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Banned in HK, Tiananmen crackdown 
vigils go global

 Did you know..., p. 6-7

NOW,
ONLINE
ONLY!

Who’s been cancelled now?

No one you’d expect.  We’ve all heard the Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have done unto 
you.”  Well … in this case, it’s probably just desserts!  See p. 5.

On the 33rd anniversary of the June 
4, 1989 Tiananmen Massacre, the annual 
public vigil in Hong Kong will be “muted,” 
if not completely silenced.  However, the 
international human rights group, Amnesty 
International, has organized candlelight vig-
ils in 20 cities across the world to make sure 
the event will not be forgotten.  Vigils will 
take place in cities including Amsterdam, 

London, Oslo, Paris, San Francisco, Seoul, 
Sydney, Taipei, Ulaanbaatar and Wash., 
D.C., amongst others.

Hana Young, Amnesty International’s 
East Asia deputy regional director, said, 
“The Chinese government’s concerted ef-
forts to erase the Tiananmen crackdown 
from history have spread to Hong Kong 
since the national security law was enacted 

in the city in 2020.  But 
the atrocities of 4 June 
1989 must never be for-
gotten.”

The HK government 
had suppressed the annual 
commemorative candle-
light vigil since 2020, 
using the pandemic as 
excuse.  However, many 
Hong Kongers chose to 
defy the ban in 2020 and 
took to the streets, which 
resulted in the arrests and 
imprisonment of many 
veteran activists.

Hong Kong’s vigils 

had taken place annually since 1990 to re-
member those killed in Tiananmen Square 
demanding democracy of the Beijing gov-
ernment.  Those HK vigils had attracted 
hundreds of thousands participants each 
year.  The HK organizers, the Hong Kong 
Alliance, had been forced to disband in Sep-
tember 2021 after being accused of “acting 
as the agent of a foreign power” following 
the enactment of the national security law 
in June 2020.  

Now, Amnesty International will con-
tinue the tradition to demand justice and 
“show solidarity for Hong Kong.” 

“Just as Hongkongers once stood in 
solidarity with the victims of Tiananmen, 
the rest of the world now stands with the 
people of Hong Kong to the deliver the 
same message: that repression will not be 
tolerated anywhere.

“The simple act of lighting a candle for 
Tiananmen has become a crime in Hong 
Kong, just as it has been in mainland China 
for more than 30 years.  But history can-
not be erased and activism will never be 
silenced,” Young said. ♦

Past vigil in Hong Kong’s Victoria Park

https://www.chinainsight.info/history/1129-june-4-1989-not-to-be-forgotten.html
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As the Twin Cities, along with the rest 
of the world, continues to deal with CO-
VID-19, we can take some solace in that it 
has abated somewhat but need to continue 
to be vigilant since we are a long way from 
getting the virus under control.  Regardless, 
summer has arrived in Minnesota, so it is 
time to enjoy the outdoors and continue 
resuming as “normal” a life as possible. 

It’s refreshing to see the community 
again come to life as many organizations 
are winding down social distancing gather-
ings and beginning to transition away from 
zoom meetings and are now able to hold 
events as normal.

As summer heats up, so do the number 
of great local outdoor activities scheduled 
throughout the Twin Cities area to capital-
ize on the arrival of summer vacations and 
great weather.  This bodes well for all of the 
graduation ceremonies and parties t being 
held throughout the Twin Cities this year.  
We congratulate the Class of 2022 and wish 
them great success as they move on to the 
next chapter of their lives. 

You might enjoy a fun entertainment 
item about James Hong getting his Hol-
lywood Star or reading about the Dream of 
the Red Chamber opera on page 4.  Or you 
might enjoy the informative article on page 
6 about Chinese and their two-wheelers.  In 

addition, you can learn how to be paid to be 
vaccinated on page 8.  Learn about Dong 
housing on p. 10 and see a showcase of 
community events recapped on p. 14.

We also want to take this opportunity 
to wish all of the fathers out there a Happy 
Father’s Day even though in Mainland 
China, Father's Day (the third Sunday 
in June) is relatively unknown.  It isn't a 
public holiday, but expats in China might 
celebrate it.  Perhaps their family, friends, 
or coworkers might honor some Western 
fathers on that day.

As always, thank you for your interest in 

China Insight and we invite you to submit 
your comments as to how ChinaInsight 
might better serve the community and you.

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
https://www.chinainsight.info/pronouncements/1350-publisher-s-pronouncements-june-2021.html
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Fossil find

Scarlet sky

Uncool ice creamUnexpected windfall

Monumental mistake

Bull humour

COVID outbreaks. Lockdowns. Social 
distancing. Economy killers?

In mainland China, an unexpected wind-
fall befell the outdoor gear companies. The 
younger, cooped-up Chinese are feeling the 
urge to bust out and are doing exactly that 
– camping in the great outdoors!

What was once the pastime of the ath-
letic and nature-lovers, the customer base 
for recreational camping has expanded and 
changed. Ctrip, the Chinese travel agency, 
said keyword searched for “camping” 
increased 90% week-on-week leading up 
to the May Day holiday. And, hotels and 
homestay bookings near camp grounds 

saw an uptick of 153% during the May Day 
holiday, compared to Qingming Festival two 
months previous.

Who are the new campers? According 
to The Beijing News, 45.73% of Baidu 
searches for “camping” were aged 30-39, 
39.25% were aged 20-29. Sales of outdoor 
gear such as tents, sleeping mats, picnic 
gear and rescue equipment have more than 
doubled. Since 2020.

Not hard-core campers or hikers, these 
novice campers are opting for pitching a tent 
on the outskirts of cities to just relax and 
hang out with friends and families. Those 
who do not wish to deal with researching 
and buying gear can rent camping gear on 
Taobao for US$38/day. But it is still a cost-
prohibitive “hobby” for many. Getting to 
campgrounds require a car, camping equip-
ment are expensive and there are entrance 
fees to campgrounds.  

Co-founder of China’s most popular 
glamping outfit said around 80% of the 
customers are just there to take photos of 
themselves in outdoor gear and by a tent, 
“China is still at the very early stage of 
camping culture, as people are just curious 
and checking it out.”♦

Chinese liquor giant Kweichow Moutai 
launched its own ice cream brand, iMoutai, 
in May at its liquor store in southwest 
China’s Guizhou Province. Key ingredient: 
throat-burning baijiu.

Kweichow Moutai is usually the drink 
de rigueur for Chinese businessmen. There 

appears to be a “disconnect” be-
tween Moutai-infused ice cream 
and a potent liquor associated 
with hard-nosed business din-
ners, though.

Public reception to the ice 
cream had been chilly!

Comments on Weibo protest 
the price (UD$5.84) per scoop 
was too much. As usual, the 
netizens exhibit humour:

“You can eat several Sha-
oxing huangjiu popsicles for 
that price,” commented one, 
implying that Moutai can’t hold 
a candle to huangjiu, another 
Chinese liquor with a 2,000-plus 
year history.

“You’re asking adult men to 
eat ice cream instead of drink 
baijiu?” quipped another.

We’ll find out if the com-
pany’s historic 24% increase 
in liquor sales during COVID 

will sustain this ice cream venture. And for 
how long?

By the way, the 25th China Ice Cream 
& Frozen Food Industry Exposition will 
be held Sept. 22-24 in Tianjin, if you’re 
interested.♦

Thieves who stole artwork worth a 
record-breaking US$637 million in Hong 
Kong did not know the value of their goods! 
They sold off a 6-ft calligraphy scroll 
to a collector for only HK$200 (a mere 
US$25.50)! 

The “scroll” is actually a 1929 Polit-
buro letter and a poem handwritten by Mao 
Zedong (founder of the People’s Republic 
of China) and valued at US$300 million. 

On the evening of May 10 in eastern 
China, the sky was glowing red. Residents 
thought there was 
a huge fire nearby. 
Some thought it was 
the dawn of the apoc-
alypse. Turned out it 
was neither. Not even 
anything mildly as 
exciting!

Meteorologists 
explained it was “a 
unique combination 
of very low-hanging 
clouds paired with 
light refraction from 
the local harbour.”

Videos and photographs of the red sky 
phenom flooded social media. In less than 

24 hours, 150 mil-
lion viewers had seen 
them.

Experts scoured 
hundreds of histori-
cal documents and 
found the same red 
aurora occurred back 
in 1770 and was seen 
throughout East Asia. 
That time, it went on 
for nine days, it was 
reported.♦

Dinosaur eggs carrying 
embryos are extremely rare, 
making understanding of 
dinosaur development hard 
to study.

The Global Times re-
ported on May 12 that “the 
most complete duck-billed 
dinosaur embryo from the 
Late Cretaceous ever doc-
umented” was found in 
China’s southern Jiangxi 
Province.

The discovery was revealed by scientists 
from the Fujian Science and Technology 
Museum and the China University of Geo-
sciences in the journal BMC Ecology and 
Evolution on May 8.

Fragments of the dinosaur eggs date 
from 72 to 66 million years ago. It was an 
ellipsoid egg with a diameter of nine centi-
meters. The unique shape of the skull to its 
bones and vertebrae indicated it belonged 

to a duck-billed dinosaur. Though not the 
first specimen of this nature to be found, it 
is “by far the best-preserved embryo ever 
discovered.” The tiny size of the egg and 
embryo implies that duck-billed dinosaurs 
had small eggs and late body development 
as a primordial feature.

The specimen is currently held at The 
Yingling Stone Natural History Museum in 
Fujian Province.♦

A Facebook user posted a video of 5 
cattle trotting along a busy country road 
in the New Territories in Hong Kong in 
late-May. Netizens quickly titled it “The 
Running of the Bulls,” after the famous 
Pamplona, Spain, event. 

Comments ranged from, “Funny” to 
“Drive carefully. Don’t hit the animals on 
the road,” to “Get back on the sidewalks.”

While it is unusual for cattle to appear 
in urban areas in Hong Kong, livestock 
frequently cross into that area in the New 
Territories, so residents are not taken aback. 
One man was seen casually walking by the 
cattle into a convenience store, “seemingly 
unconcerned.”

Apparen t ly, 
the “collector” 
was equally 
ignorant of the 
scroll’s value 
as it was cut in 
half “for easy 
storage.” The 
original owner 
of the scroll 
said, “It was 
heartbreaking 
to see i t  be 
torn into two 
pieces. It will 

definitely affect its value, but the impact 
remains to be seen."

