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Forget Black Friday.  Forget 
Cyber Monday.  The day that Chinese 
consumers shop till they drop is 
November 11, 11.11.  Veterans Day?  
Yes, in the U.S.  In China, it’s Singles’ 
Day, Double 11 (雙11) or Guanggun 
Jie (光棍節) in Chinese, the highest 
volume online shopping day in the 
world!

The Chinese name, guanggun, 
literally translates into “bare sticks” 
as bachelors were referred to as bare 
sticks or bare branches in the old days, 
meaning they had no offshoots or 
offspring, yet.  Even though bare sticks 
apply to bachelors, the “festival” is now 
celebrated by singles of both sexes.  
And everybody else, single or not!

Singles’ Day is the western name 
for Nov. 11.  The day obviously is 
a play on the “1”s - bare sticks - in 
the date.  November 11 has four “1”s 
(sticks), and November 11, 2011, with 
six sticks, was known as Singles’ Day 
of the Century.  

This relatively new unofficial 
festival originated on the campus of 
Nanjing University in 1993 when 
some single guys in a dorm decided to 
celebrate or, more likely, lament their 
“single-hood” by buying themselves 
presents, kind of an anti-Valentine’s 
Day gesture.  With the country’s 35 
years under the One-Child Policy and 
the preference for boys to carry on the 
lineage, China is experiencing a serious 

gender gap.  Latest statistics released by 
the government show approximately 
116 boys were born for every 100 girls 
in 2014.  (The central government 
ended the One Child Policy at the end 
of October.  All Chinese couples will 
now be allowed to have two children.)  

In 2013, CNN estimated that there 
would be 30 million more adult men 
than women in China by 2020, so men 
definitely feel the pressure to end their 
single days.

continued on page 11
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By Greg Hugh

As attendees entered the Benson Great 
Hall on the campus of Bethel College, 
they were greeted with a display of the 
Second World War in photos, painting and 
calligraphy exhibit along with a panel on 
the Flying Tigers.  These  were all part of 
the “Voice of Peace” event commemorating 
the 70th anniversary of the victory against 
Japan in WWII.

On this evening, the Chinese American 
Association, the Minhua Corus, the Minghua 
Chinese School and the China Tribune 
together with over 30 organizations in the 
community came together representing 
Minnesota’s 30,000 ethnic Chinese on the 
anniversary of this solemn occasion to pay 
their respects and remember the past.

As the full-capacity audience of 1,700-
plus settled into their seats for the grand 
music and dance performance, Vincent Mar, 
one of the event’s organizers, introduced 
Zhao Weiping, Consul General of the 
Consulate General of the People’s Republic 
of China in Chicago, who welcomed the 
gathering.  The keynote address titled “The 
Role of the Flying Tigers and General 
Chennault” was delivered by Major General 

William Chen (ret., see sidebar) and Ms. 
Nell Calloway, granddaughter of General 
Chennault.  The final speaker to address the 
group was U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar.

While each of the speakers focused 
on various aspects of WWII from the 
Chinese and U.S. perspectives, they shared 
a common message that highlighted the 
collaboration between the armed forces 
of the two countries that ultimately led to 
the Japanese surrender in 1945 that ended 
World War II.  An estimated 30 million 

Chinese died between the beginnings of the 
Japanese invasion of China in 1933 through 
1945.  The speakers also appeared to have 
injected a glimmer of hope that because of 
the tense relationship currently between the 
Peoples Republic of China and the United 
States, perhaps common ground could 
be found so that lessons can be learned 
from the past and a brighter future will be 
enjoyed by today’s younger generation in 
both countries.

continued on page 16

Voice of Peace commemoration 
a sold-out performance
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As the last leaves fall and we put away 
all the patio furniture, we must now pre-
pare for our most challenging season of the 
year…winter.  As hearty Minnesotans, we 
try to convince ourselves that we actually 
enjoy the change of seasons as we transition 
with the arrival of football season and deer 
hunting.  Soon we will celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing, and despite the many tragic situations in 
many parts of the world, we hope that you 
will nevertheless have cause to give thanks 
for all that you are able to enjoy.

In addition to Thanksgiving being cel-
ebrated in November in the U.S., we also 
observe Veterans Day, which occurs on 
November 11.  In other parts of the world, 
it may be celebrated as Armistice or Re-
membrance Day.  This is the day we honor 
our military veterans and let them know 
that their service to our country is deeply 
appreciated.

The Chinese American community also 
commemorated the 70th anniversary of the 
victory in World War II by holding activities 
consummating in a grand music and dance 

performance (page 1) with related articles 
on page 15.

Unless you’ve been living in a cave for 
the last year, you know that 2016 is a pres-
idential election year and our senses will 
be bombarded with a barrage of political 
messages and events... While we will leave 
much of the coverage to mainstream media, 
China Insight is pleased to present a series 
of exclusive articles by Joe Pearman and 
Chang Wang on the presidential candidates’ 
position on the People’s Republic of China.

Their positions will dictate future re-
lationships for the U.S. with the People’s 
Republic of China, Taiwan and other Asian 
countries. 

The Chinese Heritage Foundation also 
held a private dinner and luncheon recently 
to thank its donors to “Dream of the Red 
Chamber” opera.  To learn more about this 
project, visit www.chineseheritagefounda-
tion.org.

Please note that this edition of China 
Insight is a combined November-December 
issue.  Thus, in addition to our best wishes 

for a great Thanksgiving holiday, all of us at 
China Insight wish you a joyous, prosperous 
and healthy holiday season.

We will resume our publishing schedule 
in January and invite you to submit any 
events or announcements you wish to pub-
licize.  However,  because of the holidays, 
we would need these by Dec. 15, 2015, to 
be considered for our January 2016 edition.

As always, thank you for your continued 
support of China Insight.  We are pleased 
to note that we will begin our 15th year of 
publishing China Insight next year so please 
feel free to let us know if there are any other 
topics you would like us to cover or if there 
are any other ways we can better serve the 
community.

Sincerely,                                                                                   

Gregory J. Hugh                                                                                                                     
China Insight, Inc.                                                                                                               
Publisher-CEO
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The super rich of China
An Oct. 15, 2015, a report from 

the Hurun Research Institute gave a 
snapshot of wealth calculation of the 
richest individuals in China as of August 
14, 2015.  The Hurun Rich List has been 
tracking the rapid changes amongst 
China’s high net worth individuals for 
17 years.  

This year, despite a slowing economy, 
the number of billionaires in China topped 
the number of billionaires in the U.S.

596 Chinese in China, the world’s 
second-largest economy, are billionaires 
in 2015.  The U.S. has 537 billionaires.

242 newly minted members made it on 
this year’s list.

715 is the number of Chinese billionaires 
if the ones from Hong Kong, Macau and 
Taiwan were included.  

34.4 billion USD is the net worth of 
the top-ranked billionaire Wang Jianlin, 
CEO of Wanda Group (private property 
developer and cinema operator).  Wang’s 
fortune increased by 50 percent from the 
previous year and dethroned Jack Ma, 
chairman of e-commerce giant Alibaba 
Group.   

22.7 billion USD is second-place Jack 
Ma’s net worth.  Ma’s decrease resulted in 
a drop from its NYSE-listed share price, 
following a record-breaking IPO in 2014.  

21 billion USD is third-place Zong 
Qinghou’s net worth.  Zong is the 
chairman of Wahaha, China’s largest 
beverage producer with headquarters in 
Hangzhou..

6  of these billionaires are self-made and 
born in the 1980s.

9  of these high net worth individuals 
were part of President Xi Jinping’s 15-
men entourage on his U.S. visit in early 
October.

21 percent on the Rich List are women, 
with Zhou Qunfei as the most successful 
businesswoman with a net worth of 
US$10 billion.  Zhou is the founder 
of Lens Technology, the touch screen 
manufacturer.

10 million (1 percent) of the Chinese 
workforce are employed by the companies 
of the folks on the Rich List.

Beaten boyfriend 
A Chongqing man was brutally 

beaten by his shopaholic girlfriend for 
returning 20 of her online purchases 
prior to Mid-Autumn Festival.  The 
girl apparently has an online shopping 
addiction, spending US$900 monthly on 
clothes and cosmetics.  No info on how 
much she makes though.  

Honk for a hoof
A Nanching BMW driver honked 

at a horse to try to speed up the slower-
moving animal at a crowded street corner.  
The startled horse kicked back and made 
a nice dent on the BMW.  Amazingly, the 
driver admitted to the police he was in the 
wrong.  Ironic that BMW’s Chinese name 
is “Precious Horse.”

Happiest place in China
The owner of WeChat, Tencent, 

released a “sentiment analysis” of  
WeChat’s 570 million users’ posts and 
said they showed that Hong Kong is 
the happiest place in Greater China, 
followed by Taiwan and Beijing.  The 
least happy?  Yunnan, Guangxi and 
Guizhou on the mainland.  WeChat, in 
case you don’t know, is a mobile text and 
voice-messaging app.

Cashing in on corruption
President Xi Jinping’s anti-corruption 

campaign almost launched four con men 
on  their road to riches.  These four men 
in Heilongjiang spent three months and 
around US$31,500 building a replica 
of an interrogation center.   They had 
planned to bring in corrupt officials for 
interrogation and extort cash from them, 
as the crooked officials would not dare 
complain.  Unfortunately, their scheme 
was blown and they were arrested 
before they could get started.  Officials 
mentioned the authenticity of the center 
was “impressive.” 

Are we there yet?
These words did not come out of the 

mouth of a child but a Chinese woman 
en route from Taipei to Los Angeles 
on board a China Airlines flight.  The 
36-week pregnant flyer did not let on to 
airline staff her “condition” or she would 
not have been allowed to fly.  During her 
pre-meditated 30,000-ft altitude delivery, 
she kept asking whether they were in U.S. 
air space yet.

The new mother had since been 
deported back to Taiwan and the baby is 
in Alaska undergoing medical care.  No 
confirmation whether the baby girl had 
been granted U.S. citizenship.

Thanks, but no thanks!
In response to the end of the One-Child 

Policy, 43 percent of the respondents to 
Sina News’ online survey said they’re 
not interesting in having a second child.  
Twenty-nine percent said they would 
while 28 percent said they’ll have to wait 
and see.  The main reason for the cold 
shoulder is “Can’t afford it!” 

