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Shanghai Expo 2010 a success

South entrance of Expo 2010 Shanghai

T

he penultimate meeting of the
Steering Committee of Commissioners General for Shanghai
Expo 2010 took place on Oct. 21. In addition to discussing the logistics of closing
the Expo, the organizers of Shanghai Expo
2010 were congratulated by Hiroshi Tsukamoto, chairman of the Steering Committee
of Commissioners General for Expo 2010
and commissioner general of Japan, for the
success of the Expo, which is the largestever World Expo in terms of size, number
of events, and number of visitors.
Shanghai Expo 2010 was held for six
months from May 1 to Oct. 31. Organizers
expected 70 million visitors.
As of 1 p.m. on Oct. 24, a
week before its close, the
Expo had welcomed over
70.2 million guests.
The Expo site spans both
sides of the Huangpu River,
a tributary of the Yangtze,
and covers 3.3 square miles.
Hundreds of events took
Group
Admission place during the six-month
Expo and 192 nations parTicket

general.
Inside the USA Pavilion is a special
photo wall exhibit, "The Chinese in America
- We are Family." The exhibit includes over
10,000 photos of Americans of Chinese descent. It was created by The Committee of
100, which encouraged Chinese Americans
to submit their photos online. More than 9
million people visited its Web site (www.
jointhewall.org). The exhibit was created to
“demonstrate America’s unique strengths as
a nation embracing diversity” and to show
Photo by: Cesarexpo
“collective pride” in Chinese Americans’
Chinese heritage and achievements in
ticipated.
According to the official Expo Web site America. More than 5 million Expo visitors
(http://en.expo2010.cn), the theme of the have viewed the photo wall.
(Founded in 1990, the Committee of 100
Expo, “Better City, Better Life”, represents
is
a
group of prominent Chinese Americans
“the common wish of the whole humanwith
the mission to “pool their strengths and
kind for a better living in future urban
experience to adenvironments”
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and sustainable
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Culture
Center
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about
the
192
parvilion welcomed
ticipating
countries
its 7 millionth
visitor, Fang Shixiong from Hangzhou, at and efforts to create a better future, Shanghai
noon on Oct. 23. Fang received a thank Expo 2010 was ultimately a showcase for
you letter and a special commemorative pin China. As with the Beijing Olympics in
bearing the signatures of Barack Obama and 2008, China performed on the international
Hillary Rodham Clinton and made under the stage and received critical acclaim for its
authorization of United States Department momentous accomplishment. 
of State. The gifts were presented by José
All Shanghai Expo 2010 photos from
H. Villarreal, USA Pavilion commissioner
Wikimedia Commons.
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announcements

Publisher’s Pronouncements

ChinaInsight
is seeking

Greetings:
As many of you know, CHINAInsight has partnered with the Chinese Heritage
Foundation (CHF) since 2007 in the presentation of the annual A Passage to China
event which has been phenomenally successful and universally accepted not only
by the Chinese population, but also by the greater Twin Cities community. CHF
Friends, the activities arm of CHF that administers this event, announced, in last
month’s issue of CHINAInsight, that it is launching a new membership program to
organize activities that are member oriented. The CHF Fund, an endowed fund at
The Minneapolis Foundation, will continue to focus on grant making. Donors may
choose to donate specifically to the CHF Fund to support its grant making efforts, or
to become a member of CHF Friends to support its activities, or participate in both.
Rest assured that CHF and CHF Friends are both inclusive organizations open to
interested people of all ages and ethnicities. There is no distinction between insiders or outsiders within the Chinese Heritage Foundation. Even as an American-born
Chinese, I have been warmly welcomed and am honored that I was elected to serve
as Chair of the CHF Friends Board. We welcome your support and invite you to
consider the application on page 15 and the CHF Open House article on page 16.
Also, we direct the attention of our Chinese language educators and school administrators to a call for papers announcement on page 4 along with our invitation
to submit a listing of their Chinese language program to be included in a list we
are updating and will publish at a later date.
We also wish to extend our condolences to our colleague and fellow staff member
Anthony Yim Fei-wa James on the recent passing of his father Charles Yim
Chiu-hong James.
As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, all of us at CHINAInsight, despite the
dismal outlook for the economy along with a few other situations that may affect
our lives, nevertheless want to wish you and your families a great Thanksgiving
holiday. Also, since we will not be publishing a separate December edition extend
our sincere wishes for a meaningful holiday season and a healthy and prosperous
new year.
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Pete Rouse named Obama’s Interim Chief of Staff

President Barack Obama talks with
Senior Advisor Pete Rouse in the Oval
Office, Dec. 9, 2009. (Official White
House Photo by Pete Souza)
With the departure of Rahm Emanuel
as White House Chief of Staff, President
Obama has chosen Pete Rouse as Interim
Chief of Staff. Rouse is one of Obama’s
senior advisors. He has served as chief
of staff to members of the United States
Congress for more than thirty years. Rouse
is known as the "101st Senator" for his extensive knowledge of Congress. He became
Obama’s chief of staff in the Senate in 2004

prior to which he was chief of staff to former
Senate Democratic Leader Tom Daschle
(D-SD) for 19 years. He also served as chief
of staff to then-Rep. Dick Durbin of Illinois
(1984-85) and Lt. Governor Terry Miller of
Alaska (1979-83).
Rouse received a B.A. from Colby College, an M.A. from the London School of
Economics, and an M.P.A. from Harvard
University's John F. Kennedy School of
Government.
Obama has said that Rouse is “known
as a skillful problem-solver” and is one of
his “closest and most essential advisors.”
Aside from Rouse’s political acumen,
Asian Americans are pleased with the pick
for another reason: his mother, Mary, is the
daughter of Japanese immigrants.
Goro (George) Mikami emigrated from
Japan in 1885. He returned to Japan in 1910
to wed Mine Morioka and they returned to
the United States together in 1911. Their
daughter Mary was the oldest of their four
children.
In an article on Rouse’s connection to
Alaska in the Anchorage Daily News, Tom

Kizzia wrote, “Mary [Mikami], entered
school speaking only Japanese and went
on to become valedictorian at Anchorage
High School. In 1934, Mary graduated with
honors from the Alaska Agricultural College
and School of Mines in Fairbanks (the year
before it became the University of Alaska),
then moved on to Yale, where she earned a
Ph.D. and met her husband, Irving Rouse.”
The elder Mikamis retired to California
before World War II and were sent to a
Japanese interment camp in Arizona during the War.
In his Asian culture and politics blog,
Original Spin, Jeff Yang wrote, “While
Rouse has not emphasized his Asian American roots during his political career, neither
has he denied them — and given that his
mother grew up speaking only Japanese,
and his maternal grandparents were interned
during [World War II], he certainly has
critical narratives of the Asian American
experience deeply embedded in his personal
history.”
In her blog ReAppropriate, Jenn Fang
wrote, “I think it’s pretty dang cool to see

so many Asian Americans breaking through
the political glass ceiling in Washington.”
Rouse is the fourth Asian American
in Obama’s Cabinet. The others are Gary
Locke, Secretary of Commerce; Steven Chu
Secretary of Energy; and Gen. Eric Shinseki,
Secretary of Veteran Affairs. 

http://medagala.net
2010 Emcee

Judge Tony N. Leung

When: November 15, 2010
Where: Minneapolis Convention Center
Time: 5:30 p.m. to Midnight
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Purchase Tickets & Tables online at

http://medagala.net/tickets.html
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ABOUT
MEDA
The Metropolitan
Economic Development
Association (MEDA) was
founded in 1971 by visionary
business leaders in the Twin Cities
as a way to bridge the racial and economic
gap by providing business development
programs and services to entrepreneurs of color.
In its history, MEDA has served more than 17,500
clients and started 445 growing businesses.

* Fortune Tree
* Calligraphers
* Tai Chi
* Ha Family Performance
* Music Performance by R Factor
* Koi Pond

The MEDA Gala
The MEDA Gala began in 1985.
Each November, we host this
black-tie benefit dinner and auction
to honor our clients’ achievements.
The MEDA Gala has become the
premier benefit and networking
event for entrepreneurs of color in
the Twin Cities.

The MEDA Gala has been
awarded the ISES award in
2008 and 2009!

CORPORATE
SPONSORS

Target

Presenting:

Platinum: US

Bank

Gold: 3M, Best Buy, Medtronic,
Wells Fargo, Thompson Reuters
MBE SPONSORS
Emerald: Ajasa, IPSI,

Shaw-Lundquist Associates, Inc., Thermotech
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“Expanding Horizons” in the education
of language teachers
Call for papers by the Seventh International Conference on Language
Teacher Education
Expanding Our Horizons: The Seventh
International Conference on Language
Teacher Education will be held May 19–21,
2011 at the Radisson University Hotel in
Minneapolis, Minn. The conference is currently seeking papers and symposia on all
aspects of the education and professional
development of language teachers. The
deadline for submission of proposals for
papers and symposia is Dec. 15, 2010.
The Conference on Language Teacher
Education will address the education of
teachers of all languages, at all levels, and
in all contexts, including: English as a
Second or Foreign Language (ESL/EFL)
instruction; foreign/modern/world language
teaching; bilingual education; immersion
education; indigenous and minority language education; and the teaching of less
commonly taught languages.
At the conference, language teacher
educators from these many contexts can
come together to discuss and share research,
theory, and best practices. The conference
aims to be a venue in which language

teacher educators can initiate and sustain
meaningful professional dialogue across
languages, levels, and settings.
The conference will focus on the following four broad themes: The Knowledge Base
of Language Teacher Education; Social,
Cultural, and Political Contexts of Language
Teacher Education; Collaborations in Language Teacher Education; and Processes of
Language Teacher Education.
Papers and symposia may report on
data-based research, theoretical and conceptual analyses, or best practices in language
teacher education.
The full “Call for Papers”, including
more information about the conference and
online submission instructions, can be found
at http://www.carla.umn.edu/conferences/
lte2011/call.html. Questions can be directed
to the Center for Advanced Research on
Language Acquisition (CARLA) at the
University of Minnesota by e-mail at carla@
umn.edu or by phone at 612-626-8600.
Information about CARLA can be found at
www.carla.umn.edu. 

CHINAInsight calls for local Chinese
language education information
As a service to the community,
CHINAInsight is pleased to maintain a
listing of schools teaching Chinese in Minnesota and to assist us in this project we ask
Chinese language educators to provide us
with information about Chinese language
education at all levels and in all contexts.
This includes any Chinese language education from preschool to college; immersion
to adult education.
In order to share the most up-to-date
information with the community, we ask that

educators from Chinese language programs
that were included in the previous list (in
2008) submit the most current information
about their programs.
You may fill out the following form and
mail it to:
CHINAInsight
Chinese Language Education
6520 South Bay Drive
Minnetrista, MN 55331
This information can also be sent by
e-mail to jnordin@chinainsight.info. 

www.chinainsight.info

“That Girl In Yellow Boots” to open
Minneapolis/St. Paul Asian Film
Festival
“That Girl In Yellow Boots,” a
groundbreaking Indian film that earned
rave reviews at both the Toronto and
Venice Film Festivals, will kick off the
Minneapolis-St. Paul Asian Film Festival on November 3rd at St. Anthony
Main Theater in Minneapolis.
From critically acclaimed writer/
director Anurag Kashyap, “That Girl in
Yellow Boots” tells the story of Ruth
(played by co-writer, Kalki Koechlin), a
young woman from Brighton, England
who travels to the bustling city of Mumbai, India in search of her long lost Indian father. But Ruth’s search soon takes
her down a dark path as she becomes
entangled in the seedy underside of life
in Mumbai. Nearly broke, and following
a series of less than pleasant encounters
with a host of unsavory characters, she is
forced to work at a massage parlor which
offers sexual favors to its clientele. The
films narrative unfolds with twists and
turns around every corner, (meaning no
viewer will find this film “predictable”)
and ultimately, Ruth must confront the
explosive truth about her father, the only
man, she believes, truly loves her.
The movie’s unflinching and unforgiving look at sex, violence, drugs, and
incest (a forbidden topic in India) offers
a stark contrast to the cheerful and glossy
Bollywood films that people have come
to expect from Indian cinema today.
Marissa Bronfman, a critic for the
influential blog The Huffington Post,
calls “That Girl”, “another example of a
film breaking ground in Indian cinema,
one that doesn't rely on a sexy star and a
popular soundtrack, but instead seeks to
share stories with audiences that are real,
difficult and often times uncomfortable.”
“That Girl” headlines a compelling slate of 30 films from Asia and the
United States that explore the human
condition from both the Asian and Asian
American perspective.
Here are five other significant films
the festival will screen:
The Red Chapel-A fascinating look
inside reclusive North Korea from two
Korean-born Danish performers who
enter the country under the pretense of
performing a vaudeville act that pays
homage to the regime they claim to revere. The film won the Grand Jury Prize
for Best World Documentary at the 2010
Sundance Film Festival.

