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Mushroom gills? Fancy mini?
Milliner’s delight?
People, pp. 4 – 5

Community, pp. 6 – 7

It is actually a pleated mini skirt worn by the Dong women. The Dong ethnic minority lives primarily in the border regions between Guizhou, Hunan and
Hubei provinces. Check out the traditional clothing they wear on page 8-9.
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MN export statistics
Figure 1. Positive Export Growth for 40 States

Decline 0% Growth

Third Quarter State Exports Leap 11
Percent to $5.4 Billion
•M i n n e s o t a e x p o r t s ( i n c l u d i n g
agricultural, mining and manufactured
products) were valued at $5.4 billion,
the highest quarterly value since
late 2014. Exports grew almost 11
percent (or $525 million) between
the third quarters of 2016 and 2017.
U.S. exports grew 5 percent during
this period.
• Between the first nine months of 2016
and 2017, Minnesota exports increased 8
percent, while U.S. exports grew 6 percent.
• Minnesota manufactured exports grew
10 percent to about $5 billion in the

third quarter of 2017.
U.S. manufactured
exports grew 4 percent.
Sales to North
America, Asia and
the European Union
Show Largest Gains
• Exports to North
A m e r i c a w e r e u p 11
percent to $1.8 billion.
Increased demand for
ores/slag/ash (up $86
MN: +11%
million to Canada),
U.S.: +5%
cereals (up $40 million
to Mexico, primarily
corn) and machinery
(Canada, Mexico) fueled overall
growth in Canada ($1.2 billion, up 14

percent) and Mexico ($659 million, up
7 percent).
• Export growth in Asia (up 8 percent
to $1.8 billion) was driven by Japan
(up 37 percent; mainly due to iron ore
and optics/medical sales). With gains
exceeding $10 million each, China
($615 million, up 2 percent), India
($54 million, up 27 percent) and the
Philippines ($125 million, up 10 percent)
also performed well.
• Exports to Europe grew 10 percent,
led by Germany ($246 million, up 32
percent), the U.K. ($139 million, up 16
percent), Poland ($45 million, up 52
percent) and the Czech Republic ($18
million, up 112 percent).
continued on page 11

Figure 2. Exports and Trends Among Minnesota’s Top 10 Markets, Third Quarter 2017
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Publisher’s Pronouncements
Greetings:

ChinaInsight

technology center. He was one of very few
government officials that has been honored
by having their body lay in repose within
the San Francisco City Hall Rotunda. Such
a loss is more profound during the era of
Trump, which fails to recognize the contributions of immigrants to this country that
was personalized by Lee’s life.
If you were not able to attend a recent
Civic Leadership Forum held in the Twin
Cities, you should definitely read the recap
by Joy Guo on pages 6–7 that focused on
how to inspire Chinese Americans to engage
in civic participation and public service.
Another article that you might find
interesting appears on page 4 about Harold
Victor Jennings written by Mikayla Krech.
This is a heart-warming tale that follows
the life adventures of a young Englishman
who traveled to China and ended up in the
United States.
We continue to encourage you to help
obtain a Congressional Gold Medal for

All of us at China Insight hope you
enjoyed a great holiday season. We wish everyone a healthy and a prosperous 2018. As
we resume our regular production schedule,
we begin our 17th year of publishing and
continue our mission of promoting cultural
and business understanding between China
and the U.S., and with providing a bridge
between the Chinese and American communities of the Twin Cities.
Although it is still a month away, some
local Chinese community organizations
have already announced events to celebrate
Chinese New Year (Feb. 16), which will be
the Year of the Dog. See pages 15 and 16.
We also wish to extend our condolences to the family of Ed Lee, mayor of San
Francisco, who passed away unexpectedly
at the age of 65. Lee was the first Chinese
mayor of San Francisco and some may feel
his record may be somewhat controversial,
however he helped San Francisco navigate
through an economic recession to become a

World War II Chinese American Veterans.
As of late December, only 26 of the 67
cosponsors needed in the Senate and 60 of
the 290 cosponsors in the House have been
secured. Your help is needed. Information on how to contact your congressional
members in your state is available at www.
chinainsight.info.
Thank you for continuing to support
China Insight and please don’t hesitate to
contact me if you have any comments to
aid us in continuing to serve the community.
We invite you to submit ideas or items along
with articles for our consideration.
Sincerely,

Maren Longbella
articles@chinainsight.info
Patrick Welsh
articles@chinainsight.info

Teresa Khamlusa
tkhamlusa@chinainsight.info

Honorary:

Jennifer Nordin, Editor Emeritus
jnordin@chinainsight.info
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China Briefs

Freezing cold
Beijing ordered 28 northern cities
to cut back on coal consumption
in effort to reduce air pollution.
However, residents in rural areas
were left shivering in the freezing
temperatures as gas shortages
occurred. Hebei Province expects
gas shortages of 10-20 percent. The
government had to relax the coal ban
mid-December. ♦

Austerity emojis
A golf
club with
the character
“restricted”
superimposed over
it. The characters on top
says, “Ban
high-cost entertainment and workouts that run
against rules.”
This is just one of 16 animated emoji-themed austerity rules
launched on the Central Commission
for Discipline website (top discipline
watchdog of the Communist Party
of China) to reduce bureaucracy,
extravagance and undesirable work
practices of Party members.
Why emojis? It’s the CPCs
“innovative way to convey a serious subject using a popular internet
tool.” Apparently, many mainstream news portals have reposted
the series, which have been read
by millions.
Duck museum
Here’s a winning recipe: visit the
museum, watch a demonstration of the
key steps in preparing the century-old
recipe, and sample the duck!
The Sanzhenzhai duck museum
in the tourism hot spot of Wuzhen in
northern Zhejiang Province, draws
approximately 7,000 visitors daily,
purchasing approximately 6,0007,000 ducks daily at US$15.15 each.
The company is strengthening
its Sanzhenzhai brand and sales of
its duck products. Sanzhenzhai was
established in Wuzhen 1848 and has
approximately 100 outlets across
China. The mostly middle-aged
and senior visitors buy an average
of three ducks per visit. The museum has been a hit since opening
in October 2017.
Blind (book) dates
A bookstore in Nanjing asks its
web visitors to leave a “say whatever you want” message and its staff
will select and send two books with
a postcard to the customer, all for
US$13. Staff members have to decode messages, which can be a line
from a poem, lyrics from a song,
feelings about a pop idol or selfies!
Its customers appear to like
the surprise factor. When Taobao
(China’s Amazon) recommended
the service in October, the number
of daily orders exploded to 4,000.
The bookstore now limits it to 100
per day. Orders peaked at 4,000 on
Oct. 10, 2017.
The idea was inspired by the
book “84 Charing Cross Road” by
Helene Hanff.
Christmas banned
The Communist Youth League
of Shanyang Pharmaceutical University in northeast China’s Liaoning Province said celebration of
Western religious festivals, such
as Christmas, will not be allowed
on campus. The ban is a move
to “help the younger generation
‘build cultural confidence’ in
order to resist Western religious
culture.” The 2015 fatal stampede
on New Year ’s Eve in Shanghai
helped justify blanket ban on
Christmas-related activities and
Western holidays on some university campuses and public high,
middle and primary schools. ♦
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Booming values
Nano flat prices in the New
Territories far from Hong Kong’s
city center hit new highs recently.
The 63 units went on the market at
an average of US$ 2,018 per square
foot. The cheapest unit at 192 sq. ft.
has an asking price of US$ 383,000.
Home prices in HK had risen
20 straight months since March
2016. Housing consultants blame
the booming stock market, low
unemployment and high economic
growth for the rising prices.♦
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Smelling fishy
Wanglaoji (王 老 吉 ) is an herbal
tea that has been around Guangzhou
since 1828. Recently, the state-owned
company that owns a form of this mint
and honeysuckle-based “elixir” claimed
the tea would extend its consumers’ lives
by 10 percent. The study, however, was
based on tests performed on 576 rats, not
humans. Hmmm …
A netizen commented, “If you don’t
drink it, you’ll prolong your life by 50
percent,” noting the unhealthy sugar
content in each can!♦

Growing
industry
China is the biggest market for
industrial robots in the world. The
$4.2 billion industry produced more
than 100,000 industrial robots in the
first 10 months of 2017 - an increase
of 70 percent year-on-year. The robot
industry is a key development area in the
country’s “Made in China 2025” plan.♦

Creating
art
A folk artist in Shanxi Province spent
three months creating clay figures in 18
vignettes depicting the traditional steps
of making Jishan fried dough twists, a
popular snack.
He created 32 figures with the tallest
one at 30 cm. and 20 types of tools and,
of course, dough twists. The smallest
twist was 3 cm. ♦
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The haves and the have-nots
The Chinese economy has been undergoing rapid growth since the mid-1980s. Forbes
reported in October 2015 that China had more
billionaires than the United States. The February
2016 Hurun Report listed 568 billionaires in
China versus 535 in the U.S
However, this does not mean everyone in
China is wallowing in wealth. Quite the contrary,
the gap between the haves and the have-nots are
widening. In fact, President Xi Jinping recognized the problem at Davos in January stating
income inequality is not just a Chinese problem
but a world problem.
The Gini coefficient is an index from 0 to
1(where’0’ means perfectly equal, ‘1’ represents
perfectly unequal and ‘4’ is a warning level) that
is most commonly used to measure inequality
of income distribution of a nation’s residents.
0.53-0.55 is China’s Gini coefficient.
Putting it on par with inequality levels in
Colombia or Venezuela. The coefficient stood
at 0.3 in 1980 and 0.49 in 2012.
14,410 USD is the median monthly
income of the richest 10 percent of Hong Kong
households, 44imes more than the poorest
households, putting the city behind only New
York as the world’s second-most unequal city
in terms of household income distribution,
according to a June 2017 report.
0.539 is the Gini coefficient for Hong Kong
households in 2016, an increase of 0.002 from
2011, indicating the widest wealth gap in 46
years, according to its Census and Statistics
Department. It was at 0.475 in 2006.
60 percent per capita income is earned by
workers in poorer rural areas than the wealthier
coastal regions in mainland China.
15 percent of income was made by bottom 50
percent of mainland Chinese while 20 percent
of total income is made by 1 percent of top
earners in the U.S.
2 million mainland Chinese live on less than
$2 a day.
7 east-coastal provinces (Shanghai, Tianjin,
Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Guangdong, Shandong and
Fujian) and Inner Mongolia are where highincome earners are congregated, according to
a 2016 study by the National Natural Science
Foundation of China.
3 industry sectors produce the most number
of high-worth individuals in mainland China:
real estate, manufacturing and technology.
Bain and Company reported the number of
high-worth individuals doubled in China
between 2010 and 2014.
30 custom red Rolls-Royce Phantoms were
delivered earlier this year to a Hong Kong
tycoon for ferrying guests of his Macau resort
around. His fleet supercedes The Peninsula’s
fleet of 14. Each vehicle has a base price of
USD 417,000. Placed in 2014, the order was
the biggest for Rolls-Royce ever.
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The unrecognized World War II witness: Harold
Victor Jennings and his life of adventure
By Mikayla Krech, contributor
Life-changing events, as the phrase
suggests, change lives. Witnessing a nation
actively join a world war, admittedly not in his
front yard, but most definitely in his shipyard,
could, arguably, be considered life-changing.
Harold Victor Jennings may have enjoyed and
appreciated his life of freedom and excitement
in China, but in 1937 the Japanese decided
their stance in World War II was in need of
reconsideration. How Jenning’s key role in
preventing the deaths of nearly 15,000 villagers went unnoticed by history is quite frankly
a mystery to me, but his life and story can still
be told. Now, this may be an earnest story
born from actual somber events, but I think it
would be downright sad if this story were told
without the edge of thrill that it deserves. On
that note, the tale begins, and it all starts with
a young man from England.
At the time, someone must have been going around telling people to “build their own
adventure” and spouting other inspirational
nonsense, because Harold Jennings lived on
the principle that adventure awaits and only
wants for an invitation. Born on February 14,
1897 into the world shipping hub in Durham
County, England–South Shields on the side
of the River Tyne. Not much is known about
his childhood, but it can be assumed that Jennings’ love of adventure ran deep because he
had an intense appreciation for ships and all
they represented. Graduating from the Institute
of Naval Architects, Jennings took on a job
in a famous local company, Swan & Hunter
shipbuilders to learn and gain experience in
his trade.
However, as an orphan with no known immediate family during the depression in 1922,
Jennings decided he was done merely building
adventures for others and keeping one of the
few jobs available from those who may have
needed it more. He left England behind for the
sights and sounds of China. At the tender age
of 25, the almost lanky Jennings transformed
into a voyager and set to the seas on a one-way
trip to Asia. Once arrived, he joined the Taku
Tug & Lighter Company (大沽引水公司).
Little did he know that this job would lead to
more adventure than any other mariner could
encounter on the open seas.
The tug and lighter company was a salvage
business located in Tientsin (now Tianjin)
along the Haihe River. Tientsin, at the time,
was not only a major port city connecting
Beijing to the ocean but also served as an
international trade post, leading to a melting
pot of diversity residing in the rapidly developing city. With multitudes of nationalities
intermingling amid the city, it comes as no
shock that Jennings managed to feel right at
home. Surrounded by nine other international
concessions, the British concession was a
blend of Chinese and English culture, food,
and technology.

