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• Minnesota exports, including 
agricultural, mining and manufactured 
products, were valued at $5.2 billion in 
the second quarter of 2015, representing 
a decline of 3.8 percent since the second 
quarter of 2014. Nationally, exports fell 
5.6 percent over the same period.

• On the bright side, state exports 
grew to six of the state’s top 10 country 
markets (and by 18 percent or more to 
three of these markets) and to seven of 
the state’s top 10 product groups.

• Minnesota manufactured exports 
fell about 1 percent to $4.9 billion in 
the second quarter of 2014, compared 
to a decline of 4.6 percent for U.S. 
manufactured exports.

• Minnesota’s exports North 
America dropped sharply by 14 
percent to $1.7 billion due to weakness 
in demand in Canada (down 21 percent 
to $1.1 billion). Exports to Mexico 
increased 5 percent during this period.

• Exports fell by less than 1 percent 
to Asia. Strong growth of 18 percent to 
Korea and Taiwan offset large declines 
in India (down 46 percent), Singapore 
(down 14 percent) and the Philippines 

(down 11 percent).
• Minnesota exports to Europe 

overall increased 5 percent to $1.2 
billion. The Ukraine (up 1,543 percent 
to $46 million; boosted by $45 million 
in purchases of overhead cranes), 
Germany (up 24 percent to $222 
million), the Netherlands (up 18 
percent to $106 million), Austria (up 
61 percent to $24 million) and Spain 
(up 60 percent to $24 million) led in 
export growth rates during this period.

• Minnesota sales also performed 

well in the Australia-Pacific region 
(up 11 percent to $173 million) – with 
strong gains primarily to New Zealand 
(up 37 percent); and in the Middle East 
(up 23 percent to $106 million) – with 
strong gains primarily to Saudi Arabia 
(up 62 percent). These gains helped 
mitigate decreased sales to Africa 
(down 36 percent to $33 million).

• In contrast, U.S. exports increased 
1 percent to Asia but decreased to all 
other major regions.
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By Wendy Tai, member, “Dream” Committee

More than five years ago, the 
beloved founder of the Chinese Heritage 
Foundation, Ming Tchou, shared her 
vision for a modern day English opera 

of the Chinese classic tale, “Dream of 
the Red Chamber.“

Her dream is becoming a reality. 
A year from now, the San Francisco 

Opera will be performing the world 
premiere of “Dream of the Red 
Chamber,” composed and written by 
Bright Sheng and David Henry Hwang.  
Thanks to the generous support of 
many, the foundation is close to meeting 
its fundraising goal of $300,000, which 
underwrites the commissioning fees 
and other expenses.  

“We’re deeply grateful that so many 
people share our excitement for this 
project,” said Pearl Bergad, executive 
director of the Foundation. “This 
opera has aroused great interest here 
and abroad, and it will provide many 

memorable opportunities for people 
to enjoy the story as the worldwide 
readership has for generations.” 

The  foundat ion’s  “Dream” 
Committee is calling on community 
members to help support the opera 
project in its final push to get past its 
fundraising goal.

Donors of $100 or more will be 
invited to a private luncheon in early 
November for a preview of the opera 
with singers for the two lead characters 
performing excerpts. A separate private 
dinner reception will be held for those 
who donate $1,000 or more to meet 
Sheng and Hwang, both of whom are 
eager to share their creation with local 
supporters. 

continued on page 4

Chinese Heritage Foundation nears 
fundraising goal for “Dream of the 
Red Chamber Opera”
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Figure 1. Exports of Goods Grow for 12 States

Second Quarter State Exports Fall 4 Percent to $5.2 Billion

Gains in Europe, the Middle 
East and Australia Help 
Offset Decline in Canada

Ming Tchou, CHF founder
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As we enter the fall season, this is 
traditionally a time to prepare for winter 
and enjoy the annual ritual of watching the 
emergence of fall colors as nature does its 
thing.  Mainstream media have extensively 
covered visits by distinguished international 
leaders including Pope Francis, President Xi 
Jinping and President Vladimir Putin to the 
U.S.  However, we are including a few arti-
cles about China’s recent policy statements 
that we feel you might find interesting.

Oct. 31, Halloween, will celebrated.  As 
most of you know, it is primarily a holiday 
for children, but is not quite as popular 
in China.  China has its own version of 
“Halloween,” known as the Ghost Festival, 
celebrated on the 14th night of the seventh 
lunar month (July).  It is a time for Chinese 
families to remember their loved ones who 
have passed away over the years, and to 
welcome their spirits back to earth among 
the living.

Also, this month the local Chinese 

community also will be observing the 70th 
anniversary of the end of World War II in a 
number of events held throughout the Twin 
Cities.  On Oct. 24, Voice of Peace, spon-
sored by more than 30 Chinese American 
organizations, will be observed with a grand 
music and dance performance along with 
other activities.  (Additional details on p.16, 
www.caam.org.)  Another event organized 
by a group of Taiwan organizations will be 
held on Oct. 17.  (See announcement on p. 
12, or email bdsu2@mmm.com.)  

Also, as noted on the front page, The 
Chinese Heritage Foundation is nearing its 
fundraising goal to commission the “Dream 
of the Red Chamber” opera in English.  If 
you would like to be part of this great cultur-
al project, visit www.chineseheritagefoun-
dation.org and make a donation so you will 
be included in the upcoming ‘invitations 
only” events.  Previous articles about the 
“Dream of the Red Chamber” opera can be 
viewed at www.chinainsight.info, Home 

tab, search Past Issues (Nov. 2014, p. 1; 
May 2015, p. 4; July 2015 and Sept. 2015).

As always, thank you for your contin-
ued support of China Insight.  Please feel 
free to let us know if there are other issues 
for us to include that will better serve the 
community.  Finally, I urge you to take a 
few short minutes to complete and submit 
the "survey" below to let us know what you 
find interesting in the publication or your 
recommendation of other topics.  You’ll 
receive a free one year subscription to China 
Insight if you are one of the first 10 to do so. 

Sincerely,                                                                                   

Gregory J. Hugh                                                                                                                     
China Insight, Inc.                                                                                                               
Publisher-CEO
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Job and pay satisfaction for 
Chinese graduates 

A recent report by a Beijing company 
that helps students go overseas to study 
reported on the returning grads’ pay 
prospects – not too rosy.  Statistics are 
based on students who left for study 
abroad or returned to China in 2013 and 
2014.  Find out how many years they’ll 
have to slave away to pay for their tuition.

459,800 students left China to study 
overseas  in 2014, representing an 11.09 
percent increase over 2013.  Of that 
number, 423,000 paid for their tuition 
out-of-pocket.

364,800 graduates returned to China 
in 2014, 11,300 more than in 2013.

17 percent of the Chinese overseas 
students came to the U.S.  Others went 
to: Australia (10 percent), Britain (21 
percent), Canada (3 percent), France (8 
percent), Germany (4 percent), Japan (7 
percent), Russia (3 percent), Singapore (5 
percent), South Korea (8 percent).  The 
remaining went to “other” countries.

30.38 percent of the returning graduates 
wanted to work at foreign companies 
while 26.28 wanted to work for joint 
ventures.  Only 9.31 percent wanted to 
work for state-owned enterprises.

83,000 yuan (US$13,015) was 
what overseas graduates made the first 
year after their return.  Subsequent 
raises were quite impressive: 130,000 
yuan (US$20,385) for year two and 
327,000yuan (US$51,276)  for year three.  

38 percent of the overseas graduates 
found their pay levels far below their 
expectations while only 1 percent each 
felt their pay was slightly better and much 
better than their expectations.  Twenty-
one percent made what they expected.

49 percent of the returning graduates 
will need to work five or more working 
years to pay off their tuition!  Eleven 
percent will need four or more years, 18 
percent will take three years, 11 percent 
will take two years and 11 percent will 
need only one year.  Lucky few!

An anti-social restaurant
Want sushi but don’t want to have to 

deal with a waiter?  There’s a joint for 
you in Hong Kong!  It’s an “automated 
sushi store” where you put in your order 
directly to the kitchen via a tablet.  Your 
food will be delivered by a mini train on 
a conveyer belt that looks like Japan’s 
bullet trains.  To pay after you’re done 
eating, you can use one of two mobile 
payment systems.  Nary a word spoken!
Fake rice

Melamine milk powder.  Plastic rice.  
And now, paper rice!  

A woman in Guangdong who bought 
rice from a street vendor in early Sep-
tember  who told her the rice was locally 
grown with no pesticide.  After cooking 
it, she discovered some of the “rice” was 
made of rolled paper!  
Fake Apple stores 

Not only do you have to look out for 
fake Apple gadgets in China, now you 
have to be careful of fake Apple stores!  
In Shenzhen, these “Apple” stores spot 
the look of genuine authorized Apple 
dealers, down to staff  in the signature 
blue T-shirts with the white logo.  The 
upside?  They do sell real Apple stuff!  
They buy from authorized dealers and 
resell them at almost double the official 
price to deep-pocketed Chinese who do 
not want to wait weeks to get their new 
status symbols!
Fake Canadian citizens

A Vancouver court sentenced a Chi-
nese unlicensed “immigration consultant” 
for providing fake visas to his Chinese 
clients.  Using the fake visas, these clients 
went on to claim permanent residency 
and citizenship.  It is estimated more than 
1,000 individuals’ Canadian residency 
status is now in question.  Think this is 
bad enough?  The guy also cheated the 
Canadian government out of “several 
thousand dollars” in low-income tax ben-
efits AND he failed to report more than $2 
mil in taxable income from 2007-2012.
Odd numbers

Three robbers took three safes from 
a Hong Kong mahjong parlour at around 
3:30 a.m. on Sept. 21.  Police said crime 
rate had dropped by 33 percent in the first 
six months of 2015 compared to the same 
period  last year.
New meaning for “tea pot”

A 29-year-old Hong Kong resident 
was caught with 5.6 oz. of cannabis buds 
packaged in 11 tea bags.  When Cus-
toms Drug Investigation Bureau officer 
searched his residence, they uncovered 
an additional 4.8 pounds of marijuana 
and packaging paraphernalia.  Hong Kong 
street value of the drugs is estimated at 
close to US$52,000.

China 
Briefs
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By the numbers
The west lags behind 
in mobile innovation

There are approximately 1.25 billion 
mobile users registered in China as of 
February 2015.  Of these users, two-thirds 
use a smartphone.  However, in the Asia 
Pacific region, only approximately 30 
percent of the people have access to mobile.

At the September Mobile World 
Congress in Shanghai, it was obvious that 
China is driving growth and development.  
Deployment of 4G and adoption of LTE 
technologies in China are faster than Europe 
and the U.S.  Ninety percent of the mobile 
handsets are produced in Asia.  In China, the 
number of mobile phone subscribers reached 
more than 1.25 billion users in April 2014, 
with close to 70 percent using their mobile 
devices to access the Internet.  Government 
statistics show that in 2013, 892 billion SMS 
messages were sent, meaning each Chinese 

sent almost 700 messages in a year.  But 
more impressive is WhatsApp, the social 
messaging app, has 430 million active users 
who send 500 billion messages a month.  

As of the second quarter in 2013, Apple 
had a market share of around 3.9 percent in 
China.  The leading cell phone provider was 
Samsung followed by Lenovo. ♦

Chinese woman files 
gender discrimination 
suit against China Post

A 24-year-old woman sued the 
country’s largest postal agency for gender 
discrimination in hiring.  She was found 
“suitable” for the job during a trial and 
interview, but eventually was turned down 
because of her gender.  

Her case has generated much buzz on 
social media.  More than 200 activists signed 
a petition that argued current regulations, on 
the pretext of protecting women, are actually 
a form of indirect discrimination that not only 
reduced their job opportunities but also their 
chances of participation in the workforce.  It 
also suggested that laws prohibiting women 
from performing physically demanding jobs 
should be abolished and should be amended 
to empower women to make informed 
choices for themselves instead. ♦

Hong Kong hotels drop 
rates for Golden Week 

The slowing economy of the mainland 
is reflected in smaller tour groups.  Some 
hotels have reduced rates by 40 percent 
in a move to lure mainland visitors 
to stay over China’s biannual Golden 
Week, which coincides with the Oct. 1 
National Day.  

