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“Passage” organizers work hard
on annual cultural event at Mall
of America
By Elaine Dunn

A few members of the Chinese
Heritage Foundation got together with
the China Insight publisher to organize
an event to celebrate Asian American
Pacific Heritage Month in May 2008 at
Southdale Center in Edina. The main
goal of the event was to promote Chinese culture, history, geography and
the arts through interactive activities.
“A Passage to China” was born, with
40-plus community organizations
participating. Several thousand people
attended this inaugural event.
Bolstered by the event’s success and

warm reception, the
organizers embarked
on planning for the
proverbial “bigger and
better” second act to
continue showcasing
Chinese heritage and
culture. They never
looked back! A bigger venue, the Mall
of America, was very
receptive to the idea of
hosting “Passage,” and
has been a good “partner” of the event since 2009. MOA staff
estimated that 2013 “Passage” attracted
more than 15,000 visitors.
The organizers of “Passage” attribute
its success to the tremendous support
from MOA and the more than 50 organizations that participate. Many of
these organizations have been part of the
event since 2008. “Passage” also would
not be possible without the support of
the many dedicated volunteers who generously donate their time and talent to
making this event run smoothly. Some
contact and work with the vendors and

performers; some assist in implementing the game plan that begins almost immediately after the event. The Passage
committee kicks into full gear approximately four months before the actual
event. All participants get to meet each
other to establish a sense of camaraderie
and to work out final details at a meeting
several weeks before the actual event.
The two evenings prior to the event, a
committed team of worker bees shows
up at the MOA to transform the Rotunda
and Sears Court into the festive setting
that sets the mood for “Passage.” These
volunteers work tirelessly into the early
morning hours two nights straight!
When contacted for this article, the
organizers stated that they are happy
“Passage” continues to be a popular
event with the greater Twin Cities community. Are they gluttons for self-abuse?
Perhaps! Believe me, lugging and setting up the many props, including two
life-size terracotta warrior replicas are
not a piece of cake! However, each and
every one of them stressed their efforts
are well rewarded when they see the
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Minnesota quarterly exports jump

6 percent in the fourth quarter
the fourth quarter of 2013 – also grew
faster than U.S. manufactured exports
(7 percent versus 3 percent).
For 2013 overall, Minnesota exports
fell 0.5 percent, while U.S. exports grew
2.1 percent.

Minnesota exports (including agricultural, mining and manufactured
products) were valued at $5.4 billion,
and grew 6 percent between the fourth
quarters of 2012 and 2013, exceeding
U.S. growth of 4 percent. Minnesota’s
quarterly export growth rate has not exceeded 5 percent since the third quarter
of 2011.
Referring to only the manufacturing sector, Minnesota manufactured
exports – valued at almost $5 billion in

Exports to Asia and the European Union
Grow More Than 10 Percent
• The state’s largest exporting region was
North America (flat at $1.9 billion).
• The two strongest performing indi-

vidual markets were China (up $194 million, or 35 percent, to $743 million) and
Mexico (up $107 million, or 32 percent, to
$439 million).
• The next two largest regions, Asia (up
12 percent to $1.7 billion) and the European
Union (up 11 percent to $1.1 billion), turned
in the largest gains in the fourth quarter of
2013. In Asia, the strong growth in exports
of ores/slag/ash, wood pulp, optics/medical
products and food by-products offset much

Silk Road, page 14
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Save the date: April 22
China 100 symposium and lecture
Venue:
McNamara Alumni Center,
200 Oak St SE, Minneapolis

About China 100
China 100 is a yearlong celebration honoring the first students
from China and the wealth of
connections that have come since.
This celebration honors the past
and takes a look forward at the
engagement between the University of Minnesota and China.

1-4 p.m.:
U, Minnesota, and China looking
forward to the next century
4-5 p.m.:
Social hour for continued discussions
and networking
The China 100 Symposium will acknowledge the university’s history and
also look forward to the next 100 years.
It will include:
• Showcase of the China 100 History
Exhibit: 100 Years of Engagement
• Breakout sessions featuring experts in:
o China’s agriculture and food safety,
o Minnesota-China business strategy
and development,
o Building sustainable cities, and
o University’s past and future ex
change and partnerships in China.
5-6:30 p.m.: The Bob and Kim Griffin
“Building U.S.-China Bridges Lecture” with former U.S. Ambassador to
China Jon Huntsman and Q&A.

A distinguished diplomat, successful businessman and twice-elected
governor of Utah, Jon Huntsman
brings a bipartisan, global perspective in elevating the discussion
on the key issues and challenges
facing the world today. He served
as U.S. Ambassador to China and
Singapore for Presidents George
H.W. Bush and Barack Obama and
is noted for his ability to infuse issues of global importance into key
political and economic concerns
facing audiences today.

About the Bob and Kim Griffin
“Building U.S.-China Bridges
Lecture”
Building a legacy for their children and for Minnesota, Bob and
Kim Griffin donated $500,000
to the China Center to create an
endowment fund to establish the
Bob and Kim Griffin Building
U.S.-China Bridges Lecture. The
Griffin’s gift reflects their commitment to promoting mutual respect
between the two cultures and their
passion to connect people with
China.
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Shaw-Lundquist Associates, Inc.
celebrates 40th anniversary
By Greg Hugh

Ying Zhang performs on ancient musical
instruments

Chuck Rauenhorst, Bill Mills, Audrey
Talkington (all from Rauenhorst Recruiting) and Hoyt Hsiao (CEO & President of
Shaw-Lundquist)

Management staff of Shaw-Lundquist:
Joel Lundquist (former superintendent),
Barb Meyers, Tom Meyers (vice president)
and Steve Fritz (vice president).

Founded in 1974, Shaw-Lundquist
Associates, Inc. is a second-generation
family-owned general contractor. Today,
it is one of the largest Asian American
contractors in the United States, with
offices in Hudson, Wis. and Las Vegas,
Nev.
Shaw-Lundquist has always been a
family-oriented organization, so it was
a natural transition for Fred Hsiao’s
(or Fred Shaw, as known in western
circles) sons to join the company. Hoyt
Hsiao, his second-oldest son, started as
a project manager in 1988, moved up
through the ranks to vice president, and
was named president and CEO in 2009.
His younger brother Holden serves as
vice president and heads up the Las
Vegas branch, and continues to lead the
IT department.
The 40th anniversary celebration
was held at the Aria, located in the historic Minneapolis Warehouse District,
which is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. It was historically
known as the Realty Warehouse Company building, and was designed by
noted architect Cass Gilbert (who also
designed the State Capitol) and worked
on the building’s expansion. The Aria
is pretty awesome inside. Industrial but
aged, laid-back and quite stunning. Tall
ceilings, great atmosphere!
The celebration was an informal
affair with guests partaking of complimentary beer and wine. In addition to
a variety of food items available at a
well-stocked buffet station, there was

an abundance of appetizer trays being
served by an army of roaming servers.
In recognition of the Chinese heritage
of the Hsiao/Shaw family, the evening’s
program featured entertainment by
members of the Minhua Chorus and the
Ha Family Lion Troupe.
Jennie Hsiao, matriarch of the clan,
briefly welcomed the gathering, and
Hoyt provided some comments after
the entertainment ended. Hoyt stated
that the success and longevity of ShawLundquist could be attributed to a few of
the guiding principles established by his
father: “Be fair, honest, and treat people
Soloist Qian Xu Yin
right.” Fred Hsiao’s (who passed away
in 2010) motto was “Our goal is to be
a good contractor. We don’t have to be
the biggest, but we do have to be one of
the best to serve customers and do the
right thing.”
Hoyt acknowledged that the business could not have evolved without
the dedication of its employees. Several
members of the management team , he
mentioned, have been with the firm for
more than 30 years. He also credited the
support of clients who have worked with
them over the years, as well as the many
loyal and dependable sub-contractors
who are integral to getting the projects
completed.
The celebration concluded as it
began, with friends, family, clients,
employees and other invited guests
mingling with the Hsiao family.
For more information about Shaw- Dancers/singers perform special folk dance
Lundquist visit www.shawlundquist.
com. u
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Jennie Hsaio (4th from left) with sons Hoyt and Holden (holding scroll)
receiving congratulations from the Ha Family Lion Troupe

Photo credit:Chris Doman Photography.
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“What’s the story?”

Suirenshi (燧人氏), the inventor of fire

By Elaine Dunn

Have you ever heard of Shangqiu
City? Didn’t think so. I wager that no
other China Insight reader has ever
heard of this place either, let alone its
native son, Suirenshi (燧人氏)! Should
I be wrong on this score, do email me
(edunn@chinainsight.info) and let me
know. I’ll be glad to report how many
emails I received in next month’s column.
The cradle of fire:
Shangqiu (商丘) is at the junction of

Shandong, Jiangsu, Anhui and Henan
provinces, located in eastern Henan
Province. It was the first capital of the
Shang Dynasty and the birthplace of
many important figures in Chinese culture, one of which is this month’s story.
Suirenshi was supposed to have
lived approximately 10,000 years ago.
He is neither an emperor nor a god, but
a mythological demigod.
As the story goes, there was a forest in western China with a tree that
“shone” throughout the day and night.