The theft took place in September 2020 
from the Kowloon apartment of a Chinese 
collector while he was overseas. The scroll 
was actually recovered by police a month 
after it was stolen.

All three thieves pleaded guilty and were 
sentenced May 13, 2022, for up to two-and-
a-half years in prison.♦

More concern was shown for a bad 
actor – no pun -- who was seen throwing 
himself on a stopped car pretending to be 
hit in another part of town! The cautious 
driver posted footage from his dashcam 
on Facebook, thanking another driver for 
telling the scammer to “beat it!” Staged car 
accidents are common in mainland China, 
but rare in Hong Kong. Netizens took to 
ribbing the scammer on his exaggerated con-
tortions, including, “Performance worthy of 
a Razzie*!” “Extras are also actors, can you 
be more professional?” Ouch!♦

*The Golden Raspberry Awards (aka 
Razzies) are for the “worst of cinematic 
under-achievements.” 
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Minneapolis native veteran 
actor James Hong gets 
star on Hollywood’s Walk of 
Fame
By Greg Hugh | June 2022

Last month, veteran actor James Hong 
received a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, making history as the oldest person 
to accept the honor at 93. Located between 
Madame Tussauds Wax Museum and the 
TCL Chinese Theater on Hollywood Bou-
levard, Hong’s star became the 2,723rd star 
awarded on the Walk of Fame. 

In 2020, Daniel Dae Kim started a 
petition and crowd-funding campaign to 
get Hong his star. The $55,000 needed to 
obtain the star was raised in four days and, 
coincidentally, was awarded during Asian 
American and Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month.

Hong, the ubiquitous veteran character 
actor who found a champion in “Lost” star 
Daniel Dae Kim, accepted his fan-funded 
star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame in a burst 
of drums, cymbals and Chinese lion danc-
ers — all harbingers in Chinese customs and 
traditions of joy and good fortune. 

Kim and Hong’s “Everything Every-
where All at Once” co-star Jamie Lee 
Curtis joined him for the ceremony, CBS 
News reports. Congress member Judy Chu 
(D-Calif.) presented a proclamation at the 
ceremony and Council member Mitch 
O’Farrell, granted him an elaborate, hand-

lettered proclamation from the City of Los 
Angeles.

  Noting that he had no speech planned, 
“because I’m not that kind of person,” Hong 
said he preferred to enjoy seeing familiar 
faces and take in the moment as it happened.

Hong was born in Minneapolis to Chi-
nese immigrant parents, Variety reports. 
When he was 5, his father moved the family 
back to Hong Kong for a few years. Hong 
had to learn English all over again when he 
returned to America.

He began studying civil engineering 
at the University of Minnesota before be-
ing drafted into the Korean War. When he 
returned, he continued studying civil engi-
neering at the University of Los Angeles.

Hong had always enjoyed performing in 
junior high school and high school, Variety 
reports. In Los Angeles, he began to pursue 
his love of performing.

In the early days, there were no opportu-
nities whatsoever,” he told Variety. “Oppor-
tunities were very few and Asians were still 
looked down upon as this silent minority. In 
a sense I feel I was born too early, because 
there were no chances.”

Hong began creating more opportunities 
for Asian Americans by starting a class for 
Asian Americans at the Desilu Playhouse. 
He also led protests against poor represen-
tations of Asian Americans in Hollywood, 
like the 1962 film “Confessions of an Opium 
Eater.”

According to CBS News, Hong has 
appeared in multiple films that were nomi-
nated for the best picture Oscar, like “Love 
Is a Many-Splendored Thing,” “The Sand 
Pebbles,” “Chinatown” and “Bound for 
Glory.” He voice-acted in “Kung Fu Panda” 
and “Mulan.”

Hong’s most recent acting project is 
the critically acclaimed film “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once.” Daniel Kwan 
and Daniel Scheinert, the directors of “Ev-
erything Everywhere All at Once” praised 
Hong’s talent and professionalism.

“There are a million things you could 
say about James Hong and the experience 
of working with him,” they told Variety via 
email. “But the most striking thing to us was 
how, after almost a century of being in this 
industry, he still hustles harder than anyone 
we know, how much he still cares about the 
work he is doing, and above all, how hard 
this man still loves to party.”

Hong was the subject of a three-part 
series that appeared in ChinaInsight back 
in 2009 (October, p. 5; November, p. 5; 
and December, p. 6) when he visited Min-
neapolis to attend the 1947 Class Reunion 
of Central High School. These articles are 
available at www.chinainsight.info/past-
issues. ♦

Events

CHFF commissioned “Dream 
of the Red Chamber” returns

San Francisco Opera will once again 
present the Chinese Heritage Foundation 
commissioned “Dream of the Red Cham-
ber” from June 14–July 3 at the War Memo-
rial Opera House in San Francisco.  

The musical retelling of the 18th-century 
novel by Cao Xueqin, one of China’s literary 
masterworks, played to sold-out audiences 
during its initial run in 2016 and has since 
garnered international acclaim through 
presentations at the 2017 Hong Kong Arts 
Festival and a tour of China.  Six years after 
its world premiere, the work returns to San 
Francisco Opera in the original production 
and with a new cast.  The Sunday, June 19 
matinee performance will be livestreamed 
and available on-demand for 48 hours, 
beginning the following Monday, to virtual 
ticket holders.

The source novel for “Dream” is ar-
guably comparable in Chinese culture to 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” in the 
West; it is widely known and continues 
to exert a powerful influence on romantic 
storytelling.  The plot of the opera centers 
around the predestined soulmates Bao Yu, 
scion of the illustrious Jia family, and the 
brilliant but frail Dai Yu.  Their union is 
complicated by a scheme to marry Bao Yu 
to the wealthy Bao Chai of the Xue family.

Born in Shanghai shortly before China’s 
Cultural Revolution, Bright Sheng is one 
of today’s foremost living composers who, 
as the MacArthur Foundation proclaimed, 
“merges diverse musical customs in works 
that transcend conventional aesthetic 
boundaries.”  Of his score for “Dream,” 
the Los Angeles Times observed, “He uses 
brass, winds and percussion (Western and 
Chinese) in original and highly imagina-
tive ways.  Pitches bend in ways that sound 
almost acrobatically impossible.  Chinese 
folk tunes get transformed into rapturously 
expressive new music, gorgeously colored.”  
Playwright David Henry Hwang, acclaimed 
for his many award-winning plays (“Ching-
lish,” “M. Butterfly”) and operatic collabo-
rations (Philip Glass’ “The Voyage,” Unsuk 
Chin’s “Alice in Wonderland,” to name a 
few), worked closely with Sheng on the 
work’s libretto, creating a three-hour opera 
from a vast literary epic.

World-renowned theater artist Stan Lai 
(“Secret Love in Peach Blossom Land”) re-

turns to direct what the San Francis-
co Chronicle hailed “a magnificent 
production.”  The sets and costumes 
by Academy Award-winning de-
signer Tim Yip (“Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon”) created opulent 
stage pictures, including an “amaz-
ing system of backdrops that rise 
and fall on cue, weaving together 
bits of rolling Chinese landscape 
in ways that are both literal and 
abstract” (Opera News) and lighting 
designer Gary Marder “bedecks the 
stage in vivid ornament while main-
taining a suitably dreamlike atmo-
sphere” (San Francisco Chronicle).

Taking on the roles of Bao Yu 
and Dai Yu are Korean tenor Konu 
Kim and Chinese soprano Meigui 
Zhang, respectively, in their Compa-
ny debuts.  A graduate of the young 
artist program at the Royal Opera, 
Covent Garden, Kim was recently 
praised for his “meltingly lovely 
tenor voice with easy top notes” 

(San Diego Union Tribune) as Ferrando in 
Mozart’s “Così fan tutte.”  As a 2018 Merola 
Opera Program participant, Zhang appeared 
in “The Rake’s Progress” for which the 
San Francisco Chronicle observed, “The 
evening’s true star … was soprano Meigui 
Zhang, who brought both tonal bloom and 
alert precision to the role of Anne Trulove.”  
Chinese mezzo-soprano Hongni Wu will 
make her San Francisco Opera debut as 
Bao Chai, the beautiful heiress whom Bao 
Yu must marry.

Korean mezzo-soprano Hyona Kim and 
Taiwanese soprano Karen Chia-ling Ho, 
who both appeared in the world premiere 
cast, reprise their roles as Lady Wang and 
Princess Jia, respectively.  Kim and Ho 
portrayed these roles at the 2017 Hong 
Kong Arts Festival and Ho on the Chinese 
tour.  Completing the vocal ensemble cast 
are mezzo-soprano Sabina Kim in her debut 
as Granny Jia and mezzo-soprano Guang 
Yang as Aunt Xue.  Yang, a winner of both 
the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World and 
Operalia competitions, first appeared with 
San Francisco Opera in 2010 as Amneris in 
Verdi’s “Aida.” 

San Francisco-born actor Francis Jue 
will perform the non-singing role of the 
monk.  Jue is well known for his work in 
theater, including roles in the David Henry 
Hwang plays.  Among his many film and 
television credits are appearances in “Mad-
am Secretary” as Chinese Foreign Minister 
Chen and “The Good Wife. “

Singaporean maestro Darrell Ang joins 
the Company for the first time to conduct the 
San Francisco Opera Orchestra and Chorus, 
the latter prepared by Chorus Director John 
Keene.  Choreography, including for Bao 
Yu’s sensuous dream sequence in Act I, is 
revived by Colm Seery, who recently super-
vised the dance movements for San Fran-
cisco Opera’s presentations of Wagner’s 
“Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg” (2015) 
and Giordano’s “Andrea Chénier” (2016).

The genesis of “Dream of the Red 
Chamber” began when Pearl Lam Bergad, 
executive director of the Minneapolis-based 
Chinese Heritage Foundation, approached 
then-San Francisco Opera General Director 
David Gockley in 2013 about producing an 
opera based on the novel.  From the begin-

Photo: San Francisco Opera

Continued on page 5
L to R: Daniel Dae Kim, Hong, Jamie Lee 
Curtis

Hong plays David Lo Pan in the 1986 film 
Big Trouble in Little China
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John Lee: The man who 
would be HK’s next chief
By Elaine Dunn | May 2022

After Carrie Lam announced she was not 
seeking re-election as Chief Executive of 
Hong Kong in April, there was little doubt 
who would be her successor. After all, what 
Beijing wants, Beijing gets.

