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SFO’s “Dream of the Red Chamber” 
commissioned by local Chinese Heritage 
Foundation in China

The Minneapolis-based Chinese Heri-
tage Foundation’s commission “Dream of 
the Red Chamber” by San Francisco Opera 
will be touring the People’s Republic of 
China this month.  The tour will include two 
performances each in  three Chinese cities: 
• Sept. 8 & 9 in Beijing’s Poly Theatre 
• Sept. 15 & 16 in Changsha.  The two per-

formances are part of the grand opening 
of the Meixihu International Culture and 
Arts Centre Grand Theatre, one of the last 
projects designed by the late British-Iraqi 
architect Zaha Hadid

• Sept. 22 & 23 in Wuhan’s Qintai Grand 
Theatre 

The “Dream of the Red Chamber” 
performances will be conducted by Bright 
Sheng, marking the composer’s first time 
conducting his opera.  In Beijing, Sheng will 
lead the Hangzhou Philharmonic Orchestra; 
in Changsha and Wuhan, he will be joined 
in the pit by the Wuhan Philharmonic Or-
chestra. The Chorus of the State Opera of 
Dnipro, Ukraine, will sing at each perfor-
mance.  “Dream of the Red Chamber” will 
be presented in the original production by 

acclaimed Taiwanese director Stan Lai and 
Oscar-winning Chinese designer Tim Yip.  
Performances will be by the original world 
premiere cast members.

San Francisco Opera General Director 
Matthew Shilvock said, “Dream of the Red 
Chamber” had a profound impact in con-
necting San Francisco Opera to its broader 
Bay Area community ... I couldn’t be more 
proud that San Francisco Opera was the 
birthplace of a work that speaks so power-
fully to such a broad audience.”

continued on page 5      

People, p. 13

Getting married?  Not so fast!  Meddling future mother-in-law makes an inspection  that got Audi in deep controversy. 
(Bride inspection p. 5)

Let’s have a look-see!
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Publisher’s Pronouncements
Greetings,

China Insight hopes that your summer has 
been an enjoyable and fulfilling one.  It is good 
to reconnect with you after our summer hiatus 
to recharge ourselves. 

This month, I am departing from my typical 
pronouncements and instead will focus on the 
article written by Bill Chen ( page 6) regarding 
the Congressional Gold Medal for WWII Chinese 
American Veterans.  We strongly encourage you 
to read the article and  to get actively involved in 
getting the proposed bills passed by Congress.  
As noted in the article, the genesis for the Gold 
Medal was initiated by the Chinese American 
Citizens Alliance (CACA), which can be tracked 
at their dedicated website https://caww2.org/.  
CACA is the lead organization spearheading this 
effort and as we go to press, will be discussing 
this effort at their 54th Biennial National Con-
vention being held in Chicago, Aug. 30-Sept. 2.

China Insight normally does not undertake 
nor sponsor any kind of causes, but is making 
an exception since we feel this is a no-brainer, 
non-partisan recognition that has been earned 
by Chinese Americans who served gallantly in 
World War II, which Bill Chen so eloquently 
presented in his article.  Although the Chinese 
American community has always strived to 
be good citizens, history has shown that they 
have not been treated fairly and need to let their 
Congressional leaders know that their service 
to our country needs to be recognized.  Like 
many minorities, Chinese Americans overcame 
discrimination to serve their country bravely and 
honorably, and we need to encourage Congress 

to act favorably and swiftly on this proposal 
to commemorate the service of these Chinese 
American veterans.

To assist you in contacting our Congressio-
nal leaders, we have drafted a suggested letter 
(below) that can be sent to members of Congress 
(or use it as cover for a petition) to ask for their 
support of this legislation  (Letter also can be 
downloaded from www.chinainsight.info.).  
Please feel free to revise the suggested letter to 
suit your own needs/style.  But please make sure 
you sign it before you send it.

In Minnesota, we have only secured the 
support of Sen. Al Franken and Representative 
Betty McCollum, and we still have a ways to go.  
To track the progress of the Congressional bills, 
we have listed the following websites:
House Bill 2358: https://www.congress.
gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2358/
cosponsors
Senate Bill 1050: https://www.congress.
gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1050/
cosponsors
While we hope all Minnesotans of Chinese 
American descent will do their part, our success 
will need the support of everyone throughout the 
country, so we are also including a website where 
you can contact your Congressional members of 
your state at:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/ and 
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find/.

We also encourage the leaders of all Chinese 
American organizations throughout the country 
to reach out to their members to get them in-

volved in getting this legislation passed.  These 
bills have been proposed, but need their Con-
gressional representatives to vote their support.

While we expect the Chinese American com-
munity to lobby for this proposed legislation, we 
welcome participation from all Americans since 
a Congressional Gold Medal for WWII Chinese 
American Veterans would be appropriate in light 
of the racial unrest now being experienced in 
the country.

China Insight intends to use whatever re-
sources it has available to get the Congressional 
Gold Medal approved.  We will be reaching out 
to the newspapers and other media to publicize 
the effort.  If you have any contacts or other 
suggestions, please contact me.  It would also 
be extremely helpful if we can locate a living 
Chinese American WWII veteran so his/her story 
could be shared.

Our website, www.chinainsight.info,  has 
been revamped so you can easily monitor the 
progress of this project.

As, always, thank you for your support and 
we hope you will get involved with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal for WWII Chinese American 
Veterans initiative. 

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
Publisher-CEO

To:  Representative ______________________

I urge you to support the award of the Congressional Gold Medal to 
Chinese American Veterans of World War II as delineated in H.R. 
2358, which was introduced in the House on May 4, 2017. 

Prior to World War II, the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 -- the first 
significant law restricting immigration into the United States -- was 
still in place, and there was long standing discrimination against its 
Chinese American community. 

Despite barriers to citizenship and equality, Chinese Americans 
remained patriotic and maintained a belief in service to country.  
Chinese Americans served in every war since the Civil War.  Despite 
fewer than 120,000 Chinese Americans living in the United States 
and Hawaii at the time of World War II, more than 20,000 volun-
teered or were drafted and served in all major theaters of the war.   
Approximately 40% of those who served were not United States 
citizens due to laws that denied citizenship for persons of Chinese 
descent.

Chinese American veterans demonstrated their skills, competencies, 
and loyalty.  Their commitment and sacrifice demonstrated a highly 
uncommon sense of patriotism and honor in the face of discrimina-
tion.  By their actions during the war, they helped to open up opportu-
nities for all Chinese Americans to be a part of Mainstream America 
post-World War II.

Please support the award of the Congressional Gold Medal to Chi-
nese American Veterans of World War II by cosponsoring H.R. 2358.

To:  Senator Amy Klobuchar

I urge you to support the award of the Congressional Gold Medal 
to Chinese American Veterans of World War II as delineated in S.R. 
1050, which was introduced in the Senate on May 4, 2017.  

Prior to World War II, the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 -- the first 
significant law restricting immigration into the United States -- was 
still in place, and there was long standing discrimination against its 
Chinese American community. 

Despite barriers to citizenship and equality, Chinese Americans 
remained patriotic and maintained a belief in service to country.  
Chinese Americans served in every war since the Civil War.  Despite 
fewer than 120,000 Chinese Americans living in the United States 
and Hawaii at the time of World War II, more than 20,000 volun-
teered or were drafted and served in all major theaters of the war.   
Approximately 40% of those who served were not United States 
citizens due to laws that denied citizenship for persons of Chinese 
descent.

Chinese American veterans demonstrated their skills, competencies, 
and loyalty.  Their commitment and sacrifice demonstrated a highly 
uncommon sense of patriotism and honor in the face of discrimina-
tion.  By their actions during the war, they helped to open up opportu-
nities for all Chinese Americans to be a part of Mainstream America 
post-World War II.

Please support the award of the Congressional Gold Medal to Chi-
nese American Veterans of World War II by cosponsoring S.R. 1050.



www.chinainsight.info PAGE 3 / September 2017news
Mighty, multi-use Tiger Balm

Drowning out alien signals

Seafood consumption

Chinese have a healthy appetite 
for seafood.  Already a massive sea-
food market, seafood consumption in 
China is expected to continue to rise 
based on a healthy, growing economy 
and middle class.  Imports of seafood 
products total billions of dollars each 
year and opportunities for even great-
er volumes abound.  

Major exporters include the 
ASEAN nations ($1 billion), Canada 
($553 million), Peru ($1.2 billion), 
Russia ($1.3 billion) and the U.S. 
($1.2 billion).

At the August World Seafood 
Shanghai 2017, presenters highlight-
ed the potential represented by the 
1.35 billion (population size) Chinese 
market.  A few facts on current Chi-
nese seafood consumption:

109 million and growing is the 
size of the middle class in mainland 
China.

89 pounds of seafood is being 
consumed per capita in urban areas 
currently.

78  pounds of seafood is estimated 
to be consumed by each Chinese by 
2020.

20  billion USD annually is the pro-
jected value of seafood imported by 
the Chinese by the end of the decade.

What and how much are the popular 
seafood products being imported to 
China annually?

740 million USD of pollock

529 million USD of lobster

311  million USD of  fresh crab

300  million USD   of Atlantic 
salmon

187 million USD of crayfish

160 million USD of shrimp

30 million USD of frozen tuna

Picture purr-fect 

It’s no secret people waste hours 
watching silly cat videos.  So it’s not 
difficult to imagine a photo exhibit titled 
#HappyMEOWment featuring … CATS!  
What’d you expect?  Some photos at this 
August Hong Kong event are from a 
Japanese photographer who also makes 
hats for his cats out of their own fur.  In 
addition to the usual activities, the exhibit 
will feature a small selection of cat props 
and an enormous sculpture of a cat derri-
ere for visitors to pose for a memorable 
cat photo
Traffic jam

Hong Kong’s Transport Department 
implemented a new two-way toll system 
heading to and from the HK International 
Airport.  The severe traffic jam stretched 
about six miles each way as a result. In 
response to the huge outcry from angry 
citizens, the Transport Department an-
nounced it will open additional toll booths 
during peak hours.  Shouldn’t that have 
been planned from the start?
Drunken damage 

Bad Chinese drivers is not news, but 
bad, drunk drivers … it’s a story!  

A woman in Guangdong Province 
did an illegal “maneuver” and hit another 
vehicle in the process.  Scared, she took 
off, asking her male passenger to take 
over steering.  Not sure what the logic 
is, if there’s any at all.  The owner of 
the damaged vehicle grabbed the fleeing 
couple’s steering wheel, causing them to 
lose control, crashing into nine other cars 
before coming to a stop, stuck between 
two damaged cars.

The couple was arrested and found to 
be driving under the influence!

China 
Briefs
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By the numbers
Yep, that ubiquitous hot, minty ointment 

cure-all Asians use for stomachaches, head-
aches, sore muscles, colds, mosquito bites 
just added drug trafficking to its list of uses.

The Hong Kong Police discovered 42.8 
pounds of heroin with an estimated HK 
street value of US$1.8 million hidden in 
packets of Tiger Balm in a car.  The end-Au-
gust weekend bust is one of the biggest 
heroin seizures in recent years. ♦

Almost 4,000,000 Chinese visited the 
world’s largest radio telescope in Guizhou 
Province in the first half of 2017.  Their 
quest to the remote mountain site in south-
west China for a glimpse of the giant dish 
meant the telescope’s main mission of re-
ceiving and recording pulsar and interstellar 
signals from outer space is being hindered.  
How?  Electromagnetic pollution – the 
Chinese tourists are making too much noise!

