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Classified documents hidden 
somewhere?

Even though mainstream media had us all drowning in the great “stolen classified documents” cache down in 
Mar-a-Lago, China Insight won’t stoop so low. Plus, this has nothing to do with that. 

This collection (“Zizhi Tongjian,” Comprehensive Mirror in Aid of Governance) chronicles Chinese history from 
the Warring States to the five dynasties written by Chinese scholar Sima Guang, and is recommended reading 
by a history professor at the University of Minnesota – Duluth. Details, p. 6.

Arts & Culture

Happy Chinese New Year of the (water) 
rabbit!
By Elaine Dunn | January 2023

As of January 22, the lunar new year will 
be the Year of the Water Rabbit. The year 
of the what??! Never heard of it? You’re 
not alone.

We’re all familiar with the 12 animals 
(Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, 
Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and 
Pig) of the Chinee zodiac that is associated 
with each lunar year. But apparently, each 
of these animals is also paired with the five 

elements (earth, fire, metal, water and wood) 
in rotation, creating a 60-year rotation. 

Rabbits have a unique spot in Chinese 
folklore. There’s the Jade Rabbit: suppos-
edly the Jade Emperor disguises himself as 
a beggar to search for an animal to help him 
find the elixir of life. He came across a rab-
bit that jumped into the fire to provide food 
for the “beggar.” Impressed by the altruistic 
act, the emperor took the rabbit to the moon 
where they make the elixir of life to this day.

What did the past three regular Rabbit 
years bring? 1975 saw the Vietnam War 
come to an end. 1987 was the year President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet Premier Mikhail 
Gorbachev agreed it was time to bring down 
the Berlin Wall and reunite Germany, which 
happened three years later. The most recent 
Rabbit year, 2011, saw the release of “The 
Help,” an exposé of the lives of African 
American maids in the 1960s.

The last time there was a Water Rabbit 
year was 1963 – the year President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated. What will this 
Water Rabbit year bring? 

Some Chinese astrologers say 2023 will 
bring harmony, prosperity, luck and peace. 
Rabbit years bring lucky breaks, the water 
element of 2023 may bring major shifts in 
politics – “wake ups” for those at the top! 
For the rest of us, it will be a year of changes 
AND possibilities. 

For those born in the Rabbit year, the 
astrologers predict “a calm, measured life 
…” and cautioned to stay in your comfort 
zone and to avoid drastic, sudden changes. 
Australian scientist-turned-psychic Sarah 
Yip advised: Think back to your dreams 
from 2011 and bring them to life in 2023. 
Further, “2023 is the time to become a 
highly paid specialist, so hit the books and 
grow.” “Rabbit people” also should avoid 
risky investments and save up to meet un-
expected needs. Anything else? Yes, when 
it rains, it pours! More bad news for the 
Rabbit folks. Per China Travel’s website, 
if you were born in a Rabbit year, you may 
“suffer from nervous system disease this 

Continued on page 4
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YES you can visit our website, www.chinainsight.info, to read the 
latest issue, but did you know you can have ChinaInsight delivered 
directly to your email inbox?

A digital subscription is FREE and brings a full year (10 issues) 
of new understanding about today’s China, from language to 
business opportunities.
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Getting to know you . . . 
 Who are you? What articles do you enjoy reading? 
China Insight would like to ensure our content matches your interests. Please take a few minutes to complete this poll so we can update our 
reader demographics. For your time, the first 10 respondents each month will receive a free annual subscription to China Insight. Winners will 
be notified by email. 

Entry form 

 Please send me free China Insight for a year if I am one of the first 10 respondents this month 
The top two articles that interested me the most in this issue are: 

 Page  Article title  
 Page  Article title  
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 Other (please specify)     41 - 60  61 & up   Female 
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Where did you get this issue of China Insight?   
  

Name   
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One entry per month. Please return entry to: 
China Insight 750 Mainstreet, #230, Hopkins, MN 55343 
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Now that we have closed the books on 
2022, most of us hope that the New Year will 
not continue to be dominated by ongoing 
wars, economic upheavals and environmen-
tal disasters.  Although, no one can say what 
will happen in 2023, I don't see the point 
of worrying.  Many things are beyond our 
control. We can take care of our health and 
take preventive measures in that respect. As 
to climate catastrophes and World War III, 
not much can be done. We can try to help the 
planet, but humans, no matter what we think, 
cannot fix fires, hurricanes, weather, etc. 

In my humble opinion, it is a waste of 
time worrying about everything, as it only 
makes you feel worse, so as we prepare for 
Chinese New Year, plan to celebrate the 
upcoming holiday with family and friends.  
The Chinese community has already been 
busy planning for Chinese New Year that 
will occur on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2023.  We 
wish everyone “Gung Hey Fat Choi” as we 

prepare to celebrate the Year of the Rabbit.  
You can read more about the Year of the 
Rabbit on page 1 and how some in the com-
munity will be celebrating with events listed 
on the following pages of this month’s edi-
tion of China Insight. Mall of America and 
the Minnesota Orchestra will hold special 
celebrations, CAAM Chinese Dance The-
ater will be celebrating its 30th Anniversary 
and Phoenix Chinese Dance Academy will 
perform at the O’Shaughnessy. In addition, 
the Asia Mall in Eden Prairie will be holding 
a week-long Lunar New Year celebration 
from Jan. 16-22.

All of us at China Insight hope you will 
enjoy a great lunar New Year season. We 
wish everyone a healthy and prosperous 
2023.  As we resume our regular produc-
tion schedule, we begin our 22nd year of 
publishing and continue our mission of 
promoting cultural and business understand-
ing between China and the U.S. along with 

providing a bridge between the Chinese 
and American communities of the Twin 
Cities area.

We invite you to let us know how your 
own organization celebrated Chinese New 
Year by submitting a brief recap of your 
event along with any photos with captions.  
We also welcome anyone who wishes to 
comment and share their experience at 
an event they may have attended.  To be 
considered and included in the February 
issue, please submit your information to me 
at ghugh@chinainsight.info no later than 
Jan. 20, 2023.  We will try to accommodate 
events submitted after this deadline and will 
consider for our February issue.

In addition, on page 14, the Minnesota 
China Friendship Garden Society has an-
nounced its plan for Phase II and extends 
an invitation for you to become a Bridge 
Builder.

As always, we appreciate your support 
and wish all of you a healthy and prosperous 
Year of the Rabbit.

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
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Objection!

Disinformed or misinformed?

Home-grown first Size matters

COVID-19 policy change

China showed off its first home-grown 
passenger airliner early December 2022.  
The jet, manufactured by Shanghai-based 
state-owned aerospace manufacturer Com-
mercial Aircraft Corporation of China, was 
delivered to China Eastern Airlines.  The 
C919’s 15-minute flight marked a major 
milestone in China’s aviation history and 
added a new civil aviation aircraft to the 
world.

The narrow-body, single-aisle jet is de-
signed to compete with the Boeing 737 and 
Airbus A320.  There were 164 seats on the 
test flight (8 business, 156 economy), but 
the model is designed to accommodate from 
158 to 192 seats.  Flying range is 2,500-3450 
miles.  Before going into service, the aircraft 
will need to undergo 100 hours of empty 
aircraft test flights in major Chinese cities 
to test the aircraft’s safety, reliability and 

operational capabilities.  That is supposed 
to be completed in the spring of 2023 when 
it will be put into service.  Four additional 
C919a will be added to China Eastern’s fleet 
in the next two years.

For those of you who dislike the middle 
seat, take heart!  China Eastern has designed 
the middle seat in the C919 to be slightly 
wider than either aisle or window seats. ♦

Following recent protests and to ac-
commodate domestic travel during Chinese 
New Year, China had eased lockdowns and 
scrapped national COVID-19 tracking that 
had allowed the government to see who had 
visited pandemic hotspots.  Daily COVID 
reporting and mass PCR testing had also 
been scaled back.  People with mild symp-
toms or asymptomatic cases can self-isolate 
at home instead of in a government facility.

Outbreak preparedness in rural areas 
had also been beefed up: Top hospitals in 
the provinces’ rural areas are urged to step 
up vaccinations.  Each hospital is to have at 

least one doctor and two to three nurses per 
intensive care unit bed.  To help screen for 
infectious diseases, 47,000 “fever clinics” 
were opened, where long lines of people 
were seen waiting to be tested.

Meanwhile, the travel surge for Chinese 
New Year begins.  Approximately 3 billion 
trips are expected, an 80% of pre-pandemic 
level.  Some employers had prohibited em-
ployees from traveling during Chinese New 
Year the past two years, so it’s both with joy 
and trepidation these people are now plan-
ning to travel.  Joy because they get to go 
home and visit their relatives.  Trepidation 
because they may bring the virus to their 
relatives.

Despite the relaxed rules, streets remain 
empty in many major cities as people are 
still worried about contracting the corona-
virus.  And, health codes showing negative 
test result within the past 48 hours are still 
required for places such as schools, hospi-
tals, nursing homes and some restaurants.

The move to relax the zero-COVID 
policy may have come a little too late.  
Economists estimate the country’s economic 
growth will be well-short of the projected 
5.5% -- around 3%, one of the worst in 
almost half a century. ♦

Life does not get 
any easier for anyone 
in Hong Kong these 
days.  And, if you’re 
thinking of getting 
married, you’d (or 
your parents) better 
have deep pockets!  It 
can be literally “Till 
debt do you part!”

Hong Kong cou-
ples spent an aver-
age of US$49,445 on 
wedding expenses in 
2022, according to an 
e-commerce website 
that surveyed 1,226 
people with plans to 
wed between 2022 and 
2024.  At press time, 
29,000 weddings had 
taken place in Hong Kong in 2022.

Most couples who responded to the 
survey plan to spend less on banquets -- the 
costliest item -- by doing luncheons instead 
of dinners.  The average 2022 cost of the 
banquet was US$19,150.00, an increase of 
3% from a year ago.  The second big-ticket 
item was the ring.  Couples will splurge on 
those!  Most responded they were willing 
to spend approximately US$14,000 on rings 
and jewelry -- an increase of 17% from 2021 
– with most engagement rings consisting of 
one to two carats of diamonds.  Actually, the 
survey revealed most HK brides expect at 
least a one-carat stone or they might reject 
the proposal outright!  Harsh.

Wedding photography costs increased 
by 25%, to $3,200 – a bargain by U.S. stan-
dards!  In Hong Kong, most brides opt to 

rent their wedding gowns, both the western 
white gown AND the traditional Chinese 
red brocade cheongsam (qipao).  

And how much do HK wedding planners 
make?  Planners with 1-3 years’ experience 
can expect US$32,125 p.a.  A seasoned one 
with eight-plus years’ experience can earn 
up to US$54,351.00.  The average annual 
bonus was US$1,156.00.  So, most planners 
will have to fork over a year’s pay to cover 
their own wedding expenses.  And if you’re 
just starting out, it’ll take you at least one-
and-a-half years’ pay.  Ponder that!