In past years, many hotels, hostels 
and other types of lodging are close to 
fully booked for the holiday, but not this 
year.  Bookings are only at 50-60 percent.  
Some three-star hotels are even offering 
free breakfasts and prepaid SIM cards for 
guests’ mobile phones. ♦
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The 70th anniversary of the victory of 
the Allies over Japan in the Second World 
War is now upon us.  This War created tens 
of millions of victims, perhaps even as 
many as a couple of hundreds of millions, 
in Asia.  I was one of the victims of the 
War, but a relatively lucky one.  My parents 
lived in Hong Kong before the Japanese 
surprise attack on Pearl Harbour.  They 
were fortunate enough to escape from Hong 
Kong after the Japanese Army invaded and 
occupied Hong Kong in 1941, to move 
back to Guilin, in the Province of Guangxi.  
Towards the end of 1944, in one of its last 
offensives, the Japanese Army made a big 
push for Guilin.  My family became war 
refugees once again and tried to flee to 
Chongqing, the war-time capital of China, 
on land.  My mother was pregnant with me 
then.  We had to travel through the Province 
of Guizhou first.  We made a transit stop 
at Zunyi, a regional administrative centre 
of Guizhou, when my mother could not 
go on any more.  However, there was “no 
room at the inn”, so I was born right in the 
Office of the Regional Administrator of 
Zunyi.  I was very lucky indeed to have 
survived (I turned seventy last December).  
That was why my Chinese name is Zunyi.  
In the mid-1950s, information came out 
that years earlier, in 1935, Chairman MAO 
Zedong consolidated his leadership of the 
Chinese Communist Party at the critical 
Zunyi Conference.  Zunyi has since become, 
like Yenan, a mandatory stop on every red 
tourism itinerary.  But at the time I was born, 
very, very few people knew about the Zunyi 
Conference.

It is at times like this that discussions 
of whether apologies of the Japanese 
Government for the hardships, miseries and 
sufferings caused by the Japanese Army and 
the atrocities committed by it, especially 
to civilians, during the Second World War 
have been sufficiently contrite, sufficiently 
sincere, and sufficiently from the heart will 
emerge.  Almost every Japanese Prime 
Minister since 1945 has apologized in some 
fashion or another.  But these apologies seem 
to have never been deemed sufficient.  Why?  
To be fair, the Japanese people also suffered 

greatly during the Second World War.  Japan 
was the only nation that suffered the massive 
devastation of atomic bombs – not one, but 
two – and most unfortunately almost all 
of those who perished in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki were civilians.  But just because 
everyone suffered from the War does not 
and should not eliminate the culpability and 
responsibility of those who started the War 
and committed, or allowed to be committed, 
the atrocities.

However, I believe the time has come to 
call a halt to demands for further apologies 
from Japan.  It is not apologies that the 
World needs, even if they are fully contrite, 
sincere, voluntary and heartfelt.  After all, 
it makes no sense for someone to apologize 
on behalf of his or her grandparents, for 
what was done more than seventy years 
ago.  Likewise, it also makes very little 
sense for someone to accept the apologies 
on behalf of his or her grandparents, who are 
long gone.  Such apologies would not make 
any difference.  What the World needs is a 
truthful account of what happened, a true 
history that has not been whitewashed, so 
that hopefully it would help to prevent a 
repetition of the history in the future.

In Germany, after the Second World 
War, the war-time atrocities committed 
by the Nazi Government against the 
Jewish people and others were readily 
acknowledged by the (West) German 
Government.  Those responsible were 
prosecuted, tried, convicted and punished.  
The victims were compensated to the extent 
possible.  There has been no attempt by the 
German Government to cover up the true 
history.  In fact, in some European countries 
today, it is even a criminal offense to deny 
that the holocaust took place.  No one, as 
far as I know, has called on the German 
Government to apologize, certainly not 
for the last fifty or sixty years.  Why?  It is 
because Germany has dealt with its history 
forthrightly, truthfully and responsibly.  
Why is there such a difference between 
the behavior of the German and Japanese 
Governments?  One difference is that 
Germany (West Germany to be exact) 
cleaned its political house after 1945.  

Chancellor Konrad Adenauer basically made 
sure that no former Nazi would become a 
part of the German Government.  In contrast, 
Japan did not clean its political house, and 
many war criminals and suspected war 
criminals came back to serve in the post-War 
Japanese Government.  The fault, however, 
does not lie entirely with Japan.  The U.S., 
as the occupying power of both post-War 
(West) Germany and Japan, must bear a 
significant share of the responsibility.  Had 
Japan clearly and forthrightly acknowledged 
its responsibilities for the war-time atrocities 
committed by its Army and accepted the 
records as part of the historical accounts, as 
Germany did at the time, there would have 
been far fewer calls for more apologies, 
if any, today.  The U.S., intentionally or 
unintentionally, missed an opportunity to 
help make things right.

However, this is water under the bridge.  
How should we move forward?  China, 
Japan, Korea and other East Asian nations 
can move forward together by trying to 
find and document the whole truth.  They 
should gather together all the records that 
still exist, from all sources–private, public 
and governmental, including information 
held by the intelligence agencies–on that 
period.   (More than seventy years later, 
nothing needs to be held in secret any more.)  
For example, on the question of whether 
the Nanking (current name is Nanjing) 
Massacre actually take place, in addition 
to the news reports, photographs, survivor 
diaries and reports, it is worth looking into 
the daily records and reports to the Tokyo 
headquarters by the commander and senior 
officers of the Japanese Army in Nanjing.  
Was there any mention of this event in the 
Japanese Emperor’s diaries?  What did the 
representatives of the Japanese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Nanjing report?  What 
did the other diplomatic missions in Nanjing 
report to their respective governments?

For another example, on the question 
of whether the Japanese Army perform 
experiments on human beings in its research 
on germ and chemical warfare in Northeast 
China, one can look at the reports filed by 
the Japanese researchers involved to their 

superiors and to the Tokyo headquarters 
in addition to survivor accounts.  For 
still another example, on the question of 
whether the “comfort women” volunteered, 
as claimed by some Japanese, or were 
forced into sexual slavery, no time should 
be wasted to interview the survivors, who 
must be already in their nineties, and their 
families, but also former Japanese soldiers, 
the recruiters of the “comfort women” for 
the Japanese Army, and the former members 
of the medical corps of the Japanese Army.  
The Japanese Army is well known for 
keeping good and complete records  These 
records would shed light on what happened, 
if they have not been destroyed already.

The objective of this exercise is not to 
assign blame, not to seek compensation 
and not to punish anyone.  The objective 
is to simply discover the whole truth, and 
to record it in the history books of all 
the countries in the World, so that these 
atrocities will never happen again.

While a civilized nation may or may not 
be able to completely prevent its army from 
committing atrocities (The Mylai massacre 
in Vietnam and the Abu Ghraib prison in 
Iraq would come to mind), it would not 
shirk from the responsibility of confronting 
the facts no matter how painful, prosecuting 
those criminally responsible, and trying to 
right the wrongs, as the United States did 
in both of the cases mentioned here.  The 
U.S. is held in greater honor and respect 
in the World because it acknowledged its 
shortcomings instead of covering them up.  
I firmly believe that Japan can live up to the 
responsibilities of a civilized nation.  The 
World, including Japan itself, does not need 
more apologies from Japan, just more truth.♦

Enough Apologies, More Truth
By Lawrence Lau, China-U.S. Focus, Sept.  4

Lawrence Lau is the Ralph and Claire 
Landau Professor of Economics Professor 
of Economics at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, and Kwoh-Ting Li Professor 
in Economic Development, Emeritus, 
Stanford University. 

Saint Paul Mayor Chris Coleman 
announced Sept. 25 his plans to lead a 
delegation of Saint Paul representatives 
to the city’s Japanese and Chinese 
sister cities – Nagasaki and Changsha, 
respectively.  This year marks the 60th 
anniversary of Saint Paul’s sister city 
relationship with Nagasaki.  The two 
cities’ relationship was the first of its 
kind between an Asian and American 
city, and continues to be an important 
cultural exchange.  The trip begins Oct. 
5 and ends Oct. 12.

“Learning from and connecting with 
other cultures is deeply rooted in Saint 
Paul’s history,” said Mayor Coleman.  

“This trip honors and builds on the 
relationships we have formed with our 
sister cities.”

The delegation also will visit Saint 
Paul’s Chinese sister city, Changsha.  
The five-day trip includes a visit to the 
Shaping Hunan Embroidery Square 
and Museum, a tour of Yanghu Wetland 
Park, as well as meetings with a variety 
of city officials. 

Costs for this trip are being paid 
for by Visit Saint Paul, the Ecolab 
Foundation, the John and Ruth Huss 
Foundation, and others – and were 
approved by the Saint Paul City Council 
on Sept. 23, 2015. ♦ 

Mayor Coleman to 
lead delegation on 
visit to Japanese, 
Chinese sister cities

News

The foundation held two fundraising 
luncheons over the summer to preview 
the storyline and characters of the opera, 
a tale of love and intrigue that has been 
a must-read for students across Chinese 
speaking regions.  It has been the subject 

of movies, TV series and various Chinese 
operas through decades, but this will be the 
first contemporary rendition performed in 
English.  

The commissioning of this opera has 
spurred interest in the “Dream of the Red 
Chamber.”  Opera America will preview 
excerpts in January 2016.  The University of 
Minnesota Department of Asian Languages 
will offer a graduate-level course on 
“Dream” in January, with a free online 
course in June. The U’s Confucius Institute 
also is creating lesson plans on “Dream” for 
school-age children in 2016.  

The committee expects continuing 
interest as the opera debuts in S.F., with 
“Dream of the Red Chamber” to live on for 
many in the coming years.  

Those interested in supporting the 
Dream Project can contact the foundation 
at chff@chineseheritagefoundation.org.♦ 

“Dream of the Red 
Chamber Opera”
continued from page 1

Community

Co-librettists Birght Sheng, left, and 
David Hwang
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“READ THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR!”
An exhortation in your local church 

basement cafeteria?  Nope.  It’s a hand-
scrawled message on a calendar on the 
wall of a market in Guangzhou, China.  
Not just any market, but the Canaan 
Export Trading Center, also known as the 
“Mecca” of shopping for African traders.

Established in 2003, the name of the 
wholesale market has been compared with 
the biblical Canaan - the “Land Of Hope.”  
The Canaan opens onto Guangyuan West 
Road — an eight-lane thoroughfare at ground 
level with four more lanes on concrete spans 
aboveground that block the rain and the sun 
from reaching beneath.  Every square foot 
of Guangyuan West’s sidewalk is taken 
over by commerce: sharpening stones for 
cleavers, sewing machines, mobile-phone 
cards for Africa, passport photo booths, 
T-shirts and jeans, and more unsavory 
activities such as sex-by-the-hour and 
drugs.  But the real “action” takes place 
inside the Canaan Export Trading Center.
Canaan Export Trading Center

 What started out for the early African 
traders as the destination for their “get 
rich” business dream, the Canaan has 
evolved into a $180-million-per-year 
business community with traders buying 
cheap China-made products and sending 
them back to Africa to sell for a profit.  The 
market has undoubtedly injected life into 
southern China’s largest city.  It even made 
it into a “15 places to visit in China besides 
the Great Wall” list by CNN in 2010!

Most of the shop owners in Canaan are 
Chinese, while 99 percent of the buyers are 
Africans, the majority are from Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Ghana, Mali, Senegal, South 
Africa and Uganda, etc. who speak Chinese, 
English, French, Igbo and a host of other 
African dialects.  Their activities mainly 
start around noon and they drift in and 
out, sharing computers and calculators, 
and haggle over factory overruns and/or 
factory rejects of luxury brand goods or, 
heaven forbid, fake Lacostes and Pradas. 

Traders have their pick of some of the 
world’s top brands – Dolce & Gabbana 
jeans, Addidas sneakers, Gucci heels, 
Louis Vuitton bags, Armani wallets – 
all at a fraction of what the average 
consumer can hope to find even at rare sales.

The first wave of traders tends to buy 
and sell in small batches of low-margin 
products like clothes and plastic household 
goods.  As they become more successful, 
some have begun manufacturing and 
shipping products from heavy machinery 
to toothpicks back to African importing 
companies.  The traders who pick up the 
Chinese language quickly tend to succeed 
and move up the supply chain by avoiding 
the use of the middlemen.  They directly 
locate Chinese manufacturers for companies 
back home and eventually, they branch 
into partnering with Chinese businesses.

On the flip side, the majority still live 
a typical “luggage bag” life.  That is, 
they carry tens of thousands of yuan to 
Guangzhou to purchase goods, stuffing 
them all into the few large luggage bags 
and then fly home to Africa with them.  
“Chocolate City”  

The traders tend to live close to their 
trading hub.  The 12 square kilometers 
surrounding the Canaan are the Baiyun 
and Yinxiu districts, better known as 
Africatown, Little Africa or, more politically 
incorrect, Chocolate City, as the media and 
locals labeled it.  

How did they end up in that area 
o f  t h i s  s o u t h e r n  C h i n e s e  c i t y ?  

Guangzhou (廣州), long known as the 
“world’s factory”, has a relatively well-
developed light industry base.  Located 
near the mouth of the Pearl River Delta, 
it has been an important trading port.  
Since the 1950s, it has played host to the 
world-renowned biannual Chinese Export 
Commodities Fair, renamed the China Import 
and Export Commodity Fair since 2007.  

The African immigrants started to 
congregate along Baohan Zhijie (Baohan 
Straight Street), an alley street in the Yuexiu 
District, as it was originally inhabited by 
Chinese Muslims from places such as 
Ningxia and Xinjiang.  There’s a Muslim 
mosque nearby and Muslim restaurants 
serving halal food is readily available.

