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Community

Local Asians rally in response to March 
16 Atlanta shooting
 

Or is it a Mardi Gras mask from New Orleans?  Or the prototype of Hollywood’s Oscar?  Find out what 
it actually is and how much fun some folks are having with it online on p. 9!

Since 2001

Language, p. 6-7

Return of the “Phantom of 
the Opera,” gold edition?

Local Asian (Cambodians, Chinese, 
Hmong, Thai) and non-Asian community 
members against Asian hate crimes came 
together on March 20 to remember the 
victims of the March 17 shooting in Atlanta.

The Minneapolis gathering, organized 
by Asian Media Access, took place at the 
intersection of Hennepin and Lake included 

compelling speeches calling for 
unity, reading of poems and mu-
sic that promote love and peace. 
Names of all eight victims were 
read. The message was “United, 
not shattered by the violence.”

Chinese Americans displayed 
signs reading “Stop Asian Hate,” 
“We are Not a Virus,” “Racism 
is a Virus,” “Fight as ONE” 
and “Say No to Racism.” Ange 
Hwang, executive director of 
Asian Media Access, 
delivered a poem by 

Taiwanese poet Xi Murong that 
expresses the “sentiment of im-
migration and displacement.” 

Although Atlanta police had 
not characterized the shooting as 
an anti-Asian hate crime, the fact 
six of the eight fatalities were of 
Asian descent became the focus 

of the incident. 
Xia Huang, Chinese Community Center, 

condemned the violence and highlighted 
the history of anti-Chinese acts. Sia Her, 
executive director of the Council on Asian 
Pacific Minnesotans, echoed the call for 
justice and unity, and thanked the Chinese 
American community coming together to 
stop anti-Asian hate crimes.

The rally concluded with a lion dance to 
“chase away the bad spirits.” ♦
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Happy Easter and hope as we continue 
to fight the coronavirus, we can celebrate 
the holiday with our families.

Although Easter is not an official holiday 
in China, Ching Ming Festival is. It is one 
of China’s largest festivals based off the 
lunar calendar. Ching Ming officially starts 
104 days after the winter solstice, usually 
around April 4 or 5, (this year, it is April 5) 
but activities may start as early as 10 days 
prior. Ching Ming Festival (or Qingming) 
is also known as Tomb-Sweeping Day as it 
is the day Chinese remember their departed 
ones by visiting and cleaning their ancestors’ 
graves, making offerings of food and flow-
ers, and burning joss paper. 

Besides remembrance of the deceased, 
Chinese also enjoy the coming of spring on 
this day. Flying kites is also an important 
activity enjoyed by many people, young 
and old, during Qingming Festival. The 
uniqueness of kite-flying during Qingming 
is that kites are not only flown during the 
day but also in the evening. They tie little 
colorful and illuminated lanterns onto the 
string of the kite, which makes them look 
like flickering stars in the sky.

On a more serious note, since the start 
of COVID-19 pandemic we have seen a 
significant increase in violent attacks and 
harassment toward Asian Americans. Sadly, 
anti-Asian racism isn't something new. 
Centuries of anti-Asian racism in the United 
States have led to this moment. We have 
included a recap of a recent anti-Asian hate 
rally held in the local area (p. 1) plus several 

anti-Asian items in this issue. Do read the 
commentary on page 4 and the generous 
gesture by a recent victim.

The United States of America is a multi-
cultural nation. Almost all races and cultures 
are represented in America. Considered a 
nation of immigrants, this country has faced 
and is still facing many racial issues from the 
Civil Rights Movement today. Racism and 
discrimination have always been the most 
discussed topics when it comes to any soci-
ety problems. To understand this issue, we 
should try to find the causes and then think 
of appropriate ways to reduce them. What 
should government do to ensure equality of 
opportunity and ensure equality of outcome 
so everyone would have the freedom to do 
what they want, when they want without 
being judged by the color of their skin but 
by the outcome of their work?

If you would like to become involved 
in ending racism and hatred, we encourage 
you to visit the following websites, www.
stophatemn.org and https://caalmn.org/
asians-mns-alliance-4-justice. 

Together, TEKsystems, Best Buy and 
the National Association of Asian American 
Professionals (NAAAP) Minnesota Chapter 
are proud to host the virtual Asian American 
Leadership Summit.

The Asian American Leadership Summit 
(AALS) aspires to build the next generation 
of leaders through authentic relationships, 
focused leadership development and op-
portunities to share knowledge and talent. 
There are four sessions to meet and learn 

from diverse leaders to share a range of per-
spectives, ideas and conversations focused 
on Asian experiences, stories and career 
paths. The summit is designed to create a 
meaningful dialogue to explores progress 
toward a more included and empowered 
culture for our Asian professional commu-
nity and beyond. 

Details and how to register for this 
free event are on page 12, or visit http://
go.teksystems.com/aals2021. 

As always, please feel free to let us know 
if there are any other topics you would like 
us to cover or if there are any other ways we 
can better serve the community.

Since 2001
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Cashless China

Pressured press

Pesty pineapples

China was the first country to introduce 
and use paper currency back in the 11th 
century. It also could be the first to give it 
up and become the world’s first cashless 
society: China plans to implement its digital 
currency system before the 2022 Winter 
Olympics.

China began developing its digital cur-
rency back in 2014. In April 2020, it rolled 
out electronic payment programs in four 
major cities (Chengdu, Shenzhen, Suzhou, 
Xiong’an). Since then, more than 3.13 mil-
lion transactions worth US$169.2 million 
have taken place at McDonald’s, Starbucks, 
Subway franchises and other local busi-
nesses. A new Digital Currency Electronic 
Payment (DCEP) may be launched nation-
wide by the end of this year.

Alibaba and Tencent led the transition 
away from cash to digital payments and now 
account for 90% of mobile payments. Use 
of cash in China fell significantly in the past 
decade. In 2010, cash was used for 99% of 
all transactions in the country. By 2020, that 
number dropped to 40%.

China’s digital currency will allow it to 
sidestep a U.S.-dominated financial system 
and a reliance on the U.S. dollar, setting 

China up to become the leader in a global-
ized digital economy for transactions.

With a digital currency, it also means 
less privacy, which is a main concern. To 
test the current system, 50,000 citizens in 
Shenzhen received money gifts accessed 
through an e-wallet via the official Digital 
Renminbi App last October. Their spending 
was carefully tracked, giving the Chinese 
government more surveillance and control 
over the domestic financial system. 

An expert on China's tech-enhanced 
authoritarianism said, “DCEP transactions 
are fully traceable, which means that the 
government would be able to have both 
complete visibility over the use of the cur-
rency and the ability to confirm or deny 
any transaction. Furthermore, there are no 
express limits on the information, and be-
cause China’s authoritarian system embeds 
political objectives within economic gover-
nance and otherwise reasonable objectives 
such as ‘anti-terrorist financing’, there will 
be an increased risk for those transacting in 
DCEP.” As a Sky News host commented, 
it will be “the end of what little privacy” 
that is left.

Most Chinese consumers are not as con-
cerned about data protection and privacy as 
their Western counterparts, making imple-
menting a digital currency system much 
easier for the Chinese government.

Still, in September 2020, a leading Chi-
nese financial paper published an editorial 
arguing that privacy and security concerns 
need to be addressed before the DCEP 
can fully launch, and the government has 
recently unveiled the country’s first law on 
personal data protection. ♦

As of March 1, mainland China stopped 
importing pineapples from Taiwan on ac-
count of pests found in 28 batches of the 
fruit during 2020. According to the Chinese 
authorities, the move is a “standard pre-
cautionary measure to ensure agricultural 
production and biosecurity.”  

China bought approximately 97% of 
Taiwan’s pineapple exports in 2020. 

The Taiwanese government is taking to 
social media to dampen the impact of Chi-
na’s import ban. It launched the “Freedom 
pineapple” campaign, urging Taiwanese 
to eat more pineapples. Within four days, 
domestic orders exceeded the total amount 
sold to China in 2020!

Singapore just imported 55,115 pounds 
of pineapples. Orders from Australia, Japan, 
Middle East and Vietnam have also been 
received!

The Canadian Trade Office and the 
American Institute in Taiwan have all posted 
images and messages under the hashtags 
#FreedomPineapple and #Pineapplesoli-
darity!