For comparison: the average 2022 wed-
ding costs in the U.S.?  According to stilt.
com, the big day tab averaged $27,000.  
And in Minnesota, $21,485.  Massachusetts 
topped the list at $30,489, followed closely 
by New Jersey at $30,357. ♦

The Chinese government firmly op-
poses 36 new entities placed on the U.S. 
export control list.  A Ministry of Com-
merce spokesperson said China will “take 
necessary measures to firmly safeguard the 
legitimate rights and interests of Chinese 
companies and institutions.”  

The Chinese welcomed news of 25 enti-

There’s much talk of “disinformation” 
and “misinformation” on social media 
these days.  Given the difference between 
“disinformation” and “misinformation” is 
presence of intent, are we disinformed or 
misinformed in this case?  You be the judge.

Google has been accused of many 
things, but the latest charge from the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry lodged at the tech 
giant was it was spreading misinformation 
about Hong Kong’s national anthem.

Last November, the Hong Kong govern-
ment requested Google to display China’s 
“March of the Volunteers” as top search 
result when search terms “Hong Kong” 
and “national anthem” were used.  Google 
denied the request saying all search results 

were based on algorithms without human 
intervention. 

Hong Kong’s Chief Executive John 
Lee told reporters last month that “the 
national anthem in any country shows its 
legal status and also represents the country 
and people’s dignity and feelings “and that 
“A responsible company must deal with the 
incident seriously."  However, sentiment by 
the majority of Hong Kongers is, “Hong 
Kong is not China!”

So, until Google gets badgered into sub-
mission, “Glory to Hong Kong,” often as-
sociated with the 2019-2020 pro-democracy 
protests in Hong Kong, will still show up 
tops when search words “Hong Kong” and 
“national anthem” are inputted! ♦

ties being removed from the 
“unverified list,” but states 
the U.S. had “overstretched 
the concept of national se-
curity, abused export con-
trols … used state power 
to expand a crackdown on 
Chinese companies …” 
among other accusations.  
It claims the “entity list” 
disrupts normal economic 
and trade cooperation and 
affects the stability of global 
industrial and supply chains.  
The spokesperson also said 
export controls should not 
obstruct the rational use of 
scientific and technological 
achievements to promote 
development.

To the Chinese government, the “entity 
list” is an “erroneous practice.” ♦

(To help you form your own opinion, 
please read this month’s Point of View 
column, “The fevered anti-China attitude 
in Washington is going to backfire,” p. 10.)
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Curious John Lee-isms

Shortly after stepping into the chief 
executive of Hong Kong role in July, John 
K.C. Lee’s “peculiar lingo and logic,” as 
an Asia-based media website puts it, had 
caused some head-scratching.  They set 
about “cracking the code.”  Following are 
some of the common John Lee-isms:
•  Set results as the goal.  In his inaugura-
tion speech, Lee stated he would “set results 
as the goal” to solve societal problems.  A 
current affairs content commentator said the 
phrase is a “no-lose” philosophy meaning 

“whatever the result is, that is your target.”  
If that’s not the epitome of a politician’s 
line, I don’t know what is!  Try using that at 
your next performance review and see how 
far that gets you!
•  If you solve one problem a day, you’ll 
have 365 solved in a year.  Tongue-in-cheek 
netizens came back with, “He didn’t calcu-
late wrongly” and “If you create one prob-
lem a day, there will be 365 in a year.”  And 
then, what about Leap Year?  The website 
added,  “The political world is often filled 
with lies, so we appreciate this accurate and 
factual statement from Lee.”
•  I and we.  Apparently, Lee’s campaign 
team came up with the “I and we begin a 
new chapter together” slogan.  To say the 
least, the presence of “I” is redundant.  Also, 
turns out there’s a similar “I and we” thing 
going on in the mainland (“I and we are 
together”), which the mainlanders think the 
phrase possess “literary flair.”  Hah!  Hong 

Kongers was not as daft!  They just said the 
obvious: complicating the simple! 
•  We and us.  The redundant “I and we,” 
when translated into English, became “We 
and us!”  To be accurate, “我和我們” (wǒ 
hé wǒ men) when translated into English, 
should be “I and we.”  BUT … his team 

With The 
C h i n e s e  h e r i t a g e  f o u n d a t i o n

Celebrate
Chinese New Year 2023

Jan 21st 1-5pm @
L u c e  L i n e  B r e w i n g

12901  16th Ave  N ,  Plymouth,  MN

Fun for the whole family!
Chinese Dumpling demonstration,
medallion making, opera masks,

lanterns & more!

Do you know of an Asian family who 
may be struggling economically to put food 
on the table?  There’s a program sponsored 
by the City of Minneapolis for 13 families 
teach week to pick up two hot entrees and 
fruits on Wednesday evenings, 5-6 p.m., at 
Asian Media Access at 2418 Plymouth Ave. 
N., Minneapolis. 

Each week, qualified families are pro-
vided 3 meal boxes, regardless of family 

wanted to emphasize inclusiveness, there-
fore decided to use the plural pronoun twice 
to bring home the point.  Again, his plural-
istic society argument did not fly with the 
Hong Kongers.  A Facebook post told him 
to just admit his grammatical mistakes!”
•  Mother secondary school.  When asked 
about his religious belief, Lee responded 
he was Catholic, educated at his “mother 
secondary school” Wah Yan.  Since Wah Yan 
is an all-boys’ school, his mother couldn’t 
have attended it.  So, perhaps it was his 
grasp of the English language again because 
alma mater translates into “mother school” 
in Cantonese.
•  Supermoon with the sun, earth and 
moon aligned.  Come again?  On July 13, 
many Hong Kongers, including the new 
chief executive, observed the supermoon 
phenomenon.  Lee’s online post about 
seeing the supermoon after work used two 
hashtags: #sun, earth, moon and #aligned 
in a line.  Did Lee really see the alignment 
of the celestial objects?  The photo with his 
post only showed the bright moon.  Eagle 
eyes, plain BS, or drunk? ♦

Hot Asian meals for needy 
Asian families

Community

Arts & Culture

Year of the (water) rabbit!
Continued from page 1

year … The best way to solve this problem 
is to stay positive and keep a balanced diet.” 
“Your” year will consist of twists and turns, 
bringing surprises and bewilderment! 

From the feng shui-ers, 2023 represent 
continued instability and disorder. They say 
the Rabbit, while more agreeable and less 
fierce than a tiger, is as cunning as a fox. 
Those born in Rabbit years have the power-
ful backing of the tai sui (太歲, gods who 
directly oppose Jupiter). But it’s also a good, 
lucky year for all the other zodiac signs. 
According to the 2023 Year of the Rabbit 
Feng Shui Report, the year comes with “a 
gentleness that only a bunny can bring … 
this is the perfect time to remove everything 

you don’t absolutely love in your home and 
fill it with absolutely everything you do.”

After the challenges presented by the 
past few years, we can all do with what 
the Water Rabbit year promises: hope and 
prosperity -- a respite from the cold austere 
energies (to quote the Feng Shui Report). ♦

Related articles:
Chinese New Year: name and decorations, 
January 2022
Chinese New Year do’s and don’ts, Febru-
ary 2021
Auspicious snacks of Chinese New Year, 
January 2018

size.  And each family is supported for 
weekly pick-up for up to 4 weeks.

If in-
terested, 
register 
here. ♦

Locally created dance 
promotes cultural harmony

In response to the anti-Asian hate 
stemming from COVID-19’s origin, a few 
local groups got together to create a dance 
“drama” in hope of alleviating the incidents.

Asian Media Access, Pan Asian Arts Al-
liance, Unity Dance Company and guzheng 
musician Jarelle Barton collaborated on 
“Resonance.”  

The dance highlighted the pandemic’s 
impact on families and incorporated music 
composed by Barton that reflected his ex-
perience with COVID: “from just learning 
about COVID, not paying much attention, 
to realizing the disaster it created, to feel-
ing angry and frustration, then learning to 
adapt, and end with appreciation and hope 
for all of us.”

Twenty-two dancers employed tradi-
tional movements (twist, tilt, curve, stoop, 
lookup, turn, roll, etc.) to express “how 
pandemic progressed as virus evolved, along 
with sacrifices of many, to where we are 
now - a new normal.”

“Resonance” debuted last July.  And, 
thanks to funding from CDC Foundation, 
Diversity Council and Chinese American 

Chamber of Commerce-MN, it has since 
been performed in Anoka, Faribault, Itasca, 
Ramsey, and Rice counties.  If further 
funding allows, the show will continue its 
mission to spread vaccination messages 
throughout Minnesota.  

For  more  informat ion,  contac t 
amamedia@amamedia.org, 612-376-7715.♦

Dancers with Jarelle Barton on the guzheng

https://chinainsight.info/arts/1379-chinese-new-year-name-and-decorations.html
https://chinainsight.info/arts/1325-chinese-new-year-do-s-and-don-ts.html
https://chinainsight.info/food/1229-auspicious-snacks-of-chinese-new-year.html
https://forms.gle/otbw4gCphnPmtuQV7
mailto:amamedia%40amamedia.org?subject=
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Documentary “Revolution of Our Times” screened in 20 
cities, gives historical context to 2019 Hong Kong protests
By Elaine Dunn | December 2022

A movie banned in China and Hong 
Kong broke all box office records within 
14 days of its release in Taiwan. It became 
the highest grossing non-Taiwanese Chinese 
language film on the island. Then-President 
Tsai Ing-wen even tweeted her endorse-
ment of it. Not only that, many of Taiwan’s 
high-ranking officials also attended private 
screenings of the film.

The Hong Kong pro-democracy protests 
may have subsided, but its story will live 
on in a 152-minute, riveting documentary 
titled “Revolution of Our Times.” The title 
is taken from a popular slogan used during 
the 2019 protests, “Liberate Hong Kong, 
revolution of our times.”

Directed by award-winning Kiwi Chow 
(“Ten Years: Self Immolator”), the docu-
mentary just concluded its 20-city tour 
that began with an appearance at the 2021 
Cannes Film Festival as the “surprise docu-
mentary.”

The film covers months of major pro-

tests where millions of Hong Kongers took 
to the streets protesting the extradition bill 
that would erode their right to a transparent 
legal system established under British co-
lonial laws. (The bill, if passed, would have 
allowed the extradition of Hong Kongers to 
China for “political crimes.”) In addition 
to capturing significant events such as the 
assault on the Legislative Council Complex 
to the siege of the Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University, Chow also weaved in interviews 
with protesters and other Hong Kong resi-
dents. It documented what it was like in the 
“front lines” of the protests, the protesters’ 
struggle for freedom and democracy that 
proved to be one of the largest social move-
ments in the region in recent years!