Although he still had full access to
British hobbies and social groups with
local British residents, Jennings took as
many chances as he could to travel the full
extent of China and other nearby Asian
countries. As he moved through China
and the Tibetan area, South East Asian
countries, Japan, and Mongolia, Jennings
collected enough cultural artifacts to make
his house an informal museum of Chinese
art. Finding the Chinese culture and language fascinating, Jennings adapted to and
adopted as much of the Chinese lifestyle
as he could. Mixing his life in the British
concession with his worldly travels and
vast knowledge of China and Chinese
culture gave him a highly respected status
among the locals. And so, the scene of
Jennings home is set, and it is easy to see
why he would probably sooner eat his hat
than believe he would witness war history
only feet in front of him.
Continuing the narration brings us to
his company; yes, you read that correctly
- his. Between excursions, Jennings
worked his way up in the Taku Tug &
Lighter Company, eventually becoming
the proprietor and CEO managing around
3,000 employees from the area. The
salvage business and repairing ships
damaged along the riverway was already
challenging due to the Haihe River’s
freezing, flooding, mud banks, and other
rough conditions, but it was compounded
by the differences Jennings and the local
Chinese had in their instruction of how
to repair ships. Jennings learned that even
though their methods were different, the
work got done either way and soon enough
the company even began to build ships
of their own as well. After some bouts of
frustration and feats of patience, he and
his workers got along exceptionally well.
The relationships Jennings made in
China were indeed friendly and respectful, but no one else he met could hold a
flame against his love for Mary Bayley.
They truly had a love story for the ages,
started by sending letters back and forth;
gentlemen, take note because here is how
you woo a lady. Bayley was an American woman from Ohio. Bayley’s father,
William, owned a company that eventually expanded to international business,
including China. Meeting some of the
company’s staff in his shipyard, Jennings
returned to the United States where he
then met William Bayley’s daughter Mary.
They were smitten with each other, but
Bayley remained in the U.S. because of
her job as a nurse while Jennings went
back to China. The two lovebirds continued to exchange letters for quite some
time before Jennings requested for Bayley
to move to China to
be with him and get
married. She accepted. Once married, it
wasn’t long before
they had a son, William. William Jennings was born in
Tientsin on March
31, 1939. Although
he was named after Bayley’s father,
he later went by
Bill. Chinese locals
helped maintain
their property and

assisted in caring for their son, leading to majority of them, along with his shipyard,
Bill’s first word, “Nai” (奶), the Chinese home, and money, were seized by the
Japanese during their occupation of the
word for milk.
Living the life, Jennings was satisfied area and later reclaimed by the Chinese
with all those he held dear, and with what government.
Ending Jennings’ incredible tale, he
he had seen and collected. However, there
was more to come. This pleasant time is became an American citizen, and he and
when the Japanese made their presence his family ended up building a house in
incontestable. In 1937, a troop of Jap- Sonoma, California. Jennings started up
anese soldiers invited themselves into a small egg business and was active in
Jennings’ home, only to be charmed out of the real estate market until retirement.
completing their original goal of arresting Jennings traveled as much as he could with
Jennings and sent on their way after hav- his wife, the two of them often going on
ing beer and cigarettes. Now, Japan was cruises, but they never flew anywhere;
not yet at war with Britain, and there were Jennings love of the sea was too great
no attacks on Taku Tug & Lighter Co., but to escape. His happy life came to an
the Japanese did want control of the Haihe end in 1990 when he was 93 years old.
River. Jennings just so coincidentally had Jennings’ remaining family and interviews
his company situated right at the mouth preceding his death all say that he loved
of said river. Attacks did not frequently to laugh because he had a good life. Bill
happen in the area just yet, and the ship- Jennings married Carol and they moved
yard was never outright targeted. Japanese to Minnesota in 1968.
soldiers did, however, dock
there long enough to take
down the British Union Jack
that was flying. Jennings
defiantly put it back up. The
situation gradually escalated
to the point where the trade
and travel of the river were
interrupted. The tension
between Japan and China
meant that anytime Harold’s
tugboats went out to meet
cargo ships, they would be
left to right: Harold, Bill, Carol, and Mary
shot at from both sides. The
Chinese soldiers eventually
got fed up...with the long-lasting conflict
and sunk a gunboat right in front of the
river’s entrance.
The Japanese brought in their own salvage workers to try and remove the vessel
but to no avail. It was months before it was
determined to be impossible due to the
muddy bottom of the river mouth. Seeing
that the Japanese salvagers were going to
resort to blasting the gunboat to pieces
with dynamite, the Taku Tug & Lighter
Co. decided to give it a go to keep nearby
buildings from being damaged. Despite
being continuously sabotaged by the humiliated salvagers who failed to move the
sunken ship, Jennings and his crew were
not daunted by the task. Jennings had no
reserves when it came to methods of completing the job despite the Japanese soldiers’ presence. He threatened them when Harold Jennings
needed and at one point ended up yanking
My hope is that more can be found out
a propeller off a motorboat because they
were in the way of a wire pulling the about Jennings’ past and his relationships
gunboat. After tremendous efforts, the in and with China. I also believe that more
wreckage of the ship was removed from people should read and know his story so
that this unique and sensational piece of
the area and beached downriver.
Jennings may not have faced any history is never lost. I almost believe that
repercussions for treating the opposing Jennings could have left his childhood and
soldiers in his devil-may-care manner, life in China as a mystery to give others
but as the Japanese made more headway a chance to find their own adventure in
in their siege, the little town of Taku was uncovering his past because he did love
not excluded from the violence. Jennings adventure after all.♦
opened his shipyard to the entire village’s
residents. Despite being afraid that the
Mikayla Krech is a senior at Asian
refugees would take advantage of his
Languages and Literatures, University
hospitality and steal things, both Jennings
of Minnesota. The author thanks Mrs.
and those staying there were nothing but
Carol Jennings for her inspiring lecture on
courteous to each other. Jennings left soon
Harold Victor Jennings and Bill Jennings
after with his wife and son, ironically on a
on September 21, 2017 at the University
Japanese cruise liner, heading for America
of Minnesota, and all the valuable backto escape the pressures of the war. They
ground information Carol provided for
took with them as many of the artifacts
this article.
Jennings collected as they could, but a
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Postwar China, 1945 -1950

people

By Pat Welsh, contributor

General Albert Wedemeyer

In the months prior to the end of the war
in China, there had been a divided opinion in
Washington as to what a postwar China would
look like. John S. Service who had been
sent in 1944to meet with the Communists in
Yan’an (延安市) (formerly known as Yenan)
in Shaanxi Province and General Albert
Wedemeyer, who had been rudely shocked
by the state of overall military command
in China, favored a coalition between the
communists and the nationalists. The new
ambassador to China, Patrick Hurley, who

Ambassador Patrick Hurley

strongly favored Chiang Kai-shek (蔣介石)
and his nationalists, also favored a coalition
government wherein the Communists would
find their interests subordinated to those of
Chiang’s Nationalists. Unfortunately, Hurley
had failed to realize that true military power
in China had shifted over to the Communists.
The problem was that Chiang demanded
Mao’s Red Army be placed directly under
Nationalist command, a position that Mao
Zedong (毛澤東) and the communists flatly

Mao Zedong (left), and Lin Biao

refused. All in all, it seemed pretty clear to
the Communists that Washington was backing
Chiang. At the heart of the problem for
Washington was that neither of the Chinese
sides was sincere about a coalition government
and military.
Aggravating the situation was Chiang’s
correct suspicion that, without his input,
the fate of China was negotiated between
Stalin and Roosevelt at the Yalta Summit but
not made public. Among Stalin’s demands
prior to Russia’s willingness to enter the war
against Japan were military and transport
concessions in Manchuria. In July 1945,
Chiang sent T.V.Soong (宋子文) along with
his Russian-speaking son, Chiang Chingkuo (蔣經國) to Moscow. There, Stalin
agreed to recognize Chiang as the ruler of
China, including Manchuria, in exchange

