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CAAM Chinese Dance Theater
celebrates 25 years with annual
Chinese New Year production

Dancers Sophie Braga and Hein Huynh, photo taken by Jijun He
CAAM Chinese Dance Theater
celebrates 25 years of bringing the finest
Chinese dance to St. Paul, the Twin Cities
and the Midwest with one of its most

dazzling shows to date: “Keepsakes: A
Chinese Love Story” on 7 p.m., Saturday,
Jan. 28, and 2 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 29 at
O’Shaughnessy Auditorium, St. Catherine

University, 2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul.
Artistic director and celebrated
choreographer Lili Teng works her magic
once again in this world premiere of
an original dance drama that invites
audiences to enter a world of Chinese
rituals, celebrations and matchmaking,
where romantic love is pitted against
ancient tradition.
Nearly 100 dancers will grace the
stage in this graceful, intricate, acrobatic
performance that explores Chinese arts,
such as embroidery and pottery, as boy
meets girl and love blooms during the
Lantern and Dragon Boat festivals. Can
love overcome tradition? Enter a world
of Chinese rituals, celebrations and
matchmaking, where romantic love is
pitted against ancient tradition.
The performance will be the highlight
of Chinese New Year!
continued on page 9
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Business & Economics
Data on Minnesota Exports for Third Quarter 2016 – Published Nov. 2016
For More Information: Shane Delaney, 651-259-7236

Figure 1. Lower Exports for Two-Thirds of States
Minnesota exports slide 2 percent
in the Third Quarter to $4.9 billion
Minnesota exports of goods (including
agricultural, mining and manufactured
products) were worth $4.9 billion, representing a slight drop of 2 percent (or $124
million) between the third quarters of 2015
and 2016. This continued slide was consistent with national trends, with U.S. exports
also falling 2 percent during this period.
• Between the first nine months of 2015
and 2016, Minnesota and U.S. exports have
fallen 5 percent.
• For the manufacturing sector, Minnesota
exported $4.5 billion in the third quarter of
2016. Both U.S. and Minnesota manufactured exports fell 4 percent.
Exports grow strongly to Asia,
decline sharply to Canada and
Decline 0% Growth
Europe
MN: -2%
• Minnesota exports grew strongly in Asia,
U.S. :-2%
increasing 12 percent to $1.7 billion. Strong
performers included China ($605 million,
up 10 percent), Korea ($217 million, up and Algeria (up 411 percent to $6 million). Germany (down 14 percent), Belgium
33 percent), Singapore ($160 million, up • The state’s exports to North America (down 12 percent), Austria (down 69
37 percent), and Taiwan ($119 million, up decreased 9 percent; exports to Canada percent), Sweden (down 37 percent), and
21 percent).
dropped 13 percent to $1 billion while the United Kingdom (down 12 percent).
• Another successful region for Minnesota those to Mexico dropped 3 percent to $617 However, exports grew to Italy (up 38
export growth was Africa ($52 million, up million.
percent) and the Netherlands (up 23
40 percent). Growth was mainly driven by • Exports fell 8 percent to Europe to $1 percent).
continued on page 5
Ethiopia (up from $26,000 to $11 million) billion. Demand weakened the most to
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Greetings,
All of us at China Insight hope you had
a great holiday season and are managing to
cope with the exceptionally frigid weather
we are experiencing. We are excited to
resume our regular publishing schedule
after taking a month off. We are reenergized
and proud to begin our 16th year of
publishing. We continue to be committed
to focusing on promoting cultural and
business understanding between the U.S.
and the Peoples Republic of China, along
with serving the Chinese community of the
Twin Cities.

As most of you may know already,
Chinese New Year 2017 will occur on
January 28. We wish all our friends in

the community a Happy Chinese New
Year (Gung hey fat choi) as we prepare to
celebrate the Year of the Rooster. According
to the Chinese 12-year animal zodiac
cycle, which 2017 will be year 4715, other
rooster years are1921, 1933, 1945, 1957,
1969, 1981, 1993, 2005.If you were born a
Rooster, you will often find success when
you allow yourself to be led by your instinct.
Each Chinese zodiac year begins on Chinese
New Year’s Day.
Although there are many interesting
legends and stories explaining the start of
the Chinese New Year festival, the main two
reasons for the festival are:
• To celebrate a year of hard work, have a
good rest, and relax with family
• To wish for a lucky and prosperous coming
year
Chinese believe a good start to the
year will lead to a lucky year. Chinese
traditionally celebrated the start of a new
year of farm work, and wished for a good
harvest (when most were farmers). This
has now evolved to celebrating the start of
a new business year and wishing for profits
and success in various vocations. There are
many traditions followed by Chinese, which
you may find in past January-March issues
of China Insight at www.chinainsight.info.
More modern activities include watching
the CCTV Gala, sending instant message

greetings, and cyber money gifts. Browse
through this issue to find details of local
organizations celebrating Chinese New
Year, including Mall of America and the
CAAM Chinese Dance Theatre.
We invite you to let us know how your
own organization celebrated Chinese New
Year by submitting a brief recap of your
event along with any photos with captions.
We also welcome anyone who wishes to
comment and share their experience on
an event they may have attended. To be
considered and included in the March issue,
please submit your information to me at
ghugh@chinainsight.info no later than
February 14, 2017.
As always, we appreciate your support
and wish all of you a healthy and prosperous
Year of the Rooster.
Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
Publisher-CEO
China Insight, Inc.

William Chen
articles@chinainsight.info
Chuck Li
articles@chinainsight.info
Chang Wang
articles@chinainsight.info
Patrick Welsh
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China
Briefs
Groom in gown

Here’s the start to a successful
marriage: a groom in Sichuan Province
donned a wedding gown so the bride
could appear in a tux at their wedding
ceremony. Apparently, the bride felt
she might look fat in a gown since she
gained some weight. Said the groom,
“Sometimes you just have to put yourself
in her shoes.” In this case, in her dress!
No cake decorations
A company with offices in a building
off the Bund in Shanghai had the building
decorated to celebrate its anniversary.
However, the Huangpu District authorities
ordered all strawberry shortcake-like
decorations taken down within two days.
Did the authorities not like strawberries?
No, because the building had stately
looking colonial neighbors and the pink
cake decorations were deemed out of
place among the historic landmarks.
iPhones wanted
An enterprising single woman in
Shenzhen requested each of her 20
boyfriends to buy her an iPhone 7 shortly
following its release in China. She sold
all of them to a phone “recycler” and
netted USD17,000, which she promptly
used as down payment for a house in the
countryside.
The amazing story was corroborated
by the BBC, which confirmed the mobile
recycling firm had bought 20 iPhones
from a single woman in October.
Foreigners preferred
A survey of 2000 18-40 year-olds
conducted by the Shanghai Matchmaking
Association revealed in November 2016
that only three percent of Shanghai
singles would accept a partner from
northern China. What’s the reason for
their aversion to northerners?-.Different
living habits, culture, temperament; but
the dominant use of garlic in their food
was THE big turnoff. Nineteen percent
said they’d rather take a foreigner,
someone from Hong Kong, Macau or
Taiwan, over a northerner.
Orange snatchers
A rookie long-haul truck driver from
Hunan Province had an accident on a
rural Jiangxi Province highway. His
cargo of oranges spilled all over the road.
Villagers living nearby showed up, but
NOT to help him or his nephew, but to
snatch up all the oranges they could!
The driver put up a gallant effort to fend
off the locals, but was attacked by the
opportunistic thieves. It was too much
for the poor driver -- he broke down and
cried!
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Quality of life declines
Hong Kong’s quality of life declined
two years in a row and reached its lowest
level since 2003, according to a Chinese
University of Hong Kong study. The 2015
score of 101.83 was only slightly better than
the lowest recorded score from 2003. The
study examined 23 indices
such as housing affordability,
freedom of speech, economy,
noise pollution, etc. from
responses of 1,000 Hong
Kongers and showed 12 out
of the 23 indicators worsened
in 2015.
The study began in 2002
and its result is intended to
provide policymakers and the
community “useful reference
tool” to enhance the quality of

life for HK people. The three indices that
had the biggest drop are public expenditure
on health, housing affordability ratio and
freedom of speech, with 19.84 percent,
18.57 percent and 18.05 percent decreases
respectively from the previous year. ♦

Space
competition
on
On Nov.3, China launched its most powerful rocket from a southern Hainan Island.
The Long March CZ-5 can lift 25 tons of
cargo (similar to the most powerful launch
vehicle in the U.S. space fleet), and will be
used in China’s Mars exploration program.
A professor at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in California predicted the
competition in space between China and
U.S. would increase with the success of this
rocket launch. ♦

Trump’s Chinese
“origin”
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2016 Singles’ Day numbers
Singles’ Day, Nov. 11, began as a
joke for Chinese university students who
were not in a meaningful relationship.
To compensate for their single status,
they decided to buy gifts for themselves.
Alibaba initially embraced the event to
raise awareness for eCommerce.
This Chinese online shopping frenzy
has now become the world’s biggest online shopping day, with orders coming in
from 150 countries. The 24-hour sales
volume in 2016 far surpassed the combined sales from Thanksgiving, Black
Friday and Cyber Monday in the U.S.
2016 Singles’ Day sales reached record-breaking levels:
17.8 billion USD was spent by Chinese
consumers on Singles’ Day 2016, up from
2015’s 14.3 billion. By comparison, 2016
Black Friday and Cyber Monday sales in
U.S. were $3.34 billion and $3.45 billion
respectively.
1 billion USD sales came in within the
first five minutes and 5 billion during the
first two hours of Singles’ Day.
32 percent increase in sales in 2016 Singles’ Day. (2015 sales was USD$18.7
billion.)
657 million online orders generated
through Alibaba’s Tmall and Taobao.
175,000 orders per second poured in
within the first hour of the day.
82 percent of gross merchandise value
were made on tablets and smartphones.
(Mobile purchases for Cyber Monday in
the U.S. was 35 percent.)
800 million Chinese own and use smartphones and some 430 million are active
shoppers on Tmall.