Even though there is no distinguishing 
traditional African architecture to identify 
the neighborhood as “Little Africa,” stick 
around in the afternoon and you’ll see 
evidence of why it’s so named.  The street 
comes alive at around 4 p.m. when the 
African residents start to fill the street.  They 
stay out until around 3 a.m.  Residents start 
to fill the street late in the day to avoid police 
daily patrols checking on visa and passport 
status, with stringent penalties for offenders.

The African community conducts its 
business on the side streets and alleyways, 
and lives in tight-knit enclaves.  It’s where 
traders give newcomers a helping hand, 
or talk to visitors about their Guangzhou 
existence and experience, build a network 
of groups to support each other’s ambitions.

Many first-time newcomers will live 

with several or even a dozen people in a 
room, beginning their “gold rush” here.  
Most traders are single men in their 20s 
although some older, better-educated ones 
do come with their families.  Most end up 
renting rooms for approximately $200 a 
month, which does not include utilities.  
Average size of the rooms?  Approximately 
130 square feet, with a single bed, a set of 
drawers and a sofa. They will have access 
to a shared bathroom.  The Tianxiu Building 
on Xiaobei Road is home to hundreds, if 
not thousands, of Africans.  Apartments 
on the upper floors and a shopping mall 
below selling everything from mobile 
phones to hair extensions to tailoring.

By and large, aside from the few who 
have taken Chinese wives, the Africans 
live separated lives from their local Chinese 
neighbors.  They frequent African bars for 
drinking and eating.  They visit African 
salons for hair care. They attend select 
mosques for worship.  It is said that the lives 
of many Africans never extend beyond 20 
kilometer of Chocolate City.  Most cannot 
name one tourist site in Guanggzhou.  
They socialize with and depend on their 
fellow Africans.  So it’s no surprise they 
also organize themselves by country, each 
having their own associations and leaders 
with titles of “chairman” or “leader.”

And every Sunday afternoon, the 
Africans attend mass at Guangzhou’s largest 
Catholic church.  Afterwards, they retire to 
a neighboring gathering hall, and sing and 
dance to the rhythm of guitars and African 
drums until dark!  One African businessman 
was quoted as saying: “My family has asked 
me what I have seen in China, and I say I 
have only seen jeans and black people.”

Integration between Africans and 
Chinese have not been smooth or.  The 
Dengfeng Community Center, established 
in 2012, was created with the hope of 
easing the transition of Africans into 
mainstream Chinese society.  Each week, 
about 100 Africans visit the center to 
learn Chinese, play soccer or get free 
medical checkups.  However, many still 
regard the center with suspicion because 
it is a government entity.  Reality is, the 
Africans are not in Guangzhou to learn 
the culture, they are there to make money.
How big is the African
population in China?  

First documentation of dark-skinned 
people coming to the Middle Kingdom 
was in the eighth century.  However, the 
more recent waves of Africans arrived in 
China as students on special student visas 
in the latter 1960s.  Then, when China 
opened up to the world in 1979 and as the 

Chinese economy grew and exploded in 
the past two decades, so did the growth 
of the coastal cities.  With that came an 
influx of foreigners, of which a large 
contingent is from Africa.  Meanwhile, 
China also had become Africa’s largest 
bilateral investor and trading partner, 
spurring even more African visitors.   

Therefore, the “how many” question 
comes up often.  The sad truth is: nobody 
really knows!  Why?  First, it’s next to 
impossible to get the Chinese government 
to share this information.  Second, the 
bureaucratic complexities involved in the 
ways the Chinese government count the 
entry and exit of foreigners, through the 
multiple types of visas and the multiple 
government bodies involved, even the 
Chinese government itself, I dare say, fails 
to have an accurate figure on the number 
of Africans currently living in Guangzhou.  
Third, the many statuses of the Africans: 
those who have been in Guangzhou for 
more than a decade; those who continuously 
move between Africa and China, staying 
in hotels four to six weeks at a time; the 
first-time newcomers; and those who t 
overstay their visas – the most impossible 
group to count.  And, finally, the Africans 
who enter China with Western passports.  
(According to China Daily, more than a 
thousand of African travelers arrive in 
Guangzhou’s Baiyun Airport each day.)

That said, the African population figure 
varies widely, depending on how you count 
them and whom you ask.  The unofficial 
figure bandied about was 20,000.  Then, 
the government released its “official” figure 
during the 2014 Ebola outbreak: 16,000, 
4,000 of whom are considered “long-term” 
residents.  However, some think there may 
be a couple of millions of Africans living in 
China, mostly concentrated  in Guangzhou 
and its neighboring city of  Foshan.  Other 
cities with large African populations are 
Beijing, Shanghai and Wuxi.  Most are 
traders, but many were students who came 
to study Chinese or business and stayed 
on.  The smallest group is the diplomats.

S i n c e  t h e  e c o n o m y  s t a r t e d 
slowing down, the increase in African 
immigrants is also slowing down.♦

“Chocolate City” – Africa in China, Part I
By Elaine Dunn

Night l i fe  in  Chocola te  Ci ty  can 
go on until the early morning hours

An African woman walks in the Baohan 
Zhijie commercial district where there 
are two 300-square-meter supermarkets, 
one fish and meat market, and many 
open fruit stalls like this.

Billboard, typos and all, at the Canaan 
Export Trading Center

Part two on race relations between the 
African and Chinese communities will 
be in the November-December China 
Insight.
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Nearly 80 percent of young U.S. 
respondents are interested in Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s state visit to the 
country and about 70 percent applaud 
contributions made by China to world 
peace and stability, according to a survey 
published by China Daily on Sunday.

The survey, conducted by China Daily 
Website and the Public Relations and Public 
Opinion Institute of the Communication 
University of China over the past month, 
covered 2,176 participants aged between 
18 and 28 from China and the U.S., with 
most respondents having a college degree 
or above.

“Young people represent the future and 
their views will be a valuable reference for 
the two countries’ governments to improve 
ties, which is why the survey targeted 
young people,” said Liu Peng, a lecturer and 
operator who handled the project on behalf 
of the Communication University of China.

“We wanted to know what young 
people, including freshmen in universities 
and those just entering the workforce, think 
about in the hope of contributing to both 
governments’ understanding,” added Liu.

About 55 percent of U.S. respondents 
and 49 percent of their Chinese counterparts 
regard Sino-U.S. ties as the most important 
bilateral relations for their country, according 
to the survey.

“This result is not at all surprising as the 
U.S. and China are two dominant players 
on the world stage,” said Harvey Dzodin, 
former director and vice-president of ABC 
Television in New York.

On the future of Sino-U.S. relations, 44.3 
percent of U.S. interviewees predict the ties 
will be positive while only 15.7 percent see 
a negative future.  The number of Chinese 
optimists is more than double the number 
of pessimists.  A total of 51.3 percent of 
Chinese think bilateral ties will hold steady.

According to Hu Angang, director of 
the Center for China Studies and professor 
at Tsinghua University, the positive data 
demonstrates the real perception of the 
younger generations of both countries.  “The 
future of China-U.S. relations is not only 
steered by current leaders but also by future 
generations,” said Hu.

The study revealed that 82.3 percent of 
young respondents in the U.S. appreciate the 

Chinese, saying they have good impression 
of Chinese people and 81.3 percent said 
China will have a bright future.

More than 78 percent of U.S. respondents 
support the mutual benefits generated by 
trade between the two countries, the survey 
said, adding that most have an optimistic 
view of Xi’s visit and future developments 
between the two nations.

The Internet has become an important 
channel for the two countries’ people to 
learn about each other.  About 86 percent 
of Chinese interviewees and 74 percent of 
U.S. respondents said they use online news 
websites to get information of the other 
country.

“The Internet and social media, including 
WeChat, Weibo and Twitter, have become 
the main channels for the young people of 
both countries to understand each other, 
which is why the survey was carried out 
online,” said the survey’s operator Liu Peng.

Traditional media represented by 
newspaper and TV news have played second 
fiddle for the two peoples in accessing 
information about the other country, the 
survey shows.

“Many young Chinese people know the 
U.S. by watching American TV series, but 
American youth in the survey show they 
rarely understand China in this way because 
few Chinese TV programs are exported,” 
Liu said.

A majority of U.S. people doubt the 
truthfulness of U.S. films or TV series that 
show China-related information and mostly 
negative images of China.  Only 4.6 percent 
of U.S. respondents trust China-related 
messages shown in U.S. film or TV series, 
according to the survey.

“This shows that the younger American 
generation is not affected much by negative 
coverage of China from big or small 
screens,” Liu said.

Both U.S. and Chinese participants 
favor the U.S. over China in family income, 
quality of life, social welfare and self-
fulfillment.  Family relationships are the 
only exception where Chinese and U.S. 
interviewees favored the strength of the 
Chinese family model. ♦

Prominent Chinese 
Americans pursue due 
process in economic 
espionage cases 

Young people from U.S. look forward to Xi’s 
state visit: Survey
By Cao Yin and Nie Ligao , China Daily, Sept. 20

Committee of 100 (C-100),  a U.S. 
nonprofit leadership organization of 
prominent Chinese Americans in business, 
government, academia, and the arts, hosted 
a seminar in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 16  
on the denial of due process in economic 
espionage cases involving Chinese 
Americans and the risks in advancing 
technology between the U.S. and China.  
The seminar highlighted a growing number 
of criminal prosecutions that appeared to 
have elements of racial discrimination.  It 
emphasized the need for the Department of 
Justice to enforce its own non-discrimination 
policies rigorously.

This seminar is part of a series of 
programs launched in 2012 by C-100.  
Similar events have been led by C-100 
members who are legal experts in Silicon 
Valley, San Francisco, Seattle, and 
Washington, D.C.  These seminars raised 
awareness and understanding of U.S. laws 
governing economic espionage and trade 
secrets, particularly among Asian American 
professionals, government employees, and 
contractors in the science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics fields.

C-100 member and legal expert Brian 
Sun, who has represented a number of 

high profile clients, including Dr. Wen 
Ho Lee, a Chinese American scientist 
whose case of alleged espionage received 
national attention.   A panel discussion 
followed.  Panelists were C-100 co-founder 
Henry Tang, who played an active role 
in the Wen Ho Lee case; Sherry Chen, 
a federal employee who was suspended 
from her job last year based on economic 
espionage charges that were later dropped; 
Dr. Xiaoxing Xi, a professor at Temple 
University who was charged with sharing 
sensitive technology with China whose 
charges also were dropped by prosecutors 
on Sept. 11, 2015; and Peter Zeidenberg, 
partner at Arent Fox LLP and Ms. Chen and 
Dr. Xi’s attorney.

“Programs such as the Sept. 16 seminar 
are a continuation of C-100’s historic efforts 
to advance the full inclusion of Chinese 
Americans in American society,” says 
C-100 Acting Chairman Herman Li, “and 
complement our efforts to collaborate with 
leaders in Congress, other Asian Pacific 
American organizations, and the U.S. 
government to address these critical issues.”

C-100’s news release said in 1999 and 
2000 it led a coalition to raise national 
awareness of the denial of due process in 
the Wen Ho Lee case of alleged espionage.  
This year, C-100 participated in a press 
conference and issued statements supporting 
a May 22 petition  led by Congressman Ted 
Lieu and 21 of his colleagues to Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch expressing concern 
that racial profiling was involved in charges 
against Sherry Chen and similar cases.  On 
Sept. 4, C-100 led a coalition of seven 
national Asian Pacific American groups to 
call on Attorney General Lynch to examine 
a growing number of criminal prosecutions 

with elements of racial discrimination and 
to work with Asian American groups to 
ensure the U.S. government can defend 
national security interests while upholding 
civil liberties for all Americans.
About the Committee of 100

The Committee of 100 is a U.S. 501(C)
(3) leadership organization of prominent 
Chinese Americans in business, government, 
academia, and the arts.  For over a quarter 
century, the Committee has monitored 

issues affecting Chinese Americans and 
served as a high-level bridge in the U.S.-
China dialogue fostering regular exchanges 
with the leadership of Beijing, Taipei, and 
Washington.  Members of the Committee 
of 100 are leading U.S. citizens of Chinese 
descent who leverage their collective 
influence, resources and experiences to 
address important topics shaping U.S.-China 
relations as well as issues affecting the 
Chinese American community. ♦
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Prelude to the Sino-Japanese War of 1894
Although China and Japan have had 

some kind of contact throughout their 
histories, the Qing court had no official 
communication with Japan until 1871 as a 
result of an 1870 attempt by Japan to seek 
a treaty of trade and friendly relations with 
China.  In September 1871 a peace treaty 
that included commercial trade regulations 
and a tariff table was established.

Unfortunately, relations between Japan 
and China began to sour almost immediately 
after the treaty was signed.  Before the treaty 
was signed, more than 50 Japanese sailors 
from the Ryukyu Islands had been slain by 
aboriginal inhabitants on Taiwan.  Japan 
demanded redress for the deaths of her 
subjects.  She then decided to incorporate 
both the Ryukyu’s and Taiwan within the 
jurisdiction of the Japanese empire.  The 
Qing government replied by claiming 
both Taiwan and the Ryukyu Islands 
as being within Chinese territory.  The 
Chinese also replied saying the savages 
in the mountainous region of Taiwan were 
allowed to live according to their own 
customs without forced interference from 
the Chinese administration of the island.  
Being outside of the sphere of Chinese 
administration, China was not responsible 
for their actions.