for China’s recognition of Outer Mongolia’s
independence and the granting of a privileged
status in Manchuria. Soviet influence would
remain in both regions.
When the war ended, with the exception
of Hong Kong and Macao, China saw the
end of foreign extraterritoriality. China was
to be one of the “Big Four” powers that
would play a role in the formation of the new
United Nations Organization. Yet for all this,
China had paid a terrible price. Internally,
the Chiang government was very close to
disintegration. The internal situation of the
nation was one of extreme poverty, official
corruption and a brutal security effort that
worked to suppress ideas contrary to those of
Chiang. The relationship between China and
the United States had already been poisoned
by the Stillwell fiasco and the disillusionment
of the United States towards wreck of Chiang’s
Chongqing government.
In early January 1946, President Harry
Truman stated that American military forces
would not intervene in any Chinese civil war
between Mao’s Communists and Chiang’s
Nationalists. Hurley reacted by resigning
and accusing left-leaning colleagues in the
State Department of undermining his efforts
to effect a coalition government. Truman
responded by sending George C. Marshall
to try to negotiate an agreement between the
two sides.
On Jan. 10, 1946, both sides agreed to an
armistice, but Marshall could not get the two
sides to take the next steps towards a peaceful
coalition. Fighting broke out soon thereafter
and escalated. By the summer of 1946,
the Communists were firmly entrenched in
Manchuria. As the year progressed, both sides
made demands the other simply could not
accept. On Jan. 7, 1947, a frustrated Marshall
announced his intention to cease intervening
between the two sides.
Chiang’s policies after the war guaranteed
his future failure to reunite the Chinese nation
under his control. The postwar economy was
collapsing. He continued to rely too heavily
on China’s urban industrialists to finance his
needs while largely ignoring the growing
needs of China’s peasantry. In addition,
a ruinous inflation arose despite Chiang’s
attempts at price controls. Having relied on
China’s industrialists and bankers before,
Chiang tried to issue new government bonds,
which produced few takers because bonds
that had been issued in the past had not been
honored by the government. Then, too, Chiang
refused to reduce military spending because
he believed he could produce reunification
only through a military solution against the
Communists. Most of China’s population,
especially among the peasantry, was turned off
by the Nationalist Government’s arbitrary and
corrupt actions such as expropriating property
and acting with arrogance in the Chinese
territories that Chiang reoccupied.
As an aside, for anyone who has
any interest in the question of how the
communists managed to gain the support
of China’s peasantry, do read the novel
“Hurricane”(暴风聚雨) by Zhou Libo (周
立波). Zhou had actually participated in the
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Communist-led land reform movement in
Manchuria in 1946. His novel is fiction, but
is based on his own experiences. It deftly
describes how land reform was undertaken
and how the communists dealt with the
problems that they encountered. It earned
the Stalin Peace Prize award in 1951. The
methods described in this novel were used
against the U.S. in the Vietnam War.
By 1947, Chiang’s military and domestic
judgment had failed him. Attempting to
reconquer the northeast (Manchuria) later that
year, Chiang’s forces were overstretched and
outnumbered. The Communist general, Lin
Biao (林彪), drove the Nationalists further
and further to the south. By November 1948,
the whole Northeast was overrun by the
Communists who were now poised to for the
conquest of both northern and central China.
As 1949 progressed, Chiang began to
realize that the game for him on the Chinese
mainland was over. During the first six months
of 1949, Chiang began transferring his naval
and air force headquarters to Taiwan. In May,
Chiang himself went to Taiwan, never to
return to the mainland. One by one, the major
cities fell to the communists. Although the
civil war on the mainland would last several
months longer, a confident Mao proclaimed
the establishment of the People’s Republic of
China (中华人民共和国) on Oct. 1, 1949.
In America, the right-wing politicians
used this turn of events in China to accuse the
liberals of being soft on Communism. As if
China was ever ours to lose in the first place,
the American right wing began to poison the
political atmosphere by initiating a debate over
whom to blame for “losing China.”
Relations between China and the United
States continued to sour both between Chiang
and the United States and between the United
States and Communist China. Chiang’s
relationship with America did improve thanks
to the treaty between Chiang’s Nationalist
Government on Taiwan and the United States
that put Taiwan and the Pescadores Islands
under the American protective military
umbrella.
The breakout of the Korean War in
June 1950 hardened the American attitude
towards Communist China until the early
1970s. When American forces fighting
the North Koreans began to arrive at the
northeastern banks of the Yalu River in the
fall of 1950, the Chinese Communists feared
that a victory over North Korea would result
in a permanently hostile neighbor on their
northeastern borders. Remembering China’s
prior experience before the Japanese invaded
Manchuria from Korea in 1931, the Chinese
military allied themselves with the North
Koreans and entered the war and pushed the
United Nation’s forces to positions just south
of Seoul. The remaining years of the Korean
conflict saw a relative stalemate with United
Nations’ forces moving northward to areas
around the original demarcation line between
the two Koreas.
In my next offering, I will discuss the
manner in which the Communists addressed
China’s problems and establish their dominion
over the mainland.♦

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a
speech where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American
relations” as a result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng
Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used this
knowledge both professionally and personally to enhance his understanding of Chinese
and Asian affairs. Now fully retired, he currently resides in Georgia where he used to
lecture on China to a number of classes at Dunwoody High School.

Following
her passion
Wenhui Qu, Master of
Biological Sciences
By Mia Boos, contributor
Not many people can move to a new
country, earn a graduate degree, publish a
scientific paper, and get accepted to a Ph.D.
program—all in their second language and
under two years’ time.
Wenhui Qu knew she wanted to conduct
research from an early age. After obtaining
an undergraduate degree in biology,
she searched for a graduate program
in neuroscience. She found the highly
customizable Master of Biological Sciences
(MBS) degree and moved from China to
attend the University of Minnesota in 2015.
She chose the U of M for its “high ranking,
location, and tuition.”
“The MBS was a really good fit,” she
explains. “It allowed me to build my own
degree and prepared me for a Ph.D. program.”
Love of Inquiry
As an MBS student, Qu found a home in
Dr. Marija Cvetanovic’s lab, where she studied microglial cells in the brain. Microglial
cells act as the main form of active immune
defense in the central nervous system by
clearing out cellular debris and dead neurons
via phagocytosis (cell eating). Specifically,
Qu investigated how these cells contribute
to a neurodegenerative disorder called spinocerebellar ataxia type 1, or SCA1.
This past spring, Qu and her colleagues
published a paper on their findings in the
Journal of Neuroinflammation, which
concluded that “a decrease in the number of
microglia during an early stage of disease
resulted in the amelioration of motor deficits
in SCA1 mice.”
Now, as a Ph.D. student in the Graduate
Program in Neuroscience at the U, Qu is
interested in studying pathogenesis of neurodegenerative diseases. “There are many
common features in these neurodegenerative diseases, and similar principles can be
applied to how these diseases progress.”
Commitment to research
Qu bought her first microscope back
in high school. She found that performing
her own experiments made her “happy and
relaxed, like a kind of therapy.” Research,
she knew even then, was her aspiration.
Her parents, who wanted her to carve her
own career path, are supportive of her choices. “My parents give me advice but respect
my decisions,” she says. “All the professors
and students have been supportive, too. My
adviser was really patient with me and gave
me the tools I needed to succeed.”
At first, of course, the language barrier
was difficult to navigate, and Qu put in extra
hours to make sure she understood the material. She recorded every lecture, then went
home and reviewed them until she mastered
the subject matter. “That’s the point of doing
what you really like,” she says. “You want
to devote as much time to it as you can.”
Favorite course
Introduction to Molecular Neuroscience
with Dr. Lorene Lanier.
“She is a very patient professor. She
breaks down complex information so
students can follow it more easily.”
Advice for future students
“I knew my goal was to get a Ph.D. and
get into research. My advice is to find the
necessary tools and resources you need to
achieve your goal, and people will help you.” ♦
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Civic Leadership Forum: Inspire Chinese Americans
to engage in civic participation and public service
By Joy Guo, Contributor
On October 7, 2017, the Twin City Civic
Chinese American Forum had held its sixteenth public event, a talk and discussion
about civic leadership, cohosted by United
Chinese Americans (UCA), Beijing University Twin City Alumni and sponsored by the
CLF Foundation.
The forum was set to discuss how to
inspire Chinese and Asian Americans to
participate in civic endeavors and public
service. Forum attendees strongly agreed that
Chinese Americans should be more inclusive,
bipartisan, compassionate and respectful with
each other in public and civic life. Community
leaders should inspire Chinese Americans
with different socio-economic backgrounds
to engage in all kinds of civic activities. These
approaches are ultimately the only ways leading our community forward.
More than a hundred Chinese Americans
and other Asian Americans (Vietnamese and
Hmong) attended the event and discussion.

The forum was organized by the Peking
University Alumni Association (PKUAAMN), co-hosted by the Chinese American
Association of Minnesota (CAAM), Minnesota Chinse Physicians Association, Asian
American Center for Excellence, Minnesota
Chinese Coalition, the Tsinghua University
Alumni Association, and Chinese for Social
Justice. This is the second of the four UCA
civic leadership forums, sponsored by the
CLF Foundation for the fall season of 2017.
The first UCA CLF was successfully held
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on September 30,
2017, just one week before.
Nine speakers from the grassroots, city,
county, state and federal level government
were invited to give a talk. They included a
federal judge of Minnesota, state senators,
legal scholars, a former Chinese city council
member, a former candidate for state representative, and leaders of local community
organizations. During the discussion, they
explained how the judicial and legislative
branches of government of Minnesota work;
they shared their experience of public service, and discussed the topics that Chinese
and Asian American communities are most
interested in and concerned about.

The forum attracted more than 100 people from the
Chinese and other Asian American communities.
Shuxia Hu, principal of Minghua Chinese, and
school custodians prepared the venue and helped
with other logistics. The organizers also prepared
moon cakes and refreshments to welcome the
forum attendees

Supported by CAAM and its President Mr.
Yan Bingwen, this forum is part of a series of
mid-autumn festival celebration in the Twin
Cities. President of the PKUAA-MN Jennifer
Huang gave the opening remarks, while former president of the PKUAA-MN Joy Guo
and Gloria Liao, co-hosted the forum.
Keynote speaker,
honorable Tony
Leung spoke on the
social impact of the
interaction of the
legislative, executive
and judicial branches
of the United States
government. He
emigrated from
Hong Kong at a
tender age of 6. In Honorable Tony Leung’s
1994, he became keynote speech on the
the first state judge separation of powers
of Asian descent in
the history of Minnesota. In 2011,
he became the first Asian American
federal judge in the state of Minnesota.
Judge Leung outlined how the
legislative, executive and judicial
branches of the United States works,
the interaction among them and the
significant social impact of such interaction of the three branches.
For example, when talking about
the “negative interaction” between the
judicial and executive branches, Judge
Leong cited the well-known Supreme
Court case of 1832, where Justice Marshall
decided to stop the implementation of the Indian Migration Act, which forced the American
Indians to move west, and then President Andrew Jackson said “John Marshall has made
his decision; now let him enforce it!”
“This is a negative example,”Judge Leung
said with emotion, “Fortunately, with cases like
this (referring to the court decision), the U.S. has
laid the foundation of the independent judiciary!
Each one of us should safeguard the sanctity of
judiciary, follow the procedural justice.”

Judge Tony Leung and I Huang Bing, Vice Chairman
of Iowa Chinese Association, in discussion during
the meeting break

Judge Leung further stated that racial issues have always been the major problems in
American justice. He described several major
cases of racial issues over the past hundred
years, from the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act,
to the 1942 executive order enforcing the encampment of Japanese-Americans, from the
1999 Wen-ho Lee case to the recent Xiaofen
Chen and Xiaoxing Xi’s cases. These cases
have had profound social and historic impact
on American society, and deeply affected
everyone involved in them. As Chinese Americans, Judge Leong believes, we should pay
more attention to this kind of issue.
“I am very happy to see many young faces
in this forum. You will probably become public speakers and election candidates of public

office in the future.” He told those young people, “civic engagement is to understand and
become familiar with the process and public
office, participate in the election campaign,
follow the rules, make you voices heard, and
eventually to change our lives.
At the forum, state senators vividly
demonstrated the legislative process. The
attendees greatly enjoyed the demonstration
by the two senators.

Minnesota Senators Roger Chamberlain and
Carolyn D. Laine demonstrating the American
legislative process

The “actors” were Minnesota state
senators Roger Chamberlain and Carolyn
D. Laine. Although they came from different
parties and they candidly voiced their different
views in many issues, they however stood
together, complimented each other, respected
each other and “acted” perfectly as a team.

Senator Roger Chamberlain

Their presentation (picture above), let
the audience experience and gain first-hand
knowledge about the interaction among the
public, the House and Senate members, various committees, lobbyists, and the president
during the American legislative process. They
showcased the eight steps of the legislation:
1. Members of the legislature put forward a
legislative proposal;
2. The Senate or the House put the bill into
an agenda;
3. The Senate or the House consider a motion;
4. The proposal is submitted to the other
House for consideration if passed in the
originating chamber;
5. After the examination in the other House,
if there are amendments to the bill, then
the revised bill is submitted to the original
House for review and vote;
6. After review by the original House, the bill
is again submitted to the other House for
consideration;
7. After the adoption of the bill by both chambers, it is submitted to the President to be
signed into law;
8. If the President refuses to sign it, the bill can
go into force by two-thirds affirmative votes
in each of the houses, then the signature of
the president is not needed.
Steps 5 and 6 can be infinitely repeated
until the two chambers reach an agreement,
and pass the bill. This process sometimes takes
a year or years, with endless amendments,
multiple hearings, debates, and deliberations.
There can be many competing interest groups,
and there can be partisan squabbles. It probably is an inefficient way to make law, yet

people strictly adhere to the legal procedures
to fully ensure that power operates under the
sun with checks and balances. The majority
rules, but the minority is also protected. This
is the cornerstone of American democracy.
The elected representatives share the story
of political participation. Current board member of the Asia-Pacific Council of Minnesota
Zoe Zhi (pictured below), is a former Council
woman in Lakeland Shores City. She shared
her unique experience in the small city.