China 
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Inedible banquet 
A couple carved more than 120 banquet 

“dishes” using a type of jade known as chris-
matite.  “Dishes include stewed pig’s head, 
steamed buns, braised tofu, etc.

The couple’s sculptures are so realistic 
that people pick them up to smell them and 
still find it hard to believe they are not real 
food!  This couple had been collecting this 
type of jade for more than 20 years and their 
goal is to carve 200 dishes. 

Cost of this stone banquet?  Approxi-
mately 200,000 yuan (US$6.7 million). ♦

Nanjing Massacre 
for “Memory of the 
World” program

China submitted documents re-
lated to the 1937 Nanjing Massacre 
for UNESCO’s Memory of the World 
program.  The program was founded in 

1992 to preserve important historical 
documents.  Registered items include 
Britain’s Magna Carta, Anne Frank’s 
diary, and an annotated copy of Karl 
Marx’s “Das Kapital.”

The Nanjing Massacre resulted in ap-
proximately 300,000 Chinese civilians 
and unarmed combatants were slaugh-
tered by the Japanese, and women were 
forced to work as “comfort women” in 
military brothels during the Japanese 
occupation.

Against Japanese protests, China in-
sisted that registering this with the pro-
gram “could remind us of remembering 
the history and cherishing peace.”  UN-
ESCO is reviewing the submissions. ♦

China’s National 
Day holiday traffic 
rush draws to close 

The 2015 Super Golden Week, the 
national week-long holiday, ended Oct. 
7.  As anticipated, the masses took full 
advantage to travel home or to tourist 
sights.  

From Oct. 1-6, reported the China 
National Tourism Administration 
reported:
• Railway trips reached 62.79 million 
nationwide, an increase of 8.8 percent 
from 2014
• Rrailway ticket revenue totaled 3.54 

billion yuan (US$556.49 million), up 
18.5 percent from 2014
• A total of 7.63 million trips were 
made by plane in the past six days, up 
10 percent year-on-year
• Ticket receipts at 125 major attractions 
stood at 1.59 billion yuan during the 
seven days from 29.62 million visitors.

Self-driving travel, rural tourism 
and culture-oriented travel have 
become more popular. ♦
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The just-concluded Trans-Pacific 
Partnership trade deal, or TPP, is poised 
to be a milestone not only for its high 
standards on free trade, but also in a 
geopolitical sense as the U.S. gains 
new momentum in counterbalancing 
the rise of China in the Asia-Pacific 
region.  TPP presents a huge challenge 
for Chinese regarding how to respond 
in a constructive way that avoids 
confronting the U.S. directly while 
continuing its peaceful rise.

TPP serves multiple purposes.  For 
the majority of the 12 member countries, 
it sets the highest standards of free trade 
to date.  It will boost trade and economic 
growth for member countries.  All the 
countries win more than they lose.

For the U.S., TPP weighs more in 
geopolitical than trade benefits.  As U.S. 
President Barack Obama said, the U.S., 
instead of China, needs to write the trade 
rules for the 21st century.  Sounds like 
a zero-sum game.

China is the target here.  If you 
remember, in the U.S. Congress, there’s 
a rumored principle for TPP membership 
called ABC: Anyone But China.  Later 
on, the U.S. explained that the reason 
for excluding China is Beijing is not 
up to the threshold standard yet.  But 
then why is Vietnam, a country with 
similar political and economic systems 
to China, included?

U.S. Defense Secretary Ash Carter 
said in even clearer terms that TPP is 
as important as a new aircraft carrier.

Naturally, there’s heated discussion 
inside China about what effects TPP 
will have on China and how the 
country should act in response.  On 
the surface, China appears to be facing 
marginalization — exclusion from the 
fancy new club despite being a large 
player.  Some even say China stands as 
the biggest loser in the deal.

Thanks to the gradual removal 
of trade barriers, products made in 
countries such as Vietnam will more 
easily enter the U.S. market at the 
expense of Chinese manufacturers.  
Electronic products from Japan and 
Malaysia will also find it less difficult to 
beat their Chinese counterparts.

However, the losses may not be as 
big as once thought, partly because 
of the bilateral free trade agreements 
signed between China and TPP member 
countries like Australia, New Zealand, 
Singapore and Chile.  These FTAs will 
help offset potential damages to the 
Chinese side.  For example, foreign 
investments less than US$200 million 
will be unblocked in New Zealand under 
TPP, but that same change will also 
apply to Chinese investors because of 
“most favored nation” clauses in the two 
countries’ free trade agreement.

China is working on more FTAs with 
other countries, including an upgraded 
version with ASEAN countries.  China 
is also leading efforts to negotiate more 

inclusive free trade agreements such 
as RCEP, or Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnerships.

RCEP, which is comprised of the 
10-nation ASEAN club plus six others 
— China, India, Japan, South Korea, 
Australia and New Zealand — is a 
Beijing-backed trade framework that 
has gained prominence as an alternative 
to U.S. plans.

Also, China is the largest trading 
partner for more than 100 countries in 
the world. It’s hard to imagine China 
being marginalized.

But on a strategic level, TPP poses 
a serious dilemma for Beijing. Rule-
making is probably the ultimate power 
a country can assume in shaping a 
future world in which it ensures its 
position like the U.S. did.  And that’s 
largely why Washington rejected the 
invitation to join the China-led AIIB 
— Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank.  
Then should China join the U.S.-led 
TPP?  China is yet to fully appraise the 
documents of TPP, but it’s safe to say 
it’d be easy for China to embrace TPP 
since it doesn’t seek to replace the U.S. 
as the number one country and respects 
the heavy presence of Washington in the 
Asia Pacific.

Another choice would be to establish 
a system of its own.  China has the 
means and potential to do so.  But 
doing that would go against the Chinese 
principle of not disrupting the existing 
international system, which it benefits 
from.

China’s official response to TPP 
is a bit surprising in its welcoming 
tone.  A Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
said China is open to any mechanism 
that follows the rules of the World 
Trade Organization and can boost the 
economic integration in the Asia-Pacific 
region.  You can also read that as a 
revelation of open-mindedness or even 
self-confidence from Beijing.

So a likely scenario could be 
a pragmatic choice from Beijing, 
depending on the “cost and effect” of 
joining TPP versus staying out of it.

Besides, China is transforming 
its economic pattern from relying on 
export and investment to one focused 
more on domestic consumption and 
service industries.  That means China 
is on its way to becoming not only the 
largest economy but also possibly the 
largest consumer market in the world.  
Therefore, from a long-term point of 
view, can any country afford to overlook 
the number one market in the world? ♦

China and TPP 
By Xu Qinduo, Shenzhen Daily, Oct. 12

Xu Qinduo is a visiting scholar at the 
University of Melbourne, Australia, 
and a senior political analyst at China 
Radio International. 

Hong Kong lost its title as the best 
financial sector in the world to top-
rank New Zealand and Singapore, 
according to the latest report from 
the World Economic Forum.

However, Hong Kong held on to 
being the seventh most competitive 
economy in the world for the 
third year in a row in the 2015-16 
World Economic Forum Global 
Competitiveness report, released at 
the end of September.  Other changes:
• It also maintained its top ranking 
for the highest quality infrastructure 

in the world
• It saw a strong improvement in 
higher education and training, surging 
into 13th place from 22nd a year ago.
• It dropped from first to third place 
in financial market development, 
which was mostly driven by a tumble 
in the trustworthiness and confidence 
ranking, which fell five places.

Fraser Institute, a Canadian think 
tank that has been studying and 
keeping track of this data, still 
ranked Hong Kong as the most 
“economically free” market. ♦ 

Hong Kong’s 
changing financial 
status

A Hong Kong cram school (school 
that trains students to pass school and 
university entrance exams) offered 
a tutor cum student recruiter from a 
rival school HK$30 million sign-on 
bonus and HK$85 million a year.  
Additional perks include up to 65 
percent of all tuition revenue he brings 

in, HK$1 million a year in advertising 
and promotion support from the 
school, to name a few.  Consider: 
HK$1 = US$0.13; Barack Obama’s 
annual salary is US$405,000.

The terms?  He has to recruit 
20,000 students every year for the 
next four years. ♦ 

One Hong Kong tutor 
= 22 Barack Obamas 

News
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Chinese-African race relations, 
good or bad?

Chinese media coverage of the 
recent Ferguson and Baltimore riots 
brought out xenophobic outpourings 
in China’s online community.  Pre-
existing and deep-seated racial attitudes 
surfaced.  Netizens called the blacks 
“out of control,” and a “hidden danger 
to the future public safety of our 
country.”  Another warned, “Black 
people love to make trouble.”  Many 
were written out of a professed concern 
for Guangzhou.

A September 1998 article in the 
Los Angeles Times concluded “Most 
of the population of modern China — 
one-fifth of all the people living today 
— owes its genetic origins to Africa.”

Given their purported African 
ancestry, how do the Chinese view the 
African traders in Guangzhou?

First off, “Africa” in Chinese is “非
洲, fei zhou.”  The first character “非” 
is a negation, translating to “not.”  Not 
exactly auspicious!

The first wave of traders, no doubt, 
was as shocked by their reception by 
the Chinese as the Chinese were by 
the Africans!  China herself had just 
opened up to the world in the late 1970s 
and most Chinese probably had never 
interacted with foreigners, let alone with 
a person with black skin.  Ignorance 
breeds curiosity and misunderstanding.  
Besides being gawked at and becoming 
the topic of discussion, horror stories 
of being questioned on whether they 
thought their skin color was beautiful, 
whether it was dirt or pigment, or why 
they eat each other back on their own 
continent, etc., abound.  And, to be fair 
to the Chinese, misconceptions and 
prejudices existed on both sides.

Needless to say, the most recent 
African arrivals find life in China a 
lot easier than their predecessors who 
struggled with stark discrimination 
and a foreign culture they found hard 
to adopt.  Most find the Chinese very 

difficult to engage with, and thus 
difficult to form friendships.  