Japan responded by sending a punitive 
military expedition to Taiwan.  In turn, China 
responded by sending Shen Baozhen (沈葆
禎), minister superintendent of the Fuzhou 
Shipyard, to proceed with troops to compel 
Japan to withdraw her troops from Taiwan.  
In the end, Sir Thomas Wade, England’s 
minister to China, forged a compromise 
whereby in exchange for Japan’s withdrawal 
from Taiwan, China would pay 100,000 
taels (one yuan is approximately valued at 
.72 tael) compensation for the loss of the 
sailors and 400,000 taels to the Japanese 
troops who had built roads and military 
camps on the island.  While this settlement 
did secure Chinese suzerainty over Taiwan, 
it also silently confirmed an agreement that 
the Ryukyu Islands belonged to Japan.

During this time, Japan had also been 
preparing aggression against Korea.  During 
the negotiations for the settlement of the 
Taiwan and Ryukyu Islands issues, the 
Japanese negotiator also mentioned the 
Korean government’s rudeness towards 
Japan.  During this time Korea had been 
a vassal state of China.  In 1863, Korea 
had a 12-year-old boy, Yi Myeong-bok (
이명복), installed as its new king.  In reality, 
his father, Tai Won-kun (대언둔), was the 
king’s regent who held governmental power.  
Moreover, he was a reactionary isolationist.  
He also headed a pro-Chinese faction within 
Korea that was opposed to a pro-Japanese 
reformist faction headed by Queen Min and 
Kim Ok-kiun (김옥균).

In the beginning of the Japanese 
Meiji Restoration in 1861, the Japanese 
government sent a letter to Tai Won-kun 
wherein the Mikado referred to himself as 
the Emperor of Japan.  Tai Won-kun refused 
to accept this letter and added that he hated 

Japan’s Restoration and Japan’s adoption 
of Western western methods.  Tai Won-kun 
also warned his subjects to have no contacts 
with the Japanese.  Hence, the complaint to 
China’s Tsungli Yamen (總理衙門), China’s 
agency for dealing with foreign relations.

The Tsungli Yamen replied that although 
Korea was a vassal state of China, Korea 
was nonetheless independent in conducting 
her domestic and diplomatic affairs.  Japan 
responded by sending a war vessel to 
survey the harbors in Korea and China’s 
Liaotong Peninsula (料筒半島).  When the 
ship passed Korea’s Kianghua Bay north of 
Inchon, a few small boats tried to sail to the 
Han River.  Finding the entrance blocked, 
the Japanese vessel opened fire, destroying 
forts on the banks of the river.  Japan 
followed this up by sending a fleet of six war 
vessels and an army battalion.  This action 
forced the Korean government to conclude 
in February 1876 the Kianghua Treaty of 
Amity and Commerce.  In this treaty Japan 
recognized Korea as an independent state 
enjoying the same sovereign rights as Japan.  
Korea then opened up three trade ports 
in Korea and all three  were available for 
Japanese surveys.  This military action and 
subsequent treaty were reported to China 
who protested to Japan, but otherwise, did 
nothing.

In China, Li Hongzhang (李鴻章), 
successful military leader and skilled 
negotiator, tried to conduct Korean 
diplomatic affairs by inducing the United 
States and Europe to sign commercial and 
friendship treaties, by which Li attempted 
to have China’s suzerainty confirmed.  
Japan reacted by refusing to permit China 
to meddle with Korean affairs any longer.

After the Treaty of Kianghua, the 
Korean court became more sharply divided 
by a conservative, pro-Chinese faction 
under Tai Won-kun and a progressive, pro-
Japanese faction headed by Queen Min 
(-officially, the Empress Myeong Seong (
명성황후) - and Kim Ok-kiun (김옥균).  
By 1882, the progressive faction seemed 
to be expanding its influence considerably 
as evidenced by the invitation to Japan 
to send a military contingent to train the 
Korean Army.  However, in July 1882, a 
mutiny broke out caused by pro-progressive 
partisans who had been embezzling funds 
intended for military purposes.  Tai Won-
kun took this opportunity to regain political 
power by inciting the underpaid, hungry 
soldiers to invade the imperial palace and 
kill many important members of the Kim-
Min faction.  Also killed was a Japanese 

solder who had been training the army.  The 
rioting soldiers then attacked the Japanese 
legation, causing the Japanese minister, 
Hanabusa Yoshitada (花房 義質), to flee 
to Nagasaki.  Japan then sent more than 
1,000 troops to return Hanabusa to Korea 
and punish the Koreans involved.

The news of the mutiny brought several 
thousand troops of the Chinese Peiyang 
Army (北洋軍) into Korea where they 
arrested Tai Won-kun and brought him to 
China for punishment.  With this action, 
Japan could now only ask Korea to pay an 
indemnity and to apologize.  A peace treaty 
was signed whereby Korea paid $50,000 
compensation for the Japanese who was 
killed and $500,000 for Japan’s military 
expenses.  Japan also was allowed to post 
a contingent of solders residing in Seoul 
for the purpose of protecting her legation 
there.  Korea also sent an official apology 
to Japan.  Now both China and Japan had 
military forces encamped in Korea.

In 1884, the Kim-Min faction split, 
thanks to Chinese general Yuan Shikai’s (
袁世凱) ability to make an alliance with 
Queen Min.  In December of that year, on 
his own authority, the Japanese minister 
to Korea, Takazoe Shinichiro (竹添信一
郎), conspired with the Kim camp to pull a 
coup d’état in Seoul.  There was temporary 
success, but the Min clique appealed to 
Chinese troops stationed in Korea.

Under Yuan, Chinese troops eventually 
forced the Japanese troops to flee the palace 
and fight their way out of Seoul.  Kim 
Ok-kiun and other members of his faction 
escaped to Japan.  

In January 1885 both China and Japan 
sent troops “to rescue Korea.”  The leaders 
of the two forces, Wu Dacheng, (吳大
澂),Chinese imperial commissioner, and the 
Japanese foreign minister, Inouye Kaoru (井
上 馨) opened negotiations with the Korean 
government wherein, once again, Korea 
agreed to indemnify Japan.  Korea also had 
to rebuild the Japanese legation and punish 
the rioters.  

In 1885, China and Japan signed the 
Tianjin Convention whereby both countries 
removed their troops within four months.  In 
the event of any disturbances necessitating 
the dispatch of troops to Korea, each nation 
was to inform the other of its intention in 
advance.  Once the situation was settled, 
that nation was to withdraw its forces from 
Korea.

Unfortunately, this treaty lit the fuse 
that ignited the Sino-Japanese War almost 
a decade later.  This treaty left Korea as a 

co-protectorate of both China and Japan.  
While this treaty was being negotiated, the 
Sino-French War was  going on.  China’s 
military and treasury preparations were 
inadequate  in fighting both the French 
and the Japanese, forcing Li Hongzhang to 
accept Iro Hirobumi’s (伊藤博文) proposal 
concerning the balance of power between 
the two countries in Korea.

In reality, Korea still looked to China for 
protection.  Yuan Shikai was appointed by Li 
as China’s commissioner of commerce and 
resident official in Korea.  All of Korea’s 
commercial and diplomatic relations fell 
under Yuan’s supervision.  Japan began 
sending several young Japanese militarists 
to Korea to organize disruptions aimed at 
creating a necessity for Japanese troops to 
be called in.

In March 1894 the Korean King Yi 
Meong-bok (이명복) sent assassins to Japan 
who abducted the Kim Ok-kiun who had 
been trying since 1884 to incite rebellions 
in Korea.  He was taken to Shanghai where 
he was assassinated in a Japanese Hotel by 
Hong Jong Wu (홍종우).  The assassin was 
set free.  Greatly agitated, many Japanese 
advocated war.  

Immediately following this event  came 
the Tonghak Rebellion (동학 농민 운동),  
which was to serve as the prelude to 
the Sino-Japanese War. The Tonghak 
was a conservative, ethnocentric and 
chauvinistic party that opposed western 
studies and advocated the murder of 
corrupt officials.  Although persecuted by 
the Korean government, this party gained 
support among the Korean people who 
were now primed for revolt.  This party was 
manipulated by the Japanese government to 
provide an excuse to send troops to Korea.  
The movement became an insurrection 
that the Korean government was unable 
to suppress without first calling upon the 
Chinese for assistance.  At first, Japan 
expected China to assist the Korean King 
to suppress the rebellion.  Informing each 
other of their intentions, while China sent 
only 1500 soldiers, Japan sent 7,000 soldiers 
directly to Seoul.  The Tonghak responded 
by disbanding and disappearing. 

Thinking that the rebellion had ended, 
China expected Japan to withdraw her 
troops.  Instead, Japan asked China to draw 
up procedures by which the two countries 
could reform the Korean government.  
China refused, thereby giving the Japanese 
a pretext to take independent action.

Japan then sent reinforcements to Korea 
despite China’s objections.  The stage was 
set for the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese 
War, the topic of my next offering. ♦

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English at 
Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to 
give a speech where he was introduced 
to the audience as a “pioneer of 
Chinese American relations” as  a  result of 
his cooperative work in international 
banking during the Deng Xiaoping era. 
For more than 65 years, Welsh has 
been learning Chinese and has used 
this knowledge both professionally and 
personally to enhance his understanding 
of Chinese and Asian affairs. He 
currently resides in Georgia and 
occasionally lectures on China to classes 
in World History and World Literature.

By Pat Welsh, contributor
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Asia Contemporary Art Show 
spotlights Hong Kong emerging 
and mid-career artists 

The 7th edition of the Asia Contemporary 
Art Show will open at the Conrad Hong 
Kong on Oct. 8 with an invitation-only VIP 
Collectors Preview.  The show will present a 
diverse line-up of original paintings, limited 
editions, sculpture and photography by artists 
from 17 countries, 40 of whom will be present 
at the show.  Special focus will be on Hong 
Kong’s artists.  Tickets are now on sale: 
HK$220 (admits two if purchased online; 
admits one if purchased at the door).

Director Mark Saunderson explained: “We 
are excited to present some promising local 
young and mid-career talent at the show from 
Oct. 8-11.  Hong Kong has a lot of unsung 
artists, sometimes hidden from collectors and 
art buyers.  It is hard for Hong Kong artists 
to get the attention they deserve – art gallery 
overhead is high, and gallerists carefully weigh 
representing lesser-known local artists versus 
a sometimes easier path.

“We have been working for the last year to 
put together a strong selection of Hong Kong 
artists and more than 100 of their works at the 
upcoming Show.”

According to the news release, a total 
of 15 Hong Kong-based artists are featured, 
including: 
Rachel Cheung Wai-Sze 

Rachel Cheung graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in ceramics.  She won a 

scholarship to the University of Sunderland, 
UK, where she obtained her master’s degree 
in glass.  The main theme of her work involves 
“Equilibrium.”  She believes that the state of 
an equilibrium relationship can be defined 
physically, philosophically and spiritually.  It 
is about relations and changes; what Cheung 
is searching for are magical and delightful 
endings, and these endings may lead to new 
beginning for some other stories.
Claire Billson

Claire Billson is a British born artist and 
painter who lives and works in Hong Kong.  
Her medium of choice for the last 30 years 
has been watercolour.  Oils are a more recent 
addition to her repertoire.  Using oils, Billson 
is developing a new series of paintings based 
on iconic images of Hong Kong people.
T.K. Chan

T.K. Chan has been painting Scotland 
through her eyes when she was studying 
in Edinburgh.  Her recent series of work 
is “Aurora Revelation.” inspired by the 
mysteriously beautiful astronomical 
phenomenon Aurora Borealis, which can 
be seen in northern Scotland.  The series is 
composed of circular works with a mix of 
colours representing the earth, sun, stars and 
their relations to human solidarity.  Each brush 
stroke in this series is created using a unique 
circular motion.

Andrea Chung
Andrea Chung is the youngest artist 

featured.  At age four, this talented and joyous 
artist already can express her feelings through 
different media.  Her artworks show her 
affectionate personality. 
Heidi Leung

Heidi Leung is a Hong Kong artist and 
a committee member of the Hong Kong 
Creative Art Association.  She hopes to 
increase public awareness of the environment 
and nature through her art.  She has joined 
exhibitions in Hong Kong and Taiwan.
Martin Lever (Li Wah) 

Martin Lever, known as Li Wah, has lived 
and worked in Hong Kong on and off for 36 
years. Lever’s collection of oil and acrylic 
paintings depict locations around Hong Kong 
from a bird’s-eye view. Titled “Above/Below,” 
his so-called “groundscapes” series highlights 
the relationship between what happens at street 
level and life on the top floor of a skyscraper.  
“I was searching for a fresh way to visualize 
some of the stories that Hong Kong has to tell.  
The insight that I hit on was that we spend 
so much of our time up in the air in Hong 
Kong.  It’s a vertical city. We sleep on the 
30th floor, we eat on the 20th and we work 
on the 10th, but we very rarely look down,” 
explained Lever.  Lever has won numerous 
advertising industry awards and is the author 

and illustrator of an acclaimed children’s book 
series “The Bogeybugz.”
Tang Tsz Kin (“Dragon Ken”) 

Hong Kong’s “Dragon Ken” is the founder 
and chairperson of the Hong Kong Creative 
Art Association and an instructor at the Hong 
Kong Jockey Club and the YMCA.  He was 
the champion of the 1998 Beijing Shanghai 
Guangzhou Hong Kong Youth Computer 
Graphic Competition (Advanced Level), 
received the Judges’ list award of Mobile Art 
Expedition (2005) and was the champion of 
the Portraits of Dolphin – Art Competition 
(2006).