The irony is that the documentary 
is banned in Hong Kong (and mainland 
China). The phrase, “liberate Hong Kong, 
revolution of our times” is deemed illegal 
under the National Security Law as it is 
“capable of inciting others to secession.”

Hong Kong was once known as “the 
Hollywood of the East.” It prided itself on 
the freedom of speech. But after the hando-
ver in 1997, Beijing has imposed more and 
more restrictions on personal freedom of the 
Hong Kongers. Incidents of films, music, art 
and press coverage being censored with in-
creased frequency in recent years indicated 
Hong Kong’s freedom is fast diminishing, 
and making the city feel more like China in 
many ways. 

Hong Kongers have been fighting for 
freedom and democracy for at least the 
past half-century. However, with Beijing’s 
increasing encroachment on Hong Kong’s 
autonomy and openly reneging on the “50 
years hands-off” agreement, Hong Kongers’ 
fight now against the strong arm of Beijing is 
ever more critical. Their resistance resonates 
with freedom lovers worldwide. Telling the 
story of this grassroots movement against 
oppression right as brutal beatings were 
taking place, rubber and real bullets were 
flying and water cannons were blasting away 

is quite remarkable. The on-the-ground 
footage even captured protesters dying -- 
including one being shot point-blank in the 
chest – emphasized how protesters in this 
leaderless movement acted and reacted on 
the fly. 

The film crew followed seven teams 
of protesters around for months, each with 
different stories and perspectives. The 
protesters self-organized themselves into 
groups such as the Valiants, the Shield Men, 
the Smoke Controllers, the Map Team and 
the Driving Team, and employed gaming 
tactics in strategy and communication. Their 
stories painted a comprehensive picture of 
a versatile movement.

Chow’s “Revolution of Our Times” won 

countless awards at international film festi-
vals, and serve to inspire many to continue 
their fight, especially those who fled Hong 
Kong after 2019. A Hong Konger now living 
in the UK said, “To continue the spirit of the 
protests is important ‘so the world and those 
remaining in the city can see that overseas 
Hong Kongers will carry on their fight even 
though we are far away.’”

Chow feels “every single participant is 
a brave soul. Masked demonstrators on the 
front line are allowed to speak their mind 
through the medium of a documentary. The 
audience is unable to see their faces, but they 
can enter their hearts and allow the protes-

tors to present their brave, yet fragile souls.
“In 2019, the Hong Kong people re-

belled against the proposed extradition bill 
to amend the ‘Fugitive Offenders Ordi-
nance.’ And in 2020, the regime replaced it 
with the more dire ‘National Security Law.’ 
Living under fear, the interviewees had to 
wear face masks, the production staff had to 
remain anonymous, and we will have to live 
with the fact that this documentary cannot 
be screened publicly in Hong Kong due to 
heavy monitoring by the government.

“We have lost contact with some of 
the interviewees in the film, some went 
into exile, and some are serving sentences 
in prison. The people of Hong Kong have 
indeed given up a lot during this tumultu-
ous period. And as a film director, it is my 
responsibility to take the risks and document 
the resistance.”

One young protester’s reason for par-
ticipating in the protest said it all, “I did 
these things because I wanted to tell the 
government that Hong Kongers will not be 
silenced because of money or oppression. I 
will not let anyone rob me of my freedom. 
I will not let anyone take away my freedom 
of thought. I will not let anyone take away 
my free will.”

The Wash., D.C.-based Hong Kong 
Democracy Council, whose mission is 
to “build, empower, and strengthen the 
diasporic network of Hong Kongers in the 
U.S.,” hosted public screenings to create 
awareness of the struggle for freedom of 
Hong Kongers. In addition to Taiwan and 
Cannes, the documentary had also been 
shown in Australia, Canada and the UK. In 
the U.S., the film was screened in Boston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, New York San Fran-
cisco, Seattle and Washington, D.C.

As Chow said, “It was not the times 
that chose us, but we chose to change the 
times.”♦

Tweet from then-President Tsai Ing-wen

Banner amidst protesters
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Asians in America: dialog with Qiang Fang, 
professor of East Asian History, UM-Duluth
Source: Chang Wang | Kingsfield Law Office | December 2022

"A Nation of Immigrants"* is a biweekly 
talk show featuring the lives of U.S. immi-
grants, knowledge, diversity and inclusion. 
This program was created by Kingsfield 
Law Office in collaboration with ThinkTech 
Hawaii. Every other week, "A Nation of Im-
migrants" will be broadcast live on multiple 
local channels in Hawaii and streamed on 
www./thinktechhawaii.com and major in-
ternet platforms. The host of "A Nation of 
Immigrants" is Chang WANG, partner of 
Kingsfield Law Office. 

Chang WANG (CW): Aloha, good morn-
ing, good afternoon, or good evening. “You 
can go to live in France, but you cannot 
become a Frenchman. You can go to live in 
Germany or Turkey or Japan, but you cannot 
become a German, a Turk, or a Japanese. 
But anyone, from any corner of the Earth, 
can come to live in America and become an 
American." Welcome back to “A Nation of 
Immigrants,” a biweekly talk show featuring 
the lives of immigrants, knowledge, cultural 
diversity, and inclusion. 

In 1958, then U.S. Senator JFK pub-
lished “A Nation of Immigrants.” He 
proposed liberalizing the immigration 
law based on his argument that the United 
States is a nation whose population is pre-
dominantly made up of non-native people, 
immigrants, and refugees. 

Following are excerpts of the recent 
interview with Qiang FANG, professor of 
East Asian History at the University of Min-
nesota Duluth. FANG received his Ph.D. in 
history at the State University of New York, 
Buffalo. He’s the current president of the 
Association of Chinese Professors in Social 
Sciences (ACPSS).

History repeats itself

CW: You are an expert in Chinese history 
and specialize in legal history in China. 
I remember you told me you came to the 
United States in the year 2000, the same year 
I came to this country. Could you share with 
us your immigration adventure?

FANG: Thank you for the invitation again, 
for this chance to talk on the programme.

I came to the United States in 2000 as 
a doctoral student. Coming to study in the 
United States has been a long dream for me. 
I think most students in the 1980s cherished 
the dream to come to the United States 
-- the most powerful country, and it still is. 
The biggest reason I went to the University 
of Buffalo (UB) is I got a full scholarship 

for five years from them. Their application 
fees were also the lowest. They were very 
impressed with my experience as a worker, a 
businessman, and also a journalist. I applied 
to UB to study American history because 
my master’s degree in China is in American 
Diplomatic History. And I'm a specialist 
on Woodrow Wilson, the 28th president of 
America, and his foreign policy towards 
China and Mexico in World War I. My 
destination advisor, Professor Roger Des 
Forges, is a specialist on Chinese Ming and 
Qing periods. He encouraged me to change 
my major to Chinese history. Then I thought 
about Chinese legal history. That's why I 
shift my major. I love that major and new 
direction. I published an article on Chinese 
law in 2002, just two years after I arrived 
[in the US]. Later, I published several books 
around that topic. After I graduated in 2006, 
I worked temporarily at a university in 
southern Missouri. I came to UMD in 2008.

 
CW: We're very lucky to have you at the 
University of Minnesota. Your research is 
so interesting. There are not many scholars 
or researchers in the west specializing in 
Chinese legal history -- I can probably name 
less than 10 -- it's a highly specialized area. 
Do you think it’s a very well-established 
discipline, or is it still developing?

FANG: I think you're right. There were 
a few American scholars specializing in 
Chinese legal history, and that's why I was 
stepping into this field. The legal history 
of China remains a very popular field in 
the United States and also in China. The 
reason I like this is probably because of a 
research grant I got. As a doctorate in history 
major, the scholarship was not very high 
compared to engineering or biochemistry 
students. I didn't have any money in the 
summer, but my advisor and I applied for a 
joint program - like a grant - from the law 
school at the University of Buffalo. Because 
the grant came from the law school, it was 
the beginning of my research on Chinese 
law. I decided to write my dissertation on 
the Chinese petition system (in Chinese it is 
called “shang fang”). That's my first book, 
“Chinese Complaint Systems: Natural Re-
sistance,” published in 2013. I spent almost 
10 years on that book. 

CW: It's fascinating. The petition system 
is very hard to explain to a western audi-
ence. It’s part of the current administrative 
system and has unique characteristics, and 
has a long historical background. Anyway, 
my favorite historians, Professors John King 
Fairbank and Jerome Cohen at NYU, China 
Studies experts in the United States, have the 
impression that Chinese legal history has 
been penal and administrative in nature, and 
developed very little civil and commercial 
law. Would you agree?

FANG: I think that's the argument first made 
by a historian at Cambridge University, I 
forgot his name. In his book, “Science and 
Civilization in China,” I think that's the 
book ... Joseph Needham, yeah. He argued 
that Chinese law is kind of a penal law, just 
includes punishment. His argument has been 
criticized by some other legal historians. 
They argue that Chinese law in the dynasties 
also contained civil law, not just penal law. 
They give some examples and well-sourced 
arguments on that. I was influenced pretty 

much by those arguments, but my field is 
a little bit different from theirs. Mostly my 
research, for example, like the Chinese peti-
tion system and also Chinese law and power, 
that's intertwined with their arguments … 
Chinese legal history is fascinating and not 
as simple as some historians like Joseph 
Needham have argued.

CW: Let's change gear a little bit. I un-
derstand you are leading a new research 
program - Chinese in Minnesota. Please tell 
us why you want to do a research project on 
Chinese in Minnesota?

FANG: This project came to my attention 
in probably 2017 when I was the editor of 
Historical Record of Chinese Americans, 
an online collection. After editing articles 
on Chinese Americans, I want to write a 
book on Chinese Minnesotans. I read a book 
published in the early 1990s on Chinese 
Minnesotans. But compared to today, that 
book is outdated. Because it covered only 
Chinese students from the early 1900s to 
the late 1980s. And most of those Chinese 
came to America before 1990 came from 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and some other 
Chinese-speaking regions, like Indonesia in 
Southeast Asia. After 1978, China opened 
its door to the west again. Since then, more 
and more Chinese from mainland China, 
like us, came here first to study, and then 
stayed and settled our families and raise 
our children and worked here, and made 
Minnesota our home. So how about those 
Chinese? I think there are probably more 
than 45,000 Chinese Minnesotans, and 
maybe the majority of them are people like 
us. Who's going to write their history, about 
their stories of study, work, settling down, 
and raising families in Minnesota? That's 
why I proposed that book project on Chinese 
Minnesota. I'm still applying for a grant 
from Minnesota Historical Society, but the 
project is still under review. After the grant 
is approved, I will start.

CW: Minnesota is getting well-known for 
some not-just-too-good reasons, but the 
people in Minnesota, particularly the first- 
and second-generation Chinese, either from 
the mainland or elsewhere, have become 
part of the Minnesota cultural landscape. 
And please definitely include yourself in 
this book, because you are one of the very 
pioneers to teach and research Chinese 
history in the state of Minnesota, and that's 
definitely worth noting. 