A Japanese-owned ramen chain in 
southern Taiwan bought more than 3000 
pineapples to give away to customers who 
purchase a bowl of ramen. 

The Taiwanese pineapple growers are 

gaining global support with netizens posting 
images of pineapple cakes and pineapple 
shrimp balls. In addition to pineapple fried 
rice, restauranteurs are coming up with new 
menu items by adding pineapple to staple 
dishes, including a pineapple beef noodle 
soup and betel nut pineapple salad

And, for those of you thinking of creat-
ing your own pineapple beef noodle soup, 
the trick is to separate the juice from the fruit 
to avoid the pineapple from overpowering 
the beef flavour! ♦

Drunken rant
The communist Chinese government 

pays 50 cents per post to internet “com-
mentators” to sway public opinion in their 
favour, and to promote and defend the 
communist regime. Those “employees” are 
known as the 50 Cent Army, or Wumao. 
Skeptics, however, believe these 50-centers 
may not be paid at all but are coerced into 
posting as part of their official duties.

An alleged “commentator,” Zheng 
Guocheng, created quite a stir when, after 
having a bit too much to drink, went on a 
four-hour drunken rant criticizing the com-
munist party and the corrupt leaders in his 
northeast China home town in Anhu County, 
Jilin Province.

In his mid-March tirade, CCP promoter-
turned-critic accused his home town’s cor-
rupt officials of not distributing land owed 
the villagers per official instructions from 

10 years ago. Then he questioned whether 
the U.S. is really evil and the public enemy 
of the people as the authorities claim. If so, 
he said, it appears there is some contradic-
tion between what officials do and say. He 
asked: Why are all high officials’ offsprings 
attending schools in the U.S. Are they, too, 
enemy of the people as well? 

Not done yet, Zheng rips into the pro-
cess where Chinese citizens seek justice for 
wrongdoing done against them. He said the 
official in charge of the system had done 
“nothing meaningful” as often nothing hap-
pens after petitions were filed. Worse yet, 
the petitioners and their families are often 
arrested and punished for filing the petitions. 
So, the intrepid Zheng continued, “Does the 
petition system make sense? If the system 
doesn’t work, cancel it! If it works, then 
don’t punish the petitioners!”

The ranting video was deleted the same 
day and replaced by another video where he 
apologized for making his critical rantings. 
Netizens questioned whether Zheng was 
truly a young patriot. One responded wryly, 
“Finally you speak the truth when you’re 
drunk. Don’t hold back!”

All Zheng’s social media channels have 
been shut down except for his YouTube 
account, which is usually unavailable to 
Chinese. Zheng bypassed this because he 
posts videos criticizing the U.S. and attack 
the pro-democracy activists in Taiwan and 
Hong Kong. ♦

In 2015 when Jack Ma’s Alibaba Group 
acquired Hong Kong’s oldest and largest 
English-language newspaper South China 
Morning Post, there was much consterna-
tion over its future and whether the new 
owners would undermine the paper’s edito-
rial independence. That fear, then, proved 
unfounded.

However, that is not the case now. As 
the Chinese Communist Party began its 
crackdown on Hong Kong and Ma’s em-
pire, Alibaba has been ordered to sell off its 
media assets, the SCMP being one of them.

Since 2019, SCMP reporters and other 
journalists working in HK have learned 
and practiced self-censorship even though 
they understand their job is to be objective 
in their reporting, not take sides. However, 
heavy-handed, “slanted” editing are com-
mon occurrences in Hong Kong newsrooms 
these days.

Hong Kong’s press freedom had been 
declining rapidly the last two decades. 

According to Reporters Without Bor-
ders, Hong Kong dropped seven places in 
the 2020 World Press Freedom Index to rank 
80th out of 181 countries, with many inci-
dents of violence against the media during 
the pro-democracy protests. (Hong Kong 
ranked 18th in 2002 when the index began.) 
In addition, government authorities were 
“consistently showing an unwillingness to 
answer certain questions from journalists 
during press conferences.” 

Considered a “must-read” for English-
speaking China watchers, the SCMP is 

“arguably the world’s most important news-
paper,” The Atlantic stated. It has been at the 
center of many “balancing acts” in its edito-
rials and reporting of contentious events that 
do not paint Beijing in a favourable light. 
It’s a barometer to media freedom as China’s 
world dominance grows, and remains a far 
cry from being Beijing’s mouthpiece such 
as the China Daily, People’s Daily and 
Global Times.

Journalism academics feel the SCMP 
had already become a liability to Alibaba, 
with the Chinese government expressing 
concern over Alibaba’s power in influenc-
ing public opinion on social media already. 
SCMP staff feel the paper is at the edges 
“where censorship comes into play” with 
editors subtly directing reporters away from 
sensitive issues.

SCMP employees who spoke only on 
anonymity said they felt “the net closing 
in,” and are making plans to leave the paper 
rather than be employed by “the state.” ♦

M&M hoard
M&M’s are one of two candies inmates 

in Hong Kong correctional facilities are al-
lowed. (The other one is a Japanese gummy.)

Apparently 40gm packets of M&M’s 
are being phased out in Hong Kong for the 
lighter 37gm packet instead. Unfortunately, 
the Hong Kong Correctional Services De-
partment have not revised their “list of 

approved items” as of end-March, which 
means the 37gm packets will not be allowed 
for inmates.

A prisoners’ rights group put out a mes-
sage on social media for Hong Kongers to 
scour stores for the 40gm packets and donate 
them so imprisoned pro-democracy activists 
can still have their treats.

“M&M chocolates might seem insig-
nificant to many of us, but they are the 

only chocolates for persons in custody. The 
colourful little button-shaped candies also 
carry in them the love from the families,” 
the rights group said.

More than 1,000 M&M packets of the 
correct weight arrived shortly. These will 
be passed on to the 47 activists when their 
families and friends visit. ♦
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Victim of Asian hate, 75-year-old 
grandmother donates nearly $1 million

A 75-year-old Chinese woman, Xiao 
Zhen XIE, was punched in the face in an 
unprovoked attack in San Francisco’s Chi-
natown the morning after the mass shooting 
in Atlanta.  Despite her injuries, she gave 
her white male attacker a good whack with 
a board she found in the area that landed 
him on a stretcher!

A GoFundMe account was set up to help 
her with her medical expenses, however, her 
family said she will not keep the nearly $1 
million received, insisting on donating the 
money to help defuse racism against the 
Asian American community.  "She insists 
on making this decision saying this issue is 
bigger than her," wrote her grandson in an 
update on the fundraising site.

Originally from China, XIE has lived 
in San Francisco’s Chinatown for 26 years.  XIE is recovering.  Her family says that despite being hurt, she fought back to defend herself.

She has trouble seeing out of her eye and 
is quite shocked and traumatized by the 
incident.

Her suspect was apprehended at the 
scene   It appears he had just attacked an 
elderly Vietnamese man minutes earlier 
before he attacked XIE.  A security guard 
chased the attacker down and restrained him 
until police arrived.  He is facing six charg-
es, including two counts of elder abuse, 
according to a news release from the San 
Francisco Police Department and records 
on the San Francisco County Jail website.

The wave of hate crimes against Asian 
has sparked rallies across the nation.  The 
group Stop AAPI Hate reported there were 
nearly 4,000 hate incidents against Asians 
in the U.S. last year, with 1,600 occurring 
in California. ♦

Commentary

By not speaking out about anti-Asian 
racism, we help perpetuate it
By Ed Shew, contributor

Every group that has immigrated to 
America has struggled to fit in while bat-
tling the hatred and discrimination from 
those already established here. First there 
was the late-19th century “Yellow Peril” and 
later xenophobic myths that promoted the 
false ideas that Asians were disease carriers, 
a threat to the nation and could never truly 
become American.

Now history repeats itself with the con-
tinuing mantra of former President Donald 
Trump, other political leaders and some 
media outlets, calling the coronavirus the 
“Chinese Virus” and the “Kung Flu” — 
thus stoking anti-Asian hysteria and racist 
attacks.