Suirenshi visited that forest looking for
the tree. He came to this big tree and
saw many woodpeckers pecking away
at it. Suirenshi noticed that as the woodpeckers’ beaks drilled into the trunk,
sparks would fly, lighting up the tree.
He decided to break off two branches
and jabbed one stick against the other
in quick succession. Eventually, he got
the sticks to spark. As he added more
and more sticks, he built a fire.
When he returned to Henan Province, he taught the people how to start
a fire to keep warm. Also, at that time,
people were eating raw meat and vegetables and getting sick. With fire, they
learned to cook their food before eating,
greatly reducing illness from eating
raw food. In addition, cooked food was
more delicious. The people were very
appreciative of Suirenshi’s discovery/
invention of how to make fire. Therefore, Shangqiu became known as the
cradle of fire!
The cradle of Chinese civilization:
Not only is Shangqiu the birth place
of Suirenshi, it is also the birthplace of
quite a few other important figures in
Chinese culture:
• Canjie (倉頡), circa 2650 B.C., the

legendary figure credited with inventing
the Chinese writing system
• Mozi (墨子), circa 500-400 B.C.,
a philosopher whose fundamental
doctrine (Mohism) challenged Confucianism
• Zhuangzi (莊子), circa 400-300
B.C., another influential philosopher of
the Daoist vein
• Hua Mulan (花木蘭), circa A.D.
386–534, yes, the same “Mulan” of
1998 Disney animation fame! She
dressed up as a boy and served in an allmale army in place of her aging father.
Famous foods from the city:
• Round rice dumplings found at local temple fairs here
• A sweet, crispy treat coated with
sesame seeds
• Stewed noodles
Scientific claim to fame:
China’s first observatory (Ebo Tai)
was situated in Shangqiu.
Although Suirenshi’s name recognition, I hasten to bet, is as obscure as his
birthplace, both the legend and his birthplace have added much to the quality of
life to the Chinese people. u

Sotheby’s puts Chinese treasures on the block
By Zhang Yuwei in New York , China Daily USA, March 19

tion as part of Asia
Week New York. The
sale was particularly
focused on property
from private collections of more than 50
collectors from the
US, Asia and Europe.
Wang Tao, senior
vice-president and
department head of
Henry Howard-Sneyd, Sotheby’s vice-chairman of Asian Art and Chinese Works of
North America, leads an auction on Tuesday morning, where Art at Sotheby’s,
a number of Chinese items were on the block. Bidding on the
said that compared
bronze owl-headed wine vessel (shown in photo) reached $3.7
million - below the lowest estimated price of $4 million. Zhang with the last few
Yuwei / China Daily
years - where Chinese buyers came
Sotheby’s auction room on the Upper
mostly to observe - it has been particuEast Side in New York was packed with
larly “busy” on the auction floor this
collectors and bidders - about 80 percent
week with more of them participating.
of them Chinese - on Tuesday morning
“You can clearly see their enthuwhen Henry Howard-Sneyd, the auction
siasm,” said Wang, adding that there
house’s vice-chairman of Asian Art and were also more people from the Chinese
North America, put a host of Chinese mainland this year.
items on the block.
“Ancient Chinese bronzes are most
The Chinese collectors - no strang- popular this year,” Wang said of the
ers to Sotheby’s - followed closely as trend among Chinese collectors.
Howard-Sneyd announced bids in both
A Chinese bronze owl Hu with the
English and Mandarin.
highest estimated value - between $4
Between Tuesday and Wednesday, million and $6 million - was still up for
Sotheby’s presented the bi-annual Fine sale after a Chinese bidder offered $3.7
Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art auc- million, the highest during that session.

Wang said the piece would be kept
until a price closer to the lowest estimated price (of $4 million) came up.
“At the moment people still come in
with different offers, so we need to wait
until the end of the week (when Asia
Week ends) to see what kind of offers
come in,” Wang said.
“The seller may prefer to keep it if
the price isn’t right,” he added.
“I was surprised by that,” said Erica
Mason, an American collector. “I think
the reserve price is too high but then you
have to start from somewhere.”
Wang, however, said the piece is a
unique one with a great history, but Chinese collectors are still going through a
“learning curve” of understanding different categories, which is why the value
of it was underestimated during the bid.
“You need a lot of understanding
to appreciate this piece,” Wang added.
The piece, which was once on display at the British Museum, has been
auctioned twice at Sotheby’s, the first
time in 1945 for more than $1,000
pounds ($1,650 back then). “So the
current price is actually quite low,”
Wang said.
If a porcelain item from the Emperor
Qianlong period (18th century) sold at a
similar price back then, it could go for

up to $10 million today, he explained.
“Chinese bronzes are a new field for
Chinese collectors so they are not so
sophisticated about them,” Wang said.
Surprisingly, another bronze item, a
wine vessel from the late Shang Dynasty
(13th-11th century BC) that carried an
estimated price between $400,000 and
$600,000, sold for $2 million to a Chinese bidder on Tuesday.
Wang said the items that are easiest
for Chinese collectors to connect with
are porcelains, which most Chinese collectors have been educated about for the
past 20 years.
Among the Chinese collectors, Xu
Jun, a Chinese art dealer from Shanghai,
was quietly sitting in the lobby as the
morning session - when most bronze
items were auctioned - was going on. “I
am here just to see what they have for
the ceramics and jade items at the later
session,” Xu said. u
Editor’s note: For additional information on Chinese archaeology and
cultural relics, check out the article
“Increasing global interest prompts
Minnetonka-based East View Press
to publish Chinese archaeological
research in English” in the the
March China Insight online at www.
chinainsight.info.

events

www.chinainsight.info

APRIL 2014 > PAGE 5

Festival of Nations
celebrates peace
May 1-4

SAINT PAUL, Minn. – February
11, 2014 – Festival of Nations, Minnesota’s largest multi-cultural celebration, returns to Saint Paul RiverCentre
Thursday, May 1 through Sunday, May
4. This year’s theme, Peace Among the
People, will be seen throughout the Festival. Thousands of students experience
the festival on Thursday and Friday, and
the public is invited to attend Friday
afternoon through Sunday. Ride Metro
Transit’s light-rail and busses to Festival of Nations for free on Saturday and
Sunday with a “Go Greener Pass” available for download at FestivalOfNations.
com. Discounted advanced tickets and
World Passes (admission for all days of
the festival) will be available between
March 21and April 30, and after that,
full price tickets will be available at
the RiverCentre Box Office. There will
also be a special Military Night on Friday, May 2, with $10 tickets available
for active and retired military men and
women with valid ID.
New this year, Festival of Nations
is hosting an Art Slam competition on
Saturday featuring six first-generation
American artists creating artwork inspired by the festival’s theme, Peace
Among the People. Also in line with the
theme, the Peace Bell will be on loan
from Duluth, bringing its story of war,
forgiveness, and friendship. There will
also be a Peace Path for people to walk,
as well as a Peace Coffee pop-up shop.
During the three public days, Festival of Nations invites people of all ages
to Think Global, Celebrate Local with
their friends and family. The festival
brings together people from a vast array
of backgrounds to celebrate their ethnic
heritage, learn about other cultures and
enjoy great food. Through exhibits,
food, music, dance, and personal connections, Festival of Nations provides
a look into the traditions, history and
journey of over 90 ethnic groups, and
sheds light on how each one contributes
to the American cultural landscape.
Advance tickets are $11 for adults,
$8 for youth 6 to 16, and free for children 5 and under, and are available
between March 21 and April 30 at the
International Institute of Minnesota
and at Byerly’s Food Stores. During
the event, tickets are available at the

RiverCentre Box Office for $13.50 for
adults, $8 for youth 6 to 16, and free
for children 5 and under. A World Pass,
good for admission all days of the Festival, is a great value at $18 for adults
and $12 for youth. NOTE: The World
Pass is only available in advance at the
International Institute of Minnesota
March 21 through April 30.
Highlights of 2014
Entertainment – Over 100 dancers
and musicians perform on three stages
throughout the Festival. On Friday, May
2, the Ticket to Brasil will perform a
special concert from 7 to 10 p.m. on the
Café Stage, free with festival admission.
Cultural Exhibits – Community
members will showcase their distinctive
cultures through 52 special exhibits.
Festival visitors can pick up a Festival
of Nations Passport to be stamped at
each stop.
Ethnic Cafés – From Palestinian
falafel to Colombian tamales to Tibetan
mo-mos and Norwegian lefse, enjoy fare
served around the world at 32 ethnic
food cafés. Proceeds from each café
benefit local non-profit organizations.
Ethnic Demonstrations – Community members will showcase their
distinctive cultures through interactive
exhibits. This is a fun and interactive
activity for the whole family! Many
folk artisans practicing crafts passed
down through generations and interactive, educational demonstrations will
be featured in over 26 different booths.
International Bazaar – Shopping
from around the globe with booths representing 68 countries, with imported
gifts including clothing, jewelry and
artifacts from many cultures.
International Beer Experience –
Last year’s inaugural event was such
a hit that it’s coming back for another
year. Patrons 21+ can enjoy beers from
around the world and visit with Festival
of Nations beer experts.
Naturalization Ceremony – On
Friday evening, in the Bazaar Courtyard,
Festival of Nations visitors can watch
as 15 people become U.S. citizens. The
ceremony begins at 6 p.m.
Art Slam – Saturday features the
festival’s first Art Slam, where six firstgeneration American artists will go
head-to-head, creating artwork inspired
by the festival’s theme, Peace Among
the People.
Festival hours:
Friday, May 2 – 4 – 10 p.m.
Saturday, May 3 – 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Sunday, May 4 – 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

THINK
GLOBALLY.
PARTY
LOCALLY.
MAY 1-4, 2014

festivalofnations.com
651.647.0191

Presented by the International Institute of
Minnesota in cooperation with 90 ethnic groups.

