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Special focus:
Coronavirus pandemic
This issue of China Insight includes articles on the many impacts
of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic locally,
nationally, and in China.
Our COVID-19 coverage includes:
• Community resources
• Unemployment and economic resources
• Education
• Impact on the Chinese and Chinese American community
• Need for donations to support medical workers
• Slow the spread!
US Census

Society, p. 4

Education, p. 5

The US Census happens every 10 years. Everyone counts. Make
sure that you are counted! Complete your 2020 Census online at
my2020census.gov. See page 9 for more information.
Business & Economy

Apply for unemployment
insurance online, small
business loan programs
DEED is the state’s principal economic
development agency, promoting business
recruitment, expansion and retention, workforce development, international trade and
community development.

Unemployment questions
answered

The COVID-19 crisis has required unprecedented action by state government to
ensure the safety of Minnesotans: temporary
closure of all restaurants, bars, and other
non-essential public businesses, which will
affect hundreds of thousands of workers
who may now find themselves temporarily

unemployed. There is also a blog for regular
updates.
The Governor signed Executive Order
20-05 to ensure Minnesotans thus affected
have access to unemployment benefits, and
to ensure that businesses aren’t required
to pay into the system to cover these additional costs.
Anyone who is applying for UI and has
access to the Internet are urged to apply
online at the website, uimn.org. The call
centers are reserved for Minnesotans who
are digitally disconnected, or who need
language support.
Following are some of the most frequent questions DEED is getting about the
program.

Q: Who is eligible for Unemployment
Insurance benefits?

Government & Politics, p. 7

A: The core principle of unemployment
insurance is that you are eligible if you are
disconnected from your job by no fault of
your own. Executive Order 20-05 extends
that definition in the following ways.
You are eligible if:
•   You have temporarily or permanently lost
your job or had your hours reduced because
of COVID-19.
•  A healthcare professional or health authority recommended or ordered you to avoid
contact with others due to COVID-19.
•  You have been ordered not to come to their
workplace due to an outbreak of COVID-19.
•  You have received notification from a
school district, daycare, or other childcare
provider that either classes are canceled
or your ordinary childcare is unavailable,
Continued on page 7
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Publisher’s Pronouncements

ChinaInsight

Greetings:
Due to the coronavirus pandemic that has
dominated worldwide attention, it is with a
heavy heart that I draft my pronouncements
this month, however, we cannot lose sight
that this is the year that the 2020 Census is
being taken in the United States.
Every 10 years, the U.S. government
counts every person, regardless of citizenship, living in the U.S. through the census.
The census is a short questionnaire that asks
basic information about your household and
the people who live in it.
The census is used to decide how to
divide $1.5 trillion in federal funding for important services such as healthcare, schools
and libraries, public transportation, and
welfare benefits. You can still respond online
or respond by phone through June 2020.
Language assistance is available for some
languages. The online questionnaire and
telephone assistance are available in Spanish, Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, Arabic,
Tagalog, Polish, French, Haitian Creole,
Portuguese, and Japanese. The Census Bureau is also producing language glossaries,
language identification cards, and language
guides in 59 non-English languages which
will be housed at www.2020census.gov.
Make sure that you are counted to get
your fair share of resources and representation!
Census data is critical to our families
and to future generations.
Census data is used to determine healthcare, transportation, schools, affordable
housing, and higher education that your
children and future generations need to get
a good start and be successful.

FREE

Data from the census are used to divide
over $1.5 trillion dollars of federal funding
for important services, like schools, libraries, food stamps, and health care.
Data from the census are also used to divide up political representation in Congress,
in your state capitol, and in cities and towns
across the country
A complete count means fair representation for your community so it is really important that the Asian community competes
the survey.
For the first time, you will be able to
complete your census form online. Most
households will receive a letter inviting
them to respond online, with a unique
household ID and the web address of the
official Census Bureau website. The internet self-response form is available in 12
non-English languages including Chinese
(Simplified), Japanese, Korean, Tagalog,
and Vietnamese.
Respond online. The Census Bureau will
send you instructions and you will receive
an official postcard with your household ID
around mid-March 2020. Go to the official
census website, enter your household ID,
and then answer the questions.
Respond by phone. Call the Census
Bureau to answer the census by phone and
ask questions about the census.
Respond via paper questionnaire. If
you do not respond to the census online or
by phone, the Census Bureau will mail you
a paper questionnaire. This option is only
available in English or Spanish.
Your data is private. Period.
Your personal responses are confidential

and protected by law. Census workers are
not only sworn to protect the privacy of
your data but also face severe punishments
if they breach it.
The census will NOT ask about citizenship or immigration status.
The Census Bureau is not allowed to
share your individual information with
other government agencies, immigration
officials, or the public. Strong laws protect
your response from being shared!
Census responses can only be used for
statistical purposes. See page 9 for details.
As for what else can I comment regarding the coronavirus pandemic, we’re all in
this together so we need to work together
until the pandemic is under control and it
would be helpful that our government officials could provide the leadership to guide
us through these uncertain times. Nevertheless, we need to thank front-line health care
workers for the service they provide.
China Insight is committed to continue
to serve the community so has produced its
first digital version of the newspaper and
will be working to transition to a digital
edition only as conditions dictate so please
check periodically at
www.chinainsight.info.
Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
President – CEO
China Insight, Inc.
4-2020

Who are you? What articles do you enjoy reading?

Entry Form
Please send me free China Insight for a year if I am one of the first 10 respondents this month
The top two articles that interested me the most in this issue are:
Article title
Article title

I would like to see more articles on
Employment Status

Student

Self-employed

Age

Retired

Other (please specify)
Employment Sector

Education

Government

Private industry

 19 & under

 20 - 40

 41 - 60

 60 +
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Other (please specify)
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Gender
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African American
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Other
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demographics. For your time, the first 10 respondents each month will receive a free annual subscription to China Insight. Winners will be notified
by email.

Page

Manager of
Operations/Circulation:

About ChinaInsight

Getting to know you . . .

Page

Gregory J. Hugh
ghugh@chinainsight.info

C hina I nsight is a monthly English
language newspaper fostering business
and cultural harmony between China
and the U.S.

FREE
DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
SUBSCRIPTIONS



Publisher:

Zip

ChinaInsight welcomes guest articles
and letters to the editor. Correspondence
should be addressed to:
Editor, ChinaInsight
750 Mainstreet, #230
Hopkins, MN 55343
Tel: 612-723-4872
articles@chinainsight.info
Letters to the editor become the property
of ChinaInsight and may be edited for
length and published. Articles will not be
published without the express consent
of the author.
NOTICE TO READERS: The
views expressed in articles are the
author’s and not necessarily those
of C hina I nsight . Authors may have
a business relationship with the
companies or businesses they discuss.

One entry per month. Please return entry to:
China Insight 750 Mainstreet, #230, Hopkins, MN 55343
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Guaranteed
YES you can visit our website,
www.chinainsight.info, to read the latest issue,
but did you know you can have ChinaInsight
delivered directly to your email inbox?
A digital subscription is FREE and brings
a full year (10 issues) of new understanding
about today’s China, from language to business
opportunities.

Request a digital subscription
Send an email to:
articles@chinainsight.info with
Digital subscription in the subject line.
Include:
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• Your phone number
• Your email address
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No-touch payments

China's leading digital payment platform
Alipay unveiled a three-year plan on March
10 to support the digital transformation of 40
million service providers by working with
5,000 independent software vendors. Alipay
continues to strengthen its positioning in
China to provide an open, vibrant digital
ecosystem that offers users a gateway into
a comprehensive digital lifestyle., helping
service providers become more agile and
respond effectively to the fast-changing
market environment amid the coronavirus
outbreak.