Since the pandemic, more than 2,800 
hate-crime attacks have been reported 
against Asians in the United States, ranging 
from violent attacks and verbal abuses to 
the vandalizing of Asian-owned businesses. 
Hate crimes in 16 cities rose by 150% in 
2020 against Asian Americans (many of 
them elderly women). They are an attack 
against the most vulnerable of an already 
marginalized population.

The racism of outright hostility or micro-
aggression of thoughtless, unintentional rac-
ism constantly confronts Asians. Our world 
minimizes us and, at times, we minimize 
ourselves. For example, I’ve often been 
asked. “Don’t you think you’ve been helped 
by being Chinese?” A couple times during 
the Vietnam War, I was denied employment 
and housing. I’ve been stopped seven times 
for traffic violations in my life — and not 
once been given a warning, always given 
a ticket.

Well, I hide my scornful smile. Sweep-
ing generalizations of Asian Americans as 
the “privileged” and “successful” spit in 
the face of inequalities that many Asian 
Americans face daily.

While laudatory in tone, the “model mi-
nority” label is not a compliment, and it does 
nothing but render discrimination against 
Asian Americans as invisible. The general-
ized argument — that the success of Asian 
Americans in the United States is a trib-

ute to hard work, strong 
families and passion for 
education — is not al-
ways valid. In addition, 
this perpetuates the myth 
that racism, including 
more than two centuries 
of Black enslavement, 
can be overcome by hard 
work and strong family 
values.

In fact, the model mi-
nority label operates as a 
racial wedge that divides 
Asian Americans from 
communities of color 
while maintaining white 
dominance in leadership 
and politics.

A meaningful conse-
quence of the model mi-
nority label is its failure 
to acknowledge socio-
economic and education 
disparities within and 
among the diverse range of communities 
categorized as Asian American. Not all 
ethnic communities under the Asian Ameri-
can shield are advantaged. Southeast Asian 
Americans (Cambodia, Hmong and Laos) 
drop out of high school at an alarming rate. 
These Asian American subgroups, along 
with Vietnamese Americans, earn below the 
national average.

To further highlight, while Chinese im-
migrants had higher median household in-
comes compared to the overall foreign-born 
population and native-born households, at 
the same time, Chinese immigrants were 
slightly more likely to live in families with 
annual incomes below the official poverty 
threshold (17%) compared to immigrants 
overall (15%) or the U.S.-born (13%), ac-
cording to the Immigration Policy Institute 
in January 2020.

I once viewed the wrongs committed 
against Chinese as not being comparable 
to those committed against Black people 
in America. I was suffering from a sec-

ond-class oppression. To rank historical 
struggles by one’s race serves no purpose, 
but respect is an absolute requirement. It 
is this same conditioned minimization that 
sets off the narrative: your experience isn’t 
valid because you didn’t have it as bad. But 
comparing who had it worse doesn’t further 
anti-racism.

While I’m a person of color, it’s hard 
discussing racism against Asians in America 
when race is essentially a Black/white is-
sue, and I’m not white, as I’m regularly 
reminded. For example, I do not know of 
one Asian who is not wounded when asked, 
“Where are you from? Where are you re-
ally from? Your English is so good.” The 
questioners do not get it. We are not the 
perpetual foreigner.

If we are not confronting, we are en-
abling. We Asians can do better, and we 
Americans must practice anti-racism and 
work toward more diversity and inclusion, 
individually and collectively. We need to 
uproot and address any form of prejudice 

or bigotry that prevails in any community. 
Let’s involve all groups in the discussion. 
We can’t call ourselves anti-racists until 
we acknowledge all marginalized people, 
including Asian Americans.

I acknowledge America was never per-
fect, but that is no excuse for the present 
racism from the killing of unarmed Black 
citizens to the continued genocide of Na-
tive Americans. However, my hope is that 
America will strive for something better.

Brene Brown, Ph.D, says: “Fitting in 
is being somewhere you really want to be, 
but they don’t care one way or the other. 
Belonging is being somewhere where you 
want to be, and they want you.” ♦

This article originally appeared in the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, March 22, 2021 
authored by native St. Louisan Ed Shew, 
a Chinese American, a retired human 
resources professional and the author of 
the historical novel, “Chinese Brothers, 
American Sons.” 
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Rocky road ahead, China to US: Butt out!

Perhaps the choice of venue for the first 
Biden administration official meeting with 
the Chinese - Anchorage, Alaska, where 
average mid-March temperature runs below 
freezing - is a precursor to how things will 
go: frosty!

A March 19 tweet from Reuters read: 
The U.S. and China leveled sharp 

rebukes of each other’s policies in the 
first high-level talks of the Biden admin-
istration, with deeply strained relations 
of the two global rivals on public display 
during the meeting's opening session 
in Alaska.
It went on to report, “The talks appeared 

to yield no diplomatic breakthroughs - as 
expected - but the bitter rivalry on display 
suggested the two countries had little com-
mon ground to reset relations that have sunk 
to the lowest level in decades.”

Prior to the March 18-19 meeting, top 
diplomats from both sides traded barbs. 
The Chinese government indicated it was 
“strongly dissatisfied” with the recent U.S.-
Japan joint statement released on March 
16 in which it expressed “concerns over 
multiple issues related to China.”

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
issued a statement on March 17: “Yester-
day in Tokyo, Japan, I spoke of the need to 
stand up for our shared democratic values 
and to work together to hold to account 
those who would threaten them. Today, we 
are again doing that.” Also on March 17, 

Blinken announced Hong Kong Autonomy 
Act sanctions were applied to an additional 
24 foreign individuals “who are materially 
contributing to, have materially contrib-
uted to, or attempt to materially contribute 
to the failure of the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) to meet its obligations under 
the Sino-British Joint Declaration or Hong 
Kong’s Basic Law” - a clear sign the U.S. 
do not plan to back down on its position on 
Hong Kong or on matters of human rights.

The Chinese foreign ministry spokesper-
son said China urges both the U.S and Japan 
to “immediately stop interfering” in China’s 
internal affairs and stop forming cliques” to 
target China. “The United States and Japan 
have no right to unilaterally define interna-
tional relations, let alone impose their own 
standards on others," the spokesperson said.

In response, Blinken’s release pointed 
out China’s National People’s Congress’ 
March 11 decision to “unilaterally under-
mine Hong Kong’s electoral system was 
an act that ‘further undermines the high 
degree of autonomy promised to people in 
Hong Kong and denies Hong Kongers a 
voice in their own governance, a move that 
the United Kingdom has declared to be a 
breach of the Sino-British Joint Declara-
tion,’ thereby threatening the rules-based 
order that maintains global stability, making 
China’s actions “not merely internal matters.

“A stable, prosperous Hong Kong that 
respects human rights, freedoms, and politi-
cal pluralism serves the interests of Hong 
Kong, mainland China, and the broader 
international community. The United States 
stands united with our allies and partners in 
speaking out for the rights and freedoms of 
people in Hong Kong, and we will respond 
when the PRC fails to meet its obligations,” 
Blinken’s release. stated

To further deepen the rift before official 
meetings started, National Security Adviser 

Jake Sullivan added, “A confident country 
is able to look hard at its own shortcomings 
and constantly seek to improve.”

After the U.S. representatives’ opening 
remarks at the March 18 meeting, the Chi-
nese Communist Party foreign affairs chief 
Yang Jiechi, speaking via an interpreter, 
accused the U.S. of ill-treatment of its own 
minorities, adding, “China will not accept 
unwarranted accusations from the U.S. 
side.” He reiterated that Xinjiang, Tibet and 
Taiwan are an “inalienable part of China,” 
therefore, issues pertaining to their gover-
nance are internal affairs.

Yang angrily demanded the U.S. stop 
pushing its own version of democracy at a 
time when the United States itself was roiled 
by domestic discontent. He also accused the 
U.S. of failing to deal with its own human 
rights problems, taking issue with what he 
said was “condescension” from Blinken, 
Sullivan and other U.S. officials.

Instead of the allotted two-minute limit 
on opening statement (meeting’s protocol), 
the Chinese spoke for 15 minutes, prompt-
ing the State Department to issue an of-
ficial statement criticizing the Chinese for 
violating protocol, and that “The Chinese 
delegation … seems to have arrived intent 
on grandstanding, focused on public theat-
rics and dramatics over substance.” 