City of Life and Death-In 1937,
Japanese forces captured Nanking,
sealing the fate of tens of thousands
of Chinese soldiers and civilians. The
ensuing slaughter, known as The Rape
of Nanking, continues to haunt SinoJapanese relations to this day. Directed
by Lun Chuan, this film tells the story
of several figures, both historical and
fictional, including a Chinese soldier, a
school teacher, a Japanese soldier, a foreign missionary, and John Rabe, a Nazi
businessman who would ultimately save
thousands of Chinese civilians.
Brand New Life-Abandoned by
her father, Jin-Yee must adjust to life at
a Catholic orphanage in South Korea.
She forms a friendship with Sook-Hee,
whose good behavior gives her a better
chance at adoption. Eventually Jin-Yee
sabotages her own chance of finding
parents. Variety critic Rob Nelson
praised first time writer-director Ounie
Lecomte’s “pleasingly light touch that
suits her tale of a buoyant girl's survival.
It proceeds at an agreeably slow pace,
adhering to emotional details at every
turn.”
Sawako Decides-A dispirited woman leaves Tokyo and reluctantly returns
to her hometown to run her ailing father’s clam packing business. She and
the rest of the town must overcome life’s
disappointments and rise above their
own mediocrity.
Crazy Racer (Silver Medalist)-The
lives of express deliverymen, traffic
cops, international drug cartels and lonely beauties collide in this black comedy/
action adventure thriller from director/
writer Hao NIng. NOTE: Fans of early
Guy Ritchie films (“Lock Stock and
Two Smoking Barrels”, “Snatch”) will
find the cinematography and storytelling
style of the film to their liking. “Crazy
Racer” earned Best Visual Effects and
nominations for Best Film, Best Original
Screenplay, and Best Film Editing at
the 2009 Golden Horse Film Festival
in Taiwan. 
This activity is made possible in part by a
grant provided by the Minnesota State Arts Board
through an appropriation of the Minnesota State
Legislature from the Minnesota Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund with money from the vote of the
people of Minnesota on Nov. 4, 2008.

Mao to Now: Chinese Fashion from
1949 to the Present
“Mao to Now: Chinese Fashion from
1949 to the Present” exhibit is open now
through Jan. 9, 2011 at the University of
Minnesota, College of Design, at the Goldstein Museum of Design.
The exhibit examines the evolution
of fashion in China as a reflection of the
transformation in Chinese culture. “Mao
to Now” is separated into three periods:
pre Mao (1912 to 1948), the Mao era (1949
to 1977), and the post-Mao era (1978 to
present).
The exhibit is curated by Dr. Juanjuan
Wu, Assistant Professor, College of Design, University of Minnesota, Dr. Marilyn
DeLong, Professor, College of Design,
University of Minnesota and Mingxin Bao,

Professor, Fashion, Art & Design Institute,
Donghua University.
Admission to the Goldstein Museum
of Design is free. GMD is located in 241
McNeal Hall on the St. Paul Campus of the
University of Minnesota. The address is
1985 Buford Ave. The GMD Gallery is open
Tues., Wed., Fri. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Thurs. 10
a.m. – 8 p.m.; Sat. and Sun. 1:30 p.m. – 4:30
p.m. The Gallery is closed on Mondays and
all University holidays.
For more information about “Mao to
Now: Chinese Fashion from 1949 to the
Present” and the Goldstein Museum of
Design, visit
http://goldstein.design.umn.edu. 
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Minnesota FilM arts Presents

minneapolis/st. paul

asian film festival

at st.

nov. 3-13

anthony Main theatre

New Chinese Films
Come Together Home

can!
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Thurs, Nov 4 at 4:15pm, Mon, Nov 8 at 8pm

•

Director Ivy Lin Present!

•2009, USA/Hong Kong,
98 min, In English

Block 14 in Lone Fir Cemetery, the first Chinese burial ground in Portland, Oregon now stands as
a fenced off eyesore of empty tombs and open graves. Most of the remains were exhumed and shipped back to China in 1928 and
1949. Some of the remains in the 1949 shipment never made it back to Hong Kong and their whereabouts are shrouded in mystery.
Director Ivy Lin embarks upon a personal quest that takes her from Portland to Hong Kong to discover the location of the missing
bodies.

Crazy Racer

Fri, Nov 5 at 9:30pm, Thur, Nov 11 at 9:45pm

•

Billed as a Chinese caper comedy, this action-adventure story focused on the lives of express deliverymen, traffic cops, lonely beauties,
ludicrous crime bosses, switched identities and evil pharma charlatans, serves up a subculture in this multi-layered farce. Rated “one of
the best” from the recent NY Asian Film Fest by The Village Voice (decribed overall as ‘wacky’ this year).
•2009, China, 132 min, In
Mandarin w/ English Subtitles

City of Life and Death

Sat, Nov 6 at 1:30pm, Tues, Nov 9 at 6:45pm

•

•2009, China, 132 min, In
Mandarin w/ English Subtitles

The infamous 1937 Japanese army “rape of Nanking” (200,000 lives lost) is cleverly told through a handful of figures, some historical,
some from fictional points of view. They include a Chinese soldier, a schoolteacher, a foreign missionary and a Japanese soldier. Director Lu Chuan’s harrowing, visually impressive, big budget production avoids the customary Japanese-brutality propaganda angle to focus on cruelty of war itself and the humanity that remains between aggressor and survivor. The film got sensational coverage last year
as official China threatened to withdraw it from several major festivals in protest over screening of a Tibetan film critical of China.

I Wish I Knew

Sun, Nov 7 at 1pm, Sat, Nov 13 at 2pm

•

•2010, China, 118 min, In
Mandarin w/ English Subtitles

Blending documentary style and luscious cinematography, master director Jia Zhang Ke’s film asks 18 people to speak about their
experiences of Shanghai between the 1930’s and present day. An important port city and gateway to Taiwan and Hong Kong, Shanghai was the epicenter of numerous political and social dramas. Through intimate stories, and shocking honesty, this intriguing new film
exposes new information on a city constantly caught between construction and demolition. Wonderfully received at Cannes 2010.

Ip Man 2: The Legend of Grandmaster
•

•2010, Hong Kong, 108
min, In Cantonese/Mandarin/English w/ English
Subtitles

Fri, Nov 12 at 9:45pm

Box office blowout and martial arts spectacular, the sequel to one of Asia’s highly acclaimed films roars across the Pacific with full and
undubbed glory. Playing Grand Master Ip Man, the real life mentor of Bruce Lee, international star Donnie Yen takes on corrupt British
forces and local government officials as he tries to teach his student Wing Chung the martial arts.

For Ticketing Info and a Full List of Films Visit:

www.mspfilmfest.org/aff10
Over 30 Titles!

World Premieres!

12 Filmmakers Present!

For more inFormation, contact minnesota Film arts at 612-331-7563 or by email at inFo@mnFilmarts.org

this activity is made possible in part by a grant provided by the minnesota state arts board through an appropriation of the mn state legislature from the mn arts and cultural heritage fund with money from the vote of the people of mn on nov. 4, 2008.
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BOOK REVIEW

the source of the photographs in “Geography of China,” and none of his Revolution photos is included in the book. One
longs to see the photos in the collection
that were not selected for inclusion in
this book.
Lu’s excellent introduction to this
book puts the Revolution into a perspective
that juxtaposes the Qing court’s conservative stance with that of the revolutionaries
and describes the political reality of Stafford’s early years in China. Lu details how
China’s New Policies Reform (a last-ditch
effort by the Qing court to modernize and
thereby save itself) and the new railroad system worked together to undermine the immovable government of the Manchu rulers.
The Republican Revolution often is
understood as a nation-wide movement, but
Lu shows that Stafford’s photos reveal it to
have been primarily local at the outset. To
quote Lu, “The rich component of ‘social
pictures’ in the Stafford Collection confirms
the assessment that the immediate impact
of the revolution on Chinese society was
limited and asymmetrical to its sweeping
political impact.”
Stafford’s photos were saved by his
daughter, who was born in Shanghai, and
inherited by his grandson, Ronald E. Anderson, who made them available for this
book. Hanchao Lu notes that Anderson
digitized the photos when digitizing was a
new process. We can but be grateful that he
did; otherwise, they might have remained
unknown. We do not know the quality of
the original prints, but the ones presented
in this book lack the crispness and contrast
that can be achieved by modern scanning
techniques. Nevertheless, what the photos
record is so important that we are fortunate
to have them in any format.
The book’s size and layout are perfect
for the topic. Images are printed for the
most part one to a page and their captions
are on the same or following pages rather
than at the back, so no annoying flipping
back and forth is required. Maps, a list of
China’s imperial dynasties, a chronology
of the Revolution, and a list of suggested
readings in English make this a particularly
useful book, as does a glossary of names and
places that includes Chinese characters. Obviously, a great deal of forethought and care
were taken to produce this book. This is no
mere coffee-table book but one that makes a
significant contribution to our understanding
of the 1911 revolution: a visual complement
to the written record.
However, readers looking for context
for the chapters entitled “On the Eve of
the Revolution,” “The Wuchang Uprising,” “The Politics of Chaos,” “A Society
in Transition,” and “Stafford in China”
will be disappointed. Except for extended
photo captions (did Stafford or Lu supply
them?) there are no chapter texts to explain
the historical significance of the individual
chapters, or even whether Stafford or Lu
arranged them in these divisions.
As important as this book is, there is a
looming gap in its presentation: who was
Francis Stafford (1884-1938)? We are given
very little biographical information about
him, about his life in China, or about his
life and career after he left China in 1915,
except for a few lines in the introduction (he
was an American from Boulder, Colorado,
who began work as a litho photographer at
age 17, went to Shanghai in 1909 as senior
photographer for Asia’s then largest publisher, the Commercial Press, and is credited
with introducing into China the technology
of printing in color) and the captions to the
eight photos of Stafford that make up the
final chapter of this book.