Launched in 2004, Alipay serves 900
million domestic users and provides egovernment services in more than 400 cities
nationwide.
Many mini-programs have been developed on the platform to fulfill various
lifestyle needs of those who are living and
working from home and minimize the need
for physical contact with service providers.
Meicai, a Beijing-based fresh food
logistics startup connecting farmers with
catering businesses, was battered recently
as downstream restaurants closed due to
the epidemic.
With a mini-program launched, fortunately, the grocery startup was able to make
its delivery services available to Alipay
users and attracted more than 800,000 new
customers with orders pouring in from over
80 cities across the country.
The digital transformation aided not
only small businesses to turn the corner.
Xibei, a leading Chinese catering chain
brand and one of the first to feel the pinch,
received a helping hand from Alibaba's fresh
food chain Hema Fresh to cope with staff
shortages. ♦

Tough measure: alcohol ban
Hone Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie
Lam appealed for public cooperation and
vigilance in the fight against the coronavirus outbreak after the metropolis reported
39 additional confirmed cases on March
23, raising the total to 356 cases – a lower
infections per capita on a global level. The
city also is considering closing its borders
to all non-residents and banning alcohol
sale at 8,600 bars, clubs and restaurants to
stem public gathering. (Eleven confirmed
cases were known to have visited or worked
in bars and restaurants within the popular
nightlife district of Lan Kwai Fong.)
Lam also said the government may
speed up prosecutions against quarantine
breakers, who currently face a maximum
fine of US$3,205 and a six-month prison
term.

Yet, there are those who still choose to
ignore quarantine orders. Two went to play
basketball! Thirty-six “have absconded from
home quarantine.” A March 23 South China
Morning Post article reported that since February, three mainlanders who came to Hong
Kong have been prosecuted for breaking
quarantine orders. ♦

Replaced by robots

Restrictions on human contact under the
coronavirus outbreak meant much-needed
workers in the manufacturing and service
sectors was next to non-existent, conjuring
up very real visions of robots replacing
humans.
A March 20 Reuters article mentioned
“venture capitalists with expertise in the
robotics sector said they are anticipating
orders from China to rise significantly this
year, based on interest since the end of
January when the virus began spreading in
China. That could take the use of service
robots from novelties that deliver food and
drink in restaurants and hotels to an army
that performs essential functions in hospitals
bound by strict no-contact rules.”
The medical sector can see many uses.

Robots in hospitals can deliver meals, reducing the amount of protective equipment
used by medical staff for the same task. Ultraviolet light-emitting robots can perform
disinfectant tasks. In fact, UVD Robotics
from Denmark announced a distribution
deal of disinfectant robots with a Chinese
medical device supplier that would help
bring its robots to hospitals across China.
And Beijing-based Yunji Robotics and
Shanghai-based TMIRob have increased
distribution of delivery and disinfectant
robots respectively, in the wake of the
virus, according to investor Yu Chen, the
managing director of venture capital firm
Yunqi Capital.
As a promotional kick, a Philadelphia
manufacturer had one of its robots in New
York City’s Times Square quizzing passersby to see if they have the symptoms of the
coronavirus. At one point, it was also handing out face masks! However, interacting
with that robot required using a tablet, potentially transmitting virus and other germs!
And that’s just the tip of the proverbial
iceberg.
Looks like the silver lining to the coronavirus outbreak is the increased innovations in use of robots and a multitude of
new opportunities for new lines of business
and products. Additional bonus: improved
personal hygiene habits for many? ♦
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Top of list, again!

Despite months of protests, coronavirus
outbreak and depressed tourism, Hong Kong
is still the most expensive city in the world!  
According to The Economist Intelligence
Unit’s cost-of-living rankings, cost of living in Asian cities have been rising for the
past decade.  In 2019, that trend continued.  
Osaka Singapore and Hong Kong shared the
top spot in their costs of groceries.
And at the very bottom of the list?  Damascus. ♦

Free online tours
the repatriated items from Italy now at the
National Museum of China, explore the treasures from one of the top 10 archeological
digs in China – exquisite bronzeware and
ironware, objects unearthed from the tombs
of Prince Liu Sheng and his consort from
the Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.–A.D.
25), walk by terracotta warriors from The
Emperor Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Ste
Museum in Xi’an.  Also online are: paintings and calligraphy from the Tang Dynasty,
cultural relics from the Qing imperia collection from the Shenyang Palace Museum,
porcelain, lacquerware, pottery and bronzeTo help the Chinese trapped indoors for ware from the Spring and Autumn periods
months combat boredom, major museums (770 – 476 B.C.).  Not interested in cultural
across China offered virtual tours of their relics?  Take a panoramic virtual tour of the
facilities and exhibits online, free of charge.   Dunhuang murals at the Mogao Grotto, a
Cooped up Chinese were able to “visit” UNESCO World Heritage site.
Nothing like armchair travel! ♦
the 600-year-old Forbidden City, look at

Congressional Gold Medal
ceremonies scheduled for
April now postponed
Source: Chinese American WWII Veterans Recognition Project
The Chinese American WWII Veterans
Recognition Project team announced the
April 27-30 award ceremonies have been
postponed as a result of COVID-19.
”From the outset in planning this event,
the attention to the care, welfare, and comfort of our Veterans have been a primary
objective.  That this viral disease can place
our most vulnerable group in jeopardy only
serves to also magnify the Speaker’s priority in the decision made about this historic,

once-in-a-lifetime event,” said its website.  
“The CAWW2 Project team will provide
additional information for those who are
registered and confirmed to participate in the
Emancipation Hall Ceremony and the individual Medal presentation event, including
donors and sponsors, as well as those who
have confirmed reservations at the Crystal
Gateway Marriott.”
Please email questions about the Project
to CGMInfo@caww2.org. ♦

Be Your Own Boss!
China Insight is seeking a self-motivated individual
to sell advertising space for our newspaper. China
Insight has been publishing for 15 years. The ideal
individual we seek must be passionate about our
mission, be resourceful, creative and capable of
working independently. We offer a very generous
commission structure and you get to set your
own hours.
Contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email
ghugh@chinainsight.info
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Greater Twin Cities
United Way community
resources for COVID-19
Greater Twin Cities United Way announced today its holistic approach to meet
the most critical needs of the community,
including its Greater Twin Cities COVID-19
Response and Recovery Fund.
Based on the most urgent needs identified by Greater Twin Cities United Way’s 95
nonprofit community partners, United Way
is prioritizing its fundraising around food;
shelter, child care, sanitary and hygiene supplies, and financial assistance, and will direct funds to its existing nonprofit grantees.
People can donate at www.gtcuw.org
or by texting GTCUWCOVID19 to 51555.  
One hundred percent of all donations will
go directly to the community to help those
who are most vulnerable, including people
experiencing poverty.
“During this very difficult time, we are
thankful to have a deep connection with
nearly 100 nonprofit partners we support,
enabling us to respond to community needs
in the most relevant ways,” said John Wilgers, president and CEO of Greater Twin
Cities United Way.

E x p a n d e d 2 11 R e s o u r c e
Helpline service

Society

A most unfortunate name:
Wuhan Noodle
By Elaine Dunn

There is no accounting for meanness,
even in the midst of the worst global pandemic!
In late January as the seriousness of
the coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan, China
began to spread rapidly, a small Chinese
family noodle restaurant in Markham, a
northern Toronto, Canada, suburb began
getting prank calls. You can imagine what
the callers were asking based on the owner’s
answer. After another one of these calls, the
exasperated manager responded despondently, “We have no bat soup!” Funny, I
know – c’mon, tell me you’re not guffawing! – when you’re not the one answering
call after call like that. But, absolutely NOT
funny when your business (and livelihood)
is taking a nosedive!
Not only were there incessant prank
calls, there was also a barrage of racist comments about the restaurant on social media.
The manager said there was a video posted
online on Jan. 27 showing someone walking
up to the restaurant with the caption, “The
Wuhan virus has spread to Markham.” The
video has since been deleted, but not before
it had been shared many times.
And, just like that, the noodle restaurant’s business fell by more than 60 percent!
Fortunately, after its plight was reported
in local news, politicians, including the
mayor, and community members rallied to

their support. They shared their experiences
and pictures of themselves eating at the
Wuhan Noodle 1950 restaurant on social
media, commenting on its delicious food
and exceptional service.
As of early February, its business had
picked up – until the closure of all restaurants!
In the U.S., things are not much better for Chinese and Chinese American
businesses. Even before the stay-at-home
calls urged by the government came, business in Chinatowns across the country
had registered declines. On Feb. 6, before
there were confirmed cases of COVID-19
reported in New York, Grub Street reported
restaurateurs in Chinatown (“a ghost town”)
were suffering, that business at a soon-to-be
100-year-old iconic Chinatown restaurant
was down 40 percent. Much of this was the
result of baseless biases and misinformation.
Let’s hope once the restaurant shutdown order is lifted, business will resume
for all restaurants, Chinese and otherwise. ♦

