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Wishes For The Sky

Arts

Twin Cities residents gather again to fly kites and make wishes at the 4th Annual Earth Day Celebration

S

aint Paul’s Official Earth Day
Celebration Wishes for the Sky
is an annual, interactive public
art experience celebrating Earth
Day alongside the Mississippi River on St.
Paul’s Harriet Island. In three years it has
quietly evolved into something remarkable.
Thousands of wishes have flown over Harriet Island along the Mississippi. Wishes
for the Sky is the Twin Cities’ annual day
of wishing-a joyful day for the community
to enliven their relationship with the earth
and with each other. What other event allows
us to see and feel our collective hopeful
hearts?
Wishes for the Sky invites everyone to
participate in making a work of public art.
Participants write wishes on hand-made,
bird-shaped kites and fly them to create an
evolving mobile in the sky. “House to Touch
the Wind” is a temporary sculpture made of
bamboo and hundreds of wind chimes. The
public plays this large musical instrument
to create a soundscape that rings throughout
Harriet Island. Inside the Pavilion, volunteer “Poetry Interpreters” circulate to help
people read the calligraphy of thoughtful
poems about our earth, which at first glance

Kite flying at Wishes for the Sky 2009

looks like Chinese but is actually
a delightfully puzzling form of
English.
This arrival-of-spring tradition
has become a model for green,
zero-waste events. According to
Mike Hahm, Director of Saint
Paul Parks & Recreation; “Wishes
for the Sky is leading the way
for environmentally sustainable
events”. The event is carefully
planned to focused on shared
experience (not consumption),
and the 4,500 attendees over the
past three years have generated
less than 24 pounds of trash collectively. That’s less than 1/10 of
an ounce per person! Even the
vendors who offer chai, nutritious
bulk foods, and whole fruit plan
for zero waste. Many families and
friends bring zero-waste picnics
and make a leisurely day of it.
Each year begins with the
ceremony of flying the first two
wishes -given to Earth Day’s
firstborn in St. Paul, and the old-

World Bank highlights need for tighter policies to address China’s macro risks and welcomes renewed focus on structural reforms

BEIJING– Despite the global recession,
China’s economy grew 8.7 percent in 2009,
and the growth momentum continued in
the first months of 2010, according to the
World Bank’s latest China Quarterly Update
released [Mar. 17].
The Update, a regular assessment
of China’s economy, finds that massive
investment-led stimulus was key in driving
the economy last year. But real estate investment gained prominence more recently and
household consumption growth has held up
very well.
Exports declined in 2009 as a whole,
even as China gained global market share.
With imports strong, net external trade was
a major drag on growth in 2009 and the
external current account surplus declined
sharply. Exports rebounded strongly through
2009, though, and exceeded pre-crisis
levels in early 2010. In a heated real estate
market, surging property prices triggered
policy measures to expand supply and curb
speculation.
“We project 9.5 percent GDP growth
for this year, with a shift in the composition,” said Ardo Hansson, Lead Economist
for China. “Government-led investment is
bound to decelerate. But, exports are likely

Three new prize-winning
Chinese films
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China’s traditional
adoption compared to
China’s Waiting Child
Adoption Program
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China Quarterly Update
to continue
to recover
amidst a
pick up in
the global
e c o n o m y,
real estate activity is likely
to grow
strongly this year, and consumption should
remain solid.”
Inflation is on course to be significant in
2010, after being negative in 2009. But, with
global price pressures likely to be subdued
amidst large spare capacity internationally,
China’s inflation is unlikely to reach high
rates in 2010. We expect the external surplus
to remain broadly unchanged this year.
Turning to policies, “the macroeconomic
policy stance will have to be tighter this
year than in 2009,” said Louis Kuijs, Senior
Economist and main author of the Update.
“Unlike in most other countries, overall
output in China is close to potential. Thus,
China needs a different macro stance than
most other countries.”
According to the World Bank, the 2010
budget rightly implies a broadly neutral fiscal stance. Given the remaining uncertainty
about the world economy, flexibility in
its implementation is important. Inflation
expectations can be contained by a tighter
monetary stance and a stronger exchange
rate, while monetary policy also has a key
role to play in containing risks of asset
price inflation. The case for a larger role for
interest rates in monetary policy is strong.
If policymakers remain concerned about

2010

interest rate sensitive capital flows, more
exchange rate flexibility would help.
The Update notes that ensuring economic and financial stability includes mitigating
risks of a property bubble and avoiding
strains on local government finances. With
regard to the property market, stability calls
for an appropriate macro stance and improving the functioning of markets. Meanwhile,
concerns about the affordability of housing
for lower income people would be best addressed by a long term government support
framework.
The Bank thinks the central authorities have rightly increased vigilance over
lending by local government investment
platforms. Given China’s solid macroeconomic position, the local finance problems
are unlikely to cause systemic stress. But
the flow of new lending to the platforms
needs to be contained and local government
revenues need to become less dependent on
land transaction revenues.
In the presentations to the National
People’s Congress, the government emphasized the need to adjust the structure
of the economy. As China is preparing for
the 12th Five Year Plan, the key overall
objectives are making further progress in
“rebalancing” the economy, enhancing efficiency gains, moving to a more sustainable
spatial transformation of economic activity
and employment, further changing the role
of the state in the economy, and taking account of China’s interaction with the rest
of the world.
Visit: www.worldbank.org/chinaquarterly
to read the full report. 
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New studies show huge
health disparities among
Asian American, Native
Hawaiian and Asian
immigrant populations
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announcements

Leeann Chin, restaurant
entrepreneur, dies at 77
Leeann Chin,
founder of the restaurant chain that
bears her name, died
on Wednesday, Mar.
10 near Seattle at the
age of 77.
Chin, a native
of Canton, China,
immigrated to MinLeeann Chin
nesota with her husband Tony in 1956. She worked out of
her home as a seamstress and would often
prepare traditional Chinese meals for her
customers as a token of appreciation. Impressed with her cooking ability, they urged
Chin to teach cooking classes and to cater
various events.
Chin opened her first restaurant in 1980
at Bonaventure Mall in Minnetonka. She
opened a second location in downtown St.
Paul in 1984. That same year she was asked
by Dayton’s to open a take-out counter
in its downtown Minneapolis location on
Nicollet Mall.
Leeann Chin sold her company to General Mills in 1985 and bought it back in
1988. She retired in 2002. The chain was
sold again in 2007 to Los Angeles-based
Mandarin Holdings. The chain currently operates in over 40 locations in Minnesota.
Linda Nelson, senior vice president
of Leeann Chin, Inc. stated, “Leeann was
a humble woman of great strength, courage and knowledge. She was incredibly
elegant, generous, and had a contagious

entrepreneurial spirit. Her keen eye for
detail and passion for extraordinary quality is a tradition that will live on with our
company forever.”
Chin was recognized on the local and national level with several prestigious awards
for her achievements. She was named Minnesota’s “Entrepreneur of the Year” (1993)
and “Business Owner” of the Year” by the
National Association of Women Business
Owners (1988). She was also the author of
three Chinese cuisine cookbooks.
Chin was dedicated to the community
participating in development committees,
diversity advocacy groups and the arts. She
supported the Children’s Cancer Research
Fund, Organization of Chinese Americans,
Scout Council, WAMSO-Minnesota Orchestra Volunteer Association and The College
of St. Benedict. She was a member of the
Committee of 100, a national non-partisan
organization composed of American citizens
of Chinese descent who have achieved positions of leadership in the United States in a
broad range of professions.
According to her family, Leeann Chin
died after suffering complications from liver
cancer. She is survived by her five children,
their spouses, and eleven grandchildren.
Her husband Tony passed away in 1994.
Her funeral was held at Normandale Lutheran Church on Mar. 27. In lieu of flowers,
memorials can be made to Children’s Cancer
Research Fund: www.childrenscancer.org/
chinmemorial.
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The 28th Annual Minneapolis / St.
Paul International Film Festival
slates 3 new prize-winning
Chinese films
Protest film on Dalai Lama also
scheduled
A strong trio of new films from China is
set to grace the 28th Annual Minneapolis/
St. Paul International Film Festival, opening
Thursday, Apr. 15 for a two-week run at St.
Anthony Main Theatre,125 Main St. SE,
Minneapolis, MN through Apr. 30.
This biggest film event of the year in the
Upper Midwest will include more than 130
feature films from more than 50 countries.
Close to home, the controversial film on
Tibetan exiles in India featuring the Dalai
Lama’s role in a political compromise with
China, The Sun Behind the Clouds, is also
scheduled. Protests from the state-run Chinese government over a January showing at
Palm Springs Fest went unheeded.       
Special sidebars will include a “culinary” section on films about food, a juried
competition of first-and-second international features, American independents and
“Minnesota-made” films in addition to a
dozen Pacific Rim and Asian selections.
Like the rest of China, movie box office
has been booming with growth of screens,
especially in big cities and shopping malls,
and less government control of production,
and comedies now being among favorite
genres.
Three festival styles, the stalwart black
comedy, the family drama and the sensitive
social documentary (the look captured by a
Chinese outsider from Canada), will give
local festival audiences a peek behind the
silken curtain again at one of the world’s
fastest growing national cinemas: mainland
China.

Though a drop in the bucket out of an annual production of more than 400 features,
the fest sampler still captures significant
portraits and trends for audiences hungry
for new insights beyond the daily headlines
and media news bites.
Presented by Minnesota Film Arts, a
non-profit arts group founded as The University Film Society in 1962, the following
Chinese-language films are scheduled (films
are in Mandarin, with English subtitles):
THE COW (Dou Niu)—Witty black
comedy about a stubborn peasant’s somewhat strange relationship with a cow, when,
pursued by bandits and other hardships during the Second World War, its resourceful,
bozo-faced protagonist, portrayed by Huang
Bo (Chinese commercial cinema’s most
popular actor) as the Chinese common man,
must face survival from invading Japanese
forces. Magical realist storytelling from
popular TV director Guan Hu, who assigns
his simple-minded peasant the duty of saving the village’s most prized possession, an
imported Dutch dairy cow.
LAST TRAIN HOME (Lixin Fan)—An
emotionally engaging and visually beautiful debut from Chinese-Canadian director
Lixin Fan chronicles the fractured lives
of a single migrant family caught up in a
desperate annual migration. Sixteen years
ago, the Zhangs left their young children
to find work in the city with the belief that
their wages would afford their children a
better life. In a bitter irony, the Zhangs’
hopes for the future are undone by their
very absence, as their daughter Qin, who has
entered adolescence crippled by a sense of
abandonment, has dropped out of school to

become a migrant worker. Last Train Home
follows the Zhangs’ attempts to change their
daughter’s course and repair their broken
family. Intimate and candid, the film paints
a human portrait of the dramatic changes
sweeping China. Nomination of the Grand
Jury Award at the 2010 Sundance Festival.
THE SHAFT (Dixia de Tiankong)—Set
in a poor mining town in western China,
the stories of a father and his two children
intersect in complicated relationships over
his attractive daughter’s forced acceptance
into an arranged marriage, while her brother,
dreaming of a singer’s life, reluctantly heads
for the mines. In a film critics called “poetic
and wise,” their difficult existence finds the
father himself spending his days searching
for his wife, who left him many years ago.
Director Zhang Chi, 42, took the top Golden
Rooster Award for Best Screenplay for film
Tokyo Trial. This film, his feature debut,
will be in a juried competition for first and
second films.

Also from Tibet

SUMMER PASTURE—From 15,000
feet up, a young family of nomads spends
the summer in Tibet’s 8,000-year-old Kham
region. Their treasured animals allow them
to eke out a living amid the alpine grass
where crops cannot grow. Directors Lynn
True and Nelson Walker have been invited
to attend.      
Full festival synopses, titles, discount
tickets (Seniors, Students can get a five-coupon pass for as little as US$30) can be found
on the fest Web site, www.mspfilmfest.
org. For information, call 612-331-7563or
e-mail: info@mnfilmarts.org.
Summer Pasture

The Cow

The Last Train Home

My Half of the Sky

A novel by Jana McBurney-Lin. Komenar Publishing, 2006. $17.95, 482 pages.