Zoe Zhi

When Zoe first came to this small city
four years ago, she was the only Asian immigrant. At the time, the city was preparing for
council election, she thought maybe she could
do something different that she never tried
before. She decided to sign up to become a
candidate for city council members and to her
surprise Zoe got elected! She became a very
small city’s public servant, a truly grassroots
experience.
“This taught me that if you want to serve
the public through political participation, you
must first put your name on the ballot, otherwise there is no chance.” Zoe said, “There
are only 4 members in our city council. It is as
small as a sparrow, but it possesses all its vital
organs there, as the Chinese saying goes. We
each must be part of the team and it takes a
lot of work together. All these offered me a lot
of learning opportunities to serve the public”
What impressed her most were a couple
of tough decisions that the City Council was
to make. Once, the council discussed how to
maintain a retirement account for retirees in
the fire department and to ensure that the retirement funds were not affected by the decline in
the stock market. However, on the other hand,
the city council had to worry about the risk of
retirement fund management, and the limited
budget of the city government. The council
had several discussions before the decision
was made.
“A lot of times, it is not an issue of right
or wrong, it is a necessity to balance the interests of all parties, to find common ground
through communications, negotiations and
consultations.” Zoe said. Now she has joined
the Asian-Pacific Council of Minnesota as a
board member. Her foremost hope is to let
the Chinese community understand the organization, put forth proposals that concern the
Chinese community
through this platform,
participate in the legislative process of the
state, so that Chinese
Americans engage in
civic and public affairs
more effectively.
Mali Marvin
(right) shared the story of her two campaigns
for the Minnesota House of representatives.
Nudged by her husband Robert Marvin, Mali,
a first-generation mainland Chinese immigrant, participated in the campaign while her
husband ran for the state senator. In a district
continued on page 7
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Civic Leadership Forum:
continued from page 6
with only 1% Chinese, where no Chinese
ever ran for public office, Mali saw the niche
in her political participation and potential for
success, “We Chinese Americans are smart
and persevering, we are not only Chinese,
we are Americans. We can make more contributions to this country.”
With the enthusiasm and desire, she
campaigned twice for state legislature. She
became “thick skinned” for fundraising, as she
laughed at herself. Although the campaigns
were not quite successful, she is very grateful
of the unique experience. “Because it taught
myself a lesson: to say what is in my mind.
Take my company, for example, I often notice
that African American employees speak out
when they feel they are unfairly treated; but
for Chinese, most of us will first reflect on our
own shortcomings – we need to work harder.
We are taught to think this way from a young
age. Is it fair to us? Not really.”
“We Chinese Americans need to have the
courage to express ourselves, to assert our own
interests!” Mali excitedly used Jobs’ words to
inspire Chinese friends to commit to public
services and lead a new lifestyle - “Those who
are crazy enough to think they can change the
world usually do.”

Civic engagement, from the perspective
of an outstanding Chinese community group
Social and political participation starts
with civic engagement.
Dr. Li Jianming, professor of medicine
at the University of Minnesota and Director
of Cardiac Pacing and Electrophysiology of
the Veterans Affair Medical Center, shared
he extraordinary story of their 14-year public
service with the Minnesota Chinese Medical
Association.
The Minnesota Chinese Medical Association is one of the largest Chinese physician
societies in the United States, with more than
200 Chinese American medical professionals
and experts from Minnesota. Through longterm participation in community and public
services, the Minnesota Chinese Medical
Association not only provides a platform
for communication and support for Chinese
American doctors, but also it helps bridge the
mainstream society and our community for a
better understanding of Chinese culture and
medicine. The “Minnesota Chinese Doctor’s
Health Center”, established by the Association, has long provided free medical care for
local Chinese and other ethnic groups who
are not covered by medical insurance. It also
organized international physician volunteers to
participate in humanitarian missions in Africa
and South America.
In recent years, they also established
the American Chinese Heart Association,
provides CPR training (cardiopulmonary resuscitation training) for the community. Two
of the Chinese Americans who got certified

by the CPR training, successfully rescued the
lives of their two American friends.
Today, the Association has become an
influential medical group in the United States.
It also helps the Chinese American community
to build a good image in public services and
in the field of philanthropy and humanitarian
services. Professor Li, Jianming, former
chairman of the Association, became the
China Ambassadors of the American Heart
Association and the Vice President of the
World Chinese Cardiovascular Physicians
Association. The precious public service experience through the association let him to the
view that: “In my opinion, civic engagement,
can be participation in political affairs, or the
fight for one’s civil rights. However, civic engagement can also be realized through public
services - use one’s own expertise to serve and
help your community. As Churchill said, ‘you
make a living by what you get; you make a
life by what you give.’ “
Climb this “Gold Mountain” of Civic
Engagement
“If you are not at the table, you are on the
menu,” said Anthony Ng, executive director
of the CLF Foundation (pictured below) in his
speech. For a long time, CLF Foundation is
very concerned about the less than satisfactory
condition of Asian community’s civic engagement and political participation.

Statistics show that the Asian American
population is about 20 million, with over 4
million Chinese Americans. Although the
Chinese Americans in the United States
account for only 1% of the population, it
however accounts for more than 20% of the
Asian Americans, which is the advantage of
Chinese Americans, Antony added. During
the 2010 United States Census, there were
a total of 17,320,856 Asian Americans, including Multiracial Americans identifying
themselves as part of Asian heritage. This
made Asian Americans 5.6 percent of the
total American population.[21] The largest
ethnic groups represented in the census were
Chinese (3.79 million)
He told the audience that the CLF Foundation puts a premium on diversity, inclusiveness,
grassroots, non-partisan orientation. Its goal is
to identify and train grassroots leaders, to motivate and support them in public services, to
enhance the Influence of the Asian
Americans in local community, to
improve the political status of Asian
Americans in American society.
“This is our vision when we cooperate with UCA, when we cooperate
with local Chinese community
around the country. We need faceto-face communication, we need
to understand each other, we need
to put our energies together to seek
breakthrough in the development of
the Chinese community. We can fly
further, higher when we fly together.

time, the “gold mountain” of public service,
civic engagement, and giving back. I believe
we will get more richly rewarded this time
than 170 years ago!

At the end of the forum, president of the
United Chinese Association (UCA), Haipei
Shue (pictured above) made a comparative
analysis of Chinese and Indian Americans
in terms of their respective professional and
political “success” and the glaring disparity
between the two. Mr. Shue believes that Chinese Americans can only realize or maximize
the potential of its community through civic
engagement.
“In fact, it is not because of language skills
that the Indian Americans are more “successful” than Chinese Americans, it is because of
the relative lack of civic engagement among
the Chinese community, that is the crux of
the issue. We Chinese is doing well in private
or family lives, many of us are personally
successful, but regarding the other half of our
American life - public or civic life, we have
given it up by ourselves and are lagging behind
Indian Americans and other ethnicity groups.
How can we fully enjoy the fruit of America
when we only live 50% of American life?”
He points out that Chinese culture and
politics traditionally discourages its citizen to
actively engage in civic and political life. Lack
of civic participation also helps foster common
perception of Chinese Americans as quiet or
nerds, lacking leadership, lacking communication skills, and lacking compassion. These
perceptions then have badly stereotyped and
discriminated against Chinese Americans,
and made many Chinese Americans feel they
could not realize their full potential in this
society, a vicious cycle.
“How should we do to change it? More,
much more civic and political participation!
As the Chinese saying goes about one’s health:
you take or eat whatever your body lacks. This
is the very reason that made UCA to work
closely with CLF Foundation to organize
these public forums.” Haipei Shue ends his
talk with a touching metaphor: 170 years ago,
our ancestors came to the United States to
mine the ‘gold mountain’; and now, to make
our life whole in America and to make greater
contribution to this country and this world, our
generation need and must go out and climb and
mine once again the “gold mountain”. This

During the question and answer session at
the end of the forum, the audience raised many
interesting questions, while the guest speakers
gave great answers, winning several rounds of
applause from the audience.
Judge Tony Leung, Senator Roger Chamberlain and Carolyn D. Laine sat throughout
the sessions, listened carefully to other guests’
speeches answered questions raised by the
audience, and took pictures with the attendees
during the whole session of the four-hour forum. Their respect to the community, responsiveness and friendliness made great examples
of what civic engagement truly means, and
left a great impression on every one’s mind.

Former president of Beijing University MN Alumni, Joy
Guo and current president Gloria Liao (right and left in
the picture, respectively) were writing Thank You cards
to all guest speakers of the forum.

Chang Wang (l) with volunteers from PKUAAMN, MN Tsinghua University Alumni Association,
Chinese for Social Justice and other organizations
contributed greatly to the success of this UCA
Civic Leadership Forum in MN

United Chinese Americans (UCA) is
a nationwide non-profit and non-partisan
federation of organizations and individuals
dedicated to empowering Chinese American
communities through civic participation, political engagement, heritage sharing, youth development and working for a better US-China
relations, for the well-being of all Americans
and this world. ♦
Acknowledgments: Photos were kindly provided by
Juanjuan Xia and Bing Huang.
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By Bu Aihua, The Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage at Huaihua University, contributor
Note: This is the third article in the series on the Dong ethnic group by Professor Bu Aihua and The
Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage as U.S.-China cultural and educational exchange and research. The
Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage is located in Huaihua University, southwest Hunan Province, China. It
is a provincial translation institute dedicated to the preservation and development of Hunan’s diverse ethnic
communities and shared with the global community. This month’s article features everyday clothing worn
by Dong women.
Professor Bu is the dean and professor in Foreign Language School of Huaihua University, the main origin
of Hmong and other minorities. Her major research interests cover comparative education, biculturalism
and bicultural active living lifestyle with a special focus on the Hmong youth in western part of Hunan
Province and the state of Minnesota. She is also the vice director of the Hunan Cultural Heritage Center.

Dong women’s clothing varies tremendously in styles with different colors and
designs in intricate appliqué and embroidery
with distinctive cultural characteristics of
Dong subgroups. The fabric is hand-spun,
woven and dyed Dong cotton. The colors
are mainly black, white, blue and dark-purple. The informal dress is comparatively unadorned, but very practical and comfortable,
often worn on an everyday basis.
However, on very special occasions,
such as ceremonial festivals or other formal
events throughout the year, Dong women
customarily dress in very traditional, splendid attire. This attire is highly colorful,

The critical components of Dong women clothing are the upper garment, lower
garment (skirt or pants ), silver ornaments,
leggings and shoes. Generally speaking, the
outfits fall into two categories: the dress suit
and pantsuit, though the styles vary greatly
from region to region.
For the dress suit, the style includes
upper garments with a pleated skirt; while
the pantsuit, just as the name suggests,
includes upper garments with pants. In
general, the upper garments consist of
five styles to match with the pleated skirt
or pants, i.e., the straight, front-opening,
right-lapel with big or small neckline,

styles: the straight-legged, narrow- and/or
wide-legged.
The numerous styles of Dong silver
ornaments are mainly made of silver or
white copper. There are special ornaments
to adorn each part of the body from head to
toe. For the head: a horn-shaped headdress,
phoenix headdress, dragon head hairpin,
semi-circular hairpin, flora spray hairpin,
combs, crown, sticks and earrings, etc.
For the neck and chest: neck collars, neck
rings, lockets and chest pendants. Rings and
bracelets decorate the hands.
When worn, the silver ornaments jingle
and flicker in the light with every move of
the woman, creating an audio as well as visual effect of dynamism. To some extent, the
profusion of glowing silver ornaments is an
expression of the family’s desire to display
its wealth. The leggings made usually of
handmade Dong cotton bands, are wrapped
around the lower legs to match the pleated
skirt. Sometimes these are embroidered
or enhanced with ribbons of plain-weave
blue, pink, or white silk satin. The shoes
are usually embroidered cotton shoes or
black velvet fabric shoes. The shapes are
round-toe or boat-shaped, pointed upward.
Upper garment with a pleated skirt
or pants
Girls in the photo below are in an outfit
that is very popular in the areas of Liping,
Southeast Guizhou Province. The straight
hip-length, front-opening top has an open

Dong images of auspicious animals, birds
and plants including dragons, fish, phoenixes, butterflies, birds, flowers etc. The bib is
supported by a chain around the neck and
secured by a band at the back.