Greater Twin Cities United Way’s 211
resource helpline – available 24/7 in more
than 100 languages – is staffed by Certified
Community Resource Specialists who are
trained to provide referrals to local resources
related to accessing food, paying housing
bills and other essential services.  For help,
dial 211; text the letters MNCOVID to 898211; or participate in a live chat via United
Way’s 211 website.
The 211 resource helpline is a critical
resource for parents with kids of all ages.  
Given school closures, people with questions about food distribution sites and child
care are encouraged to call 211.  This frees
up school district staff to respond to other
needs while leveraging the expertise of 211
specialists and the 211 infrastructure.
Amidst the COVID-19 outbreak, there
has been an increase in calls to the helpline
related to child care, COVID-19 testing
sites, grocery store hours, transit schedules
and county social services closures.

Expanded advocacy efforts

In partnership with local and statewide
nonprofits, Greater Twin Cities United Way
is urging legislators to take emergency action to ensure the long-term health of the
nonprofit sector.

More on most urgent needs

According to United Way’s 95 nonprofit
partners, the most urgent needs include:
• Food support: There’s an increase in food
shelf demands and for meals among schoolaged children and youth. Mobile delivery
food programs also are strained.
• Shelter support: There’s a need for segmented shelter for people who must be put
under quarantine and for those who are
waiting for test results.
• Sanitary and hygiene supplies: There’s a
need for hand sanitizer, cleaning supplies,
paper towels, wipes and other basic sanitary
materials, especially for organizations that
manage multi-unit housing residencies.
• Direct financial assistance: Closures of
restaurants, businesses and other employers
have created financial challenges for hourly
workers (e.g., ability to pay rent).
• Affordable child care.

About Greater Twin Cities
United Way

One in four people in the Twin Cities
region are experiencing poverty.   Greater
Twin Cities United Way supports long-term
wellbeing by working to provide equitable
access for all to a strong education, stable
housing, healthy food and good jobs. We
do this by bringing together the public,
private and nonprofit sectors to solve the
community’s most pressing needs. Through
our public policy work, volunteer engagement, coalition building, United Way’s
2-1-1 hotline, nonprofit leadership support
and grant making, we take a holistic, longterm approach to help people meet their
potential. That’s because when more of us
reach our potential, our whole community
benefits. For more information, visit www.
gtcuw.org, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
and LinkedIn ♦

COVID-19 crisis
donations needed in
Hennepin County
Hennepin County has created drop-off
locations for items needed to protect people
responding to the COVID-19 crisis.
Staff working in quarantine operations,
as first responders, in public health, and
in clinics and hospitals are running low
on supplies that keep them safe and help
them continue their work protecting our
community.
Priority items needed include:
• Protective face wear – N95 or N100
respirators, PAPRs and surgical masks
• Nitrile gloves
• Tyvek coveralls
• Tyvek foot covers
• Eye protection (wrap arounds or
chemical splash)

Drop off sites, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
daily
Hennepin County Department
of Community Corrections and
Rehabilitation
3000 North Second Street
Minneapolis, MN 55441
Adult Correctional Facility
1145 Shenandoah Lane North,
Plymouth, MN 55447
Southdale Library
7001 York Ave. South
Edina, MN 55435 ♦

community
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Coronavir us guidelines:
Slow the spread
A Letter of Support to Our Friends in the Chinese American and
Chinese Communities
February 21, 2020
Dear Friends,
We are writing to express our heartfelt solidarity with you during these tense and
troubling times.
We are concerned about rising xenophobia aimed at Chinese people in this country
and abroad over the COVID-19 “coronavirus.”  We know that in such times, concern can
quickly turn into hysteria, which can lead to scapegoating.  We pledge to help ensure that
Chinese people feel safe and supported, and to combat attacks and stereotyping on social
media.  We know from history, ours and yours, that such fearmongering can be devastating.  
We are also aware that many Chinese-owned businesses have been affected by misinformed concerns about the COVID-19 virus.  Please be assured that we will strongly
encourage our own community not to give in to such fears.  According to Dr. Anthony
Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergies and Infectious Diseases, the danger for
Americans is “just miniscule” and there is no need to avoid Chinese people or businesses.  
Indeed, several Jewish communities have sent delegations to local Chinatowns to show
their unwavering support.
The Chinese and Jewish communities share much in common, including a commitment
to the highest ideals and welcoming spirit of America.  We in the Jewish community are
more committed than ever to upholding these ideals and ensuring they are extended to
you, our friends and neighbors.
Lastly, we know many of you are concerned about the health of relatives and friends
in China.  We offer our thoughts and prayers.
Please do not hesitate to call upon us at any time.
Very sincerely,

Michael Fromm     
JCPA Chair     
National Agencies

A Wider Bridge
American Jewish Committee
Anti-Defamation League
B’nai B’rith International  
Central Conference of American Rabbis
Jewish Labor Committee

David Bernstein
JCPA President and CEO
Jewish Women International  
ORT America
Rabbinical Assembly
Rabbinical Council of America
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism

Listen and follow the directions of your
state and local authorities.

Avoid eating or drinking at bars and restaurants - use pickup or delivery options.

If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to
work.

Avoid discretionary travel, shopping
trips, and social visits.

If your children are sick, keep them at
home. Contact your medical provider.

Do not visit nursing homes or retirement
or long-term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance.

If you are an older person, or have a
serious underlying health condition, stay
home and away from other people.
If you or someone in your household has
tested positive, keep the entire household
at home.
Even if you are young, or otherwise
healthy, you are at risk and your activities can increase the risk for others. It
is critical that you do your part to slow
the spread of coronavirus.
Work or study from home whenever possible.
Avoid social gatherings in groups or
more than 10 people.

Always practice good hygiene:
-Wash your hands, especially after
touching any frequently used item or
surface.
- Avoid touching your face.
- Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the
inside of your elbow.
- Disinfect frequently used items and
surfaces as much as possible.
For more information, visit
coronavirus.gov. ♦
(from guidance issued March 16, 2020 by
the White House and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention)

Education

32nd annual student essay
contest open to high school
students in the Ninth Federal
Reserve District

Jewish Community Relations Councils and Jewish Federations
Baltimore Jewish Council
Buffalo Jewish Community Relations Council   
Buffalo Jewish Federation   
Champaign-Urbana Jewish Federation  
Chicago Jewish Community Relations Council
Community Relations Committee, Jewish Federation of
Somerset Hunterdon and Warren Counties  
Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation
of Cleveland
Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of
Silicon Valley
Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of
the Lehigh Valley  
Community Relations Council, Jewish Federation of Greater
Pittsburgh
Community Relations Council, United Jewish Federation of
Tidewater
Indianapolis Jewish Community Relations Council  
JCRC of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin, Sonoma,
Alameda, and Contra Costa Counties
Jewish Community Federation of Canton
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond  
Jewish Community Federation of the Mohawk Valley
Jewish Community Relations Bureau|AJC (Kansas City)
Jewish Community Relations Council, Jewish Federation in
the Heart of New Jersey
Jewish Community Relations Council of Atlanta  
Jewish Community Relations Council of Columbus
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Boston
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Charleston/
Charleston Jewish Federation
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Phoenix
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington
Jewish Community Relations Council of Jewish Federation
of Northern NJ
Jewish Community Relations Council of Louisville  
Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota and the
Dakotas
Jewish Community Relations Council of New York
Jewish Community Relations Council of St. Louis
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Greater Miami
Jewish Federation  
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation
of Cincinnati
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation
of Greater Hartford