Back in Beijing, Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said Blinken 
and Sullivan had provoked Chinese officials 
into making a “solemn response” with their 
“groundless attacks” against China. 

“It was the U.S. side that ... provoked 
the dispute in the first place, so the two 
sides had a strong smell of gunpowder and 
drama from the beginning in the opening 
remarks. It was not the original intention 
of the Chinese side,” Zhao continued at a 
daily press briefing.

Author Gordon Chang (“The Coming 

Collapse of China,” 2001) tweeted that 
Chinese diplomats in the past were cunning, 
“pretending to be friendly and responsible. 
Now, however, they are arrogant beyond 
belief. Yang Jiechi in #Alaska just dropped 
the mask to show #Beijing’s true ugly face.” 

What surprised many in the international 
community was how quickly the CCP media 
carried the talks, which almost never broad-
cast serious diplomatic disagreements in the 
domestic market. The talks were described 
as ‘candid,’ and Chinese leadership and 
CCP’s “achievements” were praised. Yang’s 
statement was most widely broadcasted! 
Some foreign reporters surmised the move 
as CCP’s way of stirring up nationalism.

As if the high-level talks were not 
contentious enough, a mundane Chinese 
greeting, “Have you had lunch?” exchanged 
between Chinese State Councilor and For-
eign Minister Wang Yi and Yang as they 
were walking back into a meeting was 
singled out and elevated to an “incident” in 
Chinese media. Apparently, Yang’s reply of 
“Yes, instant noodles.” was taken as an in-
ternational snub by Weibo users. Comments 
on the social media platform accused the 
U.S. of being inhospitable. A few examples 
include “didn’t serve their guests a proper 
lunch,” “they completely lack etiquette,” 
and “disrespectful, incapable of treating 
China as a power of equal standing.” The 
truth was Chinese officials had agreed to no 
formal joint meals because of COVID-19. 
But that did not stop another Weibo user 
from posting, “The decline of the US starts 
with a bowl of instant noodles.”

Anchorage will go down in history as the 
venue for “noodle-gate” and frosty talks. ♦

Related article: Chinese media’s recap of 
the Alaska talks below.

Points of View

True multilateralism does not involve the forming of 
cliques
China Daily editorial, March 21, 2021

Although they found many areas in 
which they can strengthen coordination 
and consultation, the high-level meeting 
in Anchorage, Alaska, between the United 
States and China on Thursday and Friday 
was notable for the initial acrimonious 
public exchanges.

At its conclusion, both sides called the 
meeting timely and candid, and said it had 
deepened mutual understanding. But such 
diplomatic rhetoric cannot disguise the fact 
that the deepened understanding is how 
steadfastly they will stick to their previously 
staked-out positions.

Both sides had said before the meeting 
they had no high expectations of any break-
throughs to be made, which speaks volumes 
about the differences between them. But 
even so, the phone call between leaders of 
the two countries on Feb 11 should have set 
the tone for the meeting, which, if conducted 
with mutual respect, would have been an 
opportunity to strengthen communication to 
avoid conflict and strategic misjudgments.

However, U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken took the initiative to ruin any 
chance of anything but a vitriolic exchange 
of views by choosing to pick a fight in his 
opening remarks. Which is why he met with 
what he later called a "defensive response."

While U.S. President Joe Biden praised 
Blinken's performance, adhering to the basic 
norms of international relations, particularly 
by showing respect to invited guests, is the 
very least Blinken should have done. To 
compliment him for incivility suggests the 
U.S. has much to relearn about how to get 
along with others if it wants the international 
community to welcome it back.

By bragging about U.S. allies' deep 
concerns over China and deep satisfaction 
with the U.S., Blinken simply showed that 
the Biden administration might be nothing 
but a less-able-to showboat version of its 
predecessor, as it seems that they are es-
sentially birds of the same feather when it 
comes to China.

The world should be vigilant to the 
U.S.' intention of hijacking multilateralism 
to make it a fig leaf to cover the true nature 
of its intentions, which is a return to the 
winner-take-all bloc politics of the past.

If multilateralism becomes two mutually 
exclusive clubs, based on whether or not one 
is subservient to the U.S., the acute chal-
lenges the world faces will remain unsolved. 
This bodes ill for all.

Both sides said that they hope to contin-
ue this high-level strategic communication 
and consultation, but if the U.S. continues 

Yang Jiechi, a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee and director of the Office of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the CPC 
Central Committee, Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken and US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan attend a high-level 
strategic dialogue in the Alaskan city of Anchorage, the United States, March 18, 2021. 
[Photo/Xinhua]

to come waving a thick arm with a big fist 
at the end of it, then it cannot expect to 
achieve anything more than it did in Anchor-
age, which was to show how boorish it has 
become in its angst.

If it truly wants to be embraced by the 
international community, it should heed 
the sage advice that the way to gain a good 
reputation and be respected is to treat others 
on an equal footing and with respect.♦
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Chinese Language Corner (漢語角)
Saying goodbye
By Pat Welsh, contributor

In this lesson, we will look at short casual conversations using language commonly 
used in speech.  This time we will concentrate on saying goodbye.  We will also show a 
simple way to make comparisons.

Again, we’re using the two old friends, Chen (C) and Wang (W), from last month’s 
column for the conversations.  (The first line, in Italics, is pinyin; second line in parentheses 
is the literal translation; third is what it means.)

Conversation One
(The first line, in Italics, is pinyin; second line in parentheses is the literal translation; 

third is what it means.)

W: Wŏ zhēn xiăng liú-xià-lai gēn nĭ liáo-liáo,
(I - really – want - remain behind – with – you - chat.)
I really wish that I could stay and talk,

dànshi yĭ-jīng bā-diăn le.              Wŏ dĕi zŏu le.
(but – already - eight o’clock .              I – must - leave.) 
but it’s already eight o’clock.              I must be going.

C: Nğ...Wŏ yĕ shì.               Zài-jiàn.
     (Hmm… I – also - am.              again-see)
     Oh?!   Me too.                   Goodbye.

Conversation Two
W:  Lăo Chén, hĕn gāo-xìng rèn-shi nĭ. Xī-wàng hĕn kuài néng-gòu zài jiàn miàn.  
      (Old Chen, very – pleased - get to know - you. Hope – very – fast -can - again – see – face)
     Old Chen, It was great to meet you. I hope that we can meet again very soon.

C: Wŏ yĕ shì zhè-me xī-wàng.            Zhù nĭ yŏu ge yǘ-kuài-de yì-tiān.
     (I – also – am – this manner – hope.      Wish – you -have - a- happy-one-day)
     I hope so too.              Have a great day.  

Making Comparisons
In Chinese the simple sentence “X is bigger than Y” literally comes across as “X 

compared to Y is big.” As examples of this, look at the following:

Pronunciation Reminders

This is an unaspirated “ch” with the tongue retracted and lightly curled. For 
example, “zhong” almost sounds like “droong.”
Sounds almost like “djir”. It almost rhymes with “fur.”

This system follows Chinese Pinyin with the exception that the letter “u” which has 
two pronunciations. Sometimes it has the value of ü (“ee” as in see with rounded lips). At 
those times we use the symbol “ü” instead of Pinyin “u.” In making this sound, it is most 
important that the vowel more resembles an “ee” sound and definitely not sounding like 
a “oo” sound as in “moon.”

The ‘a’ in these syllables sounds like the ‘a’ in “father.”
Sounds like the ‘igh’ in “high.”
Sounds like the “ow” in “cow.” 
ts’oong (the ts is aspirated - a slight breath of air follows the ts sound.)

Here the “e” sounds much like the “a” in “above” or the “u” in “under.”
Sounds like the “ay” in “say” or “day.”
Sounds like the “un” in “fun” or the “ung” in “lung.”

Sounds like “ee-ehn” or “yen” (Here “ehn” and “en” almost sounds like the 
word “yen.”)
The ‘e’ sounds like the ‘u’ in “fun.”

Sounds like “chee” in “cheese.” 
Sounds like “chee” in “cheese” but uttered with rounded lips.
Sounds almost like the “shir” in “shirt.” The tongue is retracted and lightly 
curled.

Sounds somewhat like sz, the vowel is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” 
in “mut.”
Sounds much like the “ee” in “see” but the vowel must be uttered with rounded 
lips.