Besides artists from Hong Kong, the show 
also features artists from 17 countries with 40 
of them present at the show.
Show facts:
· Runs from Oct. 8–11
· Features more than 2,000 artworks from 
more than 60 exhibiting galleries
· Opens on Thursday, Oct. 8 and continues 
through Sunday with “Friday ART Night” 
on Oct. 9
· Long-term sponsors and partners include the 
Art Futures Group, the Wall Street Journal, 
AGS Four Winds, Fiji Water and Leaf Tea 
Boutique
· After the Show, art collectors can continue 
discovering and buying art 24/7, all year round 
at www.asiacontemporaryart.com. ♦

“Patterns of Living” answered 
“What makes Hong Kong unique to 
photograph?”

Hong Kong, one of the most densely 
populated cities in the world, has high rises 
at every turn.  Most Hong Kongers live and 
work in these tall buildings.  Four Hong 
Kong resident photographers showed off 
their concept of this dense, concrete jungle 
living in the two-week “Patterns of Living” 
exhibit that ended on Sept. 5.

According to a release from Picture 
This Gallery, “Their interpretations are very 
different, but each captures and articulates 
the essential density of the city, allowing 
us a novel view of our surroundings - 
from Harold de Puymorin’s tilt-shift 
miniaturisation to Eleanor McColl’s pop-
art cutouts, from the precision of Stefan 
Irvine’s strip Tong Laus to David Elliott’s 
metronomic grid-like warehouses.  This is 
our eternally fascinating city, familiar yet 
always surprising - this is our Hong Kong.”

Here’s what each photographer 

thought made Hong Kong a unique city to 
photograph:

Canadian photographer David Elliott, 
who had been living in Hong Kong for 12 
years, mentioned that it was “a race against 
time to document many subjects that are 
here today and gone tomorrow...” and that 
he was inspired by the beautiful colors and 
patterns of the old public tenant buildings.

British-born Stefan Irvine, whose 
works had been widely published, also had 
been living and working in Hong Kong for 
the past 13 years, said, “… each time you 
go up a new high rise, you are presented 
with a brand new perspective on a familiar 
location.  On top of this, there is simply so 
much life in the streets and back-streets, day 
and night, that there is always something 
new and unexpected to see.”

Eleanor McColl is another British 
artist and photographer living and working 

in Hong Kong.  She stated, “It’s the sheer 
visual diversity in such a compact space.  
Loud crowded markets stuffed with color, 
glittering towers disappearing into the 
clouds and banyan roots busting out of their 
concrete prison.  The photo opportunities 
are never ending.”

Toulouse-born Harold de Puymorin 
said, “Hong Kong offers so much, visually 
speaking, from classic skylines to more 
subtle patterns passing through contrasted 
lifestyle… I guess the most complicated 
thing for a photographer in Hong Kong is 
to find a proper style, a signature, something 
unseen or very well built, like a documentary 
or a long-term photography project.”

Visit www.picturethiscollection/
exhibitions/2015/en/ for details and more 
images. ♦

By Elaine Dunn

By Elaine Dunn

Heavy Load
Claire Billson
2015
Oil on canvas
41 x 41 cm

Aurora Rainbow
T.K. Chan
2015
Oil on canvas
40 x 40 cm

House, Andrea Chung 2014
Acrylic, 45 x 55 cm

Above/Aberdeen, Martin Lever (Li 
Wah) 2015
Oil & acrylic on canvas, 80  x 120 cm

Horse, Tang Tsz Kin “Dragon Ken”
2012
Oil on canvas, 50 x 70 cm

West Pond, Heidi Leung  2014
Watercolour, 50 x 35 cm``

Hong Kong in  Living Colour (111), Shau 
Kei Wan 2013, 35.5 x 23.5“ David Elliott

Rainbow Heights (limited edition of 20)
2015, 35.5 x 23.5 “ Harold de Puymorin

Lemon Sky 2015, 18.75 x 28.5”
Eleanor McColl
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Bazhong – A city of tranquility and beauty
By Wu Meiling & Li Zhouxi, China Today

In northeastern Sichuan Province, 
diminutive Bazhong City exudes a pastoral 
sparkle and tranquility.  It makes one 
wish to blend in with its unique natural 
environment.  A walk through Bazhong, it 
is said, is like a hazy drizzle that awakens 
people’s memories.

The picturesque city, resembling a 
Monet oil painting, lies inlaid within the 
southern foothills of the towering and 
extensive Daba Mountains.  Situated at 
the center of three large cities of Chengdu, 
Chongqing and Xi’an, Bazhong also sits 
along the  dividing line between south 
and north  China. Covering 12,000 square 
kilometers, the city combines both the 
grandeur of northern China and the warmth 
of southern China, with distinctive vistas 
of mountains and rivers, as well as places 
of historical and cultural allure.  It has 
also been a historical channel for cultural 
exchanges between north and south China, 
witness to the Qin and Han dynasties, the 
Three Kingdoms, and the Red Army.  People 
here easily sense the pulse and echoes of 
history.

More than 5,000 years ago the ancient 
Ba people lived and flourished on this land 
– and the joss-sticks and candles burning 
within Baling Village in the high mountains 
and lofty hills have never been extinguished.  
The 3,000-year-old ancient Micang Road 
extended through the Daba Mountains, 
where the Yellow River civilization and 
Bashu culture intermingled.  Although 
this road has now been abandoned, related 
historical memories have always lingered 
among the people.  The most famous tale 
about this ancient road recalls the early 
Western Han Dynasty (206 BC - AD 220) 
prime minister, Xiao He who pursued and 
persuaded the strategist Han Xin to remain, 
thus altering the final outcome of the war 
between the Chu and the Han.

Ancient villages along the route also 
bear witness to the prosperity of Bazhong.  
Bazhong was once an important hub for 
political, economic and cultural exchange 
between north and south China.

  From ancient times, Bazhong possessed 
strategic consequence, with feudal lords 
vying for dominion.  The Ba people were not 
only brave and adroit in battle, but also good 
at singing and dancing.  Ba people assisted 
in numerous ancient wars, including aiding 
King Wu to defeat Tyrant Zhou, supporting 
Ying Zheng, the first emperor of the Qin 
Dynasty (221-206 BC) to unify China, and 
helping Liu Bang found the Western Han 
Dynasty.  This ancient and mysterious land 
also gave birth to such eminent persons in 
history as astronomer Zhang Sixun of the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279), Wang Jian, first 
emperor of the Former Shu (907-925), and 
famous educator Yan Yangchu (1890-1990), 
among many others.

China was known as a land of poetry, 
especially during the Tang Dynasty (618-
907), when poetry reached its height.  
Beautiful Bazhong is also a fertile land 
that has nurtured fine poetry. Famous Tang 
poets such as Li Bai and Wang Bo all cited 
Bazhong in their poems.  As early as the pre-
Qin period, Bayuge, an ancient folk song 
with love as its main theme, was created 
by the Ba people, becoming an important 
feature of Han-style folk songs and ballads.
Amazing Grottoes

During the Sui and Tang dynasties (581-
907), not only trade caravans traversed the 
ancient Micang Road in an endless stream, 
but also itinerant monks.  The picturesque 
landscape led them to sojourn with no 
thought of leaving, remaining to produce 
wal  l paintings in the grottoes using local 
natural minerals as pigment.  Now known 
as the Bazhong Grottoes, they are the best 
examples of painted sculptures from the 
flourishing Tang Dynasty.

Bazhong enjoys a fine reputation as 
the “hometown of grottoes,” having an 
extensive spread of numerous rock caves.  
The largest and best preserved are the 
Nankan Grottoes, with 179 numbered caves 
and about 2,700 Buddhist statues.  Most of 
the statues are found on the eastern cliffs of 
Nankan Mountain, including Sakyamuni, 
the Buddhas of the Past, Present and Future, 
and Maitreya.

  People recall, “The Yungang Grottoes 
are famous for their grandeur, while the 
Nankan Grottoes are renowned for painted 
sculptures.”  Indeed, while walking towards 
the peak to view the 200-meter-long cliff, 
the bright-colored statues sat closely side-
by-side offer a magnificent vista.  These 
statues, unifying form and spirit, and 
perfect in texture and scale, are decorated 
and painted with natural pigments of green, 
red, white and blue.  The magnificent 
and splendid grottoes showcase social 
representations of a flourishing period in the 
Tang Dynasty.  Of course, this resplendent 
view is not without accretions from later 
dynasties.

“The Mogao Grottoes are the envy of 
the world because they are an accumulation 

of more than 1,000 years,” stated famous 
Chinese scholar and writer Yu Qiuyu.  
“To appreciate the Mogao Grottoes is not 
to look at specimens from 1,000 years 
ago, but to observe 1,000-year-old living 
things.”  The Bazhong Grottoes are similar.  
Moreover, these grottoes in the open air 
have experienced wind and rain over a long 
history, inspiring emotional responses from 
visitors, many who prostrate themselves in 
veneration.
Magnificent Guangwu 
Mountain

Located in northern Sichuan Province, 
Guangwu Mountain derives its name from 
the panorama of clouds and mist curling 
up throughout the year.  Lush with dense 
vegetation, the beautiful peaks, strangely-
shaped rock formations, cliffs, valleys, 
streams, waterfalls and natural greenery all 
merge into a complete whole.

The best season to visit Guangwu 
Mountain is autumn, because the mountain 

is adorned in a fairytale world with red 
leaves everywhere.  Visitors are awed by the 
graceful and gorgeous view – a masterwork 
of elegance.

To appreciate this mountain one needs 
to take a grand and wide point of view.  
Guangwu Mountain is the hinterland of 
the Micang Mountains.  If you look at the 
Micang Mountains on a map of China, they 
resemble an emerald inlaid into the heart 
of the country.  The Micang Mountains 
are a transitional zone linking the Qinling 
Mountains to the west and the Daba 
Mountains to the east.  As an east-west 
arc of mountains, the northern side of the 
Micang Mountains is the Hanzhong Plain, 
an abundant locale in Shaanxi Province, 
and the southern side is the Sichuan Basin, 
known as “the land of abundance.” Located 
in the intersectional zone of cold and warm 
currents, the Micang Mountains are rich in 
unique vegetation, rare birds and unusual 
animals, with a forest coverage of more 
than 95 percent.  If the Micang Mountains 
are a vast and glorious oil painting of a 
mountain vista, then Guangwu Mountain 
is the finishing touch.

Our first impression of Guangwu 

Mountain was its vastness and abundance, 
taking us about five hours to drive along 
the mountain road from its base to the 
very top.  If the Huangshan Mountains are 
like a bonsai cherished by the heavens, 
then Guangwu Mountain is a great garden 
favored by the gods.  Taking about a week 
for an in-depth tour, many visitors return 
several times, to not only see “the tip of 
the iceberg” again and again, but for the 
different vistas during the four seasons.

Many people favor single adjectives to 
describe different mountains, for example, 
“elegant” for Mount Emei, “strange” 
Zhangjiajie National Forest Park, and 
“dangerous” Mount Hua; Guangwu 
Mountain; however, is noted for its range 
of peculiar peaks, bizarre rocks and secluded 
valleys.  If one appreciates the pines on 
Huangshan Mountains, worships the 

heavens at Taishan Mountain, and prays 
at Mount Jiuhua, what does one do at 
Guangwu Mountain?  Watch the clouds and 
mist?  One would love to remain immersed 
in the wonderland of cloud and mist all 
about.  But after the clouds melt and the 
mists disperse, the red autumnal leaves all 
over the mountains take your breath away.

 If only one word could be used to 
describe Guangwu Mountain, we think 
it should be “noble,” for its flamboyant 
scenery and integral history.

The most beautiful view has to be the 
blurred and hazy mists arising from treetops 
and merging into the clouds.  Throughout 
the four seasons, the mountain is covered 
in cloud and mist: sometimes resembling a 
delicate fairy wandering about at leisure, or 
wide sleeves entwining the mountainsides, 
at other times like wrapping paper fully 
swaddling the summit, or a coy maid veiling 
half of the peak in jest.

As with other mountains, sceneries 
change with each season.  In spring, 
mountain flowers are in full bloom, and 
in summer the trees offer pleasant shade.  
Late autumn features bright leaves as if on 
fire.  And in cold winter, the mountain and 
trees of ice and snow resemble a world of 
jade and silver.  Nevertheless, there is one 
difference from other mountains, especially 
in the spring: flowers on the mountain do not 
bloom in profusion, but blossom gradually 
based on different altitudes.  Often, when 
flowers at the foot are in full blossom, 
flowers at the top are just in bud. ♦

The Nankan Mountain cliff grottoes. 