Reviewed by Mary Warpeha
My birth was a
handicap for our
family. Sure, our
late leader Mao
Ze Dong had said:
“Women hold up
half the sky.” But
that just wasn’t so.
A girl leaves her
house to marry into
another family. She
doesn’t pass her
family name to her children. She doesn’t
care for her parents forever – giving them
money when they can no longer work, leading their casket to the other side of the River
of Sleep, visiting their gravesites twice a
year with spirit money, good foods and love.
A man does all these things.
In the beginning paragraphs of Jana

McBurney-Lin’s coming of age novel, the
recent normal school graduate, Li Hui introduces her plight as a modern day female
child in a Chinese society that has traditionally undervalued half of their people. Much
to her father’s dismay, Li Hui has been offered a teaching position in a village in Sichuan Province – a position which destines her
to poverty and the likelihood of a low marriage. As the story progresses, Father has
intentions of financial gain through dealings
with Madame Matchmaker who has found
a wealthy Singaporean family interested in
a country bred daughter. Meanwhile naïve
little Li Hui begins to experience the world
around her and meets Chen Chan Hai, a
young quarry worker in the village. Chan
Hai is that special man who loves flower
shops and special tastes – a sensitive young
man with urgency for experiencing every-

thing around him.
I want a shop like this when I grow
up.” He laughed at himself. “I’m good
with flowers. I especially like mixing them
and making new hybrids. They’re beautiful and much more resilient.” He wiped
imaginary dust off his arm. “What about
you? What do you want?” No one talked
like this, about dreams. Father would never
think to ask. Mother would laugh at such
foolishness. But coming from Chan Hai, I
wasn’t surprised.
Love – young, pure and ultimately unrequited love. Father arranges the marriage
for a profitable exchange; Guo Qiang, proves
to be a disinterested, hard-drinking husband
who reminds her with every encounter that
she is his and will stay that way.
McBurney-Lin tells a wonderfully entertaining story with the traditional coming
of age theme (which is experienced universally) and weaving in the cultural challenges
of growing up in China’s rapidly changing
social system. Throughout the novel, family is treasured and approval is desperately
needed, and yet the very ties that bind mimic
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those on the bound feet of women – they
break, they strangle, they restrict and cripple
those who desire them the most.
Throughout the novel, Li Hui diverges
from the happenings in her day’s encounters to give charming details of people she
meets and things she sees. She gives names
to all those of importance near to her but
gives role titles to others thus saving the
reader the burden of sorting out who is
who. Recognizable examples include Little
Emperor and his father, Mr. Overindulgent,
New Neighbor, College Boy, Colleague,
Mother-In-Law, Creased Shirt, Man In Blue,
Mr. Palm Reader, and Mr. Dumpling. Of
special importance is Madame Paper Cutter whose insightful mentoring is woven
throughout the novel through her legacy of
gifting a phoenix paper cut which Li Hui
turns to whenever she needs to rise from a
frustrating situation. Madame Paper Cutter
is a wise old sage who anticipates the hardships this young woman will experience
in her transformation from a compliant
tradition-controlled daughter to a woman
who is productive and fulfilled in a modern and changing society. Included in the
vignettes are simply told classic folk tales
many of which parallel Li Hui’s plight of
being married to a stranger and craving the
charms of a passionate lover.
Sky continues on Page15
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China’s top political bodies conclude
annual sessions
China’s top political advisory body, the
National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), held its annual session last month in
Beijing. This was the third annual session of
the 11th National People’s Congress (NPC)
and the 11th CPPCC
The CPPCC’s main functions are to hold
political consultations, exercise democratic
supervision and participate in the discussions and the handling of State affairs. Political consultation covers major principles
and policies proposed by the central and
local governments and matters of political,
economic, cultural and social importance.
Both CPPCC and NPC plenary sessions are often called the Liangui (The Two
Meetings), making important national-level
political decisions.
Following is a report as prepared by
Xinhua News:
Jia Qinglin, chairman of the CPPCC
National Committee, presided over the
closing ceremony.
Top Communist Party of China (CPC)
and state leaders Hu Jintao, Wu Bangguo,
Wen Jiabao, Li Changchun, Xi Jinping, Li
Keqiang, He Guoqiang and Zhou Yongkang
were present at the ceremony.

Chinese President Hu Jintao (R), shakes
hands with Jia Qinglin, chairman of the 11th
National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), before the closing ceremony of the
Third Session of the 11th CPPCC National
Committee at the Great Hall of the People
(Photo Credit; [Xinhua]
Hailing the annual session a success,
Jia Qinglin said year 2010 was crucial for
China to continue to deal with the global
financial crisis, maintain steady and relatively fast economic development, realize
the goals set in its 11th Five Year Plan, and
lay foundations for its development in the
next five years.
He called on the advisors to stick to the
system of multi-party cooperation and political consultation under the leadership of
the CPC, and focus on accelerating transformation of the economic growth pattern.
The advisors should also pay more
attention to the improvement of people’s
well-being, help safeguard prosperity and
stability in Hong Kong and Macao, and
make further contributions to the cause of
peaceful unification of the country.
The meeting elected Edmund Ho Hau
Wah, former chief executive of China’s Macao Special Administrative Region (SAR),
as Vice Chairman of the CPPCC National
Committee, with 2,057 of the 2,113 political advisors present at the meeting voting
for him.
It also adopted the work report of the
Standing Committee of the 11th CPPCC
National Committee over the past year, and
the report on how suggestions and proposals
from CPPCC members were handled since
the last session.

By 2 p.m. on March 7, a total of 1,987
CPPCC members who attended the annual
session had submitted 5,430 proposals on
China’s economic, political, cultural and
social development, and environmental
protection, among other issues.
According to the report on the handling
of proposals, the political advisors attached
great importance to China’s economic
development, people’s well-being, and the
country’s social harmony and stability.
The political advisors also provided
suggestions on the development of relations across the Taiwan Strait, the hosting
of the Shanghai World Expo, education to
further raise public awareness, and on the
improvement of the CPPCC’s work, the
report said.
It said the Committee for Handling Proposals of the CPPCC National Committee
had called two special meetings during the
11-day annual session, focusing on the development of strategic emerging industries,
and on narrowing the income gap among
the people.
Officials from key government departments, including the National Development
and Reform Commission, joined discussions
with the political advisors about how to
handle the proposals at the two meetings.
According to the report, the CPPCC
National Committee [held a] meeting on
March 30, during which the proposals will
be transferred to 168 government departments and units for further handling.
A political resolution was also adopted at
the closing ceremony. The resolution hailed
China’s achievements in 2009, saying that
the CPC Central Committee had led the
country in dealing with the global financial crisis, maintaining economic growth,
people’s well-being and social stability,
and making major progress in the country’s reform and opening up and socialist
modernization.
It said accelerating the transformation
of China’s economic growth pattern was a
profound reform in the country’s economy
sector, urging the political advisors to offer
advises on the issue and on maintaining
stable and relatively fast economic development of the country.
It urged the political advisors to put
people first, focus on the development of
social undertakings and the improvement of
people’s well-being, and contribute strength
and wisdom to help safeguard China’s social
harmony and stability.
CPPCC members from ethnic minority
groups and religious circles were asked to
work harder to promote ethnic unity and
common prosperity of all ethnic groups.
Efforts should be made to facilitate “leapfrog social and economic development and
lasting peace and stability” in Tibet, the
resolution said.
It noted that Hong Kong and Macao had
maintained overall prosperity and stability
while actively dealing with the global financial crisis over the past year.
“The CPPCC supports members from
Hong Kong and Macao to work actively to
improve Hong Kong and Macao’s international economic competitiveness and their
abilities to achieve sustainable development,
to safeguard social harmony and stability in
the two regions, to enhance their exchange
and cooperation with the Chinese inland,
and to facilitate peaceful development of
cross-Strait ties between the Chinese main-

land and Taiwan,” it said.
Hailing major progress made in crossStrait ties in the past year, the resolution
called for more efforts to expand exchanges
with relevant parties, social organizations and the people in Taiwan, to further
contribute to the peaceful development of
cross-Strait ties.
It also vowed to enhance the CPPCC’s
working ability through reform and innovation.
The 11th CPPCC National Committee
currently has 2,237 members, and 2,113 of
them attended the closing meeting of the
annual session that kicked off on March 3.
The CPPCC is a patriotic united front
organization of the Chinese people, serving as a key mechanism for multi-party
cooperation and political consultation under
the leadership of the Communist Party of
China (CPC), and a major manifestation of
socialist democracy.
Members of the CPPCC are representatives of the CPC and non-Communist parties, personages without party affiliation,
and representatives of people’s organizations, ethnic minorities and various social
strata.
The CPPCC also has the representation
of compatriots of Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan, returned overseas Chinese, and
specially invited people.
A political resolution was also adopted at
the closing ceremony. The resolution hailed
China’s achievements in 2009, saying that
the CPC Central Committee had led the
country in dealing with the global financial crisis, maintaining economic growth,
people’s well-being and social stability,
and making major progress in the country’s reform and opening up and socialist
modernization.
It said accelerating the transformation
of China’s economic growth pattern was a
profound reform in the country’s economy
sector, urging the political advisors to offer
advises on the issue and on maintaining
stable and relatively fast economic development of the country.
It urged the political advisors to put
people first, focus on the development of
social undertakings and the improvement of
people’s well-being, and contribute strength
and wisdom to help safeguard China’s social
harmony and stability.
CPPCC members from ethnic minority

groups and religious circles were asked to
work harder to promote ethnic unity and
common prosperity of all ethnic groups.
Efforts should be made to facilitate “leapfrog social and economic development and
lasting peace and stability” in Tibet, the
resolution said.
It noted that Hong Kong and Macao had
maintained overall prosperity and stability
while actively dealing with the global financial crisis over the past year.
“The CPPCC supports members from
Hong Kong and Macao to work actively to
improve Hong Kong and Macao’s international economic competitiveness and their
abilities to achieve sustainable development,
to safeguard social harmony and stability in
the two regions, to enhance their exchange
and cooperation with the Chinese inland,
and to facilitate peaceful development of
cross-Strait ties between the Chinese mainland and Taiwan,” it said.
Hailing major progress made in crossStrait ties in the past year, the resolution
called for more efforts to expand exchanges
with relevant parties, social organizations and the people in Taiwan, to further
contribute to the peaceful development of
cross-Strait ties.
It also vowed to enhance the CPPCC’s
working ability through reform and innovation.
The 11th CPPCC National Committee
currently has 2,237 members, and 2,113 of
them attended the closing meeting of the
annual session that kicked off on March 3.
The CPPCC is a patriotic united front
organization of the Chinese people, serving as a key mechanism for multi-party
cooperation and political consultation under
the leadership of the Communist Party of
China (CPC), and a major manifestation of
socialist democracy.
Members of the CPPCC are representatives of the CPC and non-Communist parties, personages without party affiliation,
and representatives of people’s organizations, ethnic minorities and various social
strata.
The CPPCC also has the representation
of compatriots of Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan, returned overseas Chinese, and
specially invited people.
Editor’s Note: This article was compiled
primarily from a report developed by Xinhua
News and published in China Daily.

Geely buys Volvo unit for US$1.8
billion
GOTEBORG, Sweden - China’s Zhejiang
Geely Holding Group signed a deal with
Ford Motor Co. here on [Mar. 28] to acquire
the U.S. auto giant’s Volvo car unit for
nearly US$1.8 billion.
The deal was inked by Geely Chairman
Li Shufu and Ford’s Chief Financial Officer
Lewis Booth at the headquarters of Volvo
Cars in the second largest city of Sweden.
The Swedish carmaker, which has about
20,000 workers, was purchased by Ford in
1999 for US$6.45 million.
But Ford had been attempting to sell
Volo since late 2008, due to its poor market
performance. Geely was named as the preferred bidder for the Swedish subsidiary in
October 2009.
Geely, which started to manufacture
cars in 1998, is a major private automaker

headquartered in southeast China’s Zhejiang
province. Geely Holding Group is the parent
company of Geely Automobile Holdings.

Source: China Daily
(www.chinadaily.com.cn) / Xinhua

Geely Chairman Li Shufu (front left) and
Ford’s Chief Financial Officer Lewis Booth
celebrate at the takeover deal signing ceremony at the headquarters of Volvo Cars
in Goteborg in Sweden on March 28, 2010.
[Xinhua]
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Edina High School senior named
Minnesota’s top high school
journalism student
By Albert Leung, Staff Writer
Twin Cities high school senior Hailey
Lee was recently named one this year’s top
Minnesota journalism high school senior
by the Al Neuharth Free Spirit Award. The
award is sponsored by the Freedom Forum
and annually recognizes the country’s top
high school journalism seniors in each
state.

High school senior Hailey Lee
As part of the award, Lee will receive a
US$1,000 college scholarship and will travel
to Washington, D.C. to attend the journalism
conference where she will compete with fellow award winners across the country for a
US$50,000 college scholarship.
As a student at Edina High School,
Lee, 18, devoted much time in honing her
journalism skill by writing for numerous

publications and organizations including
her school’s newspaper Zephyrus, the Asian
Pages, the newsletter for the anti-human
trafficking organization Not For Sale and
online magazine Jazmin.
“One of the most memorable stories
I covered was an anti-human trafficking
awareness event at Edina High School
where I met and interviewed Richard Lui,
CNN Headline News anchor and reporter,
about his efforts in anti-human trafficking
and spreading awareness,” Lee said.
As a faithful activist, Lee hopes to one
day become an anchorwoman and work
in investigative journalism much like her
role models ABC News Chief Investigative
Correspondent Brian Ross and Richard Lui.
Lee believes this will allow her to fuse both
passions in activism and journalism.
“That is why I love journalism. I can
utilize my writing to spread awareness
about social issues that the public deserves
to know about,” Lee said.
The aspiring journalist is still deciding
which college to attend but plans to study
journalism and international relations. Lee
is also very interested in becoming involved
in the international and political arena.
Besides her knack in journalism, Lee
has also shown her talents in playwriting.
She recently wrote and directed a play about
human trafficking called Vanished, which
debuted at the Edina Performing Arts Center
in early March. 

