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You read it right! Sushi is Japanese. But Su Shi is a renowned Chinese calligrapher and poet.  Local artist Pat 
Hui created an exhibit to honor Su. Arrange a private viewing of samples of Su’s writings. (p. 9)

People

Young local Andrew Moy plays 
lead role in “Shrek the Musical” 
at Hopkins’ Stages Theatre 
Company
By Greg Hugh

Government & Politics, p. 14

Su Shi is Chinese

Community Snapshots, p. 16
Although only 17 years old, Andrew 

Moy has been performing in local theater 
since he was 8 years old. Moy is now star-
ring in his 10th play at the Stages Theatre 
in Hopkins. “Shrek the Musical” is a rous-
ing fairy tale adventure of an ogre-turned-
unlikely-hero who galumphs onto the main 
stage. This Tony Award-winning musical is 
based on the Oscar-winning DreamWorks 
Animation film. A wise-cracking donkey, a 
feisty princess, a short-tempered villain, a 
cookie with an attitude and dozens of fairy 
tale misfits stir up the kind of muddled may-
hem that calls for a real hero. Fortunately, 
Shrek is on his way!

Not only is it unusual for a Chinese 
American youngster to be interested in 

acting on stage, Moy says he was always 
interested in performing, and as far back 
as he can remember. He enjoyed and was 
always performing before a captive audi-
ence, his family. Although his parents, Steve 
and Linda Moy, did not push him to act, 
they did enroll him into the FAIR School, 
a public 9-12 grade fine arts school located 
in downtown Minneapolis that is rooted in 
innovation and creativity. 

During his childhood, Moy was fasci-
nated with magic and learned to perform 
magic tricks. He remarked that it was his 
dream to one day host a game show .He 
auditioned for his first role in his fourth 
grade play, but did not get a part. However, 
his teachers encouraged him to continue to 

Andrew Moy
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As we reach the midpoint of summer, 
many are starting their countdown to the 
Great Minnesota Get-Together, otherwise 
known as the Minnesota State Fair that starts 
on Aug. 24 and runs until Sept.  4.  Another 
fun outdoor activity, the Renaissance Fes-
tival, begins on Aug.19. 

Also, everyone is invited by the City of 
Minneapolis to an event on Sunday, July 
16, as it celebrates all 12 of the Minneapolis 
Sister Cities with FREE entertainment and 
refreshments on Nicollet Island Pavilion, 
Minneapoli s.  This family event will spot-
light the 25th anniversary of Minneapolis’ 
Sister City relationship with Harbin, China.  
See announcement on page 15. 

If you’d rather just stay in and absorb 
some Chinese history and culture, we rec-
ommend watching “The Story of China” 
written and presented by historian Michael 
Wood.  Wood explores the history of the 
world’s oldest continuous states, from the 
ancient past to the present day.  The series 
started mid-June on TPT, but you can go to 
www.pbs.org/story-china/home/ for details 

and streaming of the series. 
Another indoor choice is to go see 

“Shrek, the Musical,” now playing at the 
Stages Theatre.  This might be your last 
chance to see a local Chinese performer, An-
drew Moy, on stage locally.  See page 13 for 
details.  Finally, if you’d like to learn about 
Pat Hui’s exhibit on Su Shi, see page 9.

Appearing on page 5, is an exclusive 
China Insight interview with Vivian Wei 
Wu, an investigative reporter and new media 
scholar from mainland China.  While it is a 
long article, it definitely demonstrates how 
good American journalists have it here as 
compared to China.  The article is a good 
reminder for us not to take our freedoms 
for granted.

China Insight is also pleased to an-
nounce that we will be adding a new feature 
titled “Community Snapshots” as presented 
on page 16.  This feature will allow us to 
include coverage of all kinds of events, 
whether business, nonprofits, personal, edu-
cational or otherwise.  We invite everyone 
in the community to submit and share items 

that otherwise might not be covered.  Just 
submit a high resolution photo along with 
a caption for our review.

Please note that China Insight will not 
publishing a separate issue for August.  Our 
hardworking volunteer staff needs a break.  
We will return in September.

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy the 
rest of the summer and thank you for your 
continued support.  Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me if you have any comments or 
ideas to share on how China Insight can bet-
ter serve the Chinese-American community.

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh                                                                                                                                             
Publisher – CEO                                                                                                                                              
ghugh@chinainsight.info
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By the numbers
Deadly toy

1997-2017: 
how Hong 
Kong life 
changed 

Prince Charles and the last Governor of 
Hong Kong, Chris Patten, stepped aboard 
the royal yacht Britannia minutes before 
midnight, July 1, 1997.  At the stroke 
of midnight, life in Hong Kong forever 
changed.  From a thriving capitalist financial 
center of Asia, the Pearl of the Orient, the 
former British colony became China’s SAR 
– Special Administrative Region.

Good and bad, below are some notable 
changes during the past 20 years.

1842  marked the end of the first Opium 
War.  Chinese emperor ceded Hong Kong 
Island to the British.  In 1860, end of the 
second Opium War, China ceded Kowloon 
Peninsula as well.  To add another buffer 
zone between China and Hong Kong, the 
British leased the New Territories from 
the Chinese in 1898 for 99 years.  This 
last act is probably the undoing of British 
Hong Kong!

490  meters is the height of Hong Kong’s 
current tallest building, the International 
Commerce Centre.  In 1997, its tallest 
building, city Centre, measured 374 meters 
only.

399,100  USD is the price of a 451-SF 
apartment in an average residential area in 
1997.  That cost has doubled in 2017.  For 
luxury homes, the price increase is even 
more dramatic: from USD 1.13 million for 
a 1,124-sq. ft. property in 1997 to USD 2.7 
million in 2017.  

11 percent was the average mortgage 
interest rate in 1998.  It has dropped to 2.15 
percent today.

6.5  million was the population in 1997.  It 
is now at 7.4. million.

630  persons increase per square kilometer 
in 20 years, from 6,160 per sq km to 
6,790 per sq. km.  One square kilometer is 
approximately 0.4 square mile.

173,585.51  USD was Hong Kong’s GDP 
in 1997.  It stands at 318,874.66 USD in 
2016.

2.2  percent was the unemployment rate in 
1997  It has risen to 3.4 percent by 2016.

10.4  million tourists visited Hong Kong in 
1997.  Today, that number is at 56.6 million, 
many from the mainland.

1,995  companies are listed on the current 
Hong Kong Exchange.  Of those, 989 
(approximately 60 percent) were mainland 
companies and 856 were Hong Kong 
companies.  In 1997, only  approximately 
20 percent listed companies were Mainland 
companies.

1,379  regional headquarters of businesses 
were located in Hong Kong at the end 
of 2016.  That number was 903 in 1997.  
Hong Kong has  hung on to its position as 
a regional financial hub so far. ♦

U.S. parents have the fidget spinner to 
worry about, and Chinese parents have 
the toothpick crossbow to contend with.  
Yep, a toy that fires toothpicks with such 
force they can pierce through Styrofoam 
cups and soda cans.  Available at local 
toy shops and online for 10 yuan, par-
ents are calling on the government to 
ban them before kids get hurt.  Some 
cities have banned their sale while po-
lice in others have issued warnings. ♦

Killer books
A couple coughed constantly.  Their 

young child had rhinitis.  They spent 
approximately US$1,200 on medical 
“treatment” but nothing worked.  Doc-
tors could not figure what was causing 
their illness.  The woman requested 
the municipal authorities to test the 
air quality in their apartment and the 
results showed “excessive levels” of 
formaldehyde in every room, with the 
bookshelves registering the highest lev-
els.  The couple are voracious readers.  
Between the two of them, they had tens 
of thousands of books stacked all over 
the flat, and formaldehyde is present in 
printing inks! 

They were advised to get rid of some 
books, limit them to one area in their 
home, and to improve ventilation! ♦

Geopolitical time bomb
According to Chinese President 

Xi Jinping, Sino-Russian relations are 
“at their best time in history.”  China 
announced a US$10 billion fund for 
cross-border infrastructure projects.  
But Chinese investment and presence in 
the region is fueling fear in the Soviets.  
The Chinese needs Russia’s land, natu-
ral resources and markets.  The influx 
of Chinese migrants is often perceived 
by locals as an expression of China’s de 
facto territorial expansion.

The Russians are suspect of how 
Chinese funded projects will affect its 
economy even though the Russians 
need Chinese labor resources, money 
and technologies.  Unless President 
Vladimir Putin can convince more Rus-
sians to move to the Russian Far East 
regions, learn Chinese and interact with 
them, the growing Chinese presence is 
regarded as a growing time bomb. ♦

Ivory bust
Hong Kong customs opened a 40-ft 

container of “frozen fish” from Malay-
sia to find its largest ivory bust in 30 
years.  The almost eight tons of high 
quality elephant tusk is estimated to be 
worth US$9.2 million.  Three people of 
a “trading company” have been arrested.

Hong Kong hopes to eliminate ivo-
ry’s trade and commercial use by 2021.  
Banning the possession of ivory carv-
ings and trophies is also on the books.  

(Wonder if someone was paid extra 
to arrange the tusks “artistically?”) ♦

Buzzed graduate
Twenty sixth-graders from a Jinan 

primary school in Shandong Province ar-
ranged a banquet at a hotel to celebrate 
their upcoming graduation. Turns out the 
soon-to-be-middle-schoolers also had their 
refreshment ready – erguotou, an alcoholic 
drink made from sorghum with alcohol level 
of 56 percent! 

One 13-year-old consumed seven bottles 
and had to be rushed to the hospital to have 
his stomach pumped out.  He spent three 
days in intensive care. 

Of course the hotel owner and nearby 
supermarkets said they had no idea where 
the kids got their alcohol!

Bad parenting 
A 37-year-old father flew into a rage and 

beat his young daughter in a supermarket 
in Jiangsu Province. Her sin? She took her 
younger brother to the store to buy him 
some snacks. The girl cowered as she saw 
her father approaching, witnesses said, in-
dicating she anticipated what was to come. 
Other customers intervened and called the 
police. The father was arrested.

Witnesses also said neither the girl nor 
her brother cried, further indicating they 
were used to the beatings. A 70-second 
video of the incident was widely circulated 
on social media.  Online comment said it 
all, “Scary that there are no exams on being 
a parent.” 

Mall brawl
Surveillance camera footage showed a 

father body slamming a little girl at a Jiangsu 
city mall.  The little girl apparently grabbed 
a toy from his daughter.  The victimized 
girl’s mother jumped into action and swung 
at the man.  The man picked her up and body 
slammed her to the floor also.  

My, my, could it be the water in Jiangsu?

Shared umbrellas
Chinese can rent almost anything thanks 

to mobile wallets.  A Shenzhen umbrella-
sharing start-up based its business model on 
the successful bike-sharing concept where 
customers pay a deposit fee via smartphone 
for a certain amount of use time.  How-
ever, bikes can be parked anywhere while 
umbrellas need a fence or railing to hang 
them. Most customers ended up keeping 
them at home.  Within only weeks, almost 
all 300,000 of the umbrellas have gone 
missing! ♦
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Embracing a variety 
of ethnic foods, living 
bicultural healthy life
By Asian Media Access, contributor

WWTT?
Who are buying these images and where are they 
using them?  (Answer on p. 15) 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
Host a Chinese student and make a difference…
Enrich their experience and enhance your own

♦    As a host family you share American    
culture with a student from China and 
provide them more than they could 
learn in a classroom.

♦  Learn about their culture, explore 
the differences and develop new    
connections.

Global Learning Alliance (GLA) is a Twin Cities based organization that 
serves as a facilitator to assist students from China that want to study 
in the United States. To ensure that the students obtain the best experi-
ence possible, GLA seeks to place the students with host families. The 
length of their stay could vary from a few months to a full school year 
and include high school and college students of both sexes.

Since we recognize that hosting a student from China may place a 
financial burden on some families, we will provide some financial re-
imbursement but expect a family to be a host because of the mutual 
cultural exchange that both will receive and not just the financial aspect.

While we are seeking host families in all parts the Twin Cities area, we 
are especially seeking families in Eden Prairie.

To learn more about being a host family, contact Richard He at 
612-987-6540 or email, rhe@chinainsight.info.

Call for Articles…
Chinainsight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-China cultural and business 

harmony.
 