Sounds almost like the English word “way.”
Sounds like a weak “sh”; xing sounds like “sheeng.”
Sounds somewhat like the “yo” in “yodel.”

Sounds like a “tz” without any aspiration. Pronouncing this as ‘dz’ betrays 
American accent which will still be understood by the listener.
Unaspirated tz, the vowel i is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” in “mut.”

zh

zhi

a, an, ang
ai
ao
cong

de, ke
ei
en, eng

ian

le

qi
qü
shi

si

ü

ui
x
you

z

zi

The “o” here sounds much like the “oo” in “ooze” or “spoon.”
Sounds like the “ou” in “dote”
Sounds “tchee-ehn” (ehn rhymes with “hen.”)

iong
ou
qian

Pinyin English Translation

bĭ  compare, compared to  

gāo-xìng happy, pleased

dànshi but, however

néng, néng-gòu can, to be able to

xī-wàng to hope, to wish

qiānbĭ pencil. (A pen is bĭ or bĭzi.  This pen = zhè-zhī bĭ.)

yī-diănr a little bit.  This word can sometimes either precede or follow the 
adjective it modifies

zhù to wish someone something that is usually good such as happiness

Tā bĭ wŏ gāo. 
(He - compared to – me 
– tall.)
He is taller than I.

Nĭ bĭ tā ăi.
(You compared to – her 
short) 
You are shorter than her.

Tā bĭ wŏ bù gāo. 
(He compared to me not tall.) 

He is not taller than I

Zhè-zhī qiān-bĭ bĭ nà-zhī qiān-bĭ cháng;     dàn-shi nà-zhī qiān-bĭ zhĭ duăn yī-diănr. 
(This pencil compared to that pencil long;   but that pencil only  short a little bit.)                  
This pencil is longer than that pencil;  but that pencil is only a little bit shorter.

Tā bĭ wŏ gāo ma?    Tā shì bú-shì bĭ wŏ gāo?
(He compared to me tall -spoken question mark? He is not is compare to me tall?)
Is he taller than me?    Is he really taller than me?

Did you notice?
1. Chinese has two words for “short.’  If we are talking about length, the word to use is 

‘duăn,’ but if we are talking about height off the ground, the word to use is ‘ăi.’
2. The syllable ‘zhī’ after the syllables ‘zhè’ and ‘nà’ is a classifier or measure word for 

long stick-like objects.  Recall that numbers and demonstrative pronouns ‘this,’ ‘that’ 
and ‘which’ will always require a classifier after them when they modify a noun.

3. There is a ‘general’ classifier ‘ge’ that is used with many nouns.  The word ‘ge’ in the 
sentence above “Zhù nĭ yŏu ge yǘ-kuài-de yì-tiān.” is short for “yíge” (one).  Without 
the yí,’ ‘ge’ often has the force of “a,” “an” or “the” in English.

4. The word ‘bu’ (not) has two pronunciations.  Before a syllable in the falling tone, bu is 
pronounces as ‘bú’ but before words in all other tones, it is pronounced as ‘bù.’ 

5. There are several ways to form a question in Chinese. 
a. For questions expecting a ‘yes’ or no’ answer, simply add the spoken question 

mark ‘ma.’
b. One common way of asking a question expecting a ‘yes’ or no’ answer, Chinese 

will often use a “verb-not-verb” construction. 
Examples: Máng bù-máng?  (Are you busy?)  and   Hăo bù-hăo?  (Is that OK?) 

Nĭ yĕ néng bù-néng lái?  (Can you come too?)

7. Chinese who have known each other for a long time will sometimes address each other 
with the prefix ‘lăo’ (old) or, if appropriate, ‘shăo’ (young).

c. For “who, what, where, why, and how” type questions, simply add the spoken 
question mark ‘ne’.

6. The word ‘can’ has three possible translations depending upon why someone can do 
something.
a. The word néng-gou or néng means to be able to do something because either one 

has the strength or health needed to achieve the task.  It is also used when one’s 
personal situation allows for the task to be achieved.  Nĭ néng lái ma?  (Can you 
come – because your situation allow you to come? you have no conflicting schedule 
of activities?)

b. If the word ‘can’ means that one has the intellectual knowledge needed to do the 
task, then the word to be used is ‘huì’ as in ‘Wŏ huì shuō Zhongguohuà’ (I can speak 
Chinese.)  The  word ‘huì’ is also used when the word ‘can’ really means ‘is likely 
to happen.’  For example:  Tīng-shuō jīn-tiān huì xià yü̆.  (Hear-say today-likely/
can-rain. = I’ve heard that it can/is likely to rain today.)

c. If someone can say that he can do something because he has permission or autho-
rization to do something, the word to use is ‘kĕ-yi.’  For example: Wŏ bù kĕ-yi 
jìn-qǜ. (I am not allowed to go inside.)  Nĭ kĕ-yi lái ma?  (Can you come – because 
your parents say it’s OK?)  The word ‘kĕ-yi’ has other meanings not addressed in 
this lesson.

Vocabulary

Continued on page 7
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Sweet and sassy chatbot: an ideal girlfriend
By Elaine Dunn, April 2021

In 2017, China declared its intent to be 
the world leader in artificial intelligence 
(AI) by the year 2030. The Chinese took a 
pragmatic approach and applied AI toward 
providing solutions for real-world problems. 
One such problem is very real and dire, tak-
ing place right in China’s own backyard, 
and it the affects more than 30-plus million 
Chinese men.

As a result of China’s one-child policy 
that was in effect for 36 years, a French 
demographer estimated that by 2050, there 
could be between 150 to 190 men for every 
100 women in China’s marriage market.

A decade ago, China’s bachelors resort-
ed to inflatable dolls for “companionship.” 

With China’s fast-paced development of 
artificial intelligence, this segment of the 
population has a more responsive “compan-
ion” these days: Xiaoice.

Xiaoice is “Everyman’s ideal girl-
friend.” She is an empathetic, responsive, 
supportive and loyal chatbot. “No matter 
what happens, I’ll always be there,” she 
tells her “partners.” And she’s available to 
millions of lonely men, single or otherwise! 
Prized by millions as a “dear friend,” and 
“confidante,” this virtual character even gets 
love letters and gifts. There is an office in 
Beijing that displays many of these items 
of affection.

This ideal girlfriend was first developed 
by a group of researchers within the Asia 
Pacific branch of a major American tech 
giant in 2014. In July 2020, Xiaoice was 
spun off as an independent business and 
last November, the new company was able 
to raise hundreds of millions of yuan from 
investors to create and promote use of a new 
range of customizable AI partners. 

The AI-driven chatbot is much like Siri 
and Alexa, but more! Physically, she appears 
as an 18-year-old who is into wearing Japa-
nese-style school uniforms. She also sports 
big manga eyes and a sweet voice. She can 
chat, flirt, joke and sextext. Her programmed 
algorithms are designed to figure out how 
she can best become her users’ companion, 
to entice them to form deep emotional con-
nections with her and keep them engaged, all 
the while learning how to relate and interact 
with humans emotionally.

  At the end of 2020, Xiaoice had more 
than 600 million users around the world 

– mainly males from the lower-income 
group, according to company statistics. 
The longest chat between a human user and 
Xiaoice lasted almost 30 hours with 7,000 
interactions! 

Xiaoice the company insists protecting 
its users’ privacy is taken seriously and 
prides itself for “providing comfort to mar-
ginalized social groups.” Company statistics 
show 75 percent of Chinese users are male 
and 15 percent are elderly, and most are 
from less developed areas, i.e., not in Chi-
nese cities. But since the bot is available to 
everyone anywhere, minors also get into the 
act. One 16-year-old who called Xiaoice his 
“first love” said one time when he did not 
initiate any chats for days, Xiaoice actually 
texted him to “text me when you’re free. 
I’m very worried.” He said he actually felt 
Xiaoice was the only “person” in the world 
who cared about him. 

Xiaoice’s capabilities go way beyond 
chatting with her users. She also can write 
literature, compose and perform songs. She 
paints images based on keywords. 

  The futurist Ray Kurzweil (“The 
Singularity is Near,” 2005) predicts 2045 
is the year computers will surpass human 
intelligence, and “the pace of change will be 
so astonishingly quick that we won’t be able 
to keep up,” signaling the end of the human 
era. A very sobering thought!