Now, a quick question for you. If time 
travel permits and you can travel back to one 
of the dynasties in Chinese history, which 
dynasty would you like to travel to and be 
settled there? Not coming back. You have to 
become a resident of that dynasty.

FANG: I think that will be a tragedy for me 
as far as my research tells me. My first book 
covers about 2,000 years of the Chinese 
petition system, from as early as the Zhou 
Dynasty until today. But after I finished 
that book, my heart tends to be very cold, 
and my mood tend to be very pessimistic. 
Because for about 2,000 years, it seems 
that those petitioners in different dynasties, 
their stories are almost the same. If you go 
back to the Han Dynasty, you can find those 
petitioners kneeling down to the emperor. 
And if you go back to 2010 or even today, 
some petitioners are still kneeling down in 

front of official buildings. In that regard, I 
think the history of those petitioners and 
also of the political system in China has not 
changed much. If I have a choice, I would 
not go to any of them!

CW: I understand. That's a super smart 
answer. And I totally agree with the impli-
cations. There were a couple of historians, 
Professors Jin Guantao and Liu Qingfeng, 
who concluded that Chinese history is an 
ultra-stable system. And as you just said, for 
thousands of years, history repeated itself 
and has very little change. So now let's take 
a broader view - not only Chinese history 
but world history as well. I'm going to share 
with you three of my favorite quotes about 
history and I want to hear your comments 
on these quotations. 

The first one is from Benedetto Croce, 
an Italian historian. He said, “All history is 
contemporary history.” The second one is 
from George Orwell, the British novelist, 
“Who controls the past controls the future, 
who controls the present controls the past.” 
Those two quotes are about narrative and 
postmodernism - history is narrative and 
can be changed or rewritten. But the last 
and my favorite quote is contemporary, 
and very pessimistic, unfortunately. It said 
“Those who do not study history are doomed 
to repeat it, yet those who do study history 
are doomed to stand by helplessly while 
everyone else repeats it.” So, I am eager 
to hear your comments on these general 
generalizations of history.

FANG: I think those comments are genius. 
People who have not known too much about 
history were not to make those comments. 
I like all the comments and I totally agree 
with them. And like “Who don’t know his-
tory are doomed to repeat it,” that's true. I 
think Emperor Tang Taizong, the second 
emperor of the Tang Dynasty, once made a 
metaphor that history is a mirror. There are 
three mirrors and history is one of them. 
Because studying history allows a person to 
understand and know better about the fall 
and rise of a dynasty. His metaphor is very 
popular in China, but those dynasties still 
have not changed.

CW: Exactly.

FANG: The reason I think conscientious 
historians, maybe I'm one of them and 
I hope I'm one of them, understand the 
problem of history, but we have no power. 
Because rulers who have power probably 
don't have much interest in history, or those 
politicians or rulers do have interests in his-
tory - like Mao Zedong, for example, who 
liked reading history such as Sima Guang’s 
“A Comprehensive Mirror in Assisting 
Governance” many times, but tend to forget 
history and disregard those lessons in history 
when they are facing the real and practical 
decisions or problems. That’s why history 
will repeat itself. 

CW: History repeats itself, and we learn 
from history that we do not learn fromhis-
tory. 

We don't want to end our interview on 
a pessimistic note, and I'd like to get to 
the lighter topic. When was your last time 
in China? How long you have been away 
from there?

FANG: The last time I went back was in 
2019 with my family. We visited the tomb 
of my late father, who died in 2018. Since 
then, because of the pandemic, we have not 
been able to go back. But once China is open 
to other countries again, I probably will go 

Continued on page 7

Qiang FANG 

https://kingsfieldlawoffice.com/a-nation-of-immigrants/
https://kingsfieldlawoffice.com/a-nation-of-immigrants/
https://thinktechhawaii.com/
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Continued from page 6
back to see my mother at least.

CW: So you haven’t seen your mom for a few years? 

FANG: Yeah. For three or almost four years.

CW: I'm so sorry. Just think about it, there are millions 
of Chinese living outside the mainland. And because of 
the pandemic policy in the past few years, most people 
have never had a chance to see their loved ones, their 
family, and their friends. And some of them even didn't 
have a chance to see them for the last time and their 
family member passed away. It's just such a tragedy. 

We normally conclude our interview with two 
general questions. Question one is, if you're giving 
some advice to a younger you in your early 20s, what 
would you say? If you are able to meet a 21-year-old 
FANG, what would you say to yourself? 

FANG: That's really a nice question. I think the best 
advice I could give to them is to study harder and stick 
to one discipline as much as they can. They don't need 
to be like me, as I have changed my major five times. 

CW: I learned from you because you are interdis-
ciplinary. And probably the reason you have certain 
accomplishments as a scholar is that you change your 
discipline a couple of times.

FANG: I know. But that’s only me who can witness 
and also experience. That's why when I was in gradu-
ate school in China, another fellow student told me, 
“Wow, you have had very rich experience, I would 
like to be like you.” But I told him, “If we just change 
to each other, then probably you would never want to 
live in my life.” 

CW: I agree. It’s not a copybook. It's one person’s 

career path. Life stories cannot be duplicated in any 
way, and everybody is unique. 

Final question: any books, particularly history 
books or history movies you are enjoying and you 
would recommend to our audience?

FANG: For the history book, I think the best book I 
would like to read again and again and also, I'd like 
to recommend is still Sima Guang’s “Zizhi Tongjian” 
(Comprehensive Mirror in Aid of Governance). It’s 
comprehensive and is a mirror in assisting governance. 
That's a book I have read several times and still love it. 
When I have time, I want to read it again. The biggest 
merit or credit of that book is the pragmatism of that 
book. It has a connection to the past and to the present. 
If you want to use history as a mirror, to give a lesson 
to the present people, I think I'm still impressed and 
also am still influenced by that book even now. And 
in all my research, I don't want to write a history book 
simply on a period in the past, what I want is to write 
a book to look into the future. 

CW: Definitely. A most outstanding recommendation. 
It's heavy lifting though. It's a very thick book. I would 
recommend Professor Jonathan Spence, his Chinese 
history books are much more entertaining, but obvi-
ously, they are not as serious as Sima Guang’s “Zizhi 
Tongjian.” But I appreciate your recommendation. 

You can watch the entire interview and others, 
including China Insight publisher Greg Hugh “Be in 
Harmony, yet be Different”, in the series here. ♦

*“A Nation of Immigrants” hosted by Chang Wang 
was one of the winners of 2022 ThinkTech Family 
Awards and was awarded the “Show of the Year.”

https://kingsfieldlawoffice.com/episode-4-haiyan-wang-assistant-director-university-of-minnesota-china-center/
https://thinktechhawaii.com/greg-hugh-china-insight-a-nation-of-immigrants/
https://thinktechhawaii.com/greg-hugh-china-insight-a-nation-of-immigrants/
https://kingsfieldlawoffice.com/a-nation-of-immigrants-named-show-of-the-year/
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Dong Kuan（侗款）– solid foundation for harmony in the 
Chinese Dong community, Part 2
By Yang Lingling, Bu Aihua | The Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage at Huaihua University

In Part 1, which appeared in the Nov-
Dec 2022 issue, Dong Kuan formation, or-
ganization and components were discussed. 
This month’s article explains the various 
aspects of the Kuan statutes.

Kuan statutes
To regulate Dong people's behaviors in 

the community, Kuan organizations would 
make a series of rules and regulations, 
generally known as Kuan Statutes. Dong 
people previously regarded Kuan Statutes 
as the supreme folk law in Dong communi-
ties. Kuan Statutes involved various aspects 
such as general agreements, ethnic origins, 
regionalism, going to battle, heroes, genesis, 
customs, inviting the gods, rituals, etc. Once 
a Kuan Statute was made, it would be carved 
into a stone monument, erected at the Kuan 
Site by Dong organization to make clear the 
stability and permanency. 

(1) General agreements: concerning some 
basic rules and regulations on the moral 
behaviors of Dong communities, including 
such three principle parts as Six Provisions 
of Heavy Punishment, Six Provisions of 
Light Punishment, and Six Rules of Mo-
rality and Social Etiquette. Six Provisions 
of Heavy Punishment were mostly used 
for some serious misconducts, and the of-
fenders would be generally imposed death 
penalties by drowning in a pond, being 
buried alive, or killed; Six Provisions of 
Light Punishmentwere for some less serious 
misconducts, and the offenders would be 
punished by being fined or made to ring a 
gong around the Dong community to show 
their repentance;Six Rules of Morality and 
Social Etiquette were som general require-
ments for daily behaviors and etiquette 
to urge Dong people to follow the rules, 
handle matters impartially, avoid disputes 
and promote collaboration, mutual respect 
and harmony in Dong communities. Those 
who failed to abide by the rules would be 
generally exhorted.

(2) Ethnic origins: giving an account of 
Dong origin, such as on the Origin of Man, 
on the Branches of Dong Clans, on the 
Settlement of Dong Ancestors, etc.

(3) Regionalism: describing the geographi-
cal boundaries of Kuan organizations, which 

detailed the geographic range of different 
Kuan organizations along Hunan, Guizhou 
and Guangxi provinces.

(4) Going to battle: the oath of Dong alli-
ance to resist external violence and invasion 
and inspire Dong people to make a con-
certed effort to protect Dong communities 
and heroically fight against violence and 
invasion.
 
(5) Heroes: glorifying and remembering the 
historical heroes of Dong ethnic groups, re-
counting the hero's achievements and battle 
history with a rich biographical color. The 
famous heroes include Sa-yeon1 and King 
Wu Mian2, etc.

 (6) Genesis: narrating the origin of every-
thing in the world, such as The Origin of 
Heaven and Earth, Mountains and Rivers, 
The Origin of Cows,The Origin of Hogs etc.

(7) Customs: introducing the history of cus-
toms and traditions of Dong ethnic groups, 
such as Marriage of Men and Women with 
the Same Surname, Restoration of Ancestral 
Customary Regulations and Rules, etc.
(8) Inviting the gods: inviting the gods to 
participate in the consultation of Kuan and 
witness the settlement of Kuan to strengthen 
the standardization and the authority of 
Kuan during the Kuan ritual ceremonies by 
Kuan organizations.

(9) Rituals in two parts: a eulogy and see-
ing the god off. Eulogy,a complimentary 
address for the death of the clan's elder, 
condolences to the deceased, and comforts 
to the family and relatives, wishing the dead 
happiness in heaven at the funeral. Seeing 
god off refers to worshipping and asking god 
to return to their positions at the end of the 
funeral, wishing god to protect them forever, 
blessing a harmonious and prosperous Dong 
community. At the same time, urge the clan 
people to remember the ancestral rules, 
regulations and moral and ethical customsto 
achieve harmony and prosperity in Dong 
community. 