Yinghua Academy receives
STARTALK grant for summer camps
Academy received US$99,979 from
the National Foreign Language Center
STARTALK Program to develop two
Chinese immersion summer camp classes.
The two-week camps will feature a total
immersion setting providing students with
opportunities to learn key vocabulary and
skills through activities in a fun, “handson,” camp environment. Activities focus
on the children’s Chinese language practice process: interact with other students,
express needs, and understand instructions.
Students are divided by age group and prior
language ability. No prior foreign language
experience is necessary. Contact the school
for registration and need-based scholarship
information.
The two camps offered are:
Abacus for Kids: Learning Chinese
Language and Culture through Math
Activities (for students entering Kindergarten through entering 3rd Grade in
2010-2011)
Students will explore math with the
abacus (the world’s oldest calculator!) and
math games and activities. This fun and
interactive camp uses real life experiences
such banking, shopping and going to a carnival to help students learn Chinese. JUNE 21
through JULY 2, 8 a.m.-12 p.m. (afternoon
care available)
Earth, Wind and Fire: Learning Chinese
Language through Science Discovery (for
students entering Kindergarten through
entering 7th Grade in 2010-2011)
Students will be introduced to meteorol-

ogy and weather, biology and ecology, and
geography. Students will also interact with
technology to compare Minnesota’s ecology, habitat and climate with that of Yinghua
Academy’s sister school in Inner Mongolia,
China. The science camp culminates with a
field trip to the Science Museum of Minnesota. JULY 12 through JULY 23, 8 a.m.-12
p.m. (afternoon care available)

About Yinghua Academy

Yinghua Academy is the first Chinese
immersion charter public school in the U.S.
and the first Chinese immersion school
in the Midwest. As the first school of its
kind in the Midwest, Yinghua Academy is
a national leader in Mandarin Chinese immersion education. Yinghua Academy is a
bilingual, tuition-free, public charter school
with an international perspective.
The mission of Yinghua Academy is to
provide a challenging and comprehensive
learning environment that will nurture
students’ natural inquisitiveness and will
prepare them to be engaged and productive
global citizens. Students develop intellectual curiosity and critical-thinking skills
as well as a broad and deep knowledge
in language arts, mathematics, world and
American history and culture, science and
fine arts.
For more information, call 612-7889095 or visit:
http://www.yinghuaacademy.org.

ASIAN BLOOD DONORS NEEDED
Call 1-800-59-DONOR toll free for
more information.

www.chinainsight.info

CSB and SJU approve new Asian
Studies major
ST. JOSEPH/COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. - A
new Asian Studies major at the College
of Saint Benedict, St. Joseph, and Saint
John’s University, Collegeville, will help
graduates pursue careers in Asia and make
them more competitive in a job market
which increasingly demands the ability to
develop strong working relationships with
Asian colleagues.
The Asian Studies major, approved by
the CSB Board of Trustees and SJU Board
of Regents on Feb. 26, is shaped by an 80year legacy of Benedictine involvement in
education, community-building and EastWest dialogue in Asia.
“I am delighted that the Board of Trustees and Board of Regents endorsed the Asian
Studies major,” said Rita Knuesel, provost at
CSB and SJU. “The new major reflects our
long Benedictine history of engagement in
Asia, affords our students an interdisciplinary field of study and responds to current
and future student needs.”
The new major also supports CSB and
SJU’s commitment to multiculturalism,
intercultural competence and global citizenship.
“The new major will help prepare our
students for the rapidly increasing number
of career opportunities in every field of
endeavor regarding Asia, which is now
the center of the global economy,” said
P. Richard Bohr, professor of history and
director of the Asian Studies Program at
CSB and SJU.
In 1969, CSB and SJU became the first
private colleges in Minnesota to offer an
Asian Studies major on an individualized
basis. The individualized Asian Studies
major was a student-constructed major
which fell under the auspices of the history
department.
The new standardized Asian Studies
major will be far more interdisciplinary,
with students able to choose courses from
many departments which offer Asian
Studies components to fulfill their require-

ments. Currently, there are 40 Asian Studies
courses, taught by 13 faculty members in 11
departments (exclusive of 18 study abroad
courses in China and Japan).

Current students can choose between
the new or individualized Asian Studies
major. Students who enter CSB or SJU in
fall semester 2010 may pursue only the new
major. It is the 37th major to be offered by
CSB and SJU, and the first major added
since Gender and Women’s Studies in the
spring of 2007.
“This standardized major allows students more interdisciplinary options than the
individualized major,” Bohr said. “A standalone major is more attractive to prospective
employers and thereby makes our graduates
more competitive in the job market.
“Many employers are now requiring
increasingly higher levels of Asian language
and intercultural competence of graduates
of American colleges,” Bohr said. “In our
2003 program review survey, 83 percent
of alumnae/i respondents said they would
have pursued a standardized major, had it
been offered.”
The new major has a higher level of
language requirement, which acknowledges the importance of foreign language
to CSB and SJU students. CSB and SJU
have offered minors in both Chinese and
Japanese languages since 2008. In addition,
the schools have offered an Asian Studies
minor since 1994.
Visit www.csbsju.edu for more information.

Minnesota China Academy Summer
Camp: Modern China
The theme of the 2010 MCA Chinese
Language and Culture Camp will be Modern
China: Its people, society, geography, pop
culture, movie stars, singers, top athletes
and more.
Students will be able to “visit” China,
“meet” people there, “find” their hometown. They will get to know the famous
Chinese stars, watch their movies and hear
their songs. Students can also earn Chinese
“money” by speaking Chinese and shop with
Chinese “money” at the camp store.
Students will also learn about Chinese
water-color painting, Chinese paper-cut/

Peking Opera Mask Making, Chinese flute
music, Go/abacus, Kung Fu/outdoor exercises, games, Chinese dramas and songs.
The 2010 MCA Chinese Language and
Culture Camp will be held Aug. 9- 13, 2010
at Macalester College of St. Paul. The Camp
is open to children ages 6 - 13 (completed
kindergarten through Grade 6). The registration deadline is April 15.
Contact the school administrative staff
at mcaoffice@chinaacademy.org with questions.
Web site: http://mnchinaacademy.org 

Thank you for
reading
ChinaInsight
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President Obama announces steps
to reduce dropout rate and prepare
students for college and careers

President Obama
WASHINGTON, D.C. – [On Mar. 1]
President Barack Obama highlighted steps
his Administration will take to combat the
dropout crisis and invest in strategies to
ensure students graduate prepared for college and careers.
President Obama challenged states to
identify high schools with graduation rates
below 60 percent and discussed the Administration’s investments to help them turn
those schools around. The Obama Administration has committed [US$]3.5 billion to
fund transformational changes in America’s
persistently low-performing schools. Additionally, the President’s FY 2011 budget includes [US$]900 million to support School
Turnaround Grants. President Obama also
emphasized the importance of investing in
dropout prevention and recovery strategies
to help make learning more engaging and
relevant for students, and announced new
efforts to invest [US$]100 million in a College Pathways program to promote a college
readiness culture in high schools, through
programs that allow students to earn a high
school diploma and college credit at the
same time.
“This is a problem we can’t afford to
accept or ignore,” President Obama said.
“The stakes are too high – for our children,
for our economy, for our country. It’s time
for all of us to come together – parents
and students, principals and teachers, business leaders and elected officials – to end
America’s dropout crisis.”
President Obama spoke at the America’s
Promise Alliance GradNation event hosted
by Alliance Founding Chairman General
Colin Powell and his wife and Alliance
Chair Alma Powell. America’s Promise
Alliance is the nation’s largest partnership
organization dedicated to improving the
lives of children and youth.

about 70% of entering high school freshman
graduate every year. Without a high school
diploma, young people are less likely to succeed in the workforce. Each year, our nation
loses [US$]319 billion in potential earnings
associated with the dropout crisis.
Students at risk of dropping out of school
can be identified as early as sixth grade by
reviewing records of attendance, behavior,
and course failure. Research has demonstrat-

wishes to attend.
*School Closure: The school district
must close the failing school and enroll the
students who attended that school in other,
higher-achieving schools in the district.
*Transformational Model: The school
must address four areas of reform, including
(1) developing teacher and school leader effectiveness (and replacing the principal who
led the school prior to commencement of the

“This is a problem we can’t afford to accept or ignore,” President
Obama said. “The stakes are too high – for our children, for our
economy, for our country. It’s time for all of us to come together –
parents and students, principals and teachers, business leaders and
elected officials – to end America’s dropout crisis.”
ed that by making learning environments
safe and relevant, better engaging parents
and their communities in schools, and helping students get back on-track academically,
the dropout rate can be lowered.
Approximately 2,000 of America’s high
schools produce half of the nation’s school
dropouts. President Obama is committed to
a strategy for reform in America’s middle
and high schools – including bold interventions to drive improvement in America’s
lowest performing schools – to help prepare
all students to graduate college and career
ready.
[The President discussed] efforts to help
curb the dropout crisis and better prepare
students for college and careers:

A national effort to help turn around
America’s persistently low-performing
schools.
It takes more time, stronger interventions, and a larger investment of funds to
help turn around persistently low-performing schools. The Obama Administration has
committed [US$]3.5 billion to fund transformational changes in America’s persistently
low-performing schools, including assisting
states in identifying and prioritizing high
schools with graduation rates below 60 percent. Under the leadership of Secretary Arne
Duncan, the U.S. Department of Education’s
School Turnaround Grants will support vigorous interventions for 5,000 of the nation’s
lowest-performing schools over the next five
years, designed to drive change, improve
student achievement, and transform school
culture. The President’s FY 2011 budget
Fact Sheet
Reducing the dropout rate and help- includes an additional [US$]900 million
ing all students graduate college and to support School Turnaround Grants. To
access school improvement funds, states
career ready
“It is time for all of us, no matter what and school districts will choose among
our backgrounds, to come together and four reform models to change their lowestsolve this epidemic. Stemming the tide of performing schools:
*Turnaround Model: Among other
dropouts will require turning around our
actions,
the school distric must replace
low-performing schools. Just 2,000 high
the
principal
and at least half of the school
schools in cities like Detroit, Los Angestaff,
adopt
a
new governance structure for
les, and Philadelphia produce over 50%
the
school,
and
implement a new or revised
of America’s dropouts… Let us all make
instructional
program.
turning around our schools our collective
*Restart Model: The school district
responsibility as Americans.”                                                                                                                                 
must
close and reopen the school under the
President Barack Obama
management
of a charter school operator, a
March 10, 2009
charter management organization or an eduEvery school day, about 7,000 students cational management organization selected
decide to drop out of school – a total of through a rigorous review process. A restart
1.2 million students each year – and only school would be required to admit, within
the grades it serves, any former student who

transformational model); (2) implementing
comprehensive instructional reform strategies; (3) extending learning and teacher
planning time and creating communityoriented schools; and (4) providing operating
flexibility and sustained support.
Keeping students engaged and ontrack to graduation.
One study found that when asked why
they left school, about half of dropouts
responded that they did not find school interesting, and over two-thirds reported that
school did not motivate or inspire them.
The Obama Administration is committed to
investing in innovative dropout recovery and
prevention strategies to better engage youth
in their learning and to help them catch-up
academically. The Obama Administration
will support effective dropout prevention
strategies – through [US$]50 million committed to the Graduation Promise Fund and
through reforms supported under the Student
Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act, which has
passed the U.S. House of Representatives.

These efforts include:  
*Personalized and individualized
instruction and support to keep students
engaged in their learning and focused on
success.
*Multiple pathways and credit recovery programs, such as high-quality
alternative high schools, transfer schools,
or career- and work-based experiences to
help students catch-up and keep-up academically, and to get back on track toward
a high school diploma.
*Better use of data and information
to identify and respond to students at risk of
failure, and assist with important transitions
to high school and college.
Promoting a culture of college readiness.
Participation in a challenging high
school curriculum has a greater impact on
whether a student will earn a four-year college degree than his or her high school test
scores, class rank, or grades. The President’s
FY 2011 budget supports a new [US$]100
million College Pathways Program to increase access to college-level, dual credit,
and other accelerated courses in high-need
high schools, and to support college-going
strategies and models that will help students succeed. For example, early college
high schools allow students to earn a high
school degree and an Associate’s degree (or
2 years of college credit), simultaneously,
and dual enrollment programs provide
college-level courses and opportunities for
students to earn post-secondary credit while
still in high school. The Obama Administration will also launch new efforts to better
support completion and submission of the
FAFSA – or Free Application for Federal
Student Aid – to increase the likelihood that
students will enroll in college.