For the Chinese, prejudice results in 
mistaken assumptions toward African 
migrants.   Many believe the Africans 
“still can’t run their own countries in 
Africa,” so they feel superior to the 
Africans.

A December 2014 video by France 
24 showed the difficulties of being 
African in a traditionally monocultural 
environment.  Though not all Chinese 
are overtly racist, the clip included an 
African saying when she passed Chinese 
on the street, some instinctively held 
their noses.  Asked why she thought 
that was, she replied, “They’re just 
racist.”  Another scene showed a street 
fight between a Nigerian and a group 
of Chinese.  When the police arrived, 

they went for the African when it was 
obvious he was the one who had been 
attacked.  The African refused to go 
in the police van, claiming he would 
go only if the attackers went too.  The 
commentator mentioned that in such 
cases, “police automatically catches 
the African first because he is black! “

Since love knows no boundaries, 
African-Chinese couples are growing.  
But, interracial marriages are still taboo, 
especially when the Chinese family 
involved has relatives with coveted 
Communist Party memberships.  
However, the number of Chinese-
African mixed marriages is rising in 
Guangzhou.  A 2013 estimate puts the 
number of African-Chinese families 
at 400.  

These interrace families face unique 
challenges in China.  Since residency 
rules and immigration laws tightened, 
there have been a spike in the number 
of Africans staying illegally, raising 
the specter of fake marriages.  In 
China, foreign spouses do not qualify 
for residency unless they have lived 
in China for a minimum of five 
years.  Therefore, many Africans in 
Guangzhou have to renew their visas 
every few months and live in constant 
threat of being separated from their 
families.  Chinese social workers are 
hoping local authorities will make 
the country friendlier to mixed-race 
couples.

Things are not easy for either 
spouse.  Insults, sometimes to their face 
with the assumption that the African 
spouse does not understand Chinese, 
are common.  Some choose to confront 
the “big mouths,” which sometimes do 
result in apologies.  Although verbal 
insults may be hurled, racial violence 
is few and far between.

As one trader puts it, “Unlike the 
West, because [racial discrimination] is 
not hidden, I know what I am dealing 
with.  I can openly talk to people about 
it and help change impressions.

Making matters worse, biracial 
children do not qualify for government-

issued identification documents 
unless they are registered under the 
Chinese mother’s family name.  The 
identification documents are required 
for enrollment in state schools and 
free tuition.  However, this registration 
process makes African fathers fearful 
of losing their parental rights.  Many 

choose not to register their children, 
which results in them having to pay 
school fees amounting to anywhere 
from US$300-$800 per year.  To 
address this issue, the community had 
been trying to start an African-Chinese 
school.  Unfortunately, according to 
parties involved in the matter, short of 
high-level governmental intervention, 
approval will not be granted.

Aside from the constant snub of 
taxi drivers who refuse to pick them 
up (more about this later),  most 
Africans in Guangzhou, in general, 
flourish and report good relations 
with the Chinese.  “Many traders 
feel much more comfortable working 
in China than they do in Europe,” 
reported Roberto Castillo, a Lingnan 
University researcher in Guangzhou.  
An AP journalist who used to be based 
in Africa observed that China’s so-
called discrimination may be similar 
to how its urban residents discriminate 
against its own people from the rural 
countryside for their lack of money and 
manners and not necessarily because of 
the skin color.

So why are Chinese cab drivers 
notorious for not picking up Africans?  
The cabbies say a high number of  
Africans fail to pay for their fares; they 
constantly haggle over the fare amount, 
and their body odor hurt their noses!  
Store owners also have their gripes: 
“They don’t care about style, but it 
has to be flexible, and should wrap a 
woman’s thighs tightly, like a zhongzi 
(dumpling).  The key is it has to be 
cheap!”  Furthermore, the African habit 
of bargaining for discounts annoys 
many Chinese shop owners who  say 
some will order 200 pairs of pants, but 
then only purchase 10, yet insist on 
paying the 200-pair price.  Or, some 
will grab additional merchandise on 
the way out the door without paying for 
them.  So tensions do build.  Witness 
the exchange between a 20-something 
trader and a shop owner: the African 
complained the price of jeans he was 
interested in was too high and threw 
the jeans on the floor as he walked 
out.  Taken aback by the rudeness, 
the storeowner muttered, “痴线黑
佬! (Crazy black guy!)”  In general, 
though, business transactions are 
usually peaceful.  

But to a lot of the traders, their 
attitude is: “I don’t care how you 
Chinese see us; we’re only here to 
make money, and then we’ll go home 
and build a home!”

And to others, life in China is better 
than back in their home country.  In 
some cases, “Chocolate City” remains a 
beacon of hope and a bridge to a brighter 
future, for business opportunities or for 
better living conditions.  

Guangzhou remains the stepping-
stone in their search of their business 
success dream.  And there they will 
land to begin that journey of hope. ♦

“Chocolate City” – Africa in China Part II
By Elaine Dunn

Editor’s note:  Part 1 of “Chocolate City” described the size  and lifestyle of 
the African migrant population in Guangzhou .  You can read it online at www.
chinainsight.info, select “Past Issues (October 2015) under the “Home” tab

Awkward stares are common place for African traders using 
public transportation.



PAGE 6 / Nov–Dec 2015 education chinainsight.info

Students' art 
society earns 
enthusiastic fans
By Hu Yongqi, China Daily, Nov. 9

A Peking Opera society at the Linheli 
Primary School in Beijing’s Tongzhou dis-
trict has found enthusiastic support among 
students and fans across the city at festivals 
where they have performed. 

The school is among those that have 
diversified their extracurricular activities 
by introducing Peking Opera courses in 
cooperation with instructors from private 
organizations, who can help students de-
velop their skills. 

About half of Linheli’s 870 students 
participate in the Peking Opera society, 
which the school funded with money from 
the district’s education bureau and has 
been free of charge to students since it was 
founded in 2011. 

Four Peking Opera fans initially vol-
unteered to instruct the students in the 
vanishing art form.  The school now hires 
teachers from the Chunhui Zixi Children’s 
Peking Opera Theater to provide perfor-
mance training. 

Sun Yunyun, a professional actress at 
the Beijing Peking Opera Theater, trains 
students three afternoons a week.  Students 
have different skill levels, so teachers have 
to individualize the instruction for the var-
ious opera roles, she said. 

Students, who practice on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays have become so 
accomplished over the past four years that 
they won awards in Beijing’s contests.  The 
school performs annually at the Tongzhou 
Lantern Festival Gala, which marks the end 
of the Chinese New Year and celebrates 
family reunions. 

The students’ captivating performance - 
developed through hard work, practice and 
rehearsal - is popular with spectators, said 
Li Yuxia, the school’s deputy head. 

The school’s headmaster Fan Zhixiao 
said that over time, the school began receiv-
ing invitations to perform in cultural events. 

During the 2015 Beijing Foreign Lan-
guage Festival on Oct 24-25, some Peking 
Opera groups of primary and middle school 
students performed at Chaoyang Park in 
Beijing’s Chaoyang district.  The audience 
showed more interest in their performance 
than other English-language contests. 

“Unlike other hobbies such as basketball 
or soccer, Peking Opera needs much more 
patience and practice to get to the top of 
the art form.  It’s rare to see someone who 
can perform the opera, and that’s why our 
students earn awards in events hosted by 
the district and the municipal governments 
of Beijing,” Fan said. ♦

Students with the Linheli Primary School's Peking Opera society practice classical 
theater at the school. Zhu Xingxin / China Daily

Performers from Chunhui Zixi 
Children's Peking Opera Theater stage a 
show in Beijing 

Peking Opera actress Ding Yunyun shows 
a movement to students at the Linheli 
Primary School in Beijing's Tongzhou 
district. Photos: Zhu Xingxin, China Daily

2015 Chinese 
Proficiency Award 
ceremony and 
reception 

[MINNEAPOLIS]  On Oct. 10, the 
University of Minnesota Confucius Institute 
and the Minnesota Department of Education 
hosted the third annual Chinese Proficiency 
Award ceremony and reception.  This event 
recognized more than 500 Minnesota 
students who had successful performances 
on the 2015 Youth Chinese Test, Hanyu 
Shuiping Kaoshi --  universally known as 
HSK Chinese proficiency test, Assessment 

of Performance toward Proficiency in 
Languages and/or the STAMP Proficiency 
Assessment.

Remarks were provided by Consul 
General Zhao Weiping of the Consulate 
General of the People’s Republic of China 
in Chicago; vice president and Dean of 
International Programs, Meredith McQuaid; 
assistant commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Education, Hue Nguyen; 
and executive director of the Confucius 
Institute at the University of Minnesota, 
Joan Brzezinski. 

During the ceremony, selected student 
ambassadors had the opportunity to ask 
questions in Chinese and receive a response 
from Consul General Zhao on the topic 
“Friendship between the United States and 
China.”

Congratulations to all of the award 
recipients and their families! ♦
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Sino-Japanese War Part II: 
The onset of war

The previous offering ended with 
China’s refusal of the Japanese proposal 
for joint action aimed at the reformation 
of the Korean government.  The Tong-
hak Rebellion (동학 농민 운동) of 
1894 had melted away.  There appeared 
to be no need for either the Japanese or 
the Chinese to keep their forces in Ko-
rea.  China, therefore, refused to accept a 
Japanese suggestion that the two nations 
together reform the Korean government.

The Chinese court held that since 
the Japanese government had recog-
nized the independence and autonomy 
of Korea, neither nation could interfere 
with Korea’s domestic administration.  
Seeing that Japan was both keeping its 
troops in Korea also reinforcing them, 
Li Hongzhang (李鴻章), respected Chi-
nese diplomat, told Japan that no discus-
sion of the reform could be discussed 
prior to the departure of Japanese troops.

Japan responded on July 23, 1894, 
by seizing the Korean king, replaced the 
existing government with members of 
the pro-Japanese faction and abrogated 
all prior Sino-Korean treaties.   The 
new pro-Japanese Korean government 
then granted Japan the right to expel 
all Chinese troops and civil officials.  
China rejected the new government as 
illegitimate.