Other Organization

Congregation Sha’ar Zahav (of San Francisco)

Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation
of Greater MetroWest, NJ
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation
of Greater New Haven
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation
of Greater Rochester  
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Milwaukee
Jewish Federation
Jewish Community Relations Council, Jewish Community
Board of Akron
Jewish Community Relations Council, Jewish Federation of
Palm Beach County
Jewish Federation & Family Services of Orange County, CA
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee  
Jewish Federation of Broward County
Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts
Jewish Federation of Dutchess County
Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne
Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor  
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta
Jewish Federation of Greater Dayton
Jewish Federation of Greater Des Moines
Jewish Federation of Greater Harrisburg
Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, NY
Jewish Federation of Greater Phoenix
Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle
Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo
Jewish Federation of Palm Springs and Desert Area
Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
Jewish Federation of Rockford   
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee   
Jewish Federation of Springfield, IL and Jewish Community
Relations Council
Jewish Federations of New Jersey
JEWISHColorado
JewishColumbus
Memphis Jewish Federation
Ohio Jewish Communities
Portland Jewish Community Relations Council
Savannah Jewish Federation
St. Paul Jewish Federation
Tampa JCC & Federation
United Jewish Community of the Virginia Peninsula  
Westchester Jewish Council
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation

The Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis announces the 32nd Annual Student
Essay Contest.  It is open to all high school
students residing in the Ninth Federal Reserve District (Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota,
South Dakota and northwestern Wisconsin.
Entrants* should be under the supervision and direction of a teacher or, if homeschooler, a parent.  Submissions should be
made by the teacher or parent online no
later than April 17, 2020.  Finalists will be
announced May 5 and award program will
be held on May 15, 2020.
The topic is “Free trade: What to do
about the “losers?”   Essays “must reflect
the contestant's own research, writing and
original thinking.”  Each entrant is allowed
to submit one essay and each teacher may
supervise (and submit) no more than 15
essays.
Essays will be judged by college economics faculty and Federal Reserve staff
based on five criteria: topic comprehension

organization, conclusion, creativity and
writing.  
All 30 finalists will receive $100 and
first-, second- and third-place winners will
receive an additional $400, $300 and $200
respectively.   Finalists and their supervising parent or teacher also will be invited to
attend the award program in Minneapolis.  
Teachers who have one or more students
selected as finalists will also receive $100.  
Scholarships covering travel — based on
automobile mileage and one night’s lodging
— will be provided for winners and teachers
attending from outside the Minneapolis-St.
Paul metropolitan area.
Details, topic primer and complete
contest regulations are online at minneapolisfed.org, keyword search “student essay
contest.”♦
*Students who have family members employed
by or under contract with the Federal Reserve
Bank of Minneapolis or serving as contest judges
are not eligible to participate.
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AAJA issues
joint statement
denouncing antiANCIENT MEDICINE Asian racism
FOR MODERN HEALTHCARE during coronavirus
outbreak

Diversity
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as a Doctor of Chinese Medicine.
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The Asian American Journalists Association, along with our fellow diversity
associations, denounces the escalating violence and rhetoric aimed at Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders, including journalists,
amid the coronavirus outbreak.
In February, AAJA issued guidance urging news outlets to refrain from images and
language that fuel xenophobia and racism.  
We are heartened to see comprehensive and
thoughtful coverage from many news outlets, and are grateful for the hard-working
journalists covering the outbreak and its
impact on all communities.
But harmful language persists, including repeated use of "China coronavirus" or
"Chinese coronavirus" despite guidance by
the World Health Organization discouraging the use of geographic locations when
naming illnesses because it could stigmatize
populations associated with those places.
In this time of heightening tensions and
fears, it is more important than ever that

the media collectively gets it right so that
we don't give others, including politicians
and the general public, an excuse to get it
wrong.  We also fully support and encourage journalists to continue to be vigilant in
reporting the growing anti-Asian sentiment
tied to the outbreak along with the rhetoric.
As always, we stand ready to be a resource to our members, fellow journalists,
partners, and the public.  
• Asian American Journalists Association
(AAJA)
• Journalism and Women Symposium
(JAWS)
• National Association of Black Journalists
(NABJ)
• National Association of Hispanic Journalists (NAHJ)
• Native American Journalists Association
(NAJA)
• NLGJA: The Association of LGBTQ
Journalists ♦

nwhealth.edu/ChinaInsight

C100 statement on racism against
Chinese-Americans during novel
coronavirus outbreak and uniting to
assist America in this time of need
[NEW YORK, (March 25, 2020] – In
this time of global pandemic from the
novel coronavirus outbreak, the Committee of 100 (C100) calls on the peoples and
governments of the United States and China
to come together to exert all extraordinary
measures not only to slow the spread of
the virus and to find a cure and vaccines,
but to seek solutions to the vast, cascading
economic consequences that is continuing
to impact the world.  And, as nonpartisan
representatives of the Chinese American
community, C100 firmly believes that to
succeed we must reject any discrimination
based on race, ethnicity, or national origin,
and any provocation that has led to the
verbal abuse and physical attacks against
our community that we have witnessed in
recent weeks.
As an organization that promotes constructive relations between the peoples of
the United States and China and the full
inclusion and equality of Chinese Americans
in American society, C100 has been greatly
alarmed by racially charged slurs, actions,
and violence against the Chinese American
and Asian American community.   We are
heartened by President Trump’s voiced
support of the Asian American community,
though regardless of reason or intent, some
of these actions against Asian Americans
have been fueled by earlier comments of

U.S. officials, with some ascribing the name
of the virus to a specific race of people at a
time when Americans are fearful and looking for someone to blame.  At the same time,
we have been equally disappointed by the
lack of transparency at the onset of the crisis
by Chinese government officials, the credence given to conspiracy theories against
the United States, and the suggested removal
of American journalists from China.
We are living in a once-in-a-lifetime
crisis that calls for cooperation and collaboration, not finger pointing and recriminations.  As we continue to be vigilant in
preventing the spread of racism, to slow the
spread of the virus and ultimately find a cure
and vaccines, we must bring everything —
and everyone — to the table, and not fuel
anxieties and fears.  Now is the time that we
should all unite in a common goal of finding
solutions to the shared challenges we face.
We see many ways that the U.S. and
China, the two biggest economies of the
world, can work together through both the
public and private sectors.  Already, scientists, doctors, healthcare professionals, and
public servants of all ethnicities are working
together to save lives and find solutions.  
Americans are collaborating with their Chinese counterparts to learn from their unique
experiences of both what has worked well in
mitigating and treating the virus, and just as

importantly, what hasn’t worked, so that the
U.S. and other countries can learn from mistakes and missteps.  We should also foster
public and private partnerships and encourage businesses to re-energize employment
and rebuild cross-border trade to galvanize
a post-coronavirus global economy.
C100 is doing its part to encourage and
expand on these efforts.  In addition to a coordinated C100 fundraising drive to support
relief endeavors, C100 has been able to leverage resources and relationships in China
to connect providers of medical supplies and
personal protective equipment to U.S. hospitals and states most in need.  C100 members
are also making individual efforts to lead,
from Dr. David Ho leading research teams
to find treatments and Yo-Yo Ma rallying
artists around the world to provide comfort
through music and art, to Li Lu sending
approximately one million masks from
China to the U.S., to X. Rick Niu and Betty
Liu coordinating much-needed ventilators
for the state of New York and Anla Cheng
raising funds for virus relief efforts, to Ming
Tsai and Andrew Cherng donating to support
restaurant workers and feeding Americans in
need.  Recognizing that a whole-of-society
approach is required, C100 is also hosting
an online webinar series for China-based
business and educational leaders to share
their lessons learned from responding to the

coronavirus, so that the U.S. can build on
this experience in its own response.
COVID-19 has shown how inextricably
connected and undeniably interdependent
we all are, no matter how much we may
believe walls and borders may protect us.  
The United States and China must answer
the call of leadership and work together to
address this unprecedented challenge.  Let
us get to work, united in international cooperation to save lives, solidify the global
economy and support one another. ♦
  