 Inscribed steles on Yinling Mountain.

Rhododendrons blossom on 
Guangwu Mountain.

The densely forested Kongshan 
Scenic Area.

Yunwu Mountain resplendent in its 
brilliant fall colors.
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China’s position paper on the 70th anniversary 
of the United Nations 

[BEIJING, Sept., Xinhua]  China on 
Monday issued a position paper on the 70th 
anniversary of the United Nations. The full 
text of the position paper is as follows:
I. This year marks the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the United Nations 
(UN) and victory of the world anti-fascist 
war and Chinese People’s War Against 
Japanese Aggression.  As an outcome of 
victory against fascism, the UN embodies 
the ardent hope of people around the world 
for peace and development. Its founding 
is an epoch-making event in the history of 
mankind and a milestone in the quest for 
peace and progress.
In the past 70 years, as the most representative 
and authoritative intergovernmental 
organization in the world, the UN, with 
its three pillars of peace and security, 
development, and human rights, has played 
an irreplaceable role and accomplished a 
great deal in promoting human progress.
Seventy years on, the UN Charter remains 
as relevant as ever.  It is important that the 
international community renews the spirit of 
the Charter and, more importantly, enriches 
and reinvigorates it in light of the trend of 
our times and the needs of the world.
We l ive in a  changing world ful l 
of new opportunities and challenges.  
The international system and order are 
undergoing profound adjustments, with 
the balance of power shifting in favor of 
peace and development.  The trend of our 
times featuring peace, development and 
win-win cooperation is becoming more 
pronounced.  On the other hand, there are 
a multitude of new and tough challenges.  
The world economy has not recovered from 
the lingering impact of the global financial 
crisis.  Poverty and other worldwide 
problems still persist.  Regional hotspot 
issues keep flaring up.  Terrorism, cyber-
security and other unconventional security 
threats are on the rise.  All in all, achieving 
world peace and development is a long and 
uphill battle.
Against this background, there are growing 
expectations for the UN to take on more 
responsibilities.  Today, the role of the UN 
must be strengthened rather than weakened; 
its authority must be upheld instead of 
undermined.
II. The 70th anniversary of the UN is an 
important opportunity for the international 
community to review history, look ahead 
to the future and achieve the following 
objectives so as to turn the vision of the UN 
Charter into reality at an early date.
-- It is important to remember the lessons of 
history and uphold the outcome of the world 
anti-fascist war so as to “save succeeding 
generations from the scourge of war”.
-- It is important to uphold the purposes 
and principles of the UN Charter, respect 
countries’ choice of development path and 
social system, and settle differences and 
disputes peacefully through dialogue and 
consultation.
-- It is important to advocate common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable 
security, respect and ensure the security of 
each country, build an international security 
cooperation architecture based on openness, 
transparency and equality, embark on a new 
path toward security by all, of all and for all 
and make joint efforts to safeguard regional 
and global peace and stability.
-- It is important to promote greater 
democracy and the rule of law in 
international relations.  The Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence, equality and 
justice must be upheld in international 

relations.  Universally applicable rules must 
be adopted to tell right from wrong and 
promote peace and development.  Countries, 
big or small, strong or weak, rich or poor, 
are all equal members of the international 
community and entitled to equal-footed 
participation in international rule-making 
and law-based exercise of rights.  No 
attempt should be made, in the name of “rule 
of law,” to undermine other countries’ rights 
and interests.
-- It is important to maintain and develop 
an open global economy, improve global 
economic governance, and ensure equal 
opportunities, fair rules and equal rights in 
international economic cooperation so as to 
achieve prosperity and development for all.
-- It is important to advance global 
development cooperation, with a focus 
on addressing the development concerns 
of developing countries, so as to help all 
countries take a path of equitable, inclusive 
and sustainable development.
-- It is important to respect countries’ right 
to choose their own path of human rights 
development, place equal importance on 
both categories of human rights, engage in 
equal-footed and constructive dialogue and 
cooperation, approach human rights issues 
in a just and objective manner, and promote 
the healthy development of the human rights 
cause globally.
-- It is important to seek common ground 
while reserving differences, embrace 
openness and inclusiveness, draw on each 
other’s strengths through exchanges and 
mutual learning, work together for common 
progress despite differences and celebrate 
the cultural diversity of the world.
-- It is important to build a new type of 
international relations featuring win-win 
cooperation, bring about a more just and 
equitable international order and build a 
community of common destiny for the 
entire humanity.  Countries should align 
their interests with those of other countries, 
expand areas of converging interests and 
pursue peace, development and win-win 
outcomes for all through cooperation.
-- It is important to pay greater attention 
to the voice of developing countries in 
international affairs, reflect their aspirations, 
protect their rights and interests, and 
increase their say in the UN and relevant 
international institutions.
III. Marking the 70th anniversary of the UN, 
the world needs to come together to make 
it a strong champion of peace and security 
and vigorous advocate of development and 
prosperity.  China suggests that the UN 
prioritize work in the following areas.
(1) Development is the shared aspiration of 
all countries.  We need to seize the historic 
opportunity of the UN Special Summit on 
Sustainable Development to be held this 
coming September to marshal the political 
will and consensus for promoting global 
development.  We need to ensure sound 
follow-up implementation of the post-2015 
development agenda, uphold the principle of 
common but differentiated responsibilities, 
respect each other’s national conditions and 
development model and path, work together 
to eliminate extreme poverty, advance 
coordinated development of the economy, 
society and environment, narrow the North-
South gap, and achieve common prosperity 
and development.
(2) A more equitable and balanced global 
partnership for development provides a solid 
underpinning for common development.  
It is imperative that developed countries 
honor their due international responsibilities 

and commitments on official development 
aid and push forward North-South 
cooperation.  As a complement to North-
South cooperation, developing countries 
may enhance South-South cooperation to 
seek strength through unity and help enrich 
the development partnership.  China and the 
UN will jointly hold a round table on South-
South cooperation in September as leaders 
gather for UN summits to redouble efforts 
for more effective South-South cooperation 
under the framework of the post-2015 
development agenda.
(3) The General Debate of the 70th Session 
of the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) carries special significance.  At 
this most august forum in the UN, countries 
can discuss such momentous issues as 
preventing war, achieving harmonious 
coexistence between countries and 
civilizations, promote greater democracy 
and the rule of law in international relations, 
building a new type of international relations 
on the basis of win-win cooperation, making 
the world a better place, and enhancing the 
role of the UN so as to point the way forward 
for the world as well as the UN.
(4)  Gender  equal i ty  and women’s 
empowerment are important measures of 
human development and progress.  China 
and UN Women will hold a global summit 
on women at the UN headquarters in 
September this year.  We hope that various 
parties will actively support and attend 
this summit, make political commitments 
on implementing the Beijing Declaration 
and the Platform for Action adopted on the 
Fourth World Conference on Women and 
fulfilling the goals relating to women in the 
post-2015 development agenda, and provide 
financial support for this endeavor.
(5) International peace and security is 
still challenged by various traditional and 
non-traditional security threats.  At the 
core of the international collective security 
mechanism, the Security Council has 
primary responsibility for the maintenance 
of international peace and security.  It 
is vitally important to strengthen the 
international collective security mechanism, 
encourage political settlement of regional 
hotspot issues, and enable the Security 
Council to better perform its responsibilities 
under the UN Charter.
(6) The UN peacekeeping operations are an 
effective means to practice multilateralism 
and maintain collective security.  China 
hopes that the peacekeeping operations 
will be improved and readjusted in light 
of the evolving international situation with 
clearer strategic vision, more appropriate 
and practical mandate, greater efficiency 
in deployment and improved management 
and internal coordination, so as to help 
developing countries with capacity building.  
China supports the UN Secretary-General’s 
initiative of evaluating and improving the 
peacekeeping missions and hopes that 
the UN will seek consensus with member 
states through broad-based consultation, 
uphold the three principles of peacekeeping 
operations, set their future direction and 
better perform the tasks of peacekeeping, 
peace-building, civilian protection, etc.
(7) The outbreaks of epidemics such as 
Ebola and MERS have once again sounded 
the alarm for international public health 
security.  Children- and education-related 
work concerns the future of mankind.  
The rights and interests of people with 
disabilities deserve international attention.  
The 70th anniversary of the UN is an 
important opportunity for the international 

community to have in-depth and results-
oriented discussions on such important 
issues as public health security, children, 
education and the rights and interests 
of people with disabilities, etc., so as to 
develop comprehensive strategies in these 
areas.  More resources must be made 
available to enable development for all.
(8) Climate change is a challenge facing 
all mankind.  This year is a critical year 
for climate change negotiations.  Various 
parties have high expectations for the 21st 
Session of the Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change.  China is ready to work 
with other parties to reach a new agreement 
in Paris based on the principles of “common 
but differentiated responsibilities,” equity 
and respective capabilities, and put in place 
a fair, equitable, cooperative and win-win 
global climate governance system.  The UN 
needs to provide political guidance and build 
political will for this purpose.
(9) The world is experiencing a resurgence 
of terrorism.  All parties must unite to 
combat it.  We must address both the 
symptoms and the root causes of terrorism 
by taking multi-faceted and coordinated 
measures, and bring into full play the lead 
role of the UN and its Security Council.  
We must reject double standard and not 
link terrorism with any particular country, 
ethnicity or religion.  The international 
community needs to adopt new approaches 
and measures in light of the new features and 
changes of international terrorism, step up 
information collecting and sharing, cut off 
channels for disseminating cyber-terrorism, 
cross-border flow of terrorists and terrorist 
financing, and work on deradicalization to 
eliminate terrorism at its source and squeeze 
its space.
(10) Cyber-security has become a strategic 
issue for national sovereignty, security and 
development.  China is in favor of stronger 
international cooperation on the basis of 
mutual respect, equality and mutual benefit 
and the establishment of a peaceful, secure, 
open and cooperative cyberspace.  It is 
necessary to develop international rules 
under the aegis of the UN and evolve a 
democratic and transparent multilateral 
mechanism for governing the Internet.
(11) “Everyone is entitled to all human 
rights,” but war, poverty, disease and 
discrimination, among others, still threaten 
and challenge this noble aspiration.  China 
maintains that the international community 
needs to handle the human rights issue in 
an impartial, objective and non-selective 
manner and reject any attempt to politicize 
the issue or exercise double standard.  
We need to support the UN Human 
Rights Council and the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in playing 
their due role, and promote and protect 
human rights through communication and 
cooperation.
(12) The 70th anniversary should be taken 
as an important opportunity for the UN to 
redefine itself and embark on a new journey.  
At this critical juncture in its history, the UN 
should review and improve its work in all 
areas, enhance efficiency and effectiveness 
and find strength to rejuvenate itself, so as 
to better serve the “people of the United 
Nations.”  Controversial topics should be 
avoided during the 70th anniversary year to 
uphold unity of UN membership and prevent 
distraction to discussions on key items on 
the UN’s agenda. ♦



[BEIJING] –China on Monday 
called for a new mode of international 
relations with win-win cooperation as 
the core.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry issued 
a paper on the 70th anniversary of 
the United Nations with President Xi 
Jinping due to attend United Nations 
meetings in New York later this week.

The paper says that it is important 
to build a new type of international 
relations featuring win-win cooperation 
and a community of common destiny.  
It also calls for greater democracy and 

the rule of law in international relations.
The paper emphasizes that the 70th 

anniversary of the UN is an important 
opportunity for the international 
community to review history, uphold 
the outcome of the world anti-fascist 
war and look ahead to the future so as 
to turn the vision of the UN Charter into 
reality at an early date.  China calls on 
UN members to uphold the Charter, 
advocate common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security 
and advance global development 
cooperation.

The paper says that the United 
Nations is an outcome of victory against 
fascism and embodies the hope for peace 
and development.  The UN has been the 
most representative and authoritative 
intergovernmental organization ever and 
accomplished a great deal over the past 
seven decades, the paper says.

“Seventy years on, the UN Charter 
remains as relevant as ever,” the paper 
says.

It  calls  for the international 
community to renew the spirit of the 
Charter and enrich, reinvigorate it in 

light of the times and the needs of the 
world.

The paper offers a comprehensive 
summary of China’s view on the major 
issues at the 70th anniversary of the 
United Nations.  It explains China’s 
stance on the role of the Security 
Council, peace-keeping operations, 
public health, security, children, 
education, the disabled, climate change, 
terrorism, cyber security, human rights 
and the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the UN. ♦
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China’s policy paper calls for new mode of 
int’l relations
Xinhua, Sept. 21

Can China and U.S. rebuild 
“Grand Consensus”?

President Xi Jinping is to pay his first 
state visit to the United States in September.  
As both parties busily prepare for the visit, 
China and the U.S. are still engaged in 
fierce wrangling over such issues as the 
South China Sea and cyber security.  Since 
spring 2015, there has been a debate over 
America’s China strategy in the U.S., with 
some scholars urging the U.S. government 
to fundamentally rethink U.S. strategic 
traditions since the 1970s that have been 
followed by eight presidents.