Alarmed, Yuan Shikai (袁世凱), 
China’s resident official in Korea, or-
dered General Ye Zhichao (叶志超) to 
move his troops to the vicinity of Seoul 
and cabled the Chinese Tsungli Yamen 
(總理衙門, China’s foreign affairs of-
fice) for further instructions.  Hoping 
to avoid war with Japan, Li instructed 
Gen.Ye not to do anything that might 
provoke war with Japan.  Li had hoped 
that he could rely upon the United 
States, Russia and Western Europe to 
put diplomatic pressure on Japan to 
withdraw from Korea.  

Recognizing that the situation was 
becoming out of his control, Li ordered 
8,000 additional troops to Korea.  On 
July 25, 1894, the Japanese navy sunk a 
Chinese transport ship, the Gaoxing (高
陞) in the Bay of Asan.  That September, 
Japanese troops surrounded and at-
tacked Gen. Ye’s forces then encamped 
at Yashan in Korea.  War was declared 
by Japan that following August 1.  Chi-
na’s fate in this war seemed predestined 
as Japanese forces had already occupied 
all of the strategic points in Korea.

In Sept. 17, 1894, Japanese forces 
expelled Gen. Ye’s forces from Korea.  
China also suffered a second defeat 
when she lost a naval battle near the 
mouth of the Yalu River separating Ko-
rea from China.  From that point on, the 
remainder of the Chinese northern fleet 
was used only for garrison purposes at 
the port of Weihaiwei in the Shandong 
peninsula, never to leave the harbor 

again.  The Yellow Sea had become a 
Japanese lake.

These defeats for China were fol-
lowed up by the Japanese assault into 
Manchuria in late October of 1894.  
By January and February of 1895, Port 
Arthur in Manchuria was occupied.  
These victories were followed up by 
the Japanese seizure of Weihaiwei in the 
Shandong peninsula on Feb. 12, 1895.  
Japanese troops then pressed further 
into southern Manchuria and northern 
China.  By March 1895 the Japanese 
had fortified posts that commanded the 
sea approaches to Beijing.

On March 23, 1895, Japanese forces 
attacked the Pescadores Islands off the 
west coast of Taiwan.  In a brief and 
almost bloodless campaign the Japanese 
defeated the islands’ Qing garrison and 
occupied the main town of Makung.  
This operation effectively prevented 
Chinese forces in Taiwan from being 
reinforced.  

Subsequently, Li was dismissed from 
office, but he was still allowed to me-
diate with Japan and seek out European 
and American diplomatic assistance.  
In the late winter of 1895, the United 
States successfully urged Japan to show 
some interest in peace negotiations.  At 
first, China sent two officials to serve 
as ministers plenipotentiary to discuss 
the terms for bringing the war to an 
end.  However, the Japanese deemed 
their credentials to be insufficient to 
qualify them as plenipotentiaries.  Then 
in March 1895, the Qing court appointed 
Li to the task.  Accepted by Japan, Li 
arrived at Shimonoseki on March 19.

During the negotiations, Li was 
the victim of an assassination attempt 
by a Japanese fanatic.  Fearing world 
condemnation and threats over this act, 
Japan agreed to an unconditional armi-
stice for 21 days.  On April 17, 1895, at 
the end of the time limit, the peace treaty 
of Shimonoseki was signed.  In this 
treaty, China had to recognize the full 
independence of Korea and her pro-Jap-
anese government.  China also had to 
pay Japan an indemnity of 200 million 
taels.  Past treaties between China and 
Japan were abrogated and replaced by 
new treaties similar to those between 
China and European nations with four 
new treaty ports added.  Finally Japan 
acquired the Liaotong peninsula in 
Manchuria.

Li had tried to use one foreign 
power to check another.  For the most 
part, this policy failed.  One exception 
was his successful attempt to regain 
the Liaotong Peninsula in Manchuria. 
By keeping the other foreign powers 
advised of Japan’s demands during the 
treaty negotiations, Li was able to get 
Russia, Germany and France to force 
Japan to return the Liaotong peninsula to 

China for an additional 30 million taels.  
There was a price China had to pay for 
this European assistance: Russia was 
allowed to lease Port Arthur for 25 years 
and establish a naval base there; Ger-
many secured a position in Shandong 
Province and Kiaochow Bay north of 
the Shandong Peninsula; France secured 
rights in the Kwanghow Bay northeast 
of Hainan Island and England secured 
rights in Weihaiwei.

There was also a subsidiary com-
merce treaty signed by China and Japan 
in July 1896.  In it, Japan gained a new 
privilege never granted to any of the 
Western powers: Japan was allowed 
to engage in trade, manufacture and 
industry in all trade ports in China.  In 
addition, all kinds of machines could be 
shipped to other ports freely after the 
payment of a customs duty.  Finally, Jap-
anese commodities were to be exempted 
from all taxes, a provision that had never 
been demanded by any other foreign 
power.  This last provision dealt the 
Chinese economy a serious blow.  After 
Japan secured this provision, all other 
nations achieved the same treatment.  
The result was to give Japanese and 
Western powers control over China’s 
industry, leaving China no way to de-
velop a prosperous industry for herself.  

Why were the Chinese defeated?  
Three reasons come into view.  First, 
China was plagued by corruption 
throughout the government.  Apart from 
the Dowager Empress using money 
designated for the navy in the 1880s for 
her own personal pleasure, bribery was 
rampant at all levels of the civilian and 
military organizations.  Modern military 
equipment from the western powers 
may have been authorized but, since 
the funds were diverted for personal 
purposes, they were never delivered.  
During this war, China’s military had 
often found itself “bringing a knife to 
a gunfight.” 

Secondly, China lacked an effective 
unification within her civilian and mil-
itary commands.  Factions within each 
administrative and military organization 
frustrated each other.  Although the Em-
press Dowager supposedly had absolute 
power on paper, she had become a mere 
figurehead appointing and removing 
officials.  The Tsungli Yamen supervised 
foreign relations, but this office was 
dependent on advice from the superin-
tendents of trade from the northern and 
southern ports.  Li shouldered responsi-
bility for diplomatic affairs, but he was 
never given the authority to execute 
his policies.  Superintendents of ports, 
grand secretaries, censors, the state 
minister, the vice ministers, governor 
generals and governors often frustrated 
China’s foreign policies. 

China’s financial condition was 

decentralized to the point where inde-
pendent-minded governors could report 
back to the throne that their provincial 
treasuries lacked the funds sought by 
the Empress.

China’s military was equally dis-
organized.  The Naval Office only 
controlled the Northern Fleet.  No help 
could be obtained from the Southern 
Fleet without the prior approval and 
assistance of the superintendents of the 
southern ports whose policies were fre-
quently at odds with those of the Navy 
Office.  The army proved to be even 
more disorganized than the navy.  The 
Ministry of War was a mere decoration 
because most of China’s military existed 
in the form of provincial armies that 
lacked training, organization, coordi-
nation and modern military equipment.  

The third factor behind China’s de-
feat was that China’s old-style concept 
of a kingdom was too feudalistic to meet 
the demands of this crisis.  In China, the 
people and the central government were 
separate entities with little or no direct 
contact.  Too many Chinese officials 
sought personal profit and pleasure and 
were sloppy in attending to their duties, 
stealing from one another and bickering 
among themselves.  Too often, central 
government officials were dependent 
upon the begrudging cooperation of 
provincial and local governments for 
achieving any given assignment.  Japan, 
on the other hand, had modernized itself 
as a single unit commanding its subjects, 
civilian authorities and military forces 
directly.  

One ultimate outcome of the war 
was the loss of the prestige of China’s 
political leadership within the country 
and the gradual emergence of a politi-
cal revolutionary force.  But first, there 
was an attempt at reform during the late 
spring and early summer of 1898.  This 
will be the topic of my next offering. ♦

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English 
at Sichuan University, Welsh was 
asked to give a speech where he 
was introduced to the audience 
as a “pioneer of Chinese American 
relations” as  a  result of his cooperative 
work in international banking during 
the Deng Xiaoping era. For more than 
65 years, Welsh has been learning 
Chinese and has used this knowledge 
both professionally and personally 
to enhance his understanding of 
Chinese and Asian affairs. He 
currently resides in Georgia and 
occasionally lectures on China to 
classes in World History and World 
Literature.

By Pat Welsh, contributor
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12th -18th century Chinese 
lacquer on exhibit at The Met

Lacquer is prevalent in many Asian cul-
tures, but the art of carving lacquer is mainly 
adopted by the Chinese.  New York City’s 
Metropolitan Museum will be exhibiting the 
most important examples of Chinese lacquer 
in the Museum’s collection until June 19, 
2016, as part of its 100th anniversary cele-
bration of  its Asian Art Department, and the 
Year of the Ram.

Lacquer is an amazing material that can 
withstand heat and certain acids.  It comes 
from the sap of rhus verniciflua, commonly 

known as the varnish tree, which is found 
throughout southern China as well as in some 
other parts of Asia.  This sap hardens when 
exposed to oxygen and turns into a natural 
plastic that is resistant to water, making it 
the ideal medium for making serving trays 
and chopsticks, furniture, stationery, musical 
instruments, funeral goods and weapons.  
Mixed with color pigments, lacquer also has 
been used as an artistic media. 

According to a press release, the pieces 
in the Met’s current lacquer exhibit “explores 

the laborious techniques used to create scenes 
based on history and literature, images of 
popular gods and mythical and real animals, 
and representations of landscapes and flowers 
and birds.”

Some works illustrate the carved-lacquer 
technique in which multiple layers of lacquer 
are incised deeply with lush geometric or fig-
ural patterns.  Carved lacquer works require 
years and extraordinary care to create.  Mul-
tiple layers of raw lacquer — often 30 to 35, 
but sometimes up to 200 — are applied onto 
a substructure, usually made of wood.  After 
air-drying, each layer is laboriously carved 
individually.  

The exhibit also showcase objects created 
with techniques using shallower incisions 
inlaid with gold, pigment, or minute pieces 
of mother-of-pearl to create equally ornate 
surface decoration.

Lacquer ware became popular because 
they were bright, light (as compared to 
bronze), easy to clean, had heat insulation 
and corrosion resistant qualities, and could 
be inlaid and painted with many colors.  Red 
lacquer gets its color from cinnabar (powdered 
red sulphide of mercury) and is the most prom-
inent colorant employed in carved lacquer.  
The pigment for black lacquer is carbon.