One Hundred Years of Modern Turmoil
By Raymond Lum
The Birth of a Republic: Francis Stafford’s
Photographs of China’s 1911 Revolution
and Beyond
By Hanchao Lu
University of Washington Press, 2010, 240
pages, US$40.00

P

hotographs of people taking photographs of other people are fairly
common, but those of people sitting on top of or emerging from a camera are
indeed rare and unusual. A nearly two-page
spread (pp. 180-181) in this delightful and
important book records the young male staff
of Shanghai’s Commercial Press draped
over and around, and even exiting from, a
huge real or faux camera, and includes the
photographer himself, the American Francis
Stafford.
And Stafford’s photographs of China’s
1911 Republican Revolution, which took
place 99 years ago, presented in this book
are the rare of the rare. Other people might
have been walking around taking photos
during the heady early days of the Revolution, but few of their photographs have surfaced and no assemblage of those photos is
as comprehensive or important as Stafford’s.
China’s modern history might be said to
date from the Opium Wars of the mid-19th
century when the weaknesses of the ruling
Qing dynasty resulted in foreign encroachments (diplomatic, military, mercantile,
religious) that introduced new ideas about
society, self government, and the family of
nations, and thereby threatened the Qing
dynasty, itself a foreign entity.
But perhaps the real transition from
the past to the modern was the Republican
Revolution of 1911, which brought an end
to millennia of imperial rule as it introduced
nearly a century of modern turmoil in its
place.
Any history of 20th century China
necessarily takes as its chronological starting point the October 10, 1911, uprising in
Wuchang, which was a premature start to
the Revolution provoked by the unplanned
explosion of an incendiary device. One
wonders how many epic political and social
revolutions began as accidents. Of course,
the Revolution itself was hardly an accident.
Decades of efforts to reform the Chinese
polity through modernization, which inevitably included threatening aspects of
Westernization, had led nowhere as the Qing
court resisted changes to the status quo.
The Guangxu (光緒) Emperor (18751908) did issue edict upon edict endorsing
many of the reforms urged on him by the reformers, both those who espoused a constitutional monarchy and those who demanded
the establishment of a Chinese republic. But
the Emperor was under permanent house
arrest by his aunt, the infamous Empress

Dowager Cixi (Tz’u Hsi 慈禧 1835-1908),
had no practical power, and died in captivity
one day before the Dowager’s own demise.
The Revolution was inevitable, even though
it had to wait until three years after those
deaths to come to fruition.
The Revolution of 1911 is extensively
documented in Chinese and foreign texts; it
occurred not so long in the past that much of
its history was recorded by participants several decades well into the 20th century. But
the textual documentation largely focuses
on the political dimensions and perhaps
less on the societal aspects. Real people
fought, real people died; real people won,
real people lost.
Stafford’s photos show them. Although
the bulk of the photos are of the Revolution, showing fires (p.94), opposing armies
(revolutionaries, pp. 53-57; Imperial troops,
pp. 59-64), destruction (pp. 95-99), captive
revolutionaries (some with heads removed
from bodies as punishment, p. 44), and Qing
officials (pp. 14 & 15), other sections the
“and Beyond” of the title––reveal street
life (pp. 158 & 161), schools (including
one for abandoned Eurasian children, p.
151), and workshops that employed women
(pp. 146-147). Perhaps the complementary
images that make the impact of the times
most personal are the photos of a Chinese
man having his Manchu-mandated queue
braided by a street barber (p. 136) and a
second photo two pages on (p.138) of Stafford cutting off the queue of another man.

Francis Stafford cutting off the queue of a
Chinese man on p.138
And among these historic photos is a
self-portrait of Stafford (p. 100) sitting atop
the city wall of Wuchang and another showing British soldiers outside Shanghai’s Palace Hotel preparing to parade to celebrate
the coronation of King George V just months before the outbreak of the revolution
(p. 38). Life in China at the time was experienced on many colliding levels.
Hanchao Lu (盧漢超), professor of
Asian history at the Georgia Institute of
Technology, notes that Stafford’s photos
first appeared in a 1911 English-language
textbook, “Geography of China,” by Horatio Hawkins, published by the Commercial
Press (Stafford’s employer), but that is a
long-forgotten and obscure (albeit very
useful) publication. Except for the 1911
publication and its five subsequent editions,
Stafford’s photographic output remained
virtually unknown until the publication of
this book. In fact, Stafford is not named as

www.chinainsight.info
Was he primarily a photographer?
How did he secure his position at the Commercial Press? Was he the only foreigner
employed there? Did he write about his
China experience, his photographs? What
were his lasting contributions to China or
to the Commercial Press? Are there photos
of his of other places and times? How did
he personally experience the Revolution?
Lu tells us nothing about the introduction to China of color lithography (Stafford’s
area of expertise), or of its subsequent
impact on publishing in China. The Commercial Press, still flourishing, is worth a
few more words than are given in this book,
as is Stafford’s working relationship with
the Press. Although the focus of this book
is Stafford’s photographs of the Revolution,
we want to know how, within the context of
his employment, he was able to take them.
Was it only because, as Lu notes, he was
“without political ties to either side of the
conflict [p.7],” and because he was both a
foreigner and a representative of the neutral
Commercial Press? Did he go about with
armed guards? Did he develop and print the
photos himself? Did the Commercial Press
engage him to make these photographs or
are these photos his freelance productions?
From this book’s several photos of
Stafford himself in China, we can see that
he was an attractive, self-assured, and versatile man (pp. 176-178), a painter as well
as a photographer. If we knew more about
him, his working life, his social milieu, we
might be better able to appreciate the place
of the photographer in these photographs.
Important as they are as visual records of
China’s plunge into modernity, the photos,
but for a few, lack a context for the photographer himself.
Still, the photographs themselves are
extremely important as documentation,
and the University of Washington Press and
Hanchao Lu have contributed significantly
to our visual understanding of China’s Republican Revolution by publishing this
book. 
Reprinted by permission of Hong Kong
Economic Journal (www.hkej.com).
This review also can be viewed at
http://www.hkej.com/template/blog/php/
blog_details.php?blog_posts_id=56753.
Editor’s Note: Raymond Lum will continue
to contribute book reviews to China Insight
(3-4 per year). Watch for his next review in
future issues of China Insight and online at
www.chinainsight.info.

Raymond Lum
Raymond Lum (林希文)
is Librarian for Western
Languages in the Harvard-Yenching Library,
where he is also curator
of historic photographs.
A native of Chicago’s
Chinatown, he studied Chinese there and in
Taiwan. He holds a master’s in library science from the University of Michigan, and
an MA and PhD in East Asian Languages &
Civilizations from Harvard University. From
1968 through 1970, he was a US Peace Corps
Volunteer in Sarawak, Malaysia. Formerly,
he also was Harvard’s librarian for South and
Southeast Asia and Instructor in Chinese in
the Harvard University Extension School. He
is the book review editor for a new (debuting
2010) online scholarly journal, TransAsia
Photography Review, and contributes the
column “Asia Resources on the World Wide
Web” to the Asian Studies Newsletter of the
Association for Asian Studies. He has directed
several Harvard projects that digitized photographs and other visual images of Asia.
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Chennault – Carter – Lei
Three men who have influenced U.S. –China relations over the years.
By Mary Warpeha, Co-President of the Minnesota Chapter of US-China Peoples Friendship Association

T

And then there is Lei – Changsha
Master Sculptor Lei Yixin. Upon entering the Chennault Memorial grounds, one
sees this large veiled statue looming 15
feet high against the backdrop of photos of
Chennault, the Flying Tigers and Beijing
Aviators and the children of China. When
the event programs were distributed and the
honors are read over the loud speaker, to my
amazement I learned that Master Lei Yixin
was the sculptor for this important historic

hrough a Sept. 6, 2010 invitation
by the China Peoples Association for Friendship with Foreign
Countries (Youxie) US-China Peoples
Friendship Association members Joyce
Cox, Linda Hanley, Rosemary Thompson,
Stanley Yon and Mary Warpeha were given
a fantastic lesson and moment in history. We
were guests of Youxie traveling to Zhijiang,
Hunan to celebrate U.S. efforts to protect the
people of China during World War II. Our
destination city of Zhijiang was a base for
air operations against the Japanese and was
also the site of Japanese surrender to China
following their defeat. This dedication
marks the 65th anniversary of the surrender.

Public Art St. Paul in 2006. His creation,
“Meditation” stands strong today in Phalen
Regional Park in St. Paul. Mr. Lei Yixin was
in St. Paul summer 2010 with a delegation
of 15 Hunan officials and artists. A special
exhibition entitled “Harmonious Hunan”
was held at the College of Visual Arts in
July during the visit. Mr. Lei will become
recognized nationally when the memorial
to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is installed in
the National Mall in Washington. Mr. Lei

Jimmy Carter
Photo courtesy of Mary Warpeha

Lieutenant General Claire Lee Chennault
U.S. Lieutenant General Claire Lee
Chennault had a tumultuous career in the
U.S. military and after retiring in 1937
traveled to China to be an air advisor to
the Kuomintang Nationalist leader Chiang
Kai-shek in the war against the increasingly
aggressive Japanese. The Chinese Air Force
was losing its battle in the skies and Soviet
bomber and fighter squadrons took over
but were not affecting against the strong
Japanese air attacks.
In 1941, Chennault was successful in
procuring a promise from the U.S. War Department and President Roosevelt to deliver
shipments of P-40C fighters with necessary
pilots, mechanics, and aviation supplies.
Roosevelt authorized Curtiss P-40 Tomahawks under the American Lend-Lease
Program. Chennault was able to recruit 300
American pilots and ground crew who were
notorious as adventurers and/or mercenaries
to enlist in what was to become known as
the Flying Tigers.
Under Chennault’s guidance they developed into a crack fighting unit always going
against superior Japanese forces. They
were based in Burma, Yunnan and Hunan
and became famous for their “defensive
pursuit”. Chennault was also commander of
the Chinese air training school. Following
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the Flying
Tigers were formally incorporated into the
American Army Air Force and given appropriate rank.
The remainder of the Chennault story
is fascinating and can be read in books,
magazines and, of course on the internet. He
stayed an advocate of anti-communism, had
two marriages and ten children – one wife
was a young Chinese reporter who became
influential in lobby circles of Washington.
For a brief quick introduction see:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claire_Lee_
Chennault and
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_tigers.

Now on to Carter – that is - Former
President Jimmy Carter. President Carter
has had his eye on China since childhood
when Baptist Ministers on their return from
missions told of the poverty of the people.
He was a naval officer outside the Shanghai harbor prior to the start of World War
II. While in office as the 39th President of
the United States, he worked diligently to
continue the normalization of relations with
China. In 2002 he received the Nobel Peace
Prize. Following his political career, Carter
created the Carter Center with its mission
of: Waging Peace. Fighting Disease. Building Hope.
On September 6, 2010, Mr. Carter was
in Zhijiang, Hunan by the invitation of Ms.
Li Xiaolin, Vice Chair of the China Peoples
Association for Friendship with Foreign
Countries. On this day he participated in the
2010 Zhijiang International Peace Festival.
During ceremonies held in the 110 degree
September sun, Mr. Carter and Festival officials unveiled a stunning statue of General
Claire Lee Chennault and planted trees in a
garden at the memorial site. In the audience
were Chinese representatives of the National People’s Congress, Chinese Peoples
Association for Friendship with Foreign
Countries, Beijing Aviators Association,
Party Committee of the Hunan Peoples
Congress, Information Office of People’s
Government of Hunan, Foreign Affairs Office and Friendship offices of Hunan, a huge
contingent of media from all over China.
In addition to the five USCPFA members, the United States was represented by
President Jimmy and Mrs. Rosalynn Carter,
administration of the Carter Center, U.S.
Consul General from Wuhan, scholars of
U.S.-China relations, Flying Tigers and their
families and Nell Calloway, Chennault’s
granddaughter. The published guest list included 319 names – and that did not include
the security guards from both countries.
You can read President Carter’s personal
report of his recent trip at
http://www.cartercenter.org/news/trip_
reports/china-090410.html
http://www.cartercenter.org/
homepage.html.

Mary Warpeha, Co-President of Minnesota Chapter of US- China Peoples Friendship
Association and Master Sculptor Lei Yixin
Photo courtesy of Mary Warpeha
commemoration of American commitment
to the Chinese people. Though Mr. Lei and
I had no time to talk as the security guards
herded us around, we did have time for a
photo.
Minnesotans know Mr. Lei very well.
He was the sculptor representing China in
the MinnesotaRocks! program sponsored by

was contacted for this commission while
working in St. Paul on the Public Art St.
Paul project. Learn about Mr. Lei at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lei_Yixin and
view progress on the Memorial at
http://www.mlkmemorial.org/. 

The international delegation in Zhijiang with the statue of Lieutenant General Claire Lee
Chennault
Photo courtesy of Mary Warpeha

ASIAN BLOOD DONORS NEEDED
YOU COULD BE THE ONE TO SAVE A LIFE BY
REGISTERING AS A POTENTIAL DONOR.
Call 1-800-59-DONOR toll free for more information.
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Chinese Senior Citizens Society
celebrates 25th Anniversary
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

I

t’s not easy to compete against the
Vikings when they’re playing their
arch rival Green Bay Packers, but this
did not deter over 450 guests from attending
the 25th Anniversary celebration held by the
Chinese Senior Citizens Society (CSCS) on
Oct. 24. Although Viking fans will probably
want to forget their recent encounter with the
Packers, we’re sure that all the guests at the
CSCS celebration will fondly remember the
event for years to come.