Talk of the Stacks:
Anchee Min –
Pearl of China

Author will talk about her new book at the Minneapolis Central Library onApril 29
Born in Shanghai, Min grew
up during Mao’s
Cultural Revolution. She learned
to speak English
when she moved
to the United States
at 27. Eight years
later, in 1992, she
published her first
book, “Red Azalea,” which was chosen as a New York Times
Notable Book of the Year and translated into
32 languages. Min’s newest work, “Pearl of
China,” is the powerful story of the friendship of a lifetime, based on the life of Pearl
S. Buck.
Anchee Min, author of “Red Azalea,”

“Empress Orchid,” “Becoming Madame
Mao” and “Wild Ginger” will be talking
about her new book “Pearl of China” at the
Minneapolis Central Library on Thursday,
April 29 at 7 p.m. Doors open at 6:15 p.m.
Seating is first-come, first-served. Books
will be available for purchase and signing. This event is presented by the Library
Foundation of Hennepin County. Premier
sponsor: The Private Client Reserve at
U.S. Bank. Additional support: Magers and
Quinn Booksellers and secretsofthecity.
com.
For more information about this and
other events at Hennepin County Libraries,
visit the Web site www.hclib.org. 
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There is still time
to meet the
Children of Hangzhou

Exhibit at Minnesota Children’s Museum ends May 16

C

hildren and families have a
unique opportunity to learn
about China through the eyes
of four children at Children
of Hangzhou: Connecting with China, an
exhibit at the Minnesota Children’s Museum
now through May 16.   The exhibit was created by the Boston Children’s Museum and
sponsored by State Street and the National
Endowment for the Humanities and after its
stay at the Minnesota Children’s Museum,
its tour will continue throughout the United
States and Canada.
Children of Hangzhou teaches visitors
about China by showing the lives of four
children from Hangzhou. This interactive
exhibit has several parts. Visitors “enter”
Hangzhou at the Bus Stop and meet the
four children. At the Wu Lin Men Apartments they “meet” Weicheng and his family, and learn to cook a birthday meal for
this grandmother. At the Yellow Dragon
Theater, visitors “meet” Qianyun, who is
studying Chinese opera. Visitors can join in
a performance of White Snake Lady or play
traditional instruments. Visitors learn about
the Great Wall and count on the abacus at
Bao Chu Ta Middle School where they
“meet” Gangzheng. In Huang Tian Fan
Village, visitors “meet” Doudou, help her
plant rice seedlings with her grandfather,
and learn how two thirds of people in China

Wishes from Page 1
est living Minnesotan. Last year a kite was
airmailed to Walter Breuning, age 112,
the oldest man in the country and former
resident of Minnesota. He wrote: I just wish
people would be kind to each other.
“Earth Day, the arrival of spring, and
the Mississippi River inspire us to make
good wishes,” explains Marcus Young,
lead artist and City Artist in Residence for
Saint Paul. A few more wishes written on
kites in 2009:
I wish all have enough, none have too
much.
I pray for long life and harmony... less
fear and more unity. Our dog prays for lamb
fat, peanut butter cookies, and naps.

live – on the land.
There is also the Pavilion, where visitors learn about Chinese writing, poetry, and
yin and yang, the traditional worldview
of balance and dualities in nature and the
Hangzhou Children’s Library, where
visitors can check out the latest software
and learn about China
By giving a hands-on demonstration
of life in China, the Children of Hangzhou
show how China is a mixture of ancient
customs and modern living. Visitors will
see how life in China is both similar to and
different from life in North America. As
stated on the Minnesota Children’s Museum
Web site, “The young Chinese in the exhibit
will be a bridge to learning about China and
building cross-cultural understanding.”
The Minnesota Children’s Museum,
located at 10 West 7th Street in downtown
St. Paul, is open six days a week: it is closed
on Monday; its hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday.
The Museum is closed on Easter Sunday,
April 4.
Admission for Ages 1-101: US$8.95;
Museum Members: Free; Children under
one: Free. For more information about the
Minnesota Children’s Museum or the Children of Hangzhou exhibit visit www.mcm.
org or call 651-225-6000.

Travel Promotion
Act becomes law;
Klobuchar attends
signing
Klobuchar chairs tourism subcommittee and was one of the main
advocates for the bill

I wish for Mrs. Hauge to be my teacher
forever!
I wish for a safe return from Iraq for
Sam.
I wish that people would notice the poor
among them and help them.
I wish my kids will enjoy a day like this
with their kids one day.
This family-friendly art event that
celebrates inner harmony and community
peace is free and open to the public. It will
take place on Sunday, April 25, 11 a.m. -5
p.m. (rain or shine) at Harriet Island*, 75 W
Water Street, Saint Paul. Visitors are encouraged to bike, bus or walk to the event. Travel
information can be found at
www.wishesforthesky.org.

*In case of flooding on Harriet Island,
check the Web site for announcement of
alternate location.
Wishes for the Sky was founded in 2007
by Saint Paul’s City Artist-In-Residence
Marcus Young, in collaboration with choreographer Shen Pei, architect Peter Kramer,
and many other local artists. The event is
presented in partnership with Saint Paul
Parks & Recreation, Public Art Saint Paul,
and Eureka Recycling, along with the support of several community organizations.
Kites are provided. Food and beverages
will be sold at the event. Visitors packing
their own lunch are asked to “pack it green”
(www.wishesforthesky.org/zerowaste).
For more information, contact Lynn
Hoffman (lynnh@eurekarecycling.org, 651222-7678) or visit the Web site at
www.wishesforthesky.org.

Promotion Act will help attract an estimated 1.6 million new international
visitors and add US$4 billion to the
U.S. economy each year.
“Tourism is a powerful engine
for job creation both in Minnesota
and nationally,” said Klobuchar. “By
enacting the Travel Promotion Act,
we will attract visitors from abroad,
create jobs, and stimulate economic
Senator Klobuchar and other Members join Presi- growth, with no cost to taxpayers.”
Tourism is the fifth largest indusdent Obama in the signing of the Travel Promotion
try
in
Minnesota, generating US$11
Act
billion in sales and providing nearly
11 percent of the state’s total private
WASHINGTON, D.C. – [On Mar. 4] U.S.
sector
employment.
Nationwide, an analysis
Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) attended
by
the
U.S.
Travel
Association
reveals that
the White House signing ceremony for
programs
authorized
by
the
Travel
Promothe bipartisan Travel Promotion Act. As
tion
Act
will
create
nearly
40,000
new
chairman of the Senate subcommittee that
American
jobs.
Additionally,
a
report
by
oversees the U.S. tourism industry, Klobuthe
Congressional
Budget
Office
estimates
char cosponsored the legislation that will
promote America as a tourist attraction and that the bill will reduce the budget deficit by
help the U.S compete with other countries’ US$425 million over the next 10 years. 
tourism promotion efforts. The Travel
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China’s traditional adoption compared to
China’s Waiting Child Adoption Program
Editor’s Note: Much of the material on China’s Waiting Child Adoption Program was provided by Great Wall China Adoption

T

he Chinese government
imposed new regulations in
2007 to limit the number of
international applications,
putting more restrictions on prospective
parents from outside China. Applicants must
now meet new requirements that include
age, marital status, income, weight, medical
history, criminal history and others. China
has said the rules are in the best interest of
the child.
After leading the world in international
adoptions, adoptions in China are slowing
down, though it is not clear whether there
is a link to the new rules. According to the
U.S. State Department, Americans adopted
7,906 Chinese children in 2005, a number
that dropped to 3,909 children in 2008 and
3001 in 2009.
Also occurring during this same time
frame, The Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption was implemented as an
international agreement between participating countries on best adoption procedures.
These procedures have basically two goals
in mind:
-The best interests of children are considered with each intercountry adoption.
-The prevention of abduction, exploitation, sale, or trafficking of children.
The Hague Convention on Intercountry
Adoption entered into force for the United
States on April 1, 2008.
This means that private adoption service
providers will need to be accredited, temporarily accredited, or approved, supervised

by a provider that is accredited, temporarily
accredited, or approved, in order to provide
adoption services involving the United
States and another Convention country.
In addition to these changes in government and international regulations,
cultural changes within China and its growing economy have given more people the
means to raise a child so Chinese parents
are less likely to give up their children. It
has also become more socially acceptable to
have daughters. In the past, Chinese rural
families have sometimes been known to put
daughters up for adoption so they can try
for a son in a country where most people
are allowed to have only one child.   Also,
in the past, Chinese people would not consider adopting someone out of the family,
but more and more people are educated, and
they understand the important part is to raise
a child, and it does not necessarily need to
be a blood relationship.

Thus with the ability to make increased
domestic adoptions and the more than
30,000 international applications waiting
to be processed, it is not hard to understand
why there are fewer children available for
traditional adoption and the wait can take
many years.
As a leader in international adoption for
the last 14 years, Great Wall China Adoption
(GWCA) has firsthand experience with the
blessings, as well as the challenges, involved
in international adoption. In recent years, the
adoption landscape in China has changed
as the wait time to be matched with a child
without special needs steadily climbed to
nearly four years. More and more families
are now left asking themselves when they
will be able to welcome home the precious
children they long for. Many of these
families have found China’s Waiting Child
Program to be the answer to their prayers.
With the formal referral wait time virtually

eliminated, the process to adopt a waiting
child is significantly shorter.
The ultimate goal of the Waiting Child
Program is to help older children and
children with special needs reach their full
potential. GWCA has much experience
with the Waiting Child Program. Among
the 8,000 adoptions GWCA has facilitated,
many of the children have been older at the
time of adoption or have had some form of
special need. Since 2006, GWCA has united
400 children with their forever families
through this incredible program.
While caring for a child with special
needs may come with more challenges,
many families have discovered the rewards
resulting from a waiting child adoption
are beyond anything they could have expected.
“Switching to the Waiting Child Program was absolutely the best decision we
ever made” said the Kavanagh family, who
recently adopted a waiting child.
The children that are waiting for forever
families through this program fall into two
main categories: healthy children 8 - 13
years old and children of all ages with
special medical needs ranging from mild
or moderate to severe. Common minor or
correctable special needs include cleft lip
and palate, prominent birthmarks or scars,
minor limb differences such as extra or
missing digits, congenital heart defects and
Hepatitis B. Needs that are considered more
severe include hearing or vision loss, multiple limb differences and developmental
delays caused by cerebral palsy or Down
syndrome.
For families considering this program, it
is important to stay abreast of policy updates
coming from the China Center for Adoption
Affairs (CCAA). The CCAA is constantly looking for ways to improve the Waiting
Child Program in order to maximize the
number of successful placements of waiting children with loving forever families.
Keeping in mind that it will always be in a
child’s best interest to come home with their
family as soon as possible, the CCAA updated its policy to require families who wish
to adopt a child with minor or correctible
needs to submit the formal application to
China before they can be matched. This
application includes all necessary identifying documents, U.S. approvals to adopt
and a home study completed by a licensed

social worker.
There are many children in China who
are waiting for a miracle. Together we can
make a difference. With the help of adoptive families, we can do more to help answer
the call of these precious angels. If you are
considering adopting through this program,
you will want to spend some time with your
family to consider the incredibly important
responsibilities you will encounter. In
preparation of welcoming a beautiful waiting child into your home, you will need to
ask yourself some important questions:
-Do I fully understand the medical
conditions I am open to? Have I considered the prognosis for best and worst case
scenarios?
-Have I spoken with my family and
friends to gauge their feelings about raising
a child with special needs?
-What other support systems do I have
in place?
-Does my medical insurance provider
cover adopted children with pre-existing
medical conditions?
-What resources (schools, rehabilitation
centers, support groups, etc.) are available
in my area to help provide care to a child
with special needs?
-If I am adopting an older child, am I
prepared for the issues that may arise during
the bonding and attachment process?
-Am I aware of common conditions of
children who have been raised in an institution and the methods to care for these
conditions?
If you would like more information
about the adoption process and how to get
started, visit www.gwca.org or contact Great
Wall China Adoption at info@gwca.org or
1.888.GW.FAMILY (1-888-493-2645). 
Photos courtesy of Great Wall China
Adoption

USPCFA-MN welcomes the Year of the Tiger
By Mary Warpeha, Co-President, USCPFA-MN

T

he Year of the Tiger was welcomed
on Feb. 21 by 120 members and
guests of US-China Peoples
Friendship Association of Minnesota at the Grand Shanghai Restaurant
in Bloomington. The evening began with
greetings from vivacious Emcees Margaret
Wong and Linda Mealey-Lohmann. Mary
Warpeha, Co-President, welcomed guests
and encouraged general and board membership for the upcoming year, as well as
announced the Washington Seminar which
is a National USCPFA sponsored workshop

in April. Guests enjoyed the fourteen menu
selections prepared and served by the staff at
Grand Szechuan. A lot of spice was added
to our lives that evening.
Our program included a presentation by
Gregory Buteyn of Ernst and Young who
described the work and life of his family
during a recent assignment in Beijing. The
Buteyn family members are continuing their
language study and are hopeful for a return
to China. Zhao Ben, a Chinese musician
and educator introduced us to the traditional
instruments of pipa, xiao and erhu. Guests
very much enjoyed the selections profes-

sionally performed to demonstrate each
instrument.
The evening ended with distribution of
over 40 door prizes. We all enjoyed this
traditional chance distribution of food items
and souvenirs–something for every winner.
It was great fun in an old fashioned way.
The finale was a Chinese selection of
“Friendship Forever” sung in Chinese language to the tune of Auld Lang Syne.