John Lee Ka-chiu was Hong Kong’s for-
mer security chief, the one and the same who 
oversaw the heavy-handed police response 
to the pro-democracy protests of 2019. He 
was also a key proponent and enforcer of 
the national security law. Lee was “elected” 
May 8 to be the new head of the city for the 
next five years. His tenure will start July 
1 – the 25th anniversary of Hong Kong’s 
handover from Britain to China.

The past May 8 election is one where 
the 7.4 million Hong Kongers have virtu-
ally no say in choosing their own leader. It’s 
an “election” that, according to euronews, 
“violates democratic principles.”

Lee’s election was the first since HK’s 
electoral system was changed in 2021 to 
ensure “only patriots are allowed” to run 
for office. Another change in 2021 ensured 
that the make-up of the election committee 
included a larger number of seats nominated 
by pro-Beijing organizations.

Lee was the only candidate and gar-
nered 1,416 of the 1428 valid votes from 
the Beijing-picked Election Committee. 
Thirty-three members abstained from voting 
and eight openly voted to “not support” Lee. 

Lee is 64 and a key figure in the failed 
extradition bill that would have sent HK sus-
pects to be tried in the mainland courts under 
Communist rule. He is one of many HK and 
mainland Chinese officials sanctioned by the 
U.S. As a result, Google-owned YouTube 
canceled his channel during his “election” 
campaign, which he decried as “bullying” 
and “unreasonable.”

The chief executive-elect said at a press 
event immediately following his election 
that he was committed to “confront the 
well-entrenched issues that have faced Hong 
Kong for many years, take decisive steps 
and adopt efficient and effective actions to 
resolve them … with a view to delivering 
results that are in the best interest of all Hong 
Kong people

“Safeguarding our country’s sover-
eignty, national security and development 
interests, and protecting Hong Kong from 
internal and external threats, and ensuring 
its stability will continue to be of paramount 
importance,” he added. This, no doubt, 
means he plans to carry out his pledge to 
enact additional local legislation to protect 
against security threats (Article 23 under 
Hong Kong’s mini constitution, aka Basic 
Law).

Lee started his career as a police officer 
in 1977 and rose up the ranks. In 2012, he 
was appointed undersecretary for secu-

rity. He then served as 
secretary for security 
from 2017 to 2021. 
Lam promoted him to 
the Chief Secretary for 
Administration posi-
tion in June 2021 from 
which he resigned in 
April 2022 to run for 
Chief Executive.

Fol lowing is  a 
round-up of Beijing’s 
m e d i a  c o m m e n t s 
about Lee’s “election”:

Communist Party mouthpiece People’s 
Daily says the concluded election has 
opened a new chapter in the implementation 
of “patriots administrating Hong Kong”. 

“During his campaign, Lee has met vari-
ous groups and visited grass-root residents 
to listen to their views and improve his 
manifesto,” it states.

“The chief executive election fully 
showed that after being improved, Hong 
Kong’s electoral system … had safeguarded 
the overall interest of the city, and the inter-
est of different sectors and classes.”

Xinhua’s piece is entitled “New scene 
established under new law, Hong Kong 
makes a new democratic step”.

“Lee was nominated by 796 Election 
Committee members and won with 1,416 
votes. This showed that he was supported 
by the majority of committee members, and 
faces the expectations of the vast majority 
of Hong Kong residents.

“There was no democracy to talk about 
in Hong Kong under British colonial rule. 
The city kicked off its democratic develop-
ment after its return to the motherland … 
Under the leadership of the sixth-term chief 
executive and his team, various sectors will 
be in harmony, and Hong Kong will be able 
to solve various difficulties.”

Reality check from a different front.
On election morning, three members 

of the League of Social Democrats, a local 
activist group, protested the election by at-
tempting to march towards the venue while 
displaying a banner demanding universal 
suffrage. “We believe we represent many 
Hong Kong people in expressing opposi-
tion to this China-style, single-candidate 
election,” one of them told Reuters. 

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) noted, 
“John Lee, who as a former secretary for 
security and chief secretary for administra-
tion took an active role in the dismantling 
of press freedom in Hong Kong under his 
predecessor Carrie Lam. It quoted Cédric 
Alviani, RSF’s East Asia Bureau chief: 
“John Lee has been a key-perpetrator of 
the current campaign against independent 
journalism in Hong Kong, and we have 
every reason to fear that he would only 
amplify the repression during his term as 
chief executive.”

Lee froze the assets of Jimmy Lai’s 
Apple Daily, essentially forcing the inde-
pendent media outlet to close. He oversaw 
the 200-police officer raid on Stand News, a 
pro-democracy nonprofit publication, which 
led to its demise as well. “

In all fairness, there should be a wait-
and-see honeymoon period for Lee. His 
44-page policy platform titled 'Starting a 
New Chapter for Hong Kong Together,” 
outlined four tenets of his vision:

• Strengthening governance capability and 
tackling pressing livelihood issues together,
• Streamlining procedures and providing 
more housing and better living,
• Enhancing overall competitiveness and 
pursuing sustainable development, and
• Building a caring and inclusive society, 
enhancing upward mobility for youths.

Laudable goals. However, as we all 
know, campaign platforms are construct-
ed by a campaign team not necessarily 
grounded in pragmatism. Once in office, his 
media consultants, grassroots residents and 
community advisory groups will all have to 
take a backseat to Beijing. Beijing has made 
it quite clear its authority in Hong Kong is 
never to be questioned again. So far, Lee has 
sidestepped questions on whether he would 
seek reconciliation with pro-democracy 
advocates, including some of whom he had 
jailed. That would be a goodwill first step 

Outgoing Chief Executive Carrie Lam with 
John Lee

towards his “building a caring and inclusive 
society.”

John Lee is a step forward for Beijing 
patriots, for sure. But how will Hong 
Kongers fare under him, the architect behind 
the anti-HK pro-democracy movement? We 
shall see what the “leader” chosen by few 
he’ll be governing will actually do. ♦

Events

"Dream of the 
Red Chamber" 
Continued from page 4

ning, this musical and lyric setting of 
the timeless Chinese love story was to 
have an English libretto so it would 
be readily accessible to non-Chinese 
speakers.  Sheng and Hwang’s opera 
became the first in San Francisco Opera 
history to feature bilingual supertitles 
with text in both English and traditional 
Chinese.

Sung in English with English 
and Chinese supertitles, the seven 
performances of “Dream of the Red 
Chamber” are scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
on June 14, 17, 23, 25 and July 1.  
Afternoon (2 p.m.) performances are 
scheduled for June 19* and July 3.

Tickets and companion activities 
information are available at admin@
chineseheritagefoundation.org.♦

* Performance to be livestreamed 
and on-demand for 48 hours begin-
ning Monday, June 20, at 10 a.m. PT.  
Streaming tickets are $25. ♦

mailto:admin%40chineseheritagefoundation.org?subject=
mailto:admin%40chineseheritagefoundation.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/3GLJpsJ


PAGE 6 / June 2022 did you know... www.chinainsight.info

Chinese and their two-wheelers
By Elaine Dunn | June 2022

Continued on page 7

“… people ride on a vehicle with only two wheels, which 
is held together by a pipe. They sit above this pipe and push 
forward with movements of their feet. They dash along like 
galloping horses.” 

That was how the bicycle was first described in China 
in 1860 by Bin Chun, a Chinese official on a European 
trip to evaluate the latest technological innovations to be 
adopted for military purposes, after seeing the fantasti-
cal 'velocipede,' in Paris. (The velocipede, also known as 
“boneshaker,” is a pedal-less, unsteerable wooden precursor 
to the bicycle.)

June 3 is World Bicycle Day, established in 2018 by the 
United Nations to mark the transformative nature the bicycle 
had on society. And no other country was the bicycle more 
transformative than in China.

Of the one billion bicycles in the world today, approxi-
mately half are in China. 

The bicycle was considered the practical vehicle until 
the mid-2000s when the Chinese economy took off and the 
four-wheeler displaced the two-wheeler. For the latter part 
of the 20th century, bicycling was, for the Chinese, for life, 
i.e., to get to and from work, to shop for groceries, to get 
kids to and from school, etc., not for exercise, though anyone 
bicycling will get a decent workout from it, I’m sure! The 
Chinese relied on bicycles as the mode of transportation. 

So popular was the bicycle that, along with watch and 
sewing machines, it was a must-have item for marriage 
during the 1970s and 1980s. During the 1990s, bicycle 
ownership was one per two persons. 

But that was not always the case.
At the end of the 19th century, the only people who used 

bicycles in China were foreigners who lived in Shanghai. 
No self-respecting Chinese would consider moving around 
on his/her own pedal power. Sweating and exercise were 
not the Chinese way. Chinese got around by sedan chairs or 
rickshaws. Therefore, the Chinese were continually amazed 
at the “big noses’” passion for the bicycle and the physical 
exertion required.

One early incident of Chinese riding a bicycle involved 
the Guanxi Emperor, who was under house arrest following 
a coup by Empress Dowager Cixi in 1898. One day, the 
emperor decided to have a go at a bicycle belonging to a 
foreign doctor within the Forbidden City. The ride ended 
with a royal tumble as the emperor’s queue got caught in 

the rear wheel. And that 
put an end to the emperor’s 
interest in the bicycle.

It was not until the 20th 
century that imported and, 
therefore expensive, bi-
cycles were sold to the 
Chinese.

Early adopters of the 
bicycle were ‘sing-song 
girls’ (prostitutes) in the 
late 1920s who, at the time, 
made a decent income to 
afford bicycles and found 
navigating the ports on 
them convenient. By the 
1930s and 1940s, the two-
wheeler was widely ac-
cepted in China.

During the 1970s and 
1980s, the prevalence of bi-
cycles in the country made 

China the “kingdom of bicycles” ('zìxíngchē wángguó, 自
行車王國). Chinese rode in the rain and in the snow. There 
were so many of them that bicycles were the cause of many 
traffic jams! 

According to a 1993 transportation research paper, the 
earnest use of bicycle as transportation mode took off in 
the late 1970s. By 1982, 40% of registered bicycles were 
in urban areas, with the average distance covered per trip 
as 2.5 miles. Since many Chinese cities have narrow roads 
in its old business districts, public transport cannot access 
these areas, making the bicycle ideal.