Calf-length pleated skirt with silver ornament -photo from www.huitao.net

The skirt is densely pleated, usually
handmade of Dong cloth. The color is
usually black, sometimes combined with
some other contrasting bright colors. The
leggings are hand-woven indigo Dong cotton bands and bound with plain-weave blue
or white silk ribbons.
Women wear their hair pulled up into a
tight bun on top of their heads, decorated
with a red headdress flower, secured by
silver hairpins and comb.
The outfit above is usually worn by
women from the areas of Southeast Guizhou
Province. The most striking aspects of the
garment are:

Dong women in formal dress -- photo from www.bbs.lvye.cn

Dong women in formal dress ---photo from www. gzmw.cn

extravagant, elaborately and exquisitely
embroidered, which attests to the time and
efforts devoted to beautifying them. Nowadays, this embroidered treasured and costly
attire is seldom worn on a daily basis, but
carefully folded and reserved for special
occasions.
In Dong culture, the charm of a man
is judged by how well he is able to play
Lusheng instrument. Female beauty is
judged not only by her physical appearance,
but by the quality of the handwork worn
on the body; so Dong women work hard to
create their fine ensemble year-round. Most
importantly, families’ ability to provide
finery for their family members has been
a symbol of strength, industriousness, and
well-being for the wearers.

cross-opening on the left or right. The
skirt is densely pleated and, according to
Dong subgroups, and of different lengths
ranging from the mini, knee-length or
calf-length. The numerous pleats that
characterize this skirt make it resemble
“mushroom gills,” which is why it is also
called “100-pleat skirt.” The skirt is finely
tailored out of homespun starched indigo,
wax-resistant Dong cotton cloth. It can be
worn for all seasons. Black is the dominant color and sometimes, embellished
with some other strong bright contrasting
color combinations. The tone of the color
is bright yet quiet, mild and elegant, and
eye-catching with very clear priorities.
The pants, including different lengths
and widths, are roughly divided into three

Making pleated skirt---photo from news.ifeng.com

Women in straight-front-opening upper garment
with a pleated skirt --photo from www. baidu.com

neckline without buttons and
has high slits on both sides.
Narrow bright blue bands
of plain-weave silk trim the
neck of the front opening,
cuffs and/or hems of the
garment. Worn beneath the
upper garment is an embroidered diamond-shaped Dong
cotton bib decorated with
intricate designs of silk satin
appliqué outlined with colorful threads. The dominant
designs are very traditional

• The shiny hand-woven fabric is hand-dyed
cotton cloth
• Wider exquisitely embroidered and woven
bands border the wide cuffs of the sleeves
and edge of the garment
•An elaborately embroidered diamond-shaped bib is worn under the upper
garment. The rich and colorful motifs of
a big square seal of ancient Miao-king
Chiyou and flora, adorns the bib.
The skirt is double-layered, pleated
of indigo-dyed hand-woven fabric on the
outside decorated with alternating bright
colored striped Dong cotton on both sides.
Gray and white embroidery and weaving
embellish the narrow horizontal stripes to
finish and enrich the hem.
The outfit above is worn by women from
Weitang, Guangxi Province. The upper
garment has straight front opening,
continued on page 9
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Ancient musical
instruments from
Henan Museum on
display in Arizona
Extraordinary musical and archaeological treasures spanning 9,000 years of
Chinese music and history from Central
China’s Henan Museum are at on exhibit
at the Musical Instrument Museum in
Phoenix, Ariz.
The exhibition explores the harmony
between music, people, heaven and earth
through 61 extremely rare instruments
and artworks on display for the first time
in the United States.
Ancient flutes and drums harken
back to the dawn of Chinese civilization,
giving a glimpse of the musical life of
an early agrarian society. Grand racks
of bronze bells evoke elaborate rituals
performed during the formative years of
Chinese culture. Lively ceramic figures
illustrate the joyful mixing of cultures
during the time of the legendary Silk
Road. Elegant silk strings entertain
gatherings of refined music lovers and
inspire poetic contemplation.
In addition to a collection of exquisite musical instruments, the exhibition
also features beautiful music-related artworks made of materials such as ceramic
and jade. Many of these instruments and
artworks were excavated from tombs of
nobility. Highlights of the exhibition
include:

sites and are collectively the oldest
musical instruments in China. Crafted from the bone of a stork, ca. 1046
BCE, this flute is precisely tuned to a
five-note (pentatonic) scale, indicating a highly developed music system.
Panpipes are usually made from bamboo, making this bone instrument extremely
rare. The individual pipes were bundled
together with a fine silk cord that has since
deteriorated.
• Bianzhong bell chime, Spring and
Autumn period, 770 – 476 BCE (approximately 2,500–2,800 years ago)
This set of 24 bells from the court
of a duke of Zheng State illustrates the
extravagance of noble families and is
one of only ten surviving sets made in
the latter half of the Zhou dynasty to
play a flashy new style of music developed known as zhengsheng. Each
bell — among four bo bass bells and 20
niu — was specially crafted to produce
two distinct musical tones.
• Tricolor-glazed pillow depicting
scholarly qin performance, Northern
Song dynasty, 960 – 1127 (approximately 890–1,060 years ago)
The multicolored decoration on this
ceramic pillow illustrates two Confucian
scholars in a manicured garden; one
plays the qin while the other listens. The
ability to play and appreciate the qin and
its repertoire was described as one of
the most important virtues that should
be possessed by Confucian scholars, and
its performance was meant to be shared
privately among friends.

Women’s clothing, part I
continued from page 8

Figure 1

• Bronze “divine beast” drum stand,
Spring and Autumn period, 770 – 476
BCE (approximately 2,500–2,800
years ago), Figure 1
Full-bodied depictions of mythical
beasts are exceptionally rare, and this
drum stand example is one of the finest
uncovered to date. Malachite has been
inlaid into the bronze body in phoenix
and dragon patterns; many of the beast’s
features are made up of small dragons
and its face is framed by two persimmon
flowers.

Dong women in upper garment with straight front opening -- -photo from www.baidu.com

Figure 3
Figure 2

• Bone flute, 7000 – 5000 BCE (approximately 7,000–9,000 years ago),
Figure 2 This flute comes from a
collection of several flutes that were
excavated from the Peiligang burial

• Musician and dancer figurines in a
pavilion, Han Dynasty, 206 BCE –
220 CE (approximately 1,800–2,200
years ago), Figure 3
This unusual three-story ceramic
tower houses an ensemble
continued on page 10

made of shiny hand-woven and hand-dyed gling plaques and splayed flowers, birds,
Dong cotton cloth. Intricately embroidered and insects on the top.
narrow pink bands enrich the front opening,
On their legs, leggings made of hand-woside slits and hem of the garment. Narrow ven Dong cotton cloth, enhanced with emembroidered and wide plain-weave silk broidery and wax-resistant bands, and bound
satin bands, typically in a contrasting blue, with blue or pink silk satin ribbons.
edge the cuffs of the half-sleeved garment. Shoes
Also worn beneath the upper garment is an
The shoes are the very popular black
embroidered cotton bib ornamented with velvet fabric with round toes or embroidered
intricate floral designs.
boat-shaped, upward pointed cotton shoes.
The outfit includes an apron decoNext month, the article will describe
rated with rows of large round silver Dong women’s everyday pants uit.♦
sequins on the front,
and tied around the
outer garment at the
waist with pink embroidered apron belts.
The women also
wear a silver collar
and have their hair in a
tight bun on top of their
heads. Hair is decorated with headdress Flower shoes from Qiandongnan, Flower shoes from Liping, Guizhou
Province- -- photo from sucai.
flowers, silver comb Guizhou Province- -- photo from
redocn.com
www. baidu.com
and hairpins with dan-
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Ancient musical
instruments
continued from page 9

of musicians and dancers for the nobleman’s entertainment, as well as
a complement of guards armed with
crossbows. Many Han tombs included
ceramic models of the palatial homes
that deceased noblemen wished to inhabit in the afterlife. This model suggests
the owner had a strong interest in music.
• Ceramic drum, Yangshao culture,
5000 – 3000 BCE (approximately
5,000–7,000 years ago)
Ceramic drums such as this are some
of the most characteristic instruments
used by the Neolithic Yangshao people.
The drum would have had a membrane
made from animal skin stretched across
the large opening and held tight by the
hooks around the rim.
Founded in 1927, the Henan Museum is located approximately 400
miles southwest of Beijing and is one
of China’s oldest and most prestigious
history and art museums. Its collection
is recognized internationally for its
richness and depth. The museum features important antiquities from every

English Language
Teachers

recorded period of Chinese history. A
wealth of archaeological sites in Henan
Province — from Neolithic settlements
to cosmopolitan imperial capitals —
have borne thousands of artifacts from
China’s illustrious past.
Visitors will see, hear, and feel the
harmony of the ancients through interactive technology.
About MIM
The Musical Instrument Museum
enriches our world by collecting,
preserving, and making accessible
an astonishing variety of musical
instruments and performance videos
from every country in the world. MIM
offers guests a welcoming and fun
experience, incomparable interactive
technology, dynamic programming,
and exceptional musical performances. MIM fosters appreciation of the
world’s diverse cultures by showing
how we innovate, adapt, and learn
from each other to create music—the
language of the soul.♦

science & technology

Key AI guidelines
unveiled
By Ma Si, China Daily, Dec. 15, 2018

CIUMN hosts Chinese
performance

On Wednesday, November 8th, The
Confucius Institute at the University
of Minnesota (CIUMN) hosted “Music
of Youth, Color of China”, a free
performance celebrating the various

aspects of Chinese culture. The event
w a s p r e s e n t e d a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y ’s
Ted Mann Concert Hall by 20 skilled
performers from Capital Normal
University in Beijing, and was sponsored
by the Hanban and Confucius Institute
Headquarters.
News about the performance garnered
a lot of interest in the community, with
attendance filling the auditorium to
capacity. More than 800 students (grades
1-12) from over 13 schools in the Twin
Cities metro packed the auditorium for
the show. The students were dazzled
and delighted by a spectacular show
that included performances of Chinese
dance, Peking Opera, traditional Chinese
instrumental pieces, demonstrations of
the Chinese art of papercutting, and even
a popular sword dance.
The performance generated was well
received by the students, and generated
a lot of discussion about aspects of
Chinese culture. ♦