Lacquer ware shares the rich visual 
language found in ceramics, textiles and 

paintings.  Themes include scenes based on 
Chinese literature and history, mythical drag-
ons and phoenixes, birds and other animals, 
and flowers and plants.  Most of these motifs 
are imbued with auspicious meanings derived 
from longstanding cultural traditions.  For ex-
ample, the peony alludes to spring and denotes 
wealth, while the chrysanthemum symbolizes 
autumn and longevity.  Both flowers frequent-
ly are grouped with lotus and plum to define 
the four seasons.  Another popular visual is 
the Asian flycatcher (shoudainiao), a bird seen 
often in early carved lacquers and is another 
emblem of good wishes for many generations.  
Shou, first character of its name, is a homonym 
for longevity; the second, dai, for generations; 
niao stands for bird.

Considered as luxury articles, lacquer 
ware was often valued on par with gold and sil-
ver, and was created for the Imperial court and 
wealthy elite, as well as scholars.  Although 
known in China as early as the last Neolithic 
period (ca. 5000-2000 B.C.), the production 
of luxury carved lacquer articles only took off  
in the 12th century.  

Exhibit items are from the Irving Collec-
tion and made possible by the Joseph Hotung 
Fund. ♦

By Elaine Dunn

Carved red lacquer plate with birds and hollyhock
14th century
12 3/4in. x 1/8 in.

Black lacquer dish with mother-of-pearl inlay of 
flowering plums and birds
14th century
11 5/8 inc. x 1/8 in.

Red lacquer tray with carved and incised yellow, green and black lacquer
17th century 
12 3/16 in. x 8 11/16 in.

Black lacquer box carved with dragons and clouds
13th century
9 5/8 in. x 3 in.

Black lacquer with mother-of-pearl and gold-foil inlay panel
17th century
9 ft 4 5/8in x 24 ft. 8 1/16 in.
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Tang style paintings by contemporary 
artist Xu Songbo

[HONG KONG]  Xu Songbo’s first solo 
exhibition in Hong Kong, “Tang Style,” 
opens at Fabrik Gallery on Wednesday, Dec. 
2, and continues until Jan. 29.  Collectors 
and art enthusiasts are invited to attend the 
opening and meet the artist.

Tang Dynasty was a period of openness 
and innovation, credited with fostering some 
of the finest art and poetry in the history of 
Han civilization.  Xu’s breathtaking oils take 
a unique tilt on the period’s obsession with 
horsemanship and the hunt.

Xu is not an ordinary artist in any respect 
– his abiding interest in Chinese history, 
especially the Tang Dynasty, have lead to 
him becoming an accomplished horseman 
and archer.  When not riding and practicing 
his archery skills, the artist is a professor 
at the Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, a 
favourite of well-known Chinese collectors, 
and is starting to achieve success at auction.

Xu was born in Henan province in 1971, 
studied Fine Arts at Henan University and 
then earned his Master’s degree from the 
acclaimed China Central Academy of Fine 
Arts.  “I learnt to use both Eastern and 
Western materials, tools, techniques and 
language, and this combination has had 
a powerful impact on my painting style 
today,” he explained.

The artist starts his works with very 
precise sketches, then adds thin layers of 
transparent oil mixed with opaque oil paint 
colours to build the texture.  “I pursue 
thickness through thinness,” says Xu.  “I 
rarely paint more than one work at a time 
– in between painting sessions, I study and 
read, mostly Chinese history.”

Xu’s works have sold at auction in 

Beijing, and are collected by Chinese actress 
Wang Yan, Olympic table tennis champion 
Wang Nan, international horseback archery 
expert Kassai Lajos and others.  The artist 
was jointly commissioned to paint murals 
in the Mausoleum of Genghis Khan, for 
which he received a Gold Medal at the China 
National Art Exhibition. ♦

Archer Xu

Chasing Sunset, 2015
80 x 60 cm
Oil on canvas

Tang Style #4, 2015
120 cm diameter
Oil on canvas

Halloween in China
By Deng Yeechen

On Halloween night, Wang Sicong, 
the son of China’s richest man, blew 
200,000 RMB (approx. US$31,485) 
on foods and drinks in a Beijing club.  
Although all the customers combined 
at a café in Yuxi, Yunnan Province, did 
not spend anywhere close to that amount 
that night, they all seemed to have a 
great time!

The café brought in a professional 
face painter and bands as entertainment 
for all ages.  Pumpkin art as well as 

dressing for the occasion will give any 
stateside pumpkin carver and trick-or-
treater a run for their money!

About Deng
Deng is an American studying Manda-

rin in China.  He first studied in Beijing in 
the 1990s and is now in Yunnan Province 
refreshing his language skills and observ-
ing everyday Chinese life up close.
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First Chinese 
woman to win the 
Nobel Prize 

On Oct. 5, Youyou Tu became the 
newest Chinese added to the illustrious 
list of Nobel laureates.  Forty-four 
years after successfully developing 
an effective cure for malaria, Tu 
was recognized “for her discoveries 
concerning a novel therapy against 
malaria.”  She shares the other half 
of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine prize with two others: William 
C. Campbell and Satoshi Ōmura jointly 
“for their discoveries concerning a novel 
therapy against infections caused by 
roundworm parasites.” 

Tu is the first Chinese scientist who 
spent the majority of his/her career 
in China to win a Nobel Prize in the 
sciences.  She also is the first Chinese 
Nobel Prize winner in medicine and the 
12th woman to win in that field.  And, 
she is the first Chinese woman to win 
the Nobel Prize.

Tu was born in 1930 in the port city 
of Ningpo, Zhejiang Province.  After 
graduating from the School of Pharmacy 
from Beijing Medical College in 1955, 
she joined the China Academy of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine (renamed 
China Academy of Chinese Medical 
Sciences in 2005).  During the Cultural 
Revolution when intellectuals were 
routinely purged and tortured (which, 
ironically, included her husband who 

was undergoing ‘re-education’ in a 
labor camp), she was summoned by 
Chairman Mao.  Mao had instigated a 
secret military project known as “523” 
- the date in 1967when the project was 
set up - to come up with an effective 
treatment for malaria, the disease that 
was killing North Vietnamese soldiers 
fighting in the jungles of southeast Asia.

With a background in research and 
traditional Chinese medicine, Tu was 
handed the daunting task in 1969 to 
head Mao’s project in finding a cure 
for malaria, which was developing 
a resistance to the then go-to drug, 
chloroquine. 

Tu and her team spent two years 
researching ancient Chinese herbal 
and pharmacology texts and Tu visited 
traditional medical practitioners across 
China.  They screened more than 2000 
formulas of herbal extracts before 
zeroing in on sweet wormwood, a 
plant known to Chinese herbalists for 
2,000 years, as the active compound 

to their solution.  She figured out using 
high temperature in the extraction 
process destroyed the active anti-
malaria component.  She redesigned 
a low temperature extraction method  
using ether.  To test the effectiveness 
and safety of the extraction, she and two 
other colleagues volunteered themselves 
for the toxicity study, saying, “The work 
was the top priority so I was certainly 
willing to sacrifice my personal life.”

Between August and October 1972, 
Tu’s team carried out clinical trials in 
southern China where all 31 patients 
recovered from malaria.  The team 
continued to work on purifying the 
extract, resulting in a pure active 
crystalline form, later named artemisinin.

Tu ’s  w o r k  w a s  p u b l i s h e d 
anonymously 10 years after Mao 

founded Project 523.
Besides the Nobel, Tu had received 

many international and national awards 
for her discovery of artemisinin, 
including, to name a few:
• China National Congress of Science 
and Technology’s Award for Progress 
in Anti-malarial Research Achieved by 
Project 523 Scientific Team in 1978 and 
Invention Award in 1982
• The Chinese Ministry of Science 
and Technology’s National Scientific 
Discovery Award” for Anti-malaria 
Drug-Qinghaosu in 1979
• China National Committee of Science 
and Technology’s Top 10 National 
Achievements for Progress in Science 
& Technology in 1992
• Guangzhou Zhongjing Award 
Foundation for Traditional Chinese 
Medicine’s Award for Outstanding 
Achievements in Traditional Medicine 
in 1995
• The Lasker- Debakey Clinical Medical 
Research Award in 2011

In the half-century since her 
discovery, it is estimated that the drug 
had saved millions of lives in Africa 
and Asia.

The rub in all this?  Tu has still to be 
accepted into the elite Chinese Academy 
of Sciences.  After winning the Nobel, 
she said light-heartedly, “I don’t want to 
talk about it anymore.  I don’t want to 
apply anymore.  Let it be that I am not 
a member of the academy.”

Tu lives quietly with her husband 
in Beijing and from time-to-time, 
continues to work on scientific projects.  
She fulfilled the Chinese government’s 
quest for a home-grown, home-educated 
scientist Nobel Prize winner. ♦

By Elaine Dunn

Fan Bingbing 
selected as 
one of the 
world's most 
stylish icons
China Daily, Nov. 3

Chinese actress 
Fan Bingbing has 
been selected to 
represent the style 
of Asia in the latest 
fashion book, “A 
Journey in Style,” 
b y  E l i z a b e t h 

Walker, the former fashion and beauty 
editor of Marie Claire.

The book pays tribute to some of 
the most stylish travelers, outfits and 
luggage that ever graced the venues of 
Britain’s Heathrow airport through the 
ages.  Compared to elaborate dresses 
and bling on the red carpet, what stars 
wear to travel is more relatable to the 
daily lives of the general public.

Fan, known for her forward and open 
attitude towards fashion, is the only 
star from China to have been selected 
as one of the world’s most influential 
style icons.  Aside from letting her own 
personality shine through her choice of 
clothes, Fan has also played a significant 
part in introducing the style of China, 
as well as domestic designers such as 
Christopher Bu, to the world with her 
love of China-inspired red carpet looks.