However, with the increase of bicycle traffic came 
increased accidents. In 1982, statistics from 20 cities indi-
cate 32.1% of accidents involved bicycles, resulting in 798 

deaths. By 1989, the fatality rate of bicyclists in Shanghai 
alone reached 56.3% (367 bicyclists). 

By 1990 in Beijing, 70% of people traveled by bicycle 
while public transport ridership declined to 20%. Bicycle 
ownership in the country had reached approximately 500 
million. There were seven million registered bicycle riders 
in Beijing and 6.5 in Shanghai. Bicycles outnumbered cars 
10 to 1. 

In 1998, bicycles were banned from East Xisi Street, 
near the Forbidden City in Beijing to ease car traffic con-
gestion. The ban was extended to other streets later on. Not 
exactly a “good call” as Beijing was experiencing some of 
the world's worst air pollution at that time. Bicycles were 
banned from all major roads in Shanghai in 2004 to make 
more room for cars. 

How the Chinese use their bikes
The internet has tons of photos capturing the amazing 

assortment of stuff carried on the backs of two- and three-
wheelers! Safety is not an issue, people.

The Flying Pigeon bicycle, symbol of an egalitarian social 
system that promised little comfort but a reliable ride through 
life, is a black, one-gear bike. Deng Xiaoping defined 
prosperity as "a Flying Pigeon in every household.”
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Chinese and their two-wheelers
Continued from page 6

Cycling hazards

Riding a bicycle in China takes great skill! It is definitely 
not for the faint of heart! Cars and bikes co-mingle – bikes 
in car lanes and vice versa! Chinese cyclists cross six lanes 
of traffic with no hesitation. One Westerner’s account on 
a ride in Beijing:

[she] moved ahead to the first lane of cross traf-
fic ... Seeing a gap, she pushed through to the next 
lane, braked to a near standstill, them pumped her 
way across another lane. After a couple more lanes 
I began to see the gaps that seemed so clear to her.

U.S. Olympic cyclist Taylor Finney said he couldn’t 
believe that none of the Chinese were wearing helmets 
after he took his bike out on the streets of Beijing during 
the Olympics in 2008. “I wore a helmet because I’m scared 
of Chinese drivers!” he said. “I’m scared even on a bus. 
There’s no way I’m not wearing a helmet.” 

Ah, yes, helmets. While leisure cycling is catching on 
among Chinese yuppies and college students, few take to 
the busy streets. Those who do wear helmets, but they’re a 
tiny minority. The commuting laborers don’t wear helmets. 
Some drivers are courteous to cyclists, but others, especially 
the nouveaux riches in their luxury sedans, tend to cut off 
cyclists and deny them the right of way. They honk, not as 
a warning, but as “get out of my way!” 

Of riding in Guangzhou, William Foreman of Associated 
Press wrote in 2009: 

“Cyclists feel themselves being pushed aside. A 
bike lane near my home is marked with a thick white 

line, a sign and a bike symbol painted on the pave-
ment. But the line has been chopped up for parking 
spaces. It’s now a bike lane only when motorists 
aren’t using it. Anyway, lanes may as well not ex-
ist — drivers seem to think their cars are protected 
by a force field. And it’s not just drivers who are a 
menace, but pedestrians and even other cyclists. I 
recently slammed into a migrant worker who blindly 
pedaled into an intersection. Neither of us was seri-
ously injured, but I badly bruised my hip and wrist 
as I hit the road and bounced for a few feet.
Speed bumps -- and the Chinese authorities love them 

-- are another hazard! Their purpose seems designed not 
to slow speeders but to punish them. There are no posted 
warnings and they are usually unpainted and hard to see. 
Worst, sometimes substituted with a cheap option — a thick 
pipe across the road, anchored by roughly cut spikes of rebar 
that can slice open bike tires. 

And, not to be forgotten, the equally dangerous hazard: 
construction waste! Cement chunks, broken bricks, scraps 
of dry wall, splintered plywood —dumped on streets where 
they can, and probably have, take down any unwary cyclist

Bike graveyards

 Recycling facilities are scarce in China. Huge piles of 
old bikes continue to grow as people ride their bike to a bike 
graveyard and toss it onto the already massive heap. Another 
source of abandoned bikes is from the over-rapid-growth of 

Heaps of ride-share bikes laid to rest in the city of Xiamen

ride-share bikes that users can use and drop off anywhere 
without the need to return them to a dock. Oversupply and 
insufficient demand led one failed bike-share company CEO 
to admit his business plan was “filled with arrogance.” And 
that miscalculated move by him and his peers have led to 
truckloads of discarded brightly coloured bikes dumped 
by the truckloads at bike graveyards around the country.

Chinese bike industry
The bicycle industry in China began in the 1930s with 

assembly plants for foreign-made bicycles established. By 
the 1940s, Chinese-made bicycles began appearing. One of 
the earliest Chinese brands, Anchor, was actually started by 
a Japanese in Tianjin. The brand was renamed “Victory” 
and, eventually, “Zhongzi.”

At its peak, the Shanghai Forever Bicycle Company 
produced 33.5 million bicycle every year, and one out of 
every four Chinese rode a bicycle made by them. However, 
bicycle production in China has been falling since 1995. 
Statistics provided by the China Bicycle Association CBA, 
China’s total bicycle production in 2018 was 73 million 
units, a decrease of 15.3 million units compared with 2017. 
The main reason given for the 17% decline was the impact 
of shared bicycles. Total bicycle export volume is 57 million 
units, with the top three export markets being the United 
States (16 million units), Japan (nearly 6 million units) and 
Indonesia (more than 5 million units). But China Daily re-
ported in February 2022 that Chinese bicycle exports soared 
during the past two years as consumers sought to maintain 
social distancing. Exports rose 14.9% to 69.26 million units 
in 2021, at a value of US$5.11 billion.

The bike lanes in China have been gobbled up by cars. 
The country has been rapidly losing its attachment to the 
human-powered two-wheeler. Bicycle usage declined when 
car ownership rose. Nowadays, the roads belong to the four-
wheeler, not the bicycle anymore. 

However, given the cost of gas these days, the two-
wheeler is probably a much more economical means for 
getting from point A to point B for the foreseeable future. 
And maybe e-bikes and e-scooters will replace the tradi-
tional bicycle. ♦
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Vaccines protect us
Interviews with Ange Hwang and Nimisha Ahir
Source: Asian Media Access | Chinese American Chamber of Commerce-
MN and Spitfire
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when a certain level makes its way through 
the bloodstream. But vaccines don’t work 
the same way because vaccines do not 
contain drugs. 

Vaccines work by turning on the immune 
system. So, the most important factor is 
how quickly a child’s immune system re-
acts. This depends on the development of a 
child’s body. Development depends on age, 
not size. That is why the vaccine doses are 
adjusted to age. Puberty starts at around 12 
years old. This is when children have many 
hormonal and developmental changes. That 
is why 12 years was chosen as the cutoff 
between the two vaccine doses.

The vaccine was tested on 3,100 chil-
dren of all races, including 90 Asian chil-
dren.5 It was approved because it does not 
cause any serious safety issues for kids. 
Being fully vaccinated (2-3 doses) is impor-
tant for maintaining strong immunity. Kids 
aged 5-11 are severely under-vaccinated. 
On April 27, 2022, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health reported that 42% of kids in 
this age group have received a dose of the 
COVID vaccine, and only 38% are fully 
vaccinated.6 

Community safety
Staying safe is an individual, family, 

and community effort. When more people 
get vaccinated, it becomes more difficult 
for the virus to spread. That’s why vaccines 
are about community well-being as much as 
personal health. 

Creating strong immunity in the whole 
community is important for protecting 
older adults and people with other health 
problems. Getting vaccinated honors your 
responsibility to family and community 
wellness. 

Doctors and nurses are ready to answer 
your questions and ease your worries. So, 
keep asking questions and talking with 
family members and friends about their 
vaccine experience. That will help you 
decide whether vaccines are right for you 
and your family. For more information, visit 
projecthealings.info. ♦

Notes:
1. A Race to Close the Disproportionate CO-
VID-19 Death Rates in Minnesota’s Asian Com-
munity. (2021). Coalition of Asian American 
Leaders, Hmong Public Health Association, 
Southeast Asia Resource Center, University of 
Minnesota School of Public Health.

2. Situation Update for COVID-19—Minnesota 
Dept. Of Health. Retrieved April 28, 2022.

3. A Race to Close the Disproportionate CO-
VID-19 Death Rates in Minnesota’s Asian Com-
munity. (2021). Coalition of Asian American 
Leaders, Hmong Public Health Association, 
Southeast Asia Resource Center, University of 
Minnesota School of Public Health.

4. www.amamedia.org

5. COVID-19 vaccines for kids: What you need 
to know. (n.d.). Mayo Clinic. Retrieved April 
28, 2022, from Gurtman, A. (2021, November 
2). BNT162b2 (COVID-19 Vaccine, mRNA) 
Vaccine –in Individuals 5 to <12 Years of Age. 

6. COVID-19 Vaccine Data. (2022, April 27). 
COVID-19 Updates and Information - State of 
Minnesota.

Pacific Islander heritage in Minnesota. The 
Coalition of Asian American Leaders reports 
that COVID was the top cause of death for 
Hmong, Karen, and Karenni Minnesotans 
in 2020.3 Twenty-nine percent of Hmong, 
Karen, and Karenni deaths in Minnesota 
were from COVID compared to 11% of 
deaths among white Minnesotans. Overall, 
half of Asian Minnesotans who died from 
COVID were Hmong. This suggests that 
public health programs are not effectively 
supporting and reaching diverse AAPI com-
munities.

Asian cultural beliefs about 
wellness

Many Asian cultures have customs and 
beliefs that help them protect communities 
from viruses like COVID. For example, 
many Asian cultures put community and 
family first. This has encouraged social dis-
tancing and wearing masks. Those actions 
help stop the spread of COVID.

Asian philosophies of health and medi-
cine have a long and well-tested history. For 
example, practitioners have been developing 
and improving acupuncture for more than 
4,000 years. 