Taiwan chamber
musicians perform
two concerts
By Elaine Dunn
“Attending? Visit www.tolib.org to sign up, purchase tickets
and reserve seats.”
Wang Teng-Kuan (violinist, pianist and
program coordinator), Li.Yung-Han
(flautist), Yen Ting-Ting (violinist),
Amy Wei (violinist), Lin Hsuan-Wen
(violinist), Wu Szu-Ling (pianist) and,
since there were no Taiwanese student
cellist, they recruited the only nonDate:
Taiwanese, Starkebaum Douglas. They
Friday, April 18
will be performing eight pieces by Tai6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
wanese composers from the 1900s to the
Place:
21st century, including a composition
James J Hill House
by talented young Taiwanese Astro Liu,
240 Summit Avenue, St. Paul
specially commissioned for this concert.
Price:
Many Taiwanese musicians, includ$6 Seat
(Free to the members of Minnesota ing members of Voices from Taiwan, are
Historical Society) includes optional alumni of the University of Minnesota.
45-min. tour of the James J Hill House A few years ago (2011) they performed
a well-received concert that focused on
provided after the concert
Taiwanese folk songs. It was the impetus
for doing more to showcase Taiwanese
Date:
talent. In August 2013, Program CoorSaturday, April 19
dinator Wang Teng-Kuan, a second-year
3 – 5 p.m.
doctorate candidate in collaborative
Place: Lecture Hall, Room 225,
piano, began planning and finding music
2106 4th Street S, Minneapolis
for these concerts. The group hopes to
Price: Free
make these concerts an annual event to
The group includes Lin Pei-Pei introduce Minnesotans to the culture
(pianist), Chang Chieh-Fan (trumpeter), and music of Taiwan. u
Classical music is popular in Taiwan.
Voices from Taiwan, a group of nine
musicians, will be sharing their passion
and the compositions of Taiwanese composers in two April concerts:
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Today, her first bike.
Tomorrow, her first car.
As she grows, you’ll want to give her every
opportunity. That may mean lower monthly
payments now so there’s more left each month
or it could mean access to the money you need
for what’s ahead. From training wheels to her
own wheels, your car’s value may help you pay
for what she needs along the way.
Call, click, or stop by Wells Fargo today,
and we’ll find out if an auto-secured loan is
right for you.

1-800-946-9524

wellsfargo.com/autoloans

Granting of loan is subject to our credit requirements.
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.
Materials expire on 08/01/2014. (1178561_11383)

The “banana” Farewell
1178561_11383 10x7 bw.indd 1

By Elaine Dunn

Gary Locke

The 10th U.S. ambassador to China,
Gary Locke, left China on March 1. His
successor, former senator from Montana
Max Baucus, was confirmed in February
and as reported by the Billings Gazette’s
website on March 4, is “now undergoing ambassador school,” whatever that
means. There is no date given for when
he will assume his new post in China.
Locke was well liked by the Chinese
people, though maybe not quite so by
the government officials. As reported in
the January issue of China Insight, while
his common-folk ways and approach
endeared him to the Chinese populace
as soon as he landed on Chinese soil,
it also showed up the pompousness of
the Chinese officials’ ostentatious style.
His farewell speech at the Renmin
University School of Law in Beijing
focused on his appreciation for the
warmth shown him and his family by
the Chinese people, the importance of
freedom of expression, and the devel-

opment of economic ties between the
U.S. and China. It did not include any
compliments for the government or any
officials. In fact, he chastised China
for its human rights record and chided
the government to”have the national
self-confidence to withstand the media
scrutiny that most of the world takes
for granted.”
The second-largest Chinese news
media, China News Service, promptly
came out swinging, calling Locke a
“yellow-skinned white-hearted banana
man.” Locke, who is of Chinese ancestry, was accused of “inciting evil winds,
lighting evil fires” for visiting ethnic
minorities and publicizing the air pollution problem in Beijing. “Mr. Locke not
only does not understand the writing of
his ancestors,” the news agency said,
“but also failed to understand Chinese
law.” The news agency’s comments
are in stark contrast to the sentiments
shared online, where Chinese Internet
users remember him fondly for bringing the Beijing air quality issue to fore,
for reducing U.S. visa wait times from
70-100 days to 3-5 days, and for his
down-to-earth style. One journalist
asked Locke whether he’ll “take home
some of your ancestral home’s soil?”
Locke good-naturedly responded, “I am.

I’ve filled my lungs with it.”
The China News Service piece
insinuated that Locke was a “race traitor” – one who failed to show political
loyalty to the nation of his ancestry.
The writer of the piece seemed to lack
the basic understanding that Locke, as
U.S. ambassador, should be expected
to identify and represent the interest of
the U.S. To expect anything less would
be absurd.
Most Asian Americans have questioned themselves at some point in their
lives whether they are American or
Asian enough. Locke will not be the last
Asian American to be accused of being
a “banana.” However, it does call into
question the motive for an official news
agency to publish something like that.
Had any U.S. news service treated
the Chinese ambassador to Washington
with anything remotely resembling a
slight, Beijing and the Chinese people
would be outraged immediately! Unfortunately, for Locke, the lack of press
coverage of the China News Service
piece or the total ambivalence of the
U.S. masses, no such uproar came to
his defense. In addition, true to his style
and integrity, Locke refused to “engage”
further.
China’s media had already commented on Locke’s successor. Xinhua
noted Baucus’ role in getting China
admitted to the World Trade Organization. It also duly noted that Baucus
had criticized China for manipulating

2:17and
PM
exchange rates between the3/4/14
yuan
the dollar. A Xinhua article said, “His
nomination and confirmation might testify to the U.S. eagerness to tap the huge
trade and investment opportunities in
China… the first thing Baucus could do
when he arrives in Beijing is to pick off
his colored glasses on China’s economy
and learn more about the complexity of
bilateral relations.”
“Beijing has been annoyed by the
U.S. meddling in its territorial disputes
with Japan and some Southeast Asian
countries,” read another commentary.
Looks like Baucus and Washington have
been put on notice not to rock China’s
boat in the South China seas. u

Late news:

Obama women tour China

First Lady Michelle Obama’s trip
to China with her daughters (who
are on spring break) and mother
began March 19. The trip is touted
as a “people-to-people” relationshipbuilding trip and the itinerary includes
the Great Wall, the Forbidden City,
Chengdu’s Panda Base, the Xi’an
terracotta warriors and meetings with
university students.
Mindful of a lavish trip to Spain in
2010, the White House has remained
mum on how much it would cost
taxpayers.
You can catch Mrs. Obama’s blog
about her trip at whitehouse.gov.
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The Spratly Islands Dispute
By Pat Welsh, contributor

The Senkaku Islands featured in
previous China Insights are not the only
area where China has conflicting claims
with its neighbors. Another area is the
Spratly Island and the nearby Paracel
Islands to the north. These two sets of
islands lie between the Philippines and
Vietnam in an area that contains both
well-traveled sea lanes, lucrative fishing activities, and oil and gas reserves.
The Spratly Island group includes approximately 750 islands, reefs, shoals
and many submerged islands that only
appear at low tide. This island group,
along with the Paracels, total some
30,000 islands. Like the Senkaku Islands, these islands were uninhabited
until the 20th century.
This particular dispute involves
The People’s Republic of China (PRC,
referred to as China in the rest of this
article), the Republic of China (ROC,
referred to as Taiwan in the rest of
this article), Vietnam, the Philippines,
Brunei and Malaysia. All but Brunei
have established some form of military
presence on these islands. The sources
of their claims are briefly mentioned
below.
Chinese records indicate their discovery of these islands back in 2 B.C.
They also indicate that Chinese explorers appeared on these islands during
the Yuan Dynasty (1280-1368). This
was followed up by similar activities
and claims during the Ming and Qing
Dynasties. The Qing Dynasty records
and maps indicate that these islands
were a part of China and administered
from Guangdong Province. An archaeological survey that produced Chinese
coins and pottery in 1755 also is cited
by both China and Taiwan as proof of
their claim. It also would appear that
Germany may have inadvertently recognized China’s claim back in 1883
when German surveyors of the Paracel
and Spratly islands abandoned their
work there after the Qing Government
in Guangdong Province protested. Currently China’s navy has occupied the
entire Paracel Island chain and several
islands of the Spratly chain. China’s
claim to this area is the largest of all

those nations involved.
Records show Vietnamese activities
around these islands during the 17th
century, and suggest their presence there
200 years earlier as well.Vietnamese
maps of the 19th century include both of
these island groups as part of Vietnam.
It would appear that both China and
Vietnam were unaware of each other’s
claims to these islands during this early
pre-20th century period. Vietnam’s
view is that the Chinese records do not
constitute exercise of sovereignty and
that China did not declare sovereignty
over the Spratlys until after World War
II.
Vietnam states its claims over the
Spratlys and the Paracels are based on
principles of international law whereby
they had declared and exercised sovereignty. Vietnam claims that since the
17th century it has occupied and exercised its sovereignty over the Spratly
and the Paracel islands continuously
and peacefully until they were invaded
by Chinese armed forces. After the
French left in 1954, the government of
the Republic of Vietnam (RVN) placed
border markers on the Spratlys to indicate South Vietnamese sovereignty
over the archipelago. Later, the navy of
the Republic of Vietnam held military
control over the majority of the Spratly
Islands until 1975, when North Vietnamese troops took over the islands.
In July 2012, the Vietnamese National
Assembly passed a Maritime Law that
delineated its claims in both island
chains. Vietnam’s navy regularly patrols
these areas.
In 1933 France claimed and administered these islands as part of
its Indo-Chinese colonial territory. It
strengthened its claim when it built two
weather stations on these islands. In
1935 however, China protested France’s
claims to these islands. In 1939, Japan
took possession of nine of the islands
and built submarine bases there during
World War II. During that time Japan
administered those islands from its
colonial government on Taiwan. In No-

vember 1946, Taiwan established naval
facilities on the largest of the Spratly Islands to which it gave the name, Taiping
Island. Later Taiwan claimed all of these
islands. Subsequent to the Treaty of San
Francisco in 1951, Taiwan once again
claimed these islands even though they
had been partially evacuated subsequent
to the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China on October 1, 1949.
In 1956 , Taiwanreturned in force to the
islands and reoccupied Taiping Island
permanently.
Meanwhile the Philippine government claims 53 of these islands as its territory under the United Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea (UNCLOS),
an agreement in which all contending
countries have ratified. The Philippines
also claim that when Japan renounced
its claim of sovereignty under the terms
of the San Francisco Treaty of 1951, Japan relinquished its rights to the islands
without any specified beneficiary. In
1956 a Filipino citizen, Thomas Cloma,
declared the 53 geographical features of
the disputed area to be an area that he
called “Freedomland.” When Taiwan
moved to reoccupy Taiping Island,
Cloma sold his claim to the Philippine
government. In 1978, the Philippine
government annexed these islands as
part of Palawan Province and renamed
them the Kalayaan Island Group.
The Philippine claim to this Kalayaan group is further explained on a
geographical basis. For example, the
Philippine government claims that China
is not an archipelagic state where these
islands are concerned. Also claimed is
that these islands lie within the Philippines’ 200 mile Exclusive Economic
Zone as defined by the UNCLOS.
Unlike the Senkaku Islands, there
have been incidents of actual and threatened violence in the area. In 1988, Chinese and Vietnamese vessels clashed at
sea over possession of the Johnson Reef
in the Spratly Islands. In that conflict
Chinese gunboats sank three Vietnamese transport ships supporting a landing
party of Vietnamese soldiers of which