No one is complaining because the noisy 
tourists already brought in USD 700,000 the 
first six months of the year.  The Beijing 
Planetarium director’s spin was the tourism 
boom represent the public’s enthusiasm for 
advanced scientific facilities.  Never mind 
astronomy research and tracking down 
alien life! ♦

Robert E. Lee and Chiang Kai Shek.  
Both historical figures of their respective 
countries’ civil wars and both out of favor at 
the moment.  While this is a relatively new 
problem facing U.S. officials, their Taiwan-
ese counterparts have been dealing with the 
problem since 1999.  Some 200-plus Chiang 

statues have been relocated from public 
schools, government office buildings and 
other locations to a lakeside park.  As the 
number of memorials grow in the park each 
year, so do the number of visitors, mostly 
taking selfies.  

U.S. officials may wish to take note! ♦

A barely 5.1-inch celadon 
brush washer will be auctioned 
by Sotheby’s in October.  The 
900-year-old piece is predict-
ed to fetch way more than 
the opening bid of US$12.8 
million because it is only one 
of 87 known surviving pieces 
from the Imperial Ru kiln of 
Henan Province.  Interest from 
public museums and interna-
tional private collectors have 
been pouring in to Sotherby’s 
already. ♦

Fading glory

Fetching 
millions

Read ChinaInsight 
online

www.chinainsight.info
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Cleaning up its image

China may not be the only country with 
hilarious signage, but it certainly has its 
share!  The Chinese government is working 
to put an end toward being the laughing 
stock of foreign visitors who get great 
laughs out of its badly (and often nonsen-
sical) translated signage.

As of December 1 this year, it will issue 
standardized translations of 3,500 common-
ly used phrases and terms and put in place 
national guidelines to improve English 
translations in key areas such as public 
transportation, entertainment (guess bad 
translation does not count?) and medicine. 

This effort by the central government is 
aimed at “eradicating poor translations that 
damage the country’s image.”  According 
to People’s Daily, Chinglish is holding 
China back from developing a multilingual 
society. 

Be sure to capture any entertaining 
signage on your upcoming trip as these will 
soon be a pleasant and hilarious memory!

Apparently, mainland China does 
not have a monopoly on bad signage.  
These ones below are from Hong 

Kong,  where  s tudents’ grasp  of 
English had grossly deteriorated since 
the former British colony became 

a Chinese Special Administrative 
Region in 1997. ♦
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Confusion over China and Chinese names

In mid-July, as if the Russian “collusion” 
probe was not bad enough, the White House 
committed a political faux pas, this time involv-
ing China.  The Office of the then Press Secretary 
Sean Spicer called Xi Jinping the president of the 
Republic of China!

Apparently, the 
lack of understanding 
over the island state of 
Taiwan (Republic of 
China) and mainland 
China (People’s Re-
public of China) is not 
the problem among 
current White House 
staffers only.  In 2006, 
when welcoming then 
Chinese President Hu 
Jintao, the Bush White 
House announced the 
national anthem of the 
Republic of China (in-
stead of the People’s 
Republic of China) 
would be played.  The 

correct anthem was played though.
The confusion does not stop in naming the 

two Chinas  It carries over to the name of the cur-
rent Chinese president by members of the media.  

In September 2014, just before President 
Xi’s arrival in India, a newsreader on Doordar-

shan News referred to 
the Chinese president 
as “President Eleven 
Jinping,” mistaking 
“Xi” for roman nu-
merals “XI.”  She was 
promptly fired!

Two other exam-
ples of name gaffes 
involving Xi earlier 
this year came from 
the Times of India (left 
screenshot) and USA 
Today (right screen-
shot).  

Unfortunate as 
these mistakes may 
seem, Xi’s name did 
give Foreign Policy 

editorial staff much creative relief as they pre-
pared for Xi’s presidential appointment in fall 
2012, writing, “Journalists, let us be the first to 
sound the warning: avoid the temptation (that we 
have already succumbed to several times) of a 
Xi headline pun!” 

Following is an excerpt from the Feb.15, 
2012, article from Foreign Policy, “Xi drives 
me crazy: Your definitive list of bad Xi headline 
puns,” by Isaac Stone Fish.
Xi headlines NOT to use: 
1. Territorial disputes in the South China Sea: “Xi’s 
Gotta Have It.” 
2. A profile of his teenage years: “Xi was only 16.” 

3. His second visit to Iowa: “There Xi Goes 
Again.” 
4. His portrayal in Chinese state media: “Isn’t Xi 
Lovely?” (Or “Xi Will Be Loved.”) 
5. A Chinese Gorbachev: “Xi Change.” 
6. Bizarre policy choices: “Xi Moves in Mys-
terious Ways.” 
7. A definitive chronicle of his speeches: “That’s 
What Xi Said.” 
8. His meeting with Henry Kissinger: “The Old 
Man and the Xi.” 
9. On a conflict with the current head of the dis-
ciplinary committee: “He Said Xi Said.” 
10. His stylish sartorial choices: “Ain’t Nothing 
But a Xi Thing.” 

Update: After careful consideration, we at FP 
have decided that the worst headline pun imag-
inable is China announces new high speed train 
line: “Xi’s Got a Ticket to Ride.” … Honorable 
mention [for] all-purpose headline: “Every Little 
Thing Xi Does is Magic.”  We look forward to 
future contests if Shanghai Party Secretary Yu, 
Standing Committee Member He, or Director of 
the United Front Work Department Du become 
trending topics. ♦

By Elaine Dunn

Bride inspection + used cars = dumb ad
By Elaine Dunn

A no-nonsense woman interrupted 
a wedding ceremony.  She marched 
up to the bride who was about to take 
her vows, yanked the bride’s nose and 
ears, grabbed her jaw and peered into 
her mouth, much like inspecting a cow 
for purchase.  

Before giving the look of approv-
al, the older woman eyed the bride’s 
cleavage, which caused the younger 
woman to cover up her breasts instant-
ly.  At the end of the “inspection,” an 
Audi cruises along with a male voi-
ceover stating, “Important decisions 
must be made carefully.  Only with 
official certification can you be rest 
assured.”

The older woman is presumably the 
groom’s mother, the setting, a commer-
cial for secondhand Audis in China.

The commercial had been airing in 
movie theatres and online for a few 
months, but the online firestorm start-
ed only on July 18.  That day, nearly 
half a million people mentioned “Audi 
second hand car” on WeChat.   By 
mid-day July 20, more than 300,000 
Weibo users had checked on “Audi 

second-hand car ad.”  
The Chinese netizens did not hold 

back on their opinions of the commer-
cial, calling it “trashy,” “discrimina-
tory,” “sexist” and “just plain dumb.”  
One Weibo user  quipped,  “This  is 
really low taste.  Isn’t this like what 
people do when trading cattle?”  

Another questioned Audi’s incon-
sistent  messaging,  “Audi in China 
regards women as secondhand cars … 
But Audi in the U.S. (Super Bowl com-
mercial) encourages women to believe 
in themselves, to realize their potential 
and to get the same pay as men.”

Some even called for a boycott 
of Audi.  Perhaps the most stinging 
comment came from a Shanghai-based 
lifestyle editor who said, “So many 
powerful women in China are also 
potential customers for Audi, and this 
is how Audi is sending its message to 
buyers?” 

To be fair, not all comments had 
been negative.  A handful mentioned 
that people needed to lighten up and 
learn how to take a joke!

Auto  manufac ture rs  have  been 
eyeing Chinese consumers’ growing 
wealth.  China is one of the world’s 
best-selling luxury car markets.  

It may be “Summer of Audi” in the 
U.S.; however, 2017 is proving to be 
quite trying for Audi in China.  In Feb-
ruary, Bloomberg reported that Audi 
deliveries to China plunged 35 percent 
from a year earlier, probably stemming 
from a dispute with its dealers.  By July, 
its sales are down 12.2 percent from the 
previous year, although it is still the 
leading luxury car brand in China, with 
more than 4 million users.  This com-
mercial is not what the company needs.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A u d i ’s  h e a d  o f 
corporate communication in China, 
the  30-second spot  was  produced 
for  the local  joint  venture partner 
FAW–Audi  and created by Ogilvy 

& Mather Beijing to promote used 
Audis  that  have been checked out 
and officially certified for resale.  It 
was part of the “know what you’re 
getting” campaign.  Apparently, Audi 
did not know what it was getting into 
with that commercial!

Audi put out a statement to the 
effect that the perception created by 
the commercial “does not correspond 
to the values of our company in any 
way,”  adding i t  was  launching an 
investigation to ensure the mistake 
will not happen again. The commer-
cial has been withdrawn and as of 
end-July, the account had moved to 
Leo Burnett Beijing.

Audi, of course, is not the only 
offender in the “tasteless ads” field.  
Earlier this year, the leading Chinese 
coconut juice brand released an ad 
promising the beverage would help 
lighten a woman’s skin and enlarge 
her breasts.  And there was the Chi-
nese laundry detergent commercial 
from last year where a paint-splat-
tered black man was shoved into a 
washing machine  loaded wi th  the 
laundry detergent  for  a  ful l  cycle 
and  emerged  as  a  l igh ter-sk inned 
Chinese!

Of course, dumb commercials are 
not just made by multinational compa-
nies either.  In 2014, a Chinese online 
dating site used a dying grandmother 
storyline to shame young single wom-
en into being less picky in finding a 
husband.  In a land where there’s a 
lot of pressure on Chinese women to 
get married so as not be considered 
“leftover” material, outrage on social 
media was fierce.

I f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a n  a d 
o r  c o m m e r c i a l  i s  m e a s u r e d  b y 
c o n s u m e r  r e c a l l ,  t h e n  t h e  A u d i , 
laundry detergent  and onl ine  dat-
ing commercials  may be dumb,  but 
successful?  ♦

business & economy

SFO’s 
“Dream” 
continued from page 1

arts & culture

“Dream” played to capacity crowds 
at its world premiere at San Francisco 
Opera’s War Memorial Opera House last 
September 10 and at the 45th Hong Kong 
Arts Festival in March 2017.  The San 
Francisco Chronicle hailed the opera’s 
“series of tautly constructed scenes that 
reveal the canniness of Sheng’s compo-
sitional strategy — in particular, his skill 
in crafting an operatic language that is a 
hybrid of Chinese and Western traditions.” 

Adapted from Cao Xueqin’s lengthy 
18th-century novel, the opera focuses on 
the illustrious Jia clan and the love trian-
gle of Bao Yu, the young Jia heir, with 
two very different women: Dai Yu, his 
soulmate, and Bao Chai, a worldly beauty.  
The Jia family’s future and union between 
Bao Yu and Dai Yu are jeopardized when 
the emperor rejects Princess Jia as his fa-
vored concubine.  Framed by a dreamlike 
prologue and epilogue,”Dream” relates 
the poetry and sadness of the original 
Chinese tale as a lush and lyrical 21st–
century opera.