Asian medicine differs from Western 
approaches that focus on treating specific 
diseases and symptoms. Asian medical 
practices often support whole-body wellness 
and try to bring the body into balance with 
the environment. This can mean eating and 
sleeping well, exercising, and adjusting to 
the season. 

Using natural ingredients and processes 
is also central to many Asian medicine 
practices. For example, herbal medicines 
are often the first choice for treatment. 
The preference for natural solutions is one 
reason why many AAPI people choose to 
naturally build immunity instead of getting 
vaccinated. 

Natural remedies are great for staying 
healthy long-term, but COVID poses a 
severe and immediate danger. Extra efforts 
are needed to stay safe, and vaccines can 
make a big difference.

Ange Hwang, a Minnesotan and ex-
ecutive director of Asian Media Access 
4, shared, “Last year was my first time to 
take the initiative to get the seasonal flu 
shot along with COVID-19 vaccine shots. I 
usually feel safe even catching the flu, with 
a couple days of rest, I would recover. But 
the speed of COVID-19 spreading and the 
severe sickness it caused alerted me to get 
vaccination ASAP to better protect myself 
and my family.” 

Far from being unnatural, vaccines 
support your body to build immunity in the 
same way as if you got the real COVID. Vac-
cines train your body to fight COVID and 
naturally build an immune response. Getting 
COVID causes many dangerous reactions in 
your body. But vaccines allow you to build 
immunity in a safe and predictable way. 

Care for children
COVID can also be very dangerous for 

children and can cause lasting health prob-
lems. Since August 2021, 20% of COVID 
cases have been kids. More and more kids 
are also going to the hospital because of 
the virus. Vaccines help protect children. 
The Pfizer vaccine is safe and available for 
children 5 years old and up. It comes in two 
doses that were designed for kids ages 5-11 
and 12-17. 

Many Asian parents are worried about 
whether the vaccine dose is safe for their 
small children and why the vaccine doses 
are by age and not weight. Weight is im-
portant when giving the right amount of 
medicine (like Tylenol). Medicines work 

Asians have gotten COVID in Minnesota 
alone, and over 470 died from it, according 
to the Minnesota Department of Health.2 

We often talk about an Asian American 
Pacific Islander community, but there are 
many different communities with Asian and 

Asian American and Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) communities in Minnesota face in-
creased health challenges from COVID-19. 
Asians make up 5% of the Minnesota popu-
lation but 8% of critical COVID hospital 
cases.1 As of April 2022, more than 63,900 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/covid-19-vaccines-for-kids/art-20513332
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/covid-19-vaccines-for-kids/art-20513332
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-11-2-3/02-COVID-Gurtman-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-11-2-3/02-COVID-Gurtman-508.pdf
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/data/index.jsp
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/data/index.jsp
http://projecthealings.info/
http://www.amamedia.org/
https://caalmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CAAL-HPHA-Covid-Report-Fin-041921.pdf
http://www.amamedia.org/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html#raceeth1
https://caalmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CAAL-HPHA-Covid-Report-Fin-041921.pdf
https://caalmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CAAL-HPHA-Covid-Report-Fin-041921.pdf
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Abortions and population 
growth in mainland China 

By Elaine Dunn | June 2022

Following a leak of the draft opinion 
indicating the U.S. Supreme Court justices 
may overturn Roe v. Wade, many Americans 
are up in arms. CNN reported a Marquette 
Law School poll taken a week after the 
leak showed the Supreme Court’s approval 
rating among Democrats declined from 
49% in March 2022 to 26%. Meanwhile, 
for Republicans, it increased slightly from 
64% to 68%. 

Abortions had been legal in the U.S. for 
half a century. Even if Roe v. Wade were to 
be overturned, it only means legality is the 
decision for each state to make within its 
borders, not at the federal level. Currently, 
26 states have laws that could restrict access 
to abortion if Roe is overturned.

A May 2022 Forbes article reported that 
an estimated 630,000- 886.000 (2019 data) 
women sought the procedure annually in the 
U.S. Now, with Roe V. Wade in jeopardy, the 
concern is women will be forced to travel 
farther and tackle the varying restrictions 
among different states to access safe abor-
tion providers.

In mainland China, a January 2022 
report published on the China Family 
Planning Association’s website mentioned 
“special efforts will be made to address 
the reproductive health concerns of spe-
cific groups, and that there will be special 
campaigns to intervene in abortions among 
unmarried people and adolescents so as to 
tackle unwanted pregnancies and improve 
reproductive health.”

The Chinese National Bureau of Sta-
tistics reported population in China had 
increased by only 480,000 since end-2020. 
For the past five years, annual total number 
of induced abortions in China are at ap-
proximately 9.5 million. Statistics also show 
a large number of these induced abortion 
seekers are repeat “customers.” Is reducing 
abortion China’s plan to protect “national 
fertility”?

The Chinese communist government im-
plemented the One-Child Policy in 1980 to 
control population growth and alleviate the 
famine problem as a result of Mao Zedong’s 
failed Great Leap Forward (combination 
of radical agricultural and inefficient food 
distribution policies). The One-Child Policy 
officially ended in January 2016.

While the One-Child Policy was in 
effect, there were many forced abortions. 

Violators also faced steep fines and threats 
of lost jobs. It also resulted in many sex-
selective abortions because of the country 
‘s social preference for boys. This led to a 
grave gender imbalance in the mainland. 
In 2016, author-journalist Mei Fong’s book 
“One Child” cited there are 30 million more 
men than women in China, i.e., 30 million 
men, aka “bare branches,” who have no 
hope of finding a bride.

"What made these good people 
do evil things?"

In December 2007, a Taiwan newspaper 
quoted the director of China’s state family 
planning commission admitting the One-
Child Policy had led to forced abortions, 
infanticide as well as abandonment of newly 
born baby girls. Two Chinese-born filmmak-
ers produced the 2019 Sundance U.S. Grand 
Jury Prize-winning documentary “One 
Child Nation” that exposed the brutality and 
trauma the policy gave birth to, ranging from 
forced sterilizations and abortions, to gov-
ernment abductions. It featured a midwife 
who estimates she performed 60,000 abor-
tions while the policy was in effect. Many 
of the abortions were late-term because the 
women tried to hide their pregnancies. And 
if the babies were born alive, the midwife 
would have to kill it. Even though she felt 
guilty performing abortions and killing 
live-borns, she considered her primary role 
as a “loyal communist party member” was 
to fulfil her duty in enforcing the one-child 
policy.

Almost every person, ranging from ordi-
nary Chinese citizen to family planning of-
ficials the filmmakers spoke to believed they 
did not have a choice -- that they were doing 
something good for the country overall.

In 2010, al-Jazeera television showed 
a video of a very pregnant (eight months 
along) Chinese woman forced to terminate 
her pregnancy at a Xiamen hospital. The 
forced abortion was because the couple 
already had a 10-year-old daughter. The 
unborn baby was given a lethal injection.

Reggie Littlejohn, president of Women’s 
Rights Without Frontiers, told Media 
Research Center that the 2010 al-Jazeera 
video is “further evidence that China’s 
coercive family planning practices cause 
more violence against women than any 
other official policy on earth … Thousands 

of women are being dragged out of their 
homes, thrown into ‘family planning’ jail 
cells, strapped down to tables and forced to 
abort pregnancies that they want, even up 
to the ninth month.”

By the time China ended the 35-year 
run of the One-Child Policy, approximately 
336 million abortions had taken place, the 
majority of which were aborted girls.

Abortions had been legal in China until 
the early 1950s when the government made 
it illegal unless:
• The mother had a preexisting medical 
condition
• A spontaneous is expected, and
• The expectant mother had already under-
gone two or more Caesarian sections
• The expectant mother already had four 
other children and the pregnancy occurred 
within four months of giving birth to the 
last child.

Abortions were again legalized by the 
Chinese government in 1988 and abortion 
levels remain high. Between 2014-2018, 
China’s National Health Commission show 
there was an average of 9.7 million pregnan-
cies terminated annually.

In its current battle against negative 
population growth, China has enacted the 
Two-Child Policy in 2016 and 
then, the Three-Child Policy 
in 2021, but to no avail. Better 
educated women who now have 
great career opportunities are 
reluctant to have bigger families, 
especially since the cost of living 
is so high. A team of Chinese de-
mographers revealed in February 
2022 that to raise a child to age 
18 in general takes an average of 
US$76,662. In urban areas, that 
number increases to US$99,582. 
And, in the top two metropolitan 

areas, it’s even higher: Beijing, $153,167; 
Shanghai, $199,165.

So, when news of the government 
wished to reduce “non-medical”-related 
abortions in October 2021, the backlash 
was swift and furious. Women took to so-
cial media in droves saying they were fed 
up with the government’s efforts to control 
their bodies. Sound familiar? 

A top female Weibo commentator wrote, 
“The female body has become a tool. When 
(the state) wants you to bear a child, you 
must do it at all cost. When (the state) 
doesn't want it, you're not allowed to give 
birth even at the risk of death."

Not only are Chinese citizens refusing 
to be pressured into producing children, the 
number of couples registered to be married 
had plummeted to a 36-year low in 2021. 
As a result, nine of the 23 provinces have 
reported negative population growth. 

The government now has to change tack 
completely to deal with the effects of the 
One-Child Policy: the rapidly aging popula-
tion and a shrinking workforce.

For a country that has favoured boys 
since the beginning of time, women of 
childbearing age may be the government’s 
most prized asset now. ♦

Child with bandana as the government ends One-Child 
Policy

https://www.wellsfargo.com/locator/
https://www.chinainsight.info/images/past_issues/2014/2014-2/2014-02.pdf
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Dong residential buildings in China
Part 2: Wooden and mixed houses
By Chen Min and Bu Aihua | Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage at Huaihua University | contributors

Last month’s column dealt with earthen 
dwellings of the Dongs.  We continue with 
the other types of dwellings this month.

With the development of times and 
improvement of people’s living standards, 
earthen dwellings are rarely found now 
across the Dong areas. What commonly 
seen nowadays in the Dong districts are the 
wooden houses and mixed ones.

II. Wooden houses
Wooden houses fall into four types: ordi-

nary houses, raised-eaves houses, high-foot 
houses and stilted houses.