Donald Trump registered to provide
commercial and residential properties in
Beijing in 2006, which was rejected by
China’s State Administration for Industry
and Commerce (SAIC). He also lost an
appeal in May 2015. However, the presidentelect’s new application was approved days
after winning the presidential election. In

fact, there is a rumor (accompanying image)
circulating on Chinese social media that
Trump was born in a salt mining town in
Sichuan Province! Apparently, “Trump” in
Chinese is “chuan pu,” which sounds like
“Sichuan dialogue.” It also says Trump’s
father was in China and “made a fortune
trading in salt.” ♦

1 billion transactions were paid through
Alipay (think Paypal) during the 24 hours.
12 percent increase in individual order
value from 2015.
27 percent of the purchases were for the
14,000 international brands that participated in the event.

news
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Customs’
explosive
haul

Following a tip from the mainland, HK
Customs inspected containers from Taiwan at
the container terminal and discovered nine containers held armored vehicles with explosives.
Further investigation revealed the shipment was
en route to Singapore. Singapore Ministry of
Defense were shipping the equipment home
via commercial carriers after overseas training
exercises. Will HK release the equipment expeditiously or allow China to use it as a leverage
point in the South China Sea territorial issue? ♦

WWTT?

What’s that?? How is a cup a time sex thing? And in a
supermarket? (Answer on p.15)

“Fatty”
banned
North Korean officials lodged a
formal complaint with Chinese officials
about calling Kim Jong Un “Jin San
Pang” (Kim Fatty the Third) on Chinese
websites. The irreverent nickname is
widely used by young netizens. Chinese
websites appear to be censoring the use
of the nickname as a search on Baidu
in mid-November returned no results!♦

Government & Politics
Official 2017
Henry Kissinger keynotes
Chinese public
C100 event on “U.S.-China
holiday schedule
Relations in the Trump-Xi Era”
The Chinese government has released the list of official days
off for 2017. It looks like a lot of days, but the official version
lists “make-up” days for days you got off! So how can it be
called “holiday” schedule if you have to make up for being off?
Don’t ask!
But for those planning a trip to China in 2017, this list may
help in planning when NOT to go!
New Year’s Day:
Dec. 31 - Jan. 2
Spring Festival (Chinese New
Year): Jan. 27 – Feb. 2
Ching Ming (Tomb Sweeping
Festival): April 2-4
Labor Day:
May and following weekend
Dragon Boat Festival:
May 23-30
Mid-Autumn Festival +
National Day: Oct. 1-8

On Dec 14, 2016, the Committee
of 100 (C100) and the Cheung
Kong Graduate School of Business
(CKGSB) co-hosted a series of
important conversations in New York
to discuss “U.S.-China Relations in
the Trump-Xi Era”. The sold-out
event featured a distinguished lineup of speakers, including former
U.S. Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger; C100 member and Director
of the Brookings Institute John L.
Thornton China Center Dr. Cheng
Li; former U.S. Trade Representative
and Chairman and CEO, Hills &
Company Ambassador Carla A.
Hills; Founding Dean, CKGSB Dr.
Bing Xiang; and C100 Chairman
Frank H. Wu. Occurring at a time
of uncertainty in the U.S.-China
relationship, this timely event drew on
the speakers’ unique and expert views,

with Dr. Kissinger lending invaluable
insight as the only person since the
2016 U.S. elections to have met with
both Chinese President Xi Jinping and
President-Elect Donald Trump.
C100 Chairman Frank H.
Wu delivered opening remarks,
underscoring the importance of
bridge-building to deepen mutual
understanding between the U.S. and
China in light of recent events. Wu
moderated the first panel on China’s
economic development with CKGSB
Dean Bing Xiang, who discussed
challenges and opportunities that lie
ahead for China and the U.S. in an
age of post-neoliberalism.
In the second panel, the Honorable
Henry A. Kissinger and C100
member Dr. Cheng Li held a dynamic
discussion on “The Role and Impact of
Leadership in U.S.-China Relations.”

Their conversation was moderated by
Ambassador Carla A. Hills, former
U.S. trade representative and current
co-chair of the Council on Foreign
Relations. When asked to comment on
Trump’s recent “One China” remarks,
Kissinger said, “I was a participant in
the establishment of that policy and I
have supported it in 8 administrations,
Democratic and Republican,
and it was not a disputed policy at
that time … .Every President of the
U.S. since 1971, of both parties, has
accepted this framework and once that
framework is studied, I do not expect
it to be overturned.” Reflecting on
Trump’s call to Taiwan, Kissinger
said, “to make Taiwan the key issue
at the beginning of this dialogue, is in
my view not the most efficient way of
proceeding.”
continued on page 13
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business & economics

Minnesota 3rd quarter export
statistics
continued from page 1
Figure 2. Minnesota’s Top 10 Export Markets, Third Quarter 2016

Figure 3.
Export
Trends for
Minnesota’s
Top 5 Optic
and Medical
Products,
Third Quarter
2016

Figure 4. Minnesota’s Top 10 Exported Product Groups, Third Quarter 2016

Growth in cereals, aircraft, meat
and metal products help offset other
declines
• Cereals exports jumped 112 percent to
$113 million, driven by wheat ($34 million,
up 263 percent) – based on demand in new
markets such as Italy ($11 million), Ethiopia
($10 million) and Algeria ($6 million) –
and grain sorghum (up from $4,000 to $32
million) – based on demand in China ($31
million, up from none).
• Exports of aircraft/spacecraft products
increased 33 percent to $119 million, led
by strong growth in the top four markets
for these products: France ($27 million, up
31 percent), New Zealand ($20 million, up
45 percent), Canada ($15 million, up 49
percent) and Singapore ($14 million, up
224 percent).
• Global sales of meat jumped 43 percent
to $77 million, based on rising demand for
organ meats ($22 million, up 136 percent)
and poultry products ($20 million, up
152 percent). Mexico ($26 million, up 53
percent) and China ($22 million, up 247
percent) -- the top two markets for meat
-- drove growth.
• Exports of miscellaneous metal products
increased 64 percent to $36 million based on

growing sales of metal mounting hardware
for furniture and doors (up 84 percent to $29
million), which primarily went to Mexico.
• Exports of stone, plaster and cement
products increased 19 percent to $80
million, based on stronger demand in the
two largest markets: Canada ($27 million,
up 20 percent) and China ($13 million, up
35 percent).
• Global sales of Minnesota’s optic and
medical products increased 1 percent to
$902 million. Strong gains to Taiwan (up
45 percent), Netherlands (up 39 percent)
and China (up 7 percent) offset steep

losses to Australia (down 39 percent) and
Brazil (down 39 percent). Strong growth
in medical/surgical instruments; optical
fiber products; and appliances for testing
mechanical properties helped offset declines
in artificial body parts and measuring
instruments for liquids, gases.
• Other bright spots were fats and oils ($25
million, up 61 percent), organic chemicals
($36 million, up 34 percent), fertilizers ($19
million, up 55 percent) and toys, games
and sports equipment ($45 million, up 17

percent).
• Export declines of $106 million in each
machinery ($760 million, down 12 percent)
and vehicles ($384 million, down 22
percent) had significant adverse impacts
on the state’s exports. The state’s exports
of machinery fell the most to Saudi Arabia
(down $26 million), China (down $20
million) and Mexico (down $15 million),
while those of vehicles fell the most to
Canada (down $72 million) and Mexico
(down $34 million). ♦

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is the most current resource available for
tracking the state’s export trends and is prepared for the Minnesota Trade Office (MTO)
by the Department of Employment and Economic Development’s (DEED) Economic
Analysis Unit (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180). The quarterly and annual statistics
reports primarily cover export data based on the Harmonized Tariff System, collected
by the U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC) and distributed by the Global Trade
Information Services. Note that an alternate source of agricultural export estimates –
based on different methodology – is the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, although
data is published only on an annual basis. Reports are available on DEED’s website
at “Export and Trade Statistics”: http://mn.gov/deed/data/export-stats/.
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Mall of
America
celebrates
Chinese
New Year
on Jan. 28
Chinese New Year 2017 (Year of
the Rooster) arrives Jan. 28. For the
extensive overseas Chinese community
of Minnesota, 2017 is destined to be
something out of the ordinary, a year
that will touch people’s hearts!
Mall of America will work hand-inhand with the local Chinese community
to organize and present a magnificent
and all-encompassing Chinese New
Year celebration at the Mall on January
28. This event will mark the largest and
grandest Chinese New Year Celebration
ceremony ever to take place in the state
of Minnesota. Everyone “from the
eight points of the compass” is invited
to share in the pleasures of the Chinese
New Year!
The Mall had already announced
it plans to incorporate this first-ever
celebration of the traditional Chinese
Lunar New Year event into its ongoing
annual programs. The purpose of
launching this event is to promote U.S.China cultural exchanges, encourage
travels, expand trade relations, and
promote friendship between peoples,
making this event into a broader
platform for U.S.-China cultural
exchanges and business cooperation.
The one-day event will be composed
of four major elements: a rich and
varied cultural presentation, brilliant
artistic performances, gorgeous
Chinese New Year decorations and a
dazzling array of gourmet foods. Word
has it that members of the Chinese
New Year Decoration Team are already
actively at work on preparations and
that a shipment of carefully selected
Chinese New Year articles purchased
by members of the local Minnesota
Chinese community has already
left China and expected to arrive in
Minnesota any day now. Celebration
attendees will see a Mall of America
dressed in new clothes and definitely
ready and waiting to welcome the Year
of the Rooster with a brand-new look.
Sponsors and participating
organizations of the event include
the Chinese Ministry of Culture, the
Beijing Bamboo Orchestra (which will
perform at the event) and many other
local Chinese organizations. ♦
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The Northern Expedition of 1926
By Pat Welsh, contributor
In the north where feuds among the
northern warlords were continuing,
important events were occurring elsewhere
in the country. In July 1921 in Shanghai,
the Communist Party (中国共产党) was
founded primarily by Chen Duxiu (陳獨秀)
and Li Dazhao ( 李大釗). This development
will be the subject of a later offering.
In the south, the Kuomintang (國民
黨) had anticipated failure in the north.
The party decided not to cooperate with
the Beijing government. Instead, they
concentrated their bases in Guangdong and
Guangxi provinces in the south. In 1923, the
military government under Sun Yat-sen (孫
逸仙) did not extend outside of Guangzhou.
The Guangdong warlord Chen Xiongming
(also known as Chen Jiongming, 陳炯明)
had an army of about 30,000 throughout
the East River Zone. Other minor warlords
south of Guangzhou seemed to be opponents
of Sun’s military. There were other warlord
generals who claimed allegiance to Sun, but
actually acted independently of the civilian
Kuomintang government.
By 1923, Sun had realized that the oldfashioned troops he had were undependable.
Sun decided to train army officers who
understood his principles of government.
Toward this end, in the summer of 1923,
Sun sent Chiang Kai-shek (蔣介石), a
young military officer who already had
military training in Tokyo, to Russia. There
Chiang had conversations with Trotsky who
had formed the Red Army there. He met
with other military leaders and carefully
observed the Soviet military system and
its organization. He also studied the
strict discipline of the Communist party.
Returning to China, Chiang was enthusiastic
about reorganizing the Kuomintang and
its army.
In January 1924, the Kuomintang
convened a national congress of 165
delegates. China’s internal situation was
discussed along with Sun’s Three Principles
of the People (三民主義). Thereafter, party
policies, rules and domestic and foreign
policies were decided. The congress also
elected 24 members to its Central Executive
Committee along with 17 alternates.
A Central Supervisory Committee of
five members and five alternates were
established. The congress then established
a National Party Congress wherein all
political powers were to converge. At the
conclusion of the congress the various party