Photo Credit: Chinese American Association of Minnesota

on the industrial layout of AI, the
new guideline distinguishes itself
from the national AI development
plan China unveiled in July, which
focuses more on achieving technological breakthroughs in AI.
China said earlier this year
it aims to build a 1 trillion yuan
($147.9 billion) AI core industry by
2030, which is supposed to stimulate as much as 10 trillion yuan in
related business.
Visitors interact with robots during an AI expo in Nanjing,
The country is aiming to lead
Jiangsu province. [Photo by Cui Xiao/For China Daily]
the world in the research and development of AI, as well as its applicaChina unveiled a three-year plan on
Thursday to boost the application of tion in the healthcare, manufacturing and
artificial intelligence in automobile, ro- finance sectors. In November, the central
bots, healthcare and other sectors, in its government said it would build four nalatest push to upgrade the country’s real tional AI open innovation platforms by
relying on Alibaba Group Holding Ltd
economy.
The plan, published on the official in smart city technologies, Baidu Inc in
website of the Ministry of Industry and self-driving technologies, Tencent HoldInformation Technology, said China aims ings Ltd in AI-enabled medical treatments,
to build a globally competitive smart inter- and iFlytek Co Ltd in voice-recognition
net-connected car industry by 2020, with technologies.
Zhou Ji, president of the Chinese
breakthroughs in self-driving platforms.
AI-enabled services robots will also be Academy of Engineering, said that AI
widely used in China within three years, technology now plays a key role in the
with focus on robots that can help senior new technological revolution and the
citizens and children. Also, the country transformation of industry.
Supported by AI technologies, smart
aims to accelerate the use of AI-enabled
systems to assist doctors in medical cases, manufacturing is set to become the core
technology for the next round of industrial
the plan said.
The new policy details on how to better upgrading, Zhou said.
Local governments are also rushing to
integrate AI into other industries and how
to efficiently leverage the cutting-edge roll out their own versions of policies to
technology to push forward the Made in pounce at the strategic opportunities ofChina 2025 strategy, said Lu Chuncong, fered by AI. Zhongguancun, a technology
director of the Policy and Economic Re- hub in Beijing, for instance, said it aims
search Institute at the China Academy of to host 500 AI companies by 2020, with
Information and Communications Tech- five of them being globally competitive.
nology, a government think tank affiliated It expects such a dynamic ecosystem will
help cultivate a 50 billion yuan core AI
with the ministry.
According to him, with more emphasis industry by that time.♦
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MN export stats
continued from page 1
• New Zealand ($67 million, up 115
percent) and Australia ($107 million,
up 18 percent) drove export gains to the
Australia-Pacific region ($174 million,
up 42 percent).
• Sales grew 13 percent to each Central &
South America ($271 million) and the
Middle East ($101 million) – largely
influenced by increased railway exports,
which grew $20 million to Brazil and $5
million to U.A.E.
Iron Ore, Optics/Medical, Electrical
Machinery and Plastics Drive
Export Growth
• Between the third quarters of 2016 and
2017, global sales of ores, slag, and
ash; optic and medical goods; electrical

machinery; plastics; and machinery each
increased by more than $50 million.

• Sales of ores, slag and ash surged 769
percent to $135 million. Canada ($88 million, up from $1 million) and Japan ($48
Figure 3. Exports of Optics, Medical Goods

million, up from $4 million) fueled this
growth. These products primarily consist
of iron ores.
• Global sales of optic and medical products increased by $118 million to $1 billion. Growth
was strongest in Japan ($144 million,
up 44 percent), Korea ($90 million, up
43 percent), China ($167 million, up
15 percent), Germany ($52 million, up
25 percent) and the United Kingdom
($32 million, up 37 percent).
• Integrated circuits (up 19 percent),
switches (up 30 percent) and telecommunications equipment (up 14
percent) drove growth in electrical
machinery. Germany (up 52 percent),
China (up 13 percent), Australia (up
77 percent) and Canada (up 10 percent) led in export gains.

Figure 4. Exports and Trends Among Minnesota’s Top 10 Products, Third Quarter 2017

• Plastics products exports jumped 23 percent as demand increased for flat plastic
products, such as plates, sheets and film
(led by China, Germany and Singapore) and
primary polyether forms (led by Mexico).
• Canada ($189 million, up 24 percent) and
Mexico ($118 million, up 13 percent) primarily drove growth in machinery exports.
But smaller markets such as the Czech
Republic ($11 million, up 135 percent),
Oman ($7 million, up 626 percent) and Bangladesh ($6 million, up from $211,000) also
made remarkable gains. Product segments
such as centrifuges/filters (up 21 percent),
machinery for working plastics (up 60
percent), and parts for material-moving
or construction machinery (up 50 percent)
showed strong growth.♦
Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is
the most current resource available for tracking
the state’s manufactured export trends and
is prepared for the Minnesota Trade Office
(MTO) by the Department of Employment and
Economic Development’s (DEED) Economic
Analysis Unit (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim). The quarterly and annual statistics reports primarily
cover export data based on the Harmonized
Tariff System (Schedule B), collected by the
U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC) and
distributed by IHS Maritime & Trade. Reports
are available on DEED’s website at “Export
and Trade Statistics” (http://mn.gov/deed/data/
export-stats/).
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World’s biggest floating solar power plant comes
into use in China
People’s Daily, Dec. 12, 2017

The floating solar power plant in the city of Huainan in Anhui province.

China unveiled a three-year plan on
Thursday to boost the application of
artificial intelligence in automobile, robots, healthcare and other sectors, in its
latest push to upgrade the country’s real
economy.
The plan, published on the official
website of the Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology, said China aims

to build a globally competitive smart internet-connected car industry by 2020, with
breakthroughs in self-driving platforms.
AI-enabled services robots will also
be widely used in China within three
years, with focus on robots that can help
senior citizens and children. Also, the
country aims to accelerate the use of
AI-enabled systems to assist doctors in

medical cases, the
plan said.
The new policy
details on how to
better integrate AI
into other industries
and how to efficiently leverage the cutting-edge technology to push forward
the Made in China
2025 strategy, said
Lu Chuncong, director of the Policy and
Economic Research
Institute at the China
Academy of Information and Communications Technology, a government
think tank affiliated
with the ministry.
According to him,
with more emphasis
on the industrial layout of AI, the new
guideline distinguishes itself from the national
AI development plan China unveiled in July,
which focuses more on achieving technological breakthroughs in AI.
China said earlier this year it aims to
build a 1 trillion yuan ($147.9 billion) AI
core industry by 2030, which is supposed
to stimulate as much as 10 trillion yuan in

related business.
The country is aiming to lead the
world in the research and development
of AI, as well as its application in the
healthcare, manufacturing and finance
sectors. In November, the central government said it would build four national
AI open innovation platforms by relying
on Alibaba Group Holding Ltd in smart
city technologies, Baidu Inc in self-driving technologies, Tencent Holdings Ltd
in AI-enabled medical treatments, and
iFlytek Co Ltd in voice-recognition
technologies.
Zhou Ji, president of the Chinese
Academy of Engineering, said that AI
technology now plays a key role in the
new technological revolution and the
transformation of industry.
Supported by AI technologies, smart
manufacturing is set to become the core
technology for the next round of industrial upgrading, Zhou said.
Local governments are also rushing to roll out their own versions of
policies to pounce at the strategic
opportunities offered by AI. Zhongguancun, a technology hub in Beijing,
for instance, said it aims to host 500
AI companies by 2020, with five of
them being globally competitive. It
expects such a dynamic ecosystem will
help cultivate a 50 billion yuan core
AI industry by that time.♦
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“Journey to the West: He Hui, A Chinese Soprano in the
World of Italian Opera” by Melanie Ho

Author: Melanie Ho
Publisher: Abbreviated Press
Publication date: October 2017
Softcover: 75 pages
Melanie Ho is a Hong Kong-based writer.

“Journey” is the first biography of He
Hui, the most successful Western opera
singer to come out of China. Soprano He’s
story began in her hometown of Xi’an,
China, where she began studying music
for the first time as an 18-year-old at the
prestigious Conservatory of Music. As she
has made her journey west to Verona, her
adopted Italian home, she encountered a
number of successes and challenges along
the way. Her journey has been one of East
meeting West and of East and West living
alongside each other
Published by Abbreviated Press,
“Journey to the West” is available on
Amazon, Book Depository and other
leading booksellers.
China Insight has been granted
permission to reprint an excerpt from the
recently published book.
Excerpt
WHY DO PEOPLE still sit spellbound
through works of musical theatre that are
dozens of decades old, written in and about
times that have long passed from living
memory? There is of course the music
and the wonder of the unamplified voice,
but opera is also, critically, about the story.
There is love, passion, betrayal, pathos,
death, hope. There is tension combined
with, frequently, impossible choices. Our
heroines are asked to choose between their
families and their hearts, between a duty to
country and a duty to themselves. Opera
often poses universal questions—universal
because there are no answers — and in that
universalità there is unity.
It therefore didn’t matter that when
He Hui heard her first opera, Puccini’s La
Bohème, she didn’t understand a word.
La Bohème is one of the most successful
examples of verismo opera, which in
the late nineteenth century began to deal
realistically with stories of ordinary, even
poor, people. As silk flower-maker Mimì
introduces herself to the poet Rodolfo in his
garret above Paris’s Quartier Latin — “Sì,
mi chiamano Mimì” (“They call me Mimì,
but I don’t why ...”), she sings — this first
blush of romance requires no knowledge

of Italian. There is instead Mimì’s voice:
beautiful, soothing and lyrical. Mimì begins
her story by saying it is brief and this is the
start of a love story, a fairy tale, albeit one
with a tragic ending.
He Hui was 18 when she first heard
opera as a student at the Conservatory in
Xi’an after her own whirlwind romance
with music. Just months earlier she had
been a high school student preparing to
graduate and move onto university. But
in a serendipitous moment (all good
stories seem to have at least an element
of chance) a mathematics teacher caught
He Hui practicing a Chinese song ahead
of a school performance. It so happened
that this teacher had a neighbour who was
a maestro and she suggested that maybe
He Hui might like to sing for him; He Hui,
she said, sounded better to her than any of
the maestro’s other students. Maybe, the
teacher said, there is something you can do
with your voice.
He Hui was intrigued. This was not the
path she, like so many of her classmates, saw
herself on; her parents had worked hard to
provide her with a good education and the
opportunity to go to university. She had
also always loved music and had an ability
to learn songs quickly; a song would come
on the radio and she would be able to learn
it immediately. But something made her
want to say yes and to explore the unknown.
Maybe there was something she could do
with her voice.
She went to see the maestro. He was
blunt; his first words to her were that it was
too late to prepare for September’s intake
into the conservatory; He Hui would need to
spend the year studying with him and then
apply for her entrance exams the following
year. And then she sang.
It is difficult to describe how a
voice moves you. You can describe its
characteristics — timbre and pitch, certainly,
but also the register and the weight. But
the connection itself is not easy to put
into words and sometimes it feels like the
emotional pull comes from somewhere else:
a voice reminds you of someone else or it
stirs up sentimentality for another era or
time. Perhaps the voice indicates promise,
hope. Or it might evoke a memory, an
image, a painting. But, in the end, when
we are moved, we are moved.
The maestro was moved. In 30 years of
teaching he had not heard a voice like hers.
He was also in a position to do something
about it and any earlier other plans he might
have had were quickly scuttled. In their
place, he began a month-long regime to
prepare He Hui for her entrance exams.
He thought she had a good chance of being
accepted for the coming year.
He Hui understood what she was
up against: she was without any formal
training, lacking even the basics of solfège, a
system of singing notes, or even how to read
music while many of the other prospective
students had been studying music from a
young age. As she looked at the program
that lay in front of her, the difficulties
were evident. But as much as she saw the
practical challenge, she was also optimistic.
Music had, as a hobby, brought her joy. “Gāi
zěnme bàn?” she asked. “Xià yíbù gaiˉ
zěnme zou?” (“What should I do? What’s
the next step?”)
From the maestro’s home, she thought
next of how she would speak to her family.
It would be a complicated conversation. Her

mother was a teacher, her father, a doctor,
and her father had been hoping she would
follow in his footsteps, although none of his
four children ended up doing so. Education
was a way to something better and here
she was, an 18-year old about to defy her
family for the first time. Her family was a
traditional one and music and the arts felt
like they were part of a different world. Her
father was perplexed by the decision, but in
his daughter he also saw determination and
after they spoke, they came to an agreement
about the Conservatory. Maybe, had she
yet known them, the lines from Madama
Butterfly would have given her strength: “Io
seguo il mio destino e piena d’umilità... È
mio destino” — “Full of humility, I follow
my destiny... this is my destiny”.