2.1 Ordinary houses 
Houses of this type usually consist of 

two storeys.  The first storey is for daily life 
and the second, for warehouses or for keep-
ing sundries.  The hall, kitchen, bedrooms 
and storage rooms are all on the first storey.  
The bedrooms and storage rooms usually 
have wooden floors to prevent dampness and 
moisture, while the hall and kitchen are left 
with bare dirt.  The hall, close to the gate, 
is situated at the center of the house.  In the 
front stands a shrine, for worshiping ances-
tors.  Bedrooms and kitchen. Are to the left 
and right of the hall.  There are additional 
pens for poultry and livestock in front of or 
behind the house.  This type of building is 
commonly seen in the eastern and northern 
parts of Tongdao County, Hunan Province.

2.2 Houses with raised eaves 
This kind of residential building enjoys 

its own characteristics.  The space at the 
entrance is in a geometrical shape of the 
Chinese character “ba (eight).”.  A two-door 
gate is in the middle of the front, installed 
when the framework is erected and flanked 
by two exquisite lattice windows.  The main 
hall is close to the gate, with a kitchen on 
either the left or right side.  Other rooms on 
the first floor are bedrooms or a storeroom.  
The front half of the second floor is reserved 
for a wide corridor, and the back half for 
storage and other purposes.  These houses 
are mainly characterized by raised eaves 
with an extra part about 2-ft high over the 
front eaves, and the back eaves are longer 
than the front ones, forming a roof gable.  
These buildings usually have only two sto-
reys each, with an entrance corridor about 
6-ft. wide.  A platform is extruding a little 
more than one foot long over the corridor, 
installed with railings or a window.  The first 
floor consists of the main hall, the room for 
fireplace and bedrooms, etc., while the sec-
ond floor is reserved for storehouse, guest 
rooms or sundries.  Such buildings are very 
common in the northwest and southwest 
Tongdao County.  A typical case is Yang’s 

Mansion among the “ancient architectural 
buildings in Yutou Dong Village," a key cul-
tural heritage site under national protection 
with a history of over 300 years. 

Yang’s Mansion is a two-bay wooden 
building with raised eaves.  On the first floor, 
the first room has an aisle over three feet 
wide in the front half and a fireplace room 
(kitchen) in the back half. where stairs lead-
ing to the second storey are.  The back half 
of the second floor consists of storehouse 
and bedroom, and the front leaves a big 
space without ceiling.  The roof is of small 
grey tiles.  This building is surrounded by 
3-ft. high walls built with old-style bricks, 
without drainage ditch.  With the passage 
of time, the ceiling and wall boards are 
black yet shining, seemingly having been 
lacquered.  This house is the oldest among 
the ancient buildings in Yutou Dong Village, 
a typical specimen for the study of Dong 
residential houses.

 
2.3 High-foot houses  

High-foot houses are built on the 
improvement of those with raised eaves.  
Despite of covering a relatively large area, 
the wooden house with raised eaves actually 
has low rate of space utilization because 
damp-proof wooden boards are paved on the 
ground floor, it is still far from full utiliza-
tion.  To solve this problem, Dongs elevate 
the first floor to leave enough room for the 
ground floor for raising livestock and storing 
sundries and firewood.  As a result, living 
on the first floor will be more comfortable 
with better lighting and ventilation. 

 
2.4 Stilt houses

Most of the Dong people live in the 
mountainous areas, which are full of uneven 
terrains, so they have to build houses on 
stilts the hill slopes or by a stream. 

About six feet above ground, tenons 
are made on the pillars to fit into the square 
columns on which boards are paved to 
form the floor.  Most of such houses have 
“side rooms,” forming a gable and hip roof 

or overhanging gable roof.  Moreover, a 
suspended protruding part is added to the 
front under the eaves to enlarge the space. 

Stilt houses are most typical of Dong 
buildings, compatible with the natural en-
vironment of the mountainous areas.  They 
usually consist of two or three storeys, 
conducive to keeping dry and to achieving 
perfect ventilation and lighting.  They are 
completely made of timber, with roof cov-
ered by grey tiles, fir barks or straw.  The 
walls, made of fir or pine boards, are always 
shinning after being painted with layers of 
tung oil, making the houses a charming 
blackish red.  The ground floor is reserved 
for poultry and livestock, farm tools and 
other sundries.  The second floor, the main 
space for the family’s daily activity, is more 
spacious and brighter than the ground floor, 
and consists of corridors, a main hall, a 
fireplace room, bedrooms and a storeroom.  
The corridor in the front half of the second 
floor is the place where housework is done, 
including women spinning and weaving and 
enjoying the cool breeze in summer.  On the 
occasion of wedding or funeral, a feast will 
be held here.  The main hall is in the center 
of the second floor, with a shrine in front.  
Storeroom is situated behind the hall, with 
the door facing the fireplace room (kitchen). 

The fireplace 
room is on the left 
or right of the hall 
for cooking and 
keeping warm by 
the fire in win-
ter.  Spinning also 
take place there.  
Moreover, young 
boys and girls sing 
in antiphonal style 
around the fire at 
festivals.  A big 
bamboo basket 
is hung over the 
fireplace to dry 
clothes or food on 
rainy days. 

On the third floor, there are bedrooms, 
storeroom and other rooms for women to 
weave cloth and store the spinning and 
weaving tools. 

III. Mixed houses 
With development of society and prog-

ress of technology, great changes have taken 
place in the building materials for Dong, 
who have built many mixed houses made 
of bricks and timbers.

 
3.1 Brick and wood houses 

Based on the stilted wooden framework, 
the first storey is walled by laying bricks, 
and the first floor is paved with clay or con-
crete.  The second floor is still paved with 
wooden boards.  Thus, such building is solid 
and resistant to rain, prolonging durability 
and solving the shortage of timbers.

  
3.2 Brick and concrete houses 

As for such houses, the first storey is 
completely made of modern bricks with 
concrete structure and covered by hollow 
precast slabs.  Buildings on wooden stilts 
with one or more storeys are relatively ex-
pensive, but quite magnificent.  Since the 
wooden structures are above the first storey, 
it is resistant to both moisture and corro-
sion, and well-ventilated.  Now, more and 
more wealthy villagers have transformed 
their original wooden houses into such new 
buildings. 

In short, over the past decades, great 
changes have taken place in the residential 
buildings of Chinese people of all ethnic 
groups.  As a result, many old houses have 
been replaced by tall new buildings across 
the Dong areas. ♦

Professor Bu Aihua is the head of International Office, Centre for Hongkong, Macau 
and Taiwan Exchange as well as the dean of International School of Huaihua Uni-
versity where The Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage is located. She spent 2017 in 
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Chinese Culture, biculturalism and bicultural active living lifestyle with a special focus 
on the Hmong youth in western part of Hunan Province and the state of Minnesota.

Chen Min is an associate professor from the Foreign Language School of Huaihua 
University.  His research covers translation, comparative education and cross-culture.  
This paper is sponsored by his research project of Philosophy and Social Science of 
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Houses with raised eaves in Yutou Dong 
Village, Tongdao County, Hunan Province
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A high-foot house
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Below: A brick and concrete house
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“Messy Roots: A Graphic 
Memoir of  a Wuhanese 
American” by Laura Gao
Reviewed by Susan Blumberg-Kason | Asian Review of Books | March 
20, 2022

Author: Laura Gao
Publisher: Balzer + Bray
Publication date: March 
2022
Hardcover: 272 pages

Laura Gao is a comic artist and bread lover currently living in San Francisco.  
Laura’s art career began by doodling on Pokemon cards and has since 
blossomed to be featured on NPR, HuffPost, and most notably, her parents’ 
fridge.  She is a proud queer Asian-American immigrant and strives to 
inspire others to live unapologetically loud.

After graduating business school, she was hired on as product manager 
at Twitter.  She hoped presenting Wuhan’s city “history,” architecture and 
economy in a graphic novel will combat the negative impact of being known 
as the origin of COVID-19.

She has since quit her position at Twitter and is focusing on being an artist.

About the reviewer
Susan Blumberg-Kason is the author of “Good Chinese Wife: A Love Affair with 

China Gone Wrong” and co-edited “Hong Kong Noir.”  
As a child, she dreamed of visiting China and Hong Kong and eventually, went 

to study Mandarin and received a Master of Philosophy in Government and Public 
Administration from the Chinese University of Hong Kong, where she also researched 
emerging women’s rights.  She’s a freelance journalist now based in the Chicago 
suburbs, where she is also an elected trustee of her public library as well. 

Laura Gao was born in Wuhan and spent 
her first four years with grandparents in 
China while her mother and father studied in 
the US. When she reunites with her parents, 
she finds herself in the strange land of Texas 
where teachers and new classmates can-
not pronounce her Chinese name, the only 
name she knows. Gao writes about culture 
shock and identity in her engaging new 
book, “Messy Roots: A Graphic Memoir 
of a Wuhanese American,” a story nicely 
accompanied by vivid drawings.

The reference to Wuhan in the title is de-
liberate: Gao starts her story with the nasty 
reactions she experienced in the U.S. in 
January 2020 when the city and what would 
later be seen as the pandemic first entered 
the news. During a game of ping-pong with 
a friend or acquaintance, Gao is subjected to 
verbal harassment about eating stereotypes 
in China, only to be told it was just a joke.

Most of the book takes place during 
Gao’s childhood, from when she arrives in 
Texas from Wuhan and the ways in which 
she struggles to fit in over the years, espe-
cially when it comes to her Chinese name, 
Gao Yuyang.

 
I barely knew how to pronounce 

“Texas,” let alone call it my home. 
Wuhan was more foreign than Mars 
here. I wished we’d never moved 
so that I wouldn’t have to explain 
myself. Roll call was always a living 
nightmare. I started memorizing the 
list so I could save the teachers from 
their misery.

 Her mother tries to explain the unique-
ness of her Chinese name and why her 
parents chose it especially for her.

 
高 (Gao) means tall and mighty, 

like the skies. 宇 (Yu) the cosmos, 
infinite and mysterious. And lastly, 
洋 (Yang) means the seas, peaceful 
and safe. Altogether, it means you 
are our world!
 
Gao draws her name in bold characters 

with images of her mother and herself look-
ing up at the sky with a bright sun, peering 
at stars in the night sky and swimming with 
fish, all to illustrate the meaning of Gao 
Yuyang. But young Gao does not appreci-
ate this meaning and instead takes the name 
Laura after hearing of the First Lady, Laura 
Bush. She feels there could not be a name 
more American.