All seems to be going well for Fan, 
in public and private.  The 34-year-old 
actress was listed as the fourth highest-
paid actress in 2015 by Forbes magazine 
in August.  Her romance with actor Li 
Chen has been going smoothly, with 
rumors of their marriage popping up 
here and there. ♦
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The world’s biggest e-commerce day
continued from page 1

With the growth of e-commerce, Alibaba 
has completely embraced and dominated the 
day.  In 2009, it targeted bachelors with 50 
percent discounts online shopping.  Now, 
it’s just THE annual shopping spree with 
deep discounts for anyone and everyone.  
In five short years, it single-handedly built 
the day into the biggest shopping day of 
the world.  In 2013, the 24-hour shopping 
frenzy reaped sales of US$5.8 billion, more 
than the combined sales of Thanksgiving, 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday of US$3.7 
billion in the U.S.  Last year, sales were 
approximately US$9.3 billion.  BBC 
actually reported that since 2009, year-on-
year sales growth for Alibaba averaged 640 
percent.

This year, Alibaba is co-hosting the 
very first four-hour “Double 11 Gala” with 
one of the biggest TV stations in China.  
The live broadcast will be worldwide on 
the evening of Nov. 10 to showcase the 
deep online discounts.  It has secured 
more than 200 merchants from over 20 
countries to participate, definitely reaching 
out to consumers beyond China, and all the 
merchants are happy to be part of the event.  
Alibaba’s Taobao website had already 
started its online promotions.  The hashtag 
#Double11# is already trending on Weibo  

  Other online retailers such as Amazon 
China and JD.com are also getting in on 
the action.  In all there will be more than 

15,000 brands from around the world 
featured, including retailers Macy’s and 
Costco from the U.S., House of Fraser 
and Sainsbury’s from the U.K., Royal 
Ahold from Netherlands, Woolworths 
from Australia and Countdown from New 
Zealand; as well as P&G, Unilever, and 

other global brands.  In an interview with 
CNBC, Alibaba founder Jack Ma expects 
Singles’ Day to become a global holiday 
within the next five years.   

Besides the shopping frenzy, youth 
generally start Singles’ Day with a breakfast 
of four youtiao – Chinese stick-shaped 
donuts – and one baozi, a stuffed bun, to 

signify the four “1”s and the period in 
between the ‘11’s.  Nowadays, young people 
plan parties, blind dates (a really novel 
concept in China since dating itself only 
began within the past decade) and karaoke 
outings to try to meet new friends to end 
their single-dom.

For those who are no longer single, they 
justify the online buying spree by buying 
gifts for those who are “the only one” in 
their lives!  Chinese consumerism is second 
to none.

If you feel like you’re missing out on the 
action, despair not!  A Chinese-American 
e-commerce site, Dealmoon, is introducing 

the online shopping frenzy to its American 
audience.  Its online vendors have been 
prepped on Singles’ Day promotions.  There 
will be exclusive deals ranging from travel 
packages to beauty products on its site.  
“This is a day for shopping,” said Jennifer 
Wang, Dealmoon CEO, “We are hoping to 
expand it to an American audience.  A deal 
is a deal.”

* The central government ended the 
One Child Policy at the end of October.  
All Chinese couples will now be allowed 
to have two children.
Interesting facts about 
Singles’ Day
• The most popular items sold are clothing 
and accessories, cosmetics and personal 
care, household products, appliances, and 
food and beverage.
• Mobile sales accounted for 42 percent of 
gross merchandise value in 2014, up from 
21 percent in 2013.
• Interestingly, 60 percent of Singles’ Day 
online shoppers are married, and 25 percent 
are single.  
• China’s postal service will ensure that 
goods can be shipped to more than 220 
countries around the world.
• Some retailers start listing Singles’ Day 
prices as early as mid-October; however, 
deposits are only taken and goods shipped 
on the day itself. ♦

 Alibaba’s Tmall portal

China to stop counterfeits 
from being exported
By Zhong Nan, China Daily, Nov. 10

China will take decisive measures to 
stop counterfeits and poor-quality products 
from being exported to Africa, the Middle 
East, Latin America and countries along the 
Belt and Road Initiative regions to ensure 
that the reputation of national brands is not 
smudged, top officials said on Monday.

The government will deploy more 
resources and manpower to increase 
its supervision of daily necessities, 
electronics, cosmetics, garments and 
pharmaceutical products being exported to 

these destinations, and crack down on illegal 
activities like forged export certificates and 
official seals, stealing quarantine clearance 
documents and selling clearance papers.

Chai Haitao, deputy director of the 
Office of the National Leading Group 
for Combating IPR Infringement and 
Counterfeiting, said even though China 
exported $2.21 trillion of goods and 
became the world’s largest goods trader 
in 2014, still, some domestic and foreign 
criminals are collaborating with each other 

to manufacture counterfeits and low-quality 
products for exports to make profit.

“This has not only damaged the interests 
of foreign consumers, but also hurt the 
image and reputation of Chinese products 
in the world market,” said Chai.

The government move is aimed at 
maintaining balanced and sustainable trade 
and boosting domestic manufacturers’ 
global branding, especially under the current 
weak global trade environment, he said.

China will also actively check intellectual 

property infringement and counterfeiting 
in cross-border e-commerce activities, 
as well as strengthen cooperation with 
law enforcement departments of foreign 
countries, including the United States, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan.

The Ministry of Commerce has urged 
economic and commercial counselors 
in more than 140 countries to establish 
specialized teams to protect interests of 
Chinese brands.

Data  showed China has  seized 
counterfeits and poor-quality products 
valued at 1.9 billion yuan ($299 million) 
since 2010.

“A major reason for the frequent trade 
frictions is the low price of China’s goods,” 
said Yu Bin, deputy director-general of the 
department of policy and legal affairs at the 
General Administration of Customs.

“Once the quality of our products is 
improved, prices will go up and foreign 
nations will find it hard to blame China.”

The General Administration of Customs 
has till date unearthed 2,197 cases of illegal 
shipments since April this year. It has taken 
708 law enforcement actions to track and 
seize counterfeit goods with a total value 
of 80.3 million yuan between January and 
October this year.

“Improving the quality will boost the 
reputation of ‘made in China’ products,” 
said Liu Shiyuan, deputy director-general of 
the department of inspection and quarantine 
clearance at the General Administration 
of Quality Supervision, Inspection and 
Quarantine. ♦

A customer holds an iPhone 6 (R) and iPhone 6 Plus at the Apple store on Fifth Avenue after the phones went on sale in New 
York in this file photo taken September 19, 2014. Chinese police cracked down a Beijing-based company which allegedly made 
more than 40,000 fake iPhones worth about 120 million yuan ($19.6 million) in September, 2014.[Photo/Agencies]
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Pearman:  Since their 
current field is smaller, 
o u r  f i r s t  a n a l y t i c a l 
commentary will concern 
the Democrats.  Before we 
begin to break down the 
individual candidates, do 

you feel it would be helpful to contextualize 
the race from the perspective of U.S.-China 
relations?  At least one of the Democratic 
candidates has a long and sometimes fraught 
history with the Communist Party, and an 
understanding of how the race looks from 
the other side of the Pacific could clarify and 
contextualize all candidates’ views.

Wang:   Agree, and 
I feel it would also be 
beneficial to examine 
the two primary mental 
schemas Westerners, and 
public figures in particular, 
use when thinking about 

China.  These two schemas color most - if 
not all - China-related discussions in the 
West, unduly influence public opinion 
through media outlets, and distort the 
policy-making process.  I like to call these 
schemas “panda-hugging” and “dragon-
hunting.”

Pearman:  In other words, arguing for 
closer trade and engagement with China, 
versus leeriness of its growing influence. 

Wang:  Precisely.  In my opinion, both 
of these viewpoints are flawed, in that 
they spring from oversimplifications and 
misperceptions.  I’ll start with the panda-
huggers.  There’s one gentleman I feel 
typifies them: ex-Australian Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd.  I vividly remember watching 
him give a TED Talk  on the virtues of 
closer engagement with China.  This TED 
Talk exemplifies panda-huggers’ dilemma.

Now, Mr. Rudd claims to both speak and 
write Chinese.  To prove this, he produced 
several characters on his iPad.  They 
were real characters, but the calligraphy 
was incredibly sloppy, like something a 
kindergartener might produce.  No Chinese 
person, and no one who truly understands 
the Chinese, would ever publicly display 
characters like that.  To do so would be to 
publicly demonstrate incompetence, rather 
than good faith or engagement, as Rudd 
seemed to believe.  But that clarifies the 
problem with the “panda-huggers.”  They 
believe in trade; they believe in engagement, 
but they attempt both using knowledge that 
is either insufficient or just plain wrong.  
This makes them look dangerously naïve.  

Pearman:  They seem reminiscent of 
the writers of guides on “Doing Business in 
China” who claim that the most important 
thing to do is present your business card 
with both hands. 

Wang:  Exactly, it’s the same mindset.  
And I also feel the dragon hunters have 

the wrong idea about China.  Intelligence 
writers talk about the growing buildup in the 
South China Sea and China’s assertiveness 
on the world stage as signs of war.  They’re 
closely related to the people who claim that 
China is buying up the United States’ debt 
so that it can one day take over the country. 

Pearman:  Our debt being held by China 
is a major concern, according to a recent 
Pew poll . 89 percent of the country feels it’s 
a serious issue, and it’s considered the most 
serious, ahead of job losses, cyberattacks, 
and human rights, among other problems.  

But this doesn’t make a lot of sense.  
According to the Washington Post, less 
than 50 percent of all U.S. debt is held 
internationally.  The Chinese holds less than 
10 percent (though they may have used the 
Belgians as proxies to acquire more ).  And 
there’s no danger that Xi Jinping is going to 
arrive in Washington one day and demand 
payment in full or land deeds to California 
by the end of the month; government debt 
doesn’t work that way. 

Wang:  I blame the media for the 
fact that the public perception of China’s 
American debt holdings is so skewed.  
The Chinese government’s Red Elite isn’t 
interested in taking over America; they love 
America!  They buy property in New York 
and California; they send their children to 
American universities.  Holding debt is 
simply another form of investment, and 
it binds the two countries closer together.  
But “The Chinese Are Buying U.S. Debt!” 
gets more attention than “The Chinese Are 
Investing in America.” 