Kuan lyrics
Kuan lyrics were the words in Dong 

oral language chanted by Kuan chiefs when 
Kuan organizations gave orders, released 

rules and regulations, or preached Kuan 
Statues, etc., at the Kuan sites. For example, 
as Dong people did not have a written 
language in the past, Kuan chiefs chanted 
Kuan Statues in Kuan lyrics to help Dong 
people memorize, understand and follow 
them during the gatherings at the local Kuan 
site. In order to help Dong people memorize 
and follow each Kuan statute, Kuan chiefs 
kept processing and refining Kuan Statutes 
and gradually turned them into a kind of 
oral literature with a strong sense of rhythm 
and rhyme. With the continuous changes in 
society and culture, Kuan lyrics gradually 
evolved into a unique literary genre. Kuan 
lyrics covered almost every aspect of Dong 
people's social life, such as the history of 

Dong people, the origin of various customs 
and habits, glorifying and remembering the 
heroic figures, 
and the bless-
ings of Dong 
people in their 
d a i l y  c o m -
munications. 
Kuan lyrics 
followed live-
ly forms, but 
with no fixed 
rhyme. T he 
l i n e s  w e r e 
mainly short 
and simple, 
usually with 
three or four 
syllables, but 
s o m e t i m e s 
w i t h  m o r e 
than 10. The 
above and the following lines were gener-
ally in antithesis and parallelism, sonorous 
and powerful, with a strong, catchyrhythm. 
For example,

父不教子父之过，
子之罪过父承担。
亲戚离远难看望，
远水救不得近火。
(It means: To feed without educating, 

the father should be responsible for his son’s 
crime. Better good neighbors near than rela-
tions far away. A slow remedy cannot meet 
an emergency.)

Kuan organizations held regular gath-
erings among villagers at Kuan site for all 

A Dong Kuan Statute stone monument 
erected at the Kuan site of a Dong village 
--- photo from sohu.com

Dong people were gathering at the Kuan Site to warship "Sa-yeon" --- photo from w1688.org

significant events, where Kuan chiefs would 
preach and explain Kuan lyrics. The grand 
and solemn scene gives people a sense of 
majesty and mystery. The rhythm of the 
chanting varied from fast to slow, with the 
tone up and down. The audience listened in 
fascination while the chief chanted in great 
pleasure. The long lines of the lyrics would 
be divided into sections, and the audience 
would respond with a "yes" after a verse, 
thus, creating active interaction.

 Kuan chief was preaching Kuan lyrics 
to the clan members at the Kuan Site in a 
Dong village of Tongdao Dong Autonomous 
County --- photo from image.baidu.com

Dong Kuan satisfies Dong people's 
need for social order and conveys their life 
expectations. Like a strong centripetal force, 
it had naturally become a way to unite Dong 
ethnic groups, to maintain internal harmony 
and stability, and to strengthen defenses 
against external enemies and invasions in 
the past. Nowadays, Dong Kuan still influ-
ences Dong lives and plays a subtle role 
in building the harmony and prosperity of 
Dong communities. ♦

Notes:
1. Sa-yeon: a heroine in the history of 

Dong ethnic groups and the goddess of 
Dong people. She is believed to be powerful 
to dominate everything on earth, ensuring 
the safety of Dong villages, the peace of 
Dong people, the prosperity of the live-
stock, etc.

2. Wu Mian (1334~1385): the head led 
Dong people to resist the tyranny of the 
Ming Dynasty and external invasion, also 
known as the WuMian Uprising in Ming 
Dynasty. He was honored as King Mian by 
Dong people.

Yang Lingling is an assistant 
professor at the Foreign Language 
School of Huaihua University in Hunan 
Province, China. Her research interests 
cover second language education and 
cross-culture study.

Professor Bu Aihua is the head 
of the International Office, Centre 
for Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan 
Exchange and the dean of the Interna-
tional School of Huaihua University 
in China. Her major research interests 
cover translation and dissemination of 
traditional

Kuan chief was preaching Kuan lyrics to the clan members at the Kuan 
Site in a Dong village of Tongdao Dong Autonomous County --- photo 
from image.baidu.com
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“Chinese Dreams in Romantic England: The Life and 
Times of Thomas Manning” by Edward Weech
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2023.

The protagonist of this book deserves to 
be much better known than he is.  When we 
think of great early western scholars of Asia, 
Thomas Manning’s name does not come up 
in the same sentence as William Jones or 
Champollion.  Yet Thomas Manning pur-
sued fame with relentless self-confidence 
and energy. In the end, fame didn’t so much 
elude him as cease to interest him.

As a young man, Manning set himself an 
especially challenging life goal, to become 
Britain’s first sinologist.  No one in Britain 
spoke Chinese, nor were any books or manu-
als available.  The Macartney embassy of 
1793 to the Qianlong emperor had relied 
on Chinese Catholics from the Vatican for 
interpretation, requiring the English to speak 
Latin.  The Continent, at the time, seemed 
to be the seat of sciences.  So, taking ad-
vantage of the short-lived peace between 
Britain and Napoleon’s France, Manning 
traveled to Paris, where he reveled in the 
intellectual and social brilliance of French 
society.  He met Chateaubriand, but no one 
who could teach him Chinese.  Finally, he 
convinced the East India Company to send 
him to Guangzhou.

The China of Manning’s day was delib-
erately closed to foreign inquiry.  It was for-
bidden for Chinese to teach their language 
to the few foreigners crowded in Whampoa, 
near Guangzhou.  Voyages to the interior 
were forbidden.  China’s unwillingness to 
open up was based on sound policy.  The 
Giaqing Emperor knew just how Britain’s 
trading ports in India had metathesized into 
colonial conquests.  Manning sympathized 
with the Chinese, as he had a radical streak, 
favorable to the American and French Revo-
lutions, and critical of Britain’s exploitation 
of India.  But this same radical streak made 
him constitutionally impatient with the even 
more protocol-minded Chinese.  He kept im-
portuning the mandarins for special permis-
sion to go to Beijing, but never succeeded.

Europeans were in the process of re-
evaluating China.  Previous generations, 
imbued with the ideas of the Enlighten-

ment, saw China as an ideal state ruled by 
a philosopher king.  Manning’s enthusiasm 
for China reflected the temperament of the 
Romantics, who appreciated foreign cul-
tures as all equally valid expressions of our 
essential humanity.  Yet Manning’s increas-
ingly utilitarian contemporaries saw Asian 
civilizations as obstacles to progress.  The 
important people around him could only dis-
approve of his approach to studying China, 
which included growing an unfashionable 
beard and dressing in robes.

Any success Manning achieved reflected 
his charm, his academic accomplishments 
and his great intelligence.  Manning counted 
in his circle of friends Charles Lamb, 
George Staunton, Stanford Raffles and Alex-
ander Hamilton (the Sanskritist).  He is the 
only person to have met both the Dalai Lama 
and Napoleon.  He was eventually named 
an interpreter for the Amherst Embassy to 
Beijing, in 1816.

Yet Manning’s actual engagement with 
China, despite his excellent intellectual cre-
dentials, proved to be a bit of a damp squib.  
A casual friendship in Penang, a troubled 
relationship with a Chinese Catholic, invita-
tions to the banquets of Puankhequa, the fa-
mous comprador, even being chased by the 
infamous woman pirate Shi Yang, none of 
these experiences seemed to have matured 
Manning’s thoughts about China enough 
to inspire him to produce a magnum opus.

In fact in his lifetime, he published very 
little.  His youthful passion and ambition 
seem to have been consumed by the effort 
of penetrating forbidding China.  After the 
failure of the Amherst Embassy, which left 
Beijing on the day of its arrival, his ship-
wreck off of Borneo, and a lengthy return 
to England via Saint Helena (where he met 
Napoleon), he avoided the limelight, refused 
a position with the newly formed Royal 
Asiatic Society, and seemed content merely 
to dine out with affable friends.  It was an as-
tonishing anticlimax to an adventurous life.

As his own illustrious circle of friends 
died out, Manning’s accomplishments were 

forgotten.  Only in 2015 did the Royal 
Asiatic Society acquire Manning’s papers, 
enabling the society’s librarian, Edward 
Weech to write this first, full biography.  
Readers will find a genial mix of erudition 
on Weech’s part, who is at home in the 
Anglican parishes of Norfolk, the salons 
of Paris, and the trading houses of Penang 
and Whampoa.  Jane Austen or Anthony 
Trollope could not have invented a more 
colorful personage, whose story is engag-
ingly retold here. ♦
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The fevered anti-China attitude in 
Washington is going to backfire
America has embarked on a difficult challenge: reversing decades of 
technological integration with China without damaging the U.S. economy or 
antagonizing allies.  Unfortunately, the U.S. is going too far.
Source: Jon Bateman | Politico | Dec. 15, 2022

With little fanfare or public debate, 
America has embarked on one of its most 
difficult and dangerous international chal-
lenges since the Cold War. The task: revers-
ing decades of economic and technological 
integration with its chief rival, China.

This technological decoupling, if done 
selectively, will help to preserve America’s 
military edge, protect key U.S. industries 
from unfair competition, and push back on 
Beijing’s human rights abuses. But if decou-
pling goes too far, it will drag down the U.S. 
economy, drive away allies, stymie efforts 
to address global crises like climate change, 
and increase the odds of a catastrophic war.

Balancing these grave risks is a high-
wire act for U.S. leaders, but unfortunately, 
their policies have begun to teeter toward 
excess. Hawkish figures in the Biden ad-
ministration, in Congress and in the foreign 
policy establishment who seek to lunge 
further and faster toward decoupling are 
leading the country’s current approach. This 
“restrictionist” camp is unfailingly confident 
in anti-China measures like sanctions and 
blacklists. Its rising influence can be seen in 
proposals for open-ended investment con-
trols and extraordinary financial sanctions. 
Most recently, the White House spearheaded 
new export controls on semiconductors and 
chip-making equipment, the boldest U.S. 
leap toward decoupling so far.

Restrictions on Chinese technology 
make sense when they match the scale of 
specific threats and buy time for America to 

bolster its own tech base. But Washington 
seems intent on a grander crusade — to 
hobble China at a fundamental level — with 
little regard for the risks to global stability, 
the U.S. economy and American alliances. 
Many U.S. officials and analysts think that 
every Chinese firm is another Huawei, every 
Chinese technology is a loaded gun pointed 
at the heart of America, and every restrictive 
tool available to Washington is still much 
too underutilized. A righteous panic has set 
in, flattening complex uncertainties.

This fevered atmosphere all but guaran-
tees an intensifying surge of new U.S. export 
controls, investment curbs, financial sanc-
tions, visa restrictions and the like. While 
many will celebrate “tough” responses 
to China’s genuinely troubling behavior, 
Americans and others may soon find them-
selves experiencing carelessly broken sup-
ply chains and a fracturing economic order. 
They could face slower innovation, higher 
inflation, rockier trade among friendly 
nations and spiraling instability with an 
emerging Asian superpower. And the more 
decoupling accelerates, the harder it be-
comes to control. If anyone believes they 
know what kind of world will emerge from 
the maelstrom, they’re fooling themselves.