Li Dazhao

Sun, fourth from left, front row, with members of the Kuomintang
units were organized and propaganda work
was undertaken. There was a proposal
that the Kuomintang should not accept as
a member any applicant who also was a
member of any other political party. This
proposal was not accepted. Underscoring
this was the insistence by the communist
leader Li Dazhao (李大釗) that Communist
members of the Third International who
joined the Kuomintang must adhere to the
rules and principals of the Kuomintang.
While reorganizing the Kuomintang,
Sun appointed Chiang to prepare an army
officers’ college. The location chosen for
the school was the old site of the Navy
Academy at Whampoa. In May 1924, the
school opened and Chiang was named as
its president. The new Whampoa Military
Academy (中華民國陸軍軍官學校)
stressed morale and technical training.
Students were selected on the strict basis
of their understanding of the established
principles of the spirit of the Kuomintang.
Meanwhile in late 1924 in Beijing,
Feng Yuxiang (馮玉祥) revolted against
the surviving Beijing warlords Wu Peifu (
吳佩孚) and Cao Kun (曹锟 and曹錕) and
their executive government. This was to
be their last real attempt at control of the
government.
In the south, a provisional Central
Executive Committee of nine members was
formed with Mikhail Borodin (a Bolshevik
and member of the Comintern) invited as a
Soviet advisor. Soon thereafter party offices
were established in various cities and towns.
A careful investigation of the conditions of
China’s farmers, workers and the bourgeois
class was undertaken. Special schools
were established to train disciplined party
workers. The Kuomintang then completed
an internal reorganization.
In September 1924, Sun had to deal with
hostile merchants who believed that the
Kuomintang was infiltrated with too many
communists. They also were protesting the
new Guangzhou municipal laws regarding
private property and taxation. Merchant
strikes emerged. The merchants also had
established a small militia and obtained
a license to purchase guns. Sun ordered
the confiscation of these guns and had
them brought to the Whampoa Military
Academy. Another force hostile to Sun
was the Hong Kong government that
had harbored hostile feelings toward any
revolutionary government. Eventually,

Hong Kong became the headquarters for
all anti-revolutionary movements.
While the merchants were striking
and causing disorders in Guangzhou, Sun
found himself forced to launch a premature
Northern Expedition that fizzled. It had
been motivated by a war between Jiangsu
and Zhejiang provinces that had already
broken out in 1923. Another motivating
factor was an anti-Cao Kun coup d’état
reaction that promised an alliance with
the Anhui (皖系軍閥) and Fengtian (奉
系軍閥) cliques in the north. Cao was
replaced by a resurrected but weakened
Duan Qirui (段祺瑞). The failure of Sun
to get cooperation from the Guangxi and
Yunnan warlords coupled with insufficient
troops and munitions at Whampoa doomed
this expedition.
There was an attempt by a gravely ill Sun
to work out an arrangement with Beijing’s
new executive government headed by Duan
in late 1924, but this attempt was undermined
by an uncooperative northern military that
lacked connections and sympathy with the
local civilian organizations. A conference
calling together the Kuomintang and the
Beijing executive government leaders of
February 1, 1925, was largely ignored by
the Kuomintang whose recommendation
and modifications to the conference were
not accepted.
In January and February 1925, the
Guangdong warlord Chen Xiongming
attempted to retake Guangzhou from the
Kuomintang. He was rebuffed by the wellorganized and trained cadets and officers
of the Whampoa Military academy. This
success by the Whampoa Military Academy
was followed up by further success in
securing Guangdong and Guangxi provinces
by the spring of 1926.
On March 12, 1925, Sun died of liver
cancer.
On July 1, 1925, the Kuomintang
organized a Nationalist civilian government
to replace its Military Government. Military
unification was achieved by a committee
of military affairs under the central
government. A unification of finance and
civil administration was then undertaken.
This being done, a unification of Guangdong
and Guangxi provinces was achieved
financially, politically and militarily in the
spring of 1926.
Meanwhile a split between the right
and left wings of the Kuomintang was

opening up. Communist activities were
alarming the right wing of the party. The
communists became suspicious of Chiang
Kai-shek and his growing influence in
the Kuomintang. By 1926, Chiang had
dismissed many Russian advisors in his
military organizations. Nonetheless, in
May 1926 the Central Executive Committee
opened a plenary conference and passed
four resolutions aimed at improving
relations between the Kuomintang and
the Communist Party. The internal party
confusion subsided for a short while.
In the autumn of 1925, the northern
warlords engaged in a series of conflicts
with each other in a confusing war that lasted
until the summer of the following year when
the Beijing executive government headed by
a weakened Duan was overthrown.
In the north, the warlord Feng
Yuxiang’s own Nationalist army had been
unsuccessfully opposing the Fengtian-Chili
(奉系-直隸軍閥) armies north of Beijing
and near Xian. In 1926, Feng’s Nationalist
army was friendly toward the Kuomintang,
but it was not part of the Kuomintang’s army.
In August of that year, this all changed when
Feng sent a delegate to Guangzhou to report
that he and his army were prepared to join
and report to the Kuomintang en masse. The
government at Guangzhou acted instantly
and made Feng a member of the Central
Executive Committee of the Kuomintang
Nationalist Government.
Also in 1926 the Shanxi warlord Yan
Xishan (閻錫山), although hostile to warlord
Feng and mistrusted by other warlords
and the Kuomintang both, nonetheless
indicated a readiness to cooperate with the
Kuomintang.
In Hunan, Tang Shengzhi (唐生智), who
had recently named to replace Zhao Hengti
(趙恆惕) as governor of the province,
withdrew his forces to Hengyang in the
south. Friendly to the Kuomintang,
he asked to join the Kuomintang army
and to reorganize his troops within the
Nationalist Revolutionary Army structure.
The Kuomintang government complied
with his request and reorganized his troops
as the Eighth Nationalist Revolutionary
Army.
By June 1926, the party was ready to
deal with the Beiyang warlords (北洋政府)
in the north. Chiang Kai-shek’s Northern
Expedition could now begin. ♦

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English at
Sichuan University, Welsh was asked
to give a speech where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer
of Chinese American relations” as a
result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng
Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years,
Welsh has been learning Chinese and
has used this knowledge both professionally and personally to enhance his
understanding of Chinese and Asian
affairs. He currently resides in Georgia and occasionally lectures on China
to classes in World History and World
Literature.
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Minnesotan commemorates Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s
birth and impact on Chinese in America
By Maj. Gen. William Chen, contributor
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, founder and first
president of the Republic of China, was
born on Nov. 12, 1866. On Nov. 6, 2016,
the Chinese American Museum of Los
Angeles sponsored a program and banquet
to mark the 150th anniversary of Dr. Sun’s
birth. I was the featured guest speaker for
the evening’s program, which also included
a recording of Dr. Sun’s speech made at the
historical Pueblo De Los Angeles in 1905,
adjacent to Chinatown, Los Angeles. The
presentation audience consisted of Chinese
Americans who resided in the greater Los
Angeles area.
While most Chinese educated in
China would know of Dr. Sun’s life and
experiences, I took the approach that
most Americans, regardless of national
origin, would have only limited exposure
to his revolutionary movement against the
Qing Dynasty based on minimal coverage
of Chinese history in U.S. classrooms.
My presentation highlighted the role of
Overseas Chinese in support of Dr. Sun
and the legacy Dr. Sun left for Chinese in
America. Following is an adaption of :my
presentation from that November evening:
As a Chinese American, I’m gratified
to know that democracy, one of Dr. Sun’s
Three Principles (三民主义), is derived
from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address. Lincoln’s words — “government
of the people, by the people, and for the
people …” — were embraced by Dr. Sun.
Overseas Chinese had been oppressed,
exploited and discriminated against by
imperialists (the British and French) in