Committee of 100 (C100) is a nonprofit
U.S. leadership organization of prominent
and extraordinary Chinese Americans in
business, government, academia, healthcare, and the arts. Founded by the late
world-renowned architect I.M. Pei and
internationally acclaimed cellist Yo-Yo Ma,
among others, it is an institution of U.S.
citizens of Chinese heritage. For over 30
years, C100 has served as a preeminent
organization committed to the dual missions
of promoting the full participation of Chinese Americans in all aspects of American
life and constructive relations between the
United States and Greater China. www.committee100.org. Please follow us on Twitter
and LinkedIn for updates.
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Apply for unemployment insurance online,
small business loan programs
Continued from page 1
provided that you made reasonable effort
to obtain other childcare and requested time
off or other accommodation from your employer and no reasonable accommodation
was available.
Q: How do I apply for Unemployment
Insurance?
A: If you have temporarily or permanently
lost your job or had your hours reduced
because of COVID-19, you should apply
for unemployment insurance benefits. Apply online at uimn.org. Applying online is
important to provide for the most efficient
processing during this unprecedented situation. Applying online also saves phone lines
for those who speak a language other than
English or don’t have internet access.
Q: Should I take paid leave/sick leave
due to this crisis, or take unemployment
insurance?
A: Generally you should exhaust other
forms of leave as they will pay you more
than UI, but that is up to every individual
worker. Unemployment benefits are designed to provide about 50 percenet of your
regular wages and paid leave or sick leave
typically provide more income if they are
available.
Q: How much in benefits am I eligible
for?
A: Unemployment insurance pays approximately half what a worker’s average weekly
wage was over the last year, to a maximum
of $740 per week. Typically, benefits last
for 26 weeks if an individual is fully unemployed for each week

Q: I was laid off today, how soon will I
start to receive benefits?
A: We will process your application as
quickly as possible. Submitting your application online is the most efficient way for
us to process your application. The uimn.
org website is able to accept applications
Monday through Friday, 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. We
are working to add Sunday hours.
Q: I am a freelancer or self-employed, do
I qualify for UI benefits?
A: The UI program is designed primarily
for laid off workers who worked for an
employer. Most Minnesota workers are
“covered” by the UI program. Some selfemployed individuals and independent
contractors have previously elected to be
covered by the UI program and they qualify
for UI benefits. There is no assistance from
the UI program for self-employed workers
and independent contractors who have not
previously elected coverage.
Q: Is there anything DEED can do to help
my business avoid layoffs?
A: If employers meet eligibility requirements, you may be able to enroll in the
Shared Work Program. This program offers
an alternative to layoffs in which employees
work reduced hours during a temporary
slowdown. Employees are paid unemployment benefits to offset part of their reduced
wages. Employers with questions about the
Shared Work Program should contact us at
shared.work@state.mn.us.
Q: If I’m taking paid or sick leave during
this time, am I eligible for UI?

A: Generally, if you are taking other forms
of leave payment, you are not eligible for UI.
Q: How much money does Minnesota
have in its UI Trust Fund?
A: Minnesota’s UI trust fund currently has
a healthy amount of funding in it. We know
we’re facing a surge in applications and will
model this carefully. The federal government is currently considering providing
additional emergency funds to all states.
When states trust fund run dry, they can
apply for 0% interest loans from the federal
government.
Have more questions about whether you
qualify for Unemployment Insurance, how
to apply and what the process is? Please visit
the UI Need to Know page.

Emergency small business
loans

The Small Business Emergency Loan
Program makes available $30 million from
special revenue funds for DEED’s lender
network to make loans of between $2,500
and $35,000 for qualifying small businesses.
The loans will be 50 percent forgivable,
and offered at a 0 percent interest rate. If
other financing becomes available to small
businesses that received an emergency loan,
such as federal funding, the emergency loan
must be repaid.
These emergency loans will be made by
an existing network of lenders DEED works
with across the state. Depending on the size
of the loans offered to businesses, DEED
estimates this emergency loan program
will provide needed resources to between

1,200 and 5,000 businesses. DEED expects
loan applications will available later this
week through our lender network. Minnesota small businesses should send questions about this emergency loan program to
ELP@state.mn.us.
The loan program was created under the
Small Business Assistance Executive Order
20-15 announced by Governor Tim Walz on
March 23. The loan program is intended to
help businesses temporarily closed under
Executive Order 20-04, later clarified by Executive Order 20-08, which stopped onsite
customer dining at restaurants and bars and
closed an extensive list of other small businesses whose owners may not have adequate
cash flow to withstand temporary closure.  
“Small businesses are the backbone of
our communities, and now more than ever,
we’re looking to creative solutions like
DEED’s emergency loan program to help
them weather these extraordinarily difficult
times,” said Walz.
The executive order also allows local
units of government or lending partners
that have a revolving loan fund to use those
funds to issue loans to retail and service
providers for the next 90 days. DEED
estimates that up to $28 million in capital
could be accessible through local revolving
loan funds and local governments through
this action. Local partners will be looking
at ways to deploy these resources to support
their local businesses.
For the latest information from DEED
for employers and businesses and workers,
visit the DEED COVID-19 Information
page on the DEED website. ♦

Education

China Tower connects remote villages with online schools
Source: Xinhua
In the bitter wind, a telecommunications team spent two hours connecting a
remote village with the 4G communication
network, so a student there could attend
online classes.
Jiang Lingyun, a freshman at a university in northeast China's Heilongjiang
Province, stayed at her hometown for a
prolonged winter vacation as most Chinese
students did during the novel coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) outbreak.
But the weak network signals in the
village held her back, when her university
resumed classes live online.
Jiang sent the state-owned China Tower
(China Tower Corporation Ltd.) call for help
on the Weibo social platform.
To her surprise, a team from China
Tower and China Mobile traveled hundreds
of miles through the snow for 10 hours to
reach her village, at the northeastern tip of
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, and
solved the problem.
China Tower, which provides telecommunication tower construction, maintenance
and ancillary facilities management, has
been widely acclaimed during the epidemic
as it strives to bring fast network connections to the most hard-to-reach corners of
the country for students like Jiang.
"We were worried about Jiang when we

received her message.  It is our responsibility to help her," said Xiao Sha, a member
of the team.
Jiang and her parents were very grateful
for the strong signal: "So many people came
to install the antenna and adjust the signal
just for a student, and I really appreciate it."
China Tower has resolved signal and
network problems for many students across
the country, including a Tibetan student who
had to climb a snow-covered mountain to
catch a good signal, as well as students
in remote villages in Shaanxi, Hubei and
Qinghai provinces.
The stories are posted on China Tower's
official Weibo account, where those needing
help can turn.
China Tower also helps teachers to solve
signal problems in online teaching.
In a remote village in southwest China's
Sichuan Province, Liu Gang, a teacher from
the Foreign Trade and Business College of
Chongqing Normal University, had to climb
a plum tree in front of his house to find a
stable Internet connection.
After learning of Liu's situation, China
Tower rapidly sent workers from its branches in southwest China's Chongqing Municipality and Sichuan Province to Liu's home.
They installed signal amplifiers to enhance the network coverage, enabling Liu

to make video calls, give online classes and
watch videos at home.
"I am really touched by China Tower's
strong social responsibility and I teach my
students to study hard and repay society with
gratitude," Liu said.
High school students who will graduate this year resumed school on March 16
in northwest China's Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.  The first 144 senior high
schools and secondary vocational schools

reopened on March 9 in northwest China's
Qinghai Province.
China Tower also helped build the mobile communications infrastructure of the
two makeshift hospitals -- Huoshenshan and
Leishenshan -- in Wuhan, the center of the
outbreak in central China's Hubei Province.
The indoor mobile communication
system in the hospitals now totals 57,000
square meters. ♦