Friendship Forever

How can one forget old

friends?
How can the heart not yearn
for
Old friends who cannot forget
That friendship is as steadfast
as heaven and earth
Long live friendship! Long live
friendship!
Let’s raise our cups in praise,
And sing together to
Friendship forever! 
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New studies show huge health
disparities among Asian American,
Native Hawaiian and Asian immigrant
populations
Critical Avenues to Prevent Cancer Overlooked; Immigrant Women at High Riskof Death from Breast Cancer

WASHINGTON, D.C.–Although Asian
Americans have long been portrayed as a
“model minority” with few major problems,
data released online [Mar. 18] in the American Journal of Public Health (AJPH) reveal
that distinct groups of Asian Americans,
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders
(AA and NHPI) differ widely in death and
disease rates, including from breast cancer
and other conditions such as heart disease,
and stand to benefit strongly from culturally
appropriate care.  
In the first issue of a major health journal
devoted to AA and NHPI populations, data

show striking disparities. For instance,
some Asian-born women in the United
States suffer death rates from breast cancer
up to four times as high as their U.S.-born
counterparts. Other studies show that culturally appropriate care would dramatically
lower rates of lung, colorectal, cervical and
liver cancers among distinct populations.
The special issue was supported by Health
Through Action, a partnership between APIAHF and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.
“Information, not ignorance, must shape
the health care agenda for our populations,”
said Kathy Lim Ko, president and CEO
of the Asian & Pacific Islander American
Health Forum (APIAHF). “Aggregated data
across ethnic groups masks serious health
problems. Cancer often goes unrecognized
and undertreated. We must move beyond
generalities to address the real health needs
in diverse communities,” she said.
The problem has taken a serious toll on
groups such as Native Hawaiians. As author
Stephen Stafford at the Montefiore Medical Center in New York points out, while
Asian American adults as a group are 50
percent less likely to die from heart disease
than non-Hispanic White adults, Native
Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders are about
40 percent more likely to be diagnosed with
heart disease than Whites.
Obesity is as another health risk facing
Native Hawaiians. Compared to whites in
the state, Native Hawaiians are twice as

likely to be obese (44.1 percent vs. 21.3
percent). But, culturally appropriate care can
decrease such disparities. A new study by
Shannon Kapuaola Gellert at Na Pu`uwai,
a Native Hawaiian Health Care System,
documented success in reducing obesity and
high blood pressure among Native Hawaiians in Moloka`i, 73 percent of whom are
overweight or obese. The program incorporated Hawaiian values and concepts of
healthy lifestyle, and stressed community
involvement.
“Large minority groups in the United
States have benefited from in-depth health
surveys, but such data are largely unavailable for Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders
and the numerous, widely varying ethnic
groups that are collectively termed Asian
Americans,” said U.S. Representative Judy
Chu (D-CA). “It’s time for health data
regarding our populations to enter the 21st
Century.”
Since 2000, the Asian American population has grown by more than 23 percent,
making it the fastest growing racial group
in the country. In the same time period, the
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander community, which is almost a million strong,
has grown by more than 13 percent. If
these rapid growth trends continue, AA and
NHPIs are expected to number well over 35
million by 2050. Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders trace their
heritage to more than 50 countries and to
dozens of distinct ethnic groups, speaking
a multitude of languages.
“We know that income, education, access to health care, and language barriers all
influence health,” said Dr. Gail C. Christopher, vice president for programs at the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation. “Raising awareness of
these issues and the lack of data, particularly
for Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and
Pacific Islanders, is instrumental to the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation’s focus on increasing
health equity for vulnerable children and
families across the country.”
Cancer disparities affect death rates;
Prevention efforts lag
A number of studies illustrate that different populations suffer disproportionately
from a range of cancers, and that culturally
appropriate prevention measures would
have a major impact in reducing rates of
breast, lung, colorectal, cervical, and liver
cancer among different Asian American
groups.

Breast Cancer

Findings from a study of the Cancer
Prevention Institute of California (formerly
the Northern California Cancer Center) reveal that Asian-born women in the United
States-particularly women from Vietnam,
China, and the Philippines-have a much
higher risk of dying from breast cancer
than U.S.-born Asian Americans. For example, the highest risk group, women born
in Vietnam, had a four times greater risk
of dying of breast cancer than U.S.-born
Vietnamese. Previously, studies of breast
cancer survival among Asian Americans did
not consider differences in Asian ethnicity or
immigrant status, and therefore overlooked
important factors that could lead to better
cancer control, according to study author
Scarlett Lin Gomez.
Asian American women are the only
ethnic group for which cancer far outweighs
heart disease as the leading cause of death.
Breast cancer has the highest incidence and
is the second leading cause of cancer death
in these women, Lin Gomez reports. These
findings contradict the popular perception
that the burden of breast cancer is univer-
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sally low among Asian women.

Lung Cancer

Among Asian American men, lung and
bronchial cancer are the leading causes
of death. But study author Youlian Liao
at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention found large reductions in
smoking among Vietnamese, Cambodian,
and several other Asian ethnicities in four
U.S. communities that used a culturally
sensitive approach to community health.
At the study’s outset in 2002, one half the
Cambodian men and nearly one third of the
Vietnamese men were smokers, compared
to one fourth of men in the general U.S.
population. Over the next four years, the
numbers of Asian American smokers declined, falling 2.58 percent per year among
Vietnamese men, and 5.73 percent per year
among Cambodian men-outpacing the 0.91
annual declines in smoking for the general
U.S. population of men.
A second study showed that Asianlanguage smokers in California were just
as likely to use quitline services as Englishspeaking Caucasians. Every state has a quitline, but only California offers counseling in
Asian languages. “We hope this study will
encourage other quitlines to offer Asian language counseling to help reduce disparities
in access to smoking cessation services,”
notes study author Shu-Hong Zhu from the
University of California, San Diego.

Colorectal Cancer

All Americans over age 50 should be
screened for colorectal cancer (CRC), the
fourth most common cancer in the country
and the third most common among Vietnamese adults in California. Yet Vietnamese
Americans have low rates of screening for
CRC compared to other Asian Americans
and Whites.  
Now, a study by Bang H. Nguyen at the
Cancer Prevention Institute of California
(formerly the Northern California Cancer
Center) shows that the use of Vietnamese
language media for a public health education campaign on CRC can save lives. Those
who were reached by the campaign were
1.4 times more likely to get screened than
Vietnamese who were not. The campaign
used Vietnamese language booklets, a
hotline, and newspaper, radio, and television
advertisements.

Cervical and Liver Cancer

The Hmong in California (refugees who
came to the United States from Laos after
the Vietnam War) face rates of liver and
cervical cancer three to four times higher
than those of other AA and NHPI groups.
Yet up to 60 percent of liver and 70 percent
of cervical cancer can be prevented by
immunization.  A study by Dian Baker of
California State University, Sacramento is
the first to examine barriers to immunization among the Hmong. It found that low
socioeconomic status and use of traditional
health care were associated with lower immunization rates.
“We are failing to adequately address
cancer in our communities,” said Marguerite
Ro, deputy director of APIAHF. “Simple
measures, such as cancer screening and
immunization, along with the delivery of
culturally appropriate care in languages
understandable to the people who need care,
would reduce costly, serious illnesses and
lower death rates.”

About the Asian & Pacific Islander
American Health Forum

The Asian & Pacific Islander American
Health continues on Page 12
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Klobuchar renews call to increase U.S.
exports abroad
Klobuchar pushes for passage of two bipartisan bills that will help small and medium-sized businesses promote their products overseas
WASHINGTON, D.C. – In a speech on the
Senate floor [Mar. 15], U.S. Senator Amy
Klobuchar called for the passage the Export
Promotion Act of 2010 and the Travel Restriction Reform and Export Enhancement
Act of 2010. In her remarks, Klobuchar
discussed how the legislation will connect
businesses with export promotion resources
to allow them to expand into new markets
and increase their bottom lines. Klobuchar cited that more than 95 percent of the
world’s customers are located outside the
United States, and recently, 30 percent of
U.S. businesses indicated that they would
be interested in exporting but did not know
where to begin.
Klobuchar is
the Chairman of
the Senate Commerce Subcommittee on Competitiveness, Innovation and Export
Promotion. Last
October, she held
a subcommittee
Senator Amy
hearing that exKlobuchar
amined the federal
government’s efforts to promote U.S. products overseas. Over the past six months,
Klobuchar has held summits across Minnesota that examined how federal agencies
can best help small and medium-sized
businesses enter foreign markets. In her
speech, Klobuchar highlighted three Minnesota small businesses that have successfully
expanded their businesses abroad, including
Mattracks, Inc. in Karlstad, Akkerman,
Inc. in Brownsdale, and Epicurean, Inc. in
Duluth.

Full text of Senator Klobuchar’s
speech as prepared for the floor:

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent
to speak for up to 10 minutes. You know,
we’ve been talking a lot about the economy
lately. Just this week we successfully
passed a long-term extension of tax credits
that will provide relief to small businesses,
protect unemployed workers, and help create jobs.  
Today, I’d like to take a few minutes
to discuss two bi-partisan bills I recently
introduced that I hope will promote American innovation, encourage exports, and
create jobs. The first one is called the Export
Promotion Act of 2010, and the second is
the Travel Restriction Reform and Export
Enhancement Act of 2010.
Export promotion is topic is of special
interest to me, because I serve on the Senate
Commerce Committee – and I chair the Subcommittee on Competitiveness, Innovation
and Export Promotion. The Export Promotion Act is cosponsored by my Ranking
Member and good friend on that Subcommittee, Senator George LeMieux, and by
Senators Shaheen and Wyden, who also take
an active interest in export promotion.
We have an important national interest in
promoting exports. Access to new markets
can make the difference between expansion
and stagnation of a new and developing
business. The President recognizes this,
which is why he called for a doubling of
American exports over the next five years.
One way to do this is to take the opportunity to open a new market to American

products. A bi-partisan bill I introduced with
Senator Enzi of Wyoming, would do just
that. The bill makes it easier for American
farmers to export agricultural products to
Cuba (currently a closed market) by relax-

them expand their profits, open new facilities, and hire more people. But they don’t
really know how to find out about opportunities. Fortunately, there is help available.
There are a number of federal programs

“Right now, more than 95 percent of the world’s
customers are located outside the United States.
So, it only makes sense to reach out.”  
ing the restrictions on financial transactions
between the two countries and by making it
easier for American farmers to travel there
to promote their products.
Another way to promote American
products is to make sure that businesses
know about all potential export opportunities available to them.
Currently, the United States derives
the smallest percentage of our GDP from
exports compared to other major countries.
America has always been “the world’s
customer,” buying our way to huge trade
deficits.
But it’s clear that exports will be increasingly important to our economy as people in
China, India and other developing countries
gain more purchasing power – and they
become our potential customers.
Right now, more than 95 percent of the
world’s customers are located outside the
United States. So, it only makes sense to
reach out.  
More exports will mean more business
… more jobs … and more growth for the
American economy.
Exports are also important for small
businesses for several reasons. First, and
most obviously, exports allow a company to
increase its sales and grow its business.
Second, a diversified base of customers
helps a business weather the economic ups
and downs. Also, according to research,
businesses that export grow 1.3 percent
faster – and they’re nearly 8.5 percent more
likely to stay in business than companies
that don’t export.
In addition, the annual job growth rate of
exporting companies has traditionally been
2 to 4 percentage points higher than their
non-exporting counterparts.
And these jobs pay 13 to 18 percent
more, on average than non-export related
employment.
So, there is a world of opportunity out
there – and it’s worth it for our businesses
to go out and seize the opportunities.
But fewer than one percent of all American businesses export overseas. And of
those that do, nearly 60 percent sell their
products to only one foreign country, typically Canada or Mexico.
Of those firms that don’t export overseas, 30 percent have indicated that they
would consider exporting if they had more
information about how to do it.
For these American businesses, the
world looks like one of those ancient maps
that contains only the outlines of the continents and a few coastline features. But the
rest of it is a blank space of vast, unknown
and unexplored territory.
They know something’s there. They
know that accessing those markets will help