There is a better way forward: The U.S. 
government must strike a delicate balance 
between too much decoupling and not 
enough — a stance that requires agility, pre-
cision and a keen sense of the countervail-
ing risks of any U.S. action. Unfortunately, 

Washington has mistaken this tightrope for 
a cakewalk. Such false certitude has led to 
terrible foreign policy blunders in the past, 
and it now threatens to do so again at a criti-
cal juncture in American history.

Richard Nixon’s seminal visit to 
China, 50 years ago, remains a useful prism 
for understanding the bilateral relationship. 
From the outset, U.S.-China ties have been 
built upon pragmatic calculations by both 
sides, not trust or affection. Washington 
was never at ease with China’s state-led 
economy, dismal human rights record and 
worrisome military intentions. Likewise, 
Beijing has always seen the United States as 
overly hegemonic and a potential threat to 
regime stability. Even so, the two countries 
chose to deepen their economic integration. 
Generations of U.S. leaders believed that 
trade, investment and people-to-people ties 
could make America more prosperous and 
push China to become freer and friendlier.

This strategic bargain led to a remark-
able economic symbiosis. China became 
America’s biggest supplier of imported 
goods and its top source of international 
students, while the United States is now 
China’s number one export destination and 
its most important foreign financial partner. 
Technological links are particularly thick. 
China sends more STEM PhD students to 
the United States than any other country, and 
is second only to India as a source of foreign 
STEM workers and high-skilled H-1B visa 
holders in the United States. Interdepen-

dence is everywhere you look, from 
semiconductors (the U.S. chip indus-
try gets one third of its revenue from 
China) to manufacturing (China is a 
critical hub for companies like Apple 
and Tesla) to science (Chinese and 
American scientists author more joint 
papers than any other country pair).

But in the last decade, the stra-
tegic foundations underpinning this 
economic relationship have steadily 
eroded. Contrary to U.S. hopes, China 
under President Xi Jinping grew more 
assertive abroad and more repressive 
at home. And as Chinese companies 
climbed the value chain — from 
manufacturing textiles to televisions 
to telecommunications equipment 
— longstanding U.S. concerns about 
unfair trade took on new urgency. The 
Obama administration, which at first 
looked forward to “a positive, con-
structive, and comprehensive relation-
ship with China,” would eventually 
announce “the return of great power 
competition.”

This pivot coincided with Wash-
ington’s embrace of techno-national-
ism — the idea, already long accepted 
in most other countries, that technol-
ogy must be guided and harnessed 
by the state rather than global market 
forces. Decades of free-wheeling digi-
tal globalization had enriched Silicon 
Valley, projected American values 

around the world and enabled a “golden 
age” of U.S. intelligence collection. But a 
rising tide of foreign cyber threats — es-
pecially Chinese intellectual property theft 
and Russian election interference — caused 
Washington to see U.S. digital openness as a 
source of vulnerability. At same time, Chi-
na’s breakout success in emerging strategic 
sectors like 5G and AI led U.S. policymak-
ers to conclude that bilateral tech ties were 
no longer working to America’s advantage.

The Trump administration marked the 
decisive point when America’s new, China-
focused techno-nationalism began to trans-
form U.S. policy. Export controls targeting 
China were greatly intensified, most notably 
via the Department of Commerce’s Entity 
List that restricts foreign companies from 
importing U.S. products. The number of 
unique Chinese firms on this list quadrupled 
from 2018-2022. And telecoms giant Hua-
wei — once the golden child of China’s tech 
sector — faced a supercharged Entity List 
designation that has crippled the company. 
Alongside export controls, a bevy of other 
U.S. measures worked to curb the flow of 
technology to and from China. The Trump 
administration tightened screening on Chi-
nese investments, imposed broad-based tar-
iffs on Chinese items, and restricted the use 
of Chinese equipment by federal agencies, 
contractors and grantees. Chinese students 
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In the last decade, the strategic foundations underpinning the economic relationship between the U.S. and China have steadily eroded. 
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and researchers found it harder to get visas, 
and some faced criminal investigation and 
prosecution for downplaying ties to Beijing.

These actions were ill-coordinated and 
poorly communicated but, often, basically 
reasonable. Many of Trump’s moves ad-
dressed high-impact threats in proportional 
ways. China had been racing toward global 
dominance of telecommunications equip-
ment — the ultimate strategic terrain in 
cyberspace — so the U.S. campaign against 
Huawei worked to buy precious time for 
alternatives to emerge. Core elements of the 
U.S. power grid were vulnerable to sabotage 
that might take months or years to repair, 
so Chinese equipment was banned from 
specific systems serving critical military 
bases. Several Chinese tech companies 
had actively facilitated Beijing’s genocidal 
repression of the Uyghur minority, so the 
Entity List was used to prevent U.S. exports 
from supporting these abuses.

In other cases, however, the Trump 
administration went too far. There were 
overzealous restrictions that threatened to 
do more harm than good, and unprincipled 
decisions whose logic seemed to lead toward 
broad-based decoupling. The Justice De-
partment, for example, launched a quixotic 
quest to find Chinese moles on campus — 
resulting in a number of failed prosecutions 
and driving away many talented academics. 
Blanket bans on Chinese apps like TikTok 
were based on no real analysis, and the 
WeChat ban threatened to stymie U.S. firms’ 
communications in China. The Pentagon 
barred Americans from investing in Xiaomi, 
a consumer electronics maker, just because 
the company had a general interest in 5G 
and AI and was once praised by Beijing — 
criteria that could describe nearly any big 
Chinese firm.

President Joe Biden undid each of these 
errors. Better still, Biden sought to comple-
ment sanctions and blacklists with positive 
efforts on the home front. While Trump 
relied almost exclusively on restrictive mea-
sures to counter Chinese tech threats, Biden 
worked with Congress to secure huge invest-
ments in America’s own tech ecosystem. 
Defensive tools like export controls simply 
aren’t powerful enough to hold China at bay 
forever, but they can buy time for the United 
States to make long-term improvements in 
its technological leadership and resilience.

But the administration didn’t stop there. 
It also put in place a steady stream of new 
China-focused restrictions. Biden filled 
some important gaps — requiring proof, for 
example, that imports from Xinjiang weren’t 
made with forced labor. And he sought to 
discipline Trump’s chaotic processes — un-
dertaking serious investigations of Chinese 
tech companies rather than knee-jerk bans, 
and publishing more detailed criteria for 
when such bans would be imposed.

Even so, there were growing hints of a 
more aggressive agenda. First came reports 
in May that America’s most severe sanctions 
list — populated with terrorists, drug lords 
and war criminals — might for the first time 
target a major Chinese tech firm. Then came 
the bombshell announcement in October 
of new export controls on semiconductors 
and chip-making equipment. This latest 
move represents the sharpest escalation of 
decoupling yet, and a clear example of the 

larger problems with overbroad restrictions.
The new U.S. export controls block 

China from importing high-end foreign 
semiconductors it needs to train artificial 
intelligence algorithms. At the same time, 
Washington sought to stop China from 
making homegrown versions of such chips, 
or even the mid-range chips that power the 
Internet of Things and other lesser devices. 
It therefore barred Chinese chip-makers 
from importing advanced manufacturing 
equipment and from working with U.S. 
personnel.

As usual when rolling out such mea-
sures, the White House said it had imposed 
“carefully tailored restrictions” based on 
“straightforward national security con-
cerns.” Officials cited the fact that advanced 
processors can help Beijing model nuclear 
explosions and missile aerodynamics. But 
these military applications comprise a tiny 
fraction of the countless important uses for 
powerful semiconductors and AI. The vast 
majority are benign: business process auto-
mation, e-commerce, cybersecurity, disease 
diagnosis and much more. Some uses, like 
climate change research, would actually 
benefit the United States and the world. If 
the new controls succeed, they will hamper 
a broad range of commercial and scientific 
innovation throughout China — shaving 
up to 0.6 percent off its GDP, according to 
Barclays. The most hawkish U.S. officials 
will welcome this result, though they won’t 
publicly admit it. Other policymakers have 
said they simply don’t care.

Biden’s move was a triumph for the 
restrictionists. It dealt the most powerful 
blow yet to China’s technological ambitions, 
and it signaled that more harsh measures 
are coming. Alan Estevez, a senior official 
who oversees export controls, captured the 
gung-ho mood in late October: “I meet with 
my staff once a week and say, ‘Okay, what’s 
next? What are we going to do next? Who’s 
being bad? Where is the technology area that 
we need to address?” He said that future 
controls on biotech, quantum technology, 
and AI software and algorithms are likely.

But we cannot charge forward without 
first taking stock of the profound escala-
tion already underway, and the burgeoning 
risks to U.S. interests. Most obviously, 
America’s own economy has much to lose. 
U.S. semiconductor firms have forecast 
billions of dollars of lost revenue from the 
latest round of export controls, reducing the 
funds available for R&D to sustain global 
competitiveness and improve the world’s 
computing power. Moreover, as technology 
progresses, the class of superior chips and 
equipment subject to control will become an 
ever-larger segment of the market, gradually 
widening the revenue hole for U.S. compa-
nies. Although Washington is showering 
the semiconductor sector with subsidies, 
analysts have warned that such sums won’t 
go as far as many expect. And Congress will 
not be as generous with every U.S. industry 
facing future export controls.

Second, the United States runs the risks 
of alienating the very allies and partners 
it needs to achieve larger economic and 
technological aspirations. Key parts of the 
new export controls have extraterritorial 
scope — restricting Taiwanese, South Ko-
rean, Japanese and Dutch sales and work 

in China — but were imposed unilaterally. 
Having failed to secure the support of these 
governments, the United States went ahead 
without them, and not for the first time. This 
has elicited grumbles at an already-sensitive 
time in economic diplomacy. U.S. allies are 
enraged at America’s discriminatory new 
subsidies for electric vehicles, semicon-
ductor manufacturing and other sectors. 
Washington hopes to align subsidies with 
its friends, but it risks triggering a waste-
ful, uncoordinated subsidy race, if not a 
full-blown trade war. Right now we need to 
unify allies, not antagonize them.

Finally, Washington’s embrace of a 
quasi-containment strategy will intensify 
the downward spiral of U.S.-China rela-
tions, making cooperation even harder and 
increasing the odds of crisis. The Biden 
administration protests the word “contain-
ment,” but how else to describe an embargo 
on what the White House itself calls “the 
foundational technologies of the 21st cen-
tury”? Whatever the label, the U.S. govern-
ment is clearly comfortable with inflicting 
broad damage on China’s economy in pur-
suit of narrow national security objectives. 
(China’s military modernization poses a se-
rious threat, but these export controls don’t 
have much obvious relevance to a potential 
Taiwan strait conflict in the medium term.) 
Xi has, of course, come to expect tough U.S. 
actions. Yet their severity and timing still 
matter. Ever-harsher U.S. economic penal-
ties add another unpredictable element to an 
increasingly dangerous rivalry.