Award by Agnes Lau that provided door prizes or in-kind services
to Franklin and Brian for the event. Jennie Hsiao, in honor of her
Li for their devotion to late husband Fred Hsiao, also announced a
their grandmother, York generous cash donation to assist CSCH’s
transportation program.
Tong Ma
The program ended with an announceNext on the agenda
was the keynote speech ment by David Fong that the drawing of
presented by Judge numerous door prizes would be handled
Tony Leung in which he by Winnie Ng. Top door prize for the evecautioned there contin- ning, a 32” TV was drawn by Judge Tony
ues to be challenges for Leung. 
Chinese in the United
CSCS photo display
To obtain more information about CSCH
States, which was fole-mail:
cscsmn.org@gmail.com.
To begin the prolowed by recognition of
gram, Ken Lau, CSCS CSCS’s Board of Directors.
board member provided
Entertainment for the
a quick welcome and evening included Jarrelle
announced that the Lion Barton who performed on
dance would be per- the guzheng, a magic show
formed by the Fong by Andrew Moy and a dance
Family Group. Fol- by Vivian Fan. There was
lowing were remarks also an open mike karaby Jennie Hsiao, Co- oke coordinated by DJ Jade
president and Helen Kwan.
Fong, 25th Anniversary
CSCS made it a point
CSCS 25th Anniversary Celebration registration
Chair.
to recognize, in the printed
Also, as noted in last month’s article program, those that provided
As can be expected, the registration
process took a while but as soon as anyone about CSCS, this year’s CSCS Model Senior cash donations to support
entered the banquet room, they were im- Citizen Award was presented to Kar Chang CSCH programs along with
mediately greeted by a photo display of past Lee and York Har Yee by Yan Shih Pau an acknowledge of the 29
Guests enjoy the celebration
followed with the awarding of the Mulan businesses or individuals
CSCS events to view at their leisure.

Chicago’s Chinatown museum reborn two
years after devastating fire
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

T

he Chinese-American Museum of
Chicago (CAMOC) - Raymond
B. & Jean T. Lee Center, recently
reopened after suffering a devastating fire
in 2008. The museum’s renovation could
not have been possible without the generous donations provided by the community
along with the numerous hours given by
volunteers and other interested parties. To
show its appreciation to the community,
CAMOC decided to hold its reopening over
two different days.
Museum exhibit
Moy then began the program that included a
welcome from Dr. Kim K. Tee, President of
the Chinese Museum Foundation, followed
by remarks by Andrea Stramm, Collections
Volunteer and Joseph S. Chiu, Treasurer.
Jesse White, Illinois Secretary of State,
also made a special appearance to show his
support of the museum.

ceremony. Again, the generous donations of
a few key benefactors were acknowledged
as being instrumental in getting the renovation process started. The museum had been
insured, but repairs to the 114-year-old,
four-story building after the Sept. 19, 2008,
blaze exceeded coverage.
In addition to the private donations,
other donors also came forward in an effort
to reopen the Chinatown museum including
the National Museum of Mexican Art, the
Field Museum, and several other Chicago
cultural institutions.
To celebrate its rebirth a special appearance was made by nine Chicago firefighters.
Pulling up to the museum in Engine No. 8,
they stood before a crowd of well-wishers
who applauded their firefighting efforts that
dreadful day, praising them for throwing
tarps over exhibits and saving many of the
artifacts from water and fire damage.
Also attending the grand reopening were
nearly 100 guests including Yang Guoqiang,

CAMOC Registration
A preview of the museum was held the
evening preceding the grand reopening for
invited donors and other special guests. The
preview event began with a self-guided tour
of the current exhibitions now on display.
The guests continued to work their
way up to the 4th floor meeting area where
they were invited to partake of the copious
amount of food and beverages donated by
many food sponsors of the event. The masters of ceremony, Ron Yuen and Soo Lon

Ribbon cutting ceremony at the grand
reopening of CAMOC
The grand reopening of the Museum
continued the next day and featured dignitaries, lion dancers and a ribbon-cutting

Yang Guoqiang,
Chinese Consul General in Chicago

Chinese consul general in Chicago. Extending his warm congratulations to the grand
event, Yang said the Chinese Consulate
General in Chicago will continue its support
to the museum.
Located at
238 W. 23rd near
Chinatown’s main
d r a g o n We n t w o r t h Av e n u e ,
the museum is
an education and
exhibition center
with the purpose
of promoting exhibitions, education
and research relating to ChineseAmerican culture
and history in the
U.S. Midwest. For more details visit,
www.ccamuseum.org.
The Chinatown Museum Foundation
will be having its 9th annual benefit dinner
to raise funds for the Chinese American
Museum of Chicago, which exhibits the history and culture of Chinese Americans in the
Midwest. The dinner will be an eight-course
traditional Chinese banquet and entertainment. Visit www.ccamuseum.org for more
information. 
Editor’s Note. Since this is the only
Chinese Museum located in the Midwest,
it will be worth a visit the next time you’re
in Chicago.
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U.S. ranks 12 out of top 21 nations
exporting to China, finds AmCham
Shanghai report
AmCham Shanghai's latest Viewpoint highlights the importance of increasing
U.S. competitiveness in China to creating American jobs and economic
growth

China Facing Competition as Tigers
of Opportunity Arrive
Op-Ed Commentary by Chris Devonshire-Ellis
Sept. 20 – China is facing increasing
competition from other Southeast Asian
nations as regional growth both expands
and creates alternative investment markets.
While global growth overall decreased
by 2.1 percent last year and global trade
dropped off by 11.6 percent, countries in
Asia fared far better, with only Brunei,
Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand showing negative growth, and these by
relatively small margins. That has turned
around completely for 2010, with none of
the ASEAN members still showing a recessionary position. In all cases across Asia,
GDP growth has been robust, and along with
it, signs that China especially is also facing
increased competition from ASEAN neighbors in chasing lucrative foreign investment.
Those dollars, especially from Europe
and the United States, have been increasingly sought after as the traditional flow
of investment from these sources has dried
up due to weak growth in the United States
and EU. Companies in these regions that are
looking at investing overseas to balance out
against slow domestic growth are now able
to enjoy far more choices than before regarding location and investment conditions.
As China shifts from being a massive
global exporter to a more consumer driven
society, aspects of manufacturing are beginning to take the hint and look to other Asian
markets. Cost comparisons are already
being made between Laos, Cambodia and
Vietnam while destinations such as Bangladesh are also proving to be increasingly
attractive – particularly in industries such as

textiles, which are highly competitive and
require a mass labor force.
While some critics of this may point
fingers at “infrastructure,” the reality is that
many China investors came to the country
when it too, was relatively inefficient. The
driver of low wages and a relatively disciplined work force created an economic giant
that reinvested its FDI and increased tax revenues into its infrastructure. Yet while wages
have now risen, industries that are able to
site close to ports and have access to decent
supply chains in other nations are beginning
to make the economic comparisons.
Pure competition and market dynamics
dictate that much of ASEAN’s infrastructure
is not as poor as commonly is suggested, and
as global accountants sharpen their pencils,
it is China’s labor intensive industries that
are starting to feel the competitive pinch.
Asia’s alternative destinations, the new “Tigers of Opportunity,” are now turning up for
the feast as the world moves out of recession
and back into growth. China’s own development has kick-started the regeneration
of an entire region and, as multinationals
recover from the effects of the downturn, a
need to regain competitiveness away from
the increasing China price is giving way
to a new Asian playing field that’s set to
welcome them with open arms. 
Chris Devonshire-Ellis is the principal
and founding partner of Dezan Shira & Associates (http://dezshira.com)
Reprinted by permission of China Briefing.
(http://www.china-briefing.com)

SHANGHAI, Oct. 19 /PRNewswireAsia/ — As the U.S. emerges from the economic downturn, AmCham Shanghai's latest
Viewpoint, U.S. Export Competitiveness
in China – Winning in the World's Fastest
Growing Market, highlights how improving
U.S. export competitiveness in China is
crucial for sustained economic growth and
job creation in the U.S.
Driven by a fast-growing middle class
and expanding consumer base, the China
market offers tremendous unmet demand
for U.S. exporters to satisfy. The Viewpoint
finds that China's market potential is so great
that capturing an additional 1 percent of the
China import market translates to US$12.3
billion in additional U.S. exports and over
76,000 American jobs.
While the U.S. has increased its exports
to China by 330 percent since 2000, the U.S.
still punches below its weight in comparison to overseas competition. In the second
quarter of 2010, U.S. goods exports to China
were up 24 percent from last year – but
exports from Germany, South Korea and
Japan all outpaced the U.S. over the same
period (at 53 percent, 39 percent and 29
respectively). "The key to tapping China's
potential as a leading export market for
U.S. job creation and economic growth is to
increase the export competitiveness of the
U.S.," says AmCham Shanghai Chairman
Robert Roche.
Distributed on Capitol Hill and to
Administration officials during AmCham
Shanghai's recently completed Washington,
D.C. "Doorknock," the report draws upon
case studies of what Germany, the EU and
other competing export countries are doing
to successfully export to China.
T h e Vi e w p o i n t a l s o i n t r o d u c e s
AmCham Shanghai's China Market Export
Competitiveness Index, which finds that the
U.S. ranks 12 out of the top 21 nations and
regions competing for export sales to China,
lagging behind Germany, the EU, Japan,
South Korea, Australia and others.
The Viewpoint includes recommendations on how the U.S. can promote exports
to China by building on President Obama's
National Export Initiative (NEI) program
with specific targeted policies to improve
U.S. competitiveness in China. "The NEI
is a critical first step for developing a
bold, ambitious trade policy and an export
infrastructure to drive sustained economic

growth," says AmCham Shanghai President
Brenda Foster, addressing the NEI's plan to
double U.S. exports in five years in support
of two million jobs.
Recommendations include:
* A trade mission to China led by President
Obama to raise the profile of U.S. goods
overseas and win export customers in faceto-face meetings with Chinese leaders
* Targeted U.S. Export-Import Bank financing to help U.S. companies, especially
SMEs, sell exports to China and enjoy the
same access to export financing as their
competition
* Enhanced funding for effective federal
export promotion programs, such as the
Market Development Cooperator Program,
and the U.S. Foreign Commercial Service
* Integration of state- and city-level export
resources with federal promotion efforts
and stepped-up federal funding for effective
state programs
* A reformed U.S. export control regime
so that U.S. companies are not at a competitive disadvantage in controlled industries
abroad
* Vigorous engagement with China to
open domestic markets and ensure U.S.
companies compete in a competitive and
non-discriminatory market environment
in China
AmCham Shanghai's Viewpoint series
provides AmCham Shanghai members, U.S.
and Chinese government officials, media
and other opinion makers with timely and
insightful analysis and perspective on key
business trends, issues and policies that impact today's business environment in China.

About AmCham Shanghai:

The American Chamber of Commerce in
Shanghai, known as the "Voice of American
Business" in China, is the largest and fastest
growing American Chamber in the AsiaPacific region. Founded in 1915, AmCham
Shanghai was the third American Chamber
established outside the United States. As a
nonprofit, non-partisan business organization, AmCham Shanghai is committed to
the principals of free trade, open markets,
private enterprise and the unrestricted flow
of information.
Visit www.amcham-shanghai.org for
information about AmCham Shanghai. 
SOURCE: The American Chamber of
Commerce in Shanghai

Sources: The International Monetary Fund, World Bank
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Chameleon:
How Chinese food has adapted to
its surroundings worldwide
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SAVE THE DATE!

And the winner is...