– through the Small Business Administration, the Commerce Department, and the
Export-Import Bank – that assist US companies in promoting their products abroad.
They have expertise and experience to
help small businesses navigate their way
into these export markets, sometimes even
matching up companies and markets like a
trade-related Match.com.
Companies in my state have used these
resources to great success. Now, we all
know about big companies like Cargill and
3M that do a lot of international business.
But there are plenty of small and mid-sized
companies doing business overseas – and
there are plenty more who could.
For the past few months I’ve traveled
around the state to work with our innovative small businesses that are creating
new jobs and holding their own in a tough
economy.
In Duluth, there’s Epicurean, a company
that makes commercial and home kitchen
cutting surfaces. With 40 employees, it has
customers in 45 countries.
I invited Epicurean’s owner, Dave Benson, to join me for this year’s State of the
Union address.
In the northwest Minnesota town of
Karlstad (population 900 and the Moose
Capital of Minnesota), there’s a company
called Mattracks.
It manufactures rubber track systems for
converting tire-equipped vehicles into trackequipped all-terrain vehicles. The business
was inspired by the founder’s young son,
who had drawn a picture of a truck with
tank tracks instead of tires.
Mattracks now sells its products in
more than 50 countries – and half of its
business comes from international sales.
You could say that Mattracks does business
everywhere from Karlstad to Kazakhstan.
Meanwhile, the company has gone from 6
jobs to more than 40.
Another example is Akkerman in Austin,

Minnesota. They have a family business
where they do trenchless digging. They
have machinery that pushes major steel
pipes underground and can dig trenches
without digging up the landscape. Now
they have expanded their business to India
where this work is in demand. By accessing these foreign markets, many businesses
expand products, open new facilities and
hire more people. The problem is that small
businesses don’t know how to find these
opportunities.
Our bill focuses on expanding the Commerce Department programs that helped
these companies get the word out. It does
three major things. First, it expands the
scope of existing Department of Commerce
programs that help American small businesses commercialize and manufacture new
technologies for export abroad.
Second, it increases the number of
officials at the Department of Commerce
responsible for identifying new export
opportunities abroad and matching those
markets with American companies with
products to export.
For the past few years, the program that
specializes in matching small businesses
with potential export markets has not replaced retiring officials, losing roughly 200
officials since 2004 – even as demand for
the assistance continues to increase. The bill
will restore staffing levels in this program to
their 2004 levels, making sure there are as
many people as possible that can help get the
word out about American innovations.
Finally, the legislation will expand the
Commerce Department’s Rural Export
Initiative (REI) to ensure that small and
medium-sized businesses located in rural
areas know about all available export promotion services. In 2006 alone, the REI
helped rural American businesses generate
over [US$]183 million in exports with an
investment of [US$]860,000 – a return of
approximately [US$]213 on each dollar.
The ability to envision creative new
products, then develop them, commercialize them, and sell them, has been part of the
American dream as long as there has been an
American dream. That spirit of innovation
has gotten us everything from the post-it
note to the pacemaker.
As we continue to fight through the this
economic crisis, it’s important to keep the
end game in mind – an end game where the
United States is again the world leader in job
creation, by virtue of developing and selling
the world’s most innovative products. This
bill helps us get there.   

Advertisers

Your potential customers are reading ChinaInsight.
Shouldn’t you be bringing them in the door with an ad?
Our readers are:
- Well-traveled		
- Opportunity-seeking
- Entrepreneurial
- Open-minded
- Excited about understanding China
Rates are highly competitive. Contact Greg Hugh
(952-472-4757, ads@chinainsight.info) or visit www.
chinainsight.info for more advertising information.

trade

PAGE 12 > APRIL 2010

www.chinainsight.info

Signs of export recovery, despite drop in
fourth quarter
Minnesota’s exports from manufacturing industries were valued at US$3.9 billion
in the fourth quarter of 2009, representing
a drop of US$263 million (or 6.3 percent)
from the fourth quarter of 2008. U.S. manufactured exports declined 2.2 percent.
The export weakness was not completely widespread as exports increased
to Asia and to four of the state’s ten largest markets. These strong gains helped to
mitigate sharp declines in exports to the
Philippines and several major markets in
the European Union.

The fourth quarter trend offers an optimistic outlook that exports have recovered
from the steep declines of the first three
quarters of the year. For the year, Minnesota manufactured exports decreased 15.5
percent to US$14.6 billion in 2009 while
U.S. exports fell 18.3 percent.
Promising Signs of Export Recovery
as Exports To Asia Grow Strongly
• Among all regions, exports to Asia
had the strongest performance; exports
were valued at US$1.2 billion and gained
US$123 million (or 11 percent) between the
fourth quarters of 2008 and 2009. The state’s
exports to the Australia-Pacific region grew
26 percent to US$124 million.
• China (up 19 percent to US$363 million), Malaysia (up 184 percent to US$81
million) and Thailand (up 94 percent to
US$71 million) posted the largest gains in
export value among all countries for this
period. These gains helped to offset the
significant decline to the Philippines (down
51 percent to US$99 million).

• The state’s exports fell to US$957
million to the European Union, representing a drop of 22 percent during this period. Shrinking sales to Ireland (down 31
percent), the United Kingdom (down 26
percent), Belgium (down 23 percent) and
the Netherlands (down 28 percent) impacted
this overall trend the most.

Growth in Exports of Transportation
Equipment Helps to Offset Declines in
Other Industries
• Between the fourth quarters of 2008
and 2009, strong growth in sales of transportation equipment helped to bolster the
state’s exports in the face of heavy export
declines in computers and electronics and
machinery.
• The strong export gains of computers
and electronics products in Malaysia and
Thailand were welcome news given the
sharp declines to the Philippines (down 56
percent to US$83 million), Germany (down
28 percent to US$71 million), France (down
44 percent to US$29 million), and other
countries.
• Canada purchases almost 60 percent of
the state’s exports of transportation equip-

China: World’s Largest
Exporter Goes Lean
Paul Krier to speak at UCBC meeting on April 7

Lean is a system that develops people
and enables organizations to continuously improve through waste elimination.
Through a combination of education and
application employees work together to
develop processes which reduce the physical and mental stress of their daily work
while improving business performance and
customer value.
Paul Krier, Lean Champion for Cummins Power Generation Business Unit will
present China: World’s Largest Exporter
Goes Lean at the US-China Business Connections April meeting.
Utilizing Lean is a strategic advantage
for any company that is looking to maintain a long term relationship with China.
Employees are engaged in problem solving by focusing on customer and business
requirements. Lead times are reduced in the
office and manufacturing environment by
connecting individuals and processes to the
global customer and supply base. Flow of
information and materials are synchronized
by standardizing systems and tasks.

There are obstacles in implementing
Lean in China from both a cultural and
business perspective. The presentation will
focus on developing a Lean Culture in both
the office and operations environments and
how to overcome some of these obstacles.
The UCBC meeting will be held 7:30-9
a.m. at Minneapolis Community & Technical College, 1501 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis , MN 55403 in Room L-3000 in
the Wheelock Whitney Building (Library).
The meeting will begin with networking
and breakfast; the presentation by Krier
will begin after welcome and introductions.
There will be a question and answer session
following the presentation. There will also
be an opportunity for additional networking
after the meeting is adjourned.
This event is free for UCBC members
and college students. For all others, the fee
is US$25. To register for the meeting, e-mail
ucbcevent@gmail.com or call Jim Smith:
612-865-6543.

ment. With strong bursts of demand, Brazil
(up 198 percent to US$27 million, ranked
seventh in the fourth quarter of 2008) and
France (up 458 percent to US$22 million,
16th in the fourth quarter of 2008) jumped
to the second and third-largest markets,
respectively, for these products.

Mixed Trends in Medical Products
and Transportation Equipment Segments
• Medical products: Performances
among different medical product areas
were mixed: While exports of medical and
surgical instruments were stable during this
period, exports of orthopedic products and
other artificial body parts shrank 23 percent
to US$225 million, and fell particularly to
Ireland.
• Transportation Equipment: The state’s
exports of trucks jumped 187 percent, while
those of passenger vehicles fell 20 percent
between the fourth quarters of 2008 and
2009. Demand swings in Canada contributed largely to these trends. Sales of aircraft-
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is published by the American Public Health
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Patricia Warin, 202-777-2511 or e-mail

related parts decreased 12 percent to US$73
million, while sales of railway equipment
increased 534 percent to US$37 million.
• Computers, Related Electronics:
Weaker demand for computer components,
integrated circuits, and printed circuits
largely contributed to the overall downward
trend for these products.
• Machinery: Sharply reduced sales of
centrifuges and filters (particularly to the
United Kingdom and Spain), liquid-pumping machinery (particularly to Belgium),
and parts for lifting machinery contributed
the most to declining machinery exports
this quarter.

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics
is the most current resource available for
tracking the state’s manufactured export
trends and is prepared for the Minnesota
Trade Office (MTO) by the Department of
Employment and Economic Development’s
(DEED) Analysis and Evaluation Office
(Thu-Mai Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180). Past
issues may be viewed at www.exportminnesota.com/itradestats.htm and results
from manufacturing conditions surveys
are located at www.deed.state.mn.us/facts/
manufacturing.htm on DEED’s Web site.
Exports by state (and by North American
Industry Classification System industries)
are collected by the U.S. Department of
Commerce (USDOC) and are distributed by
the World Institute of Social and Economic
Research (WISER). Other export data based
on the Harmonized Tariff System (Schedule
B) are collected by the USDOC and distributed by the Global Trade Information
Services.

patricia.warin@apha.org
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China’s ethnic minorities

We continue our series on China’s 55 ethnic minority groups. This month features the She, Shui and Tajik ethnic minorities.
The She ethnic minority

Population: 634,700
Major area of distribution: Fujian, Zhejiang, Jiangxi and Guangdong
Language: She

The 634,700 Shes are scattered in
Zhejiang, Jiangxi, Jiangxi and Guangdong
provinces. They live in villages of several
dozen households or live along with Hans.
Most reside in hilly country [1,650 to 4,950
feet] high. Rivers have carved out their
valleys. The climate is mild and humid,
the frost season brief, and the land fertile.
Agricultural products abound: rice, sweet
potatoes, wheat, rape, beans, tobacco and
potatoes are just a few.
Timber and bamboo are important commercial commodities for the Shes; other
native produce include tea, oil tea, dried
and cured bamboo shoots, peanuts, ramie,
mushroom, camphor and medicinal herbs.
Mineral resources include coal, iron, gold,
copper, alum, graphite, sulfur, talcum, mica
and many other non-ferrous metals.
The She language is very close to the
Hakka dialect of the Hans, and most Shes
speak Chinese instead of their ethnic tongue;
a few Guangdong Shes speak a language
similar to the Miao.