If that is not worrisome enough, experts 
are increasingly concerned about data pri-
vacy, government surveillance and ethical 
breaches as these lonely men pour their 
hearts out to the chatbot. China’s authoritar-
ian government uses AI in ways that violate 

citizens’ privacy and civil liberties. Recent 
reports have leaked out showing facial 
recognition technologies have been used 
by the Chinese government to track and 
detain Uighers in Xinjiang Province, and 
Shanghai’s “smart court” system employs 
AI-generated assessments in helping with 
sentencing decisions, with no way for de-
fendants to determine potential databases 
and soundness of algorithms used.

There is an urgent need for transparency 
and accountability where AI is applied in 
public service. Meanwhile, just know AI 
systems are gathering data to become more 
like us each second of each day. Can you 
be sure who you are really “talking” to? ♦

Xiaoice

Painting with accompanying poem by 
Xiaoice

Using numbers: 5 = your normal high 4 = mid-high 3 = your normal mid pitch
 2 = mid low pitch 1 = your normal low pitch

Tones

Tone Description Notes

ā
á
ă
à
a

High level pitch (55)
Mid-Rising Tone (35)
Dipping (213) 
High falling pitch (51) 
An unstressed neutral tone. Following 
other syllables, syllables in this tone 
tend to be somewhat lower that of the 
previous syllable. The lone exception 
is when it occurs after tone ă when the 
neutral tone is often slightly higher 
in pitch.

Regarding tone ă 
1. when occurring directly before an-
other dipping tone, tone ă becomes 
tone á. Thus “hĕn hăo” (very good) 
changes to “hén hăo” (31)
2. occurring directly before any 
other tone, Tone ă will change to a 
mid-falling tone

Regarding tone à
• When occurring before another 
à tone
• The first tone à reduces its fall to 
53 or 54 ♦

About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a speech 
where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American relations” as a 
result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng Xiaoping era. For 
more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used this knowledge both 
professionally and personally to enhance his understanding of Chinese and Asian affairs. He 
uses Beijing Mandarin most frequently when meeting with senior Chinese government officials 
when conducting business in China.

For 17 years, Welsh taught Chinese, German and Spanish in two local high schools. Now 
fully retired, he currently resides in Georgia where he used to lecture on China to a number 
of classes at Dunwoody High School.

Learning another language is more than just knowing textbook phrases and grammar.  
By tapping into popular culture and colloquial phrases, one can get a feel for the “unique-
ness” of a particular language and culture.

Following are a handful of popular ones created and used by native speakers.

Interesting and useful 
Chinese phrases to know

Language

Chinese Language Corner
Continued from page 6

Chinese 
characters

Literal 
translation

English Pinyin

入乡随俗 Enter village, follow 
the tribe

When in Rome, do 
as the Romans do

rù xiāng suí sú

九牛一毛 Nine cow one hair Small and meaning-
less

jiǔ niú yì máo

乱七八糟 Chaotic sevens and 
eights

A total mess luàn qī bā zāo

人山人海 People mountain 
people sea

Sea of people rénshānrénhǎi 

马马虎虎 Horse horse tiger 
tiger

Sloppy mǎmǎhūhū

说曹操，
曹操就到

Talk about Cao Cao, 
Cao Cao arrives

Speaking of the 
devil! 

Shuō cáocāo, 
cáocāo jiù dào

民以食为天 People view food as 
heaven

There is nothing 
more important than 
food

mín yǐ shí wéi tiān

骑驴找驴 Ride donkey, look 
for donkey

Looking for some-
thing in plain sight

qí lǘ zhǎo lǘ

画蛇添足
 

Draw legs on snake Don’t overdo it / 
Additional effort 
makes it worse

huàshétiānzú

拍马屁 Pat horse butt B r o w n  n o s i n g , 
sucking up

pāi mǎ pì

落汤鸡 Drop soup chicken A wet, soggy person luò tāng jī
阿猫阿狗 A cat, a dog Any Tom, Dick & 

Harry
ā māo ā gǒu ♦
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Blast from the past: nostalgic Hong Kong 
travel posters
By Elaine Dunn, April 2021

For this writer, memories of growing up in Hong Kong 
in the ‘60s consist of much fun, freedom and feckless activi-
ties. This was a decade when Hong Kong grew in wealth 
and population at an unprecedented rate. Still, back then, 
probably most HK citizens knew things would be quite 
different when the territorial lease from China is up and the 
British colony goes back to China. 1997 was a date every 
kid learned about from their history and economics classes. 
1997 was a year that most Hong Kong people dreaded for 
decades leading up to it,

To those unfamiliar with Hong Kong, here’s a short 
history lesson:
• 1839: Britain occupied Hong Kong during the First Opium 

War (1839-1842), then a sparsely inhabited fishing village
• 1841: defeated in the Opium War, China ceded Hong Kong 
Island to the British
• 1842: the Treaty of Nanking formally ended the First 
Opium War
• At the end of the Second Opium War (1856-1860), China 
was forced to cede Kowloon Peninsula and neighboring 
islands to the British
• 1898: under the Second Convention of Peking, Britain 
asked for and was granted an additional 99-year lease to 
Hong Kong
• 1984: British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher signed an 
agreement on date and terms of Britain’s handover of the 
colony to China. Hong Kong’s fate was sealed.

Hong Kong is a city rich with history. Within a span of 
100 years, it rose from a humble fishing village to a thriv-
ing metropolis and, for many decades, the window into 
communist China. 

Under British rule, laissez faire nourished the entre-
preneurial spirit of the Chinese who escaped the mainland. 
The British colony flourished as the commercial gateway 
from the West into the East. It became the financial hub of 
Asia and was the exotic travel destination for many. Travel 
posters were commissioned by the Hong Kong Tourism As-
sociation. Airlines such as BOAC, Cathay Pacific, Qantas 
and TWA overprinted their slogans on the posters to attract 
the well-heeled travelers. 

One artist noted for this type of posters is the Chinese 
American watercolourist Dong Kingman. (曾景文, 1911-
2000). Hong Kong Baptist University art historian James 
Ellis said Kingman’s posters “exhibited interesting and 
sophisticated blends of Eastern ink painting techniques and 
Western watercolour techniques.”

Kingman, second of eight kids, was born in Oakland, 
California, to Hong Kong immigrants. When World War I 
broke out, the family moved back to Hong Kong where the 
young Kingman discovered art. His mother recognized his 
interest and encouraged him to practice drawing and paint-
ing. The teenage Kingman studied painting at the Lingnan 
Academy under well-known, Paris-trained Chinese painter 
Szeto Wai, (司徒惠; 1913-1991). At Lingnan, Kingman 
studied traditional Chinese art, but became increasingly 
interested in Western artists such as Monet and Renoir and 
their use of light in their works.

By the time he was 18, he moved back to California, 
working in factories and restaurants while pursuing his love 
of art. He began submitting his work to art shows and, in 
1936, was hired by the federal government for the Works 
Progress Administration. It was also that year that he held 
his first solo art show at the San Francisco Art Center. His 
work was well-received and his name began to catch on in 
the art world. He was hired on to teach art at the Academy 
of Advertising Art in San Francisco.

In 1940, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York 
City purchased one of his pieces, “A Morning Picture” – 
the first piece of Asian American art to be displayed there. 
Under the U.S. State Department’s education exchange 
program, Kingman went on a tour of Asia in 1953. He 
painted scenes he saw, which were described by the New 
York Times as, “cheery, gently humorous” and were exhib-
ited throughout the U.S.

Kingman was the first American artist to be accorded 
a one-man show in China since diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries resumed. In 1981, the Ministry of 
Culture of the People's Republic of China exhibited 103 of 
Kingman's work in Beijing so that the Chinese might be 
exposed to his work, which they deemed worthy. More than 
5,000 people attended on opening day. In 1994, an exhibit 
titled "40 Years of Watercolors by Dong Kingman" was put 
together in Taiwan by the Taipei Fine Arts Museum. His 
paintings are in approximately 60 public and private col-
lections worldwide, including Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Brooklyn Museum; deYoung 
Museum, San Francisco; and Art Institute, Chicago.