Hong Kong, Indochina and Malaya – where
many Overseas Chinese lived. Members
of the secret Hung Mun Society (洪门
会), a resistance movement against the
Manchus, joined together to fight against
oppression. Dr. Sun felt that the Hung Mun
members in America needed to be a part
of the revolution, and the only way was to
join them.
In 1904, he joined the Hung Mun group
in Honolulu, where the first flame of the
revolution started. The Hung Mun societies
became the origin of and power base for the
revolution.
Overseas Chinese contributed not only
funding, but many followers also made
extreme sacrifices in Dr. Sun’s revolutionary
movement. Of the Overseas Chinese
who supported Dr. Sun, an overwhelming
number were from Guangdong Province.
For example, in California: Workers who
built the levies in the Sacramento Delta area
gave hard-earned donations.
• Farmers in San Jose donated 25 cents per
day out of their total earnings of $1 per day.
• People mortgaged their buildings and
loaned money, but never asked for the
money back.
• They showed their loyalty, love of country,
and spirit of sacrifice.
In the Huang Hua Kong Uprising (黄花
岗起义) of April 27, 1911, 72 were martyred
and the majority were Hung Mun members.
After the success of the uprising at
Wuchang (武昌起义), Overseas Chinese
in Honolulu and San Francisco sent wires
proposing that Dr. Sun be made the first

president of the Republic of China.
Dr. Sun loved the Overseas Chinese.
He said Overseas Chinese were the Mother
of the Revolution (华侨为革命之母) that
ended the Qing Dynasty.
In summary, Sun was a rare, special
person with charisma. He connected with
people from all walks of life in various parts
of the world — in Southeast Asia, across the
United States and in Europe. He understood
the west and the eastEven after he became
president, he was a reluctant president. All
he wanted was to get on with making China
strong.
Some of you are multi-generation
Chinese Americans who no doubt have
forebearers who supported Dr. Sun and
also were present for his 1905 speech here
in Los Angeles. As we celebrate the 150th
anniversary of his birth, we should:
• Pay tribute to the many Chinese Americans
who supported Dr. Sun and his movement,
and
• Also acknowledge the legacy that Dr. Sun
left for Chinese Americans.
He gave Chinese in America hope and
purpose. He conveyed a spirit that motivated
later generation Chinese Americans to
pursue civic leadership that resulted in the

achievement of freedom and democracy in
mainstream America.
And how does all this relate to me, being
the first Chinese American in the U.S. Army
to wear the two-star rank of Major General?
Quite simply — particularly after
World War II, the civic leadership and
civic movements resulted in opening-up
opportunities for Chinese Americans in all
walks of life in mainstream America. It
afforded me, an American of Chinese origin,
opportunities to excel and be recognized in
the U.S. armed forces, and specifically in
the U.S. Army.
“Again, Dr. Sun’s legacy in America was
the hope and purpose he gave to Chinese
in America, and the spirit that he conveyed
that motivated Chinese Americans to take
on civic leadership. All of us here and in
follow-on generations must remember this
legacy.”
Taking for granted the freedom and
democracy that we enjoy, many Chinese
Americans today are probably unaware
of this legacy left by Dr. Sun for Chinese
in America. Thus, it was my objective to
highlight this aspect of Dr. Sun’s impact on
Chinese Americans with this presentation. ♦

Retired Maj. Gen.William Chen served in the U.S. Army from 1961-1993. He
received help in his presentation from his wife, Sandra, who translated numerous
research articles on Dr. Sun. In addition, Professor Yue Him TAM, Macalester
College, provided some Chinese articles and book references on Dr. Sun, and
Charles Lee, retired 3M staff scientist in physics, also provided some input.
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Sour, Sweet, Bitter, Spicy: Stories of Chinese
Food and Identity in America

The Museum of Chinese in America
(MOCA)’s “Sour, Sweet, Bitter, Spicy:
Stories of Chinese Food and Identity in
America,” on through March 26, 2017,
challenges how Chinese food is defined and
interpreted through the personal stories of
more than 30 revered Chinese and Asian
American chefs — from Michelin ranked
to generational home cooks.
“Chinese food is a cornerstone of American culture, and it has brought so many different generations and ethnicities together.
Since the beginning of Chinese immigration
to the U.S., Chinese eateries have served as
the foundation of a new life in a new place.

By opening the door to their kitchens, Chinese people became integral parts of their
communities. This groundbreaking exhibit
presents all the complexity of Chinese cuisines and Chinese life in America,” shared
MOCA President, Nancy Yao Maasbach.
“Sour, Sweet, Bitter, Spicy” invites
the audience into a conversation about the
meaning of Chinese food as a platform for
experimentation, a test of authenticity, a
means of immigrant survival, and a microcosm of Chinese culture. Following on the
success of MOCA’s 2004 exhibit “Have You
Eaten Yet?”, this new “Sour, Sweet, Bitter,
Spicy” exhibit dives deep into individual

journeys, exploring how food represents
a cultural form of expression and identity
heavily influenced by life experiences and
geographical landscapes.
The exhibit weaves together the complex stories through a dynamic video installation featuring pioneering chefs such as
Cecilia Chiang, Ken Hom, Anita Lo, Ming
Tsai, and Martin Yan; new restaurateurs
like Peter Chang, Vivian Ku, and Danny
Bowien; and persevering home cooks like
Biying Ni, Yvette Lee and Ho-chin Yang.
Each chef and 18 different regional
cooking styles are represented through
unique ceramic sculptures by Heidi Lau and
Lu Zhang are presented on a monumental
dining room table. Through these interpretative pieces, the visitor absorbs each chef’s
cooking style and experience through their
narratives, inspirations, and memories.
In Chinese, the saying “sour, sweet, bitter, spicy” (酸甜苦辣) refers simultaneously
to the delicate balance of flavors that define
Chinese cooking and the vicissitudes of life.
The tapestry of tales that emerge is rich with
immigration experiences, food memories,
favorite dishes, and cooking inspirations
that define the culinary — and personal —
identities of these chefs, drawing visitors

into a conversation about how food defines
Chinese in America and themselves individually.

Ceramic by artist
Heidi Lau
“Food is at the heart of Chinese culture,
and in America the very definition of Chinese food is constantly contested in home
and restaurant kitchens across the country,”
said Herb Tam, curator and director of Exhibitions at MOCA. “This exhibition is really
an elaborate dinner table conversation with
some of our most exciting chefs about how
we define Chinese food and how Chinese
food defines us.”
continued on next page
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Sour, Sweet, Bitter,
Spicy: Stories of
Chinese Food and
Identity in America
continued from page 7

Festive table setting
Curators include: Audra Ang who
grew up in Singapore, and a fellow at UC
Berkeley’s Center for Chinese Studies,
and regularly eats unseemly amounts
of food at one sitting; Kian Lam Kho,
a food writer, consultant and founder
of the Chinese cooking blog Red Cook,
which was afinalist for the James Beard
Foundation Award in 2011; Andrew
Rebatta, assistant curator at MOCA;

Herb Tam, who recently co-curated an
exhibition that explored the construction
of Chinese American identity through
MOCA’s archival materials.
This exhibit is made possible with
the generous support of the S. H. Ho
Foundation and the New York State
Council on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New
York State Legislature. ♦

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Flower Drum
Song” opens Jan. 26
For the first time ever, Park Square and
Mu Performing Arts will join forces to
co-produce the Rodgers and Hammerstein
musical “Flower Drum Song.” Based
on the 2002 book adaptation by Tony
Award-winning playwright David Henry
Hwang (“M. Butterfly,” “Yellowface,”
“Chinglish”), the production will be
directed by Mu Artistic Director Randy
Reyes. Previously produced by Mu in
2009, this will be a fully reimagined
production featuring new and familiar
faces. “Flower Drum Song” takes
audiences to the vibrant world of San
Francisco’s Chinatown in the 1950s to
Club Chop Suey, a nightclub owned by
a Chinese-American family. Old World
tradition clashes with New World trends
as two generations, father and son,
struggle to honor and protect their cultural
traditions while adapting to the changing
times.
Featuring beloved songs such as “I
Enjoy Being A Girl,” “I Am Going To
Like It Here,” “Don’t Marry Me” and
“Chop Suey,” “Flower Drum Song” is a
funny, charming and moving story that
explores what it means to be an American.
It touches the history of every person
whose forbearers once arrived as strangers
to these shores of the United States.
The play’s exploration of the immigrant
journey in the United States remains
extremely timely considering our current
political state.
“I’m thrilled to partner with Richard
Cook and the talented team at Park Square

Theatre to present this important work
in the Asian-American musical theater
canon,” said Randy Reyes. “The ability
to partner with an organization like Park
Square allows us to create a lively, largescale production that audiences are going
to love. I’m deeply interested in the story
of “Flower Drum Song” and how it echoes
the story of Mu Performing Arts. As an
Asian American company we wrestle with
holding onto the traditions of our culture

while assimilating to American audiences
in order to survive.”
Park Square’s Artistic Director Richard
Cook added, “This co-production builds
on a rich history of Mu-Park Square
collaboration and mutual support that
was auspiciously launched in 2004 with
a much-lauded production of Stephen
Sondheim’s “Pacific Overtures.” Since
then, both Mu and Park Square have
emerged as sophisticated producers of

