of Nations severed his 
connections to European drug companies, 
Ye opened a pharmacy as a front for a heroin 
factory. He prospered throughout the Japa-
nese occupation, only to die at the hands of 
Chinese communists in 1944.

In the 50 years since Richard Nixon first 
declared a “War on Drugs,” Americans have 
tried and failed to eradicate coca in South 
America and poppy in Afghanistan. Mean-
while drug manufacturers innovated their 
way into new addictive substances that only 
exacerbated problems they meant to solve. 
Analogies to the present-day leap from ev-
ery page, but Thilly leaves it to readers to 
supply them. That decision to refrain from 
offering trite lessons or solutions makes the 
book more credible as a work of scholarship, 
one that may continue to hold lessons after 
the current fentanyl epidemic subsides. ♦
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It’s perhaps best to start by noting that 
the title of Xin Wen’s new study, “The 
King’s Road: Diplomacy and the Remak-
ing of the Silk Road,” is considerably 
more expansive than the book itself, which 
restricts itself to the late first millennium 
(ca 850-1000 CE) and is centered on Dun-
huang; Khotan is as far as west as it goes. 
The book’s tight focus is however fortuitous, 
for it allows Xin Wen to go into illuminat-
ing — and very readable — detail.

Xin Wen makes a case for Dunhuang 
— it “sits at the intersection of three main 
roads in the Eastern half of the Eurasian con-
tinent” — but more immediately, perhaps, 
it’s where the documents are (or were). The 
60,000 manuscripts in the so-called “library 
cave” included a large number of secular 
documents: reports, guides, lists, letters, 
contracts, many (perhaps most) of which 
only exist because they were recycled as 
waste paper to strengthen bindings or cover-
ings of religious texts.

It’s hard to know who will get more out 
of “The King’s Road”: those with a ground-
ing in the subject matter and thus able to 
understand the nuance Xin Wen brings to 
the period or those (of which, objectively, 
I am one) with only a cursory background 
and hence few preconceptions for Xin Wen 
to correct. But there are a few questions that 
are perhaps recognizable to both groups.

First, Xin Wen makes the now somewhat 
contrarian argument that the “Silk Road” 
really was about silk, that this 19th-century 
neologism had in fact some concrete real-
ity and was not merely a clever metaphor. 
He starts by quoting a song from one of the 
manuscripts which references “the eastern 
road,” the road “west all the way until Kho-
tan” and the “large jin-silks … damasks, 
gauze, plain silk, colored silk.”

 
People in Dunhuang, of course, 

did not not exactly call the road 

that connected them with their 
neighbors the “Silk Road.” Never-
theless, had they been asked about 
it, they likely would have found the 
phrase entirely intelligible, even 
meaningful.
 
Xin Wen also notes also that much of the 

travel on the Silk Road was not commercial 
but “diplomatic,” conducted by official 
envoys; hence the subtitle of the book. He 
writes that there is little direct evidence 
of strictly commercial traffic. Absence of 
evidence is not evidence of absence, but it 
may also be that diplomacy and commerce 
were joined at the hip — being an envoy 
could, as Xin Wen documents, be very 
profitable indeed. He tellingly notes that on 
his journey out to China, Marco Polo went 
as a merchant; on the way back, he traveled 
as an envoy.

The period covered by the book (a 
choice also driven by the source material) 
is one, he writes, of intense political region-
alism. The region had been dominated by 
China’s Tang Dynasty until the mid-eighth 
century, after which the Tibetan empire took 
control of the region, conquering Dunhuang 
in 781, an advance challenged, however, by 
the Uyghur empire. “Then, in the middle of 
the ninth century, all three imperial powers 
simultaneously went into decline.” This 
was the period of the “Five Dynasties and 
Ten Kingdoms” and early Song in China, 
and Dunhuang ended up at least de facto 
independent for almost two centuries, as 
did Khotan and Turfan. This was a time of 
“kings” (there were quite a few of them) 
rather than emperors (although some of the 
kings styled themselves as “emperor”). Xin 
Wen’s Dunhuang-centric study, he writes, 
“challenges our understanding of what was 
and was not ‘China’.”