64 were killed. An increasing Chinese
military presence has motivated the
Philippines and Vietnam into seeking
closer ties with the Unites States.
Following a 1995 dispute between
China and the Philippines, an Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)-brokered agreement was
reached between China and the 10
ASEAN member nations whereby a
country would inform the other nations
of any military movement within the
disputed territory and that there would
be no further construction (where?).
This agreement was promptly violated
by China and Malaysia. Seven Chinese
naval vessels entered the area to repair
fishing shelters caused by storm damage
in Panganiban Reef. Malaysia erected
a structure on Investigator Shoal and
landed at Rizal Reef. In response, the
Philippines lodged formal protests, demanded the removal of the structures,
increased naval patrols in Kalayaan and
issued invitations to the United States to
inspect the Chinese bases by plane. The
Philippine senate also considered sending troops and naval forces to the area
to attempt the invasion in the islands.
Currently the situation seems to
be stabilizing. Oil and gas exploration
activities involving the disputing parties and the United States have been
underway for several years. China
recently held talks with ASEAN countries aimed at realizing a proposal for a
free trade area among the 10 countries
involved. China and ASEAN have also
been engaged in talks to create a code of
conduct aimed at easing tensions in the
disputed islands. In November 2002,
a formal Declaration on the Conduct
of Parties in the South China Sea was
signed whereby the parties explicitly
promised to resolve their territorial and
jurisdictional disputes through peaceful, friendly consultations and negotiations by sovereign states directly
concerned, rather than the through the
threat or use of force. The declaration
eases tensions, but it falls short of a
legally binding code of conduct. In
July 2012, China announced that it is
open to launching discussions on the
Code of Conduct in the South China
Sea, but calls for all parties to exercise
self-restraint in keeping with the spirit
of previous declarations and United
Nation conventions. u
Sources:
China: Maritime Territorial Claims.
Implications for U.S. Interests, CRS
Report for Congress. November 12,
2001 by Kerry Dumbaugh et al.,
Maritime Territorial Dispute in East
Asia, CRS Report for Congress.
January 30, 2013 by Ben Dolvan et al,
Dời Người Lính Trường Sá (Spratly
Solders Wait) BBC Vietnamese,
March 14, 1988 by Lê Quỳnh.
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Sacred mountain of wonders
By Huang Zhiling , China Daily, Jan. 1, 2014

Mount Emei is home to about 30 monasteries, and during tourist seasons it reminds Buddhists of the humdrum routine of human existence. Wu Jian / For China Daily
Mount Emei is at its best during summer and autumn, but you can
also visit the scenic spot during spring or winter to witness its four natural
phenomena, writes Huang Zhiling from Chengdu, Sichuan province.

Mount Emei, 127 km from Sichuan’s
capital of Chengdu, is one of Buddhism’s four sacred mountains in China;
the others are Wutai in Shanxi province,
Jiuhua in Anhui province and Putuo in
Zhejiang province. Buddhism reached
the mountain about 2,000 years ago, and
Mount Emei, with its approximately 30
monasteries, is a pilgrimage for Buddhists today.
The 1,612-year-old Wannian Temple, which is 1,020 meters above the
sea level, is the oldest temple on the
mountain. The mountain’s patron, Bodhisattva Puxian (or Samantabhadra),
is worshipped in the most sacred building on Mount Emei, a square brick hall
topped with a stupa-like dome. The hall
is made totally of bricks and stones,
and houses a magnificent bronze statue
of Puxian and his mount, a six-tusked
elephant with its feet resting on lotuses.
Wannian Temple has been ravaged
by at least three big fires since Puxuan’s
statue, one of Emei’s best-known, was
installed there in the 10th century. But

the fires didn’t cause any harm to the
62-ton statue.
During my recent visit to Mount
Emei, I saw scores of Buddhists from
Jiaxing in Zhejiang kneeling in front
of the temple and reading scriptures
advocating love for all living beings.
Taking a clue from the Buddha’s teachings, I shifted my gaze from humans to
other living beings and was enraptured
by the beauty of a rare species of frog
and two monkeys.
The Wannian Temple and its surroundings are home to a rare kind of frog
whose croaks sound like the notes of a
zither. According to local legend, four
beautiful fairies drawn to the temple
by the enlightening preachings of an
eminent monk were later transformed
into the frogs. I was lucky enough to
hear the frogs “singing” in a pond full
of lotus blossoms.
Just as I was about to leave, two
monkeys appeared on the roof of a
building opposite the pond to the vociferous “welcome” of tourists and clicking

Monkeys on Mount Emei are notorious for snatching food from tourists, but many people
still find them cute enough to offer food. Wu Jian / For China Daily

of their cameras. But since the jumping
monkeys were breaking the roofing tiles,
the house owner drove them away with
a long bamboo pole.
Monkeys on Mount Emei are also
known to have robbed tourists of their
food. That’s why locals often advise
visitors to show their empty palms to
the simians to avoid being attacked. But
most tourists prefer to offer food to the
lively creatures.
Emei is a poetic term for “beautiful women” in Chinese. Spread over
154 square kilometers, Mount Emei,
included in the UNESCO World Natural
and Cultural Heritage List in 1996, offers a panoramic view of the landscape
throughout the year. In spring, its azaleas
are brilliantly red. In summer, its lush
green trees and grass give it a verdant
look. In autumn, the mountain is a riot
of colors, the green, yellow, orange and
red of the trees mingling with the blue
of the sky. And in winter, the mountain
becomes a white wonderland, with the
ancient temples, trees and mountain
slopes covered in snow.
“Snow usually lasts until April,”
says Wang Yu, a visitor. But since
winter offers more clear days, it is the
best season to see the “Buddha’s Halo”,
the mountain’s most celebrated natural
phenomenon.
But only the lucky few can see the

“Buddha’s Halo” (rainbow-like rings
that surround and move with your
shadow) against the background of the
Golden Summit which is 3,077 meters
above the sea level. It is said that in the
past, devoted Buddhists assumed the
phenomenon was a call from beyond
and jumped off the Cliff of Self-Sacrifice on the Golden Summit.
Believers may no longer be jumping
off the cliff at the sight of the “halo,” but
even non-believers consider it a blessing
to see one.
Be informed, though, that despite
travel guides claiming that one can
see all the four wonders — “Buddha’s
Halo”, Sea of Clouds, the Holy Lamp
(or Divine Lights) and the Golden Summit Sunrise — during a single visit to
Emei, it is rarely possible. But even if
you witness one or two of the four, consider your trip a grand success.
And since no tour is complete
without food, don’t forget to enjoy a
meal of bamboo shoots, bean curd and
vegetables on Emei. Food on Emei is a
vegetarian affair.
But “for 30 yuan ($4.80), one can
eat ‘fish’ made from potatoes and ‘meat’
made from wax gourd in the temples,
including Wannian,” says Liu Jinghua,
a waiter in the vegetarian restaurant in
a Wannian Temple. u

The wonderland that Mount Emei is in winter. Wu Jian / For China Daily
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Jen Lin-Liu, “On the Noodle Road:
From Beijing to Rome with Love and Pasta”
(New York: Riverhead Books, 2013), 388 pp. ISBN 978-1-59448-726-2
Reviewed by Raymond Lum

Memoir. Identity. Marriage record.
Travelogue. Food history. Cookbook.
This book is all of these simultaneously, but succeeds in unequal measures.
Jen Lin-Liu, who never explains her hyphenated surname, made a long journey
across Western China and through the
Middle East, Turkey, Greece and all
the way to Italy, in search of the origin
of noodles. But didn’t Marco Polo find
them in China in the 13th century and introduce them to Europe upon his return
to Italy? Lin-Liu notes that the story of
Marco Polo and the noodle was a 1929
fabrication of The Macaroni Journal.
Did Marco Polo even go to China? Frances Wood of the British Library posed
that very question in the title of her 1995
book. Wood decreed that Polo did not
go to China, yet other scholars hold the
opposite view. Whatever, noodles are
enjoyed all over the world.
Lin-Liu’s previous book, “Serve the
People: A Stir-Fried Journey Through
China” (2009), documents her long
residence in China, where she had gone
as a Fulbright Fellow and to learn how
to cook Chinese food. That book is filled
with adventures with the extremely interesting people she met there.
“On the Noodle Road” takes off from
there, literally as well as figuratively.
With her white American husband in
tow, Lin-Liu sets out to meet people
in various non-Chinese and Chineseinfluenced cultures to learn what they
eat, how they procure it, how they cook
it, and where noodles come into the
picture. As with her earlier book, she
records meetings and conversations