Call for Articles…
Concerned about misconceptions about China?
ChinaInsight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-China cultural
and business harmony.
We are interested in publishing articles that engage audiences
in America. Potential topics range from understanding daily life
in China (or for Chinese in America) to discussions of business
markets from both an American or Chinese viewpoint.
If you would like to contribute an article, please contact
Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email
ghugh@chinainsight.info.
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Working conditions for Chinese civil rights
lawyer(s)
By Elaine Dunn

The November-December 2018 issue
of China Insight featured Qu Zhenhong,
civil rights lawyer from China, and her
representation of a man who was wrongfully imprisoned for a murder he did not
commit. In January 2019, Qu’s client was
awarded a record US$670,000, including
US$277,000 for “mental harm” caused by
his 25 years behind bars. Still, as Qu stressed
in that article, no amount of compensation
will be high enough because her client had
essentially lost his youth.
In late February, Qu visited Minnesota
on her way back to Beijing. Kingsfield Law
Office hosted her visit and introduced Qu to
the Minnesota legal community and Chinese
American community.
Qu is a senior partner at Beijing Huayi
Law Firm, known for specializing in human
rights cases, miscarriages of justice and

represents leading Chinese media outlets
on freedom of the press issues. She had
represented highly sensitive cases and was
herself illegally detained for 371 days (from
May 12, 2014-May 18, 2015). She is the
only female lawyer in China to have been
illegally detained, released with no charges,
and even return to jail/prison to interview
clients in detention!
Qu was detained because she happened
to be the niece of the “face” of China’s civil
rights lawyers Pu Zhiqiang. Only 12 years
his junior, the two of them worked closely
and co-counseled on many cases. Pu, Qu’s
role model, specialized in press freedom and
is a keen advocate for writers and journalists. As a result of his cases and his criticism
of Chinese government’s policies in these
high-profile cases, his activities and associates were closely monitored by Chinese
security services.
In May 2014, Pu was arrested for
causing a disturbance following a meeting of dissidents campaigning for “official
recognition” of the Tiananmen tragedy.
Despite combing through Pu’s records,
files, computers, government prosecutors
could offer no evidence of treason. However, he remained in custody and was tried
in December 2015 for a blog post deemed
“provocative” and “critical of the ruling

Communist Party.” He was found guilty
of “picking quarrels and inciting ethnic
hatred,” and given a three-year suspended
sentence, and released on Dec. 22, 2015. He
was disbarred in 2016.
Asked how she can practice civil rights
litigation in China, (a job description that
is an “oxymoron” in the eyes of one of
the guests), Qu replied that she tries to be
“reasonable,” and works hard at not getting
herself into an adversarial position. She
stresses that she is always willing to negotiate and talk, and be on friendly terms with
the police, prosecutors and judges.
The authority began targeting civil rights
attorneys more aggressively in recent years.
According to Amnesty International, a total
of 248 lawyers and activists were questioned
by police, detained or charged in the July
2015 crackdown. They were labeled as a
“major criminal gang.” The authority tried
to decimate the “space” civil rights attorneys
could operate. It was imperative for these
attorneys to resist and to fight back against
arbitrary detention. In addition to attorneys,
there are other groups also interested in
preserving and fighting back the shrinking
“space” for civil rights, who tried to resist
the growing restrictions: university professors and journalists.
A few professors have been pushing

back by writing open petition letters in
newspapers criticizing Xi, especially over
the coronavirus issue. Some had openly
said the authority is “responsible” for the
rabid spread because he tried to cover it
up initially – a scenario that the Western
nations believe.
In retaliation, investigative journalists had been forced out of the profession.
Outspoken professors can no longer teach
or travel outside of China. Human and civil
rights lawyers detained or disbarred, or both.
By the United Nations standards, Chinese civil rights system is very “arbitrary.”
Chinese criminal law is unto its own system,
whereas China’s commercial law is compatible with international system.
After Qu was released, she was ever
more determined to represent those wrongfully incarcerated. She has met many civil
rights lawyers in other countries, who encourage her to “keep doing her work.”
Despite working under a very stressful
and oppressive environment, Qu has not lost
her sense of humour. When she was asked
how soon she expects to be imprisoned, she
said, “I’ve been arrested once. I should have
immunity already!” ♦

Community

Linda Mealy-Lohmann provides garden
updates, signs off
By Elaine Dunn
To date, nearly $1.2 million had been
raised for the MN-China Friendship Garden project at Phalen Park in Saint Paul.
However, there is still $240,000 needed to
be raised for materials and construction to
complete the first phase of Liu Ming Yuan
(柳明園) in 2020. Consider becoming a
donor so the remaining work can be completed, which includes the installation of
naming and memorial stones, a calligraphy
poem stone, creation of a dry bed stream
in the rock landscape, plantings and two
security cameras.

The seven-ton engraved naming stone for
Liu Ming Yuan.

Linda Mealey Lohmann, immediate
past president of the MN-China Friendship
Garden, passed the torch on to Bill Zajicek
in February. The outgoing Mealey-Lohmann
recounted her involvement with the garden
project. Below, in her own words:

“It is hard to believe that nearly 20 years
ago, C.C. Hsiao and I started the China
Garden Committee as part of the US-China
Peoples Friendship Association-MN Chapter (under President Mary Warpeha) with
the dream to create a sister-city China Garden in the Twin Cities. We never imagined
how difficult that dream would be to realize.
We could never have imagined how many
years and how many hours of dedication it
would take. But 15 years after creating and
serving as president of the Minnesota China
Friendship Garden Society, our dream has
been realized.
“I am so grateful to C.C., his wife Joyce,
Mary Warpeha, Weiming Lu, and all the
board members and advisors I have worked
with on this labor of love. Together we have
created something very special at Phalen
Regional Park - the St. Paul-Changsha
China Friendship Garden of Whispering
Willows and Flowing Waters. Something
that can be enjoyed for generations. Something that shows the unity of the Chinese,
Hmong, and non-Asian communities and
the connection between Saint Paul and its
sister-city Changsha in China.
“I am pleased to announce that as of the
February 18, 2020 election, I have stepped
down from the president position and welcome Bill Zajicek as the new president. Bill
has been my “right hand man” and has been
instrumental these last two years on the
construction and landscaping aspects of the
garden, as well as serving as treasurer. Bill

is well-positioned to take this organization
to the next step in planning the second phase
of Liu Ming Yuan. I will continue to serve
as secretary to ensure a smooth transition
over the next year.
“Congratulations to Bill and all the
new directors and advisors. Thank you for
the opportunity to serve the community in
this way”

will be listed on the donor wall at the site
and on the MN China Friendship Garden
Society’s website. You may also make a
donation to honor a loved one. For donation details, go to http://mnchinagarden.org/
donation-options/.♦
Photos: Linda Mealey-Lohmann

L to R: Mealey-Lohmann, Mary Warpeha,
Romi Slowiak, Bill Zajicek. The four attended a symposium on “Unscholarly Gardens:
Rethinking the Gardens of China” at the
Huntington Botanical Garden in Los Angeles
in February. They also visited the $60 million
Chinese Garden.

Outgoing Mealey-Lohmann by the Phalen
Park pavilion

Do consider making a donation to the
project. All donations above the $1,000 level

Thank you
for reading
China Insight
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The 2020 Census will
shape your future.
Every 10 years, the United States counts
everyone living in the country on April 1, no
matter where they are from, what language they
speak, or why they are in the country. The count
includes children and newborn babies, citizens
and noncitizens, and temporary residents.