As a corollary, Xin Wen takes aim at the 
idea that the Silk Road required political 

centralization for its operation. His analysis 
of the documentation indicates that it was 
working just fine regardless of the lack of 
overarching authority.

In another contrarian section, Xin Wen 
argues that the lingua franca at the time was 
neither Chinese nor Sogdian, but more likely 
the Tibetan of the empire that had been 
dominant in the region a few decades earlier.

Even if historians do not find this level 
of detail useful, writers of historical fiction 
surely will.

Particularly fascinating is the all-too-
brief section on economics. Coins, which 
had been prevalent in the centuries before, 
had largely disappeared from circulation. 
But although the Dunhuang and regional 
economies seem to have been largely run 
on a non-monetary basis (with taxes for 
example paid in kind), there seem to have 
been pretty fixed and well-known rates of 
exchange between, for example, grain and 
silk, which served as media of exchange. 
Xin Wen documents that a hired laborer 
earned three times in grain what he needed 
to consume, while a house and yard (at 
about 27 square meters, it sounds more like 
a shack) sold for two times a hired laborer’s 
salary.

Silk, on the other hand, was — measured 
in grain — immensely valuable: quite small 
amounts could set someone up for life. 
Being an envoy was a position much in de-
mand, so much so that people would borrow 
against expected returns in order to secure 
a commission. The business of diplomacy 
was not however quite “commerce”: gifts 
were sent and (hopefully) more valuable and 
larger gifts received in return; the envoy’s 
compensation came from what was a really 
sort of gratuity from the potentate at the 
destination. Efficiency aside, the volume of 
such transactions seems to have been suf-
ficient to keep goods moving and economies 
functioning.

The Silk Road is common shorthand 
for communications, commercial and oth-
erwise, between the empires at either end, a 
configuration that several authors (notably 
Peter Frankopan) have taken increasing 
exception to in the last decade. “The King’s 
Road: Diplomacy and the Remaking of the 
Silk Road,” by focusing on the dynamics 
of an intermediate slice in the which the 
empire at the eastern terminus is just one 
player of several and the empires at the 
western end don’t appear at all, reinforces 
the impression of the Silk Road as a process 
of inter-connected parts.

It is probably for specialists to discuss 
how much conventional wisdom Xin Wen 
has overturned or even what conventional 
wisdom in fact was. But his granular study 
of the documents is fascinating for its own 
sake. What emerges, first and foremost, is 
a group of individuals from all walks of life 
from farmers to monks and ministers, many 
communicating in their own voices. Most of 
these are just glimpses, but far more than 
just names: the documents include details on 
how they lived, the loans they took out, what 
they ate, the languages they spoke and those 
they wrote in, how they self-identified, what 
was important to them, the many trials and 
successes in their lives. Even if historians 
do not find this level of detail useful, writers 
of historical fiction surely will. ♦

https://asianreviewofbooks.com/content/archived-article/?articleID=2383
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Transportation is the heart of local Asian American 
community: the Blue Line 
By Ange Hwang, Asian Media Access | March 2023

Preface: Asian Media Access has been 
involved in Blue Line Planning since the 
early 2010s, from its conception, community 
health assessment, construction (from air-
port to Target Field Station), old extension 
route selection, and proposed new extension 
route, until today’s engineering design and 
station development for its extension. The 
more we are involved, the more we see the 
presence of sincere efforts to position equity 
in all levels of planning, along with how 
hard it is to carry out in reality, how valu-
able it is for all of us to move toward true 
equity, and how we can put public trans-
portation in the heart of Asian American 
communities.  