How the Shes Live

Shes like to sing. They sing in the fields
as well as on special festival occasions, and
every year Shes participate in several singing festivals. Shes like to sing duets, but they
sing alone as well.
Women wear clothes with flowers,
birds and geometric embroidery. Often they
wear bright-colored sashes or bamboo hats,
decorated with pearls and trimmed with
white or red silk lace. Lace is also used to
trim clothing.
In some areas, women wear shorts

year-round. When they do so, they wrap
their legs and wear colorful waist sashes
and jackets with lace. They coil their hair
on top of the heads and tie it with red wool
thread. On her wedding day, a She bride
will wear a phoenix coronet held in place
by silver hairpins.
The She families are organized by “ancestral temples” together with people of the
same surname or clan. Each such temple has
a chief responsible for settling internal disputes, administering public affairs and presiding over sacrificial ceremonies. Within
each temple are the “fangs,” under which
blood-related groups live together.
The basic living and production unit
remains the patriarchal family, led by the
eldest man. Still, She women enjoy a higher
status than their Han sisters. In fact, She
men often live with their wives’ families
and adopt their surnames.
Today, She marital customs are much
like those of the Hans. But under pre-1949
feudal conditions, parent-arranged marriages were common, as were outright
sales of daughters. Brides’ dowries usually
included farm tools, bamboo hats and rain
capes. The wedding ceremony was simple.
The groom would go to the home of the
bride’s family for a feast. Finding the table
empty, he would sing out what he wanted,
calling for chopsticks, wine and traditional
wedding food. At the end of the banquet,
he would sing again, this time ordering the
dishes to be removed. The cook, in turn,
would return his songs with melodies of
his own. The newlyweds would say prayers
to their ancestors and bid farewell to the
bride’s relatives. With the groom in front,
they would walk to his family’s home, each
holding an umbrella and singing in echo.
The groom’s parents would welcome them
at the front door, completing the wedding
ceremony.
As the feudal landlord system evolved,
parents and matchmakers became more important in making “correct” marriages; bride
prices became exorbitant, and the poorest
peasants were unable to afford marriage.
Because of so many pre-arranged, loveless
marriages, folk singing gatherings became
a means for people to spend time with their
lovers -- in defiance of the feudal marriage
system.
Centuries ago, Shes cremated their
dead, but by the 1940s earth burial was
common.
Like Hans, Shes celebrate the Spring
Festival, Lantern Festival, Pure Brightness
Festival (in memory of the dead), Dragon
Boat-Racing Festival, Moon Festival and
the Double-Ninth Festival. In addition,
the third day of the third lunar month is a
holiday on which no work is done. Ancestor
worship is the center of another festival on
the eighth day of the fourth lunar month.
Sacrifices are offered to the “Duobei King”
in October, and people have a day off on the
19th of the second lunar month to mark the
Buddha’s attainment of Nirvana.
Traditionally, every clan was symbolized by a dragon-headed stick, a sign of
the Shes’ totemic beliefs. Moreover, Shes
used to trace their ancestry to a legendary
“Panhu,” who helped an emperor put down
a rebellion and won the love of his princess.
Legend has it that Panhu and the princess
had three sons and a daughter, who became
the ancestors of the Shes. Shes used to worship a painting of their legendary ancestors
and make sacrificial offerings to them every

three years.
Until education became widespread
after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, Shes believed in ghosts and
spirits. […]

History

Scholars disagree about the true origins
of the Shes. Are they descendants of the ancient Yues? Do they share common ancestry
with the Yaos? Most believe that the Shes’
ancestors originally lived in the Phoenix
Mountains in Chaozhou, Guangdong Province. They left their native place to escape
the oppression of their feudal rulers. That’s
why they called themselves “guests from
the mountains.”
In their new homes, the Shes were ruled
by the central government for the first time
in the 7th century, when the Tang court
organized prefectures in Zhangzhou and
Tingzhou in Fujian Province. Feudal patterns among the Shes were well established
by the Song Dynasty (960-1279). At that
time, the Shes were planters of rice, tea,
sugar cane and ramie.
By the 14th century, many Shes had
migrated into the mountain areas in eastern
Fujian, southern Zhejiang and northeastern Jiangxi. Although they worked hard
alongside Hans, many were impoverished
by feudal lords who seized large tracts of
land. Others had to work as hired laborers, or
fled to find a living. The situation improved
under the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). Some
prosperous Shes were picked to govern the
rest in the interests of the Ming court.
Throughout history, the Shes struggled
against exploitation and oppression imposed
by their rulers. During the First Revolutionary Civil War (1924-27), She peasants
in eastern Guangdong organized to fight
landlords, and similar uprisings sprang up
in Fujian and Zhejiang provinces. Revolutionary activities exploded in eastern Fujian
during the Agrarian Revolution (1927-37),
and most of the She areas were under the
worker-peasant democratic power. The Shes
made great contributions to the Anti-Japanese struggle (1937-45) and in the struggle
against the Kuomintang. Most She areas
were revolutionary bases during the war for
China’s liberation in 1949.

The Shui ethnic minority

Population: 347,100
Major area of distribution: Guizhou and
Guangxi
Language: Shui
Religion: Polytheism

There are in China 286,500 Shuis,
the majority of whom dwell on the upper
reaches of the Longjiang and Duliu rivers
that meander across plains and rolling land
interspersed with vast expanses of forests

in southern Guizhou Province. They live in
compact communities in the Sandu Shui Autonomous County and in Libo, Dushan and
other counties. Some Shuis have their homes
in the northwestern part of the Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region.
The areas in which the Shuis live are a
land of plenty, abounding in fish and rice.
Wheat, rape, ramie are also grown besides
a great variety of citrus and other fruits. The
forests are a source of timber and medicinal herbs. The Duliu and other rivers teem
with fish.
The Shui language belongs to the
Zhuang-Dong branch of the Chinese-Tibetan
language family. The Shuis used to have an
archaic writing script. Some of their words
were pictographs, while others resembled
Chinese characters written upside down.
Except for scores of these ancient words
that are still used for religious purposes, the
Shuis use Chinese in their daily lives.
The Shuis boast a treasure house of colorful oral literature and art. Their literature
includes poetry, legends, fairy tales and
fables. Among the various forms, poetry,
which consists of long narrative poems
and extemporaneous ballads, are generally
considered the most prominent.
Stories and fables in prose style praise
the diligence, bravery, wisdom and love
of the Shui ethnic group and satirize the
stupidity of feudal rulers. With rich content
and vivid plots Shui tales are usually highly
romantic.
Their songs, which are usually sung
without the accompaniment of musical
instruments, fall into two categories. The
“grand songs” are sung while they work,
whereas the “wine songs” are meant for
wedding feasts or funerals.

The Shui people are good dancers.
“Lusheng Dance” and “Copper Drum
Dance” are the most popular dances enjoyed
by all on festive occasions. Traditional musical instruments include gongs, drums, lusheng, huqin and suona horns. The Shui people
make beautiful handicrafts -- embroideries,
batiks, paper cuts and woodcarvings.

Life Style

The Shuis usually dress in black and
blue. Men have long gowns and black
turbans, and women wear collarless blue
blouses, black trousers and aprons, all of
which are embroidered. On festival occasions, the females put on skirts and a variety
of silver earrings, necklaces and bracelets.
They usually wear their hair in buns.
Shui diets consist of rice and fish,
supplemented with corn, barley, wheat and
sweet potatoes. A kind of liquor made of rice
goes to entertain guests or is offered to dead
ancestors at sacrificial ceremonies.
A Shui house is either a one-storied affair or a two-storied building. Dwellers of
two-storied houses usually live upstairs and
reserve the ground floor for livestock, dogs
and chickens.
Monogamy is practiced. Young people
Minorities continues on Page14
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had the freedom to choose their spouses
three centuries ago. Such freedom came to
an end with the growth of the feudal economy, and children of rich landed families
could only marry those of wealthy ones, and
marriage was arranged by parents.
On [the] wedding day, the groom’s family sent some unmarried men to escort the
bride home. The bride walked all the way to
her husband’s home under an umbrella and
returned to her parent’s home on the same
day or the day after. The bride, as a rule,
did not live very often with her husband
until six months after marriage. Such feudal
ways as parental arrangement of children’s
marriages and extortion of big payments by
parents of brides from the grooms’ families
have ceased to exist following the establishment of the People’s Republic in 1949.
Shui funerals used to be extremely
elaborate. Livestock were killed as sacrificial offerings to the dead. Singing, dancing
and performance of local operas went on
and on until an auspicious day was found
to bury the dead. Such funerals have been
simplified in the post-1949 years.
The Shuis are believers of polytheism. In
former days a shaman would be employed
to say prayers and animals slaughtered to be
offered to evil spirits when someone fell ill
or died or when something bad happened.
Catholicism that came to the area in the
late Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) won very
few converts.
The Shuis have a calendar of their own
which takes the ninth lunar month as the
beginning of a new year, and their biggest
festival is the “duan” holiday which is celebrated with great pomp after the autumn
harvest at the beginning of the 11th lunar
month every year. Garbed in their colorful
costumes, the Shuis gather in their village
to watch horse races and plays, and to feast
for days on end.

History

The Shuis are probably the descendants
of the Luoyues, one of the early tribes that
lived along China’s southeastern coast before the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D. 24).
They adopted their present name at the end
of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).
In the Song Dynasty (960-1279) villages
were formed and rice growing began. By the
end of the Song, the Shuis had entered the
early stage of feudalism. The nobles bearing
the surname of Meng initiated in the upper
reaches of the Longjiang River a feudal
system which bore the distinctive vestiges
of the communal village. The Yuan rulers
(1271-1368) established local governments
at the prefectural level in an attempt to appease the ethnic groups. The Ming period
witnessed a marked economic growth in
Shui communities. The introduction of improved farm tools made it possible for farmers to open up paddy fields on flatland and
terraced fields on mountain slopes….”[S]
lash and burn” farming gave way to more
advanced agriculture characterized by the
use of irrigation and draught animals. As a
result, grain output increased remarkably.
The Ming imperial court followed the
preceding dynasty’s practice of appointing
hereditary Shui headmen. Under this system, the Shuis had to pay taxes to and do
corvee for these court-appointed headmen
as well as for the imperial court.
During the two centuries between 1640
and 1840 the Shui economy continued to develop. Farm production registered a marked
increase, with per hectare yield of rice on
flatland reaching 4,950 pounds. Some quit
farming and became handicraftsmen.
After the Revolution of 1911, national

capitalism gained some ground in the area.
In what is now the Sandu Shui Autonomous
County, iron mines and plants processing
iron, mercury and antimony were set up, but
later they were either taken over by Kuomintang monopolist capital or went bankrupt.
The comprador capitalists plundered the
rich natural resources, while big landowners
annexed large areas of farmland. Ruthless
exploitation through usury, hired labor and
high land rent robbed farmers of 60 to 70
percent of their crops, thus ruining a great
many farmers.

Changes After 1949

The founding of New China brought a
revival and further growth in production.
During the land reform in the early 50’s,
full respect for Shui customs was emphasized and public land was reserved for
festive horseracing and dancing. In 1957
the Sandu Shui Autonomous County was
established.
Formerly only 13 percent of the arable
land was irrigated. Now thousands of water
conservancy facilities have been built to
bring most arable land under irrigation.
Abundant mineral resources have been
found and mined. Today local industries
include chemical fertilizer, coalmining,
farm machinery, sulfur, casting, sugar refining, winemaking and ceramics. Handicraft
industries such as ironwork, masonry, silver

and Pishan. The Tajiks in Taxkorgan live
alongside Uygurs, Kirgizs, Xibes and
Hans.
Taxkorgan is perched at the highest
part of the Pamirs. The world’s second
highest peak, Mount Qogir, towers in
the south, and in the north stands Mount
Muztagata, “the father of ice peaks.” In
addition, several dozen perennially snowcapped mountains, [16,500 to 19,800 feet]
above sea level, dot the [10,000-squaremile] county. For centuries, the Tajiks
have been engaged in animal husbandry
and farming by making use of the luxuriant
pasturage and abundant water resources.
Every spring, they sow highland barley,
pea, wheat and other cold-resistant crops.
They drive their herds to highland grazing

“Over the centuries, the Tajiks have adapted their dressing, eating and living habits to the highland conditions.”
jewelry, carpentry, textiles, papermaking,
bamboo articles have also developed.
In the past, transportation was very
difficult in this mountainous area, with
only one [10.5-mile] highway traversing
the county. Now all the seven districts in
the county are connected by highways or
waterways, and many towns and factories
have bus services. The Hunan-Guizhou and
Guizhou-Guangxi railways have further
facilitated the interflow of commodities
between the Shui community and other areas
and strengthened ties between the Shui and
other ethnic groups.
Before 1949 there were few schools in
the area. By 1981, apart from 10 secondary
schools and 145 primary schools with a total
enrolment of 27,700, there was one ethnic
minority school and one ethnic minority
teachers’ school. Officials of the Shui people
now number over 1,000, or over 30 percent
of the county’s total administrative staff.
In the past malaria was rampant in the
area with an 80 percent incidence rate,
but the only medical facility was a small
hospital with three medical workers. After
1949 a large number of clinics and hospitals
were set up. Thanks to the persistent efforts
in the past years, malaria has been brought
under control.

The Tajik ethnic minority

Population: 33,200
Major area of distribution: Xinjiang
Language: Tajik
Religion: Islam
Standing at China’s west gate in the
eastern part of the Pamirs on the “roof of the
world” is the Taxkorgan Tajik Autonomous
County in Xinjiang, a town built up since
1950s. It is the place where the ancient Tajik ethnic group has lived generation after
generation. Most of the 26,500 Tajiks live
in compact communities in Taxkorgan, and
the rest are scattered over areas in southern
Xinjiang, including Shache, Zepu, Yecheng

grounds in early summer, return to harvest
the crops in autumn and then spend winter
at home, leading a semi-nomadic life.