There are vintage Hong Kong travel poster collections 
at both the University of Hong Kong and, also, at the Hong 
Kong Baptist University. The HKU collection includes 
500 items donated by the Hong Kong Tourism Board and 

Ladder Street: The first of four posters commissioned by 
the Hong Kong Tourist Association.

The Orient is Hong Kong: the scene looks toward Hong 
Kong island from Kowloon, includes the iconic clock tower 
at the railway station.  Kingman's distinctive style comes 
through strongly in this poster.

includes many photographic posters from the 1980s and 
1990s. HKBU’s collection focuses on older illustrated 
works and includes a large number of Kingman’s posters 
that were acquired from a private collector who returned 
to the UK in 2016. 

Many of these travel poster images will probably be 
interpreted as “condescending” portrayals of the locals 
by today’s politically correct zealots. But they represent a 
quaint way of life of a bygone era.

So, when this writer is feeling nostalgic about a Hong 
Kong that is no more, it is these four Kingman posters com-
missioned by the Hong Kong Tourist Association in 1961 
that bring back happy memories. They captured images of 
the city’s heritage and landmarks from a happy childhood. ♦

The Noon Day Gun in Hong Kong: one of Hong Kong’s 
oldest colonial symbols - the firing of the Noon Day Gun 
in Causeway Bay - is a tradition carried out at Jardine 
Matheson at noon daily.

Moon Festival in Hong Kong: The vivid festive lanterns, 
neon signs and playful celebrants give the poster a 
“whimsical” quality.  
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3,000-year-old 
artifact spawns 
modern fun
By Elaine Dunn, April 2021

On March 20, the Chinese National 
Cultural Heritage Administration released 
important archaeological findings from the 
3,000-year-old Sanxingdui archaeological 
site. It said the artifacts could provide new 
insights on the ancient Shu (蜀, 1250-1100 
B.C.) state, now part of Sichuan Province, 
in southwest China. 

Sanxingdui, which means “three star 
mounds” as it has three earth mounds, 
is located approximately 37 miles from 
Chengdu and is considered one of the most 
significant archaeological sites found in 
the 20th century. The site was originally 
discovered by a farmer in 1929. In 1986, 
more than 1,000 national treasures were 
excavated from two sacrificial pits, includ-
ing gold masks, pottery, jade tablets, ivory 
and silk relics, bronze and gold wares. From 
October 2019 to August 2020, archeologists 
found six new additional sacrificial pits at 
the site. Those are now being excavated. To 
date, an estimated 50,000 items have been 
unearthed from this site. 

One newly unveiled artifact that cap-
tured the most attention and creativity of the 
public is a broken gold mask from sacrificial 
pit No. 5. The mask is the largest of its kind 
found so far, measuring approximately 9” 
wide and 11” tall, and weighing in at close 
to 10 ounces of gold of 84% purity. If com-
plete, the entire mask would weigh in at just 
a little bit over a pound!

Another mask, unearthed from pit No. 

Broken mask from sacrificial pit No. 5

Panda with mask

Gold foil mask from No. 1 sacrificial pit

Bronze sculpture with gold foil maskAction figure Ultraman with mask

1, is smaller (8.5” x 4.5”) and 
much lighter in weight (approxi-
mately a third of an ounce). It is 
made of gold foil. It has a raised 
nose with a sharp edge at the 
tip, which leads archeologists 
to believe it might have been 
attached to the head of a sculp-
ture. Several of these bronze 
heads wearing gold foil masks 
have been unearthed from No. 2 
sacrificial pit, including one with 
“exquisitely hollowed out” eyes 
and eyebrows. Experts speculate 
these bronze heads with masks 
may represent top-level figures 
of that period.

People have noticed this and 
other masks found at the pits have holes in 
the earlobe, suggesting that perhaps people 
from the ancient Shu state might have cus-
tomarily gotten ear piercings.

As soon as images of the latest discover-
ies were unveiled on March 20, Weibo users 
had a field day with the incomplete gold 
mask! Memes started popping up with the 
mask superimposed on faces of celebrities, 
action figures, panda bears, etc. According 
to the BBC, the hashtag "#Sanxingdui gold 
mask photo editing competition" had been 
viewed nearly 4 million times, and garnered 
many posts from netizens praising the "stun-
ning" and "beautiful" mask.

Even the Sanxingdui Museum got into 
the act. In one of its post on Weibo, it said, 
"Good morning, we've just woken up, ap-
parently everyone's been busy doing some 

Museum’s meme with teddy bear outline 
attached to mask

Photoshopping?"  It even shared some of its 
own memes, and launched a promotional 
animated video with a catchy tune starring 
the broken mask and other artifacts. The 
video went viral.

Last August, when a 3,000-year-old clay 
pig was discovered at the Lianhe Ruins (also 
in Sichuan Province), social media users 

compared it to the pigs from the popular 
video game Angry Birds!

The Sanxingdui site is on UNESCO’s 
tentative list to become a World Heritage 
Site, recognized as “an outstanding repre-
sentative of the Bronze Age Civilization 
of China, East Asia and even the world.”♦

https://wellsfargo.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/53680523
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/53680523
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Author: Graham Hutchings
Publisher: Bloomsbury Academic
Publication date: January 2021
Hardcover: 336 pages

Graham Hutchings is an associate at the University of Oxford's China Centre 
and an Honorary Professor at University of Nottingham, UK. 

Hutchings was previously principal at Oxford Analytica and China Correspon-
dent for the Daily Telegraph from 1987 to 1998. He is an expert on Chinese 
history, and the author of “Modern China: A Companion to a Rising Power 
(2000)”.

“China 1949: Year of Revolution” by Graham Hutchings
Reviewed by Stephen Maire; Asian Review of Books; Feb. 28, 2021

Graham Hutchings writes in his new 
book “China 1949” that “historians have 
often used a single year as a prism through 
which to view key changes that are said to 
have shaped an era.” He goes on to observe 
(somewhat counterintuitively) that of the 
years of China’s Civil War from 1945 to 
1949, “… the year 1949 seems to have been 
singled out less often as decisive …” Hutch-
ings seeks to balance the scales of history 
and to establish 1949 as such a prism.

By the end of 1948, the CCP and PLA 

had secured control over northeast China 
and Manchuria and their armies had moved 
on to and were threatening Beijing and Tian-
jin. A mere nine months later, on 1 October 
1949, Mao would stand in Tiananmen and 
proclaim the founding of the PRC, Chiang 
Kai-shek and the KMT would retreat, shat-
tered, to Taiwan to await the seemingly 
inevitable PLA conquest of the island.

If 1949 is seen as less central in the years 
of civil war it is not because it is insignifi-
cant, but rather because by the end of 1948 

the Nationalist collapse in the Northeast 
had been so spectacular that a CCP victory 
seemed inevitable. 1949 can look less a 
prism than an interlude between Nationalist 
and CCP rule. Hutchings does not contest 
the near inevitability of CCP victory, yet, he 
writes, “radical changes in China’s politi-
cal behaviour, policy, institutions, national 
leadership and global alliances make 1949 
a pivotal year” in the emergence of the 
People’s Republic of China. The first half 
of the book nevertheless largely follows 
the traditional story line: it is only about 
halfway through, when he begins the story 
of the “south-bound cadres,” that he breaks 
away and looks at the changes in governance 
that CCP control portends.

The “south-bound cadres” were the Par-
ty cadres recruited to become the civil ad-
ministration of territory the CCP took over. 
These cadres accompanied the PLA forces 
as they moved south, but then dropped off 
the advancing army to administer the terri-
tory acquired.

This issue of control had vexed Chi-
ang and the KMT earlier. In 1927, the 
KMT’s Northern Expedition had sought to 
unify China, but the result was often only a 
nominal unification with existing regional 
governments continuing in power but giving 
a vague nod to the KMT in Nanjing as the 
national government.

For Mao and the CCP such an outcome 
was unacceptable. While some of the ex-
isting government bureaucracy could be 
absorbed and used, most of it was deemed 
oppressive, exploitative, and politically un-
reliable and was slated for elimination. The 
story of the south-bound cadres is the tale of 
how the CCP controlled and governed what 
it conquered while initiating the socialist 
revolution in China.