To be sure, the United States faces 
genuine threats from China, and the Biden 
administration confronts real dilemmas in 
addressing them. No risk-free options exist 
to manage interdependence with a strategic 
competitor. The most we can ask are realistic 
assessments and reasoned decisions based 
on the best information available. Unfor-
tunately, U.S. policy debates often fail this 
test. Analysis of China-tech issues has be-
come increasingly one-sided and simplistic, 
leading to obvious miscalculations.

One problem is that real Chinese tech 
threats are routinely exaggerated. For ex-
ample, there is some reason to worry that 
Beijing might spy on sensitive American 
military facilities by co-opting Chinese-
made drones, but it is absurd to fear Chinese 
surveillance of U.S. national forests and 
parks. Yet the Department of Interior has 
refused to fly drones made with Chinese 
components, hindering its own efforts to 
monitor and fight wildfires.

Additionally, the costs of U.S. restrictive 
measures are commonly underestimated. 
In 2020, for instance, the Department of 
Justice arrested six Chinese researchers on 
security grounds. This crackdown prompted 
more than 1,000 other Chinese academics 
to leave the country — something U.S. 
officials hadn’t predicted. The department 
eventually dropped charges against five of 
the six academics and mothballed its larger 
China Initiative. We’ll never know how 
much legitimate scientific research was lost 
in the process.

Perhaps the biggest problem for U.S. 
decisionmakers is groupthink. Tough anti-
China measures now receive broad bipar-
tisan support in Congress, think tanks and 
beyond. Uncritical assent from progressive 
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voices has been particularly striking. For 
example, Ezra Klein and Matt Yglesias have 
both called for banning TikTok — though 
neither of them seriously considered regu-
latory alternatives. The Washington Post 
has editorialized in favor of unprecedented 
sanctions on the Chinese surveillance firm 
Hikvision — even while admitting “the 
move could accelerate a broad-scale tech-
nological decoupling for which this country 
isn’t prepared.” (The Post helpfully offered 
that preventing such an outcome “shouldn’t 
be too difficult a task.”) Every week brings 
fresh proposals for China-focused restric-
tions. Yet the reverse isn’t true. No American 
political figure has prominently highlighted 
the risks or costs of decoupling. Even busi-
ness leaders have largely retreated from 
public debates for fear of political blowback.

Students of history, take note. Hegemons 
often suffer more from their own overreach 
than from any foreign adversary. The United 
States, too, has been down this road before. 
This isn’t the first time that American lead-
ers have become preoccupied with a poorly 
defined threat, overconfident in a muscular 
U.S. response, and dismissive of doubting 
citizens and allies. It hasn’t ended well. 
Much of today’s China commentary bears an 
uncomfortable resemblance to the writings 
of New York Times reporter Judith Miller, 
whose failure to interrogate the case for 
war in Iraq came to symbolize the nation’s 
heedless march toward our greatest modern 
blunder.

The China fever in Washington won’t 
be easily broken. What’s needed is political 
space to question the current trajectory and 
conduct more rigorous cost-benefit analy-
sis. Leaders like Secretary of State Tony 
Blinken and Secretary of Commerce Gina 
Raimondo, who often profess no intent to 
decouple from China, must go further and 
articulate a robust, positive vision for the 
economic relationship — citing specific 
linkages worth preserving and explaining 
their importance to the American people. 
Businesspeople, state and local officials, and 
universities must help make the case that 
overreach has costs, as a handful of voices 
have recently begun to do. Think tanks and 
journalists should place a higher priority on 
filling gaps in our lopsided discourse than on 
cranking out the umpteenth report highlight-
ing China-tech threats. And everyone should 
listen more attentively to America’s allies 
and partners, who share U.S. concerns about 
China but favor more temperate responses.

A partial American decoupling from 
China was both inevitable and warranted. 
But there must be some stopping point. 
With each new restrictive measure, the risks 
of interdependence diminish and the odds 
of overkill grow. Yet U.S. restrictions are 
speeding up, not slowing down, and calls for 
caution have gotten quieter, not louder. This 
is dangerous. If Washington doesn’t take 
a breath and steady itself, it might tumble 
over the edge. ♦
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https://www.cnas.org/publications/transcript/a-conversation-with-under-secretary-of-commerce-alan-f-estevez
https://www.reuters.com/technology/lam-research-warns-up-25-bln-revenue-hit-us-curbs-china-exports-2022-10-19/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/lam-research-warns-up-25-bln-revenue-hit-us-curbs-china-exports-2022-10-19/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/11/22/after-chips-act-limits-of-reshoring-and-next-steps-for-u.s.-semiconductor-policy-pub-88439
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/11/22/after-chips-act-limits-of-reshoring-and-next-steps-for-u.s.-semiconductor-policy-pub-88439
https://www.ft.com/content/9074c4ce-61f6-45c1-823f-84efe2af4d3e
https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/3200643/netherlands-resists-us-call-ban-more-chip-making-equipment-sales-china-pledges-defend-interests?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=share_widget&utm_campaign=3200643
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CAAM Chinese Dance 
Theater and the Ha Truong 
family: 30 Years, 3 teachers, 
3 dancers and community 
builders
By Beatrice Rothweiler & Julie Ha Truong | CAAM CDT | January 2023

Continued on page 13

The Chinese American Association of 
Minnesota Chinese Dance Theater (CAAM 
CDT) will celebrate the 2023 Chinese New 
Year season, and its 30th Anniversary with 
an original new, 90-minute program at the 
O’Shaughnessy the weekend of Feb. 4 and 
5. Entitled “Radiance,” this live, in-person 
event under the artistic direction of Jinyu 
ZHOU (formerly artistic director of Zheji-
ang Song and Dance Theater) illuminates 
the stage with a diversity of Chinese dance 
styles.

CAAM CDT dancers will perform 
several original world premiere works 
choreographed by ZHOU, artistic direc-
tor; Lili Teng, retired artistic director and 
Ao LIU, performance director; who are all 
international award-winning dance artists 
and choreographers.

LIU, former soloist for world renowned 
Yang Liping’s dance company, (also known 
as the “Peacock Queen”), who joined 
CAAM CDT in 2022, will perform a new 
dance to honor her mentor (Yang Liping). 
The community dancers of CAAM CDT 
will also delight the audience with not-to-
be-missed performances that celebrate both 
the Chinese New Year and CAAM CDT’s 
30th anniversary!

The program consists of rich and color-
ful classical dance effusing elegance and 
charm, ethnic dances exhibiting sprit and 
character as well as contemporary dance 
revealing new directions while fusing tra-
ditional elements. CAAM CDT has built a 
reputation in arts and dance circles with its 
entertaining, professionally choreographed 
and marvelously executed programs on 
stage. CAAM CDT is also recognized 
for its welcoming and inclusive work in 
the broader community with its extensive 
outreach in schools and in the community.

As part of the preparation for this cel-
ebration, China Insight asked the Ha family 
to write about the three generations of their 
family who have danced and help build 
community at CAAM CDT over the years. 

Interviewer: Julie Ha Truong
Interviewees: LiCong Ha (Thong Le Ha), 
Julie’s mother and Amy Ha Truong, daugh-
ter of LiCong Ha

Julie: It is my pleasure to interview my 
mom and sister today as we reflect on 30 
years with CAAM Dance Theater, which 
has been a huge part of our family’s life. We 
were dancers for our entire childhood. We 
even became teachers for over 10 years. For 
me, it was a place where I could exercise, 
connect with my cultural heritage, and con-
nect with people passionate about storytell-
ing through dance. I remember spending my 
high school and college weekends teaching 
hundreds of dancers, many of them were 
adoptees from China. Some of them looked 
at me eagerly and asked me if their biologi-
cal mom looked like me. My heart is so full 
thinking of them and knowing many of them 
continue to dance into their high school and 
college years. 

Let’s start the interview. Mom, how did 

this all start? How did we get so involved 
in CAAM Dance?

LiCong: Though we were immigrants 
from Vietnam, we are ethnically Chinese. 
We were looking for a place for you and 
Amy, our daughters to learn about Chinese 
culture and dance. Later, you did many com-
munity performances, as volunteers to share 
Chinese culture with American audiences. 
Back then it was a big investment – in time 
and class fees, but it was a priority. As you 
became older, you became dance teachers 
and even helped manage performances, 
and were spokespeople/emcees to share 
Chinese culture. Through the experience, 
you learned many life skills.

Julie: What were some life lessons learned?

LiCong: There were times that were dif-
ficult, as it required a lot of practice and 
some of the dances were quite challenging. 
We also had to work with many different 
types of people – parents, students, artists, 
schools & businesses that we performed 
for. It took a village. There was extensive 
coordination of volunteers and parents to 
put on full-scale productions and hundreds 
of community shows. I could see you both 
learning a lot of leadership, perseverance 
and volunteerism skills. 

Julie: CAAM Dance is where I had my first 
nonprofit job. Teaching and managing. To-
day I have my own consulting firm where I 
support nonprofits in meeting their missions. 
In many ways I thank you, artistic director 
Shen Pei, and CAAM Dance for those initial 
opportunities. 

The teachers, board, and parents have 
worked so hard to make CAAM Dance 

an anchor in our community for so long. 
CAAM Dance has been a pioneer in Chinese 
dance. They are one of the longest-standing 
and strongest dance schools for the last 30 
years. You were integral to helping grow 
CAAM Dance, having served on the board 
and as a key volunteer since its inception 
in 1992. Why was it so important to be so 
involved in a dance program?

LiCong: What started as a dance program 
became a way for all of us to learn, ap-
preciate, and share Chinese dance as an art 
form and its cultural history. We invited a 
renowned choreographer from China, Shen 
Pei. She was so touched by the dedicated 
parents that she moved to Minnesota to 
join us in our mission. She also elevated 
the artistic quality of our dance theater. It 
was an all-hands-on-deck experience, from 
coordinating classes, to sewing costumes, 
to putting on theater productions. Even 
your grandma made hundreds of costumes 

(that’s 4 generations!) and your dad helped 
with props, video recordings, and staging. It 
didn’t stop with our immediate family. All of 
your cousins and even your husbands joined 
CAAM dance! It really was an activity for 
our entire extended family!

Julie: What are you proud of today?

LiCong: It’s really touching to see you & 
Amy’s daughters also dancing. We now 
are three generations of Chinese dancers! 
When you and Amy became teenagers, you 
joined the adult dances and I have such great 
memories of us dancing together. I look 
forward to many more!

Julie: Amy, what did doing Chinese dance 
mean to you? 