January 24, 2011, 7 p.m., Monday

By Elizabeth Greenberg, Staff Writer

W

elcome back. Last month
I asked readers choose this
month’s itinerary, and to my
delight, you settled on Japan!
My interest in Chinese and Japanese
culinary exchange dates back to 2001, and
more specifically to cheap restaurant meals
in Beijing with my Japanese roommate.
From her I learned differences between
Japanese and Chinese table manners (leave
the rice bowl on the table rather than lifting
it to your mouth; don’t ever stick chopsticks
upright in rice) and that you could get proper
Japanese curry in Beijing at a little restaurant called Shuangma. I also learned a little
about broader cultural tensions between the
countries from profanities yelled at soccer
games.
Japanese industrialization began in earnest during the Meiji period. During that
time, the West heavily pressured Japan to accept foreign influence, and Japan pressured
itself to “shed Asia” and join the modern
world. It’s hard to both accept and reject
foreign influences, but Japan’s attempt to do
both has had a fascinating effect on modern
Japanese culture.
When foreign influences hit Japan,
they adapt to local tastes, as expected, but
Japanese culture resists absorbing those
influences. The end result is that adaptations are solemnly treated as authentic
representations of their cultures of origin.
Many people in Japan genuinely believe that
eating KFC for Christmas is an American
tradition, and that pasta with corn or fish
eggs is authentic Italian food. And the set
of borrowed English words with mangled
meanings (like “purasudoraibā” which
means “Phillips screwdriver” but is a transliteration of “plus driver”) is so large that it
has a name, wasei-eigo: literally, “made-inJapan English.”
Chinese food in Japan fits this pattern
perfectly. Chuka, short for chuka ryōri, is
a Japanese term for Japanese-style Chinese
food. A number of chuka dishes are not
too far removed from their original Chinese
form, like gyoza (Japanese dumplings) or
the spicy tofu dish, mabodofu, that was
popularized in 1953 by chef Chen Kenmin.
However, while most of the dishes are
unrecognizable as Chinese to the Chinese,
they’re mistakenly thought of as genuine
Chinese food in Japan and are not considered Japanese: they are essentially a

cuisine without a homeland. This pattern
also shows up demographically: despite the
fact that chuka is considered to be Chinese
food, it’s anomalous to be a Chinese chef of
Chinese origin in Japan.
I know, I know—the history’s interesting, but what’s the food like? Well, you
might be surprised to learn that one of the
most popular Chinese-style dishes in Japan
is ramen. Yes, the noodles, though usually
fancier ramen than the stuff college students
live off here. And even though Chinese food
is treated differently, it still has adapted to
local tastes and ingredients. For example,
several popular dishes like miso ramen and
Hoi Kō Rō (a cabbage and pork dish) use
as an ingredient miso, a fermented soybean
paste that doesn’t exist in Chinese cuisine.
Chinese cuisine has even adapted to the
local environment: dim sum carts are hard
to find in Japan, but finding dim sum in a
café-like setting is a lot easier.

Minnesota Timberwolves vs.
Yao Ming/Houston Rockets
Plans are underway for

Asian Heritage Night
Details will be available at

www.chininsight.info
and in the January issue of CHINAInsight
Contact Richard He for
Advance details: rhe@chinainsight.info

Yao Ming attempts to conquer his
Great Injury-Wall
By Albert Leung, Staff Writer

C

Miso ramen

Best Restaurant Worldwide

The Japanese Chinese restaurant with
the most interesting story is almost certainly Reikasai, also known sometimes as
Emperor Li Family Cuisine. As the second
name indicates, the family owning the restaurant has a rather illustrious history: an
ancestor of theirs, Li Zijia, was a minister
for empress Cixi of the Qing dynasty, and
the restaurant’s recipes have been passed
down since that era. A warning, though: the
story doesn’t come cheap. Set menus at the
restaurant can cost up to US$400.
That’s it for now! Join us next year as
we head to Singapore, which food blogger
Samantha describes as “the only majority
Chinese country that is not, by someone’s
interpretation, part of China.” 

ChinaInsight is seeking
Production Editor
Must be passionate about our mission: in addition to being
success-oriented, self-motivated, resourceful, creative, disciplined and
community-minded.
Responsibilities include layout and design of 10 issues per year
using Adobe InDesign and Photoshop, some proofreadiing, must be
Internet savvy.

This is a part-time, volunteer position.
Contact Greg Hugh at 952-472-4757 or
ghugh@chinainsight.info

hina’s greatest basketball player, Former Cleveland Cavalier and current
Yao Ming, is making monumen- Miami Heat big-man Zydrunas Ilgauskas
tal strides again in professional had a similar injury and surgery procedure
basketball. The 7-foot 6-inch player is at- done back in the 1999-2000 season. Since
tempting to return to basketball form after then, the 7-foot 3-inch center has made a full
suffering a career-threatening foot injury recovery and has been a major contributor
two seasons ago, which prevented him from to Cleveland’s success the past few seasons
playing a single game all of last season.
while playing alongside LeBron James.
Previous to his injury, Yao was reachAs for Yao, the road to recovery has only
ing the pinnacle of his talents as he took just begun and there are still a lot of mental
his Houston Rockets into the 2008 Western and physical roadblocks to conquer, which
Conference semifinals. Yao was already he admitted to during an interview with the
playing with a hairHouston Chronicle.
line fracture in his
"It's still a little bit
foot which he sus[of a concern for] me,
tained a season before
honestly," Yao said. "I
that caused him to
get into [physical situamiss 33 games. This
tions with] a lot of guys
latest injury, however,
in a small area. I'm a
resulted after he landlittle bit afraid people
ed on his foot awkwill step on me or I will
wardly and caused a
jump in the air to try to
stress fracture in the
get a rebound and land on
left foot. After a CT
somebody. That gives me
scan the following
a little to worry about.
day, doctors informed
That goes slightly away
him the injury would
day-by-day.
require surgery to fix
"I have a size 19 foot.
and extensive therapy
That happens. I step in
to heal.
the paint; a quarter of the
It’s been over a
paint is full. Honestly,
Yao Ming
year now since Yao
I already got a couple
h a s p a r t i c i p a t e d Photo by: Keith Allison
in the China Games.
in NBA action. At
You see me fall on the
30-years-old, many
ground. It was not beare wondering if Yao can and will be able cause I really fell. I stepped on people's feet
to return back to dominant form or whether and shifted the stress. I was rolling my body
he will merely be a shell of his former all- on the ground to shift my weight."
star self.
In perhaps Yao’s most trying season
So far in this current NBA preseason, in his career, it is hard to know what we
Yao has seen limited action as the team should expect out of the Chinese basketball
starts to ease him into action again. He has phenom. Certainly the whole of China and
averaged only 14 minutes of play during the its 1.3 billion inhabitants will be tuned in
preseason. Rockets coaching staff has said each Houston Rockets game to witness his
that they plan, at most, to play their lengthy progress throughout this year. For interested
center about 24 minutes a game when the fans in Minnesota, though, the Houston
official season kicks-off.
Rockets will play in the Target Center twice
Recovering from such injuries and this year on Jan. 24 and April 13, 2011. 
surgeries are not unheard of in the NBA.

PAGE 12 > NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010

culture

China’s ethnic minorities

www.chinainsight.info

We continue our series on China’s 55 ethnic minority groups. This month features the Yi ethnic minority
=Major Area of Distribution of Yi

The Yi ethnic minority
Population: 6.57 million
Major area of distribution: Sichuan,
Yunnan, Guizhou and Guangxi
Language: Yi
Religion: Polytheism
The Yi ethnic group, with a population
of 6,578,500, is mainly distributed over the
provinces of Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou,
and the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region. There are more than one million
Yis in Sichuan Province, and most of them
live in an area south of the Dadu River and
along the Anning River. Traditionally, this
area is subdivided into the Greater Liangshan Mountain area, which lies east of the
Anning River and south of the Huangmao
Dyke, and the Lesser Liangshan Mountain
area, which covers the Jinsha River valley
and the south bank of the Dadu River. There
are over a million Yis in the Liangshan Yi
Autonomous Prefecture, which holds the
single largest Yi community in China. Yunnan Province has more than three million
Yis, most of whom are concentrated in an
area hemmed in by the Jinsha and Yuanjiang
rivers, and the Ailao and Wuliang mountains. Huaping, Ninglang and Yongsheng in
western Yunnan form what is known as the
Yunnan Lesser Liangshan Mountain area.
In Guizhou, more than half a million Yis
live in compact communities in Anshun and
Bijie. Several thousand Yis live in Longlin
and Mubian counties in the Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region.
Most Yis are scattered in mountain areas, some in frigid mountain areas at high
altitudes, and a small number live on flat
land or in valleys. The altitudinal differences
of the Yi areas directly affect their climate
and precipitation. Their striking differences
have given rise to the old saying that “the
weather is different a few miles away” in
the Yi area. This is the primary reason why
the Yis in various areas are so different from
one another in the ways they make a living.
The Yi areas are rich in natural resources. The Jinsha River running through
Sichuan and Yunnan and its tributaries
surging through the Yi areas in northern and
northeastern Yunnan are enormous sources
of water power. The Yi areas are not only
rich in coal and iron, but are also among
China’s major producers of non-ferrous met-

als. Gejiu, China’s famous tin center, reared
the first generation of Yi industrial workers.
Various Yi areas in the Greater and Lesser
Liangshan Mountains, western Guizhou,
and eastern and southern Yunnan abound in
dozens of mineral resources, including gold,
silver, aluminum, manganese, antimony and
zinc. Vast forests stretch across the Yi areas,
where Yunnan pine, masson pine, dragon
spruce, Chinese pine and other timber trees,
lacquer, tea, camphor, kapok and other trees
of economic value grow in great numbers.
The forests teem with wild animals and
plants as well as pilose antler, musk, bear
gallbladders and medicinal herbs such as
poris cocos and pseudoginseng.
History
The Yi language belongs to the TibetanMyanmese Language Group of the ChineseTibetan Language Family, and the Yis speak
six dialects. Many Yis in Yunnan, Guizhou
and Guangxi know the Han (standard Chinese or Mandarin) language. The Yis used
to have a syllabic script called the old Yi
language, which was formed in the 13th
century. It is estimated that the extant old
Yi script has about 10,000 words, of which
1,000 are words of everyday use. A number
of works of history, literature and medicine
as well as genealogies of the ruling families
written in the old Yi script are still seen in
most Yi areas. Many stone tablets and steles
carved in the old Yi script remain intact.
Since the old Yi language is not consistent
in word form and pronunciation, it was
reformed after liberation for use in books
and newspapers.
Historical records written in the Han and
the old Yi languages show that the ancestors
of the Yi, Bai, Naxi, Lahu and Lisu ethnic
groups were closely related with ancient
Di and Qiang people in west China. In the
period between the 2nd century B.C. and
the early Christian era, the activities of the
ancient Yis centered around the areas of
Dianchi in Yunnan and Qiongdou in Sichuan. After the 3rd century, the ancient Yis
extended their activities from the Anning
River valley, the Jinsha River, the Dianchi
Lake and the Ailao Mountains to northeastern Yunnan, southern Yunnan, northwestern
Guizhou and northwestern Guangxi.
In the Eastern Han (25-220), Wei (220265) and Jin (265-420) dynasties, inhabitants in these areas came to be known as