We are interested in publishing articles that engage audiences in America. Potential 

topics range from understanding daily life in China (or for Chinese in America) to 
discussions of business markets from both an American or Chinese viewpoint.

 
If you would like to contribute an article, please contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 

or e-mail ghugh@chinainsight.info.

Is having a variety of foods from dif-
ferent cultures part of a bicultural lifestyle? 
Does it lead people toward a bicultural 
healthy life? Bicultural healthy living is 
when individuals identify themselves with 
two different cultures and balance them out 
in their lives. Bicultural individuals keep 
their cultural traditions or ethnic practices 
while adapting and practicing customs from 
the new culture they have moved into. With 
this bicultural definition, it makes sense 
that an individual living this lifestyle will 
definitely eat foods from different cultures 
on a regular basis.

Nowadays, many people are incorporat-
ing different kinds of food into their meals 
throughout the day. Examples of associat-
ing foods with a bicultural lifestyle would 
be eating southern fried chicken with rice 
and Asian peppers, Indian chicken curry 
with barbequed ribs, having a traditional 
Thanksgiving turkey dinner along with a 
variety of Asian dishes, having a hotdog as 
a snack and then having Asian dishes for 
the proper meal, etc. Basically, incorporat-
ing different kinds of food from different 
cultures with your own. 

Being able to embrace who you are 
and eating ethnic foods from your culture 
while also eating new foods from around 
the world is when you have a healthy bicul-
tural lifestyle. Another reason why having 
a variety of foods from different cultures 
is a part of a healthy bicultural lifestyle is 
because you are remembering the types of 
authentic dishes that you and your ancestors 
made while also incorporating and accept-
ing new things. 

Being able to accept your culture and 
live among different cultures will bring 
more positive thoughts and feelings. A 
healthy life is not just about the body, but 
also about the mind. Those who refuse the 
thoughts about who they really are may find 
it hard to live happily because negative ideas 
are constantly influencing their thoughts. 

It may be hard sometimes to ignore com-
ments from people who do not eat the same 
foods as you. Papaya salad from Laos has a 
fishy smell because of the crab paste and fish 
sauce; stir- fry may also have a stench de-
pending on the ingredients and seasonings; 
chicken feet and animal organs may look 
unappetizing to others. The uninitiated may 
describe a lot of Asian foods as too smelly 
and/or too weird. They may even make fun 
of you eating it. In the end, when embrac-
ing yourself and your culture, no bully or 
comments will be able to bring you down. 

When individuals feel the need to 
change who they are and deny their cultural 
background in order to fit in with their new 
surroundings, they are not living a bicultural 
lifestyle. It is not healthy because there is 
denial and this can lead to an identity prob-
lem in the future, not being able to fit in or 
identify who they are. The world is beauti-
ful because of all the people from different 
cultures. Embracing your own culture and 
living a healthy bicultural lifestyle will make 
life happier and a lot easier. 

“Research on acculturation styles in-
dicates that a strong sense of belonging to 
both one’s ethnic group and to the dominant 
culture is associated with healthy psychoso-
cial outcomes, including greater academic 
achievement, stronger ethnic pride, higher 
levels of self-esteem, and perceived social 
support. These findings suggest that bicul-
turalism, accomplished through the facile 
integration of oneself into the social worlds 
of both the heritage and mainstream Ameri-
can cultures, permits the flexible navigation 
of the many adaptation demands faced by 
Asian American youngsters...Studies of 
Asian American youth have found that eth-
nic pride, involvement, and ethnic identity 
achievement are related to positive adjust-
ment as evidenced by increased happiness, 
self-esteem, and goal directedness, and 
lower levels of internalizing and external-
izing behavior problems.”1

Overall, this is the goal for Asian Media 
Access’ Bicultural Healthy Living project, 
to help people accept who they are and 
maintain their cultural traditions while liv-
ing among different cultures. Asian Media 
Access (AMA) recommends keeping up 
with your ethnic culture and traditions while 
also trying to understand this new culture 
that you are living among. This will help you 
better understand people and communicate 
properly with them, while also keeping your 
culture and values strong. AMA has been 
helping people with this by holding events 
that show and appreciate all of the different 
cultures in the community. It also offers 
programs and information to those who do 
not have the resources. 

Acceptance of your individual self and 
culture will bring more positive thoughts 
and will result in peace of mind. Having 
peace of mind will lead to a healthier mental 
attitude, resulting in a healthier and happier 
life. Food is a part of who we are and where 
we come from. This is one of the most 
important reasons why food is a part of a 
bicultural lifestyle, especially for Asians 
who celebrate each and every milestone of 
our lives with food. Without food, we are 
left with a missing part of our identity, our 
culture. ♦

Footnote
1. http://www.du.edu/ahss/psychology/
s a y f - l a b / m e d i a / d o c u m e n t s /
psychologyofasianamericanchildren.pdf

Asian Media Access, a nonprofit com-
munity education agency, has been 
working on the health disparities af-
fecting communities of people of color 
in North Minneapolis since 2009. 
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Continued on page 6

Reporting from China: courage of a 
journalist
Editor’s note: Vivian Wei Wu is a leading investigative reporter and new media studies scholar in China. Currently, she is the International Co-
operation Director for Initium Media, a Hong Kong-based news, features and data journalism website and app. Prior to moving to New York City 
in August 2016 for a Political Science graduate program at the New School, Wu was the chief content director for China News at Initium Media 
in Beijing. Wu has more than 15 years of experience working in newspapers, magazines, TV and digital media. Among many other posts, she was 
editorial director at the celebrity magazine Portrait in China; media and legal reporter at the South China Morning Post Beijing Bureau for six 
years; and content supervisor at CCTV-6 for four years. She has won a great number of journalism awards in Hong Kong and Asia.

Wu has published hundreds of investigative reports, most notably reports on corruption, the crackdown on civil rights lawyers, food and drug 
safety, and environmental pollution. Because of her truthful reporting, she has been harassed by authorities on numerous occasions.

China Insight recently interviewed Wu via emails where she reflected on her career and her choice to be an investigative reporter, a highly 
dangerous profession in China

China Insight (CI): What was it like to 
report from China as an investigative 
reporter?

Wu: First of all, we talk about investiga-
tive reporting, it’s a particular category of 
journalism in a global sense.  Conceptually, 
it’s a special way of reporting that involves 
acquiring the facts and clues through pains-
taking investigations, and exploring the 
secrets or the information deliberately being 
hidden, but crucial for the public to know.  
There is a bunch of journalists in every 
country engaged in investigative reporting, 
and it's all about collecting and analyzing the 
data, finding the sources, and writing clearly 
to disclose the essential secret concerns of 
public interest.  Many of them have to be 
protected.  

But in China, in addition to these pro-
fessional skills, more is demanded of the 
investigative reporter.  First of all, China 
has no freedom of publications and speech 
in the western sense.  Very often, you will 
find no legal guarantee or legal protection 
for the investigation you are working on as 
a journalist because China does not have 
Journalism Law or the First Amendment 
to the Constitution.  In a free press society, 
you have a fundamental institutional guar-
antee for your reporting rights, and you are 
regarded as the guardian of the public’s right 
to know.  This is not the case in China. 

Rather, China has the most sophisticated 
censorship system of the communist ideol-
ogy and propaganda control, the biggest 
barrier to facts, the most formidable obstacle 
for the public to access information.  As a 
Chinese citizen working in the foreign press 
newsroom as an investigative reporter, in 
most instances, I am by default regarded 
by censors as the enemy of the state.  I 
need to shoulder all the legal and political 
consequences on my own.  Sometimes my 
employer might not be able to protect me 
from the political forces or the stakehold-
ers in the corruption stories I am uncover-
ing.  On most occasions, I have to take the 

responsibility as an individual.  Sometimes 
it’s about a personal safety issue, a personal 
risk, and I have to decide if I will start to 
investigate a project. 

Secondly, there is the frustration when I 
cannot get access to information; and once 
my stories touch on the political taboo, I 
might not be able to publish the article.  
I also need to handle the issues of time 
constraints, assignment frustrations, and 
all the pressures that cannot be shared with 
anybody. 

However, there are advantages and ben-
efits.  First, China has numerous stories to 
cover.  It might be a hell to journalists, but 
its gold mine of stories means there never 
will be a short of ideas.  Since investigative 
reporting is always about big, complicated 
stories that relate to human interest that con-
cern the public well-being, you can see why 
China, in its rapid economic development 
under a socialist ideology, has a plethora 
of stories of injustice, bad governmental 
behavior and severe corruption.  Violation 
of human rights and citizen rights, and ex-
traordinary political scandals lurk in every 
public sector.  Every day we hear about 
public health incidents with large casualties 
caused by coal mine collapse or food safety 
accidents.  Who should be responsible?  If 
you can handle these personal and political 
pressures and still can write good stories, 
a dedicated journalist can achieve a great 
sense of professional satisfaction and feel 
(s)he is truly making a difference.

Censorship, the low quality of journal-
ism, and the blocked access to the good 
stories have resulted in greater social rec-
ognition for the good stories.  But still, it's a 
challenging job that requires determination 
and patience for the long haul.  During the 
golden era of investigative journalism from 
2003 to 2010, more young people passion-
ately entered the field.  But in the recent five 
to seven years, there is a backward slide.  
Harsher censorship and tougher measures 
taken to clamp down on outspoken journal-
ists and liberal media outlets have deterred 
many talented people.  The number of 
journalists in the field is diminishing rapidly. 

In my own experience, I find several 
factors helped me a lot.  I am determined to 
stay engaged on a long-term basis.  I possess 
the attitude to not give up, the wisdom and 
political savvy to protect myself and my 
colleagues, and even the media organiza-
tion with which I am working.  Another 
advantage is that I write bilingually, and I 
publish on different platforms.  I am among, 
maybe, only 10 or 20 people in China who 
can write in both English and Chinese as a 
journalist and editor.  And if you consider 
the special areas I write about (political and 
media scandals, criminal and human rights 

issues) the number of such people is even 
smaller.  A further advantage is I understand 
China and I'm trained to write in the western 
style, free from self-censorship.  Publish-
ing in English media guarantees my stories 
are not subject to the central government 
censorship.  Furthermore, being a Chinese 
native speaker, I can talk to Chinese sources 
that might not be accessible to foreign press 
correspondents working in China.  I am 
lucky to be able to get firsthand materials 
and understand the nuances between the 
lines.  However, I have tried to write more 
in Chinese and get published in Chinese out-
lets in recent years, trying to reach a bigger 
audience and help the Chinese understand 
the outside world better.  My goal is to break 
down the language and culture barriers, to 
deliver stories in whatever words suitable. 

CI: What are some major stories you 
have covered?

Wu:  A good one was in 2006.  I found a 
lawyer who had worked for a big factory 
that illegally produced a popular chemical 
augmentation material called “hydrophilic 
polyacrylamide gel.”  In China, they gave 
this fatal material the brand name “Ao Mei 
Ding” (奥美定), GAAP in abbreviation.  
This gel is injected into women's breasts, 
noses, cheeks, and even  men's penises or 
whatever body part one wants to enlarge.  
Within 20 minutes of injection, you'll have 
a perfect shape without surgery.  So the 
augmentation surgeon became extremely 
popular in big and medium cities, as in 
South Korea, Japan and the U.S. over the 
past decade.  Naturally, China has the big 
commercial market for this product, but 
the quality control, licensing and product 
supervision are full of flaws.  All inspec-

tion functions are consolidated under one 
administrative bureau that is in charge of 
all permissions, supervision and penalty en-
forcement.  It authorizes production, quality 
control and post-use detection.  Usually, it 
takes five to eight years for a medical sur-
gical material to pass the animal and clini-
cal testing.  But GAAP passed all official 
supervision procedures in three years. The 
product caused enormous medical problems 
and adverse effects to the consumers.  At 
least 300,000 had injected the fatal gel into 
their bodies.  Some young women used the 
gel in their breasts and the gel dropped to 
their ribs,  resulting in the appearance of 
four breasts.  

It took me months to collect documents 
and data to prove the gel was illegally 
approved by the State Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and the chain of corruption 
and abuse of power involved in the entire 
production and sales industry.  It’s a big hole 
for scandals.  I worked with some lawyers 
and underground informers who gave me 
all the documents.  I also worked with some 
lawyers who advocated to get this material 
legally abolished in China.  This was a tre-
mendous achievement and because of our 
efforts, the product was officially banned 
from the Chinese market, and the chief di-
rector of the SFDA was removed and later 
sentenced to death for abuse of power and 
corruption. 