The opera first took root when Pearl 
Bergad, executive director of the Minne-
apolis-based Chinese Heritage Founda-
tion, approached former San Francisco 
Opera General Director David Gockley 
in 2013 about producing an opera based 
on the classic novel by the same name 
catering to non-Chinese speaking audi-
ences.  The tour performances will be 
sung in English with subtitles in both 
English and Chinese. ♦
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Show support for 
the award of the 
Congressional Gold 
Medal to Chinese 
American veterans of 
World War II
Send a letter to your 
senator and Congressional 
representative

Senator Al Franken and 4th District 
Representative Betty McCollum 
have added their support to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Chinese 
American veterans of World War II. You 
can use the letters (pg. 2) to ask Senator 
Amy Klobuchar and your Congressional 
representative to lend their support too.

MN Senators
Amy Klobuchar
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Ph: 202-224-3244

Al Franken
Already A cosponsor

MN Congressional 
Representatives
District 1
Tim Walz
527 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001
Ph: 507-388-2149
https://walz.house.gov

District 2
Jason Lewis
2805 Cliff Rd E
Burnsville, MN 55337
Ph: 202-225-2271
https://jasonlewis.house.gov

District 3
Erik Paulsen
250 Prairie Center Dr, 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
Ph: 952-405-8510
https://paulsen.house.gov

District 4 
Betty McCollum 
Already A cosponsor

District 5
Keith Ellison
2100 Plymouth Ave N
Minneapolis, MN 55411
Ph: 612-522-1212
https://ellison.house.gov

District 6
Tom Emmer
315 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-2306
Ph: 202-225-2331
https://emmer.house.gov

District 7
Collin Peterson
2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-2307
Ph: 202-225-2165
https://collinpeterson.house.gov

District 8
Rick Nolan
2366 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-2308
Ph: 202-225-6211 
https://nolan.house.gov/

The Congressional Gold Medal is an 
award bestowed by the Congress and is 
the highest civilian award in the United 
States.  It is awarded to persons “who have 
performed an achievement that has an im-
pact on American history and culture that is 
likely to be recognized as a major achieve-
ment in the recipient’s field long after the 
achievement.” 

On May 4, 2017, bills were introduced 
in the U.S. House of Representatives and the 
Senate for the award of the Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the Chinese 
American veterans of World War II.  Rep-
resentatives Ed Royce (R-CA) and Ted Lieu 
(D-CA) were lead co-sponsors of H.R. 2358 
on the House side; and Senators Tammy 
Duckworth (D-IL) and Thad Cochran (R-
MS) were lead co-sponsors of S. 1050 on 
the Senate side.

The bills were the result of a campaign 
organized by the Chinese American Citizens 
Alliance (C.A.C.A.) to recognize Chinese 
American servicemen and servicewomen 
who volunteered or were drafted when the 
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was still 
in place – they fought for their country in 
the face of discrimination and injustice.  
Established in 1895, C.A.C.A. is the oldest 
Asian American civil rights organization 
in America. 

The Chinese Exclusion Act was the first 
significant law restricting immigration into 
the United States and proscribed entry of 
a specific ethnic group.  The Act made it 
illegal for Chinese laborers to immigrate to 
the United States and limited the Chinese 
population in America.   

At the start of World War II, there were 
approximately 78,000 Chinese Americans 
living on the United States mainland and 
29,000 living in Hawaii.  Despite the an-
ti-Chinese discrimination at the time, some 
20,000 Chinese Americans served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces -- a high percentage 
of the total Chinese American population.   
Approximately 40 percent of those who 
served were not citizens of the United States.    

Chinese Americans made important con-
tributions to the World War II effort.  About 
25 percent served in the U.S. Army Air 
Force (former name of the U.S. Air Force).  
The remainder served in all branches of the 
U.S. Armed Forces in all theaters of war.

Chinese Americans were in ground, 
air and ocean combat, and support roles 
throughout the Pacific Theater, including 
New Guinea, Guadalcanal, Solomon Is-
lands, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Philippines, 
Marianas, and the Aleutian Islands.  They 
also served in combat and support roles in 
the European and African Theaters, serving 
in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, the Normandy 
D-Day invasion, and the Battle of the Bulge.

The 14th Air Service Group was an 
all-Chinese American unit assigned to the 
14th Air Force (Flying Tigers) under the 
command of the legendary Gen. Claire 
Chennault in the China-Burma-India The-
ater.  The 14th Air Service Group provided 
supply, transportation, and communications 
support and serviced and repaired aircraft 
and armaments for the 14th Air Force.  Other 
Chinese American officers and men were 
integrated into the units and staff of the 14th 
Air Force.  There were also Chinese Amer-
icans in the China-Burma-India Theater in 
U.S. Army units training the Chinese Army 
and involved in intelligence operations 
against the Japanese.

Chinese Americans flew in transport and 
bomber missions, served in infantry units 
and on combat ships, including Merchant 
Marine convoys vulnerable to submarine 
and air attacks.  

Many Chinese American women served 
in the Women’s Army Corps, the Army Air 
Force, and the United States Naval Reserve 
Women’s Reserve, and some became pilots, 
air traffic controllers, flight trainers, weather 
forecasters, occupational therapists and 
nurses.

One Chinese American, Captain Francis 
Wai, was awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor, the highest award for valor in 
action against an enemy force.

The Chinese American World War II 
Veterans demonstrated their skills, com-
petencies, loyalty and patriotism.  By their 
actions during the war, they helped to open 
up opportunities for all Chinese Ameri-
cans to be a part of mainstream America 
post-World War II.  Their commitment and 
sacrifice demonstrated a highly uncommon 
and commendable sense of patriotism and 
honor in the face of discrimination.
Timing is crucial for passage of the 
bills and time is running out:
• Many of the Chinese American veterans 

of World War II have already passed away.  
Even the youngest who entered before 
the end of the war are aging, approaching 
their 90s.

• We understand that in the next session of 
Congress, the Congressional Gold Med-
al will no longer be awarded to groups.  
Thus, passage in this session of Congress 
is crucial.

• 2018 will be the 75th Anniversary of 
the Repeal of the Chinese Exclusion 
Act.  Award of the Congressional Gold 
Medal for Chinese American Veterans 
of World War II would indeed make 
the 75th anniversary celebration a 
memorable event.  We cannot say that 
the Chinese American veterans of World 
War II enabled the repeal of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, but we can say that their 
commitment and service to the nation 
was part of the necessary occurrences that 
facilitated the repeal.

Seemingly a bipartisan action, the 
passage of the House (H.R. 2358) and 
Senate (S. 1050) bills is not a done deal. 

Progress on obtaining cosponsors for 
the respective bills has been slow.  As of 
Aug. 28, there were 53 cosponsors for the 
H.R. 2358 and 11 cosponsors for S. 1050.  
Passage requires two-thirds of the members 
to cosponsor the bills, i.e., 290 in the House 
and 67 in the Senate.  Currently the House 
and Senate versions are very similar; agree-
ment toward the final congressional bill 
should not be a problem if the respective 
bills are passed and go to joint conference.  

For Chinese Americans who advocate 
this recognition of Chinese American 
Veterans of World War II, passage of the 
bills could very much be a lesson in civics 
and citizenship, which gets to the heart of 
the American legislative process.  In other 
words, how to generate support from mem-
bers of Congress?  

On the part of those advocating the 
award of the Congressional Gold Medal 
for Chinese American Veterans of World 
War II, resources have been limited to im-
plement a full campaign plan that targets 
the congressional delegations from all the 
states, particularly those with small Chinese 

American populations. 
Typically, Chinese Americans have 

become involved with the political process 
only recently.  As part of normal activities, 
Chinese Americans probably have not 
been extensively involved with their U.S. 
representatives and Senators.  So, when 
faced with the issue of garnering support 
for the Congressional Gold Medal for 
Chinese American Veterans of World War 
II, capturing the attention of members of 
Congress to cosign the respective bills can 
be difficult.  The process to get the attention 
of the members of Congress also is  made 
more difficult as they face higher priority 
issues, such as health care, immigration, tax 
reform and budgets.  

After the recent Senate vote where 
senators voted No to the proposed “skin-
ny” health care bill, there was national TV 
coverage showing people “calling-in” to the 
senators who voted No to thank them for 
their vote.  It is hardly imaginable that Chi-
nese Americans or the general public would 
mount a “call-in” like this to members of 
Congress to support the Congressional Gold 
Medal for Chinese American Veterans of 
World War II.

From a layman’s perspective, award of 
the Congressional Gold Medal to Chinese 
American Veterans of World War II is a 
bipartisan, no-brainer action.  The award 
is a not-for-combat actions of valor.  It is 
a group award to Chinese Americans who 
volunteered or were drafted -- and willingly 
served against the common enemy at a time 
when Chinese Americans faced discrim-
ination and the injustice of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act. 

The 60+-year period of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act was a sad and painful an-
ti-Chinese era.  Award of the Congressional 
Gold Medal to Chinese American Veterans 
in World War II this year would make the 
2018 75th Anniversary of the Repeal of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act a truly meaningful 
event.    
What then is needed?
• A ground swell of support from constit-

uents, communities, cities, and organiza-
tion to members of Congress.

• Within the House and Senate, lead 
co-sponsors need to garner the support of 
their colleagues who have not signed-on 
as co-sponsors. 

• Various affinity groups, such as veteran 
organizations, need to send in letters 
of support and convey the priority and 
importance of this recognition effort to 
members of Congress.

• Given the right time, circumstances, and 
a champion in the 115th Congress – one 
respected by all his or her colleagues – we 
will be able to orchestrate the passage by a 
concerted campaign or “proclamation.” ♦

Bill Chen, formerly of Edina, Minn., 
now resides in Belmont, Mass.  He con-
tinues to be a China Insight contributor.

Congressional Gold Medal for WWII 
Chinese American veterans
By retired Army Maj. Gen. Bill Chen

To get involved in this project and for sample letters, please see p. 2 and/or visit 
www.chinainsight.info.
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With the seizure of Beijing, Tianjin, 
Shanghai and Nanjing in 1937, the unde-
clared war with Japan was under way.  After 
the fall of Shanghai, the Japanese high com-
mand had not intended to capture Nanjing.  
Their priorities centered on consolidating 
their position in northern China, hoping 
this would put an end to China’s will to 
resist their future demands.  Instead, Chiang 
Kai-shek’s (蔣介石) decision to widen the 
war by establishing a front in the Yangtze 
River valley forced Japan to rethink their 
strategy in China.  

In November 1937, Chiang moved his 
command center to Wuhan.  By January 
1938, Wuhan seemed vulnerable, causing 
Chiang to change his military strategy as he 
recognized that conventional military tactics 
would be suicidal against Japan. 

On Jan. 11, 1938, the Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumimaro Konoye (近衞 文麿) 
gave an ultimatum to Chiang for more con-
cessions that included putting north China 
under Japanese control and a payment of 
reparations to Japan.  Chiang was expected 
to agree to this proclamation in 72 hours.  
Chiang refused these demands and Japan 
ended its recognition of the Kuomintang 
government and sought to destroy it.