Madama Butterfly at the Teatro Real, Madrid,
2017 (Photo: Javier del Real | Teatro Real)

She entered the Conservatory in the
autumn of 1990, one of just seven students
accepted from five provinces. Her eyes went
wide at the rows of practice rooms, at the
grand stage and auditorium. There were
departments for composers, for pianists, for
orchestral music, folk music and, of course,
singers. It was an imposing building—the
music and fine art departments having been
combined — and as He Hui walked around
the campus as a student for the first time,
she understood the opportunity that was
being presented to her. Her schedule at the
Conservatory was intense — days began
at 5 a.m. — with a combination of music
education and advance study classes. A
student at a Conservatory would typically
follow a course of study that would include
classes in theory, ear training, piano,
phonics, music history, diction, acting,
performance and how to perform as part
of a chorus.
There were however still opportunities
to explore different types of music. It
may have happened by accident, but La
Bohème’s passionate and tragic story of
young love among a group of artists in Paris
was a good choice as a first opera. One
of the world’s most performed operas, La
Bohème is, together with Aida and Carmen
known as the “ABC’s” of opera, taking their
moniker from the letters in their titles, but
also because of their enduring popularity
around the world. This unforgettable love
story about passion, art, love and tragedy

carries a universal appeal and He Hui was
not immune. That profound experience of
hearing that Mirella Freni ̶ recording for
it, she later found out, was that most Italian
of Italian sopranos singing — crystalized
her connection to the music, the voice and
the story. It wasn’t clear how something
this beautiful could exist. It must, she
concluded, have come from Heaven and
not from Earth.
The pull was so irresistible that He
Hui considered opera to be her fate. This
realization only steeled her resolve to
succeed in her studies. The Conservatory
was tough and competitive. It was also a
big change: He Hui went from having no
competition (or of even being aware of
vocal competition) to being in a top school
full of competitors, each as eager as she
was. The competition, of course, was early
preparation for the professional world of
singing; it made her raise her game. If it
hadn’t been clear that she needed more than
raw talent, it was now patently obvious. He
Hui knuckled down and started to work.
She had arrived at the Conservatory with
considerably less formal training than any
of the other students, but she used this
lack of training to an advantage. She was
like a sponge, absorbing every lesson and
technique.
By the time she graduated, four years
later, He Hui was at the top of her class,
an accomplishment that remains remarked
upon today. But as is the case with
many fresh graduates, top marks did not
necessarily guarantee a smooth entry into
the world of work. Her good academic
standing did manage to land with a job
at the Conservatory where she began to
teach and to pass on some of the lessons
she had learned when she first entered.
Teaching, however, hadn’t been the dream.
Adding to the tension of being a 22-year
old teacher instructing 25-year old students
was He Hui’s own frustration at trying to
get her own career underway. There wasn’t
necessarily a large number of opportunities
to begin with and He Hui, like her other
classmates and singers from Conservatories
across China, were all looking for a way to
take their art and explore the world. She
entered a number of different competitions
in China but never won; the momentum that
had helped propel her into the Conservatory
in the first place had now slowed.
As the new millennium beckoned,
there was a renewed interest in Western
opera. Asian opera singers were looking
for opportunities to train and sing abroad,
while Western opera was coming to China.
Opera houses were being built in Beijing
and Shanghai and major opera houses from
around the world had China on their radar
as a new market with plenty of possibilities.
Local companies were also performing
Western opera and at the Conservatory,
He Hui played Dorabella in the first act
of Così fan tutte. The role was not of a
kind He Hui would go on to be known
for — she rarely sings Mozart — but she
appreciated the opera’s comedy and its tale
of everyday characters dealing with human
stories. There would (soon) come a time for
queens, princesses and nobility, but for now
a youthful He Hui was the young, playful
Dorabella.
In 1998, the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino
festival was invited to open the Shanghai
Grand Theatre, which would be China’s
continued on page 13
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UM students attend
guest lecture by Chinese
investigative journalist on
law and politics
By Emma Lenz, contributor

Vivian Wei Wu

Last Nov. 9, the Modern China: Law,
History, and Culture Seminar at the University of Minnesota had the privilege of
hearing a guest lecture from Chinese investigative journalist Vivian Wei Wu. This
seminar is made up of 13 honors students
who have been researching and studying
this semester to gain an understanding of
Chinese law and politics, and their historical
and cultural contexts. Every semester, this
class receives lectures from distinguished
professors, activists, lawyers, or other
scholars who present a unique perspective
of Chinese politics and culture. Students
had read articles and interviews with Wu
to learn about her background, and each

student submitted a question beforehand for
Wu to answer during the lecture.
Wu has become a very accomplished
journalist during her more than 15 years of
experience. She has published hundreds
of articles, most notably on civil rights and
corruption. She served as Media and Legal
reporter at the South China Morning Post
Beijing Bureau from 2010 to 2016, and
previously she served as Content Supervisor
at, CCTV-6 (where is this station?). She
was also Chief Content Director for China
News at the Beijing location of the Hong
Kong-based journalism website Initium
Media. Currently, she is the international
cooperation director for Initium Media. Additionally, she is working toward obtaining
a political science degree at the New School
in New York City. In summer 2017, her indepth report on the wrongful conviction and
wrongful execution of Nie Shubin won Best
News Awards from The Innocence Project
Taiwan and The Society of Publishers in
Asia. Most recently, she was appointed to
BBC China’s Hong Kong Bureau Chief.
Wu delivered the lecture from her university’s library via Skype from New York.
Wu began her lecture by explaining the
investigative landscape of mainland China.
As she explained, the Communist Party
continued on page 14
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Journey to the West:
continued from page 12
first state-of-the-art opera auditorium. For
Western opera in China, this was a major
development, one that would hopefully
begin to inspire young Chinese singers
to pursue careers in opera. The Maggio
Musicale Fiorentino was set to perform
a production of Aida, whose pomp and
grandeur makes it a common choice for
openings. Verdi’s Aida premiered in Cairo
on Christmas Eve in 1871, originally
com¬missioned by the Khedive of Egypt
for the opening of his new opera house.
Aida therefore contains all the hallmarks
of a major opening — a triumphal march,
extravagant pageantry — and it was
thus-not an unexpected choice for the
opening of the Shanghai Grand Theatre.
While Maggio Musicale’s first cast was
comprised of well-known Italian and
international singers, the festival was also
looking for a second all-Chinese cast,
one that could highlight some of China’s
home-grown talent and showcase the links
between the Italian production and the
Grand Theatre. Making her debut in a role
that would be pivotal to her career, He Hui
went through three rounds of auditions
and was offered the role of Aida.
For a young 26-year old singer, the
role of Aida was a heavy lift: voices do
not typically begin as dramatic sopranos
but mature into the richer, deeper roles. As
a young artist, He Hui may not have been
fully expected to have had the bold and
rich voice suitable for the tragic heroine,
the Ethi¬opian princess Aida. However, it
quickly became clear that she did and that

her voice was particu¬larly well-suited to
these Verdi roles. He Hui was happy—she
had been given the opportunity to use her
voice in a role that was a natural fit and
this ease and comfort made her feel all
the more confident as she prepared for
her first break.
Aida is a role that she would go to
perform at La Scala, at the Met in New
York, annually at the Arena in Verona, and
a number of other opera houses including
Vienna, Monaco and Barcelona. It’s a role
with a considerable demand on the voice:
confident, determined and defiant at times,
expressive and poignant. It’s also a role
that He Hui holds close: Aida was her first
big break and when it came time for the
second cast to take to the stage, all eyes
were on her.
In today’s digital age of record and
re-record, of editing, retouching and filters, there is something to be said about
opera’s one-shot stakes. There is no doover: a particular performance works
or it doesn’t and when it’s a Chinese
soprano singing in the opening run of
the Shanghai Grand Theatre, there’s the
added pressure of pride—for oneself, yes,
but also for a country. When confronted
with Princess Amneris’s royal status, Aida
replies “Ebben, sia pure, anch’io son tal...”
—“Well, so be it, I am also...”—before
catching herself. That a young, 26-year
old in her first major role stepped up to the
challenge and didn’t buckle is one thing;
that she impressed the staff at the Maggio
Musicale Fiorentino is another.

During the run of performances,
an American who was working on the
production approached He Hui and
suggested she apply to compete in the
annual Operalia competition, which was
founded and directed by Plácido Domingo
in 1993 as a platform to launch the world’s
best young opera singers. Singers from
around the world apply (today there are
close to 1,000 applications each year) to the
organizers, with approximately 40 finalists
invited to the week-long competition, which
moves to a different city every year (in 2012,
the competition was hosted in Beijing).
He Hui was invited to compete in the
finals in Los Angeles in 2000. The then
28-year-old was among 41 finalists from
around the world, including singers from
Canada via Lebanon, Russia, Armenia
and Argentina. At Royce Hall at the
University of California Los Angeles,
He Hui and the other 40 finalists each
performed in front of a jury, composed
mostly of opera administrators in Europe
and the United States, with Domingo as
a non-voting member. The competition
is like an operatic version of any number
of reality television talent shows: armed
with a selection of four arias, each singer
performs two — one of the singer’s and
one of the jury’s choosing — with the
top singers moving on to the semi-finals
and those remaining eliminated from
competition. Each semi-finalist then
performs an aria chosen by the jury, with
select singers moving onto the finals,
which takes the format of a gala concert.