“Yi,” the character for which meant “barbarian.” After the Jin Dynasty, the Yis of
the clan named Cuan became rulers of the
Dianchi area, northeastern Yunnan and the
Honghe (Red) River area. Later those places
were called “Cuan areas” which fell into the
east and west parts. The inhabitants there
belonged to tribes speaking the Yi language.
In the Tang and Song dynasties, the
Yis living in “East Cuan” were called
“Wumans.” In different historical periods,
“Cuan” changed from the surname of a
clan to the name of a place, and further to
the name of a tribe. In the Yuan and Ming
dynasties, “Cuan” was often used to refer
to the Yis. After the Yuan Dynasty, part
of “Cuan” acquired the name “Luoluo”
(Ngolok), which probably originated from
“Luluman,” one of the seven “Wuman”
tribes in the Tang Dynasty. From that time
on, most Yis called themselves “Luoluo,” although many different appellations existed.
This name lasted from the Ming and Qing
dynasties till liberation.
Ancient Yis experienced a long primitive society in the Stone Age. Legends and
records written in the old Yi script show
that the Yis went through a matriarchal
age in ancient times. Annals of the Yis in
the Southwest records that the Yi people
in ancient times “only knew mothers and
not fathers,” and that “women ruled for six
generations in a row.” Patriarchy came into
being at least 2,000 years ago.
Roughly in the 2nd and 3rd centuries
B.C., the Yis living around the Dianchi Lake
in Yunnan entered class society. In the early
Han Dynasty, prefectures were set up in
this area, and the chief of the Yi people was
granted the title “King of Dian” with a seal.
Around the 8th century, a slave state named
“Nanzhao” was established in the northern
Ailao Mountain and the Erhai areas, with
the Yis as the main body and the Bai and
Naxi nationalities included. The head of
the state was granted the title “King of Yunnan.” In the same period, “Luodian” and
other groups of slave owners and regimes
appeared in the Yi areas in Guizhou. In 937,
the state of “Dali” superseded “Nanzhao,”
when it collapsed under the blows of slave
and peasant uprisings. From then on, the
slave system of the Yis in Yunnan gradually
disintegrated.
After the 13th century, “Dali” and “Luodian” were conquered one after the other by
the Yuan Dynasty, which set up regional,
prefectural and county governments and
military and civil administrations in the
Yi areas in Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan,
appointing hereditary headmen to rule the
local inhabitants. By the end of the Yuan
Dynasty, the feudal economy of the Yi
landlords in Yunnan had developed rapidly,
but remnants of the manorial economy and
slavery still existed to varying extents in
the secluded areas. The Ming Dynasty used
both administrative officials from elsewhere
and local hereditary headmen, and some of
the governments consisted of both types
of administrators, expanding the influence
of the feudal landlord economy. The large
number of Han immigrants also promoted
economic growth in the Li areas. The Qing
Dynasty abolished the system of appointing
hereditary headmen and confirmed the appointment of administrative officials. This
enhanced its direct rule over the Yi areas,
hastened the disintegration of the manorial
economy and firmly established the feudal
landlord economy.

Tradition
The Yi people have a glorious tradition
of revolutionary struggle. In the recent 100
years or more the Yis waged powerful antiimperialist and anti-feudal struggles as well
as those against slave owners. Influenced
by the Taiping Revolution (1851-1864),
the struggles waged by the Yis and other
nationalities against the Qing government
lasted more than a decade.
In 1935, the Chinese Red Army pushed
north to resist the Japanese invaders. The
troops on the historic Long March passed
through the Yi areas, leaving a good and
deep impression on the Yis wherever they
went. On their way through northwestern
Guizhou and northeastern Yunnan, the Red
Army cracked down on local tyrants, wicked
gentry and corrupt officials, and opened
their barns to relieve the starving Yis. The
Red Army distributed confiscated grain, salt,
ham, clothes and other such goods among
the Yis and people of other ethnic groups,
who in return gave enthusiastic assistance to
it. Many young Yis joined the Army.
After crossing the Jinsha River, the Red
Army pushed towards the Dadu River in two
prongs from Yuexi and Mianning. Supported
by the Army, the Yis and Hans in Mianning
established the Worker-Peasant-Soldier
Democratic Government of the county,
formed revolutionary troops, abolished the
“hostage system” imposed by the Kuomintang government, and set free several hundred Yi headmen and their relatives held as
hostages. The Red Army strictly observed
discipline, firmly implemented the Chinese
Communist Party’s policy for minority
groups, declared that it aimed to emancipate
the minority groups, and proclaimed that
all poor Yis and Hans were kith and kin.
It called on the Yi people to unite with the
Red Army and overthrow the warlords and
fight for national equality. Inspired by the
Red Army’s policies, Yuedan the Junior, the
chieftain of a Yi clan in Mianning County,
entered into alliance with the Red Army
General Liu Bocheng. Helped by the Yis and
the chieftain, the Red Army troops passed
through the Yi areas without a hitch and won
the victory of capturing the Luding Bridge
and forcing the Dadu River.
Conditions in the Past
Socio-economic development in the
Yi areas was lopsided before liberation,
due to oppression and exploitation by the
reactionary ruling class, as well as historical
and geographical differences. The socioeconomic structure fell by and large into
two types -- feudalism and slavery. Most
of the Yis in Yunnan, Guizhou and Guangxi
had entered feudal society earlier on, and a
developed landlord economy had emerged
in most areas except for remnants of the
manorial economy in some areas of northeastern Yunnan and northwestern Guizhou.
Certain elements of capitalism had appeared
in the Yi areas along the Yunnan-Vietnam
Railway and the Gejiu-Bisezhai-Shiping
Railway. Slavery remained intact for a long
time in the Greater Liangshan Mountain
area in Sichuan and the Lesser Liangshan
Mountain area in Yunnan.
The Yi people in Yunnan, Guizhou and
Guangxi, who were under feudal rule, were
mainly engaged in agriculture and animal
husbandry. The growth of handicraft industries and commerce varied from place
to place. Generally speaking, the production
Minorities continues on Page 13
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level of Yis living near cities and towns was
approximate to that of local Hans, but was
much lower in mountain areas.
Landlords accounted for 5 percent of
the population in those areas, and poor
peasants and farmhands 60 to 80 percent.
The land possessed by landlords was on the
average 10 times or several dozen times the
amount owned by poor peasants, who were
subjected to cruel feudal exploitation. Land
rent paid in kind reached 60 to 70 percent
of the harvest and tenants had to bear heavy
corvee and miscellaneous levies.
Though the system of appointing hereditary headmen in northeastern Yunnan
and northwestern Guizhou was abolished in
the Qing Dynasty, some local tyrants, until
liberation in 1949, used political power and
influence in their hands to bully and exploit
peasants as slave owners did, treating poor
peasants as serfs.
Slavery kept production at an extremely
low level for a long time in the Greater
and Lesser Liangshan Mountain areas in
Sichuan and Yunnan. While agriculture was
the main line of production, land lay waste
and production declined strikingly. Slashand-burn cultivation was still practiced in
some mountain areas. The lack of irrigation
facilities and adequate manure, coupled with
heavy soil erosion, lowered average grain
output to less than a ton per hectare. Animal
husbandry was a major sideline with sheep
making up a large part of the livestock. The
rate of propagation was very low due to
extensive grazing and management.
For many centuries, barter was the form
of trading among the Yis in the Liangshan
Mountain areas. Goods for exchange mainly
included livestock and grain. Salt, cloth,
hardware, needles and threads and other
daily necessities were available only in
places where Yis and Hans lived together.
Occasionally, some Han merchants, guaranteed safe-conduct by Yi headmen, carried
goods into the Liangshan Mountain areas.
At the risk of being captured and turned into
slaves, they went and often made a net profit
of more than 100 percent. Suffering from
a severe shortage of means of production
and of subsistence, the Yis had to endure
heavy exploitation in order to get a little
essential goods. One hen was worth only a
needle, and a sheepskin only a handful of
salt. Many slaves had to go without salt all
the year round.
Due to complex historical reasons, the
slave system of the Yis in the Liangshan
Mountains lasted till 1949.
Before 1949, the Yis in the Liangshan
Mountain areas were stratified into four different ranks -- “Nuohuo,” “Qunuo,” “Ajia”
and “Xiaxi.” The demarcation between the
masters and the slaves was insurmountable.
The rank of “Nuohuo” was determined by
blood lineage and remained permanent,
the other ranks could never move up to the
position of rulers.
“Nuohuo,” meaning “black Yi,” was the
highest rank of society. Being the slaveowning class, Nuohuo made up 7 percent
of the total population. The black Yis controlled people of the other three ranks to
varying degrees, and owned 60 to 70 percent
of the arable land and a large amount of
other means of production. The black Yis
were born aristocrats, claiming their blood
to be “noble” and “pure,” and forbidding
marriages with people of the other three
ranks. They despised physical labor, lived
by exploiting the other ranks and ruled the
slaves by force.
“Qunuo,” meaning “white Yi,” was the
highest rank of the ruled and made up 50
percent of the population. This rank was an
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appendage to the black Yis personally and,
as subjects under the slave system, they
enjoyed relative independence economically and could control “Ajia” and “Xiaxi”
who were inferior to them. “Qunuo” lived
within the areas governed by the black Yi
slave owners, had no freedom of migration,
nor could they leave the areas without the
permission of their masters. They had no
complete right of ownership when disposing
of their own property, but were subjected to
restrictions by their masters. They had to
pay some fees to their masters when they
wanted to sell their land. The property of
a dead person who had no offspring went
to his master. Though the black Yi slave
owners could not kill, sell or buy Qunuo
at will, they could transfer or present as
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clan among the black Yis, who relied on the
“mystery” of blood lineage as a spiritual
pillar. Some 70,000 black Yis in the Liangshan Mountains formed nearly 100 clans,
big or small, of which there were less than
10 big clans each with a male population of
more than 1,000. Each clan’s territory was
clearly demarcated by mountain ridges or
rivers, and no trespass was tolerated. There
were no regular administrative bodies in the
clans, but each had some headmen called
“Suyi” (seniors in charge of public affairs)
and “Degu” (seniors gifted with a silver
tongue), who were representatives of the
black Yi slave owners in exercising class
dictatorship. They upheld the interests of
the black Yis as a rank, were experienced
and knowledgeable about customary law
and capable of
shooting trouble. “Degu,”
Due to complex historical reasons,
in particular,
the slave system of the Yis in the
enjoyed high
prestige inside
Liangshan Mountains lasted till 1949.
and outside their
clans. Headmen
a gift the power of control over Qunuo. did not enjoy privileges over and above
They could even give away Qunuo as the ordinary clansmen, nor were their positions
compensation for persons they had killed hereditary. Important issues in the clans,
and use Qunuo as stakes. So, Qunuo had no such as settling blood feud and suppressing
complete personality of their own, though rebellious slaves, must be discussed at the
they were not slaves.
“Jierjitie” (consultation among the head“Ajia” made up one third of the popu- men) or “Mengge” (general conference of
lation, being rigidly bound to black Yi or the clan membership).
Qunuo slaveowners, who could freely sell,
While preserving some of their original
buy and kill them.
characteristics, the clans under the slave
“Xiaxi” was the lowest rank, accounting system mainly functioned as institutions to
for 10 percent of the population. They had enforce rank enslavement and exploitation,
no property, personal rights or freedom, and splitting and cracking down on slave rebelwere regarded as “talking tools.” They lived lions internally and plundering other clans
in damp and dark corners in their masters’ or resisting their pillage externally. When
houses, and at night had to curl up with subordinate ranks staged a rebellion, the
domestic animal to keep warm. Supervised black Yi clans would take collective action
by masters, Xiaxi did heavy housework and against it, or several clans would join hands
farm work all the year round. They wore to suppress it. Under such circumstances,
rags and tattered sheepskins, and lived on the unanimity of interests among the black
wild roots and leftovers. Slave owners in- Yi slave owners fully manifested itself.
flicted all sorts of torture on those who were Strictly controlled by the black Yi clans,
rebellious, fettered them with iron chains the slaves could hardly run away from the
and wooden shackles to prevent them from areas administered by the clans. On the
escaping. Like domestic animals, Xiaxi other hand, black Yis often fought among
could be freely disposed of as chattels, or- themselves in order to obtain more slaves,
dered about, insulted, beaten up, bought and land or property. It follows that the clan,
sold, or killed as sacrifices to gods.
as an institution, was a force safeguarding
Corvee was the basic form of exploi- and supporting the privileges of the black
tation by the slave owners. Qunuo and Yi slave owning class.
Ajia must use their own cattle and tools
The white Yi clans, among the Qunuos
to cultivate their masters’ land. Qunuo and part of the Ajias, while being similar
had to perform five, six or more than 10 to the black Yi clans in form, were actudays of corvee each year. They could send ally subordinate to various black Yi clans.
their slaves to do it or pay a sum of money Only a few white Yi clans were not subject
instead. Corvee performed by Ajia took up to black Yi rule and they formed what was
one third to one half of their total working known as the independent white Yi area. The
time. They often had to neglect their own white Yi clans succeeded to some extent in
land because of cultivating the land of their protecting their own members, and at times
masters. Besides corvee, Qunuo and Ajia they would unite in “legitimate” struggles
had to take usurious loans imposed by their to defend their own interests and win temblack Yi masters.
porary concessions from black Yi slave
Ordered about to toil like beasts of owners. But, under the rule of the black Yi
burden, the slaves had no interest in pro- clans, they became an auxiliary tool of the
duction at all. To win freedom, slaves in slave owners to oppress the slaves. Some
the Liangshan Mountain areas resorted to clan chieftains of the Qunuo rank were
measures like going slow, destroying tools, fostered by slave owners as proxies, called
maltreating animal, burning their masters’ “Jiemoke” in the Yi language, who collected
property and even committing suicidal at- rents, dunned for repayment of debts and
tacks on their masters. Though it was hard served as hatchet men, mouthpieces and
for slaves in remote mountain areas to run lackeys for slave owners.
away, they still tried to escape at the risk of
There was no written law for the Yis in
their lives. Spontaneous and sporadic rebel- the Liangshan Mountains, but there was an
lions staged by slaves against slave owners unwritten customary law which was almost
never ceased. Organized and collective the same in various places. Apart from cerstruggle for personal rights also grew, and tain remnants of the customary law of clan
collective anathema often turned into small society, this customary law reflected the
armed insurgence.
characteristics of morality and the social
Rigid rules were stipulated for marriages rank system. It explicitly upheld the rank
within the same rank but outside the same privileges and ruling position of the black