Most of the stories I broke are also about 
the censorship of journalism, the govern-
ment secret conspiracy to censor free market 
of opinions, judicial injustice and abuse of 
power in the judiciary system. 

For example, there was an innocent 
young man from Hebei Province who was 
sentenced to death for rape and murder in 
1994.  He  was executed in 1995 without 
legal process.  But 10 years later, the real 
murderer was arrested from the neighboring 
province.  A group of lawyers, journalists 
and even a former police chief worked 
together to help his mother appeal and find 
justice.  I spent 10 years following the case 
until last year, the Chinese Supreme Court 
reheard the trial and decided the young 
man was innocent.  It's belated justice, but 
it disclosed how easily the lives of innocent 
people could be trampled like straws in 
China, where a dependent system of court, 
police and prosecutors can practice injustice 
without supervision.  Too many police and 
court officials at various levels had caused 
the death of the innocent man.  I covered the 
whole process to find the truth behind the 
arcane curtain of this legal case in China, 
and reviewed the development of rule of 
law as well as the change of political and 

Vivian Wei Wu

Wu was awarded one of the top journalism 
awards for her investigative reporting.
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Continued on page 15

media landscape over 20 years. 

CI: And probably because of your report-
ing, the government finally admitted that 
injustice existed?

Wu: Yea.  Another interesting one that I 
avoid mentioning in the Chinese context, 
but actually consider it to be one of my 
“glory” stories, is the one I broke the accu-
rate number of the human organs harvested 
every year by the Chinese military and 
police forces from the prisoners who were 
sentenced to death.  I talked to a surgeon 
who had firsthand data from the industry.  
That was the first concrete evidence to break 
the bubble and remove the cover up in that 
case.  As a result, or maybe as a trigger ini-
tiative to a wider range of global campaign 
to push China to recognize the issue.  My 
story played a role, and the Chinese gov-
ernment advised Minister of Public Health 
Huang Jiefu to recognize China had such a 
problem.  The Chinese hospital and medical 
administrative authorities had to gradually 
adopt a more accountable, transparent policy 
to get organs from legal sources, and had to 
push for legislation in the field and encour-
age people to become organ donors.  

CI: What’s your personal story and was 
it a personal choice to be an investigative 
reporter in China?  How did you end up at 
South Modern China Post?

Wu: I am a very atypical type of Chinese 
woman.  I am curious, outspoken and I chal-
lenge power and authority even as a child.  
I am never afraid of asking questions, and I 
love communicating with various kinds of 
people and listening to their stories.  Deep 
down, I really want to help.  

I was born in northeast Gansu Province 
and my parents, both chemical engineers, 
moved a lot during my childhood to build 
chemical factories all around the country.  
My entire family is very good at packing 
and packing luggage!  I have a much more 
mobile childhood than most Chinese of my 
generation.  I moved from Lanzhou, capital 
city of Gansu Province, to Beijing, where 
I spent most of my elementary school, and 
then I moved to Shandong, a coastal and 
very traditional province, and hometown 
of Confucius.  I spent my teenage years in 
Beijing until I finished university at Ren 
Min University and Peking University, 
both of which are the top arts universities 
in China.  After the first college degree, I 
worked briefly at an international business 
company with a well-paid job, but quit after 
a year as I wanted to complete my dream 
of being a journalist since the age of 13.  
I went to Peking University for a master 
degree in journalism and international com-
munication.  In 2003, I got a scholarship 
from the Hong Kong English newspaper 
the South China Morning Post that sent me 
to work in their Hong Kong newsroom.  As 
an intern, I published a number of stories in 
the business industry and became probably 
the earliest generation of mainland Chinese 
who write at English newspapers following 
western journalism standard.  I moved back 
to Beijing in 2004, and very quickly realized 
in China, you have to only cover two issues, 
rule of law and the media.  So that’s why I 
started to focus on political reporting, and 
I, on purpose, worked hard on the subjects 
relating to freedom of speech and political 
issues.  

As a journalist in China,  it's not easy to 

keep filing good stories in these fields, but 
I was always determined that I wanted to be 
at the top.  You also need to be aware that 
you are not an activist.  But I spent a lot of 
time with lawyers, activists, human rights 
defenders, dissidents and writers -- the kinds 
of people the totalitarian government doesn't 
like -- who helped me understand the soci-
ety better.  By 2009, I got a little frustrated 
because, before the 2008 Beijing Olympics 
Games, the world was hoping to see a more 
open, more democratic and media-friendly 
China.  But after the games ended, the 
country continued to keep tight control of 

the media and refuses democratization as the 
world hoped.  So I realized it was time for 
me to explore more areas for bringing on the 
rule of law and freedom of the press, other 
than as a full-time journalist at the frontline.  
Instead, I could encourage more people to 
be more professional in their daily report-
ing work.  I could help create a more robust 
community of press through civil society 
efforts.  So I worked as a media consultant 
and researcher for international NGOs and 
started my own media think tank.  I helped 
Internews Network, a D.C.-headquartered 
American NGO start their legal and media 
professionalism training programs in China.  
We've trained 3,000 working journalists and 
editors from all key media organizations.  
We also provided professional training to 
judges, lawyers, academics and even legisla-
tors to help them understand digital media 
and the IT industry so as to better solve 
the conflicts of rights in the courtrooms.  
And I helped embassies and United Nation 
organizations to better understand Chinese 
political and technical issues behind the 
headlines so they can deliver more fruitful 
projects in the legal and media fields.  In 
addition, I talked to academics, the decision-
makers and analysts from other countries 
and provide innovative media solutions 
on multimedia platforms.  In 2015, I came 
back to the editorial room full time because 
I wanted to work with more young people to 
bring digital innovations to the newsroom 
and to move the entire journalism field to 
digitalization.  We need to explore a more 
efficient way to communicate with the pub-
lic, to inform, educate and entertain.  So you 
can see there a cycle in my life, it’s always 

about media and law and freedom of speech.

CI: Why did you decide to go back to 
graduate school, and, in particular, why 
a graduate school in the United States?

Wu: I’m aware of my life mission.  I am 
decoder, observer and action taker.  And 
I need to build a road to freedom, through 
words, digital technologies, and all the me-
dia methods, but also conceptual ideas and 
beauty of thoughts.  To achieve that goal, 
I need a conceptual understanding.  I need 
not only to empower myself, but also the 

community.  So I need to create a  possible 
mechanism to explore and understand the 
world between different cultures.  But in 
this process, I realized that such dedication 
is a mission for life.  I need to give, but 
also restore energy.  In the most cutting 
edge industry like the internet and digital 
journalism, I've transformed myself from 
traditional newspaper journalist to television 
and to the website and then to mobile and 
social media.  I also need to get a systematic 
understanding of the key concepts related 
to the press.  For example, the relationship 
between power and media, why government 
controls media?  What are the rules or the 
conceptual framework behind the facts?  
Also, I need to understand the relationship 
between technology and social innovation, 
and then find the creative model to frame my 
energy and field knowledge.  That also helps 
me get a strategic plan to frame my social 
resources because the more time I spend in 
the industry, the more sources I have, and 
the more responsibility I have to society 
and to the people with whom I interact.  I 
always long for quiet time on an American 
campus that could give me a chance to sit 
in the library to think, to read, to reflect, 
and to frame my thoughts in order to help 
explain the political and social issues in a 
more systematic way.  It’s really about the 
restoration of energy and garnering wisdom 
and inner strength. 

Another reason is I’m a firm believer of 
constitutionalism; I worship constitution, 
and I am dedicated to the concept of First 
Amendment rights.  I want to analyze the 
relationship between the media and law, and 
also between the controllers and the people 

being controlled.  So for all these reasons, I 
think it’s time for me to come to the States 
to study, and I luckily got this offer in the 
New School, and also got this scholarship to 
study politics at the New School for Social 
Research.  It’s a blessing to be able to take 
a breath, keep calm and carry on. 

While I am here during the chaotic 
times, the U.S. might need to understand 
China when the world is facing a crisis to 
democracy and threat to the constitutional 
spirit.  I think it’s the perfect time for me 
to be here in the U.S. and share knowledge 
about dictatorship.

CI: Now that you are in New York, where 
do you obtain information and news 
about China? 

Wu: We live in a global village, not a single 
country can be cut off from the rest of the 
world.  You can’t find proper reasons to 
cut off your country from the world, not 
a Chinese government, not an American 
government.  So I think everybody is con-
nected in the global village.  Since arriving 
in New York last August, I maintain this 
habit of regularly following the news about 
China on social media, also keeping very 
close connection with the key communi-
ties in my country.  There are professionals 
and opinion leaders in several communities 
that feed the media with updated insights.  
I also follow the coverage about China by 
major newspapers like the New York Times, 
the Guardian and the Economist magazine 
(which has a regular China column).  Basi-
cally, almost all the leading media organiza-
tions have a correspondent based in China.  
So I think I’m quite current on China affairs, 
but reading from the other side helped me 
identify the huge gap of information to be 
filled.  I have to be very open-minded and 
always put myself in others’ shoes, and 
check my illusions and biases.  I think there 
are still a lot of things the world should pick 
up when they try to understand China. 

CI: What’s your observation of 
American journalism versus Chinese 
journalism?

Wu: I remembered on Election Day last 
November, I and one of my international 
correspondents took to the streets.  We spent 
30 hours in Manhattan, and we went to 
several voting stations.  I was among a huge 
group of American journalists, I saw a group 
of police officers guarding the street.  The 
first reaction was to run because if you cover 
political stories such as voting in China, it’s 
never a good thing to see police officers in 
front of you.  Then I realized, oh, police 
and media can work together so harmoni-
ously in this country because of the great 
Constitution and First Amendment.  And 
you see the journalists blocking the streets 
in front of the voting stations.  And when 
Donald Trump went to vote at one station, 
all access to the station was blocked not by 
police, but by journalists.  That impressed 
me a lot.  And I saw how hard NYPD was 
working to protect the public and made sure 
the journalists can work safely.  That really 
impressed me.  And I had never appreciated 
the Constitution and the First Amendment 
of the Constitution of this country as in that 
moment.  I want to tell my American peers 

Reporting from China
Continued from page 5

One of Wu’s articles for South China Morning Post.       
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About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at Sich-
uan University, Welsh was asked to give 
a speech where he was introduced to 
the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese 
American relations” as a result of his 
cooperative work in international bank-
ing during the Deng Xiaoping era. For 
more than 65 years, Welsh has been 
learning Chinese and has used this 
knowledge both professionally and per-
sonally to enhance his understanding of 
Chinese and Asian affairs.  Now fully 
retired, he currently resides in Georgia 
where he used to lecture on China to a 
number of classes at Dunwoody High 
School.

Outbreak of war with Japan 1937
By Pat Welsh, contributor

You may recall that in 1934 Chiang 
Kai-shek (蔣介石) hired a German army 
officer, Hans von Seeckt and later another 
officer, Alexander von Falkenhausen, to 
begin reorganizing and training his army. By 
1936, some 80,000 men had gone through 
this training, but most of Chiang’s army still 
remained untrained and very poorly armed.

Until 1937, Chiang avoided public 
confrontation with Japan because that 
would only result in Japanese demands 
for more concessions. In February 1932, 
Japan had invaded and occupied Manchuria. 
Shortly thereafter Manchuria declared its 
independence from China and established 
a Japanese “puppet state,” Manchukuo, the 
Chinese name for Manchuria. In February 
1933, Japanese troops invaded Jehol Prov-
ince in Manchukuo. Zhang Xueliang (張學
良), a former Manchurian warlord who was 
now allied with Chiang, retreated from there 
southward with a substantial army.

Buying time for both strengthening his 
armies and for defeating the communists, 
Chiang decided to enter into a compromise 
with Japan. On May 31, 1935, China and 
Japan signed the Tanggu Truce (塘沽協定), 
a treaty in which both countries recognized 
the new status of Manchukuo and created a 
demilitarized zone in China, north of Beijing 
and Tianjin. In July of that year, Chiang had 
also signed the He-Umezu Treaty of 1935 
(何梅协定) giving Japan the right to carry 
out military maneuvers in Hebei Province. 