The number of people living or staying at your
address on April 1 • Do you own or rent your
home? •Telephone number • Name • Age •
Date of birth • Sex • Relationship to the person
filling out the form • Race • Hispanic origin

Your Social Security number • Money or
donations • Anything on behalf of a political
party • Your bank or credit card account
numbers • No citizenship question or
immigration status

www.2020census.gov
ASIAN AND
PACIFIC ISLANDER
AMERICAN VOTE

每十年，美國會算上在4月1日住在這個國家
的每一個人，不論他們來自哪裡，說什麼語
言，或為什麼 在這個國家。
這個人數包括了兒
童和新生兒、公民和非公民以及臨時居民。

回答對您的家庭和社區是至關重要的。

社區依賴於人口普查數據來計劃 各項需求，包括新的
道路、學校 以及緊急救援服務。
商業會用人口普查數據決定在哪裡 建造工廠、辦公室
以及商店。

回答是簡單的。

從2020年3月中旬開始，美國的每個住戶會收到通過在線、電
話或郵寄方式完成2020年人口普查的 通知。
這份表格會問幾
個基本的問題，會提供多種語言的版本。
從2020年5月至7月，
人口普查員 會訪問還沒有回复的住戶。
如果需要，人口普查員
可以幫助您完成問卷表。

What won’t the
2020 Census ask?

For more information, visit:

2020年人口普查
將塑造您的未來。

人口普查收集的信息會影響每年 超6,750億美元的聯
邦資金的分配。
這些資金將影響關鍵的服務，包括 教
育、醫保、老年中心以及公共交通。

What will the 2020
Census ask me?

Responding is
important for
your family and
community.
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Responding
is easy.

回答是安全的。

您的個人信息是完全保
密的和受法律保護的。
您的回答只能用於統計
數據的產生。
它們不能
被用於 執法目的或用於
判斷您是否符合政府福
利的條件。

想了解更多信息，请访问：
ASIAN AND
PACIFIC ISLANDER
AMERICAN VOTE

ONLINE
my2020census.gov

PHONE
1 (844) 478-2020

www.apiavote.org/census2020
HOTLINE: (844) 202-0274
MAIL
English & Spanish
only

www.apiavote.org/census

my2020census.gov
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“The Scientist and the Spy: A True Story of China, the
FBI, and Industrial Espionage” by Mara Hvistendahl
Reviewed by Frank Beyer, Asian Review of Books, Feb. 29, 2020

Author: Mara Hvistendahl
Publisher: Riverhead Books
Publication date: February 2020
Hardcover: 336 pages
Hvistendahl covered China’s renaissance in science and technology
as a correspondent in Shanghai for Science. She has also written
for the New York Times, The Atlantic, Popular Science, Scientific
American, WIRED and other publications. She is the author of “Unnatural Selection: Choosing Boys Over Girls, and the Consequences
of a World Full of Men,” which was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for
Nonfiction and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. A proficient Mandarin speaker and former National Fellow at New America, she lived
in China for eight years where she worked as China bureau chief for
Science. She now resides in Minneapolis with her family.

In 1876, Englishman Henry Wickham
smuggled rubber tree seeds out of the
Amazon ultimately dooming Brazil’s rubber
boom.  The stolen seeds were successfully
germinated, leading to the British establishing rubber plantations in Malaya that
broke Brazil’s monopoly and sent the states
of Amazonas and Pará into rapid decline.  
The Opera House in Manaus, capital of
Amazonas, is a melancholy reminder of the
luxury rubber profits once afforded.  Much
as rubber seeds once were, genetically engineered (or modified, i.e., GM) corn seeds
have become valuable enough in the 21st
century that some will resort to anything
to get them.
Mara Hvistendahl’s “The Scientist and
the Spy” is a riveting true crime read that
uses the case of Robert Mo, an employee
of the Chinese agricultural company DBN,
to investigate how the theft of trade secrets
is now a major battlefield in the Cold War
between China and America.   The book
raises a number of questions that do not
have simple answers.  Do these thefts across
a range of industries constitute threats to
national security?   How can one prevent
rational reactions to theft from spiraling into
panic and xenophobia?
The story starts in 2011 when an Iowa
farmer spots a Chinese man in a field owned
by agri-giant Monsanto and calls the police.  
American companies Monsanto and Dupont Pioneer have developed hybrid seeds
that produce bumper crops, are resistant to
pesticide and, of considerable commercial
importance, only germinate once (requiring
farmers to repurchase seed each season).  In
2010, indeed, China limited the import of
GM seeds partly to stop American companies from dominating the Chinese domestic
market.   Corn is big money in China: as
people get richer and eat more meat, there
is more demand for corn as animal feed.  If
Chinese companies like DBN could develop
quality hybrids, they could gain control
of the domestic market and offer cheaper
alternatives to western strains in the inter-

national market.
As hybrid corn seeds are the result of
some serious research and development,
they arguably qualify as intellectual property, something the FBI and the Justice Department are tasked with protecting; whether
GM seeds qualify as a national security
interest is another topic.   On the Chinese
side, food is a matter of national security;
when it comes to science and technology, the
government has shown little compunction
about taking short-cuts.
No wonder, then, that some companies
hire hackers to tunnel into the servers
of their American competitors and
then swipe designs for their latest
product, or that some researchers are
tempted to steal work from elsewhere,
particularly if it has commercial potential.
DBN needed the inbred parents of a
strain.  The female inbred can be reverseengineered, but the male needs to be collected from the field; this is where Robert
Mo comes in.  Should DBN’s hair-brained
scheme be considered “espionage” as the
corn giants and the FBI call it, or just one
company stealing from another?  This issue was debated in Robert Mo’s trial, but
the answer is still not clear cut: seeds are
not weapons.
Robert, whose Chinese name is Hailong,
grew up in a tiny village in Sichuan Province. In America, despite having two
PH.D.s, he can’t make ends meet in an academic research job and so, through a family
connection back in China, gets a well-paid
job at DBN.  Along with the legitimate part
of his work, sourcing pig feed, he is tasked
with stealing corn seeds and sending them
back to China marked with code numbers.  
Hvistendahl builds the tension nicely. Mo
first becomes a person of interest for the
FBI and as they begin to close in she works
scientific and judicial details into a narrative that has just enough action to hook
the reader.
The FBI continues a cat and mouse

game with the Chinese driving through Iowa
filching seeds and the rural Midwest comes
to life through Hvistendahl’s descriptions:
They passed diners the served sandwiches smothered in Thousand Island dressing,
drinking establishments with neon signs in
their windows that simply said BAR and
corn paraphernalia of all kinds.
Agent Mark Betten is in charge of the
investigation codenamed Purple Maze that
uses local police, border patrol and customs
officers. The other DBN employees leave
for China, but Roger, whose life in America,
is trapped. He is not street smart enough to
save himself; his ruthless boss Dr Li sees
him as expendable. The author visits Robert
in federal prison and adds to her nuanced
portrait of him by including a translation of
one of the poems he wrote there.
Hvistendahl’s story is not so much about
China stealing but also about America’s
problematic reaction. The post Cold War
Clinton administration passed an industrial
espionage act, but after 9/11, the war on terror took the FBI’s attention away for another
decade. When the FBI got around to dealing
with Chinese espionage, the approach was
troublesome.
One trope in particular cropped up again
and again.   This was the idea that China
commanded an army of amateur intelligence
collectors of which Robert was just one part
— or, as Newsweek columnist Jeff Stein put
it, that Robert was among the “locusts in a
swarm feasting on American technological
secrets.”
Hvistendahl takes exception to this
blanket labeling — the majority are not “locusts” — and so she investigates the history
of the FBIs approach to Chinese espionage.  
Hvistendahl includes a number of dubious
cases brought against Chinese scientists.  
America relies on Chinese talent in its labs
and so the possible risk here is that the FBI
is playing into the Chinese government’s
hands and forcing these scientists back to
China as they feel persecuted in the US.  
The FBI has, in her view, been overzeal-