Pearman:  In other words, the Chinese 
have every reason to hope America stays 
prosperous.  They may try to steer us 
certain ways and gain more influence, but 
they definitely want to see us happy and 
prosperous. 

Wang:  Exactly.  You don’t want to 
destroy your largest trading partner.  And 
this is why I also am skeptical about the 
dragon hunters’ claims of another World 
War in the South China Sea.  Military 
parades, anti-American rhetoric, and the 
Senkaku Islands are stunts pulled for 
domestic consumption.  It’s for the benefit 
of the people, to bind them closer to the 
government. 

Pearman:  I remember during the flare-
up over the Islands last year; I was reading 
about street demonstrations against the 
Japanese.  If the government was willing to 
allow spontaneous popular demonstrations, 
it must have appreciated the content.  And 
it’s also worth noting that the last time the 
People’s Liberation Army went to “war” 
(other than peacekeeping deployments and 
anti-terrorist operations), it was against the 
students in Tiananmen.  

So to sum up what you’ve said, 
Westerners, Americans included, tend to 

discuss, and understand China in one of two 
ways, both of which miss the mark.  They 
either naively try to engage, or they prepare 
for a war that, barring some catastrophic 
blunder, won’t ever happen.  So what would 
be the right approach? 

Wang:  For that, I think you need to 
understand what the Chinese leadership 
wants and values: and that’s consistency in 
business.  The Communist Party of China 
(CPC) has traditionally – ironically – leaned 
Republican, because Nixon “opened” 
China.  Until he died, Nixon was the CPC’s 
favorite “Old Friend of the Chinese People;” 
now that title goes to his Secretary of State, 
Henry Kissinger.  (Kevin Rudd would be 
thrilled to have that title too.)  Also, classic 
Republican rhetoric makes sense to the CPC.  
Republicans talked mutual advantages and 
trade, exactly what the post-Mao leadership 
saw as the path to the future.  Democrats, 
traditionally, spoke of human rights, or even 
brushed one of the Three Forbidden T’s:  
Tiananmen, Tibet and Taiwan.  In 2007, 
when President Carter visited Beijing, he 
wanted to support human rights law research 
in Chinese law schools.  He could not find an 
audience in government or academia, even 
though he was the one who established full 
diplomatic relations with China. 

Pearman:  What’s interesting is that both 
parties, since the 90s, have made free trade a 
major part of their platforms.  George H.W. 
Bush might have originated NAFTA, but it 
was Bill Clinton who guided it to fruition.  
And it was Barack Obama who pushed for 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

Wang:  The Chinese leadership has 
appreciated this sea change greatly.  Put 
simply, whoever wins, they are unlikely to 
lose.  Of course, there are one or two notable 
exceptions in this race ... 

Pearman:  This seems like a great 
opportunity to segue into a discussion of the 
Democrats.  Let’s start with the two front-
runners: Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders.  
Both have some interesting connections to 
China.  Bernie, of course, feels like a blast 
out of the New Deal past, strongly endorsing 
unions (and their accompanying skepticism 
about free trade).  When Hillary Clinton was 
Secretary of State, she endorsed the TPP, but 
she’s come out against it in recent months.  
Moreover, as Secretary and as a candidate, 
she tangled with China several times.

While Ms. Clinton was Secretary of 
State, a human rights activist named Chen 
Guangcheng sought refuge in the U.S. 
embassy in Beijing from persecution by the 
Chinese authorities.  To the CPC’s irritation, 
Clinton eventually negotiated Chen’s move, 
with his family, to the United States.  This 
episode is prominently featured in Clinton’s 
memoir, “Hard Choices.”  Not surprisingly, 
that book is banned in China.  Recently, 
Clinton labeled Xi Jinping “shameless” 

for hosting a woman’s rights summit after 
feminist activists were imprisoned in China. 

So professor, how serious is this?  
And will the CPC be concerned about 
the possibility of Ms. Clinton becoming 
president? 

Wang:  I predict that whatever the CPC 
may say in public, in private, you’d find 
them surprisingly understanding about Ms. 
Clinton (if you could ever persuade them to 
be candid with you, which I doubt!). 

Recall what I said about the CPC’s 
fiery rhetoric.  They may preach against 
America, they may rave against Japan, but 
they have no intention of going to war!  
And they’re likely to view Ms. Clinton’s 
pronouncements in the same way.  Chen 
Guangcheng might have been a bit of a 
poke in the eye, but he never hurt trade.  
Nor will any comments on a few imprisoned 
feminists. 

Pearman:  In other words, they would 
describe Ms. Clinton’s comments as simply 
“sound and fury, signifying nothing,” part 
of the messy but ultimately rewarding 
process of moving another centrist, free-
trade candidate into office?  And they’d say 
Clinton was simply playing to her feminist 
base by bringing up the women? 

Wang:  Precisely.  
Pearman:  I doubt they’re as sanguine 

about Bernie Sanders.  For starters, his 
website (unlike Ms. Clinton’s) explicitly 
denounces current U.S. trade policy with 
China. 

Wang:  Sanders certainly seems like a 
threat to the consistency the CPC value.  But 
then again, the president is only one man. 

Pearman:  That’s true.  And candidates 
with an ambitious platform can hit brick 
walls when they enter office.  For instance, 
when President Obama gained his first term, 
he had a supermajority and a perceived 
public mandate.  His signature piece of 
legislation, the Affordable Care Act, was 
savaged in the process of getting passed, 
had to survive a Supreme Court challenge, 
and all but tore his party apart, leading to 
disastrous losses in the midterms. 

Wang:  This is true.  So I feel that 
the CPC fears the prospect of a Sanders 
presidency, but probably more as an 
annoying and painful hiccup in a stable 
relationship than as a game-changer.  That 
being said, let me emphasize that I feel that 
they do fear him.  He represents a belief in 
real socialism, albeit democratic socialism, 
and a belief in political openness that is 
anathema to the Chinese leadership.  For 
instance, the current legality of “dark 
money” in politics means that it’s perfectly 
possible for the CPC to donate money to 
influence American elections, as well as for 
corporations and individuals who benefit 
from Chinese trade to pour billions into 
each election cycle.  Bernie Sanders strongly 
supports a Constitutional amendment to 
overturn Citizens United, and the polls 
reflect bipartisan animosity toward money 
in politics.  That is only one example of the 
ways a Sanders presidency could damage 
the interests of the CPC. 

Pearman:  Why don’t we take another 
look at the rest of the Democratic field?

continued on page 13   
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Where have all the yellow 
umbrellas gone?
By Elaine Dunn

Before the first Democratic debate, the other 
candidates were Jim Webb, Lincoln Chafee, 
Larry Lessig, and Martin O’Malley.  After 
the debate, both Webb and Chafee with-
drew their candidacies.  Lessig has not yet 
been featured in a debate.

Wang:  I feel like Mr. Webb definitely 
wanted to make China a key issue in his 
campaign, but his methodology was wrong.  
During the recent debate, he shoehorned 
a warning against Chinese expansionism 
into a question about Syria.  It seemed to 
come out of nowhere, and nothing really 
came of it. 

Pearman:  I saw the text of that.  I feel 
that Webb was trying to shift the discussion, 
but it didn’t work.  If he had become a seri-
ous contender in the race, do you think he 
would have given Beijing pause? 

Wang:  I do not think they would be 
very comfortable with the prospect of a 
Webb-kind presidential victory.  Human 
rights criticism from a career politician 
is one thing; containment rhetoric from a 
man who fought (indirectly) against China 
on the ground is another.  However, there 
is no worry anymore; Webb, a potential 
dragon-hunter, is out. 

Pearman  And that brings us to the 
two former governors, Lincoln Chafee 
of Rhode Island and Martin O’Malley of 
Maryland. 

Wang:  Governor O’Malley seems to 
have avoided the China issue entirely, other 
than focusing on encouraging Chinese 
trade.  Governor Chafee’s position can be 
summed up in one tweet: “With China we 
have agreements and we have differences.  

Focusing on the former helps resolve the 
latter.”  This is more panda-hugging gesture 
than policy.

Pearman:  Do you feel Beijing would 
react positively to a presidency by either? 

Wang:  Neither seems intent on rocking 
the boat.  The CPC appreciates this kind 
of attitude. 

Pearman:  And finally, there’s Larry 
Lessig, a professor from Harvard Law.  His 
campaign centers around one thing, over-
turning Citizens United.  He’s at the bottom 
of the polls by far, but there might be a 
future for him as a Sanders running mate.  

Wang:  I doubt the CPC concern itself 
much with Professor Lessig, but at the same 
time, we’ve already established that the end 
of Citizens United would be detrimental to 
their interests. 

Pearman:  So in conclusion, what the 
Chinese government wants is a contin-
uation of trade, and they are willing to 
take a little flak over human rights on the 
campaign trail as long as the money keeps 
flowing once the new President takes office.  
When formulating Chinese policy, it’s im-
portant to reach past the simplistic views of 
“panda huggers” and “dragon hunters” to 
recognize the governing pragmatism at the 
heart of the CPC, and tailor one’s respons-
es accordingly.  Though Hillary Clinton 
has had her spats with China, we feel the 
CPC’s view of her is ultimately positive, 
unlike their probable perception of the 
second-ranked candidate, Bernie Sanders.  
In our next issue, we’ll take a look at the 
Republican stable of candidates. ♦

Dancing with the dragon 
continued from page 12

On Sept. 26, 2014, a group of mostly 
young, hopeful students gathered outside 
the Hong Kong government’s headquarters 
to demand for greater input into the 
election of the next chief executive, the top 
ruling post in Hong Kong, of 2017.  The 
police responded with pepper spray and 
arrested dozens of the demonstrators.  What 
ensued was 79 days of civil disobedience 
that became known as the Umbrella 
Revolution because the demonstrators 
armed themselves with umbrellas as protect 
against police pepper spray and tear gas.

The number of the pro-democracy 
demonstrators grew to hundreds of 
thousands as the government response 
turned ugly.  It was probably the first time 
since June 4, 1989, at Tiananmen Square 
in Beijing that such a large group had 
gathered to call for more political freedom 
from the central government.  The mainly 
peaceful campaign ended in December 
when the sitting chief executive, under 
“instructions” from Beijing, ordered all the 
tents and barricades at the demonstration 
sites dismantled.