At the end of January 1938, Chiang 
summoned a military conference where he 
outlined a strategy to defend Xuzhou, a rail-
road terminus located 500 kilometers north 
of Wuhan.  On Feb. 9, 1938, the Japanese 
seized Bengbu, which was 400 kilometers 
northeast of Wuhan.  This seizure gave 
Japan control over areas north of the Huai 
River.  This action was followed up with 
two lines of Japanese troops advancing 
southward along the Jinpu railway.  Until 
March 1938, north and northeast of Xuzhou 
the Japanese were unable to scatter Chiang’s 
defenses.

In late March and early April, the 
Chinese were able to experience their first 
victory at Taierzhuang located northeast of 
Xuzhou where their forces wore down a 
Japanese attack.  This showed the Chinese 
that Japan was stoppable.  Unfortunately, 
after a few days of celebration, the parochi-
alism of Chiang’s forces once again reared 
its ugly head and made Chiang’s efforts to 
resist Japan more difficult.

The Japanese commanders learned from 
their defeat at Taierzhuang.  They reinforced 
their armies and moved their forces south-
ward to squeeze Xuzhou in a vice.  To avoid 
encirclement and utter destruction, Chiang 
ordered a retreat from Xuzhou.  On May 
18, helped by a sandstorm and fog, about 

40 KMT divisions managed to slip past the 
Japanese and regroup to fight another day.

To slow the Japanese advance into 
central China, Chiang destroyed the flood 
dykes of the Yellow River at Huayuankou 
on June 6.  He hoped to stop the Japanese 
army from moving onto Zhengzhou, a 
rail center whose capture threatened both 
Xian to the west and Wuhan to the south.  
This flooding gave Chiang five months to 
move his main forces from Wuhan toward 
Chongqing.  Unfortunately, by doing this, 
Chiang had flooded much of central China 
at the cost of an estimated 500,000 Chinese 
deaths and family displacements.

No longer able to approach Wuhan from 
the north, in August 1938, the Japanese 
navy along with 9,000 soldiers approached 
Wuhan from the east along the Yangtze 
River.  On Oct. 25, surrounded by Japanese, 
Wuhan fell.  The eastern side of China was 
lost and Chiang’s idea of “Free China” now 
meant mostly Sichuan, Hunan and Henan 
provinces.  In the north around Yenan, Mao 
Zedong’s (毛澤東) tactics made it impossi-
ble for the Japanese to hold the countryside, 
but they were unable to defeat the Japanese 
near the rail lines.

Between late 1938 and December 1941, 
any appearance of a stalemated situation 
might be considered deceptive.  Both Mao 
and Chiang settled in for a long war.  Mao 
was strongest in China’s northern country-
side.  Chiang was strongest in the west and 
southwest.  Japan held the eastern and north-
eastern provinces.  The nature of the warfare 
became more defensive by all three parties.

The Nationalists settled into Chongqing 
in 1938.   In the spring of 1939 when the 
winter fogs had lifted from Chongqing, 
Japanese air raids began.  Lacking adequate 
air-raid defenses, Chiang’s wife Soong 
Meiling (宋美齡) recruited a retired U.S. 
Air Force Maj. Gen. Claire Lee Chennault 
to take over the training of China’s tiny air 
force.  Chennault also recruited pilots from 
the United States to take on the Japanese 
fighter aircraft and bombers.  The official 
name of this group was the American Volun-
teer Group but later it became better known 
as the “Flying Tigers.”  The activities of this 
group raised the morale of the government 
in Chongqing even though they alone could 
not stop the Japanese bombing raids. 

In the east, the Japanese were poorly 
prepared for the responsibilities of occupa-
tion.  Japan had the idea that their conquered 
territories would pay for themselves and 
even provide revenue for their efforts.  Yet 
this strategy proved to be more successful 

in Manchukuo than in eastern China where 
banditry and small unit resistance broke out 
in the countryside while criminal activities 
and various disorders were common in the 
cities.

On March 28, 1938, the Japanese estab-
lished the “Great Way Government (大道政
府) which lasted only one month.  On that 
same March day, the Japanese established its 
Reformed Government of China (中華民國
維新政府) at the Great Hall of the National 
Government in Nanjing.  It was to be headed 
by Liang Hongzhi (梁鴻志) who had been 
prominent in military politics in the 1910s 
and 1920s but whose role had diminished 
under the Kuomintang.  Once established, 
Liang and his government returned to the 
New Asia Hotel in Shanghai where they 
operated for two years.  

Meanwhile the foreign concessions in 
Shanghai continued to operate but were 
forced to accommodate thousands of 
refugees.  Problems with food, water and 
sanitation plagued these concessions until 
they were closed.

In Yenan, abandoning suicidal positional 
warfare, Mao’s tactics of small unit mobile 
guerilla warfare showed some success 
where he headed a well-disciplined army 
of soldiers and social work cadres.  At the 

beginning of the war, he had 30,000 men 
whom he reorganized into the Eighth Route 
Army (八路軍).  This number expanded 
into three divisions of 80,000 by the end of 
August 1938.  In addition, 12,000 more men 
were formed into the New Fourth Army that 
operated in central China.

The loss of China’s major cities in the 
east to the Japanese strengthened Mao’s 
argument that the communist movement 
should move from the countryside into 
the cities, not vice versa as most of Mao’s 
challengers had asserted.  The result was 
an immigration of some 100,000 migrants, 
most were well educated, who believed 
Mao, not Chiang, had the best ideas for a 
new China.  Mao’s armies grew to over 763, 
400 by 1941.  With Yenan being outside of 

the international spotlight, Mao had a better 
opportunity to create a new social order.  
Not ready to confiscate and redistribute 
land, Mao chose to supervise the private 
economy while imposing rent reductions 
and the reduction of tax burdens.  

On Nov. 26, 1938, Zhou Fohai (周佛
海) and his aide Mei Siping (梅思平) called 
for a secret meeting at the home of Wang 
Jingwei (汪精衛) in Chongqing.  A former 
rival of Chiang, Wang had been pacified by 
Chiang who assigned Wang to key defense 
posts and making him a vice-chairman of 
the Kuomintang movement.  Mei himself 
had come from secret meetings with senior 
Japanese military figures in Shanghai.  Mei 
and Zhou urged Wang to defect and establish 
puppet government in Japanese-occupied 
eastern China.  Wang had been seeking a 
negotiated peace deal with the Japanese.  
Fearing the total humiliation and destruc-
tion of China by Japan, after a few weeks 
of wavering, Wang decided to flee and 
defect.  Now he hoped that his position 
with the Japanese would enable him to act 
as an intermediary between Chiang and the 
Japanese military. 

Once back in Shanghai, Wang began 
collaborating and seeking peace terms 
with the Japanese.  On March 30, 1940, 

Wang established the Nanjing Nationalist 
Government (南京國民政府), also known 
as the Reorganized National Government 
of China, a collaborative government based 
in Nanjing.  There, Wang was named as 
the president of the Executive Yuan and 
Chairman of the pro-Japanese Nationalist 
Government (行政院長兼國民政府).  Us-
ing terror tactics, Wang had control over the 
city streets, but otherwise, the legitimacy 
of his state weakened in the eyes of those 
around him.  

After Pearl Harbor in 1941, Chiang 
had two mighty Western nations support-
ing him and there was no longer any real 
need for a collaborating Chinese govern-
ment to act as a bridge between Chiang 
and Tokyo. ♦

The second war with Japan
By Pat Welsh, contributor’

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a 

speech where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American 
relations” as a result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng 
Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used this 
knowledge both professionally and personally to enhance his understanding of Chinese 
and Asian affairs.  Now fully retired, he currently resides in Georgia where he used to 
lecture on China to a number of classes at Dunwoody High School.

Flying Tigers
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& TROUT AIR 
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Ends September 16th
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Dong children’s cloth-
ing is always affectionately 
home-tailored with a wide 
variety of styles from head 
to toe, such as baby blan-
kets, aprons, hats, shoulder 
pads, belly wraps, and so 
forth.  The cloth is generally 
made of cotton,  which is a 
special handmade  Dong  
brocade with various de-
signs representing different 
meanings for the purpose of 
protecting the children from 
evil spirits and bringing 
them happiness, good luck 
and fortune. ♦

Dong children’s clothing
By The Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage at Huaihua University, contributor

Confucius’ birthday 
celebrations
By Elaine Dunn

Note: This is the second article in the series 
on the Dong ethnic group by Professor Bu 
Aihua and The Center for Hunan Cultural 
Heritage as part of Bu’s U.S.-China cultural and 
educational exchange and research.  The Center 
for Hunan Cultural Heritage is located in Huaihua 
University, southwest Hunan Province, China.  
It is a provincial translation institute dedicated 
to the preservation and development of Hunan’s 
diverse ethnic communities and shared with the 
global community.  Last month’s article on “Dong 
Grand Songs” was well received.  This month;s 
article features the highly colorful, intricate and 

elaborate clothing worn by Dong children. 
Professor Bu is the dean and professor in Foreign Language School of Huaihua 

University, the main origin of Hmong and other minorities.  Her major research 
interests cover comparative education, biculturalism and bicultural active living 
lifestyle with a special focus on the Hmong youth in western part of Hunan Province 
and the state of Minnesota.  She  is also the vice director of the Hunan Cultural 
Heritage Center. 

Dong brocade 1（handmade of cotton, included in China’s 
intangible heritage lists）---Photo by Wu Xiuzhen

Dong brocade 2----Photo from http://blog.sina.cn

continued on page 16

Dong  boy  in outfit made of 
Dong brocade - ---Photo from  
http://blog.sina.cn

Both Dong  boys and girls around the age of 3 wear aprons 
to protect their outfits from getting dirty during the day 
----Photo by Shi Liju  

China’s “First Teacher,” 
Confucius, was born on the 
27th day of the eighth lunar 
month, 551 B.C. in Qufu (
曲阜), eastern Shandong 
Province.  Each year on a 
September day, cities around 
China, the U.S., South Ko-
rea and Germany celebrate 
the sage / scholar / philoso-
pher’s birthday in different 
ways.   It is a public holiday 
in China and Taiwan.

Born into a relatively 
poor family, Confucius was 
self-educated.  In his teen years, he held an 
administrative post with a local official, but 
resigned when that official no longer han-
dled official business ethically.  Confucius 
then decided to share his philosophy with 
the ruling princes.  His wish was that they 
would lead with virtue and not for power, 
money or ego.  His philosophy was roundly 
rejected by the rulers but won the hearts of 
the people.  

He became a teacher, opened his own 
school in his home state.  Many of his stu-
dents gained government positions where 
they exerted some ethical influence within 
government as Confucius had hoped.  By 
the time of his death in 479 B.C., Confucius 
was considered one of the greatest ethical 
minds of the East.  His life teachings were 
translated into English in 1867, but it wasn’t 
until Oxford University Press published its 
(more readable) translation in 1907 that 
Confucius’ sayings were treated with more 

respect than “fortune cookie 
fodder.”

The core teaching of Con-
fucius was based on under-
standing one’s responsibility 
to others.  The five fundamen-
tal relationships of Confucian-
ism: ruler and subject, father 
and son, older sibling and 
younger sibling, husband and 
wife, and older and younger 
friends.