Customs

Over the centuries, the Tajiks have
adapted their dressing, eating and living
habits to the highland conditions. Men
wear collarless long jackets with belts,
on top of which they add sheepskin
overcoats in cold weather. They wear tall
lambskin hats lined with black velvet and
decorated with lines of embroidery. The
flaps can be turned down to protect ears
and cheeks from wind and snow. Women
wear dresses. Married women wear back
aprons, and their embroidered cottonpadded hats also have back flaps. Women
usually tie a white square towel on top of
their hats when they go out, but brides like
red ones. Both men and women wear felt
stockings, long soft sheepskin boots with
yak skin soles, which, light and durable,
are suitable for walking mountain paths.
The Tajik herdsmen enjoy butter, sour
milk, and other dairy products, and regard
meat as a delicacy. It is a taboo to eat pork
and the flesh of animals which died of
natural causes.
Most Tajik houses are square and flatroofed structures of wood and stone with
solid and thick walls of rock and sod.
Ceilings, with skylights in the center for
light and ventilation, are built with twigs
on which clay mixed with straw is plastered. Doors, usually at corners, face east.
Since the high plateau is often assailed by
snowstorms, the rooms are spacious but
low. Adobe beds that can be heated are
built along the walls and covered with felt.
Senior family members, guests and juniors
sleep on different sides of the same room.
When herdsmen graze their herds in the
mountains, they usually live in felt tents
or mud huts.
In most cases, three generations of
a Tajik family live under the same roof.
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The male parent is the master of the family.
Women have no right to inherit property and
are under the strict control of their fatherin-law and husband. In the past, the Tajiks
seldom had intermarriages with other ethnic
groups. Such marriages, if any, were confined
to those with Uygurs and Kirgizs. Marriages
were completely decided by the parents. Except for siblings, people could marry anyone
regardless of seniority and kinship. Therefore
marriages between cousins were very common. After the young couple was engaged,
the boy’s family had to present betrothal gifts
such as gold, silver, animals and clothes to the
girl’s family. All relatives and friends were
invited to the wedding ceremony.
Accompanied by his friends, the groom
went to the bride’s home, where a religious
priest presided over the nuptial ceremony.
He first sprayed some flour on the groom
and bride, and then asked them to exchange
rings tied with strips of red and white cloth,
eat some meat and pancake from the same
bowl and drink water from the same cup, an
indication that they would from that time on
live together all their lives. The following
day, escorted by a band, the newlyweds rode
on horseback to the groom’s home, where
further celebrations were held. The festivities
would last three days until the bride removed
her veil.
Childbirth is a major event for the Tajiks.
When a boy is born, three shots will be fired
or three loud cheers shouted to wish him
good health and a promising future; a broom
will be placed under the pillow of a newborn
girl in the hope that she will become a good
housewife. Relatives and friends will come to
offer congratulations and spray flour on the
baby to express their auspicious wishes.
The Tajik people pay great attention to etiquette. Juniors must greet seniors and, when
relatives and friends meet, they will shake
hands and the men will pat each other’s beard.
Even when strangers meet on the road, they
will greet each by putting the thumbs together
and saying “May I help you?” For saluting,
men will bow with the right hand on the chest
and women will bow with both hands on the
bosom. Guests visiting a Tajik family must not
stamp on salt or food, nor drive through the
host’s flocks on horseback, or get near to his

sheep pens, or kick his sheep, all of which are
considered to be very impolite. When dining
at the host’s, the guests must not drop leftovers
on the ground and must remain in their seats
until the table is cleaned. It would be a breach
of etiquette to take off the hat while talking
to others, unless an extremely grave problem
is being discussed.
The Tajik spring festival, which falls in
March, marks the beginning of a new year,
which is the most important occasion for the
Tajik people. Every family will clean up their
home and paint beautiful patterns on the walls
as a symbol of good luck for both people and
heads. Early on the morning of the festival,
members of the family will lead a yak into
the main room of the house, make it walk in
a circle, spray some flour on it, give it some
pancake and then lead it out. After that, the
head of the village will go around to bring
greetings to each household and wish them
Minorities continues on Page15
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a bumper harvest. Then families will exchange visits and festival greetings. Women
in their holiday best, standing at the door,
will spray flour on the left shoulder of guests
to wish them happiness.
The beginning of the Fasting Month
marks the end of a year. On this day, every
family will make torches coated with butter. At dusk, the family members will get
together, have a roll call and each will light
a torch. The whole family will sit around
the torches and enjoy their festive dinner
after saying their prayers. At night, every
household will light a big torch tied to a
long pole and planted on the roof. Men and
women, young and old, will dance and sing
through the night under the bright light of
the torches. The Islamic Corban festival is
another important occasion for the Tajik
people.
As a result of frequent exchanges with
other nationalities, many Tajiks also speak
the Uygur and Kirgiz languages and generally use the Uygur script for writing.

History

The origin of the Tajik ethnic group can
be traced to tribes speaking eastern Iranian
who had settled in the eastern part of the
Pamirs more than twenty centuries ago. In
the 11th century, the nomadic Turkic tribes
called those people “Tajiks” who lived in
Central Asia, spoke Iranian and believed in
Islam. That is how “Tajik” came to be the
name of the ethnic group inhabiting this
area. So, the Tajik people who had lived in
various areas of Xinjiang and those who had
moved from the western Pamirs to settle in
Taxkorgan at different times were ancestors of the present-day Tajik ethnic group
in China.
The ancient tomb of Xiang Bao Bao,
found through archaeological excavation in
recent years in Taxkorgan, is a cultural relic
ever discovered in the westernmost part of
the country. Many burial objects found in

this 3,000-year-old tomb and funeral rites
they revealed show that the Tajik ethnic
group has been a member of the big family of ethnic groups in China since ancient
times.
In the late 18th century, Tsarist Russia
took advantage of the turmoil in southern
Xinjiang to occupy Ili and intensified its
scheme to take control the Pamirs of China
by repeatedly sending in “expeditions” to
pave the way for armed expansion there.
In 1895, Britain and Russia made a private
deal to dismember the Pamirs and attempted
to capture Puli. Together with the garrison
troops, the Tajik people defended the border
and fought for the territorial integrity of the
country. At the same time, Tajik herdsmen
volunteered to move to areas south of Puli,
where they settled for land reclamation
and animal husbandry while guarding the
frontiers.

Social System Before 1949

The Tajik people were mainly engaged
in animal husbandry and farming, but productivity was very low, unable to provide
enough animal by-products in exchange for
grain, tea, cloth and other necessities. The
economic polarization resulting from heavy
feudal oppression was best illustrated by
the distribution of the means of production.
The majority of the Tajik herdsmen owned
very small herds, so that they were unable
to maintain even the lowest standard of living, and still others had none at all. A small
number of rich herdsmen not only owned
numerous yaks, camels, horses and sheep,
but held by force vast tracts of pasturage and
fertile farmland.
In the Tajik areas, the chief means of
exploitation used by rich herd owners was
hiring laborers, who received only one sheep
and one lamb as pay for tending 100 sheep
over a period of six months. The pay for
tending 200 sheep for the herd owner for
one year was just the wool and milk from 20
ewes. Herd owners also extorted free service
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from poor herdsmen through the tradition of
“mutual assistance within the clan.”
Tajik peasants in Shache, Zepu, Yecheng and other farming areas were cruelly
exploited by the landlords. In those areas,
“gang farming” was a major way of exploitation. Besides paying rent in kind that took
up two-thirds of their total output, tenants
had to work without pay on plots managed
by the landlords themselves every year,
and even the peasants’ wives and daughters
had to work for the landlords. There was
practically no difference between tenants
and serfs except that the former had a bit of
personal freedom.
There were all kinds of taxes and levies
in both pastoral and rural areas. Especially
during the 1947-1949 period, the Tajik
herdsmen in Taxkorgan were forced to hand
in more than 3,000 sheep and 500 tons of
forage and firewood a year to the reactionary
government. Poverty-stricken under heavy
exploitation, the Tajik people were unable
to make a decent living, and widespread
diseases reduced their population to just
about 7,000 when Xinjiang was liberated
in December 1949.

Development after 1950

In 1954, the Taxkorgan Tajik Autonomous County was founded on the basis of
the former Puli County where the Tajik ethnic group lived in compact communities.
At the time of China’s national liberation
in 1949, Taxkorgan had only 27,000 animals,
two per capita of the total population in the
county; total grain output was 850 tons, [121
pounds] per capita. Since 1959, the county
has been self-sufficient in grain and fodder
and able to deliver a large number of animals and quantities of furs and wool to the
state each year. Several hundred hectares of
new pasture and grassland have been added
in recent years. There was no factory or
workshop in Taxkorgan before 1949, and
even horseshoes had to come from other
places. Now more than 10 small factories

Census Bureau conducts historic
campaign to encourage Asian
participation in 2010 Census
With advertisements in 13 Asian languages and promotional materials in many
more, the Census Bureau [Mar. 11] provided
an overview of the historic campaign it is
conducting to encourage all members of the
Asian community to fill out and mail back
their 2010 Census forms.
“The Census Bureau’s Asian campaign
is historic and multifaceted,” said Paul Watanabe, a member of the Census Bureau’s
Asian Advisory Committee. “Not only are
there more materials available in more Asian
languages than in any previous census, but
all materials are created in consultation with
relevant Asian community leaders to ensure
cultural and language relevancy.”
Outreach efforts targeting the Asian
community include the following:
* Advertisements in 13 Asian languages,
including 24 television spots, 62 radio spots
and 46 print advertisements. This is first
known advertising campaign to produce
such a wide range of customized, targeted,
in-language advertisements featuring actors
from each Asian community.
* Staff from a wide range of Asian cultures who speak the language and understand

their community’s
unique concerns.
* Partnerships
with local Asian
community organizations, such as
the Asian American
Justice Center (AAJC) in Washington, D.C.
and the Korean Churches for Community
Development (KCCD) in Los Angeles.
* Asian media briefings in key cities to
provide an overview of the 2010 Census and
updates on regional activities related to the
2010 Census.
* A confidentiality campaign, designed
to educate communities that the census is
safe and that all data collected will be kept
completely confidential.
* ‘Portrait of America’ Road Tour
participation in different Asian parades,
festivals and community events, such as
the Chinese New Year Parade and Festival
in San Francisco.
The official 2010 Census form is available in six languages, including simplified
Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese. Language
assistance guides, intended to help Asian

community members fill out their census
questionnaires, are available in a total of 59
languages, including Chinese (traditional),
Japanese, Laotian, Thai, Khmer/Cambodian, Hmong, Burmese, Nepali, Gujarati,
Malayalam, Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Tamil,
Bengali and Telugu. More than 30,000
questionnaire assistance centers throughout
the country, including many in Asian communities, will help members of the public fill
in their forms, and toll-free in-language lines
will be made available to the public.
“It is vital that all Asians in the U.S.
participate in the Census so that our voices
can be heard,” Watanabe said. “Filling out
and mailing back your 2010 Census form
is one of the most important things we can
do as a community. The questions on the
form are basic, your responses are strictly
confidential, and the data the census produces will help determine congressional
representation and how more than US$400
billion in federal dollars are distributed to
communities every year.”
For more information about the 2010
Census, please visit www.2010census.gov.



and handicraft workshops have been built,
such as farm and animal husbandry machine
factories, hydroelectric power stations and
fur processing mills. Mechanization of farming and animal husbandry has expanded.
Veterinary stations have been built in most
communities. Tajiks have been trained as
veterinarians and agro-technicians. Tractors
are being used in more than half of the land
in the county. One breed of sheep developed
by the Tajik herdsmen is among the best in
Xinjiang.
Taxkorgan was a backward, out-of-theway area before 1949, when it would take
a fortnight by riding a camel or a week
on horseback to reach Kashi, the biggest
city in southern Xinjiang. In 1958, the
Kashi-Taxkorgan Highway was completed,
shortening the trip between the two places
to one day.
In the town of Taxkorgan, the county
seat, which is perched right on top of the
Pamirs, wide streets link shops, the hospital,
schools, the post office, bank, bookstore,
meteorological station and other new buildings in traditional architectural style and
factories under construction. Great changes
have also taken place in many mountain
hamlets, where shops and clinics have been
built. The herdsmen and peasants are enjoying good health with the improvement of
living conditions and medical care. Since
1959, schools have been set up in all villages, and roaming tent schools have been
run for herdsmen’s children. Many young
Tajiks have been trained as workers, technicians, doctors and teachers.
The Tajik people’s living standards have
improved considerably with the steady
growth of the local economy. A growing
number of herdsman households have
bought radios and TV sets.
Source: People’s Daily Online
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/

Sky from Page 3
Jana McBurney-Lin is working
on the sequel to My Half of the Sky
and so leaves the reader ready for the
continued saga by closing with this
passage:
I hurried down the hall, begging
Madame Paper Cutter’s phoenix to
give me energy. To let me fly. Voices
surrounded me. “Come home.”
“Your father will meet you at the
airport.” “I’ll be waiting,” “Come
home.” But I couldn’t return to the
clutches of Father. I couldn’t return
to the village. I saw that clearly now.
No life existed for me back there. No
job. No baby. No lover. Nothing.
Chairman Mao Ze Dong had said
women hold up half the sky. But with
all respect, he was wrong. I couldn’t
hold up any of the sky in my village.
With my family.
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