American musicals. This production
merges Mu’s unique Asian-American
voice with Park Square’s celebration
of embracing big-hearted musicals like
“Ragtime” and “The Color Purple.” It’s
a mutual high bar that’s doubly exciting!”
“Flower Drum Song” features
Stephanie Bertumen (Mei Li) and Sherwin
Resurreccion (Wang) both veterans of
Mu’s 2009 production and returning in
new roles. The production also includes
Wes Mouri (Ta), Eric “Pogi” Sumangil
(Chin), Meghan Kreidler (Linda), Daniel
Sakamoto-Wengel (Harvard) and Katie
Bradley (M. Liang).
“Flower Drum Song” features a tenactor ensemble including Brianna Belland,
Kylee Birkman, Ashley Kershaw, Alice
McGlave, Nikko Raymo, Nicole Reibe,
Sarah M. Schweitzer, Jake Sullivan,
Joseph Vang and Meng Xiong.
The production team includes Andrew
Fleser (musical director), Penelope Freeh
(choreographer) Mina Kinukawa (set
designer), Michael P. Kittel (lighting
designer), Andrea M. Gross (costume
designer), Jacob M. Davis (sound
designer), Abbee Warmboe (props
designer), Jamie J. Kranz (stage manager)
and Lyndsey Harter* (assistant stage
manager).
Opening night is January 27 and runs
through February 19 on the Proscenium
Stage in Saint Paul’s historic Hamm
Building, 20 W. 7th Place. Ticket details
are available at parksquaretheatre.org or
by phone, 651.291.7005. ♦
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“Dream of Red
Chamber” opera major
donor presented
with commemorative
booklet
By Greg Hugh
Although the world premiere of ”Dream
of the Red Chamber” took place over three
months ago in San Francisco, it wasn’t
until recently that the Chinese Heritage
Foundation (CHF) was able to recognize one
of its major contributors who was unable to
attend the premiere in person. Ruth Stricker,
along with her late husband (Bruce Dayton)

made a generous donation to help fund the
commissioning of the opera.
Stricker is founder, owner and executive
director of The Marsh, A Center for Balance
and Fitness, in Minnetonka, Minnesota.
The center’s art, architecture and programs
reflect Stricker’s study and appreciation of
Chinese culture.
To show its appreciation for
Stricker, the CHF board brought the
opera to Stricker in the form of a special
commemorative booklet containing
many highlights of how the “Dream”
opera evolved. Yin Simpson, CHF
board member, presented the booklet
recently to Stricker at a member’s
holiday dinner at the Marsh.
Next stop for the opera will be
its Asia premiere, which will be
held during the Hong Kong Arts
Festival in March 2017. For more
information about the “Dream of the
Yin Simpson, CHF board member, presents Red Chamber” opera, visit www.
commemorative booklet to Ruth Stricker
chineseheritagefoundation.org. ♦

Win a FREE
Mini Panda or
Commemorative
Lucky Dragon Coin
JANUARY 27 TH - 29TH
Play EZ Baccarat and win on a
Dragon 7 or Panda 8 bet and win!

RunAces.com
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CAAM CDT Chinese
New Year production

  

continued from page 1
CAAM CDT partnered with
the O’Shaughnessy Auditorium
for almost 20 years in bringing
spectacular, dazzling Chinese
dance to Minnesota audiences
nearly every Chinese New Year
since 1998. Past productions
have showcased dance traditions of multiple Chinese ethnic
groups, celebrated the beauty
of flowers, and explored the
intersect between Chinese drum
traditions and dance. Every
production is a fantastic colorful
explosion of sound, music and
artistry.
Tickets are $15 advance, $20
at the door (fees not included),
and available through http://oshag.stkate.edu/event/caam2017.
A special 45-minute performance ideal for group trips for Dancers Julieanne Mason and Julia Zhang, photo
school-age children and seniors taken by Jijun He
will be held at 9:45 a.m. and
the universal language of dance, we enrich
11:45 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 31.
all Minnesotans’ enjoyment and cultural
Tickets are $7.
For details, visit http://www.caamcdt.org. life. We reach audiences of nearly 10,000
CAAM Chinese Dance Theater (CDT) people every year through our annual Chiis a performing arts and dance academy nese New Year’s Production, workshops
dedicated to preserving and celebrating and residencies, school outreaches, and
Chinese cultural heritage. Speaking through community performances. ♦

  
You  are  invited  to  celebrate  the  

Year  of  the  Rooster  

雞年  
with  the  Minnesota  Chapter  of  
US  -  China  Peoples  Friendship  Association  

美中⼈人民友好协会明州分会
*    *    *      
Sunday,  January  22,  2017  
5:00pm  Social  –  6:00pm  Banquet  –  7:15  Program  
  
Grand  Szechuan  
  Valley  West  Shopping  Center  
    
  
  
10602  France  Ave,  Bloomington,  MN  55437  
      952-888-6507  
  
$30  members  -  $35  non-members  -  $12  under  age  12    
Sponsored  Table  for  10  at  $400  
    *    *    *      
To  reserve  your  space,  send  guest  names  and  check  payable  to  USCPFA-MN  to  
Wen  LI    6600  Lyndale  Ave.,  So.  #1306,  Richfield,  MN  55423    
                                  Paypal:    www.uscpfa-mn.org  
                                   
Questions  to:  uscpfa_mn@hotmail.com  
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General Tso’s Chicken creator dead
By Elaine Dunn

Peng in 2014
Sept. 26, 1918 - Nov.30, 2016

One of the most loved items at any
Asian buffet or Chinese restaurant in the
U.S.is General Tso’s chicken (China Insight,
January 2016). The chef who created this
sweet and spicy deep-fried dish, Peng
Chang-kuei, died of pneumonia in a Taipei
hospital last November. He was 98.
Peng was born in Changsha, Hunan
Province. He ran away from home at 13
and apprenticed with Cao Jingchen, a noted
Hunanese chef who was the family chef
to the prime minister of the Nationalist
government in the late 1920s. Cao opened
his own restaurant in Changsha.
After the Japanese invasion, Peng
moved to the temporary Nationalist capital
of Chongqing. After WWII, he became
the government’s head banquet chef.

Following the Chinese Civil War in 1949,
he emigrated to Taiwan and continued to
cater the Nationalist government’s official
functions. The chicken dish was created in
the 1950s to entertain an admiral from the
visiting U.S. Seventh Fleet.
In 1973, Peng borrowed money to open
a restaurant located several blocks from
the United Nations building in Manhattan.
President Richard Nixon’s secretary of state
Henry Kissinger was a frequent customer
and they became great friends. Kissinger
was a huge fan of the chicken dish.
When popularity of his dish rose, Peng
demonstrated making his chicken on a
segment on ABC News, which was not
battered and contained no sugar. It was
mainly flavored with garlic, chilies and

soy sauce, and stir-fried in oil. The station
received 1,500 requests for the recipe.
With time, the dish evolved to its current
deep-fried gooey sweetened state to suit
the American palate. When interviewed
in a 2014 documentary “The Search for
General Tso,” Peng described the gooey
battered chicken with broccoli as “all crazy
nonsense.”
Peng returned to Taiwan in the late
1980s and started the successful Peng’s
Garden Hunan Restaurant, a 10-restaurant
chain now run by one of his sons. Until he
was hospitalized a few months before his
death, Peng visited the flagship location in
Taipei daily.
He is survived by six children from three
wives and numerous grandchildren. ♦

Book Review

The People’s Money: How China Is Building a
Global Currency by Paola Subacchi
Reviewed by Peter Gordon, Asian Review of Books, Dec. 12, 2016

Editor: Paola Subacchi
Publisher: Columbia University Press
Publication date: November 2016
Hard cover: 256 pages
Paola Subacchi is the director of
international economics research at Chatham
House (the Royal College of International
Affairs) in London. She is a regular media
commentator and writes for Project Syndicate
and Foreign Policy.

In “The People’s Money,” Chatham
House’s Paola Subacchi discusses the
internationalization, or relative lack thereof,
of the renminbi. The subject can be rather
like a room of mirrors if one does not follow
developments in international currencies,
but for those that do, the book serves as a
clear overview of the history and the issues,
both in general and those facing Chinese
policy-makers in particular.
The importance of the subject is perhaps
self-evident: the world has lived so long
with the US dollar as the preeminent reserve
currency, it is hard to fathom what would
happen if it were co-equal with another.
This is not just a matter of the rise of China,
and the cooperation or competition with the
United States, but also how the dynamics of
an international currency system would play
out without a clear single anchor.
Subacchi, perhaps wisely, does not stray
far into this theoretical territory but rather
concentrates on the renminbi’s steps down
this road. The conclusions are that there has
been progress (if one considers it that), but

that the renminbi remains what Subacchi
evocatively calls a “dwarf currency,”
one that plays an international role that
is no way commensurate with China’s
global economic and political status. In
relating the progress, she also points out the
impediments: political, institutional, from
vested interests and just plain inertia.
The diminutive status of the renminbi
relative to the weight and importance of
China in just about all else is a reminder
of how new and unprecedented this all
is. All other international or reserve
currencies are reasonably venerable (or, in
the case of the euro, at least have venerable
direct antecedents) and are based on
developed country economies. Explaining
the renminbi therefore means taking a
closer look at much that might otherwise
be taken more or less for granted. So along
the way Subacchi gives capsule summaries
of the nature of currency in general,
international currencies, reserve currencies,
the development of the Chinese economy
and its relation with the world, the various

stages of world’s monetary structure over
the past century or more, the factors that
move exchange rates, financial crises, all
through more recent developments such
as the renminbi being added to the IMF’s
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs).
Subacchi makes an effort to write for the
non-specialist, no easy thing for a subject
with so many feedback loops and twists
and turns. But I wish she had not, as do
so many books on economics, compared
wealth with income:

Today there are more than 1,800
billionaires in the world, with a combined
wealth of almost $7 trillion. This is larger,
in nominal terms, than Japan’s economy.
Wealth is an amount at a given point of
time; GDP is an amount accumulated over
a period of time. The units are different.
Predictions are hard to make;
Subacchi’s most concrete conclusion is
that “the renminbi is here to stay.” One
difficulty which Subacchi touches on, but
does not word in quite this way, is that
internationalization is not a linear process.
International currency status is to some
extent the result of what elsewhere would
be called network effects: the more people
that accept a currency, the more people that
will accept it. The US dollar is and remains
the preferred currency because the US has
enough of what people around the world
want—investments, goods, services—that
someone, somewhere is willing to take the
dollars for some actual dollar-denominated
process. The renminbi is not as liquid as the
US dollar, not just because China’s economy
is smaller, but also because there are many
more restrictions on how the renminbi can
actually be used.
So, there will probably be tipping points
when, all of a sudden, Brazilians will be
willing to contract shipments of soybeans to
Nigeria in renminbi; that’s when everyone
will know that the currency has truly come
of age. One suspects this time is still some
way off. ♦