In the past five to six years, Sino-U.S. 
relations have witnessed frequent ups and 
downs.  More important, the two countries’ 
judgments about each other’s strategic 
intentions and orientations have both been 
edging toward the negative.  A fundamental 
reason for such momentum is a loosening 
of the “grand consensus” between China 
and the U.S. that has run more than three 
decades.  Consolidating and upgrading the 
“grand consensus” is of crucial significance 
to stabilizing Sino-U.S. relations in the 
future.
Consensus on integration-
engagement

The so-called “grand consensus” here 
refers to a kind of agreement between the 
two countries on the most fundamental 
strategic matters, which include: What kind 
of a country each of them wants to be, in 
what ways will each pursue the fulfillment 
of national goals, what kind of a country 
each wants the other to be, and in what 
manner each chooses to treat the other.

After the thaw in bilateral ties in the 
early 1970s, the core of American strategy 
toward China has been “engagement,” 
namely to incorporate China into the U.S.-
dominated international system through 
close interaction in such areas as politics, 
economy, and military and social affairs.  On 
one hand, “engagement” realizes America’s 
own strategic and economic interests, on 
the other hand it hopes to shape China’s 
strategic direction: embracing market 
economy in economy, drawing closer to 
Western models of democracy in politics, 
and becoming a supporter and collaborator 
of American “leadership” in international 
affairs.

In this period, China’s U.S. strategy 
could be summed up as “integration”: 
Realizing modernization through integration 
with the West-dominated international 

system.  China has participated in major 
international mechanisms, accepted main 
international rules, and become highly 
integrated with the rest of the world both 
economically and socially.  At t he same 
time, the Chinese government has kept the 
initiative in its own hands, and adhered to 
its “four cardinal principles” in the process 
of integration, remaining highly vigilant 
about potential security risks resulting from 
opening up to the outside world.

In short, by the end of 1978, with one 
wanting to “blend in” and the other wanting 
to “incorporate,” China and the U.S. had 
formulated a “grand consensus” regarding 
Chinese integration with the international 
system.  “Integration” and “incorporation” 
are not the two countries’ ultimate strategic 
goals.  With the U.S. wanting to reshape 
China, and China wanting to hold onto its 
own characteristics, the two have profound 
differences.  Yet the Sino-U.S. divergence 
over ultimate goals had not been imminent 
pending China fulfillment of its integration 
into the international system.  The “grand 
consensus” has since ushered China and the 
U.S. through such difficult moments as the 
Taiwan Straits crisis, the U.S. bombing of 
the Chinese embassy in former Yugoslavia, 
and the EP-3 incident.  Despite such 
crises, the two countries have managed 
to restrain their disputes to those crises 
themselves, avoiding suspicions about each 
other’s fundamental strategic intentions and 
orientations.
Loosening of grand consensus

Since China joined the World Trade 
Organization in 2001, the nation has by 
and large fulfilled its historic mission 
to “blend in.”  China has achieved a 
rapid rise while maintaining its own 
political system and development mode.  
Meanwhile, the existing China-U.S. “grand 
consensus” began to loosen, contradictions 
over ultimate goals have begun to become 
increasingly prominent.  In a 2005 speech 
on “responsible stake-holders”, then U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State Robert B. Zoellick 
proposed that U.S. China policy needed to 
transcend “engagement.”  Over the past 
decades, more and more people in the U.S. 
have come to believe the presumption of 
the “engagement” strategy was wrong: 
China wouldn’t change itself with the 
U.S. “engaging” it.  Americans complain 
that China hasn’t changed politically, 
its government continues to play an 
outstanding role economically, and becomes 

increasingly assertive diplomatically.  Many 
Americans feel they have gotten penalized 
for “pulling in” China.  The debate over 
Washington’s engagement with China since 
spring 2015 has just been the extension and 
intensification of that process.

The loosening of strategic consensus 
has not been unilateral.  In the past dozen 
years, against the macro backdrop of the 
Chinese intellectual spectrum moving 
leftward, stimulated by such incidents as 
the Taiwan Straits crisis, the U.S. bombing 
of Chinese embassy in former Yugoslavia, 
the EP-3 incident, and the interruptions of 
the torch relay for the Beijing Olympics, 
both Chinese intellectuals and the general 
public are increasingly inclined to “say 
no” and be “unhappy,” Chinese society 
has displayed more profound worries 
over whether the country could realize 
continuous peaceful development within 
the current international framework, with 
some people worrying about “energy 
wars” and “financial warfare.”  In circles 
of intellectuals engaged in international 
studies and reporting, the concept of “de-
Americanization” has been repeatedly 
discussed and widely accepted, indicating 
that the U.S. is gradually moving from a 
central position that was to be followed and 
imitated to a more equal and “ordinary” one.

Economic and trade ties are often 
called the “ballast” of Sino-U.S. relations.  
In fact, only a “grand consensus” that is 
acceptable to and genuinely believed in by 
both Chinese and U.S. leaders as well as 
the two peoples can be real “ballast.”  As 
a result of the loosening of the previous 
“grand consensus,” the disagreements and 
conflicts between China and the U.S. over 
specific issues can easily upgrade into 
worries about each other’s overall strategic 
intentions.  Therefore, although no high-
intensity crisis like the embassy bombing 
or EP-3 incident has occurred between 
China and the U.S. in the last decade, the 
competitive and confrontational aspects of 
Sino-U.S. relations have become even more 
conspicuous.

The nature of contemporary international 
relations determines that it is quite unlikely 
for real military conflicts or Cold-War-
style all-round confrontation to occur 
between China and the U.S.  But once the 
momentum of the past few years persists, 
it is impossible to completely exclude the 
likelihood of a “new cold war” between the 
two countries.  Like in the present-day U.S.-

Russia relationship, despite their serious 
strategic confrontation, they have by and 
large maintained normal ties in economic 
and trade as well as social realms.  Once that 
happens, U.S. China strategy may turn from 
“engagement supplemented by hedging” of 
the past 35 years to “balances supplemented 
by cooperation.”  Subsequently, Chinese-
U.S. strategy will evolve from “integration 
supplemented by hedging” to “counter-
balance supplemented by cooperation.”  
It might be too early or too pessimistic to 
declare Sino-U.S. relations have reached a 
“tipping point” or a “strategic crossroads.”  
Yet undeniably, the relationship has been 
moving in a worrisome direction in the past 
two or three years.
Reassurance for New
Consensus

Compared with 35 years ago, the 
background conditions for Sino-U.S. 
relations are dramatically different.  China’s 
economy has grown from 12 percent of that 
of the U.S. into today’s nearly 60 percent, 
and may surpass it in about 10 years.  China 
has not only blended into the international 
system, but also put forward such new 
concepts as “Asian outlook on security” 
and such new proposals as the “One Belt 
and One Road” initiative, turning from a 
follower into one of the proactive leaders 
in the international system.

With such a new background, the past 
“grand consensus” indeed can no longer 
explain the present or guide the future.  In 
fact, the Chinese proposals of “peaceful 
development” and “new-type major-country 
relationship” as well as the American 
proposals of “responsible stake-holders” 
and “strategic reassurance” in the past 
dozen years were all fresh statements on 
Sino-U.S. relations put forward, consciously 
or unconsciously, against the backdrop of 
the declining relevance of the old “grand 
consensus.

Since the past “grand consensus” 
between China and the U.S. centered around 
“China’s accession to the international 
system,” in the future, the two countries 
might enhance and upgrade the existing 
consensus and formulate a brand-new 
“grand consensus” over the understanding 
that “China and the U.S. will pursue 
common development within the same 
international system.”  Or in brief, “Two 
Countries, One System,”

continued on page 12

Two countries, one system
By Da Wei, China-US Focus, Aug 18



For that, China and the U.S. need 
first to make strategic judgments on 
some essential matters.  China needs 
to make judgments about the nature 
of the existing international system: 
Can such a system accommodate 
China’s peaceful rise or even “peaceful 
transcendence”?  Does China have other 
viable development paths outside this 
system?  China has made great progress 
inside this system in the past 35 years, 
can it continue to develop in the next 35 
years, or will it eventually reach a certain 
“glass ceiling”? Did the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union and Japan’s 
economic stagnation in the 1990s result 
from their own internal problems, or 
from the nature of the international 
system and the conspiracy of the 
hegemon inside the system?  Such 
judgments will finally determine our 
basic strategic orientations regarding 
the current international system and 
the U.S.

If “intra-system rise” remains China’s 
best choice, then even though China has 
not participated in the structuring of 
many parts of the system, it will need 
to act in accordance with existing rules 
inside the system, take full advantage of 
the rules, reform the system by means 
of the rights the system has bestowed 
on it, and accept the potential harm that 
the rules may inflict upon its concrete 
interests.  

The most important strategic 

judgments for the U.S. are: What is the 
proper attitude toward China, a rising 
country that is ideologically divergent, 
may outgrow the U.S. in size, and is 
profoundly interdependent with the 
U.S.?  Should the U.S. continue its 
engaging stance and embrace China’s 
rise within the current system, or take 
an exclusive, competitive stance?  Will a 
policy of containment or balance against 
China be feasible?  Will it be in the 
U.S.’ best interests if China voluntarily 
or involuntarily leaves the existing 
international system?

If the U.S. genuinely believes another 
country may peacefully, legitimately 
transcend itself, it should then get rid of 
its obsession with the idea of “never be 
the second,” and accept the possibility 
of being “peacefully transcended” 
by other countries.  Security-wise, it 
should wean itself from the addiction 
to absolute security, and accept relative 
security when necessary.  Ideologically, 
it needs to restrain the self-confidence 
that American values and systems are 
universally applicable, and agree that 
they may be applicable to the U.S. only, 
and that it is best for other countries to 
independently explore development 
paths and modes that best serve their 
own needs.

After making clear their respective 
judgments and reaching a consensus, 
China and the U.S. need to further 
confirm their acceptance of the “grand 

consensus,” through a series of specific 
policies, and “reassure” each other.  
Priority No.1 for the moment is how the 
U.S. can convince the Chinese side that 
it has no intention to sabotage China’s 
political security, does not conspire to 
damage long-term development of the 
Chinese economy, is willing to give 
China reasonable space in international 
mechanisms (such as the IMF), avoid 
“knee-jerk reflex” style reactions to new 
mechanisms China has spearheaded 
(such the AIIB), and welcome China 
to join U.S.-led new mechanisms (such 
the TPP).  The Chinese side needs to 
convince the U.S. side that China is 
willing to pursue development and 
resolve conflicts with other countries 
in accordance with international norms, 
has no intention to push the U.S. out of 
Asia, and is willing to let the U.S. join 
the international mechanisms it has 
proposed.

“Common development inside 
one international system” means the 
two countries can engage in limited 
competition inside the system, but the 
competition has to be partial, and must 
have a bottom line, not targeted at 
“eating up” each other.  China and the 
U.S. need to help each other to build 
mutual confidence.  Neither needs to 
worry that the other side may become 
the reason for its own failure.  That 
means China and the U.S. should seek 
effective cooperation, not only to realize 

mutual benefits, but also to jointly play a 
leadership role for the maintenance and 
reform of the system.

The debate in America on China 
strategy will not stop until the end of the 
general election in 2016, but outcomes 
of the debate may not necessarily be 
negative.  Even without such a debate, 
problems in Sino-U.S. relations are 
still there, and call for solutions.  Such 
a debate is actually also necessary in 
China.  And Chinese intellectuals in the 
field of strategic studies should actively 
pursue dialogue with their American 
counterparts.  Hopefully China and 
the U.S. can rebuild “mega consensus” 
through profound consultation and 
dialogue, and realize the mid- and long-
term stability of bilateral ties.♦
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civilian research institutes for 
international studies.  It is located 
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China’s Ministry of State Security 
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Committee of the Communist 
Party of China.
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Growth Segments Include
Medical, Railway and
Pharmaceutical Products

• Between the second quarters of 2014 
and 2015, optics/medical products, railway 
equipment and pharmaceutical products 
led in export gains. Global sales of food 
by-products (up 9 percent to $187 million), 
organic chemicals (up 98 percent to $30 
million), stone/plaster products (up 18 
percent to $78 million) and albumin/glue 
products (up 24 percent to $53 million, 
driven by Germany) also grew by more than 
$10 million.

• Exports of optic/medical products 
increased 5 percent overall. During this 
period, Taiwan (up 105 percent to $44 
million, eighth largest market), Japan (up 

13 percent to $119 million, third largest 
market) and Korea (up 23 percent to $49 
million, seventh largest market) had the 
largest growth. Leading growth segments 
included medical and surgical instruments 
(up 11 percent to $365 million, with strong 
growth to Japan), and other optic/medical 
products (up 19 percent to $104 million, 
with strong growth to Taiwan and Brazil).

• About 65 percent of the state’s sales of 
railway equipment (up 277 percent to $40 
million) consisted of railway freight cars 
(up to $26 million, from less than $30,000 
in the second quarter of 2014), of which 97 
percent were sold to Canada ($25 million).