The Gao family, some years after the 
birth of their son, Jerry (Laura chose her 
brother’s name after the cartoon character), 
return to Wuhan for a visit and Gao reunites 
with cousins she used to spend time with 
before she emigrated. Gao writes about and 
draws the most popular Wuhan street food 
like re gan mian, hot and dry noodles in 
sesame paste, and dou pi, fried sticky rice 
and meat in a thin bean wrapper. She also 
introduces readers to some common terms 
in the Wuhan dialect and how they differ 
from Mandarin.

As Gao grows and finds a place in high 
school and later at the University of Penn-
sylvania, she becomes more comfortable in 

her own skin, both as a Chinese American 
and queer student.

The book ends with Gao’s last trip to 
Wuhan before the pandemic started. It’s 
during this trip that she learns to appreciate 
the name her parents gave her.

 
There’s still so much about 

myself I’ve yet to explore. But right 
now, I’m Laura Yuyang Gao. And my 
world is … Tall and mighty, like the 
skies. Infinite and mysterious like the 
cosmos. And peaceful and safe, like 
the sea. And I’ll bring it all with me, 
wherever I go next. ♦
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Kerry Brown is Professor of Chinese Studies and Director of the Lau China Institute at King's 
College	London.		He	is	an	Associate	of	the	Asia	Pacific	Programme	at	Chatham	House,	
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About the reviewer

John Butler recently retired as As-
sociate Professor of Humanities at the 
University College of the North in The 
Pas, Manitoba, Canada, and has taught 
at universities in Canada, Nigeria and 
Japan.  He specializes in early mod-
ern travel literature (especially Asian 
travel) and 17th-century intellectual 
history.  His books include an edition 
of “Sir Thomas Herbert’s Travels in 
Africa, Persia and Asia the Great” 
(2012) and most recently an edition of 
Sir Paul Rycaut's “Present State of the 
Ottoman Empire” (1667) and a book of 
essays, “Off the Beaten Track: Essays 
on Unknown Travel Writers.”

“China Through European Eyes” is a 
very helpful and well-presented annotated 
anthology of extracts from European writ-
ers on China. The authors presented range 
from Marco Polo to Roland Barthes, which 
gives readers wide and various perspectives 
on the subject; some see China as a threat, 
others romanticize it, and still others find 
inspiration in its world-outlook. It is an 
ideal starting-off place for anyone interested 
in how China has been viewed by Western 
intellectuals over the centuries, and the edi-
tors have done good service by providing 
substantial extracts in one place, together 
with informative introductions and a good 
selection of further readings listed at the 
end of the book. It would make ideal read-
ing for any students of cultural exchanges 
between China and the West, and it broadens 
our knowledge of how the West’s attitude 
towards China varied and how we got to the 
place we are now.

The selections include observations by 
well-known intellectuals such as Voltaire, 
Bertrand Russell, Simone de Beauvoir, 
Hegel, Marx and Jung, but readers also 
encounter travelers. These include the Abbé 
Evariste Régis Huc (1813-1860), who dyed 
his skin yellow as part of his disguise as 
he travelled through areas of China where 
Christians were being persecuted, and John 
Barrow’s account of Lord Macartney’s 
embassy (1792). Barrow characterized 
the Chinese as “puerile” and “gross and 
vulgar,” although he admitted that they 
were really good at firework displays. We 
also have the Reverend Samuel Purchas 
(1577-1626), a “travel-liar” who never left 
Cambridge except to go to London (a 56-
mile trip) but whose mind and imagination 
went everywhere, including China, where 
he tells us that the “Great Khan” employed 
“ten thousand falconers,” whose actions he 
watches “abiding in a Chamber carried upon 
four elephants.”

The differences in the observations 
expressed by the writers in this book are 
well-illustrated by the selections offered, 
and some are striking in their apparent 

“modernity,” a characteristic which demon-
strates that contemporary thinking often dif-
fers little from that of the past. Montesquieu, 
for example, sees China, which he calls “a 
despotic state, whose principle is fear,” an 
example of what we would now call to-
talitarianism, and notes that the Chinese see 
the world quite differently from the West. 
“Their customs, manners, law and religion 
being the same thing,” he asserts, “they 
cannot change all these at once,” unless, of 
course, someone conquers them, in which 
case “either the conquered or the conquerors 
must change.” For Montesquieu, in China 
“it has always been the conqueror,” because 
it’s easier that way. If you can’t beat them, 
join them. He laments that this means Chris-
tianity can’t make much headway there. 
Leibniz’s observations, on the other hand, 
are extremely latitudinarian and show a con-
certed effort to understand Chinese thinking 
in and of itself, in spite of the fact that he 
had never been to China, knew no Chinese, 
and gleaned all his knowledge from reading. 
Hegel, another armchair traveller, wanted to 
fit China into his theory of what he called the 
“world-spirit,” the idea that consciousness 
is non-individual, that it’s shared by people 
everywhere. Hegel’s prose is, as might be 
expected, complex and dense, but there’s 
clarity, too: “The universal Will,” he tells us, 
“displays its activity immediately through 
that of the individual,” and that, for Hegel, 
includes Chinese individuals.

The surprise, for me, was Voltaire, who 
wrote a long entry on China in his famous 
“Dictionnaire philosophique”(1752). He 
argues that China must be encountered on 
its own terms, and he has great admiration 
for Confucius as well as a healthy respect 
for the reasons that the Chinese emperors 
of the Qing dynasty actually first engaged 
intellectually with the Jesuits although they 
eventually expelled them for their mis-
sionary activities. Voltaire’s well-known 
antipathy to the Catholic church probably 
lay behind his enthusiasm, but this bias 
does not reduce the general validity of his 
observations. “The religion of their learned 

is admirable,” Voltaire wrote, “and free 
from superstitions, from absurd legends, 
from dogmas insulting both to reason and 
nature,” and, in spite of Western assertions 
to the contrary, they are not atheists.

We can find some of this echoed in the 
sociologist Max Weber’s analysis of what 
the Chinese believe. Weber, who also wrote 
about India and the Middle East, approached 
Chinese thought through Confucianism 
(Leibniz called it a “cult”), as did many 
other Europeans, which he understood was 
primarily a system of ethics rather than 
philosophy as practiced in the West, which 
dealt with questions such as the nature of 
reality. As Weber noted, “Confucianism 
was in large measure bereft of metaphysical 
interest.” He believed that in Confucianism 
“the basic impulses of human conduct were 
economic and sexual,” and that as a result 
“the world was … just as imperfect as man.” 
There was no sense of sin and guilt in this 
world outlook.

The general reaction to these readings is 
that Western intellectuals had a wide-rang-
ing amount of ideas about China. There’s 
a refreshing sense of cultural curiosity in 
most of these writings, even if the authors 
never went anywhere near China. What is 
perhaps most striking is that modern atti-
tudes towards this country are not surpris-
ingly different from those articulated by 
past generations of China students. China 
is often considered as a threat, sometimes 
a land of exoticism, and even occasionally 
as a role model or at least a place worthy 
of examination for the validity of its way 
of life and whether it could have a positive 
impact on our own way of thinking in the 
West. Many writers commend the broad-
mindedness of the Chinese; Bertrand Rus-
sell stated plainly “I think the tolerance of 
the Chinese is in excess of anything that 
Europeans can imagine,” and that Chinese 
civilization was “built upon a more humane 
and civilized outlook than our own.” And, as 
far as the Chinese “threat” was concerned, 
Karl Marx felt that “The Chinese have at 
least 99 injuries to complain of to one on the 

part of the English,” referring to the Opium 
Wars and their aftermath.

We also have some examples from the 
writings of Roland Barthes, Julia Kristeva 
and Simone de Beauvoir; to my mind only 
de Beauvoir has something useful or reveal-
ing to say, as she actually engages directly 
with Chinese intellectual debate as it tries 
to move beyond Confucianism, discussing 
different schools of thought as they were 
contending in 1957. Barthes, on the other 
hand, is represented by disjointed scrib-
blings which rarely rise above the level of 
undergraduate lecture-notes, and the extract 
from Kristeva’s “About Chinese Women” 
(1976) ranges from the idealistic to the 
condescending and self-indulgent. She even 
tells us where the voices of Chinese women 
come from; “they begin in the chest or 
belly,” she tells us, “but they can suddenly 
hiss from the throat and rise sharply to the 
head, strained in aggression or enthusiasm.” 
Is Kristeva writing about people or some 
exotic tropical bird? Thank goodness we can 
turn back to Marco Polo, Purchas, Voltaire 
and the Abbé Huc.♦



Joe Biden spoke the truth about Taiwan.  He shouldn’t 
have backed down.
Source: Matthew Gagnon | Bangor Daily News | May 25, 2022

“Yes,” President Joe Biden declared with 
clarity and without hesitation.

The question he was asked related to 
Taiwan, and whether or not the United 
States would militarily defend the island if 
invaded by China.

There was no confusion in the question, 
nor was there any in the answer. The presi-
dent clearly stated that the United States 
would engage militarily in Taiwan if China 
decided to press things that far. Surprised by 
the candor of Biden’s answer, the reporter 
quickly followed up. “You are?” she asked.

“That’s the commitment we made,” 
Biden said in reply, confirming his original 
answer.

Setting aside for a moment that America 
has made no such commitment, this was an 
important and very welcome answer from 
Biden. The president did something no other 
president has been willing to do for a half-
century: admit that the United States will 
militarily defend Taiwan.

We know that we would. Taiwan knows 
that we would. China knows that we would. 
But ever since we severed diplomatic ties 
with Taiwan in 1979, America has been 
playing a rhetorical game, engaging in 
fictitious diplomatic posturing, hoping not 
to upset the delicate political and economic 
balance we were trying to strike with China.

This was the same foreign policy intel-
ligentsia that told us that recognizing Jeru-
salem as the capital of Israel — something 
every American president prior to Donald 
Trump believed and wanted to say but didn’t 
— while moving the U.S. embassy would 
create an international incident, destabilize 
the middle east, and incite geopolitical 
disaster.

It didn’t, of course, and for the same 
reason this won’t: it acknowledged in words 
something already universally known to 
be fact.

Beyond being the truth as all parties 
already understood it, it also is the correct 
position, despite the increasingly non-inter-
ventionist attitudes of the American public, 
and their likely disinterest in a potential 
military confrontation with a major nuclear 
superpower half a world away.