In Qufu, the sage’s birth-
place, there is an extensive 
Qufu International Confucius 

Culture Festival held between Sept. 26-Oct. 
10 each year at the Qufu Confucian Temple.  
This is the most authentic of the many cel-
ebrations and attended by people from all 
over the world.  The annual festival began in 
1989 and focuses on celebrating traditional 
Confucian culture.  It includes philosophy, 
art, academic seminars, scientific activity, 
and touristy traditional dance and music 
performances. 

In Beijing, even the Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP) got on the bandwagon.  
Once denounced as feudalistic, the CCP 
recognized Confucianism can help legiti-
mize the party and may uphold morals, es-
pecially in Beijing’s growing materialistic 
society.  The Grand Ceremony Dedicated 
to Confucius (祭孔大典) takes place at the 
14th-century Beijing Confucius Temple 
in central Beijing to honor Confucius and 
his teachings on Sept. 28, which, conve-
niently, also happens to be Teachers’ Day.  

continued on page 12
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Friends, family, neighbors, and local business owners are the backbone  
of this community. Our vibrant spirit comes alive at events like these.

Wells Fargo proudly celebrates Lantern Festival 2017.
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Community snapshots

Call for Articles…
ChinaInsight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-China cultural 
and business harmony.

We are interested in publishing articles that engage audiences in America. 
Potential topics range from understanding daily life in China (or for Chinese 
in America) to discussions of business markets from both an American or 
Chinese viewpoint.

If you would like to contribute an article, please contact Greg Hugh at 
612-723-4872 or e-mail ghugh@chinainsight.info.

Congratulations to Chang Wang!  
The regular contributor to China Insight 
was selected as a Minnesota Lawyer’s 
Diversity and Inclusion Honoree for 
2017. 

David and Helen Fong (seated, center) surrounded by their family celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary with hundreds of guests at David Fong’s Restaurant in 
Bloomington.

Shan C. Wang was appointed by 
Gov. Mark Dayton to a new district 
court judgeship created in the Seventh 
Judicial District by the Minnesota 
Supreme Court. 

Changsha, Saint Paul sister 
cities exchange gifts

The City of Saint Paul and Minne-
sota China Friendship Garden Society 
are pleased to announce the exchange of 
sister-city gifts between the City of Saint 
Paul and the City of Changsha, Hunan 
Province, China.  The gift exchange will 
occur in 2018 in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of this sister-city relationship, 
established in 1988 by then-Mayor George 
Latimer.

The City of Changsha will present to 
Saint Paul a replica of Changsha’s famous 
Aiwan Pavilion, one of four famous pavil-
ions in China, to be installed at the Saint 
Paul-Changsha China Friendship Garden 
at Phalen Regional Park.  It will lay the 
groundwork for the Saint Paul-Changsha 
China Friendship Garden. Other elements 
include an entrance arch, a donor wall, 
a Hmong Embroidery Wall representing 
the historical connection between the 
Hmong in Minnesota and the Hmong in 
the Changsha area, and a site for a future 
cultural gift from the Changsha Hmong.  
Subsequent phases will include a Hmong 
Cultural Plaza and a Lakeside Pavilion 
with a covered walkway and an arched 
bridge.  Phalen Regional Park is also home 
to the Meditation sculpture, created by in-
ternationally renowned Changsha sculptor 
Master Lei Yixin, creator of the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Stone of Hope Memorial 
in Washington, D.C.

The Minnesota China Friendship 
Garden Society will present Changsha a 
set of five statues of Peanuts characters, 
to be installed at Yanghu Wetlands Park 
in Changsha – the ‘sister park’ to Phalen 
Regional Park since 2015. 

“This is a great project that will not 
only draw people to visit and spend their 
money on the East Side but also strengthen 
our international relationship with China,” 
said Councilmember Dai Thao.  “Thank 
you to all the staff and community leaders 
who brought this project to life.”

The China Friendship Garden is a 
multi-year, multi-million dollar project.  
The conceptual designs for the garden 
were made possible by a Legacy Fund 
grant of $50,000, and an in-kind donation 
of $30,000 from the Changsha Architec-
tural Team, Jennifer FAN Junfang and Jon 
WEN Youhua of Hunan Jianke Landscap-
ing Company. 

“We thank all those who have worked 
tirelessly for many years to make this 
dream a reality and are grateful to Dr. C.C. 
Hsiao, one of our founders, whose vision 
continues to guide us from above,” said  
Linda Mealey-Lohmann, president of the 
MN China Friendship Garden Society. ♦

Rendering of the China Friendship Garden proposed for Phalen Regional Park in St. Paul. 
(Courtesy of city of St. Paul)
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WWTT?
Guess why this van of hardhats was weaving erratically 
in and out of traffic in Chongqing? (Answer on p. 14)

Ying Li brings passion for Chinese dance 
to American students
By Jennifer Marcus Newton

A sanitation worker in Zhengzhou, 
Henan Province, was caught one morning 
giving her breakfast to an elderly blind beg-
gar.  She even went so far as to peel the egg 
for him.  The beggar dropped to his knees 
to thank her.

All was caught on camera and posted on 
social media.  Ntizens are cheering her for 
her selfless act. ♦

Cleaning 
lady shares 
breakfast

society

Ying Li was just 8 years old when she 
began studying traditional Chinese dance.  
Two years later, she added voice training to 
the mix.  And it wasn’t long before she felt 
a growing passion for both.

But instruction was demanding and 
required absolute focus, commitment and 
physical stamina.  From the get-go, Li and 
her peers were expected to approach dance 
and voice instruction like real professionals.  
There were no missed practices unless a 
student was seriously ill. 

The goal was the same for every student: 
Be the best. 

Li grew up in the northeastern coastal 
city of Dalian in China’s Liaoning Province.  
With a climate similar to Boston, Li recalls 
snowy days as she settled in for long bus 
rides across the city with her parents and 
a friend, a fellow dance student, to attend 
a prestigious arts program several times 
a week.  If her parents weren’t able to 
accompany her, her friend’s parents would 
instead. 

Dance and voice training were con-
sidered extracurricular pursuits and took 
place after the regular school day.  They 
were by invitation only.   

Though it may sound like fairly extreme 
expectations for a child, not to mention a 
grueling schedule for just about anyone, 
maintaining her commitment to pursuing 
excellence in her voice and dance training 
came naturally for Li.  She excelled at both 
and continued to study voice and dance in 
college, eventually earning a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Traditional Chinese Dance 
Education from Shenyang Conservatory 
of Music. 

Following her graduation, she was 
awarded an internship in the southern city 
of Shenzhen, Guangdong Province.  For Li, 
this would prove to be a pivotal moment in 
her artistic career, but she wouldn’t discover 
the magnitude until the final performance of 
the internship. 

On that fateful day and with no advance 
notice, her dance teacher challenged her 
with something she had never before 
tackled: improvisation.  In her many years of 
dance training, she had tirelessly rehearsed 
and mastered choreographed dance steps 

and routines before any performance.  Now, 
her teacher was asking her to take the stage 
with no preparation whatsoever and face 
an audience made up of fellow dancers and 
dance instructors. 

She wasn’t trained for this.  But she 
accepted the challenge anyway.

Feeling more than a little out of 
her element, she stepped on stage, and 
embracing the moment of uncertainty, she 
began to dance from the heart.  As she did, 
she felt something mighty powerful stir 
within. 

This momentous experience stoked a fire 
that flashed bright that day as she danced 
unrehearsed steps in front of peers and 
critics, and continues to burn today years 
after the performance.

For the next six years, Li put her talent 
and skills to work in the Children’s Palace 
in Dalian, where she was responsible for 
teaching, choreographing, physical and 
artistic training, and production perfor-
mance.She organized and coordinated 
children’s dance programs for live tele-
vision shows.

And she began to garner nationwide 
recognition and awards as a dancer, teacher 
and choreographer.

She was honored with the Gold Award 
for “Little Girl by Huaihe River” and the 
Outstanding Creative Award for “Little 
Heroine” in the Harmonious Spring Festival 
Evening Gala hosted by China Central 
TV (CCTV).  Her dance “Flower Blooms 
for the Spring” received the Gold Award 
in the Dandelion National Youth Talent 
Selection Competition.  She was named 
Outstanding Teacher of Children’s Art 
Training in Dalian, received the Outstanding 
Instructor Award in Sino-Japan-South Korea 
International Youth Arts Exhibition, and 
remains the first and only Chinese dance 
instructor in the Cowles Center’s Distance 
Learning Program.

Then with a career in full bloom in China, 
Li felt the tug of adventure pulling her in a 
brand-new direction. In 2006, she left Dalian 
and settled in Minnesota.  As with her life-
changing experience with improvisation 
as a young college graduate, adapting to a 
new culture and learning a new language 

challenged Li to stretch 
bravely towards the 
unknown.  Her one 
constant was Chinese 
dance, and it wasn’t 
long before she crossed 
paths with Teng Lili, 
principal dance teacher 
at CAAM Chinese 
Dance Theater. 

W i t h o u t  a 
moment’s hesitation, 
Teng invited her to 
join the teaching team 
at CAAM Chinese 
Dance Theater.

This new endeav-
or required a few 
additional cultural 
adaptations for Li, 
who adjusted her more 
traditional Chinese 
teaching style to align 
with her new Ameri-
can students’ expecta-
tions and experiences 
— and those of their 
parents. 

Li speaks passionately about her 
modified American teaching style, and 
it’s clear that this multicultural approach 
suits her.  Instead of encouraging each 
student to strive towards a single and 
standardized interpretation of being the 
best, a philosophy that shaped Li as a 
young dancer, she nurtures the unique 
strengths and abilities of each student and 
customizes her instruction from that point. 

No two students are alike, and that’s 
perfectly okay.

That’s not to say that Li doesn’t hold 
high expectations for each student.  Because 
she does.  She relishes the journey of helping 
to bring out each student’s personal best, and 
she doesn’t back down from maintaining 
high, professional-level expectations for 
CAAM’s performances and productions 
throughout the year. 

But Li loves to teach, and it comes as 
naturally to her as dancing and singing.  
From the littlest dancers fine-tuning 
somersaults  and basic stretches to 
seasoned adults who bring life experience 
to the complex stories set on stage, 
and the lithe teens in between who’ve 
mastered aerials and twists and turns of 
unimaginable configurations, Li nurtures 

each individual student to achieve what’s 
best for her.  Nothing more, nothing less.

CAAM’s  c rea t ive  and  cu l tu ra l 
offerings are enormously valued within 
the CAAM community, as well as the 
greater Twin Cities. Year after year, 
patrons snap up tickets for the Lunar 
New Year productions at St. Catherine 
University’s O’Shaughnessy Auditorium. 

Li proudly describes CAAM Chinese 
Dance Theater as an inclusive, tightly knit 
community of dancers and their families 
who are intertwined in the pursuit of 
learning the art of traditional Chinese 
dance.  They come together to celebrate 
Chinese culture and language, to foster 
a balanced cultural exchange of values, 
ideas, and perspectives, and, of course, the 
opportunity to strengthen physical skills 
and artistic expression.