The METRO Blue Line Extension light 
rail transit project will extend the existing 
Blue Line northwest from Target Field 
Station to Brooklyn Park, connecting com-
munities along the way. This is an effort 20 
years in the making, a major infrastructure 
change with limited involvement from Asian 
Americans. When it comes to big issues 
that are important to the Asian American 
community, transportation doesn’t always 
spring to mind first. Other matters such as 
civil rights, immigration, education, health 
care and small businesses have historically 
been at the forefront of concern.  

But if we think further, transportation 
plays a huge role in revitalizing, reshaping, 
and defining communities – especially when 
it comes to public transportation. Transpor-
tation is all about improving mobility, con-
necting people and places to each other, and 
making communities accessible. The way in 
which transportation systems are created, 
supported, and operated helps businesses 
succeed and neighborhoods thrive.  

Therefore, Asian Media Access is call-
ing upon all Asian Americans to consider 
further involvement in the Blue Line plan-
ning efforts in the following ways:
STRATEGY #1 – Asian Media Access 
calls for an Asian American Cultural 
Corridor along the Blue Line, envisioning 
more radical changes to the urban landscape. 
Currently, we have moved away from the 
old Chinatown model, often an extension 
of the colonial gaze that permits tourists 
to view Asian cultures as exotic objects on 
exhibition, asserting codes of dominance 
and subjugation and creating uneven power 
relations. Instead, our idea adopts new 
cultural pride and cultural arts to share 
perspectives and write our own narratives 
(like the current local Asia Mall’s success) 
to remove historical trauma, and reimagine 
Asian American economic power.

Potential Actions: Connect with Asian 
Media Access to help us perfect the design 
of an Asian American Cultural Corridor, and 
advocate for resources to support it. Please 
check this interactive GIS map to take you 
to Asian American small businesses along 
the Blue 
STRATEGY #2 – Share your opinions 
about transit in general. The majority of 
Asian Americans may not live close to the 
Blue Line, but large and long-term infra-
structure developments often develop be-
yond issues of access into issues of justice. 
Therefore, the more Asian Americans get 
involved, the better the policies that will be 
developed. In other words, we can under-
stand how resources are allocated, or how 
English proficiency influences public transit 
use and health, or how English proficiency 
should be addressed during the development 

and implementation of public health and 
transportation policies and interventions.

At an early stage, the route selection 
went through Wirth Parkway. This was an 
inequitable decision made to bypass North 
Minneapolis, to connect more affluent sub-
urban cities from North to South. Luckily, 
in 2021, the route was revised to poten-
tially pass through either West Broadway 
or Lowry, and many residents chose West 
Broadway. After the decision was made for 
the light rail to go through West Broadway, 
there existed a few potential links between 
West Broadway and Target Field — cur-
rently two routes are being evaluated, in-
cluding running the light rail only on West 
Broadway or only on 21st Ave. N.

Potential Actions: Participate in any of 
the upcoming meetings:
A. In-person workshop: Minneapolis–

Target Field Station to West Broadway 
route options
Thur., March 2, 5–7 p.m.
Capri Theater, 2027 West Broadway 
Ave., Minneapolis

B. In-person workshop: Minneapolis–21st 
Avenue vs West Broadway route options
Tues, March 7, 5–7 p.m.
Cub Community Center, 701 West 
Broadway Ave., Minneapolis

C. Open house #1
Mon, March 20, 5–7 p.m.
Capri Theater, 2027 West Broadway 
Ave., Minneapolis

D. Open house #2
Mon, April 17, 5–7 p.m. &
Wed., May 17, 5-6 p.m.
Sanctuary Covenant Church 2018 Al-
drich Ave. N., Minneapolis 

E. Virtual options: March 29, 1-2 p.m.
Learn about and discuss project oppor-

tunities, impacts, and solutions to meet the 
needs of businesses and residents along the 
route options being evaluated in Minneapo-
lis. Project staff will be on hand to share the 
latest design and environmental updates and 
answer questions. Come and go at any time. 
There is no formal presentation.