Yis, claiming that the rule of slave owners
was a “perfectly justified principle.” The
legal viewpoint of the customary law was
clear-cut. Any personal attacks against black
Yis, encroachment on their private property,
violation of the marriage system of the rank
and infringement on the privileges of the
black Yis were regarded as “crimes,” and
the offenders would be severely punished.
In most Yi areas, maize, buckwheat, oat
and potato were staples. Rice production
was limited. Most poor Yi peasants lived
on acorns, banana roots, celery, flowers
and wild herbs all the year round. Salt was
scarce. In the Yi areas, potatoes cooked in
plain water, pickled leaf soup, buckwheat
bread and cornmeal were considered good
foods, which only the well-to-to Yis could
afford. At festivals, boiled meat with salt
was the best food, which only slaveowners
could enjoy.
Cooking utensils of a distinct ethnic
color, made of wood or leather, have been
preserved in some of the Yi areas. Tubs,
plates, bowls and cups, hollowed out of
blocks of wood, are painted in three colors -black, red and yellow -- inside and outside,
and with patterns of thunderclouds, water
waves, bull eyes and horse teeth. Wine cups
are hollowed out of horns or hoofs.
Yi costume is great in variety, with different designs for different places. In the
Liangshan Mountains and west Guizhou,
men wear black jackets with tight sleeves
and right-side askew fronts, and pleated
wide-bottomed trousers. Men in some other
areas wear tight-bottomed trousers. They
grow a small patch of hair three or four
inches long on the pate, and wear a turban
made of a long piece of bluish cloth. The
end of the cloth is tied into the shape of a
thin, long awl jutting out from the right-hand
side of the forehead. They also wear on the
left ear a big yellow and red pearl with a
pendant of red silk thread. Beardless men are
considered handsome. Women wear laced or
embroidered jackets and pleated long skirts
hemmed with colorful multi-layer laces.
Black Yi women used to wear long skirts
reaching to the ground, and women of other
social ranks wore skirts reaching only to
the knee. Some women wear black turbans,
while middle-aged and young women prefer
embroidered square kerchiefs with the front
covering the forehead like a rim. They also
wear earrings and like to pin silver flowers
on the collar. Men and women, when going
outdoors, wear a kind of dark cape made of
wool and hemmed with long tassels reaching
to the knee. In wintertime, they lined their
capes with felt. But few slaves could afford
clothes of cotton cloth, and most of them
wore tattered home-spun linen.
Most Yi houses were low mud-andwood structures without windows, which
were dark and damp. Ordinary Yi houses
had double-leveled roofs covered with
small wooden planks on which stones were
laid. Interior decoration was simple and
crude, with little furniture and very few
utensils, except for a fireplace consisting of
three stones. In the Liangshan Mountains,
slave owners’ houses and slaves’ dwellings
formed a sharp contrast. Slaves lived with
livestock in the same huts that could hardly
shelter them from wind and rain. Slave
owners’ houses had spacious courtyards
surrounded by high walls, and some of
them were protected by several or a dozen
pillboxes.
The Yis are monogamous, living in
nuclear families. Before liberation in 1949,
marriages were generally arranged by
parents, and the bride’s family often asked
for heavy betrothal gifts. In many places,
Minorities continues on Page 14
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married women stayed at their own parents’
home till their first children were born. In
some other places, feigned “kidnapping of
the bride” was practiced to add to the joyous
atmosphere. The groom’s family would send
people to the bride’s home at a prearranged
time to snatch the girl and carry her home
on horseback. The girl was supposed to cry
aloud for help, and her family members
and relatives would pretend to chase after
the kidnappers. In other cases, when people
from the groom’s side went to fetch the
bride, her people would first “attack” them
with water, cudgels and stove ashes, then
treat them to wine and meat after a frolic
scuffle, and finally let them take the bride
away on horseback. On the wedding night,
there would also be frolic fighting between
the bride and the groom as part of the ceremony. These were obviously legacies of
primitive marriage conventions.
Patriarchal and monogamous families
were the basic units of the clans in the
Liangshan Mountains. When a young man
got married, he built his own family by receiving part of his parents’ property. Young
sons who lived with their parents could get
a larger portion of the property. There were
rigid differences between sons by the wife
and those by concubines in sharing legacies.
Property handed down from the ancestors
usually went to sons by the wife.
The Yis traditionally associated the father’s name with the son’s. When a boy was
named, the last one or two syllables of his
father’s name would be added to his own.
Such a practice made it possible to trace the
family tree back for many generations. In the
Yi families, women were in a subordinate
position with no right to inherit property, but
the remnants of matriarchal society could
still be seen clearly sometimes. The Yis
much respected the power of uncles on the
mother’s side, and relations between such
uncles and nephews were close. Slaves’ marriages and homemaking were in the hands
of slaveholders. The fate of slave girls was
even more wretched, and they were forced to
marry just to meet the needs of slaveowners
for more slaves.
The Yis in the Greater and Lesser Liangshan Mountains practiced cremation,
burning dead bodies in mountains and
burying the ashes in the ground or placing
them in caves. After the funeral, the mourners used bamboo strips wrapped with white
wool to make memorial tablets, which were
wound with red thread and placed in the
trough carved in a wooden stick. Again,
the stick was wrapped with white cloth or
linen. Some memorial tablets were made of
bamboo or wood and carved in the shape of
figurines, which were placed at the young
sons’ homes. Three years later, such memorial tablets were either burned or placed in
secluded mountain caves.
The Yis in Yunnan, Guizhou and
Guangxi believed in polytheism before
liberation 1949, combining worship for
ancestors with the influence of Taoism
and Buddhism. The Yis in the Liangshan
Mountains worshipped gods and ghosts and
believed in idolatry, and offered sacrifices
to forefathers frequently. Their religious
activities were presided over by sorcerers.
The earliest Yi calendar divided the
year into 10 months, each with 36 days.
The tenth month was the period of the annual festival. Influenced by the Han Lunar
Calendar, the Yis later divided the year into
12 months, using the 12 animals representing the 12 Earthly Branches to calculate
the year, month and date. There was a leap
year every two years in the Yi calendar.
The New Year festival was not fixed but
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generally fell between the 11th and 12th
lunar months. In celebrating the New Year,
the Yis would slanghter cattle, sheep and
pigs to offer sacrifices to ancestors. In the
Liangshan Mountains, people of the subordinate ranks had to present half a pig’s
head to their masters to confirm their affiliation. The Yis in Yunnan and Guizhou now
celebrate the spring festival as the Hans do.
“The Torch Festival,” held around 24th of
the sixth lunar month, is a common tradition
for the Yis in all areas. During the festival,
the Yis in all villages would carry torches
and walk around their houses and fields, and
plant pine torches on field ridges in the hope
of driving away insect pests. After making
their rounds, the Yis of the whole village
would gather around bonfires, playing moon
guitars (a four-stringed plucked instrument
with a moon-shaped sound box) and mouth
organs, dancing and drinking wine through
the night to pray for a good harvest. The
Yis in some places stage horse races, bull
fighting, playing on the swing, archery and
wrestling.

Yi people
New Life
The founding of the People’s Republic
of China in 1949 ended the bitter history of
enslavement and oppression of the Yis and
people of other nationalities in China. From
1952 to 1980, the Liangshan Yi Autonomous
Prefecture of Sichuan, the Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture and the Honghe Hani
and Yi Autonomous Prefecture of Yunnan
were established one after another. Autonomous counties for the Yi or for several
minority groups including Yi were founded
in Eshan, Lunan, Ninglang, Weishan, Jiangcheng, Nanjian, Xundian, Xinping and
Yuanjiang of Yunnan, Weining of Guizhou
and Longlin of Guangxi.
Transformation of the only existing
slave society in the contemporary world
over the past 30 years or more has been a
matter of profound significance in the Yi
people’s history. In response to the aspirations of the Yi slaves and other poor people,
the people’s government, after consulting
with Yis from the upper stratum who had
close relations with the common people,
decided to carry out democratic reforms in
the Yi areas of Sichuan and in the Ninglang
Autonomous County of Yunnan in 1956.
The basic objective of the democratic
reforms was to abolish slavery and let the
laboring people enjoy personal freedom
and political equality; to abrogate the land
ownership of the slave owning class and
introduce the land ownership of the laboring
people to release the rural productive force
and promote agricultural production so as
to create conditions for the socialist transformation of agriculture and the movement
of cooperation.
In accordance with the principle of
peaceful consultation, the people’s gov-