Amy: It was a place to hang out with friends, 
to connect with people who have similar 
backgrounds and interests, and who loved 
the art of Chinese dance. As a child I was 
quite self-conscious and quiet. It built my 
confidence and broke down barriers. When 
I felt a lot of pressure from school, I found 
dance to be a way to lift my spirits. I became 
better at time management too! People 
understand what you are going through. 
Today I’m not a dance teacher – in fact, I 
run a dental office. Being an entrepreneur 
can be stressful, but I still find time to dance, 
currently with Ao LIU, who is an amazing 
dancer and teacher. I rely now on dance to 
relieve stress.

LiCong Ha with Julie and Amy Ha Troung

Julie and Amy Ha Truong
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CAAM Chinese Dance 
Theater and the Ha-Truong 
family
Continued from page 12

Julie: Your daughter, who’s 6, is now an 
active Chinese dancer. She’s also in jazz 
and tap dance. What’s unique about Chinese 
dance?

Amy: She can meet other friends interested 
in Chinese dance. With her current teacher, 
retired Artistic Director Lily Teng she learns 
about her cultural heritage, and practices 
her Chinese language skills while learning 
dance forms that quite different than western 
dance. The lines are more curved and flow 
differently. The music is quite dynamic and 
ranges greatly. There’s a lot of storytelling 
behind each dance and even each dance 
move. My daughter loves dance of all 
kinds – she is so joyful when she’s dancing 
with friends.

Julie: What have you noticed about CAAM 
Dance Theater today?

Amy: The teachers are all very strong danc-
ers and teachers from China. They are kind 

yet effective teachers! My daughter is in 
such admiration of other dancers, including 
the teachers and fellow students. She loves 
watching dance so much that she recently 
asked to stay and watch the next class of 
students dancing after completing her own 
two hours of Chinese dance. I had always 
hoped she would be interested in Chinese 
dance but I never imagined she would love 
it this much!! She is always stretching and 
doing dance moves wherever she is.
 
Julie: Amy, as a previous dancer, dance 
teacher, and now dance mom, what advice 
do you give your CAAM dancers today?

Amy: CAAM Dance is more than just 
dance. It is an important part of learning 
about diverse cultures, a place to meet life-
long friends, and be stronger mentally and 
physically. It’s also a place you can volun-
teer and learn other skills, such as teaching 
other students or helping to put on theater 
productions. Most importantly it’s a place 
to have fun and be proud of what we can 
accomplish when we work together. 

Julie: Mom, what do you wish for CAAM 
at this 30-year anniversary?

LiCong: This year especially, we have 3 
excellent teachers at CAAM dance. ZHOU 
has created original choreography for our 
group using classic dance movement with 
contemporary interpretations. 

I look forward so much to the dancers 
putting forth their best efforts on stage at 
this year’s Chinese New Year and 30th an-
niversary production. All their efforts will 
really shine! I hope more people will be 
moved to come and learn Chinese dance. 
Personally, after retiring and starting my 
own financial services company, I have 
even come back to dance. It is for people 
of all ages and backgrounds. We are always 
looking for volunteers to join our dance 

The Ha Truong family

Julie Ha Truong, MPP, started dancing at CAAM CDT in 1992. Today, in her 
free-time, she can be found teaching and sharing Chinese dance and culture with 
students/audiences across the country. She is also the founder of a California-based 
nonprofit consulting firm. She returns to Minnesota often to perform with her fam-
ily’s Ha-Family Lion Dance Troupe.

LiCong (Thong Le Ha) is the heart behind her family’s commitment to CAAM CDT 
and sharing cultural and family values. Being an immigrant from Vietnam, it has 
been important to preserve her family’s ethnic Chinese heritage, linguistically and 
culturally, while sharing it and integrating with American culture. She is a giver, a 
bridge-builder, and a visionary. She’s a recipient of the Council on Asian Pacific Min-
nesota’s Lifetime Leadership Award. She owns a business in the financial industry.

Dr. Amy Ha Truong, DDS, is the owner of a dental clinic in Oakdale, Minn. On 
her off hours, she and her family can be found dancing and performing. It is a way 
for them to stay active, engage in cultural exchange, and give back to their com-
munity. Her 6-year-old daughter was an award-winning dancer at the age of 5. She 
and her husband partake in dance classes and community-based performances with 
CAAM CDT and the Ha Family Lion Dance Troupe.

Peilan Phillipi, daughter of Amy Ha Troung

CAAM Chinese Dance Theater "Radiance"

community – there are so many roles. It’s 
fun and rewarding. CAAM Dance has been 
like family to us for 30 years and we look 
forward to celebrating with the community!

“Radiance” is supported by Minnesota 
State Arts Board, Metropolitan Regional 
Arts Board, St. Paul Foundation, as well 
as generous individual and organizational 
financial donations and countless hours 
of volunteers from the CAAM CDT com-

munity. 
Tickets $30-5 are available online. Until 

Jan. 15, a 50% discount is available with the 
code “RAD” at check out online.
Venue: The O’Shaughnessy at The College 
of St. Catherine, 2004 Randolph Avenue, 
St. Paul, MN
Date/Time: Sat., Feb.4, 7 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 
5, 2 p.m.

Please contact admin@caamcdt.org for 
further information. ♦

CAAM Chinese Dance Theater "Radiance" Sun and Moon dance choreography by Ao Liu
Happy Chinese New Year from China Insight!

mailto:admin%40caamcdt.org?subject=
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The Design and Community Engage-
ment for Phase II of Liu Ming Yuan, titled 
“Building Bridges,” is drawing to a close. 
A good deal will happen in the next two 
months. The Parks & Recreation Design 
Advisory Committee will complete their 
work on the design of features for Phase 
II and they will be presented to the larger 
Community as well as the Parks Planning 
Board. Construction drawings will be devel-
oped, estimates obtained, and Bid Packages 
distributed for construction of the Hmong 
Plaza in the Spring of 2023. State funding 
for the Hmong Plaza expires in June of 
2023, making that feature the priority for 
construction at this time. 

Construction drawings and estimates 
for the many other Phase II features (listed 
below) will be obtained in the spring 

Building bridges: Minnesota China Friendship Garden 
“Liu Ming Yuan” update
By William Zajicek | president, MCFGS | January 2023

2023. The City of Saint Paul will have a 
future in-person community design open 
house in later February to review the other 
features of Phase II. If you are interested in 
attending that event, please go to https://
mnchinagarden.org/ and send us a note. We 
will put you on the copy list. 

Join the City of Saint Paul for an in-
person community design open house on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(Brief presentation in Room A18-1 at 10:30 
a.m.) at Hmong Village! 

At this event, attendees will be able 
to view the Hmong Plaza design, share 
feedback and ask questions of the project 
team. This event will mark the conclusion 
of the schematic design project phase and 
celebrate the future plaza construction. At-
tendees are welcome to wear masks, though 
they are not required. A Hmong interpreter 

will be available during the event.
Together with the project’s Design Advi-

sory Committee, the City of Saint Paul has 
created a vision for the future Hmong Plaza. 
The Hmong Plaza will be an important 
element as part of the Saint Paul Changsha 
China Friendship Garden. The plaza will 
feature Hmong cultural symbols and histori-
cal information that will be recognizable for 
Minnesota Hmong of all ages.

We hope you will be able to help us send 
this project into the construction phase! 
RSVP today here. More information about 
the Hmong Plaza and Saint Paul Changsha 
China Friendship Garden can be found here.

Other Phase II features for Liu 
Ming Yuan 

•  Chinese Moon Bridge 
•  Lake side Moon Gate Wall
•  Extension of the Xiang Jiang Pavilion

Garden, which includes the Xiang Jiang 
Mountain Stream & Bridge 

•  Donor Wall

•  Chinese Chess Table

Tentative Phase II Project 2023 
timeline
•  January 7, 2023: Public Engagement 

Meeting for Hmong Feature
•  Through January: Hmong Plaza 

Construction Documents Generated
•  February: Design Advisory Committee 
Engagement for other Phase II features
•  February or March: Public Engagement 

for other Features of Phase II (Date TBD)
•  February-March: Hmong Plaza Project 

Bidding 
•  April– June: Phase II, Other Features 

construction documents and estimates
•  April-June: Hmong Plaza Construction 
(pending bids)
•  June: Arts and Cultural Legacy funding 

deadline
•  Late summer:  Building Bridges Capital 

Campaign kickoff. ♦

Image above is a draft rendering of the 
Hmong Plaza. Final design features and 
construction scope will be determined 
by fabrication methods, funding and 
construction bids

The image above is a view of the proposed 
Hmong Plaza from the Pavilion looking West, 
with hide & reveal landscaping.

https://mnchinagarden.org/
https://mnchinagarden.org/
https://www.visitsaintpaul.com/directory/hmong-village-shopping-center/
https://www.facebook.com/events/577592887441617
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/design-construction/current-projects/phalen-regional-park-china
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CELEBRATE
LUNAR NEW YEAR WITH US

Together we will celebrate the Lunar New Year, “Year of the Rabbit,” 
and share an afternoon of festivities and joy. The celebration will 
showcase rich cultural presentations, brilliant artistic performances  

and gorgeous Lunar New Year décor.

Enjoy the featured photo backdrop (in the Huntington Bank Rotunda) 

during Mall hours January 21 – 22, 2023. Be sure to snap + share your 

photo and tag @mallofamerica!

We hope you can join us to celebrate the “Year of the Rabbit!”

MallofAmerica.com/LunarNewYear

20 23

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 + SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 
12:30 – 5 P.M. 

HUNTINGTON® BANK ROTUNDA
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LUNAR NEW YEAR 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

SAT JAN 28  8PM
The Minnesota Orchestra marks the 2023 Lunar New Year, and the Year of the Rabbit, with  
a performance featuring music that honors family traditions and themes of unity and health.
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Junping Qian, conductor  |  Roz Tsai, host  |  Yiwen Lu, erhu 
Joo Won Kang, baritone  |  Fei Xie, artistic consultant  |  Minnesota Orchestra

Alliance of Minnesota Chinese Organizations     CAAM Chinese Dance Theater 

Center for Community Services     Hua Xing Arts Group of Minnesota     

Minghua Chinese School      Yinghua Academy

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org to purchase your tickets and use code RABBIT23 to get  
the special discounted rate of $20. Limit four (4) tickets. Contact Group Sales for  

discounted rates for groups of ten or more at 612-371-5662 or groupsales@mnorch.org.

Lunar New Year Celebration
农历新年庆典暨新春音乐会

ORC HESTRA HALL   |    1 1 1 1  NICOLLE T MALL   |    MINNE APOLIS,  MN 55403

Welcome the Year of the Rabbit!

Alliance  of 
Chinese  
Culture & 
Arts USA 
美国华艺 

Event  
Partners:

PRESENTED AS PART OF 

Free tickets are available for youth (ages 6–18) through Hall Pass. Select your  
seats first and then click "Select" next to the $0 Hall Pass price type.