Throughout it all, Domingo acts as mentor
to all of the singers, offering artistic and
career advice and suggestions.
In Operalia 2000, He Hui made it
through the first two rounds and gained a
place as one of the 14 finalists to perform
in the gala concert. For her finale aria,
she sang “O patria mia”, Aida’s Act III
aria from a role she would go on to be
known for, earning a joint second place,
along with a prize of US$25,000. One of
the characteristics that set her apart was
a genuine Verdi voice. The jury had not
been expecting this Chinese soprano to
have such a polished and rich-sounding
voice, and the stature and personality to go
along with it, and she left an impression,
one that would prove valuable as she
sought future auditions.
He Hui had not been the first Chinese
singer to compete in the finals — the
Chinese baritone Chang Yong Liao was
a joint winner in 1997, with soprano Xiu
Wei Sun finishing third that same year —
while several Korean and Japanese singers
had also competed and done well. But He
Hui’s career has been unprecedented for a
Chinese Operalia winner.
The Operalia competition provided
He Hui with the credentials she needed to
launch her career. Soon afterwards, the
Italian agent Giorgio Benati got in touch,
and she returned to Los Angeles as the
first year of the new millennium came to
a close, reprising “Pace pace, mio dio” for
a gala concert accompanied by the Los
Angeles Opera Orchestra. ♦
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Guest lecture on press freedom
continued from page 13
(CPC), the ruling political organization in
China, views journalists as a mouthpiece
for the party - a method by which to spread
propaganda. This is a contrast to Western
journalists, who ideally provide an objective
point of view and can even criticize the
government. Wu intends to spread objective truths through her writing, especially
concerning politically sensitive topics, and
that has put her in conflict with the CPC.
China lacks a right to free speech, and
there is no guarantee that journalists won’t
face consequences for their writing. Because she is often in conflict with the CPC,
Wu’s work carries a lot of risk. In fact,
she estimates that there are only about 20
investigative reporters in China due to the
dangers of the career. As a consequence of
refusing to report the CPC’s false narratives
or reporting on sensitive topics, journalists
can be forced to apologize and criticize
themselves, and in some cases can be detained or arrested.

government is usually lenient on enforcing
tax laws. It was clear that the CPC used the
excuse of “tax evasion” in order to prevent
Ai from spreading his democratic ideals.
Because of stories like these, Wu is careful
to follow exactly all laws and guidelines.
Attempting to avoid reporting on sensitive topics presents another challenge,
Wu explained, because regulations of
what topics need to be censored are never
explicitly stated and are quite complicated.
Through many years of experience and by
talking to insiders and reading cases of other
journalists, Wu has gained an internalized
“road map,” a judgment of which topics are
sensitive and on which are safe to report.
However, there is still a grey space, and
journalists must constantly assess the risks
of each case. For Wu, this risk assessment
has become a habit.
Despite all her precautions, she has
nonetheless been persecuted by the government. In 2014, Chinese president Xi Jinping
began a crackdown on
activists, human rights
lawyers and other dissidents. Wu had covered
human rights issues and
spent time working with
activists such as artist Ai
Weiwei and lawyer Pu
Zhiqiang, which made
her a target. At one
point, she was detained
for 30 days, something
she feels she can brag
about now.
Even though she
covers
many human
Vivian Wei Wu delivered her guest lecture via Skype from New York City
to a classroom at the University of Minnesota.
rights issues and is close
friends with activists and
To lower these risks, Wu has learned dissidents, Wu does not consider herself an
techniques to keep herself safe. She ex- activist, and she makes a clear distinction
plained that she is sure to remain profes- between activism and journalism. Activists
sional and never accidentally do anything have a specific goal of a change they want
for which she could be arrested or punished. to make. Journalists may want to make
This is necessary because if the government change, but they have a more general goal
wants to remove a dissident, they will use of reporting objective facts and presenting
any small legal mistake as an excuse to counter-arguments. Wu participated as
detain someone. For example, in 2011, an activist rather than a journalist in the
modern artist and activist Ai Weiwei was Umbrella Movement, which consisted of
arrested, and the government claimed it pro-democracy protests in Hong Kong in
was due to tax evasion. However, in Chi- 2014. She stopped reporting on the prona, almost no one is able to understand the tests because she was so involved with the
tax code and correctly pay taxes, and the movement that she couldn’t provide unbi-

ased, objective facts.
Despite this distinction,
Wu often covers activists and dissidents from
an objective journalist’s point of view, and
spreads their stories
through her writing.
Although the risks
are great, there is still
some space for critical
journalism in China.
Since the government
highly values its legitimacy and public
image, journalists can
report on corruption
at local levels. Additionally, Wu is able
to report on the environment, since it is
impossible to deny the
impacts of pollution in
China’s cities. However, she is careful to
avoid making accusations about who in the
government is responsible for this pollution.
One of Wu’s most impactful reports
was a case where cosmetic gel was illegally
produced, ignoring quality and safety regulations. This gel caused serious, sometimes
fatal, complications. By exposing the
situation, Wu saved 300,000 people from
using this dangerous product. Another of
her impactful articles prevented an ancient
temple with cultural significance from being
demolished.
Wu finished her lecture by describing
why she chose to be a reporter despite
the many risks. The Chinese government
claims that censorship is necessary in order
to maintain public order. They assert that if
journalists were free to spread democratic
ideals, there would be protests and chaos.
In order to avoid repeating what happened
on June 4, 1989, at Tiananmen, the government is quick to shut down protests before
they can even start. They arrest leaders and
activists and block internet communications.
Most people lack the courage to stand up to
the CPC, and are careful about the implications of their actions.
But Wu is different. She strongly be-

lieves in uncovering the truth, and will not
be silenced by authority. From a young
age, she was rebellious and disobedient,
and was even given the nickname “warrior” in middle school. She is also very
sensitive to people’s hardships and has
a strong sense of justice, which she has
never abandoned, even when her personal
safety was threatened. Wu described how
she could have easily chosen a different
career, made more money, and lived safely
and comfortably. Her belief in uncovering
truth and her sense of justice outweighed
these benefits. Through her writing, Wu
hopes to continue spreading democratic
ideals and improving people’s lives.
The lecture was well received by the students, who had many additional questions.
Even though there was not enough time for
Wu to answer all the additional questions,
the students were grateful for the opportunity to learn from such an inspirational and
impactful figure. ♦
Emma Lenz is a student at the University of Minnesota Honors Program.

National public holidays of China in 2018
Festival

Date

Official Holidays

2018 days off

New Year’s Day
Chinese New Year

Jan. 1

1 day

Dec. 30, 2017 - Jan. 1, 2018

Feb. 16.

3 days (the first three days of the first lunar month)

Feb. 15 - 21

Women’s Day

March 8

half day for women

half day of Mar. 8

Qingming Festival

April 5

1 day

April 5 - 7

May Day

May 1

1 day

April 29 - May 1

Youth Day

May 4

half day for youth above 14 years old

half day of May 4

Children’s Day

June 1

1 day for children under 13 years old

June 1

Dragon Boat Festival

June 18

1 day

June 16 - 18

Army Day of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army

Aug. 1

half day for active army

half day of Aug. 1

Mid-Autumn Day

Sept. 24

1 day

Sept. 22 - 24

National Day

Oct. 1

3 days (Oct. 1- 3)

Oct. 1 - 7
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CAAM Chinese Dance Theater PRESENTS

Our 25TH Anniversary World Premiere

Our Dance,
Our Dreams

追梦•圆梦

Jan. 27-28, 2018

This activity is supported by:

TICKETS: http://oshag.stkate.edu/events (651) 690-6700

CAAM Chinese Dance Theater is a family affair
By Maren Longbella, contributor
St. Paul’s CAAM Chinese Dance Theater thinks of itself as a family, and for the
Wilcox family of North St. Paul, that’s
literally so.
Sisters Claire and Lynn Wilcox, 14 and
12, have attended CAAM Chinese Dance
Theater since they were very young. This
year both girls will dance, with Claire as
one of the leads, in CAAM CDT’s Chinese
New Year production, “Our Dance, Our

Dreams.” Their mother, Hui, will be master
of ceremonies.
The family’s involvement with CAAM
CDT began with Hui, who started dance
classes in the late 1990s, not long after she
came to Minnesota to work on her doctorate
in sociology.
“I learned about CAAM CDT from my
tennis partner,” Hui said. “She showed me
some of her dance moves and said dancing

Hui Wilcox, shown with her daughters, Claire, left, and Lynn, at CAAM Chinese Dance Theater’s 2016
show, “One Earth, One Home,” will be the master of ceremonies for CAAM CDT’s 2018 show, “Our
Dance, Our Dreams.” Claire and Lynn will also be in the show. (Photo courtesy of Hui Wilcox)

was fun. Growing up in China, I always
wanted to dance, but I never had any opportunity. The teachers picked who did the
dances — usually [the ones chosen] had to
be skinny. I didn’t have the ‘right’ body
type, so I was never picked.”
When she first started dancing at CAAM
CDT, “I was really stiff, ‘like an athlete,’”
she said. “But Shen Laoshi [CAAM CDT’s
first artistic director] believed in me.”
The school’s dance philosophy was a
revelation to Hui: “Shen Laoshi had an
amazing idea that everyone — even grownups — can dance,” she said. “She believed I
could dance, and that was really important.
She had faith.”
Hui loved dancing, and the experience
changed her life — so much so that she
made dance the center of her doctoral work.
In 2004, she completed her dissertation,
“Dancing the Tales of China: Ethnic Construction through Chinese Dance.” Little
did Hui know that Chinese dance would
be a steppingstone to a whole new world
of dance.
As it happened, a rising professor of
dance, Ananya Chatterjea, sat on Hui’s
Ph.D. committee. “In 2004, Ananya sent
out an email, calling for women of color
who wanted to move,” and Hui responded.
She performed on stage with two dozen
other dancers in June 2005, a month and half
before giving birth to Lynn. “It was such a
tight group, I didn’t want to leave,” Hui said.
Over time, dance shifted from hobby to
profession for Hui, even as she continued to
interact with CAAM CDT as an occasional
performer, dance teacher and master of cere-

monies for the school’s annual productions.
Hui’s own dance career has only
strengthened her connection to her girls and
their ever-growing love of dance at CAAM
CDT. “It becomes who they are. It’s great to
see how they learn and how they grow,” she
said. “We appreciate each other’s strengths.
We have learned that beautiful and powerful
dance can take on different forms. … The
older they get the more they appreciate that
their mama can also dance and can relate to
some of their struggles.”
In many ways, CAAM CDT’s world premiere of “Our Dance, Our Dream” mirrors
the dance life of Hui, Claire and Lynn. The
show follows the path of a young American
girl yearning to become a Chinese dancer,
from her first pair of red dance shoes to an
ending we won’t give away here. The child’s
journey is a metaphor for CAAM CDT’s
journey as well, which is celebrating its
25th anniversary this year. Both the child
and CAAM CDT must navigate cultural
challenges and learn how to reference the
past while looking to the future. Both learn
that in dance, family is everything.
The Wilcox family and the rest of
CAAM CDT’s 130-person strong family
will take the stage at 7 p.m. Saturday, January 27, and 2 p.m. Sunday, January 28, at the
O’Shaughnessy Auditorium at St. Catherine
University, 2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul.
Tickets are $20 and available at https://
oshag.stkate.edu/events/category/series/
caam-chinese-dance-18 and by calling 651690-6700 or visiting the O’Shaughnessy box
office, which is open from noon to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.♦
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You are invited to celebrate the

Year of the Dog

2:30 PM Admission
3:00 PM Performances: Lion dance, Hip-hop dances,
K-Pop dance, Singing, Acapella and more
4:30 PM Lucky Money for children & Senior,
Door Prizes and more
5:00 PM Delicious food of your choice - Food Bazaar
Ticket:

Adult: $15 (in advance, or $20 at door)
Student/Senior: $12 (in advance, or $15 at door)
Child (5-12 years old): $8 (in advance, or $10 at door)
*Free admissions for children less than 5 years old
*All tickets include food coupons equivalent to $7 in value ($6 for child ticket)
Over $2000 value of door prizes!

Advanced tickets are available, before 2/3/18, at the Twin Cities Chinese Language School on Saturdays
(1030 W. University Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104), or from ticket-sales volunteers. For further ticket
information, please contact bdsu2@mmm.com (651) 733-9827 or chenfu@comcast.net 763-639-5202.
Or register online : https://goo.gl/forms/n9j4ijQnjJWnw47T2
Organized by:
Minnesota Chinese Cultural Services Center (MCCSC)
Chinese American Academic & Professional Association in Minnesota (CAAPAM)
Minnesota Chinese Veterans Association (MCVA)
Minnesota Chinese Student Association (MCSA)

狗年
with the Minnesota Chapter of
US - China Peoples Friendship Association

美中人民友好协会明州分会
* * *
Sunday, February 25, 2018
5:00pm Social – 6:00pm Banquet – 7:15 Program
Peking Garden
1488 University Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55104
651-644-0888
$30 members - $35 non-members - $12 under age 12
Sponsored Table for 10 at $400
* * *
To reserve your space, send guest names and check payable to USCPFA-MN to
Wen LI 6600 Lyndale Ave., So. #1306, Richfield, MN 55423
If you have questions, email uscpfa_mn@hotmail.com or message us on
Facebook: US-China Peoples Friendship – Minnesota Chapter