Meeting materials, ways to share feed-
back and latest newsletter are available at 
www.BlueLineExt.org. 
STRATEGY #3 – Provide more specific 
suggestions toward engineering design. 
Residential density, land use mix, connec-
tivity, the provision of sidewalks, and urban 
form are all shown to be associated with 
the use of public transportation. The plan-
ning process can involve a broad range of 
contextual factors, not only factors, not only 
factors of objective environmental quality 
(e.g., air pollution, noise, heat, and traffic 
hazards) but also subjective quality (e.g., 

satisfaction and perception and response to 
their environment).

However, given the heterogeneity of 
Asian American populations and the impor-
tance of other factors such as age, education, 
and socioeconomic status on individual’s 
travel behavior and residential self-selec-
tion, future explorations may be taken into 
consideration within-group variation in the 
Asian American population. For example, 
because younger, middle-aged, and older 
adults represent distinct cohorts with differ-
ent lifestyles and levels of physical ability, 
the effect of built environment on active 
travel and health status may vary. For more 
members with diverse ages to get involved 
would be so useful to Blue Line route de-
velopment and station design, so that it can 
effectively address the specific needs of 
different Asian American age groups.

Potential Actions: Currently, the En-
vironmental Review Process is underway. 
County crews are performing field work to 
study and understand the potential social, 
economic, and environmental impacts and 
benefits that may occur because of the de-
sign, construction, and operation of the Blue 
Line Extension route options. This work is 
planned to continue into 2023. You may 
provide comments on: 
• Phase I environmental site assessment: 
currently underway
• Wetland delineations: to be completed 
October 2023 
• Noise and vibration monitoring: winter 
2023 
STRATEGY #4 – Join the decision-
making body to further advance equity at 
a higher level. For example, the Blue Line 
Extension anti-displacement workgroup is 
meant to help prevent displacement and 
maximize community benefits along the 
corridor. It includes representatives living in 
the community and from nonprofits, small 
businesses, and government.

During the third workshop, which fo-
cused on business and cultural displacement, 
the group discussed the following topics:  
• Cultural displacement and placemaking 
• Policies to support businesses 
• Structure for recommendations 

Potential Actions: The final workshop 
will occur in March 2023 (China Insight will 
provide date as soon as it is known) and fo-
cus on anti-displacement recommendations. 
Learn more about this work and view a full 
meeting recap and materials on myBlue 
Lineext.org/anti-displacement. 

I urge everyone to consider different 
strategies and potential actions, and join 
Asian Media Access to write our own nar-
rative of the Blue Line Story. ♦ 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/802905182bf641f5af83b2136a3f80df/page/BLE-Map/?views=Map-layers
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/802905182bf641f5af83b2136a3f80df/page/BLE-Map/?views=Map-layers
http://www.bluelineext.org/
https://www.chinainsight.info/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMDcuNjQ4MzIxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL215Ymx1ZWxpbmVleHQub3JnL2FudGktZGlzcGxhY2VtZW50In0.gE5a3jfpQ1V7Cjpo1tay3Yi5bcXE_OfMhSoBoXprSUI%2Fs%2F597263690%2Fbr%2F145415806680-l&data=05%7C01%7CTrevor.Roy%40Metrotransit.org%7C6098b42d2174453548ac08daea8baf7d%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C638080183373726792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YXFI8Kq8Ht25XGTTQ7pbb6w6%2F7thakHxxrgJoN2H1WM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMDcuNjQ4MzIxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL215Ymx1ZWxpbmVleHQub3JnL2FudGktZGlzcGxhY2VtZW50In0.gE5a3jfpQ1V7Cjpo1tay3Yi5bcXE_OfMhSoBoXprSUI%2Fs%2F597263690%2Fbr%2F145415806680-l&data=05%7C01%7CTrevor.Roy%40Metrotransit.org%7C6098b42d2174453548ac08daea8baf7d%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C638080183373726792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YXFI8Kq8Ht25XGTTQ7pbb6w6%2F7thakHxxrgJoN2H1WM%3D&reserved=0