Trained for this or otherwise, Ying Li 
wouldn’t have it any other way. ♦

CAAM Chinese Dance Theater is 
expanding its class offerings in Saint 
Paul and Richfield this fall. Check 
the current class schedule online. And 
mark your calendar for the 2018 Lu-
nar New Year production on Jan. 27 
at 7 p.m. and Jan.28 at 2 p.m. at The 
O’Shaughnessy.  Tickets sell out fast.

Photo taken by JIJUN HE.
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“City of Protest: A Recent 
History of Dissent in Hong 
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Publisher:  Penguin Books China
Publication date:  November 2017
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Antony Dapiran is a Hong Kong-based lawyer, writer and photog-
rapher.  Dapiran has written and presented extensively on China 
and Hong Kong business, politics and culture.  A contributing 
editor at Art Asia Pacific, his writing has also appeared in, among 
others, the Sydney Morning Herald, South China Morning Post, 
Nikkei Asia Review, Hong Kong Free Press, News Corp’s Busi-
ness Spectator, and the LA Review of Books’ China Blog.

All too many places have the form of 
democracy — elections — without the sub-
stance. Hong Kong, just about uniquely, has 
the opposite: most of the substance — a free 
press, independent courts, rule of law, pri-
vacy protections, etc. — without the form.  
The territory suffers having a significant 
democratic deficit, a situation that Christo-
pher Patten, the “last governor,” famously 
called “liberty without democracy”.

The checks on a largely unelected gov-
ernment include not just the courts, press 
and enough directly-elected legislators to 
stymie administration attempts to railroad 
bills through, but also the Hong Kong 
public’s predilection to turn out en masse 
when it doesn’t like something.  Large-scale 
demonstrations have over the years resulted 
not just in the government rethinking policy 
proposals, including the notorious “Article 
23” anti-sedition provisions and an ill-ad-
vised proposal for “national education,” but 
even in the resignation of Hong Kong’s first 
post-Handover Chief Executive.

The exercise of public will through 
demonstrations had a track record of per-
haps surprising success up to the so-called 
“Umbrella Revolution” of 2014, which 
singularly failed in achieving its aim of 
political reform.

Antony Dapiran’s “City of Protest” trac-
es the history of Hong Kong dissent from 
the 1966 “Star Ferry riots.”  These were 
much more violent than those in subsequent 
decades, but they also set a pattern for those 
that followed: the elevation of grassroots 
political leaders (Elsie Tu in this case) and 
causing government about-faces.

The center-piece is, of course, “Occupy 
Central” and the “Umbrella Revolution.”  
Dapiran’s placing these tumultuous few 
weeks in their broader historical context 
is, while not necessarily new, nevertheless 
useful and arguably central to an under-
standing of the political situation in Hong 
Kong today.

Dapiran also usefully places the protests 
in the context of the development of a Hong 
Kong identity, something that is perpetually 
elusive and hard to define.  He finds it to 
have developed from people increasingly 
identifying with the substance of democ-
racy that is unique to the city.  This feels 
persuasive.

Perhaps as a result, this run-through 

of Hong Kong’s history of public dissent 
reads, curiously and perhaps only impres-
sionistically, like those of the Boston-based 
lead-up to the American Revolution: the 
Stamp Tax, Boston Massacre, the relatively 
democratic local system at loggerheads with 
an unresponsive governor and an even less 
comprehending autocracy in the mother 
country.  Dapiran tells of reasoned elder 
statesmen balancing hotheads, confrontation 
and camaraderie, progressive radicalization 
and the division of the parties into distrustful 
uncomprehending camps.  This is not to say 
that Dapiran has glamorized his subjects; 
he is on the contrary rather matter-of-fact. 
But one can see here the raw material of 
creation myth.

 “Occupy Central” ironically illustrates 
both the power and limits of public demon-
stration: it succeeded in killing off the 
existing political reform process the dem-
onstrators thought inadequate, but failed to 
catalyze a replacement.  As Nicholas Gordon 
wrote in The Diplomat in 2016:

Hong Kong’s political system … is not 
particularly good at generating forward 
momentum, partly because of the limited 
vehicles through which popular will can 
guide policy.  Mass action is one way for 
members of the public to influence politics, 
but it is far better suited to blocking things 
than engendering progress.  Mass action 
can also backfire by closing off the space 
for compromise.

The net result, whether due to “Occupy 
Central” or not, was that Hong Kong was 
stuck with the inferior status quo ante.  Hong 
Kong residents in 2017 were treated to the 
irony of pan-democrat politicians exercis-
ing via the selection committee a franchise 
they had, by opposing the political reform 
on offer, played a large role in denying to 
everyone else.

Dapiran appears (wisely) reticent to pon-
tificate about current politics.  He does how-
ever posit a fundamental “disequilibrium” 
between Hong Kong’s democratic substance 
and (lack of) form, which seems as good a 
way as any of modeling the current situation.  
He also adopts a modesty not as common as 
it should be among non-local commentators, 
concluding this small and worthwhile book 
with the observation that Hong Kongers 
need to answer questions about their place 
in the world “for themselves.” ♦

About the reviewer
Peter Gordon is the editor of The Asian Review of Books and founder of Hong Kong’s online bookseller 

Paddyfield.  He set up and was the inaugural chair of the Man Asian Literary Prize and was one of the founders 
and organizers of the original Hong Kong International Literary Festival. 

He has also been involved in international trade and investment development, and set up the Russian Trade 
Association (a chamber of commerce) in Hong Kong in 1994.  He wrote regular editorial columns for Hong 
Kong’s English-language dailies for several years and is co-author of a previous Penguin China special, “The 
Silver Way: China, Spanish America and the Birth of Globalisatiion, 1565-1815.”

English Language 
Teachers

arts & culture

This hour-long modern-day celebration 
comprises of 37 different parts that are carefully 
and choreographed precisely.  It starts at day-
break with three drum rolls and a procession of 
musicians in Ming Dynasty-style red robes and 
black hats, dancers dressed in Soong and Ming 
Dynasty-style yellow silk robes with dark blue 
waistbands and black hats, and political leaders, 
school principals and students. Then the temple 
gates are opened (only for the Confucian cer-
emony).  The spirit of Confucius is welcomed 
into the temple.  And after three bows, food 
and drink, which traditionally included a pig, 
a cow, and a goat, are offered as a sacrifice to 
Confucius.  These days, fresh fruits and other 
offerings have replaced the livestock at most 
ceremonies.  After the “sacrifices,” ceremonial 
music known as “The Song of Peace” is played 
on traditional Chinese instruments and incense is 
offered accompanied by chanting by the minks.  
Then after another round of three bows, each 
official group makes a presentation.

The sacrificial food is then removed to 
symbolize it has been eaten by the spirit of 
Confucius.  His spirit is then escorted out of 
the temple and a final round of three bows 
precedes the burning of “spirit money.”  At 
this point, participants exit and the ceremony 
concludes.  A last “act” includes participants’ 
eating of the “wisdom cake” - a special rice 
cake that will bring luck and wisdom for the 
coming year.

Since 2014, Hong Kong has designated 
the third Sunday each September as Con-
fucian Day.  However, locals do not seem 
to be aware of any real celebrations, and 
even the Tourism Board’s website has no 
information!

On the other hand, in Taipei, Taiwan, 
celebrations are a main attraction for foreign 
tourists.  Typically, all Confucian temples 
celebrate the day on Sept. 28 (Teachers’ 
Day).

Descendants of Confucius usually hold 
a private ceremony at 5 a.m. that day at the 
temple in Taipei’s Dalongdong district.  

The public portion of Taiwan’s Grand 
Ceremony Dedicated to Confucius begins 
at 6 a.m. with drum rolls, musicians and 
dancers in traditional costumes and is very 
similar to the one in Beijing.  Schoolchildren 
perform a choreographed l plume dance 
in traditional costumes and older culinary 
school students prepare the 27 courses 
commonly eaten during the Confucian era.  
The president presents awards to senior 
teachers (Teachers’ Day.  In years where 
lineal descendants attend, they are presented 
with bronze ritual implements in the image 
of Confucius.
• Image pales to the sage’s sayings.  Fol-

lowing are a few choice ones:
• Real knowledge is to know the extent of 

one’s ignorance.
• The strength of a nation derives from the 

integrity of the home.
• In a country well governed, poverty is 

something to be ashamed of.  In a country 
badly governed, wealth is something to 
be ashamed of.

• You cannot open a book without learning 
something

• And to all those hell-bent on tearing down 
national monuments: Study the past, if 
you would divine the future. ♦

Confucius’ birthday
continued from page 8
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I first met Alex Woodson, son of prolific 
community event planner Patti Yin Simp-
son, about six years ago, when he returned 
to the Twin Cities area from Dallas.

Woodson was recently a speaker to a 
group of middle school Chinese exchange 
students visiting from Loudi, organized by 
Global Learning Alliance.  His talk was on 
physical fitness and nutrition.  Needless to 
say, the students were very impressed with 
his talk and while physical fitness is not 
something Chinese spend much time on, he 
encouraged them to do exercises that did not 
require fancy gym equipment, and stressed 
the importance of a healthy diet. 

How did Woodson develop an interest 
in physical fitness?  He noted he had a keen 
interest in bodybuilding at an early age, 
where he’d exercise in front of the TV when 
watching early morning shows.  Since this 
was before the days of the internet, 1988, 
Woodson would learn how to work out from 
magazines.  He’d study every page in an 
effort to find the best ways to pack on mus-
cle.  It wasn’t until he entered his first high 
school gym session that he used weights for 
the very first time.  At that exact moment, 
he knew what he wanted from life - keeping 
fit and enjoying a life of strength and health 
turned out to be his passion, and career.

Upon his return to the Twin Cities, he 
did not want to just get a job and build a 
career from scratch, so he decided to pursue 
his passion.  He started his personal training 
career, training clients at a big-box gym.  
After about a year, he was promoted to the 
gym's top trainer position, amassing more 
than 50 clients a week and running suc-
cessful weekly boot camps.  He has gained 
extensive experience training both men and 
women of all ages for both weight loss and 
muscle gain, and specializes in strengthen-
ing as well as toning clients up while also 
building their endurance and strengthening 
their core and balance.  Woodson has since 
moved on to work for himself as an indepen-
dent trainer, which allowed him to provide 
a more exclusive and personalized service 
to training his clients. 

Woodson’s competition experience 
started in 2014 when he started competing in 
bodybuilding shows in the men’s physique 
category.  He wanted to set a goal to compete 
and get his body into the best shape ever!  

After enjoying success in his first show by 
becoming the overall men’s physique cham-
pion for that show, he decided to continue 
on to a national level show and try to turn 
pro, which he did that same year.

I first met Alex Woodson, son of prolific 
community event planner Patti Yin Simp-
son, about six years ago, when he returned 
to the Twin Cities area from Dallas.

Woodson was recently a speaker to a 
group of middle school Chinese exchange 
students visiting from Loudi, organized by 
Global Learning Alliance.  His talk was on 
physical fitness and nutrition.  Needless to 
say, the students were very impressed with 
his talk and while physical fitness is not 
something Chinese spend much time on, he 
encouraged them to do exercises that did not 
require fancy gym equipment, and stressed 
the importance of a healthy diet. 