By August 1935, Stalin, wary of aggres-
sion from Germany in the west and Japan 
in the east, once again urged the Chinese 
communists to support Chiang against 
Japan. By the summer of 1936, parallel 
negotiations among Chiang, the Soviets and 
the Chinese Communist Party were well 
underway. Then in December 1936, Chiang 
went to Xian to inspect his troops. Zhang’s 
and Yang Hucheng’s (楊虎城) soldiers there 
surrounded Chiang’s villa and held Chiang 
hostage. 

The popular myth today was that Zhang 
had wanted Chiang to address the real threat 
of Japan and align himself with the com-
munists against Japanese aggression. At that 
time, negotiations between the communists 
and Kuomintang had already begun. There 
is evidence that Zhang’s real motive was his 
fear that Chiang was about to deprive Zhang 
of his military command.

Some Kuomintang zealots and com-
munists, including Mao Zedong (毛澤東), 
favored executing Chiang. Many others, 
including Stalin and Zhou Enlai (周恩來), 
feared that Chiang’s passing would leave a 
vacuum that no one could fill. Killing Chi-
ang would produce an even more divided 

and vulnerable China. Stalin also feared 
that removing Chiang would strengthen the 
pro-Japanese-appeasement faction headed 
by Wang Jingwei (汪精衛). In Stalin’s eyes, 
a pro-Japanese Chinese government would 
pose a serious threat to the USSR in the east. 
In the end, it was Communist China’s future 
first premier, Zhou En-lai, who negotiated 
Chiang’s release.

Having agreed to change his policy 
of appeasement, Chiang was released and 
found himself more popular than before 
his kidnapping. To some extent, Chiang 

did exact revenge upon 
his kidnappers. Zhang 
was placed under house 
arrest and was sent along 
with Chiang’s retreat to 
Taiwan in 1949, where 
he remained under house 
arrest until 1990. His 
partner Yang was later 
secretly arrested, put in 
prison for 13 years and 
executed in September 
1949.

During the evening 
of July 7, 1937, Japanese 
troops started maneuver-
ing in an area around 
Wanping (宛平), a sub-
urb of Beijing. This time, 

however, the Japanese troops went further 
when a local Japanese commander declared 
that one of his men, a Private Shimura Kiku-
jiro (志村菊次郎), had gone missing while 
looking for toilet facilities. The Japanese 
commanders there demanded that Japanese 
solders be allowed to enter Wanping and 
search for him. Eventually the missing sol-
dier returned to his post. In previous years 
when the Japanese made such demands in 
this area, the Chinese would often meet 
these demands, usually after small-scale 
clashes had broken out. 

In this instance, however, the local 
Chinese strongman Song Zheyuan (宋哲
元) and his troops refused the demand. This 
time Song was supported by Chiang, who 
decided that a different response to Japan 
was in order. While Chinese and Japanese 
officers were discussing a cease-fire by the 
Marco Polo Bridge (Lugouqiao 盧溝橋 ) 
outside of Wanping, Chiang was fearful 
that a negotiated settlement would threaten 
Beiping where a strategic rail center inter-
change for northern China was centered. 
Beiping in Japanese hands would open the 
heartland of China to the Japanese invaders. 
It would also mean Chiang would lose an 

immense amount of prestige. (Af-
ter Nanjing was made the capital 
of China, Beijing was referred to 
“Beiping (北平)” by the Kuomin-
tang government, which did not 
recognize the warlord government 
centered in Beijing)

Although a cease-fire had been 
secretly negotiated at the Marco 
Polo Bridge, Chiang’s decision 
to move some troops northward 
was treated by the war hawks in 
Tokyo as a signal to mobilize the 
Japanese Kwantung armies in 
Manchukuo and Korea and move 
them into northern China. At this time, the 
Japanese Imperial Army Staff in Tokyo 
was reluctant to declare war. Instead, Japan 
offered final ultimatums to Chiang, which 
Chiang refused. The Japanese then tried 
to neutralize China quickly by eliminating 
China’s armies in Hebei Province. On July 
26, 1937, Japanese armies attacked both 
Beiping and Tianjin. Beiping was seized 
on the 28th and Tianjin on the 30th. By the 
end of the following month, the Japanese 
had controlled most of the northeastern 
Hebei Province.

In June and July, Chiang and the com-
munists were negotiating a cooperation 
agreement. Chiang wanted communist 
armies assimilated into his forces, but the 
communists insisted that they wanted to 
maintain autonomous control of their own 
armed forces. Chiang conceded this point 
and the communists established their own 
Eighth Route Army under the command of 
Lin Biao (林彪) and He Long (賀龍).

Early in 1937, Chiang had already 
decided that his defensive priorities would 
be in east central China, especially in the 
Yangtze River industrial area. Chiang had 
not used his best troops to defend the north 
where his forces were less reliable. In 
Shanghai, Chiang deployed his best troops, 
the well-trained but poorly armed 87th and 
88th divisions. 

Chiang also had believed that a Japanese 
assault on Shanghai would elicit Western 
sympathy and support. In 1937 only the 
Soviet Union had a strong reason to support 
Chiang. On Aug. 1, Dimitri Bogomolov, 
the Soviet ambassador to China, won an 
agreement to a mutual non-aggression pact 
with Chiang that entailed significant military 
assistance.

On Aug. 9, 1937, the shooting of a Japa-
nese naval lieutenant in Shanghai resulted 
in armed skirmishes between the Japanese 
and Chinese. While fires raged in northern 

Shanghai, residents from the Chapei and 
Hongkew regions of Shanghai began flee-
ing the city. Some residents fled to areas of 
foreign concessions within Shanghai.

On Aug. 10, large detachments of 
Japanese soldiers came ashore. Also arriving 
were a Japanese cruiser, two destroyers and 
nine gunboats. The Nationalist military re-
sponded on Aug. 14 with a poorly prepared 
bombing raid that killed many Chinese in 
Shanghai and only inflicted minor damage 
on the Japanese carrier Izumo, the primary 
target of the raid.

Losing any chance for the element of 
surprise, the Chinese Nationalists began to 
dig in for battle in Shanghai. The Japanese 
responded in early September by moving 
100,000 troops from northern China and 
Taiwan toward Shanghai. The era of avoid-
ing military conflict with Japan was over. 

The well-trained Chinese forces defending 
Shanghai fought valiantly. Giving chal-
lenges to his militarist rivals, Chiang was 
able to attract more than 200,000 Chinese 
soldiers to supplement his armies. Until 
early November, intense street fighting in 
Shanghai led to the Japanese response of 
massive aerial bombing that eventually 
wore down the resistance provided by the 
Chinese. 

Recognizing that he could no longer 
defend Shanghai without losing more of his 
best soldiers, Chiang successfully planed an 
organized retreat from that city beginning on 
Nov. 21. With Shanghai lost, Chiang real-
ized that Nanjing could not be successfully 
defended either. Chiang decided the move 
the seat of his government from Nanjing 
to Chongqing in southwestern China. The 
civilian population of Nanjing was to suffer 
atrocities that have been well documented. 

Although war had not yet been officially 
declared between Japan and China, many 
historians view the Marco Polo Bridge In-
cident as the beginning of China’s War of 
Resistance, the topic of my next offering. ♦

Japanese Marines invade Shanghai

Map showing Manchukuo (Manchuria)

Shanghai Massacre
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This new exhibit offers the first-ever 
dedicated American museum exhibition of 
Chinese bapo painting -- a revolutionary 
style of Chinese art that emerged in the early 
20th century.  The unique style is unlike any 
other Chinese art.  The paintings are created 
by painting depictions of fragments of dif-
ferent items, often images or calligraphy, 
on a single canvas or other surface.  The 
compositions are commonly created in 
forms that mimic collages.

For Nancy Berliner, the Wu Tung Cu-
rator of Chinese Art at the museum and 
curator of this exhibit, the project has been 
decades in the making.  She first discovered 
bapo at a flea market in China 
while studying art as a student 
there.  After picking up the work 
for mere pocket change, she set 
out to find out more about the 
piece of art.  “I brought it back 
to America and I started asking 
art historians,” explains Berliner.  
“Everybody said ‘I have no idea 
what that is.’”

While the style may have 
been popular in its time, it hasn’t 
always received enthusiastic at-
tention since.  “It was basically 
just neglected.  It wasn’t in any Chinese 
museums and art histories,” says Berliner.  
Part of the reason it was never considered 
high art, she believes, was because of how 
different it was from traditional Chinese 
art (think landscapes and figure paintings).  
Berliner attributes some of this neglect to 
the “hyper-reality” of the work.  “People did 
not strive after realism,” she explains.  In 
traditional Chinese art, Berliner says, “There 
was some similitude, but they strived after 
more abstract expressionism.”

The word bapo loosely translates to 
‘eight brokens.’  According to the MFA 
website, it focuses on “treasuring even the 
damaged remnants of the past.”  In Chinese 
culture, eight is a lucky number, tying in the 
wishes for good fortune in the paintings.  
The images often include fragments of cal-
ligraphy, which was traditionally ranked 
the highest in the hierarchy of Chinese art, 
and with good reason, says Berliner: “It’s 
considered to be the way a person expresses 
their being.”  The combination of calligra-

phy styles from different time 
periods, including replication 
of woodblock and printed 
calligraphy, gave the artist 
a chance to display complex 
artistic ability and a bit of 
him, or her, self.

Bapo and similar styles 
such Cubist collage and 
trompe l’oeil (“fool the eye”) 
paintings in western culture 
developed independently of 
each other, but each was a 
response to similar cultural 
experiences.  “We all have 
lots of little pieces of paper all 

over the place, falling apart.  Some of them 
are really precious and some are just pieces 
of paper that didn’t get into the garbage 
can,” says Berliner.

This style also offers an artistic way to 
express the Chinese tradition of collecting 
antiquities, since the works combine frag-
ments from different time periods.  “Some 
of them are called […] Bai Sui Tu, which 
means 100 Year Picture, a picture of 100 
years.  The word for year is a pun in Chinese, 
because it sounds exactly like the word for 
fragment,” explains Berliner.  Combined 
together, these fragments of different years 
create cohesive works of artistic expression.

Deciphering the meaning of bapo works 
is no easy feat, but Berliner explains that 
there are many things that can help with 
enlightening meaning for the works.  Going 
piece by piece, one can consider the frag-
ments that make up the work.  Combined 
with an inscription, which is traditionally 
included with Chinese art, meaning can be 
found—even if it’s simply a metaphor.

One of the works featured in the exhibit, 
produced in 1938, refers in its inscription to 
the Qin Dynasty, when many intellectual 
movements were attacked by the emperor.  
However, Berliner believes that this refer-
ence is simply a metaphor for the destruction 
surrounding the artist in 1938.  “If we look 
at the date of when he painted this painting, 
he did bit in January of 1938, and that was 
exactly a week or two after the Japanese had 
invaded China and after what’s known as the 
Nanjing Massacre,” she says.

Years in the making, this exhibit will 
finally display the MFA’s collection of more 
than forty works relating to the revolution-

ary bapo style.  “Some of them 
are very mournful, and then 
some of them are just fun and 
some are political and some 
are just decorative and funny,” 
says Berliner.  “You don’t 
think of Chinese painting as 
being humorous.  It’s very 
fun to take these apart and see 
what’s going on.” ♦

China’s 8 Brokens  
Location: Museum of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington Ave., Boston
Date: Through Oct. 18, 2017

China: Symbols & 
Motifs (A Chinese 
Art Journey)
Location: Madden Arts Council, 125 N Water St # 100, 
Decatur, IL
Date: Through July 27

Each year, the Decatur Area Arts Coun-
cil presents an International Arts Experience 
that highlights a particular country/culture.  
That country this year is China because 
“I was fortunate to have some available 
resources and it’s such an important world 
culture, “said Sue Powell, gallery director of 
the Arts Council.  “Most people will never 
get the opportunity to travel to China so the 
exhibit is a way for them to ‘experience’ the 
Chinese culture.”

The exhibit includes a wide variety of art 
forms including paintings, woodcarvings, 
scrolls, porcelain and 19th-century ceram-
ics, tea ware, jade, furniture, textiles and 
artifacts.  Both traditional and contemporary 
pieces incorporate symbols and motifs that 
tell a story about the culture and how the 
Chinese value longevity, peace, prosperity 
and so much more.  