with a host (literally) of fascinating
people and at the same time documents
the traditional role of women in closed
societies. Although this book is about
noodles, much information about other
foods—and peoples and cultures—is
presented as the author adventurously
makes her way from Beijing to Rome.
Another purpose of Lin-Liu’s journey was to “…explore what it meant to
be ‘Eastern’ or ‘Western’… to discover
where the ideas converged and conflicted…[to] reconcile what I’d felt were
opposing forces in my life.”
Len-Liu has the advantage of looking Chinese (her parents are Chinese
from Taiwan, but she was born and
grew up in the U.S.) and of speaking
Mandarin. One CAN be ethnic Chinese
and an American citizen. Her husband,
hardly a foodie, comes through as both
a support and somewhat of a drag on her
adventures. In fact, her relationship with
her husband intrudes into the narrative
too frequently where it is irrelevant to
the story. Likewise, her struggle to know
where she “belongs” is distracting. Another distraction, but completely understandable, is the insertion of elaborate
recipes into the text. Maybe she should
have saved the recipes to publish a
cookbook next.
From her website, we learn that
Lin-Liu was born in Chicago, raised in
California, and educated in New York.
She has written about food for a number of publications, including The New
York Times, Newsweek, and Travel +
Leisure. She opened a cooking school
in Beijing (a bold move), and lives in
Chengdu. Lin-Liu is a fluid and entertaining writer who puts her topic into
a very broad context that encompasses
much more than food. This book is
informative as well as educational, a
narrative that could well entice readers
to pursue both foreign foods and foreign
travel.
In addition to a bibliography of
Western-language sources, a map details
the author’s travel in search of the origin
of noodles, and an index of recipes is
included, but there is no index to the
text, making it difficult to locate specific
references.
Something lacking in this book is
a definition of “noodle.” Much is pre-

sented on how they are made, cooked,
enhanced, eaten, but “noodle” here is
limited to a wheat product. China and
other countries make “noodles” from
other plants, including mung beans and
rice. The only way to distinguish them
is by their names in local languages.
English is not sufficiently precise in
identifying non-wheat “noodles,” so
we have to preface each type with its
plant origin: rice noodle, bean thread
noodle; or with names that describe
the appearance of the noodles, such as
“glass noodle” and “cellophane noodle.”
The topic of Chinese food is an
ever-popular one, particularly in the
U.S., where tastes and sensitivities
have largely moved beyond chop suey,
although there are hundreds, if not
thousands, of “Chinese” restaurants and
take-out joints that continue to serve
pseudo-Chinese food with hot mustard,
caramel-colored water labeled “soy
sauce,” chocolate fortune cookies, pupu platter, and the truly disgusting crab
Rangoon, which contains cream cheese

in place of the expected crab meat (and
Rangoon is still in Burma!).
Noodles of whatever description are
an important foodstuff in many cultures
partly because they can be dried and
transported or stored for later use. But
anyone who loves noodles cannot wait
that long. u

Raymond Lum is an independent researcher and writer and is the Reviews
and Resources Editor of TransAsia
Photography Review (tapreview.org).

“Passage” Continued from page 1

Passage event and activities at the MOA.

many attendees who return each year,
and are gratified in seeing new faces too.
This year’s “Passage” event will
expand into MOA’s Southeast Court,
where there will be a display of ethnic
Chinese clothing along with the University of Minnesota China Center’s China
100 exhibit - a display of the 100-year
history of the University of Minne-

sota’s academic exchange program with
China - along with a few other special
activities.
For details about “Passage,” see page
16 or visit www.chineseheritagefoundation.org. u
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China shaking off stereotype
perception of poor quality

ASIA PACIFIC, March 6, 2014 – China
ranks #9 overall in research conducted
by FutureBrand, Interpublic Group’s
global brand consultancy, into the
reputation of countries of origin with
consumers worldwide. In this inaugural 2014 “Made In” report, three Asian
countries entered the top-ten list of
Country of Origin brands, Japan #4,
China #9 and South Korea #10. FutureBrand, the largest brand consultancy in
Asia Pacific, released the “Made In”
report and “Made In China” addendum
today in Shanghai.
FutureBrand President, Asia Pacific,

Sarah Reiter explained: “Country of
Origin serves as an important heuristic
that provides consumers with a frame of
reference to guide their brand choices.
Based on our research, where a product
‘originates from’ is more important to
consumers than its price, availability or
style.” Country of Origin has multiple
layers of definitions. These include
where raw materials are sourced, where
the product is designed, where manufacturing takes place, where final assembly
is completed, and finally, where the
company is incorporated.
Overall, China was ranked #9 as Country

Minnesota quarterly exports
Continued from page 1
weaker demand for aircraft and electrical
machinery products. Meanwhile in the EU,
optics/medical, railway equipment and aircraft exports outperformed other products,
mitigating lower demand for pharmaceutical
and machinery.
• Smaller regions with increased exports
included the Middle East (up 7 percent, to
$94 million), Africa (up 11 percent to $59
million) and European countries outside
the European Union (up 6 percent to $135
million).

Medical Products, Ores, Wood Pulp
and Dairy Products Lead Export
Gains
• Between the fourth quarters of 2012
and 2013, optics/medical (up $152 million),
ores, slag/ash (up $78 million), wood pulp
(up $55 million), plastic (up $41 million)
and dairy (up $27 million) showed the

strongest growth.
• Optics/medical products exports
surged 21 percent to $889 million, led by
growth in medical/surgical instruments (up
20 percent to $302 million, especially to
Belgium and Japan) and orthopedic/artificial parts (up 16 percent to $150 million,
especially to Canada, Ireland and Australia).
China (up 25 percent to $119 million), Belgium (up 24 percent to $108 million) and
Japan (up 17 percent to $95 million) were
the main markets.
The typically volatile
exports of ores, slag and
ash jumped 63 percent
to $200 million in the
fourth quarter of 2013.
The principal two markets were China and
Canada. Exports of these
goods to China jumped
295 percent to $127 million, more than offsetting
the drop in exports to
Canada (down 20 percent
to $72 million).
• Wood pulp sales, particularly chemical
wood pulp, grew in emerging markets such
as India (up $25 million from $254,000 in
the fourth quarter of 2012) and Indonesia
(up $25 million from none).
• Exports of plastics were up 18 percent
to $265 million, particularly to North Amer-

of Origin and performed most strongly
in the electronics (#5), automotive (#9),
and fashion (#10) sectors. Sarah Reiter
comments: “This is good news for China
business and brands, which are shrugging off negative stereotypes, ‘cheap,
low-skill, low-tech’. Like Taiwan and
Japan in previous decades, China is now
shifting towards being associated with
‘modern, sophisticated, high-tech’.”
Some of the companies at the forefront
of changing the China’s stereotype
perception are technology companies,
such as Alibaba, Xiaomi and Lenovo,
carmaker Geely and meat producer
Shuanghui (now WH Holdings). These
companies have mostly come to global
prominence through major strategic
acquisitions of foreign firms, such as
Lenovo’s acquisition of IBM’s ThinkPad and Geely’s marriage with Volvo,
through which they upgraded their
brand perception. However, Xiaomi,
the maker of affordable, but feature-rich
devices, is a homegrown business and
represents a new generation of Chinese
brands. It is ranked on #3 of Fast Company’s 2014 Most Innovative Companies list and also features on BCG’s list
of innovative enterprises.
However, while global consumer perica. Sales to Canada were up 68 percent to
$48 million, while those to Mexico were
up 43 percent to $24 million. The product
segments that increased the most were miscellaneous plastic products, plastic sheets/
plates and self-adhesive materials.
• The top export markets for dairy
products drove export growth: Vietnam (up
505 percent to $6 million), Canada (up 90
percent to $7 million), China (up 40 percent
to $10 million) and Mexico (up 36 percent
to $14 million). The strongest product segments were butter/milk fats, milk/cream and
whey. Strong growth in other agricultural
areas included cereals (up 72 percent to
$50 million) and beverages (up 21 percent
to $80 million).

ceptions of “Made In China” are indisputably changing, Chinese companies
will have to pull key three strategic
levers if they want to continue to shift
consumer preferences. These include
building Chinese global power brands
as origin ambassadors, building country
of origin into domestic products and
brands, and focusing on three growth
drivers: increased expertise in key
industries, heightened authenticity of
Chinese brands, and greater reference to
“City of Origin”, rather than “Country
of Origin”.
“Based on these insights, it is clear
that China’s future challenge will be to
build its own brands, not just products
or corporations, that have real emotional
appeal for consumers. This means both
focusing on delivering ‘authenticity’, a
key driver of consumer preference, as
well as understanding when, where and
how to leverage China’s unique Country
of Origin for its own future brands,”
Reiter concluded. u
• Mineral fuel products dragged down
export growth the most, falling by 60 percent to $64 million due to sales that plunged
by $94 million to Canada, the primary
market.
• Iron/steel products were down 25 percent to $76 million, mainly due to iron/steel
tubes and pipes, which fell from $40 million
to $9 million in the main market, Canada.
• Aircraft/spacecraft products were
down 17 percent largely due to plummeting
sales to South Korea (down $18 million) and
New Zealand (down $17 million), despite
strong gains in Luxembourg and the United
Kingdom. u

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is the most current resource available for tracking
the state’s manufactured export trends and is prepared for the Minnesota Trade Office (MTO) by the Department of Employment and Economic Development’s (DEED)
Analysis and Evaluation Office (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180). Since 2011, the
quarterly and annual statistics reports have primarily covered export data based on
the Harmonized Tariff System (Schedule B), collected by the U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC) and distributed by the Global Trade Information Services. Reports
are available on DEED’s website at “Export and Trade Statistics” (http://mn.gov/deed/
data/export-stats/).
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Dinghu-style Vegetarian Dish
China Today, May 2013

After sampling the dish, Empress Dowager
Cixi of the Qing Dynasty reportedly gave
orders that it be included in an imperial
banquet offering the best of Manchurian
and Chinese delicacies.