I understand that feeling, but as we 
have repeatedly chosen the wrong wars to 
fight — wars of offensive power projection 
meant to reshape the world at the point of a 
gun — we have failed to involve ourselves 
in other conflicts that are far more justified, 
such as defending Georgia, Ukraine (twice), 
and Hong Kong against the naked aggres-
sion by Russia and China.

Our foreign policy mistakes have only 
emboldened these despotic governments to 
continue to push their boundaries, making 
a conflict in Taiwan infinitely more likely.

This threatens vital strategic interests 
of the United States in three ways. First, 
and perhaps most importantly, there is a 
moral responsibility to consider. Taiwan is 
an independent republic, not — as the Chi-
nese claim — a part of China. Allowing a 
free, democratic people to fall to despotism 
through our depraved indifference would be 
an unconscionable moral failing.

Second, consider the material impor-
tance of Taiwan. Through the Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing Company, it is the 
world’s largest producer of semiconductors. 
Taiwan’s advanced chipmaking capability 
makes it vital for world security. Allow-
ing that productive capacity to fall into the 
hands of a geopolitical adversary like China 
would be an unmitigated disaster.

Third, there is the geopolitical and stra-
tegic importance of Taiwan. Lest you think 
that is only about “American interests,” the 
island is also at the heart of the defense of 
countries like Japan and the Philippines, 
and is the centerpiece of our holdings in the 

western Pacific. Allowing Taiwan to fall not 
only jeopardizes American interests but will 
imperil countless regional powers as well.

So Biden is right on the issue, and has 
stated a plain truth that we already knew. 
Now what?

One of the most alarming things to hap-
pen since the president’s comments was the 
immediate pushback he received from his 
own foreign policy apparatus. No sooner 
had the words been spoken when profes-
sional bureaucrats sprung into action, assur-
ing us that Biden didn’t actually mean what 
he said. Biden, for his part, disappointingly 
cowed to his staff’s preposterous spinning 
and agreed that he had not said anything 
at all.

But he did say it. And he meant it. Yet af-
ter an elected president made a clear policy 
statement, it was immediately undermined 
by the unelected professionals that work 

for him.
Which brings up an important and now 

unanswerable question: What then, exactly, 
is the official policy of the American gov-
ernment now? Is it what Biden said, or is 
it what his handlers said that he said? Will 
Biden ever stand up for himself and assert 
his own authority within his administration? 
Or will he continue to lay down, allowing 
his rare moments of political bravery to be 
undone almost immediately? ♦

Washington playing with fire on Taiwan question could 
spell disaster: China Daily editorial
Source: China Daily | May 24, 2022

In his opening address at the 78th session 
of the Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific on Monday, State 
Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
lauded the dynamic regional cooperation 
that has created the "Asian miracle".

But he warned that the region is at a 
crossroad and what has been achieved needs 

to be "cherished and 
guarded."

That  is  because 
Washington has its 
sights set firmly on 
the Asia-Pacific, and 
wherever the United 
States exerts its pres-
ence, it causes tensions, 
political turmoil and 
war. This has been a 
common pattern veri-
fied by political and 
military crises all over 
the world.

Thus U.S. President 
Joe Biden's remarks 

about Taiwan on Monday in Japan are 
deeply dangerous.

When meeting the media in Japan, he ex-
plicitly stated that the U.S. would intervene 
militarily to defend Taiwan if it were ever 
attacked by the Chinese mainland.

Despite the fact that a White House offi-
cial said that Biden's remarks did not reflect 

a policy shift for the U.S., a view echoed 
by U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, 
what Biden said is not conducive to easing 
the tensions across the Taiwan Straits, as it 
will only further embolden the secessionists 
on the island.

His words have also further damaged the 
political trust between China and the U.S., as 
they are a gross violation of the consensus 
consecrated in the three joint communiques 
signed between China and the U.S., which 
were the foundation for the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries, and slyly distort Beijing's stance 
on reunification to portray it as wantonly 
coercive.

It is true that China will never allow any 
forces to split Taiwan from the motherland 
or do anything to make the island a de facto 
"independent country." But Beijing has 
always affirmed that it prefers to pursue a 
peaceful solution to the Taiwan question. 
And if there is any hope for peaceful re-
unification, why should the mainland use 
military force to fight a war which will 

be detrimental to the interests of Chinese 
people on both sides of the Straits?

Biden should be judicious in his choice 
of words if he is going to try and stamp 
the U.S.' authority on the region. For his 
remarks once again highlight Washington 
comfort-clings to the dregs of its Cold War 
mentality like an alcoholic nursing the final 
drops in his last bottle.

Like those alcoholics who appear to 
be functional, Washington may be able to 
convince some to overlook the damaging 
dependency that provides a crutch for its 
distress. But that will only enable it, and 
in doing so feed its ego as a troublemaker.

That would likely spell disaster for 
cross-Straits and broader peace and stability, 
because if the use of military force becomes 
the only means for realizing reunification, 
it would be stupid to think that China will 
not do it for fear of intervention by any 
other country. ♦

Stop sign by White House in Wash., D.C. (Photo: Xinhua)

People wear face masks to protect against the spread of the coronavirus as they head to 
a temple to pray in Taipei, Taiwan, Saturday, April 23, 2022. Credit: Chiang Ying-ying / AP

Matthew Gagnon of Yarmouth is the 
chief executive officer of the Maine Pol-
icy Institute, a free market policy think 
tank based in Portland.  A Hampden 
native, he previously served as a senior 
strategist for the Republican Governors 
Association in Washington, D.C.
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Showcase of events around the community
By Greg Hugh | June 2022

Pat Hui and Paul Kwok hold open studio
After a hiatus of two years due to the pandemic, local artists, Pat Hui and Paul Kwok 

again participated in the annual Traffic Zone Center for Visual Art Spring Open Studios 
held at their gallery located on the ground floor at Traffic Zone Center for the arts on May 
7. In addition to the display of their own creations, guest artist Bob Zehrer also had his 
work on exhibit. 

Kwok’s watercolor landscapes will be on exhibit at the CCACC Art Gallery in Gaith-
ersburg, MD, June 11-July 15.

Moy Family Association holds meeting in Minneapolis
Representatives from the Moy Family Association recently met in Minneapolis. Com-

mittee delegates from Chicago, Houston, Boston and New York attended as guests of the 
Fong (aka Moy) family. David Fong has been a longtime member and officer, and his sons 
Eddie and Donald are continuing the tradition with Eddie recently serving as president of 
the Chicago Chapter of the Moy Family Association. In addition to attending meetings, 
committee members and guests were treated to meals at David Fong’s Restaurant, a fishing 
and boating outing along with a visit to Mall of America during their brief visit.

CAAM CDT presents “Spring is Here” recital
The Hopkins Center for the Arts was the venue that hosted the Chinese American As-

sociation of Minnesota Chinese Dance Theatre spring 2022 recital. 
The audience and performers were happy to be attending and performing before a live 

audience without being inhibited by face masks. 
CAAM Chinese Dance Theater enthusiastically delivered on its mission that is dedicated 

to preserving, celebrating and 
sharing Chinese cultural heritage 
and enriching the cultural life 
of all Minnesotans through the 
universal language of dance.

   

Chinese Heritage Foundation Friends held Sunday Tea 
The Chinese Heritage Foundation Friends (CHFF) continued with their Sunday Tea 

series on the History of the Chinese Restaurant Business in the Twin Cities metropolitan 
area. Part II of the series featured special guest Laura Chin, who was interviewed by CHFF 
board member Mary Yee for a discussion of contemporary Chinese women restauranteurs. 
Leeann Chin, who with her daughter Laura, opened Leeann Chin Chinese Cuisine in 1980 
and rapidly expanded their successful business to 50 well known restaurants regionally.

Although limited to 20 guests held at Pat Hui and Paul Kwok’s art studio, the presenta-
tion was also streamed on the CHFF website. 

   

May Forum celebrates AAPI Heritage Month
The May Forum is an annual event hosted in May, the designated Asian American and 

Pacific Islander Heritage Month. The mission of this forum is to encourage our peers to 
embrace American life, and to pass on Chinese Heritage. We celebrate both our root and 
our active engagement in building stronger communities.

The agenda for the 2022 May Forum 
focused on covering the following five 
main topics with a strong group of panelists 
to share their stories and celebrate AAPI 
month of May.
• Life in Minnesota: AAPI contribution to 
local communities
• Engagement: civil engagement - chal-
lenges and opportunities
• Heritage: AAPI culture in America
• Creation and innovation: small business 
and start-up by AAPI entrepreneur
• Youth and future: second-generation AAPI 
Americans

The May Forum was established in 2020 
by Dr. Jianping Wang, Donglin Liang, Amy 
Liu, Sophie Liu, Chen Zhou, and other vol-
unteers, during COVID 19 pandemic. Asian 
Americans suffered from discrimination, 
hate crime and even violence to the highest 
point. The group was found to make our voice heard and our contribution seen by people 
in USA and all over the world. https://mayforum.org/. 

Celebrating the 37th anniversary of The Marsh 

Chinese Heritage Foundation Friends board member Yin Simpson and longtime mem-
ber of The Marsh, organized an event to celebrate the 37th anniversary of the facility in 
honor of its founder, Ruth Striker, who along with her husband were avid supporters of 
Chinese art and culture. 

The serene setting of the marsh, the fresh spring air and the moving meditation of tai 
chi is the highlight of a special Anniversary Tai Chi class. As the beautiful Single Whip 
sculpture at the entrance indicates, tai chi is central to The Marsh and their philosophy. For 
this year’s Tai Chi and Tea anniversary class, The Marsh was excited to welcome Kahing 
Li as guest instructor. Li is Chinese American and grew up practicing tai chi with friends 
in the park. He always says, “Tai chi must be FUN!” Li led this unique class showcasing 
the Fan Form of tai chi, which focuses on awareness and mindful meditation.

A catered lunch by Simpson followed the tai chi class. It was enjoyed by all. Ming 
Tchou, CHF founder, hosted a gourmet dinner at The Marsh the following evening. ♦

L to R: Wyn Huynh, Paul Kwok, guest artist Bob Zehrer of the 4 acrylic paintings to his left

Paul Kwok and his watercolorsPainting and calligraphy by Pat Hui

http://www.ccaccartgallery.org/
https://mayforum.org/