How did Woodson develop an interest 
in physical fitness?  He noted he had a keen 
interest in bodybuilding at an early age, 
where he’d exercise in front of the TV when 
watching early morning shows.  Since this 
was before the days of the internet, 1988, 
Woodson would learn how to work out from 
magazines.  He’d study every page in an 
effort to find the best ways to pack on mus-
cle.  It wasn’t until he entered his first high 
school gym session that he used weights for 
the very first time.  At that exact moment, 
he knew what he wanted from life - keeping 
fit and enjoying a life of strength and health 
turned out to be his passion, and career.

Upon his return to the Twin Cities, he 
did not want to just get a job and build a 
career from scratch, so he decided to pursue 
his passion.  He started his personal training 
career, training clients at a big-box gym.  
After about a year, he was promoted to the 
gym’s top trainer position, amassing more 
than 50 clients a week and running suc-
cessful weekly boot camps.  He has gained 
extensive experience training both men and 
women of all ages for both weight loss and 
muscle gain, and specializes in strengthen-
ing as well as toning clients up while also 
building their endurance and strengthening 
their core and balance.  Woodson has since 
moved on to work for himself as an indepen-
dent trainer, which allowed him to provide 
a more exclusive and personalized service 
to training his clients. 

Woodson’s competition 
experience started in 2014 
when he started competing 
in bodybuilding shows in 
the men’s physique catego-
ry.  He wanted to set a goal 
to compete and get his body 
into the best shape ever!  
After enjoying success in 
his first show by becoming 
the overall men’s physique 
champion for that show, he 
decided to continue on to 
a national level show and 
try to turn pro, which he 
did that same year.  Wood-
son has competed in both 
Masters Class (over 35 & 
40) and Open Class (no age 
limit) at the local, national 
and pro levels.  He has 

earned the designations of Certified Per-
sonal Trainer and International Federation 
of Body Building  Men’s Physique.
Highlights of his competitive 
history are: 
• Men’s Physique Overall Champion - 2014 

NPC Minnesota Gopher State Classic
• 1st Place Masters Class A (Earned IFBB 

Pro Card) - 2014 NPC North American 
Nationals in Pittsburgh

• 3rd Place Masters & 16th Place Open - 
2015 IFBB Tampa Pro

• 10th Place Open - 2015 IFBB Dallas Pro
• 2nd Place - 2015 IFBB Pittsburgh Mas-

ters Pro
• 3rd Place Masters - 2016 IFBB Denver 

Mile High Pro
• 5th Place Open -  2016 IFBB Denver 

Mile High Pro
• 3rd Place Open - 2016 IFBB Dallas 

Europa
• 7th Place Open - 2016 IFBB Chicago Pro
• **Noted: Placed top 10 in all three 2016 

shows. Earned 4 Olympia Qualification 
Points in 2016 IFBB Season

What keeps him motivated?  Woodson 
indicated that now is a little different than 
what it was when he started to get back in 
shape about five to six years ago.  Then it 
was just to get back in shape because he’d 
always loved lifting weights and fitness, 
and for a few years, he had let it go and let 
his body go, so he was just motivated to 
get back into a respectable shape.  When 
he started competing, his motivation for his 
first show was to get into the best shape of 
his life and to see how well he could do in 
a show.  Once he did his first show and did 
well, his motivation had always been to do 
better, to always try to improve on his best 
from his previous show.  Also, being one of 
the older guys in the IFBB, he’s motivated 
to try and compete at the highest level with 
the younger guys.  His goal is to make it to 

the Olympia stage (the pinnacle of body-
building) and to be one of the oldest to do 
so.  He recently turned 46, which is old for 
competitive body builders. 

His motivation also comes from inspir-
ing other guys who are near or past his age, 
to show them that they can still get their 
bodies into amazing shape with the disci-
pline and drive to do so.  Lastly, now that 
he has gotten some recognition on social 
media over the past year, he’s motivated to 
keep inspiring people young and old from 
around the world, to push for the physique 
they desire, and to help others along the way.  
Actually, when he posted on his Instagram 
account last year that he was 45, there was 
some skepticism and questions that perhaps 
he was using unacceptable methods in his 
training, for which there was absolutely no 
proof and accusations unfounded.  It did, 
however, resulted in a 10-fold increase in 
his followers.

Although he would like to primarily 
help train serious competitive body build-
ers, he is anxious to help anyone interested 
in improving their physical and nutritional 
condition.  He wants to be flexible so a cli-
ent can decide whether to use a studio gym 
in Minnetonka or Eden Prairie, or he can 
travel to the client’s home or place of busi-
ness.  He states on his website, http://www.
aw-fitness.com/, “I will provide you with the 
knowledge, instruction, and a customized 
workout plan and nutritional guidance to 
help achieve your fitness goals in a timely 
manner.  Working with me on your exercise 
and nutrition together will yield you the best 
results in the shortest amount of time.  You 
can’t do one and not the other, and expect 
good results.  It’s a combination of both and 
I’ll take the guesswork out of it and show 
you how, leaving you more time to focus on 
other aspects of your life.”  He also offers 
online coaching for those not in the area. ♦  Before (l) and after (r)

Local Chinese American 
pursues career as fitness 
trainer and award-
winning bodybuilder
By Greg Hugh
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C100’s 2017 public perceptions opinion survey finds 
rising levels of distrust

A new survey conducted by the Committee 
of 100 (C100) – a nonprofit organization of prom-
inent Chinese American leaders from politics, 
business, media and entertainment and academia 
– underscores that a majority of Americans view 
cooperation and bridge-building between the two 
countries as “critical” and recognize the benefits 
of increased trade and investment, and cultural ex-
changes.  Americans are, however, wary of China’s 
economic and military intentions.

According to C100’s Chairman Frank Wu, 
the C100’s landmark survey is intended to pro-
vide unique, comprehensive, and comparative 
information to better understand and enhance 
U.S.-China relations.  The report also allows for 

a comparison of attitude changes over the last 
decade in both the U.S. and China 

“The aim of this survey is to determine 
American attitudes toward China, and Chinese 
attitudes toward the United States, in order to 
explore the most salient issues in U.S.-China 
relations.  Now more than ever, it is more crucial 
than ever to find paths to mutual understanding 
and stronger bilateral relations.  The study illu-
minates the hopes and fears of Americans and 
Chinese people for U.S.-China relations, and 
can be used to foster more fact-based dialogue 
and decision-making,” said Wu.

The Committee of 100’s Public Perceptions 
Opinion Survey project began in 1994 and pro-

duced reports in 2001, 2005, 2007, 2012 and 
2017.  The report covered 79 questions showing 
responses in China and the United States from 
four target respondent groups: the general public, 
business leaders, policy experts, and journalists.
Key highlights:
• The survey found that favorable views of the oth-

er country have declined: 55 percent of Chinese 
say they have a favorable impression of the U.S., 
down from 59 percent in 2012, while 48 percent 
of Americans have a favorable view of China, 
down from 55 percent in 2012.

• Chinese have become less trusting of America: 
Only 15 percent of Chinese think China should 
trust America, down from 36 percent in 2012.

• However, Americans and Chinese also agree on 
areas of U.S.-China Collaboration: For the first 
time, Americans and Chinese are in agreement 
about the areas in which both countries would 
benefit from working together: trade, global 
financial stability and the environment.  In addi-
tion, North Korea has proved to be a common 
area of concern and desired collaboration.

• Chinese optimism at all-time high: More 
Chinese than ever (92 percent) think China 
is headed on the right track, with a majority 
believing China will surpass the U.S. as the 
world’s leading superpower.

Other findings from the survey 
include:
• Concerns about cybersecurity are on 

Americans’ minds.  Americans cite cy-
bersecurity as the top likely source of 
conflict between the two countries, along 
with trade.  Concern for the threat of 
cybersecurity doubled in importance for 
Americans from 11 percent in 2012 to 24 

percent in 2017.
• China has serious concerns about the 

United States’ military presence in Asia.  
79 percent of Chinese see America’s mili-
tary power as a potential to serious threat.  
72 percent see the disputes over the claims 
in the South China Sea as a regional issue 
rather than an international one.

• Environmental concerns are at an all-time 
high when it comes to individuals.  60 
percent of Americans and 79 percent of 
Chinese (the highest percentage yet in 
the last decade) personally worry about 
climate change.

• U.S.-Chinese trade relations are a top pri-
ority. Over 80 percent of both Americans 
and Chinese agree that trade with China is 
beneficial to the U.S. economy.  Both Amer-
icans (75 percent) and Chinese (74 percent) 
also agree that products from China benefit 
American consumers.

• Millennials in the United States driving up 
support for China.  72 percent of American 
millennials value

• China as the most important partner com-
pared to 64 percent of the general public.

•  Desp i te  these  cha l lenges ,  bo th 
American and Chinese citizens want 
to be invested in each other’s future.  
88 percent of American millennials 
think positively of the Chinese lan-
guage being taught in U.S. schools 
(82 percent general public)’ and 86 
percent (78 percent general public) 
think the increase of Chinese stu-
dents studying in the U.S.  is good 
for America. ♦

WWTT?answer

It was a case of extreme carpooling!.  
When the cops pulled it over the six-seat-
er van and asked all its occupants to line 
up on the sidewalk, they sensed this was 
worth videotaping.  (Blurry pics are off 
the video tape!)

Every one of the 40 passengers wore 
a yellow hardhat and orange vest.  They 
were construction workers carpooling to 
a job site.  The vehicle was so packed the 
passengers kept jostling the driver, caus-
ing him to drive erratically.  The van was 
impounded and the driver was ticketed for 
“overloading a vehicle.”

What were they thinking?
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What prison sentences for Hong Kong’s pro-
democracy activists mean
By Elaine Dunn

Hong Kong, the former British crown 
colony, just suffered a major setback 20 years 
after returning to Chinese rule.

Aug. 17, 2017, will mark a dark chapter in 
Hong Kongers’ struggle for democracy – three 
prominent student leaders received prison 
terms from China’s Court of Appeals for their 
roles in the 2014 Umbrella Revolution protests 
against Beijing’s meddling in the 2017 chief 
executive nomination process.

Overturning last year’s lower court sen-
tences, sentences the three had already com-

pleted, the vice president of the Court of Ap-
peals wrote in his judgment, “The freedom of 
assembly is never absolute … the court must 
uphold the importance of public order …”

Joshua Wong, face of the Umbrella 
Revolution and youngest of the three, who 
originally was sentenced to community 
service, was sentenced to six months in prison.  
Alex Chow originally received a suspended 
three-week jail tern was sentenced to seven 
months in prison; and Nathan Law’s original 
community service sentence turned into eight 
months prison time because he was charged 
with “inciting others to participate in unlawful 
assembly” also.  The prison sentences preclude 
them from seeking public office for five years.

Before the court proceedings, pro-
democracy supporters chanted: We are all 
Joshua Wong!  We are all Nathan Law!  We 
are all Alex Chow!”  After sentencing, they 

chanted “Shame on the Department of Justice” 
and “Release the three of them” inside the 
court.

Flanked by his codefendants outside the 
courthouse, Wong vowed they would continue 
the battle for freedom and democracy.  “Time 
is on our side and one 
day Hong Kong will 
be a place we can 
determine our own 
future.  We love Hong 
Kong,” he said.  The 
three were taken into 
immediate custody.  