• Pharmaceutical sales were up 53 

percent to $85 million and surged to many 
countries, including to the top markets: 
Germany (up 58 percent to $13 million), 
China (up 130 percent to $11 million) and 
the United Kingdom (up 244 percent). Key 
growth segments were blood products, 
bandages and other pharmaceuticals.

• Food by-products performed strongly 
in Mexico (up 150 percent to $50 million), 
Spain (up 4,023 percent to $5 million), and 
Latin American markets such as Colombia 
(up 2,540 percent to $13 million), Costa 
Rica (up 164 percent to $2 million) and 
Brazil (up 154 percent to $1.5 million). 
Soybean by-products (up 106 percent) and 
animal feeds (up 39 percent) were strong 

performing product segments.
• As a dominant market in these areas, 

Canada fueled the downward trends in 
exports of ores/slag/ash (down 84 percent 
overall to $18 million), vehicles (down 
14 percent overall to $403 million), and 
mineral fuels (down 50 percent overall to 
$21 million), although demand for these 
products grew in other countries.

• Mexico drove the 29 percent drop in 
cereals (to $50 million, as demand for corn 
plunged), while India drove the 43 percent 
drop in woodpulp (to $46 million, despite 
strong growth to Indonesia and Austria). ♦

Minnesota quarterly export stats
continued from page 1

Figure 2. Exports to Some Top 10 Markets Grow Strongly Despite Overall Decline, Second Quarter 2015

Figure 4. Growth in Seven of Top 10 Product Groups, Second Quarter 2015

Figure 3. Top Markets for 
Optics/Medical Goods

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is 
the most current resource available for 
tracking the state’s manufactured export 
trends and is prepared for the Minnesota 
Trade Office (MTO) by the Department of 
Employment and Economic Development’s 
(DEED) Economic Analysis Unit (Thu-Mai 
Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180). Since 2011, the 
quarterly and annual statistics reports have 
primarily covered export data based on 
the Harmonized Tariff System (Schedule 
B), collected by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce (USDOC) and distributed by the 
Global Trade Information Services. Reports 
are available on DEED’s website at “Export 
and Trade Statistics” (http://mn.gov/deed/
data/export-stats/).

Chinese Internet giant Baidu Inc has 
struck a deal with Microsoft Corp to make 
Baidu.com the default home page and 
search engine for the U.S. behemoth’s Edge 
browser in China, the companies announced 
in Seattle on Wednesday.

Baidu.com, which has more than 600 
million active users, will in return bring 
its search, video, cloud, and map apps to 
Microsoft’s Windows 10 software.

The partnership is set to make it easier 
for Baidu.com users to update to Windows 
10 and help the U.S. company gain more 
users for its new operating system.

“Windows 10 is innovative, user-
friendly and very promising in China,”  said 
Baidu’s president Zhang Yaqin, adding that 
he was glad to partner with Microsoft and 
jointly make it easier and more effective to 
obtain Web information for customers while 
using and upgrading Windows 10.

The operating system was launched 
globally in July.

Microsoft said it isn’t giving up on its 
own search engine, Bing, in China but with 
a negligible market share in the country it 
makes sense to play down Bing to promote 
its more popular Windows software, the 

Wall Street Journal quoted Danny Sullivan, 
founding editor of website Search Engine 
Land, as saying.

The newspaper cited the China Internet 

Network Information Center, saying more 
than 92 percent of Internet users in China 
have used Baidu for searching, while less 
than 2 percent use Bing. ♦

Baidu replaces 
Bing as Microsoft’s 
default search 
engine in China
By He Yini, China Daily, Sept. 24

Chinese Internet giant Baidu Inc has struck a deal with Microsoft Corp to make 
Baidu.com the default home page and search engine for the US behemoth's Edge 
browser in China. [Photo provided to chinadaily.com.cn]



Curator and critic Johnson Chang 
expertly presents a broad picture 
of three dominant yet competing 
contemporary art tendencies as a 
reflection of the true artistic climate 
in China. 

 This is an outsized book in every 
sense. Substantial in its physical 
dimensions, it brings together generous 
contributions from prominent writers 
on Chinese contemporary art, as 
well as fascinating accounts of 
individual objects and sustained 
projects. Much more than a catalog, 
this will be a significant reference 
for those interested in the cultural 
transformations and arguments of 
recent times in China.

At its origin and core is the singular 
life of Chang Tzong-Zung (aka 
Johnson Chang). A gifted mediator of 
culture and intellectual debates, Chang 
has operated in the guise of a curator 
and art dealer. His Hanart TZ galleries 
in Hong Kong (and formerly in Taipei) 
have been important venues for new 
Chinese art since the late 1980s, while 
the exhibitions he has curated with 
museums, foundations and universities 
have brought this work to a global 
public. A thinker and platform-builder 
as well as a commercial actor, few 
figures in the last 30 years have been 
more engaged with and influential in 
the interpretation of contemporary 
Chinese art and the construction of a 
durable market.

At the heart of this book are 
“100 Art Things” – also introduced 

as “Hanart 100: Idiosyncrasies” – a 
collection of objects that Chang has 
acquired as a collector cum dealer 
and retained for his own interest. 
In introducing these, he deploys a 
conceptual framework that is both 
poetic and plastic, with labels such 
as “The People,” “The Word” or 
“Mountains and Rivers.”Alongside 
large illustrations, each object elicits 
a brief reverie on recent Chinese 
history and culture. This not so much 
an argument as an investigation 
where specimens and evidence are 
introduced one after another as part of 
an emerging search for an intrinsically 
elusive truth. In some ways, this 
recalls the scholarly Aby Warburg’s 
unfinished “Mnemosyne Atlas” with 
its images from across European art. As 
with Warburg, one glimpses through 
these objects Chang’s intellectual 
and emotional journey, as well as the 
disparate and sometimes surprising 
ways that individual artworks are 
consequences of larger processes that 
shape social life.

While Chang eschews narrative and 
theory in the presentation of his 100 
art things, a more formal art historical 
frame is established by a dozen writers 
whose independent essays come 
before and after Chang’s collection. 
These loosely build an anthropological 
thesis that the artworld in China over 
the past few decades can be thought 
of as three-fold and parallel.

The first artworld is that of socialist 
art, developed as an extension of Party 

propaganda and – like many other 
institutions – built on Soviet Russian 
models. Providing the bedrock of 
education and institutional life, this 
artworld has not quite faded away 
and continues to sustain academic 
employment and official commissions. 
Under Chairman Xi, it has arguably 
been reinvigorated. 

Growing from and responding to 
it – and sometimes seen as a form 
of dissent – has been an artworld 
that takes Western modernism as 
its formal, critical and commercial 
model. International collectors of 
the resulting artworks have played 
an important role in underpinning 
the prestige and financial success 
of leading artists. The opposition of 
socialism and capitalism should not 
be overstated as the authors rightly 
suggest that these are but two views 
of modernity, both of which supplant 
tradition and monopolize subjectivity. 

And thus we are introduced to 
a third artworld that aspires to the 
continuation of Chinese traditional 
media, in particular ink painting. This 
has been a prominent trend among 
overseas Chinese communities for 
many decades, serving as a weak 
façade for identity politics. Chang 
takes the more ambitious view that 
this traditional artworld should be 
considered as a reservoir of alternative 
and critical approaches to subjectivity, 
contrasting with both Western 
modernism and Socialism.

Despite its scale, this account of 
Chang and his galleries has some 
lacunae. Before the mid-1990’s Chang 
operated an important branch in 
Taipei, the lifeblood of which was a 
stable of Taiwanese artists – including 
the sculptor Ju Ming. This local focus 
was also a feature of the Hong Kong 
branch, with strong representation 
of several generations of “modern 
ink” painters. The galleries were very 
involved in presenting the problems 
of identity that attended Taiwan’s 
chaotic democratic transition and 
Hong Kong’s uncomfortable return 
to China. While these themes are not 
taken up in the essays, some of the 
100 art objects refer to them. Chang 
has also richly explored these at other 
moments, not least in his advocacy for 
the idiosyncratic Hong Kong painter 
Luis Chan (1905-1995).

Another gap in the essays concerns 
contemporary censorship in China and 
the widespread acceptance by artworld 
actors of tight controls on expression. 
This might be said to be the largest 
remaining influence of the socialist 

artworld, and has served to channel 
the evolution of the modernist and 
traditional ones. 

And while some of the authors 
raise consumerism as a theme and 
feature of the artworlds in China, 
there is little detailed discussion of 
economics and how this has influenced 
artistic and curatorial decisions.

The third portion of the book 
– “8 Hanart Projects: 1989-2014” 
– brings together some the most 
important essays Chang has written 
during his career, including his widely 
circulated 1999 text on calligraphy and 
language, “Power of the Word.” His 
account of the “Yellow Box” project 
is also noteworthy as an experiment 
in reforming artistic presentations 
through the inspiration of the Chinese 
literati tradition of private gatherings 
and garden settings.

In the “projects” recorded here, 
one also finds Chang increasingly 
stepping out of the artworld and the 
gallery-museum nexus, with projects 
for cultural ritual and ceremony 
in everyday life. These on-going 
initiatives have been undertaken “on 
the ground” in Zhejiang, and have 
involved local communities and the 
training of artisans. The projects 
section concludes with the recent 
“West Heavens” and “Inter-Asia 
School” both of which investigate 
and compare the distinctive paths of 
modernity undertaken in China and 
India. While presented as an exchange, 
the focus of these latest projects had 
been to bring to China something of 
the criticality and diversity of Indian 
art and culture, even as there may have 
been a common origin in the calls for a 
non-Western path by Mao and Nehru.

Finally, one should acknowledge 
the considerable care taken in the 
production of this book. The texts 
are all bilingual and well edited. The 
design and printing are meticulous, 
with a very pleasant binding that opens 
flat and overcomes something of the 
cumbersome aspect of nearly 500 
large-format pages. It is a pleasure to 
have on the desk as much as on the 
coffee table.

Eric Wear has lived in Hong Kong, 
Shanghai and Bangkok since 1988. 
He taught design culture and theory 
in the School of Design, the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University. With 
Chuk-Kwan Ting he has a website on 
literati approaches to material culture: 
http://www.huancuitang.org/ ♦

Reprinted with permission from 
The Asian Review of Books
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US. China Business Connections 

presents:
 “China’s Economy in Transition: What It 

Means for You’

When:  Wednesday, Oct. 7, 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
Where:  International Market Square, Studio 185 (275 Mar-
ket St. Minneapolis)
Panelists:  Robert Oberlies, co-chair, China Practice at 
Fredrikson & Byron; Steve Dickinson, former co-chair of 
China practice at Fredrikson & Byron

This panel discussion will address the recent slowdown 
in China’s economy and changes in Chinese government 
policies, and how that will bring a variety of opportunities 
and pitfalls for U.S. businesses.  Get the latest information so 
you can make sound business decisions.  

Online registration at www.ucbc.org or call Jim at 612-865-6543.

MINNESOTA
TRADE OFFICE

presents:
 “NAFTA: Completing the 

Certificate of Origin”

When:  Wednesday, Oct. 28, 8 a.m.–2 p.m.
Where:  DEED Conference Center, 1st National Bank Bldg., 
332 Minnesota St.-Ste. E200 (2nd Fl. Skyway level), St. Paul
Fees:   $45 if registered by Oct. 26; $65 after Oct. 26
Presenter:  Respected international trade expert Bonnie 
Anderson, WTH International Services, LLC

Join us at this popular and information-packed seminar.  
Learn the basics, including how to:
• Understand the structure and classification of goods 
under the Harmonized System
• Correctly apply specific Rules of Origin and 
qualification process
• Accurately determine the NAFTA preference criterion
• Properly complete the NAFTA Certificate of Origin
• Maintain the required records

Register now. 
Contact: Barbara Mattson, International Trade Rep, Minnesota 
Trade Office, 651-259-7490; barbara.mattson@state.mn.us

Proceeds from event commemorating 
70th anniversary of the end of World 
War II to benefit ROC veteran services

When: 2-4 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 17
Where: The theater of St. Paul Student Center, University of Minnesota (2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul)
Cost:  $5/ticket

A concert and photo exhibition commemorating the 70th anniversary of the end of WWII in China is being 
held on Saturday, October at the St. Paul campus of the University of Minnesota.  
will be held at the theater of St. Paul Student Center of University of Minnesota (2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul, 
MN 55108) 2-4 p.m. on Saturday October 17, 2015.  The event is organized by the following local nonprofit 
community organizations: Minnesota Chinese Cultural Services Center, Chinese American Academic and 
Professional Association in Minnesota, Minnesota Chinese Veterans Association, Joyous Harmony Chorale 
and Minnesota Chinese Student Association.

Tickets can be purchased at the Twin Cities Chinese Language School (1030 University Ave., St. Paul, 
MN 55104), 9:30-11:30 a.m. on Saturdays, or by emailing Chen-Fu Liao (cliao@umn.edu) or Biing-Huei 
Su (bdsu2@mmm.com).  Proceeds from tcket sale will be donated to the veteran services organization in 
Taiwan, Republic of China.

UCBC
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