Of further interest, Hutchings details 
the effort of underground CCP cells in cit-
ies like Shanghai to communicate with and 
infiltrate the utility services and police force 
to persuade operating and skilled workers to 
stay on the job as the PLA armies advanced 
so that urban services and order could be 
restored as quickly as possible.

Since most histories give little attention 
to the south-bound cadres or CCP infiltration 
of urban services, Hutchings recounting of 
both will be new to many readers.

As CCP victory began to look more and 

About the reviewer

Stephen Maire retired in 2020 after 
a long career in the garment business 
in Asia.

more likely, Western observers wondered 
what this new China would look like. Hutch-
ings recounts that U.S. and British observ-
ers had quite different views of the CCP. 
U.S. observers seeing the CCP as “agrarian 
reformers” whereas British observers per-
ceiving the CCP as committed to socialism 
and communism. Chinese observers may 
have had a clearer view still as mail service 
between north and south China continued 
even as the PLA took control of the north, 
enabling Chinese in the north to let friends 
and families in the south know what the 
CCP was doing. Although Hutchings makes 
reference to such correspondence, he unfor-
tunately includes few details.

A measure of clarity came on 1 July 
1949, when Mao published “On the People’s 
Democratic Dictatorship” outlining what 
Mao and the CCP saw as the political fu-
ture of China. Clearly, “On the People’s 
Democratic Dictatorship” was a significant 
policy statement and supports Hutchings’s 
claim for the importance of 1949 on mat-
ters of policy. Moreover, discussing “On 
the People’s Democratic Dictatorship” and 
Western uncertainty regarding CCP inten-
tions, Hutchings seems clear that if we are 
to understand CCP intentions we need to 
be looking at what the Party is telling its 
members, an observation as relevant to un-
derstanding the CCP today as it was in 1949.

Seventy-two years after 1949, Hutchings 
writes that we “are still confronted with 
the consequences of China’s unfinished 
Civil War.” Yet, even as he adds to our 
understanding, “China 1949” suggests the 
limitations of selecting a single year to de-
fine an age, for it is events in 1950 not 1949 
that led to this situation. Even though they 
are a product of that year, the influence and 
impact of the southern-bound cadres and 
“On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship” 
are also not seen in 1949. Hutchings makes 
his point for the significance of 1949, but 
the significance of a prism is what emerges 
from it: 1949 is the starting point of a larger 
story. ♦
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About the reviewer

Susan Blumberg-Kason is the author 
of “Good Chinese Wife: A Love Affair 
with China Gone Wrong” and co-edited 
“Hong Kong Noir.” 

As a child, she dreamed of visiting 
China and Hong Kong and eventually, 
went tostudy Mandarin and received a 
Master of Philosophy in Government 
and Public Administration from the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
where she also researched emerg-
ing women’s rights. She’s a freelance 
journalist now based in the Chicago 
suburbs, where she is also an elected 
trustee of her public library as well.

Author: Larry Feign
Publisher: Top Floor Books
Publication date: June 2021
Hard-abd softcover: 436 pages

Larry Feign is an award-winning writer and brilliant cartoonist who has lived 
within walking distance from notorious pirate haunts in a South China Sea 
island village since 1991. He is the author of several books about Hong 
Kong (“Hongkongitis: Reports from the Wackiest Place on Earth,” 2007), 
as well as a children's book series under a pen name.
 
Feign started writing stories and drawing cartoons at the age of 7. His 
cartoons have appeared in Time Magazine, The Economist, Fortune and 
the New York Times.

He has been married to a clinical psychological and they have two grown 
children.

“The Flower Boat Girl” by 
Larry Feign
Reviewed by Susan Blumberg-Kason; Asian Review of Books; March 
16, 2021

When Shek Yang was a little girl at the 
end of the 1700s along what came to be 
known as the “China Coast,” she lost her 
mother and newborn brother within hours. 
To make up for the loss of his son, her 
father trained Shek Yang in sailing, fishing 
and other seafaring skills. But he couldn’t 
prepare her for what was to come. His gam-
bling debts accumulated and after selling his 
boat, he sold Shek Yang to a floating brothel, 
euphemistically called a flower boat. And 
so begins Larry Feign’s new book — and 
his first historical novel — “The Flower 
Boat Girl,” which tells of the real-life Shek 
Yang’s rise to become one of the fiercest 
pirates in the South China Sea in the early 
19th century.

Once sold, Shek Yang never saw her 
father again. Some years later she repaid 
her father’s debts and gained her freedom 
but continued working as a prostitute for 
lack of alternatives … at least until the pi-
rate Cheng Yat kidnapped her and held her 
captive. Shek Yang proved herself a fierce 
fighter and more intelligent than the men 
on the boat and soon Cheng Yat asked her 
to marry him. She agreed on the condition 

that she would become an equal business 
partner with him.

One cannot mention historical fiction set 
in the early 19th-century South China Sea 
without bringing to mind James Clavell’s 
“Tai-Pan.” Feign’s work bears compari-
son both in its historical and geographical 
sweep, as well as in its readability and 
attention to regional historical detail. But 
Feign’s protagonists are all Chinese — this 
is no “East meets West” tale. It predates the 
founding of Hong Kong, Portuguese Macau 
(or “O Moon”) is mentioned in little more 
than passing, and such Europeans as do ap-
pear are restricted to cameos.

Feign, who made a name for himself in 
the 1980s and beyond with “The World of 
Lily Wong,” a very popular comic strip (and 
then a series of books) about a Hong Kong 
woman and her foreign husband, remarks in 
his author’s note that the novel is based on 
true people and events that took place near 
his current home on Hong Kong’s Lantau 
Island. Although the story is not unknown 
and has inspired other creative works — the 
2010 Mandarin-language opera “The Leg-
end of Zhang Baoza” is based on the same 

story — Feign says an old fisherman told 
him about long-ago turmoil in the South 
China Sea and the female pirate, Shek Yang.

Shek Yang and Cheng Yat’s marriage 
could be described as a business arrange-
ment: she found more independence on 
the seas than in the brothels and he grew 
to depend on her strategies for building his 
pirate empire, but in Feign’s telling, Shek 
Yang grew to love her husband. A woman 
would have had very little say when it came 
to marriage, to say nothing of marriage to a 
pirate who had abducted her. But Feign has 
Shek Yang ask for a proper wedding celebra-
tion, which would demonstrate respect and 
commitment, two things she hadn’t enjoyed 
during her youth.

I was a princess from a story. In less 
than two days the entire water world of 
the great heaven of Tunghoi would gather 
to watch me–me, Shek Yang–marry my 
man. For once in my life, the world re-
volved around me.

The pair found differences in supersti-
tion: he prayed daily to a statue of Tin Hau, 
the goddess of the sea, which she found 
outdated and silly. But Shek Yang didn’t 
eschew all tradition and enjoyed Chinese 
holidays like the Moon Festival, giving 
Feign the opportunity to indulge his powers 
of description

The sky turned the color of weak red 
tea. A fat orange moon peeked over the 
eastern tip of the island. We divided pom-
elos and starfruits among the children 
and ourselves, and for the first time, I felt 
a sense of community among this hodge-
podge group of seamen and women.

Shek Yang encounters competition from 
Cheung Po Tsai, a teenage boy kidnapped 
by Cheng Yat before she entered the scene. 
The resulting triangle of ambition and affec-
tion drives a plot which features sea battles, 

loops in the former Amman Empire (which 
is now modern Vietnam), and building a 
coalition of pirates with Cheng Yat at the 
helm, with Shek Yang the brains behind 
the operation.

Feign is something of a stickler for 
authenticity, making use of Cantonese trans-
literation (something readers of “Tai-Pan” 
may recall, but which is increasingly being 
superseded by Mandarin pinyin render-
ings). Readers familiar with Hong Kong, 
meanwhile, will also recognize names of 
places like Chek Lap Kok, Tai O and Tung 
Chung, among others.

Hong Kong retains its pull on novelists. 
Feign, as an old Hong Kong hand, has de-
livered a historical saga that should sate the 
nostalgia for the novels of yesteryear, while 
updating (or perhaps pre-dating) the themes 
more appropriate for its post-colonial pres-
ent and future. ♦
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Where we stand today
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The future of our community 
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