About the reviewer
Peter Gordon’s involvement with books includes the establishment of Hong Kong
bookseller Paddyfield.com and publisher Chameleon Press. He set up and was the
inaugural Chair of the Man Asian Literary Prize and was one of the founders and
organizers of the original Hong Kong International Literary Festival.
He has also been involved in international trade and investment development, and
set up the Russian Trade Association (a chamber of commerce) in Hong Kong in 1994.
His academic studies were in applied mathematics, linguistics and middle eastern
studies. He wrote regular editorial columns for Hong Kong’s English-language dailies
for several years.
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Debra Wong Yang, on Trump’s short list for SEC
chair, gets nod of approval from Committee of 100

Debra Wong Yang, a fourth-generation Californian, is under consideration
for a presidential appointment to serve
as the Chair of the Securities & Exchange Commission. Yang, a highly
respected lawyer who has previously
served as the United States Attorney
for the Central District of California
in Los Angeles (2002-2007), would be
an excellent choice. She has all of the
credentials and experience, with a distinguished reputation for her leadership
and community service.
Yang was the first Asian American to
serve as U.S. attorney. In a career that

spans three decades, she has not only
been the United States Attorney for the
Central District of California, as a Senate-confirmed appointee of President
George W. Bush; but also a Superior
Court Judge, appointed by Governor
Pete Wilson; and a member of the Los
Angeles Police Commission, appointed
by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. The
office she headed as a federal prosecutor
is the largest outside of Washington,
D.C. Since leaving public service, she
has been a partner with the international
law firm of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher.
She has held a senior management role
there. Her experience as a trial lawyer
includes high-profile matters. She has
been tough in enforcing laws but also
fair in doing so. Yang has had a number of cases in her past that were either
pending before the SEC or involved
working in coordination with the SEC.
Particularly worth noting: Yang has
been sought out for one of the most
delicate types of legal work. She has
assisted with internal investigations and
corporate compliance. She has advised
and counseled corporate boards. These
tasks require balancing both an understanding of the needs and the interests of
those who retain her with a grasp of the
mandate of complex regulations. She
has performed this type of engagement

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
Host a Chinese student and make a difference...
Enrich their experience and enhance your own!
w As a host family you share
American culture with a
student from China and
provide them more than they
could learn in a classroom.

w Learn about their culture,
explore the differences and
develop new connections.

Global Learning Alliance (GLA) is a Twin Cities based organization that
serves as a facilitator to assist students from China that want to study
in the United States. To ensure that these students obtain the best
experience possible, GLA seeks to place the students with host families.
The length of their stay could vary from a few months to a full school year
and include high school and college students of both sexes.
Since we recognize that hosting a student from China may place a financial
burden on many families, we will provide some financial reimbursement
but expect a family to be a host because of the mutual cultural exhchange
that both will receive and not just the financial aspect.
To learn more about being a host family, contact Richard He at
(612) 987-6540 or email, rhe@chinainsight.info.

repeatedly. The field calls for among
the most astute, insightful lawyers,
and very few are able to succeed in the
specialization.
Yang also represents the best of
Asian Americans. Asian Americans
are the fastest-growing racial group in
America today; Chinese Americans constitute the single most sizeable ethnicity
among them. Born in Los Angeles to
Cantonese parents in 1959, she received
her Juris Doctor from Boston College
Law School. She has been active with
the Asian American Bar Association
at a local and national level. She also
has helped lead the Chinese American
Museum in Los Angeles, which presents
the long history of the population, dating
back to a time when Los Angeles was
a frontier town. Yang is well known
among Chinese Americans throughout
California, and she is highly regarded
nationally among all Asian American
attorneys.
Yang also has built bridges. She
has appeared on virtually every list of
top lawyers that has been compiled,
without regard to race or gender. She
has received major awards for civic
engagement from organizations such as
the Anti-Defamation League.
In all of her work, Yang has been a
zealous advocate for her clients. She has

shown the utmost respect for the rule of
law. Although she has worked on issues
that have attracted considerable attention, she has always been applauded for
her skill and her integrity.
The Committee of 100, a leading
nonprofit organization among Chinese
Americans, “is proud of what Yang has
achieved and what she could contribute.
She embodies the American Dream.
Yang could not be better qualified.”
The Committee of 100 was founded
by world-renowned architect I.M. Pei
and internationally acclaimed cellist YoYo Ma, among others. It is dedicated to
twin missions of ensuring the full participation of Chinese Americans in all aspects of public life and fostering positive
relations between the United States and
China. U.S. citizens of Chinese descent
are invited to join on the basis of their
extraordinary achievements, such as
John Chen, CEO of Blackberry; and Dr.
David Ho, renowned HIV/AIDS scientist (Time Magazine Person of the Year
1996). Many members have served at
high levels of the federal government in
administrations of both parties, including, for example, U.S. Ambassador to
China Gary Locke, and California State
Treasurer John Chiang. Yang has been a
member in good standing since 2007. ♦
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By Kathy Krejados, China Daily, Oct. 17, 2016
I’ve often expounded on the mirth,
merriment and joy of teaching in China,
but I have never compiled a collection of
such moments, even though I’ve written
individual articles about some of those
times. Now seems like a good time, just
starting out my seventh year of leading
classes, to reflect on some of the funnier, and
more embarrassing, times in the classroom.
I hope you will end up gasping for breath
from laughing, like I did and still do, as I
recall the funniest moments.
Getting to class
With the ink barely dry on my TESOL
certificate, I set out in search of a job. In
short order, I was fortunate to be accepted
at Wuchang Institute of Technology. I had
only ever done on-the-job safety training in
an industrial setting, with plenty of modern
technology to aid in presenting material.
Teaching an academic subject was going to
be all new for me.
Teaching in China was going to be totally
new as well. Only having a blackboard and
a supply of white and colored chalk were
going to be all new, too. Not having any
materials to teach from or any other teaching
aids was definitely going to be a challenge.
But by far, the biggest challenge seemed to
be finding my classroom.
Sure, directions to my first class looked
simple: teaching building 2, 6th floor. It was
easy enough to find building 2; it had a big,
golden ‘2’ on it. Already anxious over how
things were going to go, I followed the tide
of students up the stairs. fourth floor, fifth
floor ... and that’s where the stairs ended!

How do I get to the sixth floor?
I went back downstairs to
ask the securityguard, sitting at
the desk in the lobby, how to get
to the sixth floor. Even though
I used my best broken Chinese
– I barely spoke a few words of
Mandarin when I first got here he could not understand what I
was saying. I was ready to die of
embarrassment: how can I lead a
class when I can’t even find the
room? One of my students, going
to class, volunteered to lead me to
our room ... up the stairs located in
the BACK of the building!
A day at the zoo
I was guest lecturing at another
university. As usual there was no
curriculum to follow and the stress
of encountering a new group and
what to do with them was crushing.
The way around that is to get the
students to talk. “What was your
first experience with a foreigner?”
I asked them.
One girl timidly raised her A foreign teacher interacts with her students at an English training center in Hangzhou on
hand, offering up her story. “I July 8, 2014.[Photo/IC]
was 10 years old. My father took
the bars to elicit some reaction from the The teams were to put on a performance of
me to the zoo...” and that’s as far as she caged foreigners.
their favorite movie by any means possible:
got, because I burst into laughter. In my
As my laughter grew, so did the image song, dance, acting, PPT, pictures...
imagination, this girl and her father went to in my head. Outside each cage, signs
One super-confident group stole the
the zoo, only instead of animals, all manner advertising the type of foreigner inside, show! Not because their performance was
of foreigners were in the cages! Some where they come from, what they like to eat, 爆发力 but because of what happened.
looked bored, some looked lonely, some and their normal way of life. A few lucky
This girl is a very competent speaker:
prowled around their cages restlessly. A zoo visitors got to witness foreigner feeding not only comfortable with English, but
few slept, while eager Chinese tapped on time and some excitedly drew to the big tent, so assertive that she can project her voice

Wanted:

ONLINE
English Lanuage
Teachers

Would you like to help Chinese students
(Gr. 6-12) polish their spoken and written
English skills (and, occasionally, history/
literature)? We are hiring experienced native. English-speaking teachers to teach
ESL (different levels) or high school U.S.
history or literature.
Teach from our Twin Cities cloudclassroom set up or your home office.
Teaching will usually take place in the
evenings (6–10 p.m.), early mornings
(6–8 a.m.) or weekends. Number of hours
are flexible. Rates are from $15-$40/hr
based on the course requirements and
teachers’ experience.
Teaching experience is required. Teaching license is preferred, but not necessary.
If interested, please contact Richard at 612-987-6540 or rhe@chinainsight.info.

where the foreigners would put on a show
(as in an animal zoo). There was a special
building, a foreigner nursery, where baby
foreigners were being cared for.
Meanwhile, this poor, brave girl looked
mortified. Obviously, she thought she had
done or said something wrong. All of my
explanations did nothing to relieve her of
her worries, especially because I couldn’t
quit laughing long enough to explain why I
was laughing so hard!
The exploding students
I am often invited to judge speech
competitions. The problem is that all of the
instructions and judging tally sheets are in
Chinese. Usually I ask another teacher or
judge to tell me what criteria I am to judge
but, this time, I was the only judge! Thus
it came that Felix, one of my students and
president of the English club, translated that
vital information for me.
“You should judge on content, fluency,
time...” he paused to check his phone ...
“explosions.”
What??? Students are supposed to
explode? I don’t want to judge that contest!
After much laughter from my imagined
scenarios in which blood and gore spattered
the ceiling while the audience clapped, he
realized he had mistranslated 爆发力 –
explosiveness.
What did you say?
Each team of students was to research
their favorite movie, using English resources
that we had explored in class, such as
IMDB, TMZ, Wikipedia and other sites.