The harsher sen-
tences imposed is an-
other sign of Beijing’s 
intent to crush Hong 
Kong’s pro-democra-
cy movement.  

The Human Rights 
Watch’s director for 
China issued a statement regarding the 
overturning of the lower court’s sentences: 
“The outlandish application seeking jail 
time is not about public order, but is instead 
a craven political move to keep the trio out 
of the Legislative Council, as well as deter 
future protests.”

Another chilling point to consider: Is Hong 
Kong’s judiciary system also under threat from 
Beijing?  In an interview with TIME, an ad-
junct law professor at the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong said, “… public perception that 
the judiciary could be buckling under pressure 
not only from the [local] administration but 

also from Beijing.  There are widespread 
suspicions among pro-democracy politicians, 
NGO activists, lawyers and liberal intellec-
tuals that the last line of defense for [Hong 
Kong’s] high degree of autonomy – judicial 
independence – is in the process of being 

breached.” 
In  an  Aug .  19 

“Opinion” piece (Hong 
Kong’s Political Pris-
oners), the Wall Street 
Journal mentioned 
China’s third-ranking 
Politburo member say-
ing “Beijing is deter-
mined to consolidate 
its control over Hong 
Kong … the judiciary 
is subordinate to the 
executive branch …” 

Two decades ago as 
Hong Kong was about 

to be turned over to China, Hong Kong was 
a model of prosperity and efficiency.  There 
was hope that one day other Chinese cities 
might also enjoy prosperity and freedom of 
expression like Hong Kong, a place with 
rule of law.  Now, as Wong puts it, Hong 
Kong has become a place that is “rule by 
law,” and democracy is in decline.

It remains to be seen whether this 
latest move will strengthen the younger 
generation’s momentum for working 
toward increased democracy or whether 
the clampdown will deter their enthusiasm 
for activism. ♦

“
They can silence 

protests, remove us 
from the legislature 
and lock us up.  But 
they will not win the 
hearts and minds of 

Hongkongers.       
— tweet from Joshua Wong “Joshua Wong, cover of the Oct. 6, 2014, 

TIME international edition, said then, 
“Political reform is not going to come 
from going to meetings … We had to do 
radical action because our leaders did 
nothing.

Scene outside courthouse as officers 
try to clear path to prison van through 
pro-democracy supporters.

Celebrate an Ancient Chinese 
Tradition

A group of 30 skilled Chinese lan-
tern makers have been working hard at 
assembling colorful silk-like lanterns at 
Canterbury Park, 1100 Canterbury Road, 
Shakopee, since August, preparing for 
the six-week long Lantern Light Festival 
beginning Sept. 7.

The artisans are from Zigong, the 
founding city of China’s Lantern Festival 
where lantern-making is a skill handed 
down from generation to generation.  

There will be hundreds of lanterns 
in a kaleidoscope of colors, shapes 
and themes, including a 400-foot long 
dragon, a giant panda, lantern tunnels, 
flowers and dolphins illuminated by 

LED lighting, giving them their radi-
ant, three-dimensional stained-glass 
appearance.  “Minnesota themed lan-
terns include a Prince tribute and Paul 
Bunyan,” said a festival official.

Besides the lanterns, there will be 
Chinese acrobats and live music per-
formances, a variety of American and 
Asian cuisine, a Chinese “market,” a 
Forbidden City Maze and a Wishing 
Tree where visi tors can seek good 
fortune. 

The Lantern Light Festival runs 
Thursday through Sunday nights, Sept. 
7-Oct. 22.  Hours are 6-11 p.m., Sept. 
7-Oct.  1 and 5-11 p.m., Oct.  5-22.  
Tickets may be purchased on site or 
online at lanternnightfestival.com. ♦

The Lantern Light 
Festival

Global MInnesota in partnership with 
MN Trade Office and University of Minne-
sota China Center will welcome a special 
delegation from Shaanxi Province for a 
three-day visit in honor of the 35th anniver-
sary of the state’s cooperation and exchange 
with Shaanxi Province.

The Shaanxi Folk Music Orchestra (Chi-

na’s oldest) will perform at the Frederick R. 
Weisman Art Museum at 333 E River Pkwy, 
Minneapolis, on Sunday, Sept. 17, 6-8 p.m.  
Tickets can be purchased online atwww.
globalminnesota.org/event/.

Shaanxi provincial government recently 
gifted three scholars’ boulders to the Land-
scape Arboretum’s new Chinese Garden.♦

Ever heard of Shandong cooking?  It 
is the favored cuisine of the royal palace 
and government banquets.  Also known as 
Lu Cai, it has the longest history of China’s 
eight major cuisines.  Intrigued?  You can 
have a taste of it on Sept. 6, 7 p.m., at the 
Qilu Food Night at Peking Garden Restau-
rant, 1488 University Ave. W., St. Paul.  

A Chinese Food Prosperity delegation 
with five chefs is in Minnesota to prepare 
Lu Cai dishes using local ingredients.  Seat-
ing will be limited to 100 and details are 
available on WeChat’s “Mingzhou Chinese 
World.”  For groups of 10 or more, contact 
mncsc8@gmail.com. ♦

Celebrate 35 years of 
Sister State relation with 
Shaanxi Province

events

Qilu Food 
Night: food 
for royals

T h e  2 0 1 7  C A A PA M  ( C h i n e s e 
American Academic & Professional 
Associat ion in Minnesota)  Annual 
Conference will be held at North Oaks 
Golf Club at 54 East Oaks Road, North 
Oaks, MN 55127 (Tel: 651-484-9627) 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday Sept. 17.  

The theme of the conference is 
“New Cogitation of Humanities and 
Technology.”  The four speakers are:
•  Professor Pi-Nian Chang (University 
o f  M i n n e s o t a )  o n  “ We l l n e s s  o f 
Chinese American Seniors” (Chinese 
presentation)
•  P r o f e s s o r  J u d y  T z u - C h u n  Wu 
(University of California, Irvine) on 
“What  Chinese  Amer ican  His tory 
Teaches Us about Immigration Politics 
and U.S.-China Relations under Trump 

(English presentation)
•  Professor Junaed Sattar (University 
of Minnesota) on “Living with Truly 
In te l l igent  Machines  -Percept ion , 
Cognition, Learning and  Locomotion 
fo r  Human-Robo t  Co l l abora t ion” 
(English presentation)
•  Dr. Peter Chu (ASE Holdings) on 
“The Next Generation of Aircrafts 
and Advanced Fuel Efficient Engines” 
(Chinese presentation)

Registration fee of $40 (adults, 
$10 for students) includes lunch and 
refreshments.  To register, please mail 
your registration form (www.caapam.
org) and check (payable to CAAPAM) 
to CAAPAM,P.O. Box 25767,Woodbury, 
MN 55125 by September. ♦

CAAPAM Conference
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Dong children’s
continued from page 8

The image above shows a young Dong 
mother carrying  her baby the traditional way 
– in a baby “carrier”  -- a square of material 
with strips of material from each corner  that 
the mother ties tightly together  in front of 
herself.  The baby “carriers” are hand- made 
of Dong brocade with special designs meant 
to bring the baby happiness, good luck and 
fortune.   Baby carriers allow the mother to 
perform daily chores while keeping her baby 
close by on her back.
Baby blanket/quilt

Generally used for one-month-old 
babies.  According to Dong custom, baby 
clothes should not be made before the baby 
is born.  The Dong people put a premium on 
the sewing process of the baby blanket/quilt.  
The blanket/quilt is tailored after certain 
sacrificial rituals have been performed on 
an auspicious day.  It is believed the baby 
blankets will prevent evils and bring the 
baby good luck and fortune in his/her life 
if made according to Dong tradition and 
customs.   Usually, the blankets are made 
by the maternal grandmother.  The Dong 
brocade used is traditionally left at the home 
of the maternal grandparents’  before their 
daughter is married.  Although the process 
of sewing clothes is very solemn and sacred, 
only simple styles of blanket are made for 
babies to wear because of their tender body 
and bones. 
Children pants and waistcoats

Dong little boys  usually wear cotton 
open-crotch pants and an upper garment 
with buttons down the front, or on the right 
or left armpit, while little girls wear a short 
skirt or casual  open-crotch pants  with the 
same upper garment as the boys’. 

In winter, both Dong boys and girls up 

to age 3 wear waistcoats (instead of aprons) 
made of Dong brocade on top of overcoats 
during the day time.  The patterns and style 
of the waistcoats are many and with differ-
ent designs of lucky animals and flowers in 
Dong culture to bring the children happiness, 
good luck and fortune.  Animals used in 
waistcoats include magpies, carps, golden 
roosters for prevention of evil spirits and 
bringing happiness, good luck and fortune.
Shoulder pads / bibs

The children’s shoulder pads  are made of  
Dong brocade  in  different shapes:   round, 
square,  rectangular.  They are usually worn 
by very young boys and girls of 1.5 years 
old and  serve as bibs to protect their clothes 
from getting dirty. 
Hats

Dong children’s hats are numerous in 
variety with different materials and shapes 
meant to protect the wearers from evils and 
bring blessings upon them e in their life.  
Some are in the shape of a dog-head , or  that 
of a tile, lotus.  Some have top pleats, some 
are like turbans, or Buddha-style as showed 
in the following pictures

The hat  in the photo below  is sewn with 
the images of the traditional Chinese 18 Ar-
hats (disciples of Buddha)  made of jade or 
silver, carved with patterns of dragon, phoe-
nix, unicorn, or graphs of flowers and birds, 
in the front, with six to eight silver bells 
decorated at the back.  that hat looks like.

Some are shaped like drum towers or 
house roofs, which symbolizes that babies 
may be freed from ghosts and evil spirits.
Belly-wraps

It is quite popular for Dong boys and girls  
to wear belly-wraps under the age of 2 or 3 
years old, tied closely around their chest and 
belly to protect them from catching a cold.  
The belly-wraps are, you guwaaws it,  made 

of Dong brocade with different colors 
and designs . 

Although Dong women are still 
hand-weaving and dyeing cloth for 
their clothing, modern technology is 
encroaching upon the Dongs.  Nowaw-
adays, it is not uncommon to find ma-
chine-woven cloth printed in black and 
purple or black and blue for making 
Dong clothing.  .Let us hope that the 
cultural costumes for children will be 
continued to be hand-made in handwo-
ven brocade despite the time and effort 
taken to make them. ♦

Dong mother and her baby in a Dong baby 
carrier ----Photo from http://blog.sina.cn

Dong baby in blanket--- Photo by Wu Jilian

Dong mother and her child in typical Dong 
outfits.  Photo by Shi Xiafeng 

Dong rectangular shoulder pad-.  Photo by Wu 
Xiuzhen

Round & square shoulder pads.  Photo by Wu Jinyao Photo by Shi Xiafeng

Dong children’s hat---Photo from  https://
baike.baidu.com/item/

Dong children’s hats.  Photo by Shi Xiafeng  

Girl in a belly-wrap (with diamond-pattern and trimmed 
with lace on the surface) .  Photo from Dong ethnical 
style network

Dong waistcoat .  Photo by Zhangling

Dong mother and her child in waistcoat and hat-.  
Photo by Huang Shengxue  