A senior monk at the Qingyun
Temple on Dinghu Mountain of Zhaoqing City, Guangdong Province was the
originator during the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) of the Dinghu-style vegetarian dish. Mushrooms are the dish’s
main ingredients – dried mushrooms,
straw mushrooms and whatever others
are available. The dish also contains
tremella, dried bamboo shoots and is
cooked in spring water. When ready
to serve, the dish has a mouthwatering
aroma; fresh, bright colors and is sweet
and crisp to taste.
After sampling the dish, Empress
Dowager Cixi of the Qing Dynasty reportedly gave orders that it be included
in an imperial banquet offering the best
of Manchurian and Chinese delicacies.
Dinghu Mountain was at one time
the site of a primeval forest, the closest such forest to any city on eatth. It
was also a point of convergence for
Buddhist pilgrims. With a history of
more than 300 years, Qingyun is the
best-known temple in the Lingnan area
(the area south of the Five Ridges covering Guangdong and Guangxi). A song
about the Dinghu-style vegetarian dish
written by a senior monk at the temple

Character Study
By Whitney Clark

命 mìng life
The character 命 means life, or fate. The character contains the following components:
Radical		Pinyin			Meaning
人			rén			peson
一			héng			horizontal
叩 		kòu			kowtow
There is a great distinction between 命 and 生活 shēng huó, which also means life.
Where as 生活 refers to life in a day-to-day sense, 命 refers to life in a much broader sense.
For example:
你在明州的生活怎么样？ How is your life in Minnesota?
人人都应该珍爱生命。

Everyone should treasure life.

A familiar example for English speakers would be 猫有九条命 A cat has nine lives.
Phrases with 命 include:
Phrase		 Pinyin			
Meaning		 Explanation
命运		mìng yùn		fate			运yùn means luck, or fortune
革命		gé mìng			revolution		革gé means change, or transform
救命		
jìu mìng		
save a life		
救jìu means to save, or rescue
算命		
suàn mìng		
fortune telling		
算suàn means to calculate, or figure

		

For Chinese language learners who will be spending time in China or other Mandarin speaking countries, 救命 is perhaps the
most important word to learn. If we find ourselves in a dangerous situation, in English we will shout “Help!” If we directly
translate that to Chinese, we will be yelling “帮bāng忙máng!” This would sound rather silly to a native Mandarin speaker.
Therefore, if one finds his or herself in a dangerous situation, the proper response is to yell “救命!” u

is known throughout Southeast Asia,
and has hence promoted its popularity.
The dish has since evolved from
just a few to more than 160 variations.
Chefs from temples in Hong Kong,
Macao and other places all come to
Qingyun Temple to learn how to cook
the specialty.
Method
The original Dinghu-style vegetarian
dish consists of various types of mushrooms, bamboo fungus, tremella, lotus
seeds, bean sprouts and carrots. After
boiling the mushrooms and tremella,
place all ingredients in a wok and simmer. Pile the mushrooms, bamboo fungus and lotus seeds at the center of the
plate. Pour the sauce, consisting of hot
oil, cooking wine, sugar, salt and starch
over them and arrange the tremella and
bean sprouts around the other ingredients, making a flower-shape out of the
mushrooms.
The fresh ingredients, simple cooking method and appealing colors of this
well-structured dish, plus its crisp, sweet
taste, make it an outstanding vegetarian
choice. u

命
人
一
叩
Whitney Clark grew up in Minneapolis
and began studying Mandarin at Breck
School 20 years ago. At that time no
one else was studying it, so he thought
it would be interesting. Now everyone
studies it, but he is still interested in
it. Clark subsequently went to China,
spent five years in Sichuan enjoying
the subtropical climate and culinary
expertise of the locals. He is now back
in Minnesota and teaching Mandarin
to the next generation of interested
learners.
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On Shanghai education: a view from the streets
By Jeff Wang, Asia, Society, Jan. 27

A Shanghai tailor’s shop, photographed on July 21, 2011. (Lynn Lin/Flickr)

I love chatting with cab drivers.
They are truthful observers of the state
of society. They interview more people
everyday, from all walks of life, than any
scholar or journalist. They have plenty
of time to think, and their personal and
financial well-being has nothing to do
with what subject or sides they choose.
I asked Mr. Yan — a short, energetic
native Shanghai cab driver — whether
he had children. He told me about his
son: “He just entered high school, and I
hope he does well.” Then he lamented,
“Especially because there’re almost no
advantages to being a Shanghai hukou
student any more.”
Hukou is a registration system for
where a person can live. It can be most
easily understood if you imagine China
as two separate countries: one of urban
centers and one of rural areas. Each
person is either a citizen of the cities, or
a citizen of the farmland. For the vast
majority, this is determined by place of
birth. Like many things in this world, it
can be very unfair.
I don’t agree with Mr. Yan’s privileged stance that Shanghai hukou kids
should enjoy greater advantages, but
more on that later.
I stopped at a tailor’s shop to get my
coat altered, but ended up getting more
than that: I walked away with perspectives from migrant workers who don’t
hold Shanghai hukou.
The shop was operated by a couple
from Jiangxi (a land-locked mountainous province about eight hours away by
train). In their early thirties, they had
a 9-year-old girl and a 5-year-old boy.
Though their business was located in an
up-and-coming neighborhood just north
of downtown Shanghai, the family of
four lived and worked in heartbreakingly primitive quarters no larger than
a Manhattan living room. I am 5’10”

and I barely cleared the ceiling. The
unheated space was divided into two
sections, one-third of it the store front,
with display mannequins and a sewing
station. The other two-thirds were the
living quarters, comprised of a bunk
bed, where the parents occupied the
bottom berth and the kids the upper; a
bathroom smaller than you find on an
airline; and two more sewing stations.
One of the sewing machines was moved
aside so the girl would have space to
do her homework. For as long as the
children could remember, this was how
they had lived.
I asked the mother, who was already
taking my coat apart, “Where do they
go to school? “Right around here,” she
responded.
“Is it a separate school from where
the ‘Shanghai kids’ go? “ “ No, it’s just
a neighborhood school nearby. I take
both of them on my scooter to school
in the morning. It’s but five minutes
from here.”
I asked if she had to pay a fee since
her children do not hold Shanghai hukous. She pays for school lunches and
special activities, like field trips, but
“not for tuition or textbooks,” she said.
I then hung out with the daughter a
bit to let the mother focus on my coat. I
asked how many kids were in her class.
“Twenty-two,” was the terse answer.
“Are you friends with the Shanghai
kids at all, or mostly the kids from
elsewhere?” She looked at me as if she
didn’t understand the question.
The cities need farmworkers to supply food, but the farmers want to move
to the cities to obtain higher-paying jobs
and a shot at getting ahead. In order for
those from the countryside to hold residency and employment in a city, they
need a permit to live and work there
temporarily, but they are rarely granted

citizenship status in the cities.
This isn’t unlike the pre-AmericanRevolution settlement conditions. Before U.S. citizenship was established,
individuals were recognized as citizens
of different states, from which they
could derive different rights.
Fast forward to 2014: China’s hukou
system is under intense scrutiny by the
public. The government is acquiescing
and responding to rising discontent with
this discriminatory and segregated system. People object on moral grounds as
well as the practical ones of promoting
economic development.
Again, we can find similarities in
the Western world: many European
Union citizens have increasing freedom
to move and work across borders, but
people from lesser-developed EU member states usually have to wait a number
of years before they can work freely in
the incumbent EU states.
In the foreseeable future, we could
see the discriminatory powers of the
hukou system fade, then disappear, as
my cabbie was lamenting (just as some
Western Europeans did when their labor
market opened to their fellow EU citizens from the Eastern Bloc).
Because of the terrible human cost
of discrimination and segregation in
the formative era of American history,
the United States is extremely sensitive
to any suggestions of such practices.
The United States probably has one of
the less-discriminatory societies in the
world. Although there is much room for
improvement, it’s an admirable achievement and a model for a great many nations around the world.
However, just because another
education system isn’t as inclusive as
the one in a typical U.S. state, city, or
district, it is unwise for us to refuse to
acknowledge and uphold the findings
of an honest and scientific study, in this
case the PISA(Program for International
Student Assessment) program that aims
to identify and compare patterns and
causes of the advantages and shortcomings of education systems worldwide.
The discriminatory implications of
the hukou system in China reduce educational opportunity for children who
have been dissuaded from attending
schools in cities like Shanghai. That is
a fact, and I detest it. Most others do,
too — PISA included, I’m sure.
However, do we then deprive ourselves of any potential benefits by
ignoring PISA’s many other indicators
that point to policies and practices that
may have led to advances in places like
Shanghai, even advances in equality?

By that logic, should we disregard the
original U.S. Constitution just because
it was drafted and promulgated by
committees that permitted slavery?
Thankfully that hasn’t happened, and
on the contrary, the world upholds and
replicates the ideals the Constitution
aspired to enshrine.
Imagine the city of Shanghai with
zero migrants allowed to live, work,
or study; it would be a city of probably
10-15 million residents, about the same
size as New York City. It would still be
an education system that needs to respond to incredibly diverse and complex
needs and issues. In reality, Shanghai’s
education now serves a drastically more
diverse student population than a decade
or so ago. Is it perfect? No. But PISA’s
findings suggest some policies put in
place and practiced for an extended period of time seem to have consistently
contributed to an increase in overall
performance, even as the student body
grows more diverse.
To suggest that Shanghai is actively
hiding and excluding its disadvantaged
student population (migrant children),
and then disregard wholesale Shanghai’s
education system and the PISA program,
is an unfortunate distraction from the
much-needed study of what PISA really is designed to examine and what
the results mean for American students.
There is every reason to believe
that hukou’s impact on lives of migrant
children across China will continue to
weaken and, eventually, cease to exist
— not in the distant future, but possibly
sooner than even America’s education
system is able to fix enough of its shortcomings to maintain a productive and
competitive labor force.
I should have asked the tailors why
they are willing to endure these kinds
of living conditions for over a decade
when they are free to return to their native village. It’s pure speculation, but the
answer might have something to do with
a better future for their children, which
includes a better education in Shanghai.
Don’t get me wrong. Enormous
challenges are in front of Shanghai’s
education policymakers, and no one
knows and admits it more readily than
the officials in Shanghai. Naysayers,
I invite you to Shanghai, and would
like to introduce you to these ordinary,
hukou-less people creating the modern
phase of an extraordinary history. A
history that, when reviewed, will show
the progress of a nation determined to
improve services for all its citizens —
urban or rural. I happen to believe we
have much to learn from that. u
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History of the Silk Road
By Li Wuzhou, Feb. 7, 2014