without the aid of a microphone. I didn’t
know that when I handed it to her. She stood
at the podium, with her hands clasped behind
her back (and the microphone in her hand),
talking away... when, suddenly, she passed
gas! And, because of the microphone, the
sound was amplified much louder than a
bodily function should be!
The class erupted with laughter. Our
speaker, till then confidently addressing her
peers, sunk into a squat behind the podium.
Not sure if she was laughing or crying back
there; I was too busy doing my level best
to not guffaw, all while thinking that I am
so glad that such a misfortune has never
happened to me!
Holy pants!
It is an entertainer’s worst fear: facing
their audience while somehow being less
than decently dressed. I didn’t know I had
ripped my pants while getting off my bike,
but apparently I did it so spectacularly that
it was all my class could focus on.
After class, my usual train of thought
– ‘this went well and that wasn’t so good.
Should improve...’ was interrupted by a
group who approached me timidly.
That’s odd; they’re normally effusive in
their farewells.
They didn’t come to thank me for a
good lesson or otherwise wish me well; they
wanted to tell me I was revealing more than
I should. My turn to be red-faced!
And I hope your face is red from
laughing so much! ♦

About the writer
Kathy Krejados has been living and teaching in China since 2011. She is a frequent
China Daily contributor and blogger.
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Respecting each other’s core interests key to
healthy China-U.S. relations
BEIJING, Dec. 12 (Xinhua) -- If history
offers any guide, respecting each other’s core
interests is a fundamental principle for the
healthy development of China-U.S. relations.
In a world that considers secessionism
as a common enemy, the Taiwan issue is
one of China’s core interests, making the
one-China policy a bedrock for Sino-U.S.
relations, the most important bilateral ties of
the international community.
In the history of the 37-year-long
diplomatic relationship between Beijing
and Washington, upholding the one-China

policy has become a consensus of successive
presidents of the United States. As they have
all realized, sooner or later, the one-China
policy allows no bargaining and a deviation
from the established policy pattern toward
China leads to unwanted consequences.
Take the Bill Clinton administration as an
example. According to Henry Kissinger, a
seasoned diplomat who served as Secretary of
State in the Nixon administration, in the early
term of the Clinton administration, Clinton
tried to deviate from the established policy
pattern toward China.

On Oct. 24, 1995, the Clinton
administration announced its decision to
permit the then Taiwan leader Lee Teng-hui
to pay a “private visit” to the United States
in June of the same year, making Sino-U.S.
relations plummet to their lowest point.
“In two years, President Clinton realized
that our established pattern was in our (the
United States’ and China’s) common interests”
and then Clinton “became one of the strongest
supporters of this way of international
relations,” Kissinger said Tuesday in New
York at an event called “Leaders Speak:

China, U.S. should manage
differences in constructive
manner, says FM
son Lu Kang said countries, including
China, are watching Trump as he prepares
to assume office in January.
As the world’s two largest economies
and key members of the World Trade Organization, China and the United States
can solve their trade disputes within the
WTO framework, he said.
The two countries have lots of common ground as well as some differences,
Lu said at a routine press briefing.
China hopes to work with the new
U.S. administration to expand mutual
beneficial cooperation and handle their

BEIJING, Dec. 9 (Xinhua) -- China on
Friday responded to U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump’s recent remarks by calling
on the United States to jointly manage
differences in a constructive manner and
boost win-win cooperation with China.
Trump was quoted by media on Thursday as saying the United States needs
to improve its relationship with China.
He also criticized China’s policies on
trade and the economy as well as on the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK).
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-

Government & Politics

differences in a constructive manner on
the basis of mutual respect, he said.
As for China’s policy on the DPRK,
Lu said China’s efforts in promoting the
Korean Peninsula’s denuclearization as
well as peace and stability are widely
recognized.
The main sticking point of the Korean
Peninsula issue lies in the contradiction
between the United States and the DPRK,
rather than China, he said.
He called for more constructive measures by the new U.S. administration to
address the issue. ♦
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Secretaries of State.”
Given their clout, China and the United
States must maintain a close and friendly
relationship and world peace relies on their
ability to do so.
For two persons who want to be close
friends, respect and honesty are the keys to
intimacy. By the same token, if the United
States wants to build a close and friendly
relationship with China, it must know where to
draw the line. His predecessors have set good
examples for him, now the ball is in Presidentelect Donald Trump’s court. ♦

Male
Female

Henry
Kissinger
keynotes
continued from page 4

Distinguished panelists Dr. Henry Kissinger,
C100 member Dr. Cheng Li of Brookings
Institute, Ambassador Carla A.

Ambassafor Hills asked Dr. Kissinger his
thoughts on Trump’s proposed Secretary of
State, Rex Tillerson, and prior relationships
with Russia. Kissinger said, "I pay no attention to this argument that he’s too friendly to
Russia. As head of Exxon, it’s his job to get
along with Russia. He would be useless as
head of Exxon if he did not have a working
relationship with Russia." Kissinger praised
Trump’s selection for Secretary of State and
added that "we should not think about these
relationships as the personal relationship of
individuals."
On China, Kissinger declared “[We
have to decide] whether to attempt to deal
cooperatively or confrontationally...I hope
and I am optimistic that the cooperative way
will prevail…Keep in mind that if China
and America are in conflict, then the whole
world will be divided.”
C100 member Dr. Cheng Li added, "If
the Trump administration, in the first year
or so, can really engage with China in a respectful way to deal with China’s issues, it
can really be a great opportunity for Trump
to change the public perception both at home
and abroad."
Dr. Kissinger also praised the new
book by C100 member Cheng Li, “Chinese
Politics in the Xi Jinping Era: Reassessing
Collective Leadership,” mentioning that
he initially agreed to speak at this event to
support Cheng Li's fine publication.
Dr. Kissinger is a long-time friend of the
Committee of 100, having helped to conceive the idea of and encouraged co-founders I.M. Pei and Henry Tang to establish the
organization in 1988. ♦
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The Hong Kong “election” of 2017
By Elaine Dunn

Just as some Americans are putting
the acrimony of the 2016 election behind
them, half a world away Hong Kongers
are just entering their period of angst!
The election for Hong Kong’s next chief
executive, a position currently held by
Leung Chun-ying, is scheduled for March
26, 2017. (Incidentally, Leung announced
in December that he would not be seeking
re-election.)
Some pundits in the U.S. had attributed
Trump’s unexpected win to his tough
campaign rhetoric on handling illegal
immigrants, an issue with which Hong
Kong people could identify. (The impact
of migrants, uncouth tourists and “parallel
traders” from north of their border left a very
sour effect on Hong Kongers.)
And there may be where the similarity
ends.
What is starkly different between
the U.S. presidential election and the
Hong Kong election is media coverage.

The U.S. election
last November was
covered worldwide
f o r m o n t h s p r i o r,
even resulting in
an “election” by
world citizens in late
October. On the other
hand, there is hardly
any mention of the
Hong Kong election
across the Hong Kong
border in the mainland.
In fact, in September
2016, “A search in the
WiseNews database,
which covers more
than 300 mainland Chinese newspapers,
returns just a single Chinese-language
report on the Hong Kong elections,”
reported The China Media Project, the
research publication of the Journalism &
Media Studies Centre at the University of
Hong Kong, which tracks “China’s media
landscape.”
The difference does not stop there.
What is not lost upon the Hong Kongers
is that they do not have the right to choose
their own candidates. Beijing retains
firm control by virtue of how candidates
are “vetted”: in the summer of 2014,
Beijing announced its proposed reforms of
“prescreening” candidates for Hong Kong’s
chief executive, which meant Hong Kong
voters would only get to vote from a list
of two or three candidates advanced by the
Election Committee. The pro-democracy
folks dubbed this “a sham democracy.” As
a result, it led to the months-long Umbrella

Revolution (China Insight, NovemberDecember 2014 and January 2015).
To understand the outrage, step back
to 1984 when China agreed to govern
Hong Kong under the “one country, two
systems” principle when Britain returned
the colony to China in 1997. It would allow
Hong Kong “a high degree of autonomy,”
including freedom of assembly and speech
for 50 more years. Also as part of the
agreement, the Chinese government also
promised direct elections for the chief
executive by 2017.
As it turned out, candidates for Hong
Kong’s chief executive in 2017 will be
nominated by a 1,200-member Election
Committee. The committee had been
criticized as not as “broadly representative”
as it is purported to be. Election Committee
members are supposed to represent all
walks of life with backgrounds proportional
to the population base, and from sectors
such as industry and commerce; religious
organizations, education, social services;
professionals and the government. However,
it’s widely believed that committee members
are pro-Beijing, thereby nominating a
slate of candidates willing to practice
Beijing’s brand of “democracy” and not
truly representative of the HK population,
especially the pro-democracy folks. The
Committee is elected by 230,000 registered
voters.
Before the candidates are allowed to run
in the March election, they must secure 150
nominations from the Election Committee.
The vetted candidates are then voted on by
the people through universal suffrage. And
to win, 601 Election Committee votes are

needed.
One day after the U.S. presidential
election, between 1,000-2,000 (number
varies depending on the source) local and
foreign attorneys dressed in black took to a
peaceful march, IN SILENCE, through the
heart of Hong Kong to protest China’s move
to bar two pro-independence lawmakers
from taking their oaths of office and,
subsequently, their places in the Legislative
Council. (The two displayed a “Hong Kong
is not China” banner during a swearing-in
ceremony in October, which resulted in their
oaths being invalidated.) China’s move was
seen by the Hong Kong Bar Association as
overstepping Hong Kong’s judiciary and
rule of law, contrary to “one country, two
systems” agreement.
The last governor of Hong Kong, Chris
Patten, said in a speech at the Foreign
Correspondent Club in November 2016
that the growing call for independence
is detrimental to gaining democracy in
the former British colony. Patten was
governor from 1992-1997. He understands
Hong Kongers’ concern over Beijing’s
interference with the Legislative Council
swearing-in and aggressive handling of
journalists, and how that may have a
negative effect on Hong Kong’s success
as a global financial and commerce center.
It remains to be seen how things will
shake out. Will Trump’s victory boost hope
for localism in Hong Kong?
Although Beijing does not have to
like the next chief executive, it has to be
someone Beijing can work with or it will be
a disaster. Reminds us a little of our own
recent election, perhaps? ♦