The approximately 160 pieces on 
display are accompanied by text to help 
visitors know what they are looking at, its 
significance in the culture and history and 
get a sense of the ancient and rich history 
of China.  More than 60 items on display 

come from the collection of Dr. Ian Wang, 
president of the US-China Cultural Arts 
Exchange Association in Rantoul, Ill. and 
curator of Spurlock Museum at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. 

Powell said Wang had been an avid 
collector of Chinese art all his life.  Special 
to his collection is a set of heavy-color 
paintings, a style originated from Yunnan in 
which images are outlined with dark lines 
with pencil or brush and then colored with 
gouache.  It combines Chinese and western 
painting techniques and features bright, 
bold colors.

Additional items are on loan from pri-
vate collectors in Decatur as well as area 
museum collections. ♦

Untitled, Unknown Chinese, 1911, Ink and color on paper, 
* Anonymous gift in memory of William W. Mellins, * 
Photograph © Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Untitled (front side), Chen Bingchang, 20th Century, 
Ink and color on silk.

Untitled, Zheng Zuochen, 20th Century, Ink and color 
on paper

19th century porcelain vase features de-
tailed, highly enameled Mandarin Palace 
scenes and flora/fauna panels.  Fu dogs, 
salamanders and mythical qilins on its 
“neck” and “shoulder”  represent grandeur, 
happiness and joy.

Male ancestor portrait

“Pictographic Dong Ba Language “ is 
a contemporary heavy color painting by 
Hong Shi from the Yunnan School of Art.  
The basic red pigment is from the red soil 
of Yunnan Province.  The dancing figure 
reference the pictographic glyphs of the 
Naxi ethnic group.

This is one of the most unusual items in the 
exhibit, an antique Tibetan phurba.  Phurba 
is a three-sided stake or dagger used sym-
bolically to pin down sacrifices, demons or 
tether negative energies during ceremonies.
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TROUT AIR
FISHING
EXPERIENCE
YOU CATCH’EM, WE COOK’EM. FISHING & DINNER FOR ABOUT $20/PERSON 

Local artist Pat Hui 
creates exhibit to 
commemorate Su 
Shi’s 980th  birthday
By Greg Hugh

The subject of Pat Hui’s recent annual 
art exhibit held at the studio she shares 
with her partner Paul Kwok at the Traffic 
Zone Gallery in Minneapolis, was “Su 
Shi, (Dong Po) 1037-1101,” Su was one of 
China’s most celebrated poet, essayist and 
calligrapher. “For the past 60 years, I have 
collected copies of the calligraphy scripts 
and copied his style of writing,” stated Hui. 
In the past 35 years, she has formed her own 
style of incorporating poetry, painting and 
calligraphy: The Three Perfections. All the 
works in Hui’s exhibition were organized 
to commemorate the 980th birth year of Su 
Shi, aka Su Dong Po. It features works such 
as the immortal works of the “Red Cliff” 
poem I and II, the Cold Food Festival script 
and many others. 

According to multiple resources such 
as Encyclopedia Britannica and Wikipedia, 
references used in this article, it has been 
documented that Su emerged as one of the 
most prominent poets in Chinese history 
amidst the political bickering of the North-
ern Song Dynasty (960-1127). Su, also 
known as Su Dong Po, has since become re-
nowned for his warm, detail-oriented poetry 
that has inspired Chinese through the ages. 

Su lived a turbulent life from 1037 to 
1101 -- spending time in various places 
across China.  He came from a scholarly 
family: his father and brother were both 
great poets in their own right; his mother, 
also highly accomplished, was responsible 
Su's education. It soon paid off because at 
the young age of 19, Su passed the civil-
service examination at the highest level - the 
Jin Shi degree. 

This examination was a gateway to a 
political career. Su proceeded to take on 
various government positions, including 
serving as the magistrate of Mi Zhou and 
the governor of Xu Zhou. 

This involvement in politics led to some 
trouble. Owing to massive budget deficit and 
inflation at that time, the Emperor Shenzong 
of the Song Dynasty, reached out to Wang 
Anshi, an economist and statesman, to de-
vise reform strategies. Su opposed Wang's 
reform plans, even openly criticizing them 
in his poems.

As Wang's political faction gained 
power in the government, Su was banished 
to Hubei under allegations of slandering the 
emperor. There, he lived on a farm named, 
"Dong Po (meaning “eastern slope”)," hence 
his pseudonym Su Dong Po. Though he be-

came increasingly upset with his prolonged 
exile, he grew to love the land of Hubei 
and spent most of his time writing poetry. 
Su was able to return to office several years 
later, though only temporarily. He was ban-
ished a second time to the southern island of 
Hainan in 1094 when the New Laws party 
returned to power.

He also once served as the secretary 
to the emperor and had written 800-plus 
imperial decrees, many of which are still 
in existence! In addition, he also penned 
1,770+ poems and dozens of different style 
of calligraphy. One of which: “The Cold 
Food Festival,” which is traditionally ranked 
second overall in the history of Chinese 
calligraphy in the Running style! And, ac-
cording to Hui, “in my ranking, he is #1 in 
calligraphy, poetry, essays and dedicated 
civil servant, and why Su is beloved by 
generations of scholars and artists!”

Su died at the age of 64, on the journey 
back from his second exile. Some of his 
best works came during his periods of exile. 
One of his most prominent poems, “The 
Red Cliff of Zhou of the Three Kingdoms” 
depicts the historic battle scene at the Red 
Cliff with vividness and clarity. 

With piled-up rocks to stab the sky
And waves to shake them thunderously
Churning the frothy mass to mounds of snow,
It's like a masterpiece in paint

Su also pioneered the Hao Fang, or "bold 
and unconstrained" poetic style, which uses 
powerful descriptive words in a less struc-
tured form. A classic example is his "Shui 
Diao Ge Tou:"

People have sorrow or joy, be near or far 
apart,
The moon may be dim or bright, round or 
crescent shaped,
This imperfection has been going on since 
the beginning of time.
May we all be blessed with longevity,
Though thousand miles apart,
we are still able to share the beauty of the 
moon together.

This poem echoes the fact that people 
are all brought together by a sense of com-
monality. In Chinese culture, Su's poems 
have brought people from different places 
and even different times together. His poems 
can still be heard echoing in the halls of 
Chinese schools and quoted in the works of 
Chinese scholars. Su's name was even given 
to a popular Chinese dish, Dong Po Rou. 
Though his later life ended up being marred 
by banishment and exile, Su's works always 
exuded a spirit of confidence and positivity. 
His poems have instilled 
inspiration in the heart of 
the Chinese and serve as a 
reminder that even during 
the hardest of times, there is 
always room for hope.

Pat Hui was born in 
Hong Kong. She studied 

traditional Chinese ink 
painting with Hong Kong 
master Lui Shou-kwan. 
She has a bachelor’s degree 
in Western and Chinese 

Philosophy from the University of Hong 
Kong and studied Philosophy and Studio 
Art at the University of Minnesota. She 
has been exhibiting her work professionally 
for more than 30 years, in Hong Kong and 
Minneapolis.  Hui lays down thick strokes 
of color that typically flood the page in a 
vertical or horizontal format. Her practice 
also includes Chinese calligraphy based on 
a study of the traditional techniques. Her 
works often combine the use of painting 
and calligraphy, bringing together the text 
with painterly interpretation. Thus, she has 
chosen to pay homage to Su with her current 
exhibition. “It's my way to continue with 
the tradition of The Three Perfections: 詩
書畫三絕!”

The exhibition continues to be on dis-
play at the gallery by appointment only. 
If you are interested, please contact Hui 
directly at 612-338-2820 to make arrange-
ments. ♦

Hui with one of her painting-calligraphy combination pieces

Detail from Su’s “Former Ode on the Red Cliff,” c. 1083; handscroll; ink on paper 
© National Palace Museum

Hui’s rendition of “Red Cliffs” as displayed in the exhibit
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Wanted:  

ONLINE  
English Language Teachers 
 

 

Would you like to help Chinese students in 
grades 6-12 polish their spoken and written 
English skills (and, occasionally, history and 
literature)? We are hiring native English-speaking 
teachers to teach ESL (different levels) or high 
school U.S. history or literature. 

Teach from our Twin Cities cloud-classroom setup 
or your home office. Teaching will usually take 
place in the evenings (6-10 p.m.), early mornings 
(6-8 a.m.), or weekends. Number of hours are 
flexible. Rates are from $15 to $40 per hour 
based on the course requirements and the 
teacher’s experience. 

Teaching experience is required. Teaching license is preferred, but not necessary. 

If interested, please contact Richard at 612-987-6540 or rhe@chinainsight.info. 

 

 

球  知  教  育  集  团 

Alexandra Koullick - A rising star in Chinese!
By Zhining Chin, contributor

On a sunny morning, I opened the iPad, 
one new email popped up. It said, “We have 
great news! Alexandra has won the Mid-
Western Chinese bridge contest and will 
compete in the International Chinese Bridge 
Contest in Beijing this fall. We have been 
told that 2 students will represent the U.S. 
and she is one of them.:

She would never have been able to 
achieve this honor without XinXing and its 
leadership. THANK YOU!" 

My head was spinning; my blood pres-
sure was also rising: of course, Alexandra 
Koullick, she did it, she did it! I am so proud 
of her and of Hopkins XinXing Academy. 

After the regional competition, General 
Consul Lei Hong of the Chinese Consulate 
in Chicago wrote a congratulatory note to 
Alexandra, saying, "Alexandra is very fluent 
in Chinese and gives me a deep impression. 
Her speech is also very touching especially 
with her mentioning her great grandmother's 
special connection with China as a tradition-
al Chinese medicine learner and practitioner. 
Alexandra’s success is also a very good 
demonstration of the successful Immersion 
Chinese program at XinXing Academy. I 
hope Alexandra do her best in Beijing and 
win another precious prize."

 These words brought me to the memory. 
It was 10 years ago, when XinXing Acad-
emy was found in Hopkins Public School 
as the first Chinese Immersion program in 
a public school district. Alexandra was one 
of the first kindergarteners enrolled in this 
newly developed program and I was the 
adviser for the program. 

I remember the beginning of these years. 
We had no formal instructional materials, no 
furniture in the classroom, no books in the 
library, because we were a newborn baby 
in Chinese immersion. Yet, what we had 
was support from the parents, eagerness to 
learn from the students, and passion to teach 
Chinese in a U.S. school from the teachers. 

Alexandra grew up in this program. 
Her knowledge of Chinese also increased, 
as well as her curiosity of Chinese culture, 
Chinese history, etc. She impressed me in 
many perspectives. For example, I was her 
Master of Ceremony coach, one after-school 
class, part of XinXing Chinese immersion 
curriculum for students who liked chal-
lenges in learning Chinese speaking skills. 
This class trained them in public speaking 
skills, and eventually, the students acted as 
the real masters of ceremony in the XinX-
ing New Year Concert, a big stage with 
hundreds, even thousands, in the audience 
watching the show. 

Alexandra turned out to be a very good 
MC for many occasions, and she demon-
strated her courage and elegant attitude on 
the stage with fluent Chinese language

By fifth grade, Alexandra's Chinese 
skills developed fully, including writing 
skills -- the most difficult part of Chinese. 
There was a Chinese written competition in 
Beijing and all the XinXing students were 
invited to participate. Her essay was the one 
that most impressed all the teachers, includ-
ing the staff of Confucius Institute. She 
wrote about her summer travel experience 
in Cuba. She expressed herself fluently; she 

not only described the things and activities 
during the trip, but also the complicated 
feelings she felt when in a country that is 
much different than the U.S.. I was so sur-
prised and greatly moved by her advanced 
Chinese skills as well as her intelligent and 
hardworking nature as a learner of only 12. 

Time goes fast. After she left XinXing 
Academy and entered Blake school, she 
didn't give up her Chinese. I met her on 
several occasions; one of which was Pas-
sage to China at the Mall of America, the 
annual Chinese cultural event in the Twin 
cities. Alexandra told me that she was work-
ing very hard to learn Chinese and would 
never give up. 