ernment granted an appropriate political
status and commensurate material benefits
to those upper stratum people who actively
assisted with democratic reforms. In this
way, many slave owners were won over,
while the few unlawful and intransigent
slave owners were isolated. Thus, democratic reforms went on smoothly.
In the spring of 1958, democratic
reforms concluded in the Yi areas in the
Greater and Lesser Liangshan Mountains
in Sichuan and Yunnan. The reforms
destroyed slavery, abolished all privileges of the slave owners, confiscated
or requisitioned land, cattle, farm tools,
houses and grain from the slave owners,
and distributed them among the slaves and
other poor people. In the Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture and the Xichang Yi
areas, 120,000 hectares of land were confiscated, and 280,00 head of cattle, 34,000
farm tools, houses composed of 880,000
rooms and 8,000 tons of grain were either
requisitioned or purchased and given to
the poor and needy along with 4,700,000
yuan paid as damages by unlawful
slave owners. The
reforms emancipated
690,000 slaves and
other poor people,
making them masters
of the new society.
The people’s government also built
houses and provided
farm tools, grain,
clothes, furniture
and money for the
slaves and other poor
people and helped
them build their own
Source: China Daily homes. In the Liangshan Mountains, the
government set up homes for 1,400 old
and feeble slaves who had lost the ability
to work under slavery. Many former slaves
got married and started their own families,
and many families were reunited.
The emancipated slaves took the socialist road most firmly and shortly after
the democratic reforms formed advanced
cooperatives in agricultural production.
The democratic reforms inspired the
emancipated slaves and poor peasants to
reshape their land and expand agricultural
production steadily. The Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture of Yunnan achieved
a great success in increasing output of
hemp, tobacco, cotton, peanut and other
cash crops. The autonomous counties
of Ninglang, Weishan and Eshan in the
Honghe Yi Autonomous Prefecture built
water conservancy projects, which have
played a big role in farming.
There was no industry at all in the Yi
areas in the pre-liberation days except
for the Gejiu Tin Mine in Yunnan and a
few blacksmiths, masons and carpenters
taken from the Han areas to the Liangshan
Mountains. Now people in the Liangshan, Chuxiong and Honghe autonomous
prefectures have built farm machinery,
fertilizer and cement factories, small hydroelectric stations and copper, iron and
coal mines.
Lack of transportation facilities was
one of the factors contributing to the
seclusion of the Liangshan Mountains.
Construction of roads started right after
liberation. In 1952, the highway connecting Sichuan and western Yunnan was
reconstructed and opened to traffic. At
the same time, trunk highways linking
the Liangshan Autonomous Prefecture
with other parts of the country were
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constructed. The Yixi Highway was opened
to traffic in 1957, linking up the Greater and
Lesser Liangshan Mountains for the first
time in history. A highway network extending in all directions within the prefecture had
been formed by 1961. By the end of 1981,
the total length of highways in the prefecture
had increased from [4.3 miles] before 1949
to [4,568.2 miles]. While there were only 18
push carts in the whole area before 1949, the
number of vehicles in 1981 reached 11,000,
of which 5,000 were motor vehicles.
The local transportation department employed a total of 10,000 people. The ChengduKunming Railway crosses six counties in the
Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture over
a distance of 337 km., with 45 stations on
the line.
With the development of the local economy, people in the prefecture had built 1,480
hydroelectric stations with a total generating
capacity of 97,000 kw. By 1981, providing
electric power and lighting for 80 percent of
the area.
Being extremely backward in education
in the old days, the Yi people now have primary schools in all villages. The autonomous
prefecture began setting up middle schools,
secondary technical schools and schools for
training ethnic teachers in the late 1950s. In
1981, there were 180 middle schools with
220 minority teachers and 12,000 students,
3,780 elementary schools with 3,700 minority teachers and 66,900 pupils. Children of
emancipated slaves and poor peasants now
have access to education. A new generation of
Yi intellectuals with socialist consciousness is
coming to the fore, and many Yi cadres hold
leading positions at all levels of government
in the prefecture.
In the past, there were no professional
doctors, and the only way to avert and cure
diseases was to pray. Now there are hospitals
and clinics in all counties. Serious epidemic
diseases such as smallpox, typhoid, leprosy,
malaria, cholera have either been brought
under control or wiped out by and large. A lot
of traditional medical experience of the Yis
has been collected, summed up and improved.
The world famous Yunnan baiyao (a white
medicinal powder with special efficacy for
treating hemorrhage, wounds, bruises, etc.)
is said to have been prepared according to a
folk prescription handed down for generations
by Yi people in Yunnan.
The colorful literature and art of the Yis
are flourishing. The Yi people have created
a great deal of historical and literary works
written in the old Yi language and folk literary
works handed down orally. The oral folk literary works, numerous and in a great variety,
include poems, tales, fables, proverbs, riddles,
etc. History of the Yis in the Southwest and
Lebuteyi, two encyclopedic works written in
the old Yi language and involving philosophy,
history and religion have been translated into
the Han (main Chinese) language. The epics
Ashima, The Song of the Axi People and
Meige are popular throughout Yunnan.
Since liberation, many Yi folk tales, epics
and songs have been published after being collected and collated. Also published are some
new works reflecting the present life of the Yi
people, such as The Merry Jinsha River and
Daji and His Father. Yi songs and dances are
rich in ethnic color. The new folk song The
Stars and the Moon Are Together expresses
through beautiful melodies the happiness and
warmth felt by the Yis in the great family of
nationalities in China. The Happy Nuosu,
another new song with cheerful and lively
melodies, reflects the joyous and energetic
life of the Yi people. 
Source: People’s Daily Online
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
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‘Aunt Jane’ to Chinese immigrants is honored
this weekend
www.chinainsight.info

By Laura Yuen, Minnesota Public Radio
October 15, 2010
MINNEAPOLIS— When a new wave
of Chinese immigrants arrived in Minnesota after World War II, they were told
if they needed anything at all, they should
see “Jangu.”
The name, pronounced Jane-Goo, stood
for “Aunt Jane.” She was Jane Wilson, a
white Sunday school teacher and superintendent at Westminster Presbyterian Church
in Minneapolis, then a first stop for families
from southern China.

before, and that’s what intrigued her about
getting to know them.
A few years later, after she moved to
Minneapolis and began teaching Sunday
school at Westminster church, it was clear
that 13-year-old Oy Huie and her classmates
had never met anyone quite like Wilson.
“Oh, how they giggled,” Wilson said of
the six girls. “And I just thought they were
giggling because they were teenage girls.
But why did you giggle, Oy?”
“Because
you talked
funny,” Huie
Anderson replied.
“I talked
funny because
I was from the
South,” Wilson
said. “They’d
never heard
anyone talk
with a Southern
accent.”
Wilson
keeps all of
her black-andwhite photos
from her days
Jane Wilson, front row center, is surrounded at a recent get-together with the church
by the Chinese-born women she taught English to more than 60 years in meticulous
ago, and the next generation of American-born daughters. Front row: t h r e e - r i n g
Lila Woo, Jane Wilson, Pearl Wong. Second row: Linda Woo, Oy Huie binders. She is
Anderson, Judy Wong Hohmann and Janice Wong. (Photo courtesy of pictured juggling toddlers
Sherri Gebert Fuller)
in her lap, and
Wilson became a one-woman social helping kids blow out the candles on a
service agency for Chinese-Americans. She birthday cake.
taught them English, named their babies,
She also wrote letters to federal officials
and forged friendships that have endured from Minnesota on behalf of Chinese immiseveral generations. On Sunday, the Chinese grants who wanted to bring the rest of their
Heritage Foundation will recognize Wilson families over from their homeland.
for her contributions as an “honorary ChiLong before Jane Wilson was born, the
nese Minnesotan.”
first wave of Chinese began to settle in MinIn the days after the war, she also became nesota in the 1870s and 1880s. Ironically,
a treasured resource for the Chinese brides these new Minnesotans arrived at about
of returning Chinese-American veterans.
the same time the U.S. government passed
Wilson, now 95, has been a fixture in lo- discriminatory laws excluding the Chinese
cal Chinese-American circles for more than from entering the country, said Sherri Ge60 years, according to Oy Huie Anderson, bert Fuller, author of the book “Chinese in
a friend. Huie Anderson, whose family im- Minnesota.”
migrated in the 1920s, said Wilson was the
In the late 19th century, the climate for
one constant that united many of the Chinese many Chinese-Americans who had already
families in Minnesota.
settled in the United States was hostile.
“I think at one point, Jane knew more
On some parts of the West Coast, “acChinese families in the Minneapolis area tual towns and villages were burned to the
than any one person,” said Huie Anderson, ground,” Gebert Fuller said. “Because of
77.
the economic downturn in 1870s, tensions
Jane Wilson also came to love authentic turned to the Chinese because there were so
Chinese dishes. Thanks to her friends, she many people who immigrated to California.
turns her nose up at chow mein.
And people wanted to blame someone or
“I have eaten more good Chinese food something.”
-- I mean, good Chinese food -- than any
Facing blatant hostilities on the West
Caucasian in Minnesota,” she said.
Coast, Chinese-Americans moved to MinAnother friend, Linda Woo, said Wilson nesota, where they heard the people and
was proud of every milestone reached by policies were more welcoming. The men
Woo and her siblings.
opened laundries and restaurants, Gebert
“We always made sure she was part of Fuller said, “because those were the only
our major celebrations -- the first-born son, opportunities open to them, again because
the red-egg parties, the weddings, and now of discrimination factors.”
the funerals of our parents,” said Woo, 61.
The women of Westminster Church,
“And she’s always there.”
which had a long history of mission work
Wilson, who had lived mostly in Georgia in China, started a Chinese Sunday school
and the Carolinas, was in her 20s when she in 1882 to help the newcomers adjust.
came to Minnesota, first as a visitor in 1942.
As the by then English-speaking ChiShe had never even seen a Chinese person nese community became more integrated
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into American life, Wilson said, church
leaders considered dismantling the Chinese
school -- until one fall day in 1947, two
years after the end of World War II.
“One Sunday, we were sitting there,
and here are these strange girls coming in,”
Wilson said.
Some of the girls were still in their
teens, and had just arrived from China. They
had been plucked by Chinese-American
servicemen who lived in Minneapolis and
went back to China to find their wives after
the war.
Wilson said she could see the culture
shock on the faces of the “war brides,”
who hailed from the hot, sticky climate of
Guandong Province and spoke not a word
of English.
“Just imagine the courage that it took
them to come,” she said. “We were delighted
to have them. And we saw a busy future
ahead.”
Though impressed, the teachers wondered: “What are we going to do with all

these girls?” she said.
Wilson taught them practical phrases
they could use while at the store or while
riding streetcars. She gave their children
English names, at their parents’ request. One
of those war brides was Lila Woo, Linda
Woo’s mother.
“It’s just amazing that these women did
as well as they did,” Woo said. “My mother
popped out four of us in five years. ... We’re
all married, we have children, we all are college educated. And a lot of this credit goes
to Jane Wilson.”
On Sunday, the Chinese Heritage
Foundation will honor Wilson for what it
describes as her compassion, her faith in the
resiliency of the immigrant spirit, and for
serving as a “loving and caring mother” for
so many who were not her kin. 
Copyright (c) 2010 Minnesota Public Radio.
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Become a Chinese Heritage
Foundation Friend!
Chinese Heritage Foundation Friends is accepting
membership applications from anyone in the community
who is interested in learning about and promoting
Chinese culture, history and arts along with its
preservation.
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Above: Moon Fong receives the
CHF Volunteer of the Year
Award

The Tie That Binds

One of the goals of the Chinese Heritage Foundation (CHF) has always been
to bring different segments /generations of
the local Chinese community together. At
its sixth annual open house it did just that.
There were nonagenarians and newborns,
first generation immigrants and fourth generation ABC’s (American-born Chinese),
as well as academicians and small business
owners. The atmosphere was convivial, the
tone celebratory, and the food scrumptious.
There has been much talk; most of it
under the table as it were, about the gulf
that separates the intellectuals from the
restaurateurs within the Chinese community.
Does it really exist? And if so, does it last
beyond the first generation?
The honoree for CHF’s Chinese Minnesotan of Note this year was Jane Wilson,
a 95-year-old lady who has spent the last 64
years nurturing three generations of Chinese
Americans, watching them go from restaurateurs to other professions such as physicians and engineers; or remain in the family
business. In her eyes, they are the same
people, whatever their professions: all are
warm, tight-knit, reverential of teachers, and
respectful of family values and traditions.
She loves them all. See article on page 15.
That was the spirit that prevailed at the
CHF open house. Attendees celebrated the
accomplishments of CHF in its brief 6-year
history. Continuing grant-giving for worthy
projects such as CAAM Chinese Dance Theatre’s outreach program for underprivileged
school children and Families with Children

from Asia’s retreat for adolescent and teenage Chinese adoptees, gives relevance to
the existence of the endowed CHF Fund.
A Passage to China, the successful community-wide interactive cultural excursion
and performances at Mall of America and a
project of CHF Friends, highlights the need
to promote mutual understanding among all
Minnesotans.
The Volunteer of the Year Award, going
to Moon Fong this year, emphasizes the
importance CHF places on volunteerism.
Responding to popular requests, CHF
Friends (the activities arm of CHF) has
decided to present more cultural/social
activities in the future, on a membershipdriven basis. Membership is open to interested people of all ages and ethnicities.
An initial call for members at this meeting
netted more than 20 enthusiastic responses.
More information on its direction will be
available shortly.
As it approaches its 10-year mark, CHF
(in both its grant-making and cultural activities) will build and expand on the common
ground that binds all Chinese Minnesotans
together. It will recognize and embrace
differences, whether they be regional, geographic, linguistic, or social, and celebrate
the common heritage and humanity among
us all.
For complete information about CHF
and CHF Friends go to
www.chineseheritagefoundation.org. 
Editor’s Note: CHF Friends membership application is available on page 15.

Jane
Wilson
recognized as the CHF Honorary Chinese
Minnesotan of Note

All photos taken by Cindy Bai,
www.cindyrellastudio.com.