Trade route
German geographer Ferdinand von
Richthofen was the first, in 1877, to
refer to this ancient route as the Silk
Road. Gemstones, silk and porcelain
were most prominent among the broad
range of goods transported along it
from the East to the West. Exchanges
of commodities and workers from the
Asian and European civilizations led to
an intermingling of cultures, ideas and
religions, as well as of expertise in economics, politics, science and technology
and military science.
Silk was the most desired Chinese
export, one that Chinese envoys would
most often present as gifts to foreign
heads of state. This luxurious fabric was
in high demand throughout the Roman
Empire, a third century author having
extolled its gossamer-like texture in an
array of floral hues. The astronomical
amounts paid for silk imports, the price
for one pound of fine silk at one time
soaring to 600 grams of gold, forced
the senate to prohibit the wearing of silk
garments. Legendary Egyptian queen
Cleopatra would receive foreign diplomats attired in silk robes, and Chinese
silk was found in the tomb of a pharaoh
laid to rest in 1000 BC. Phoenician red
silk robes came into vogue among royal
families and the aristocracy of Eastern
and Western Europe. Even the Koran
praises Chinese silk as a heavenly
fabric.
Rise and Decline
The Silk Road approached its heyday in the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D.
220), although travel along it began
much earlier. Archeologists confirm the
existence of an intermittent trade route
across the prairies along the Nile, Tigris,
Euphrates, Indus and Yellow rivers, consisting of a number of minor passages
that caravans traversed.
As early as 5,000 years ago, lapis
lazuli, the deep blue semi-precious stone
originating in Afghanistan, had made
its way into Egypt. This further attests
to the flow of goods along this prairie
passage that later evolved into the Silk
Road. About 1,000 years later, lapis
lazuli was brought into Harappa, a large
city of the Indus Civilization. Soon after
it entered China, and became revered as
one of the seven treasures of Buddhism.
Soft jade artifacts from Xinjiang

found in the tomb of Lady Hao, concubine of King Wuding (?-1192 B.C.),
last monarch of the Shang Dynasty (C.
2100-1600 B.C.), constitute more evidence of exchanges between the inland
Chinese civilization and neighboring
regimes to its west and beyond.
Dr. Guo Wu of the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, has made a study of bronze
fu, the vessel that nomads traditionally
used for cooking and sacrificial rituals,
unearthed over the past decade in China,
Russia and Mongolia. He concludes that
this artifact first appeared in northern
China and later spread to prairie communities in the north and west before
reaching Eurasian countries.
Zhang Qian (?-114 B.C.), of the
Western Han Dynasty, the first Chinese
envoy to Central Asia, noticed in a
market in Daxia – the Chinese name
for today’s Afghanistan – bamboo walking sticks and fabrics made in Sichuan
Province. This observation, again, implies early trade ties between China and
Central Asia.
Exchanges between China and the
world peaked during the Han Dynasty.
In 138 B.C. a delegation of more than
100 people led by Zhang Qian left the
Han capital of Chang’an (today’s Xi’an)
for countries to the empire’s west, historically known as the Western Regions.
To show their good will, the many
regimes Zhang visited sent reciprocal
delegates to Western Han. During the
subsequent Eastern Han Dynasty, Ban
Chao (A.D. 32-102) made several trips
to the Western Regions and was later
appointed official in charge of affairs
there. In A.D. 97 Ban dispatched Gan
Ying to Rome, but stormy weather on
the seas forced him to drop anchor in
the Persian Gulf. As a consequence,
little more than half a century later in
A.D. 166 a Persian delegation arrived
in Luoyang, capital of the Eastern Han.
This was the first direct contact between
China and Europe.
Traffic along the Silk Road gained
pace during the Tang Dynasty (618907). Records show that about 4,000
Arab and Persian expatriates purchased
properties in China at that time. When
Huang Chao and his rebels sacked
Guangzhou towards the end of the
dynasty in 879, the local population of
Jews, Roman immigrants, Christians

and Zoroastrians numbered between
120,000 and 200,000.
In the dynasties after the Tang,
China’s economic center gradually
gravitated south, closer to the coast.
This led to the southward extension
of the terrestrial Silk Road and establishment of the maritime Silk Road.
Southern cities like Guangzhou,
Chengdu and Quanzhou consequently
became economic hubs.
The Mongol invasions in the 13th
century under Genghis Khan (11621227) of North and West Asia promoted connectivity between China and
Europe. On receiving passes from the
Mongol empire, merchants and emissaries were free to travel between the
two destinations.
There were various reasons for the
decline of the Silk Road after Genghis
Khan’s grandson Kublai Khan established the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368).
One was the Ottoman conquest of
Constantinople. The Turks’ general
encroachment having severed the main
overland trade link between Europe
and Asia, European traders considered
traveling to Asia by sea. Portuguese
explorer Vasco da Gama made this
possible after becoming the first European to navigate a sea route to India.
Certain scholars hold that exacerbated
desertification also played a role in
the fall of the overland Silk Road, as
many cities along it were engulfed by
sand dunes.
Despite Zheng He and his fleet’s
seven successful maritime expeditions
between 1405 and 1433 to more than
30 Asian and African countries, the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) imposed
a ban on sea trade. During much of
its existence, China’s doors to the rest
of the world were largely closed. In
the West, meanwhile, the Age of Discovery had begun. As sea routes were
explored and sailing became safer and
more reliable, land routes fell out of
favor with travelers and merchants.
The Silk Road commanded world
attention once more in the 21st century, with the building along it of the
10,900-km transcontinental railway
connecting Lianyungang, Jiangsu
Province in the east with Rotterdam,
the Netherlands, in the west. It thus
reverted to its function of facilitating
China’s international trade.
Interest in the Silk Road has intensified worldwide in recent years.
In February 2008, senior officials
from 19 European and Asian countries, including China, Russia, Iran
and Turkey, signed an agreement in
Geneva promising more investment in
restoring the Silk Road and other timehonored passages of trade between
Asia and Europe.
The routes
The Silk Road in a broad sense
contained at least four routes. Zhang
Qian and his delegation opened up the
most important one during the Western
Han Dynasty. It started from Chang’an
(today’s Xi’an), headed up the Gansu
Hexi Corridor to Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, on to Central and
West Asia and eventually Europe.
Rather than a single route, the road
comprised several branches. One went
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across Congling (today’s Pamir Plateau)
to Dayuan (today’s Farghana Valley),
headed down to Bactria (in today’s
Xin-jiang Uygur Autonomous Region),
Sogdiana (in today’s Uzbekistan) and
Arsacid, leading to Lixuan in the eastern
Roman Empire (today’s Alexandria in
Egypt). Another branch traveled through
Xuan-du (in today’s Pakistan), Jibin (in
today’s Kabul in Afghanistan), Alexandria Prophthasia (today’s Sistan) to Taoke
(in the area between today’s Kyrgyzstan
and Kazakhstan) in the southwest. Heading southward from Jibin, a sub-branch
reached the Indus river mouth (today’s
Karachi in Pakistan). The route then led
on to Persia and Rome by sea.
In order to avoid passing through the
rival Western Xia (1038-1227) monarchy,
in the 10th century the government of
the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127)
opened up the Qinghai Route. It started
from Tianshui in Gansu Province and
passed through Qinghai and the Western
Regions, functioning as an alternative
southern route. Until now, most of the
Persian silver coins discovered in China
have been found in Qinghai Province.
This shows that the region was of equal
importance to the Hexi Corridor in the
development of the Silk Road.
In the dynasties after the Tang, China’s
economic center gradually gravitated
south, closer to the coast. This led to the
southward extension of the terrestrial Silk
Road and establishment of the maritime
Silk Road. Southern cities like Guangzhou, Chengdu and Quanzhou consequently became economic hubs.
The Mongol invasions in the 13th
century under Genghis Khan (1162-1227)
of North and West Asia promoted connectivity between China and Europe. On
receiving passes from the Mongol empire,
merchants and emissaries were free to
travel between the two destinations.
There were various reasons for the
decline of the Silk Road after Genghis
Khan’s grandson Kublai Khan established
the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368). One was
the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople.
The Turks’ general encroachment having
severed the main overland trade link between Europe and Asia, European traders
considered traveling to Asia by sea. Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama made this
possible after becoming the first European
to navigate a sea route to India. Certain
scholars hold that exacerbated desertification also played a role in the fall of the
overland Silk Road, as many cities along
it were engulfed by sand dunes.
Despite Zheng He and his fleet’s seven
successful maritime expeditions between
1405 and 1433 to more than 30 Asian
and African countries, the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) imposed a ban on sea trade.
During much of its existence, China’s
doors to the rest of the world were largely
closed. In the West, meanwhile, the Age
of Discovery had begun. As sea routes
were explored and sailing became safer
and more reliable, land routes fell out of
favor with travelers and merchants.
The Silk Road commanded world
attention once more in the 21st century,
with the building along it of the 10,900km transcontinental railway connecting
Lianyungang, Jiangsu Province in the
east with Rotterdam, the Netherlands, in
the west. It thus reverted to its function of
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Silk road Continued from page 14
facilitating China’s international trade.
Interest in the Silk Road has intensified worldwide in recent years. In
February 2008, senior officials from 19
European and Asian countries, including
China, Russia, Iran and Turkey, signed
an agreement in Geneva promising more
investment in restoring the Silk Road
and other time-honored passages of
trade between Asia and Europe.
The Southwest Silk Road is the
second of its kind. Before Zhang Qian
and his delegation established the Silk
Road mainline, merchants in Southwest
China had followed a route from Sichuan capital Chengdu to Yunnan Province
and on to Burma, India and Pakistan
and Central Asia, where they exchanged
goods. At that time, cloth and silk produced in Sichuan and Yunnan were in
world demand. Merchants transported
the products on mules via the Southwest
Silk Road to India and Europe.
Another route is the Steppe Silk
Road, which includes two sub-courses.
The northern sub-course started from
the Siberian Plateau, headed westward
from the Mongolian Plateau and passed
the Aral Sea, Caspian Sea and Black Sea
to reach East Europe. The southern subcourse started from China’s northeast
coast and followed the northern foot of
the Tianshan Mountains to reach Central
and West Asia and East Europe. Until
the Ming and Qing dynasties (13681911), this route was also known as the
Tea Road. Even during the 1930s and
1940s, merchants still frequently traveled to Ulan Bator, Khovd and Moscow
via this route.
The Maritime Silk Road also played
an important historical role. The Han
Dynasty saw establishment of a shipping lane between Guangdong and India. A few centuries later, this sea route
connected the coastal cities of Quanzhou and Hangzhou and went through
the Strait of Malacca to the Indian
Peninsula. The route further extended
to the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea,
the Arab Empire and the East African
coast. The Maritime Silk Road was
also known as the Maritime Chinaware
Road and Maritime Aromatic Medicine
Road, names reflecting the staple goods
transported along it.
By the Tang Dynasty, Chang’an,
starting point of the Silk Road, covered
an area of 84 sq km – three times that
of Rome. With a population of more
than one million, Chang’an was then
the world’s most populated city.
The Silk Road also left innumerable
cultural heritages. Some, such as the Qin
Dynasty (221-206 BC) terracotta warriors and horses and the Mogao Grottoes
in Dunhuang, have survived till today.
Others can never be restored. They
include the Loulan Kingdom and Niya
Ancient City in Xinjiang, and the Buddhas of Bamiyan in central Afghanistan,
which the Taliban destroyed.
Route for various commodities
In addition to silk, trade caravans
also transported large amounts of chinaware via the Silk Road. During the
Yuan Dynasty, China exported blue
and white porcelain mainly to Islamic
countries. China is now home to more