Not surprising, I met her at the first-ever 
Minnesota Chinese Speech Contest in April 
2017. She won the New Rising Star Award, 
as well as the 2nd place of the Minnesota 
contest for 9-12 grades. Aside from speech, 
the contest also included a written exam for 
Chinese history, culture, art, geography, etc. 
And. the contestants also had to perform in a 
talent show related Chinese culture .

On May 13, she won the first place at 
the Chinese Bridge Competition Regional 
Competition among nine Midwest states in 
Indiana. She will go to Beijing to compete 
on an international level. What a success, 
this is the best reward being an educator to 
watch the student grow and succeed!

I know how excited she is right now, 
being a winner. , She will be one of the high 
school delegate representing our country, 
competing with young people like her from 
all over the world. 

I believe she is going to win this contest 
in Beijing. She has built on her Chinese lan-
guage foundation since she was 6. With the 
hard work she put forth for the past 10 years, 
and with the support of XinXing Chinese 
immersion teachers and her Chinese teach-
ers at the Blake school, she’ll do us proud!.

I was told, Alexandra also has been 
awarded by the U.S. Department of State 
a very competitive National Security Lan-
guage Initiative for Youth (NSLIY) scholar-
ship. As a result, she will study Chinese in 
Nanjing, China, for six weeks this summer. 

Alexandra is a rising star representing 
the young generation who love Chinese 
language and culture. She will march for-
ward to create a harmony society where 
people will communicate and understand 
each other with languages they know. The 
relationships they are building will be more 
solid and strong than the prior generations. 
They represent the future! 

Congratulations, Alexandra, keep your 
spirit high, the world belongs to you! ♦

Zhining Chin, Ph.D.,was the Chinese 
advisor of Hopkins XinXing Academy. She 
is now retired. 

Koullick with General Consul Lei and 
President of Valparaiso University Mark 
A. Heckler

Koullick, in dance costume,  with the 
General Consul at the 2017 contest

Koullick with the author in 2009 at Hopkins 
XinXing Academy

Alexandra MC-ing the event: One World, 
Many Futures 2011

 CHINESE     
 LANGUAGE 
 TEACHER

ISD #270, Hopkins, Minnesota 
is seeking a Chinese Immersion 
Teacher. 

Must be licensed or able to obtain 
community expert waiver with 
fluency in Mandarin Chinese. 
Duties include teaching core 
Minnesota classes and Chinese 
language, grades 1-6. 

For confidential consideration, 
submit resume to B. Bulthuis, 
Hopkins Public Schools, 1001 
Highway 7, Hopkins, MN 55305.
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University of Minnesota Outstanding 
Achievement Award goes to Chinese 
teaching pioneer Margaret Wong
By Greg Hugh

University of Minnesota President Eric 
Kaler and Regent Peggy Lucas recently pre-
sented Chinese language teaching pioneer 
Margaret Wong the University’s highest 
distinction for alumni, the Outstanding 
Achievement Award,  The award recognizes 
graduates or former students of the Univer-
sity who have attained unusual distinction 
in their chosen fields or professions, or in 
public service, and who have demonstrated 
outstanding achievement and leadership on 
a community, state, national or international 
level.

During the ceremony at Eastcliff, the 
president’s residence, remarks were pro-
vided by former students of Wong, including 
UMN Associate Vice President and Dean of 
International Programs Meredith McQuaid.  
President Kaler spoke about Wong’s nearly 
40-year career in Chinese education, reading 
a quote from Confucius: “If your plan is for 
one year, plant rice.  If your plan is for 10 
years, plant trees.  If your plan is for 100 
years, educate children.”

Wong says she was prepared for roast-
type portrayals during the remarks from 
former colleagues and students, but instead 
received only glowing remarks from those 
whose lives she had affected.  This was fur-
ther demonstrated when they all referred to 
her as “laoshi,” the Chinese term for teacher, 
experienced master.  One additional skill we 
learned she possessed was that of “match-
maker.”  There was at least one couple who 
acknowledged and attributed their marriage 
to Wong.

Over the course of her career, Wong 
started more than a dozen Chinese language 
programs at schools throughout the United 
States, including the first 13-year Chinese 
language curriculum at Breck School where 
she taught for 36 years.  In 1976, Wong led 

the first group of U.S. high 
school students to visit China 
to help immerse them in the 
language and culture.  She 
has since led 32 groups and 
more than 1,500 students.  
Wong extended the invita-
tion to the parents of the 
students so they could also 
experience Chinese culture 
as their children.  She has 
former students who are now 
living and working in China.  
Wong developed curriculum 
for K-12 Mandarin educa-
tion programs, authored a 
three-level Chinese textbook, 
and made positive, lifelong 
impacts on the thousands 
of students she taught and 
mentored.

Wong has served on the 
boards of a number of com-
munity organizations, includ-
ing the Chinese Heritage 
Foundation, the Minnesota 
Chapter of the U.S.-China 
Peoples Friendship Asso-
ciation, and the University 
of Minnesota’s Confucius 
Institute and China Center.  
She was nominated for the 
Outstanding Achievement 
Award by the Confucius 

Institute at the University of Minnesota.  
Wong is a 1963 graduate of the University 
where she studied French education with a 
Spanish minor. 

According to the biographic profile 
presented on the website of the Chinese 
Heritage Foundation:

Margaret Wong was born in China 
and, while still a child, fled China with her 
family in 1949, eventually settling in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil.  Subsequently she came to 
the United States for college and majored in 
foreign languages.  She taught French and 
Spanish for several years before embarking 
on her career of teaching Chinese language 
and culture, first in the Minneapolis Public 
Schools and later at Breck School.

Over the years she has created Chinese 
language programs for both the Minneapolis 
and St. Paul public schools, and later the 
Concordia Language Chinese Village.  
Every summer she has led her students and 
their parents on study tours to China.

Her contribution to the understanding 
of Chinese culture in Minnesota has been 
recognized by numerous awards. They in-
clude the Minnesota Chamber Excellence in 
Teaching Award, Dodge Foundation Award 
for Teaching of Chinese, U.S. Defense 
Education Award, Asian Pacific Education 
Award, and the Twin Cities International 
Citizen Award.  She was a founding member 
of the National Association of Chinese High 
School Language Teachers, and has served 
on the boards of many organizations, in-
cluding the U.S. China People's Friendship 
Association-MN, Organization of Chinese 
Americans-MN, and the China Center of the 
University of Minnesota.

In the year leading up to Wong’s re-
tirement, during interviews with several 

media outlets, it was reported that a class of 
students at Breck School in Golden Valley, 
were getting a hands-on Chinese language 
lesson focused on cooking.  Wong follows 
a recipe for Chinese dumplings as she 
instructs her class in the cafeteria, but her 
vision for her students is much larger.

"Most people think that teaching is to 
teach the subject, but I've been lucky enough 
to teach a language and the culture because 
of my own background," said Wong. 

In the 1970s, Wong was teaching French 
in Minnesota when she was recruited by 
Breck to start a Chinese language program.  
In 1979, Wong began her career at Breck and 
has taught Chinese to hundreds of students 
over the years starting with kindergarteners 
all the way through high school. 

"I remember in the early years people 
always questioned why do we even offer it 
[Chinese], but the main reason Breck started 
Chinese was because our head master at the 
time studied Chinese himself," said Wong.

Over the past 36 years, Wong's language 
lessons have always stretched beyond char-
acters and tones, said Tom Taylor, Breck's 
Upper School Director. 

"Margaret has taught students about 
being global citizens, about the impact that 
their choices have beyond the walls of our 
school," said Taylor.  "For our students to 
be able to see that and see that these kinds 
of lessons both in terms of the language, 
but also in terms of interacting with other 
cultures really carry beyond our walls and 
into their futures is enormous."

"What I teach them in Chinese is not just 
the vocabulary or the characters, I want them 
to learn how to learn," said Wong.

It's obvious that Wong loves teaching 
since it was announced at the award cer-
emony that she will be returning to Breck 
School in the fall to fill in for her replace-
ment, a former student and Breck School  
graduate, who will be on paternity leave.

Over the years, China Insight has 
published many articles written by Breck 
students commenting on their China trips, 
which Wong strongly encouraged as part 
of the trip requirement.  She was also a 
frequent contributor to China Insight dur-
ing the early years of our publication and 
provided many informative articles on the 
Chinese language.  China Insight joins the 
University in congratulating Wong on the 
Outstanding Achievement Award. ♦

Margaret Wong with Eric Kaler, president, University of 
Minnesota

Margaret Wong’s Outstanding 
Achievement Award from the University of 
Minnesota

Read ChinaInsight online 
www.chinainsight.info

Margaret Wong, center, surrounded by former colleagues and students who spoke at the 
presentation ceremony.
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“China’s Banking Transformation: 
the Untold Story” by James Stent 
Reviewed by Tim Summers, Asian Review of Books, June 20, 2017

“Finance is the lifeblood of the modern 
economy” has become something of a stock 
phrase for Chinese policymakers over recent 
years, uttered most recently by Xi Jinping 
as part of his speech to the Belt and Road 
Forum in Beijing in mid May.  Although 
this sounds like a capitalist mantra, what 
precisely might be meant by this phrase 
requires more in-depth understanding of 
China’s economy and its financial system.  
At the heart of that system still lie China’s 
banks, in spite of the rapid emergence of 

other financial institutions and instruments 
over the last decade.

While much of the international cover-
age of banks in China suggests that the sys-
tem is fundamentally unsound and prone to 
crisis, due to hidden non-performing loans 
and inefficiencies, Jim Stent’s in-depth ac-
count of “China’s Banking Transformation” 
sets out a rather different story.

Stent is uniquely well-qualified to write 
on this topic.  A career banker who has 
spent many years in Asia, Stent sat as an 

independent director on the boards of two 
Chinese banks, China Minsheng Bank and 
China Everbright Bank, during the period 
from 2003 to 2016.  What he witnessed was 
the transformation of China’s banks from 
“damaged relics of the planned economy 
into modern commercial banks”.

This is a story of a deliberate reform 
process strategically envisaged and care-
fully sequenced.  It can be traced to the early 
1990s, when key officials—in particular 
Zhu Rongji—realized that China’s bank-
ing system lagged behind its transforming 
economy, and that something needed to be 
done to rescue banks from bad loans, poor 
management, and inefficient operation.

In doing so, Zhu and others—the experts 
which the Party-state called on—sought to 
learn what they could from experience of 
banks elsewhere. Progress was slow but 
steady, moving from one issue to another. 
Stent recounts one example from his time 
at Everbright :

From … 2006, I repeatedly pointed 
out the dire need for upgrading retail bank 
service standard, which … was deplorable 
… Finally, in 2009, the CEO told me that 
the time had come to deal with this issue 
– management announced to the board 
that that was to be the year for launching 
the all-out ‘Sunshine Service Campaign.’  
I protested that a campaign was not what 
was needed, but rather than we needed a 

carefully worked out long term program to 
re-engineer service standards.  My protests 
were silenced with the explanation that mass 
mobilization of retail staff over the continu-
ous period of a full year, with slogans, train-
ing, drives, rewards, model workers, etc., 
would be the way this would be handled.  It 
worked, Chinese style.  After the first year 
of the campaign was finished, standards of 
retail service in most of the branches were 
up to international standards – and stayed 
that way.

By 2010, most of the work in transform-
ing the operations of the major banks had 
been done.  However, Stent does note that 
the state of second and third tier banks still 
varies substantially and there is more to 
do in other parts of the financial system, 
such as equity markets, which Stent sees 
as falling well short of the maturity of the 
banking section.

Foreign banks also had played a role as 
strategic investors.  But the view in China 
of Western, in particular American, banks 
changed dramatically as a result of the 
global financial crisis in 2008.  While Chi-
nese officials looked to learn from Western 
experience, their approach was pragmatic 
not ideological, looking to use what was 
helpful for the Chinese economy.

Author:  James Stent
Publisher:  Oxford University Press
Publication date:  December 2016
Hardcover:  304 pages

James Stent served for 13 years on the boards 
of two Chinese banks in Beijing and has been 
engaged in commercial banking in Asia for more 
than four decades.  He is interested not only in 
finance, but in the interfaces between finance, 
culture, and politics, all of which are explored 
in this book: 
Stent now divides his time between residences 
in Bangkok and California, traveling frequently 
to China as well.  Fluent in Chinese and Thai, he 
studied economic development at the Woodrow 
Wilson School at Princeton University and Asian 
history at the University of California, Berkeley.