ous in suspecting Chinese scientists and
students in the USA, the agency’s rationale
being that the Chinese government targets
all ethnic Chinese to collect information.  
In the 1990s, FBI analyst Paul Moore came
up with the housand-grains-of-sand theory
to describe Chinese intelligence gathering.  
Moore claims that while Russia and the U.S.
use James Bond style tactics, the Chinese
utilize a large number of amateurs loyal
to the motherland sending through tidbits
of information that are somehow pieced
together.  However, the truth is the Chinese
incentivize a small number to become agents
through money and sex like any other country’s intelligence operation.
Nor is American interest clear.   Not
only has the Monsanto name been retired
as it carries negative connotations brought
about by its cancer-causing pesticides, but
the company itself was recently bought by
Bayer, a German firm.  So Monsanto is not
even American anymore.  Nor is it clear that
corporate profits brought about by higher
seed prices is in the public interest.
“The Scientist and the Spy” is broken
down into thirty-nine short chapters, which
leads to readability but some fragmenting of
the many strands of the Mo case.
However, this is a fascinating, wellwritten and well-researched book.   In the
end it teaches us more about America — its
institutions and what big business can get
away with — than it does about China, this
perhaps being a welcome surprise. ♦
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Frank Beyer has a degree in history
from the University of Auckland, New
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Chinese Language Corner (漢語角落)
Where someone or something is
By Pat Welsh, contributor
Since language is fluid and regional variations do creep in to daily use and can be heard in Mandarin dialects is the use of a more or less nasal ‘r’ sound heard at the end of many words.
many Chinese movies, I will try to include these as well, especially those Beijing variations.  
Western, southwestern and southeastern Mandarin dialects have their own dialect words
In this lesson we will ask and tell where someone or something is.
which need not be listed here as they are strictly local variations rarely heard outside their
townships.
Notice the sentence: “我的圆珠笔在你那儿不在？”  (Wŏde yuánzhūbĭ zài nĭ nàr bú
Chinese characters
English
Mandarin Pinyin
zài?) – (Is my ballpoint over there by you?)  Recall that one common way of asking a yes
/ no type of question is to use the format: verb + …不 bú (bù) verb structure.  (Is it so or
哪里， 哪儿
Where?
năli, năr
is it not so?)
那里， 那儿， 那边儿
There
nàli, nàr, nèibiār
To be at
Is not at
Here

zài
bú zài
zhèli, zhèr

在
不在
这里， 这儿

The forms ‘zhèr,’‘nàr’ and ‘năr’ are informal versions of the more formal ‘zhèli,’ ‘nàli’
and ‘năli.’  They are especially used in northeast China.  ‘Nèibiār’ is a semiformal word
for ‘there.’
The basic sentence structure for asking and telling where something is noun + zài +
place word.  
English

Chinese characters

Mandarin Pinyin

Pronunciation reminders
This system follows Chinese Pinyin with the exception that the letter “u” which has
two pronunciations. Sometimes it has the value of ü (“ee” as in see with rounded lips).
At those times we use the symbol “ü” instead of Pinyin “u.” In making this sound, it is
most important that the vowel more resembles an “ee” sound and definitely not sounding
like a “oo” sound as in “moon”.
a, an, ang
ao
de, ge
ei
en, eng
ian

Where is…?
Where is my pen?
Where is Mr. Wang?

在哪里？ …在哪儿？
我的笔在哪里？
王先生在哪里？

zài năli?   …zài năr?
Wŏde bĭ zài năli?
Wáng xiānshēng zài năli?

ong
qian
qǜ
shi

Where is Mrs. Wang?
Where is Miss Wang?

王太太在哪里？
王小姐在哪里？

Wáng tàitai zài năli?
Wáng xiăojiĕ zài năli?

si
ü

It is here.
He is here.
She is here.

在这里。
他在这里。
她在`这里。

在这儿。
他在这儿。
她在`这儿。

Zài zhèli.       Zài zhèr.
Tā zài zhèli.    Tā zài zhèr.
Tā zài zhèli.   Tā zài zhèr.

It is there.
He is there.
She is there.

在那里。
他在那里。
她在那里。

在那儿。
他在那儿。
她在那儿。

Zài nàli.          Zài nàr.
Tā zài nàli.     Tā zài nàr.
Tā zài nàli.     Tā zài nàr.

English

Chinese characters

Mandarin Pinyin

Over here by me
Over there by you

在我这儿
在你那儿

Where is my ballpoint
pen?

我的圆珠笔在哪儿？

It’s over there, where
Mr. Wang is.

在 那 边 儿 ， 在 王 先 生 那 Zài nèibiār, zài Wáng
儿。
Xiānshēng nàr.

Hey, Old Wang, is my
ballpoint over there by
you?
Yes, it is over here.

哦， 老王， 我的圆珠笔
在你那儿不在？

È , L ă o W á n g , w ŏ d e
yuánzhūbĭ zài nĭ nàr bú zài?

在这儿, 在我这儿。

Zài zhèr, zài wŏ zhèr.

在我这里
在你那里

zài wŏ zhèr     zài wŏ zhèli
zài nĭ nàr        zài nĭ nàli
Wŏde yuánzhūbĭ zài năr?

Other nouns that you can ask about are:
English

Chinese characters

x
you
z
zi
zh
zhi

The “a” in these syllables sounds like the “a” in “father”.
Sounds like the “ow” in “cow”.
Here the “e” sounds much like the “a” in “above” or the “u” in “under”.
Sounds like the “ay” in “say” or “day”.
Sounds like the “un” in “fun” or the “ung” in “lung”.
Sounds like “ee-ehn” or “yen” (Here “ehn” and “en” almost sounds like
the word “yen”.)
The “o” here sounds much like the “oo” in “ooze” or “spoon”.
Sounds “tchee-ehn” (ehn rhymes with “hen”)
Sounds like “tchee” but said with rounded lips.
Sounds almost like the “shir” in “shirt.”  The tongue is retracted and lightly
curled.
Sounds somewhat like sz, the vowel is short, it is between “i” in “it” and
“u” in “mut”.
Sounds much like the “ee” in “see” but the vowel must be uttered with
rounded lips.
Sounds like a weak “sh;” xing sounds like “sheeng”.
Sounds somewhat like the “yo” in “yodel.”
Sounds like a “tz” without any aspiration.  Pronouncing this as ‘dz’ betrays
American accent which will still be understood by the listener.
Unaspirated tz, the vowel i is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” in “mut.”
This is an unaspirated “ch” with the tongue retracted and lightly curled.  
For example “zhu” almost sounds like “drew.”
Sounds almost like “djir.”  It almost rhymes with “fur.”

Tones
Using numbers: 5 = your normal high 4 = mid-high 3 = your normal mid pitch
2 = mid low pitch  1 = your normal low pitch
Tone

Description

ā
á
ă
à
a

High level pitch (55)
Mid-Rising Tone  (35)
Dipping (213)
High falling pitch (51)
An unstressed neutral tone. Following other syllables, syllables in this
tone tend to be somewhat lower that
of the previous syllable.  The lone
exception is when it occurs after
tone ă. Here the neutral tone is often
slightly higher in pitch.

Notes
Regarding Tone ă  
1. When occurring directly before another dipping tone, tone ă becomes
tone á. Thus, “hĕn hăo” (very good)
changes to “hén hăo.”  
2. When occurring directly before any
other tone, Tone ă will change to a
mid-falling tone (31)
Regarding Tone à
1. When occurring before another à
tone  
2. The first tone à reduces its fall to 53

Next month, we will continue to with the topic of asking and telling where something
is located.  We will add more nouns and place words. ♦
Mandarin Pinyin

Newspaper

报纸

bàozhĭ

Wallet

錢包

qiánbāo

Cell phone

手机

shóujī

Magazine

雜誌

zăzhì

You may have noticed that there are quite a few Chinese words for ‘here,’ ‘there’ and
‘where.’
They express varying degrees of formality.  When speaking to business clients or social
superiors, I used ‘zhèli’ for ‘here.’  With friends or social equals I use ‘zhèr.’  Here we are
presenting the most commonly heard words.  Standard Mandarin is based on the dialect
of Beijing but it is really a semiformal version of that dialect.  One feature of northeastern
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