than 100 pieces of the blue and white
porcelain that it produced during the
Yuan Dynasty. But another 200 or more
are scattered around the world, one fifth
– the largest amount outside of China –
in Turkey’s Topkapi Palace Museum.
Chinese plants and herbs such as
the mulberry tree, pear tree, birch,
hollyhock, tea tree, ginger, coptis, and
rhizoma smilacis glabrae were also
introduced to Western countries via the
Silk Road.
Ironware, lacquerware, bamboo articles and traditional Chinese medicines
traveled along the ancient route as well.
In the meantime, this road was instrumental in the importing to China of
commodities from the Western world.
Carpets, woolen fabric, mercury, agate,
and spices thus became accessible to
the Chinese people. Glass products and
woolen fabric promoted development
of the Chinese porcelain and textile
industries.
Vegetables thought to have originated in China, such as grapes, alfalfa,
walnuts, flax, cucumbers, water melons,
carrots, spinach, pomegranates, figs, and
olives, were actually imported from the
West along the Silk Road. Wine produced in the Western Regions has also
been integrated into traditional Chinese
viticulture over the past centuries.
The Silk Road was moreover a channel for bringing in exotic animal species
like camels, lions, rhinoceros, peacocks
and ostriches.
Route for Cultural Transmission
Although the Silk Road was established for the silk trade, it had significance beyond business that brought
benefits to peoples in both the East
and West. It, for example, introduced
Chinese science and technology, such
as astronomy, medicine, architecture,
iron-working, silkworm breeding and
mulberry cultivation to the West. Chinese culture, in the form of music and
art, also traveled along the road, and
significantly influenced that in Central
and West Asia. The Mongol conquests
brought Chinese painting to Central and
West Asia, as evident in the Chinese
painting styles apparent in Persian,
Arabic and Turkish miniatures.
Papermaking, printing, the compass
and gunpowder – the four great inventions of ancient China – enhanced the
world’s cultural development upon entry
into Western countries. Papermaking
and printing dramatically reduced the
cost of books, making education accessible to the common people. The
compass, brought to Europe in the 12th
century, was of immense use in navigation and hence the voyages of Columbus
and Magellan.
Chinese people, in turn, had the
chance to explore foreign cultures.
Buddhism, conjuring and sculpture
went eastward along the road. Musical
instruments, as well as music and dance,
from Central Asia influenced traditional
Chinese music. Persian musical instruments like the konghou and pipa have
long been mainstays of the Chinese folk
orchestra.
China, moreover, adopted the Islamic calendar and medical practices. In

961, the Song court invited Ma Yize, an
astronomer from the Asia Minor Peninsula, to China to take up the post of chief
official at the astronomical observatory,
and to compile an official calendar. The
astronomical observatory was still in use
in the following Yuan Dynasty.
Religion is another important aspect
of the foreign culture that spread to
China. Buddhism entered the Central
Plains area around the 3rd century after
the Silk Road had been established. The
influence of Buddhism in China cannot
be overstated, its having been absorbed
into the main Chinese belief systems of
Confucianism and Taoism. Buddhism
is one of three major religions in China.
Zoroastrianism, Manichaeism, Judaism and Christianity were also introduced into China but did not spread so
widely. Islam is the only other religion
to have gained a substantial presence.
Prophet Muhammad founded Islam
in 622. Muslims who arrived in the
Central Plains area in the 8th century
are the ancestors of today’s Hui ethnic
group whose present population is more
than 10 million.
Passage for ethnic migrations
In certain villages in Yongchang
County, Gansu Province you may come
across a group of inhabitants that stands
out from other locals. They have deepset green eyes, defined noses, fair hair
and olive skin. Their villages are also
in the so-called fish-scale formation
habitually used by Roman troops in ancient times. Historical records show that
some captured troops from the Western
Regions settled in Gansu Province.
Are these Western-looking villagers
the descendants of Roman centurions?
In 2007, DNA tests that the School of
Life Sciences, Lanzhou University carried out confirmed that all 91 of villagers’ blood samples prove that they are
indeed of Central and West Asian origin.
Their ancestors, therefore, were soldiers
that had been recruited in Afghanistan
and joined Rome’s eastward expansion.
Ancient Romans were not the only
group that migrated via the Silk Road,
however. During the Tang Dynasty,
large numbers of Arabs and Persians migrated and settled in China. Trade zones
were set up in Chang’an especially for
these foreign merchants, who conducted
such businesses as jewelry stores and
pharmacies.
As the Song Dynasty encouraged
the development of trade with foreign
merchants, numbers of those from Central and West Asia continued to swell.
Consequently hundreds of thousands
of Arab and Persian merchants settled
in China’s eastern coastal cities at that
time.
People also carried out reverse migrations via the Silk Road. For instance,
during the Tang Dynasty Turkic people
living in Greater Hinggan Range in
Northeast China split into two groups.
One pledged allegiance to the Tang
government; the other moved westward
and eventually reached the Asia Minor
Peninsula.
The Huns have a similar history.
Some surrendered to the Eastern Han
Dynasty, and others migrated along the
Silk Road to the north bank of the Black
Sea in the 4th century.
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The Uygur ethnic group originally established a khanate. One of its
branches later crossed over Congling
and entered Central Asia.
Men and the road
Of the notable personages associated
with the Silk Road, Zhang Qian, the Silk
Road pioneer, is the most important.
In 138 B/C., Emperor Wudi (156
B.C.-A.D. 87) sent Zhang Qian to the
Western Regions, his aim to form an
alliance with Indoscythae to fight the
marauding Huns. Unfortunately, they
captured Zhang Qian, along with more
than 100 others in his entourage. Although held prisoner for 11 years, Zhang
Qian never abandoned his mission and
eventually seized a chance to escape to
Indoscythae.
On his return to Chang’an, Zhang
Qian reported the situation in the
Western Regions to Emperor Wudi and
expressed Indoscythae’s desire to cooperate with the Han Dynasty. This was the
first delegation the Chinese government
sent to the Western Regions.
In 119 B.C., the second delegation
led by Zhang Qian was sent to the West
Regions. It visited Wusun (in the area of
today’s Ili River), Farghana, Sogdiana
(between the Amu Darya and the Syr
Darya), Indoscythae, Bactria, Arsacid
(on the Iranian Plateau) and Sindu (today’s India). These countries also sent
envoys to Chang’an, so promoting
communication between the Han government and countries in the Western
Regions.
Marco Polo (1254-1324), like Zhang
Qian, was an adventurer. Born in Venice,
he traveled at the age of 17 to China
via the Middle East with his father
and uncle. He spent 17 years there and
recorded what he had seen. His book
aroused Europeans’ curiosity about
China – the richest Oriental country at
that time. His pioneering journey inspired Christopher Columbus and many
other travelers. His book also influenced
European cartography, leading to the
introduction of the Fra Mauro map.
Xuanzang the Buddhist monk is
another household name in China. He
set off from Chang’an in A.D. 627 and
traveled to India via the Silk Road. He
lived in India for several years in different places. After returning to China in
A.D. 645, Xuanzang devoted himself to
translating the 75 Buddhist sutras that
he had brought with him from India.
Xuanzang also wrote a book about the
Western Regions and the Silk Road. His
experience inspired the novel Journey to
the West wherein his perseverance and
bravery inspired generations of readers.
Kumarajiva (344-413) contributed
much by preaching Buddhism at the
eastern end of the Silk Road. He became
a monk at the age of seven and was later
a missionary in countries in the Western
Regions. In 382, Kumarajiva came to
Chang’an to preside over the translation
of Buddhist sutras. Until then, only fragments had been translated into Chinese.
Under Kumarajiva’s supervision, 35
sutras were translated accurately in both
language and style. u
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