Continued on page 15
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Andrew Moy plays lead role in “Shrek the 
Musical” 
Continued from page 1

audition and gain more confidence after he 
started to take voice lessons. In 2008, at only 
8, Moy auditioned for “Christmas Carol” at 
the Guthrie Theatre and, needless to say, his 
parents and him were totally surprised that 
he was selected. He continued to be part of 
that production for five years, appearing 
annually.

Since his first public performance at the 
Guthrie Theatre in 2008, Moy has appeared 
in numerous productions around the Twin 
Cities, including “Bridge to Terabitha” at 
Lyric Arts in 2009; “Baseball Saved Us” at 
Mixed Blood with Stages Theatre Company 
and Mu Theatre, 2009; “Jesus Christ Super 
Star,” Chanhassen Dinner Theatre, 2011; 
“Seussical,: Stages Theatre Company, 2012; 

“Where the Mountain Meets the Moon,” 
Stages, 2012; “The Mystery of Mall of 
America Death,” Bryant Lake Bowl The-
atre, 2013; “Starry River of the Sky,” Stages, 
2014; “Rudolph the Red Noise Reindeer;” 
and in 2015, created Behind the Scene 
social media on YouTube for “The Little 
Mermaid,” Stages. When asked which his 
favorite role was, he replied in the negative 
since “each role was a learning experience” 
for him.

What does he enjoy the most, acting 
or singing? Moy answered, “Both, since it 
was up to the performer to project whatever 
message the writer wanted to convey so 
I am challenged to deliver either through 
words or song that message.” While he 

Minnesota Orchestra appoints Fei Xie as 
next principal bassoon

Following an extensive audition process, Fei Xie will be new principal bassoon with the 
Minnesota Orchestra

When the Minnesota Orchestra begins 
its 2017-2018 season in September, Fei Xie 
(pronounced Fay Shee-eh) will be filling 
a position previously held for 45 years by 
John Miller, Jr.  

“I am extremely excited to move to 
the Twin Cities and to join the Minnesota 
Orchestra as the new principal bassoonist,” 
says Xie.  “When I played with the Orches-
tra for my audition, I was so impressed by 
the dedicated playing of the musicians and 
the strong leadership of Music Director 
Osmo Vänskä.  I was also overwhelmed 
with support and a warm welcome from 
the musicians.”

Xie is currently the principal bassoonist 
of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, an 
ensemble he first joined as second bassoon-
ist in 2008.  When he won the principal role 
in 2012, Xie became the first Chinese-born 
bassoonist to hold such a position in a major 
American symphony orchestra.  He was 
previously a member of the Houston Grand 
Opera, principal bassoonist of the Mansfield 
Symphony in Ohio, and guest principal bas-
soonist with the Houston Symphony and 
Baltimore Chamber Orchestra.

Xie made his concerto debut with the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra in perfor-

mances of Mozart’s Bassoon Concerto, 
receiving high praise from critics of The 
Washington Post and Baltimore Sun.  He 
has performed at many summer festivals 
including Festival Mozaic, Sun Valley Sum-
mer Symphony, Tanglewood Music Center, 
National Repertory Orchestra and Music 
Academy of the West.  In 2010, he was a 

has performed in various venues that in-
cluded several Fringe Festival appearances, 
Moy commented that the Stages Theatre 
Company provided him with a very sup-
portive environment to hone his skills as a 
performer. As to any advice he would give 
an aspiring performer, he responded, “Just 
have fun and make sure you enjoy what you 
are doing.” 

Moy’s appearance in the lead role of 
“Shrek” (runs through July 30) may be the 
last time you’ll see him 
perform for a while 
since he will be leaving 
the Twin Cities to at-
tend Columbia College 
Chicago where he will 
be majoring in film 
and TV production. 
Perhaps his dream of 
becoming a game show 
host will come true.

“Shrek The Musi-
cal” is perfect for all 
ages. Tickets are on 
sale now! Visit www.
stagestheatre.org for 
specific performance 
dates and times, or call 
the Box Office at (952) 
979-1111.

Stages  Theat re 
Company, located in 
the Hopkins Center 
for the Arts facility in 
Hopkins, Minnesota 
was founded in 1984 
and since then has 
grown to become one 
of the largest profes-

sional theatres for young audiences in the 
country. They engage young artists with 
themes relevant to their lives and involve 
them in creating magical works featuring 
young people in meaningful roles. Through 
theatrical productions, workshops, conser-
vatory classes and other outreach programs, 
Stages Theatre Company annually serves 
more than 145,000 young people and their 
families. ♦

finalist and prize-winner at the International 
Double Reed Society’s Gillet-Fox competi-
tion, where he was the only American bas-
soonist chosen for the final round.

An avid educator, Xie has taught mas-
ter classes at conservatories and festivals 
throughout the U.S., China and Brazil.  He 
is currently on the faculty at the University 

of Maryland and will be the bassoon coach 
for the inaugural season of the NYO-China 
(National Youth Orchestra of China) this 
summer.  He also served as a faculty member 
at Campos do Jordão International Music 
Festival in Brazil for two seasons.  While 
in Brazil, Xie performed Kalevi Aho’s 
Quintet for Bassoon and Strings with the 
award-winning Quarteto Radamés Gnattali 
and was described by Aho himself as having 
“the perfect sound.”

A native of China, Xie comes from a 
musical family.  His parents and uncle are 
renowned Peking Opera musicians.  He 
started piano lessons at age 3 and began 
bassoon studies when he was 13.  He now 
holds a bachelor’s degree from Oberlin 
Conservatory and a master’s degree from 
Rice University.  His primary teachers and 
influences are George Sakakeeny and Ben-
jamin Kamins, who was associate principal 
bassoon of the Minnesota Orchestra from 
1972 to 1981.

“Fei is not only a great player, but will 
also be a terrific colleague,” said Acting 
Principal Bassoon Mark Kelley.  “We are all 
— especially the bassoon section — looking 
forward to having him join the Minnesota 
Orchestra.” ♦
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Hong Kong, SAR: 20 years on
By Elaine Dunn

July 1 is Canada Day.  This year was 
the 150th anniversary of Canada officially 
becoming a country, and, despite the rains, 
the Canadians celebrated.  Even when Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau left out naming one 
of its provinces, its festive spirit was not 
dampened.

Not so in Hong Kong, who also cel-
ebrates its lesser-known Special Administra-
tive Region Establishment Day on July 1.

All the key players were there: Chinese 
President Xi Jinping; HK’s newly sworn-in 
chief executive and career bureaucrat Carrie 
Lam; the armed forces and the media.  But 
the Hong Kongers, much like 20 years prior, 
were in no mood to party or take part in any 
celebration.  Twenty years after the former 
British colony was handed back to China in 
1997, Hong Kongers can see the territory’s 
“Special Administrative Region” status be-
ing encroached upon by those in Beijing’s 
central government.

It’s obvious to most Hong Kongers that 
the semi-autonomy they were promised is 
fast disappearing.  Reality is sinking in: they 
have no choice but be integrated into the 
fold of its up-and-coming powerful Com-
munist motherland.  Forget “One County, 
Two Systems.”  Forget democracy.  Forget 
independence.   Beijing’s “hands-off” ap-
proach has given way to more overt (and 
menacing) ways in recent years.  

Xi’s stern message at the Golden 
Bauhinia Square on the 20th anniversary did 
not allay their fears either.  “Any attempt to 
endanger China’s sovereignty and security, 
challenge the power of the central govern-
ment… or use Hong Kong to carry out 
infiltration and sabotage activities against 
the mainland is an act that crosses the red 
line and is absolutely impermissible,” said 
he.  Pro-democracy protesters, be warned!  
Nevertheless, diehard protesters were heard 
to chant “Down with the Communist Party!” 
after Xi’s departure.

Though not without ups and downs, 
most opinions on the handover were 
positive 10 years into it.  However, the 

2008 University of Hong 
Kong’s annual survey on 
Hong Kongers’ identity 
showed a sharp rise in 
more residents identify-
ing themselves as "Hong 
Konger”  o r  “Hong 
Konger in China,” not 
“Chinese,” signaling the 
beginning of residents’ 
resistance to identifying 
with Beijing.

So what brought 
things to the current ac-
rimonious point?

Per the 1997 “One 
Country, Two Systems” principle, China 
agreed not to interfere in Hong Kong’s 
internal affairs for at least 50 years.  Hong 
Kong’s capitalist laissez faire system and 
political liberties were to stay in place until 
2047.  However, …

 In September 2002 Beijing signaled 
its wish to enforce Basic Law Article 23, 
requiring Hong Kong to enact laws of its 
own to protect national security.  This con-
troversial anti-sedition/anti-subversive law 
to protect the colony from the Communist 
Party and the Kuomintang had been in place 
under British rule as well.  However, it had 
not been enforced since the 1960s.  On July 
1, 2003, half a million people took to the 
streets of Hong Kong in protest of the law 
against “any act of treason, secession, sedi-
tion, subversion against the Central People’s 
Government.”  The Hong Kongers pushed 
back hard on Beijing’s veiled attempt to 
erode their civil liberties further, in particu-
lar, their freedom of speech and their right 
to political organization.

Since 2003, July 1 has become a day 
for rallies of varying sizes, and over wide-
ranging issues: call for democracy, protest 
over violation of Falun Gong members’ 
rights on the mainland, working conditions 
of foreign domestic workers, the widening 
wealth gap between the local “haves” and 
“have nots,” even calling for the resignation 
of the chief executive.  But the underlying 
protest was usually for Hong Kongers’ right 
to select their own political leader.

In 2012, a “national patriotic education” 
curriculum was proposed by Beijing to be 
incorporated into Hong Kong’s school cur-
riculum.  This was considered a move by 
Beijing to politicize and brainwash young, 
impressionable Hong Kong students.  Led 
by a 14-year-old student by the name of 
Joshua Wong, thousands took to the streets 
to object.  The government backed down.  
The patriotic education curriculum was 
scrapped.  The protests also proved to be 
a referendum on the then newly appointed 
chief executive (C.Y. Leung), who was more 
pro-Beijing than his predecessors.  It pro-
vided a boost for the pro-democracy camp.

In 2014, when Beijing’s Standing Com-
mittee of the National People's Congress is-
sued a decision regarding proposed reforms 
to the Hong Kong electoral system, which 
essentially amounted to pre-screening can-
didates for HK’s chief executive, hundreds 
of thousands protested under the leader-
ship of none other than Joshua Wong.  The 
peaceful protesters occupied major public 
spaces in Hong Kong’s financial district for 
79 days.  Their use of umbrellas to shield 
themselves from police tear gas gave the 
protest the name of “Umbrella Revolution.”  

Not all Hong Kong residents were sym-
pathetic to the pro-democracy protesters 
though.  The inconvenience caused by the 
protesters angered many locals, especially 
the older generation, who had generally 
welcomed Hong Kong's return to China and 
think the city will benefit economically and 
politically in the long run.  The protests cre-
ated a rift between generations and height-
ened tensions between the pro-Beijing and 
pro-democracy camps.

In 2015, the deferred appointment of a 
liberal candidate to the pro vice chancellor 
post at the University of Hong Kong caused 
students to storm the council meeting venue.  
The candidate was said to have close ties to 
one of the 2014 pro-democracy protest or-
ganizers, and had been publicly criticized in 
Hong Kong’s pro-Beijing newspaper.  The 
vice chancellor who opposed the delay in 
appointing the pro vice chancellor  said in 
an interview with Times Higher Education 
that there was “a lot of politics around the 
process of filling that post…There’s a lot of 
speculation that the person that may get ap-
pointed to that post may be somebody whose 
politics wouldn’t be palatable to all parties.” 

Also in 2015, five Hong Kong booksell-
ers disappeared mysteriously in the fall.  
Later, as detail emerged, the world learned 
one was held for five months, had to sign 
away his rights to legal representation and to 
see his family.  The abductions by Chinese 
authorities horrified Hong Kongers and the 
international community alike.  Their crime?  
For selling publications not complimentary 
of Chinese officials.