Some Minnesota Chinese Americans
getting politically active
By Chuck Li, The Minnesota Chinese Americans supporting Trump Group, contributor
On the afternoon of Oct. 29, 2016,
around 1:30 p.m., a small airplane sponsored
by some Chinese Americans in Minnesota
took off from Blaine Airport, north of the
Twin Cities. The airplane was towing a 150
x 7 ft. banner printed with “MN CHINESE
AMERICANS FOR TRUMP” and a big
American national flag behind it, flying
more than 500 feet high in the sky.
The airplane passed by the Anoka
County’s Halloween parade, then flew
along state Highway 169 and Interstate 94
to the cities of Maple Grove, Plymouth,
Minnetonka and Eden Prairie, where more
Chinese Americans reside. Owing to the
weather, the plane was in the air for one
hour that day, but went back up to the sky
for another two hours the following day.
This banner-flying campaign in
support of Trump’s presidential bid made
Minnesota one of more than 20 states
engaging in Trump’s high-flying banner
support campaign from Chinese Americans.
While organizing the flight campaign, The
Minnesota Chinese Americans Supporting
Trump also donated money to purchase two
large billboards for seven days beginning
Oct.31. One billboard was at the north side

of the cross-section of Highway 35W and
East Hennepin Avenue, while the other one
was where 35W south and 35E merge. Both
billboards carried the same message: “MN
CHINESE AMERICANS FOR TRUMP.”
These Trump-supporting activities
in Minnesota were made possible by
generous donations from 50-some Chinese
immigrants in the state. While the activities
may not represent the political stance of
all Minnesota Chinese, it showed Chinese
Americans’ growing desires to participate
in the political processes throughout the
country. By being actively involved in
the political processes, these Chinese
Americans now believe the minority group’s
interests in the country could be carefully
cherished.
Trump’s economic policy, his advocacy
for law and order, his plan for governing
with Americans’ interests first, the strategies
of punishing extreme terrorists, controlling
the entering of the illegal immigrants, and
purging unlawful illegal immigrants from
the county won the praises of many of
Chinese Americans nationally.
Although the 2016 election is over, The
Minnesota Chinese Americans Supporting

Trump Group will continue to be actively
engaged. Two projects on its horizon are:
• Minnesota Asian Americans Desegregation
Education Data project. While Asian
Americans are perceived as model
minorities nationally and within Minnesota,
there exists many inequalities among the
different ethnic groups. For example, where
Chinese Americans and India Americans
are considered high achievers, Laotian and
Hmong may not. The Chinese American
group would like to help bridge the gap by
actively participating in the process through
this federally funded Minnesota Department
of Education project, to help underdeveloped
Asian Americans communities using its
expertise and strengths.
• Mid-term election in 2018: The 2016
general election inspired a lot of Chinese
Americans to participate actively in the
political process. The group would like

to start looking at the mid-term election
in two years. It is its hope to see Chinese
Americans sitting in the Minnesota House
and Senate, and in Congress representing
Minnesotans.
If you’re interested in getting
involved, feel free to contact Chuck Li at
eagle10211995@comcast.net.

One of two billboards along major
Twin Cities arteries the week before
election day.

About the writer
Chuck Li, Ph.D., is a business application software developer at a local bank in
Minneapolis. He came to the Twin Cities from Beijing in 1993 as a graduate student
at University of Minnesota where he received his master‘s degree in computer science
and his doctor ate in molecular biology.
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I am fearful
By Chang Wang, contributor

Editor’s note: This is Professor Chang Wang’s opening remarks to the class Modern
China: History, Law, and Culture, an Honors Seminar at the University of Minnesota,
on Nov. 10, 2016.
Welcome to our first class in
Trumpland.
This is a seminar on modern China, but
after this election, our discussion on China
is becoming more relevant to understanding
the current political situation of America.
As a teacher, I feel obligated to share
some of my thoughts with you: for the first
time in my 16 years in the United States, I
feel I am “home” – back in China.
I thought you deserve better.

“This concept refers to a societal consensus
that it is absolutely wrong to discriminate
or exploit other people, based on their race,
gender, class, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, or political affiliation.” But it did take
several generations’ efforts and lives (Dr.
Martin Luther King, Robert Francis Kennedy, Freedom Riders, suffragettes, to name
a few) to build today’s “politically correct”
world for you. You are fortunate to be born
in a world that is less violent, less discrimi-

A campaign sign in Polk County, Tennessee, June 2016
natory, safer and cleaner. You automatically
inherited the legacy of equal protection and
due process from the past generations. It is
likely that your parents put certain amounts
in your bank account. But just like any
inheritance, if you just sit on it and spend
it, it will be depleted. Equal protection,
due process, non-discrimination, freedom
of speech, freedom of
association, you take
all these for granted,
just like clean water and
clean air - you won’t
notice them until they
become unavailable.
I know this because
I grew up in a place
where the government
has a legitimate right
to rule you, to exploit
you, even to harm you.
Individual rights do
not exist, and open discrimination is accepted
Elizabeth Eckford tries to flee an increasingly angry white mob
as a norm. Many first
outside the Little Rock Central High School, Sept. 4, 1957
generation immigrants
like me came to this
country for the rule of
law, equal protection,
due process, diversity and inclusion, for
America’s fundamental
fairness and freedom
from fear.
But I am fearful
these days, and I fear
for the future.
I am fearful because
I hear the same rhetoric
that emerged in 1949’s
China and in 2016’s
America: “I promise
Mao’s Red Guards torturing and humiliating intellectuals, you land, I promise you
1960s, China
jobs, and I promise you
It took a half century to make “political
correctness” a principle of the American
society. The principle embraces civil
rights, women’s rights, LGBTQ rights, environmental protection, non-discrimination,
tolerance and empathy.
I remember my professor in law school
explained this concept in a very simple way:

greatness.” Millions of Chinese living in liberties and lives.
rural areas followed their leader Mao in
Nevertheless, Americans did not change
a revolution overthrowing a democratic on Nov. 8, but America will change in the
government, only to find themselves in a coming months and years. It is now totally
grave they dug for themselves. Chinese lost up to you, your generation, to look at the evtheir freedoms, their properties, and many er-shrinking balance in your bank account,
ultimately, even their lives.
then decide what to do with it.
I am fearful because I hear the same
“Toute nation a le gouvernement qu’elle
rhetoric in 1966’s China and
2016’s America: “It’s all their
fault, the establishment, the
elites, the media. They are
all corrupt, all crooked. Beat
them up, and lock them up!”
This pattern of anti-intellectualism and anti-culture
destroyed Chinese culture,
arts, education, all academic
institutions, and the entire
infrastructure of a civilization.
Chinese people followed
their ruthless leader Mao
and engaged in a civil war
Chairman Mao is with us forever poster in Cultural Revagainst tradition, culture and
olution, 1970s China
humanity.
I am fearful because I hear
hate speeches blaming ethnic
minorities, religious groups,
and undocumented workers
for economic and security
problems, and labeling those
“others” as inferior species,
thus excluded from equal protection and due process. This
kind of mentality empowered
numerous ethnic cleansings,
religious persecutions, lynching, and genocides in human
history. It has always been
“we” vs. “them,” conquerors
vs. barbarians, human vs. University of Minnesota students protesting in Minneapinhuman. Under this logic, olis, Nov. 10, 2016.
xenophobia and hatred are
justified, murders and mass killings are mérite,” a quote attributed to Joseph-Marie
celebrated.
de Maistre, a French writer, lawyer and
I am fearful because I see striking diplomat, translates as”Every nation gets
similarities of personalities in the “great” the government it deserves.”
leaders: hypocritical; calculating; vengeful
You deserve better; we deserve better. ♦
(“long list of enemies” and “very long memAbout the writer
ory”); vulgar; utter disrespect for women,
Chang Wang is chief research and
minorities, the disabled, and anybody less
academic officer of Thomson Reuters
fortunate, lacking empathy; ignorant of
and adjunct professor at the University
science and technology; pathologically
of Minnesota. He is also a member of the
mixing facts with lies; financially corrupt
Civic Engagement Steering Committee of
and morally bankrupt; and endlessly seeking
the State of Minnesota. Wang currently
power, fame, and lust. I know what these
resides in St. Paul with his family.
kinds of “great” leaders are capable of,
particularly what they can do to people’s

WWTT?
Chinese like to chintz on paying for translation. The “translator”
in this case probably did a word-for-word dictionary look up.
means
“one time”

means
“sex”

means
“products”

But taken as a whole, the phrase really should say “single-use
goods,” meaning “disposable goods.” Cup makes sense after all.

What were they thinking?
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2017 The year of the Rooster

Celebrating the Spring Festival; Enjoying the Carnival!
Time: Jan. 22nd 2017, Sunday, 12:00-4:30pm
Location: Valley View Middle School Edina (6750 Valley View Rd, Edina, MN 55439)

Four Themes:

Authentic Chinese Foods and Snacks, Folk Songs and Dances, Traditional
Cultural Experiences, and Spring Festival Carnival









Red Packets for kids and seniors
Lion Dances
Carnival games
Hands-on cultural experience
Folk Songs/Dances
Door Prizes
Authentic foods and snacks
Greetings from VIP guests!

Free
Admission!

 Over 3000 local people attended our 2016’s celebration. Please join us for an even better event in 2017
 Donations are highly appreciated! Your generosity and volunteer work will help making this event free to the
public

Hosted by:

Minnesota International Chinese School

明州国际中文学校

Contact:

(612)618-0067  (952)212-6070  (651)260-7255
info@mnchinese.org