When two newly elected pro-indepen-
dence Hong Kong legislators were barred 
by China from taking office in 2016 because 
they did not adhere to the standard wording 
when taking the oath, thousands of lawyers 
took to Hong Kong streets to protest.  Mem-
ber of the judiciary were concerned that 
Beijing’s move may “deal a severe blow 
to the independence of the judiciary and 
the power of final adjudication of the Hong 
Kong court.”  From China’s perspective, if 
the disqualified legislators-elect do not sub-
scribe to the fact that China has sovereignty 
over Hong Kong, they should abstain from 
the legislature.

Hong Kong’s first Legislative Coun-

cil after the handover took place in May 
1998.  The 60 seats were split two-thirds to 
one-third between the pro-Beijing and pro-
democracy parties.  By September 2016, a 
third faction advocating “localism” – pre-
serving Hong Kong’s autonomy and local 
culture – had entered the picture.  

Why does Beijing not want Hong Kong 
to be “the beacon of democracy,” as ABC 
News puts it?  The communist government 
does not want the calls for democracy to 
spread within the mainland.  It does not 
want the mainlanders to clamor for higher 
levels of freedom or see that democracy 
provides a better life than what they know.  
As things stand, the many mainlanders 
who have migrated to Hong Kong, which 
is approximately 13 percent of the Hong 
Kong population in 2016, have completely 
embraced Hong Kong’s affluence, its West-
ern lifestyle, its comparatively high level of 
freedom of speech and thought.  Chinese 
students studying in Hong Kong, in par-
ticular, appreciate their right to challenge 
teachers in classrooms.

 Hong Kong’s press freedom is protected 
by Article 27 of its Basic Law.  Since the 
handover, however, Hong Kong’s ranking 
on the World Press Freedom Index (com-
piled by Paris-based Reporters Without 
Borders) has fallen from a very respectable 
18 in 1997 to 73in 2017 out of 180 coun-
tries.   During the Umbrella Revolution, the 
headquarters of the Hong Kong paper, Apple 
Daily, that is openly critical of Beijing was 
firebombed and its founder was harassed.  
Reporters and editors were attacked, (“Thy 
surname be ‘Party’,” China Insight, April 
2016, p. 13).  Since 2015, toning down the 
critical voice of the press saw the termi-
nation of outspoken columnists.  Online 
news outlets such as Hong Kong Free Press 
and Initium were denied access to certain 
government press conferences and official 
events, including some related to the 20th 
handover anniversary.  Former chief ex-
ecutive C.Y. Leung threatened defamation 
lawsuits against the Hong Kong Economic 
Journal and Apple Daily to abate their cover-
age of his alleged abuse of power and ties 
with the Triads.  “China has been mobilising 
the local business elite and making them do 
much of its dirty work ... Self-censorship is 
only a phone call away,” commented one 
columnist.  

Clearly, Hong Kongers’ fear for their 
future is palpable and understandable.

Within 150 years, Hong Kong grew 
from a barren rock to become one of the 
world’s most vibrant cities, albeit under a 
very different set of rules, regulations and 
political ideology.  Can its new chief execu-
tive Carrie Lam now channel some of the 
same entrepreneurial spirit to restore it to 
its former glory?  After all, all most Hong 
Kongers long for is the opportunity to elect 
their own leader directly, unlike the way she 
came to power.  (“March 26, 2017: sham 
democracy,” China Insight, March 2017, 
p. 15). ♦
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how lucky they are.  You still have a lot of 
freedom and space to criticize, to disclose, 
to review, to share knowledge, to educate 
people and to guide people out of the dark-
ness, even though the situation is getting 
more difficult.  Maybe it’s a bad thing for 
the United States to have a bad president, 
but it’s not a bad thing for journalists to live 
in this society at this moment.  You have a 
lot to do, and you are making a difference.  
But I also want to tell my Chinese journalist 
friends that freedom is never free.  We are 
not born into a free society; we are born to 
work with our feet and hands in pain.  So 
we have to work very hard to fight for press 
freedom.  Once you see that, journalism 
can make a difference.  I  urge my Chinese 
friends never to give up.

CI: The New York Times reported only 
about 1/3 of the millennials believe it is 
essential to live in a democracy.  You have 
lived in both China and the United States, 
do you think it is essential to reside in a 
democracy?

Wu: I think I have already stated this, but 
I want to repeat.  Of course, it’s important 
to live in a democracy.  If you are lucky to 
be born in a democratic society, you take a 
lot of things for granted.  You take freedom 
for granted, you take the internet without a 
firewall for granted, you take for granted that 
the courts would always safeguard people’s 
fundamental constitutional rights and that 
they should always help people speak their 
mind.  If you were born in a democracy, you 
probably never know there are people in a 
country like China who don’t know what 
it feels to be able to speak freely in their 
lifetime.  People are not able to even access 
Facebook without using VPN.  And they 
probably are never free of the fears when 
they speak their mind. 

So, of course freedom is essential.  It’s 
an essential fundamental institution that 
allows people to live like humans.  But 
democracy couldn’t solve all of our prob-
lems, so you should keep democracy in 
good shape, always renovate it, create it 
and improve upon it.  It’s not like you have 
democracy, take a lot of factors for granted, 
and then you say, OK, we don’t need democ-
racy, and then say you’ll make a country 
great again by adopting some dictatorship 
practice or measures that have been adopted 
by totalitarian government because it’s more 
convenient and seemingly more efficient in 
settling social and economic conflicts?  I 
think one irony in Chinese society is that 
because of the twisted re-interpretation and 
incomplete access to the facts, people read 
about a “chaotic” American election and the 
debates over the political issues, and draw 
a conclusion that democracy is too trouble-
some.  While at the same time, people long 
for the freedoms fundamentally guaranteed 
by a democratic constitutionalism.  I also 
met some radical leftist Americans in New 
York who are frustrated by the result of the 
recent election and hastily drew a conclu-
sion that democracy is doomed. This is too 
cynical too.  Don’t be naive and foolish, and 
say, OK, we don’t need democracy, we only 
need bread and butter, not like this.

CI: Finally, given your past "restrictive" 
environment, how would you have cov-
ered the 2016 U.S. election?  Do you think 
you could have been more objective than 
the American journalists?

Wu: I was working at the Initium Media, 
a Hong Kong digital media outlet with the 
server based outside mainland China.  We 
work in a model that is free of self-censor-
ship.  However, the Great Firewall blocks 
almost all the overseas news websites and 
the most popular social media services, 
including Facebook, YouTube, Instagram 
and Twitter, New York Times, CNN, the 
Washington Post, you name it.  It's techni-
cally extremely challenging for Chinese in-
ternet users to acquire firsthand information 
about the American election in real time.  
Reading the original stories published in 
foreign languages by American media, or 
in Chinese by the Hong Kong and Taiwan 
media, is culturally and technically diffi-
cult.  You will find, in addition to language 
barrier, the internet censorship makes it 
extremely hard for the majority of ordinary 
Chinese readers to draw a comprehensive 
picture about the 2016 American election 
in a neutral and balanced way.  In mainland 
China, the official censors' and state-owned 
media urge journalists to behave objectively, 
yet they still censor the content that might 
jeopardize Sino-U.S. relations, or make the 
Chinese readers realize that democracy is 
good and people need the freedom to vote, 
which mainland Chinese do not have.  

Journalists are eager to do objective 
reporting, and some of the leading orga-
nizations have sent correspondents to the 
United States to cover the campaigns and 
final election.   Journalists are trying to 
give balanced angle, to explain the context 
and avoid sinking into partisan political 
arguments.  But I observed the professional 
standard and collection of background 
information decided that only very few in-
ternational journalists who are very familiar 
with American election and political process 
could give a more comprehensive and in-
sightful coverage.  Firsthand interviews are 
insufficient.  The reporting is mainly based 
on analysis and reviews, translating and cit-
ing the American media content.  Such citing 
can be partial, depending on whether you are 
quoting CNN or Fox News.  There is also a 
danger that such citing and reinterpretation 
have to serve the political agenda decided 
by the state government propaganda line.  
Covering the American election, this issue 
can become very politically sensitive as 
the Chinese government has a complicated 
attitude toward both candidates and had an 
even more divided propaganda principle on 
media narrative and critics on Donald Trump 
as a president.  There are official directives 
that Chinese media must be "cautious," 
must avoid criticizing Trump.  And some 
publishing houses received instructions 
to temporarily ban books commenting on 
Trump.  How the Chinese media covered the 
2016 U.S. election is a tricky and huge issue, 
worthy of further discussion.  It's not any 
less complicated than in the United States.  ♦

Society

Reporting from China
Continued from page 6

Stent shows that Chinese policy makers 
never intended simply to try and implement 
some sort of “Western” economic model in 
China, and that the banking transformation 
also demonstrates particular features of the 
Chinese economy.  At the heart of the gov-
ernment’s strategy for the banks is the idea 
that they should “serve the real economy”.  
Moreover, the state is likely to continue to 
play a role in the banking system, includ-
ing through “hybrid” governance involving 
the bank’s board and the regulator in a way 
which is “more intrusive and controlling 
than in the West”.  Stent explains too why 
he thinks it unlikely (and inappropriate) that 
China will go down the route of wholesale 
privatization of the banking sector.

Of course, not all will agree that is the 
best way forward, and some may still have 
more criticisms of the banks themselves to 
offer.  But understanding the wider political 
and economic context and modus operandi 

About the reviewer  

Tim Summers writes about politics, 
economy, and international relations 
of contemporary China and advises 
corporations and investors on China.  
He is a Senior Consulting Fellow with 
Chatham House in London.  He also 
teaches at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, where he also obtained a 
doctorate degree in Chinese Studies. 
Summers was British Consul-General 
in Chongqing from 2004 to 2007.  
His”Yunnan - A Chinese Bridgehead 
to Asia” was published in 2013.

WWTT?
Continued from page 4

Chinese motorists.  On the back window of their cars!

Motorists in China sick of having cars following them shining 
their high beams at them have taken to give the offending mo-
torists a fright.  The images are pretty much invisible until hit by 
high beams!  You can buy these decals on TaoBao.

Of course the police are fining morotists caught with these 
installed as they cause accidents!

What were they thinking?

Books 

China’s Banking 
Transformation
Continued from page 12

of China’s banks should be the first step for 
engaging with the sector in China.  Stent 
delivers this through his detailed, thorough 
and comprehensive account of China’s 
banking transformation. ♦

Harbin, China, spotlight of 
July 16 Minneapolis Sister 
Cities Day celebration

Minneapolis Sister Cities is hosting 
Minneapolis Sister Cities Day 2017 on 
Sunday, July 16, 1–5 p.m. at Nicollet Island 
Pavilion (40 Power St, Minneapolis).  

Bring the family to enjoy free ice cream 
in celebration of Minneapolis’ connections 
with all 12 of the sister cities.  This year, 
the spotlight will be on Harbin, China, as 
it is the 25th anniversary of the sister city 
relation. There will be a performance by 

the local Hong De Lion Dance Association.  
A delegation from Harbin will be visiting 
Minneapolis later this year to recognize this 
anniversary formally.

In addition to free ice cream, this event 
will also feature multicultural entertainment, 
children activities and refreshments.  Full 
entertainment schedule is available at http://
bit.ly/2uw0Xoq ♦
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Scenes from the recent Dragon Festival that included dragon boat races and vendors offering goods and services along with exhibits and 
performances by numerous ethnic organizations. (Photos above and below left)

Ming Tchou (seated, center), founder of the Chinese Heritage Foundation, 
celebrates her 93rd birthday on a Lake Minnetonka dinner boat cruise with 
family and friends.

US-China Peoples Friendship Association (USCPFA) at Dragon 
Festival

Community Snapshots is a new feature for the community to submit and share photos from past or upcoming events.   Whether 
you belong to a business, nonprofit, personal or educational organization, just submit a high resolution photo with informative 
caption of your event. There is no guarantee that all submissions will be published.  Submission of such material is solely the op-
tion of the sender and will, by the very nature of submission, grants China Insight permission to print and holds it harmless for 
publication of same.

Left: Mark your calendars 
for Sept. 7- Oct 22, 2017. 
Check the September 
issue of China Insight for 
details on the Twin Cities 
Lantern Festival, a fun 
and educational family 
event.

The Minnesota International Chinese School marching in Edina’s 4th of July parade and is the first Chinese group ever to appear in the parade that has been held 
since 1988. It couldn’t happen at a more appropriate time since the theme of the parade this year was EDUCATION. (Photos above and below left)