A year after the pro-democracy 

campaign, deemed “the most destructive 
movement since the 1997 handover of Hong 
Kong” by the mainland Chinese authorities, 
has there been any changes?  Did the student 
leaders’ efforts achieve anything?

To the  pro-Bei j ing crowd,  the 
campaign’s demand for revising the 2017 
election process of Hong Kong’s chief 
executive did not sway Beijing.  To them, 
the Umbrella Movement: 
• was completely illegitimate
• “wrongly encouraged” the young Hong 
Kongers to believe it was acceptable to 
express their demands by resorting to 
violence
• undermined the governance and rule of 
law in Hong Kong, and
• produced no tangible change - chief 
executive C.Y. Leung is still in office, 
although his popularity had dropped a few 
pegs.

The pro-Beijing camp also believed that 
to calm the angry, disenfranchised youth, 
the government need to establish programs 
that addressed housing and career prospects.  
As a result, the government has indeed 
funded programs to teach entrepreneurship.

For the pro-democracy student leaders, 
their lives definitely had seen changes.  
Joshua Wong, co-founder of the activist 
group Scholarism, the then 17-year-old 
“face” of the “revolution,” has been on the 
cover of TIME magazine.  He also was 
featured as one of TIME’s “most influential 
teens of 2014.”  In June 2015, a few days 
before the 18th anniversary of Hong Kong’s 
return to China, he was attacked on the 
street after attending a movie with a friend.  
TIME reported that Wong felt “there are 
serious safety concerns in the future” for 
activists like himself, and that he needed 
“to care more about my personal security.”  
In terms of the pro-democracy movement, 
he is talking long-term, that Hong Kongers 
need to look beyond 2017 to 2047, when 
the 50-year transition period (from British 
rule to Chinese rule) of “one country, two 
systems” is up.  And, he stresses Hong 
Kongers need to fight for the right to self-
determination, not just focus on election 
reform. 

In August, Wong and two other student 
leaders were charged for their roles in the 
2014 protests.  Wong was charged with 

unlawful assembly and inciting others to 
participate.  Alex Chow, formerly with the 
Hong Kong Federation of Students, was 
charged with unlawful assembly.  Nathan 
Law, the federation’s current leader, was 
charged with inciting others to join an 
unlawful assembly.  They face up to two 
years in prison if found guilty.  All three 
pleaded “not guilty” to their charges at their 
Oct. 30 pre-trial hearing.  If their attorneys 
do not seek a stay of the proceedings, 
their trials will begin end-February.  Three 
others, organizers of the Occupy Hong 
Kong movement, have yet to be formally 
charged by the authorities.

The pro-democracy camp did score 
a mini victory when pro-democracy 
lawmakers defeated Beijing’s election 
package in a June 2015 vote.  Although that 
means the next chief executive nominees 
will be chosen by the same Beijing-
approved 1,200-member committee, it also 
denied giving the election false (universal 
suffrage) legitimacy.

As for the dire predictions of how much 
harm the protests had wrought on Hong 
Kong’s economy, the impact had been 
insignificant.  The city’s colonial laissez-
faire approach had stayed relatively intact, 
being ranked “third-easiest place in the 
world to do business” by The World Bank 
in October 2014.  And in February 2015, 
the city reported its economy grew by 2.3 
percent in 2014.

So, while all the tents and umbrellas 
are gone, and the protests continuously 
trivialized by the pro-Beijing camp, no one 
can deny that the 79 days brought about 
the political awakening of the younger 
generation and gave the generally politically 
apathetic older population of Hong Kong a 
clearer insight into genuine democracy.  
Furthermore, judging from the “I want 
universal suffrage” banners that popped 
up around the one-year anniversary of the 
Umbrella Revolution, the fight spirit for 
election reform has not vanished.  Perhaps 
under new leadership and, as some socialist 
groups suggest, another mass struggle to 
reopen the electoral reform discussion, the 
Umbrella Revolution opened the floodgates 
that may one day lead to changes the 
students sought. ♦
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Xinhua Insight: China’s new five-year 
plan covers home stretch to prosperity

[BEIJING, Oct. 30]-- The Communist 
Party of China (CPC) has decided on the 
country’s course for the next five years, 
targeting medium-high economic growth, 
highlighting innovation and abandoning the 
decades-long one-child policy, after a key 
meeting on Thursday.

The four-day Fifth Plenary Session 
of the 18th CPC Central Committee 
adopted proposals for economic and social 
development in the 13th Five-year Plan 
(2016 to 2020).

The new program is vital for the 
final countdown to reaching China’s first 
Centenary Goal, which, in celebration of the 
100th anniversary of the CPC’s founding in 
1921, is to double 2010 GDP and the 2010 
per capita income of both urban and rural 
residents by 2020, completing the building 
of a moderately prosperous society.

The 13th Five-year Plan, the first under 
the leadership of President Xi Jinping, came 
as the world’s second largest economy is 
adjusting to plateauing growth.

The economy expanded 6.9 percent 
year on year in the third quarter of 2015, 
the lowest reading since the second quarter 
of 2009, but the economic structure is 
improving and fresh economic drivers, 
including the service sector, are rising.

China’s development is still “in a 
period of strategic opportunities,” but 
it is also facing serious challenges from 
various conflicts and risks, according to a 
communiqué released after the meeting.

The country will underpin development 
as a top priority, promote quality and 
efficient development and accelerate the 
formation of a development pattern that 
can lead the economy in the “new normal” 
period, the document said.

China should “highlight innovation, 
coordination, the environment, opening up 
and sharing” to fulfill its economic goals.

“The five key points highlight the 
experience of China’s development and all 
of them aim to achieve the comprehensive 
development of the human being,” said 
Hu Angang, an economics professor at 
Tsinghua University.
Medium-high growth

China will target “medium-high 
economic growth” in the five years and aim 

to achieve its economic goal by ensuring 
more balanced, inclusive and sustainable 
development.

The country will promote greater 
sophistication in its industrial sector and 
significantly raise the contribution of 
consumption to economic growth, according 
to the communiqu”é” .

Experts estimated China must retain an 
annual growth rate of at least 6.5 percent 
in the next five years to reach its goal of 
doubling 2010 GDP by 2020.

The urbanization ratio calculated based 
on the number of registered residents will 
also rise at a faster pace, it said.

The CPC Central Committee also 
discussed modernizing agriculture and 
raising the people’s quality of life.  It is now 
targeting bringing all rural people out of the 
poverty by 2020.

China will face pressure of keeping 
stable growth during the 13th five year.  The 
only solution lies in promoting reforms, said 
Chi Fulin, director of the China (Hainan) 
Institute for Reform and Development.
Innovation

Innovation will be put at core position 
for China’s development in the following 
five years.

Sectors including political theories, 
science, technology and culture need 
to be made more innovative, said the 
communiqué.

The government plans to encourage a 
system that nurtures innovation and sees 
better allocation of resources including labor, 
capital, land, technology and management.

China will continue to encourage mass 
entrepreneurship in the hope that it will lead 
to new technology, the communiqué said.

The Internet will be better integrated 
with traditional industry to drive economic 
growth in the next five years.

The country will also boost the 
development of the sharing economy 
and the big data sector, according to the 
communiqué.

There will be more official moves 
to upgrade the economy into a global 
manufacturing power, cultivate strategic 
industries and modernize the agricultural 
and service sectors.

The government will intervene less 

in price formation, deregulating pricing 
products and services in competitive sectors, 
said the communiqué.
Opening up

The Party reiterated that China continues 
to open itself up to the world and participate 
more in global governance and trade “so 
as to establish a far-ranging community of 
shared interests.”

The country will attract more foreign 
investors by being clearer on the rules that 
apply to them.

The Party has decided on nationwide 
adoption of the “negative list” model that 
clearly states sectors and businesses that 
are off limits to foreign investment.  This 
will help ensure the protection of foreign 
investors’ rights and better allocate their 
funding.

Meanwhile, China keeps promoting 
the Belt and Road Initiative by enhancing 
cooperation with countries and regions 
along the route, and participate in global 
industrial and equipment manufacturing 
cooperation, according to the CPC.

Hong Kong and Macao will see their 
role enhanced in promoting the nation’s 
economic development and opening up.  
Economic cooperation across the Taiwan 
Strait will also be promoted so as to benefit 
more common people, youths as well as 
small and medium enterprises.
End of one-child policy

China will allow all couples to have 
two children, abandoning its decades-long 
one-child policy.  The change of policy is 
intended to balance population development 
and address the challenge of an ageing 
population, according to the communiqué.

The country’s family planning policy 
was first introduced in the late 1970s to rein 
in the surging population by limiting most 
urban couples to one child and most rural 
couples to two children, if the first child born 
was a girl.  The policy was later relaxed to 
say that any parents could have a second 
child if they were both only children.

The one-child policy was further 
loosened in November 2013 after the 
Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC 
Central Committee, with its current form 
stipulating that couples are allowed to have 
two children if one of them is an only child.

Easing restrictions of family planning 
is part of China’s efforts to achieve 
“development for the people, by the people 
and shared by the entire population.”

More effective institutional arrangements 
shall be made to provide all Chinese “an 
elevated sense of being well off,” according 
to the communiqué.

China will extend old-age insurance to 
its full population and implement the critical 
illness insurance system in full scale.

The nation will also strive to improve 
the quality of education, pledging to remove 
high school education tuition for the poor 
students and provide subsidies for them.

The wide-range f ive-year  plan 
also includes measures to improve the 
country’s soft power and a more exacting 
environmental protection system.
Anti-corruption

The meeting also endorsed prior 
decisions to revoke the membership of 10 
former officials, including Ling Jihua.

A former vice chairman of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC) National Committee and head of 
the United Front Work Department of the 
CPC Central Committee, Ling was found 
to have seriously violated political codes 
of conduct and CPC rules, taking advantage 
of his posts to seek profits for others and 
accepting huge bribes.

All the former senior officials were felled 
after graft-busters announced investigations 
into them amid China’s sweeping anti-
corruption campaign.

The communiqué noted that continued 
efforts must be made to fight corruption and 
strictly govern the Party so that officials 
“don’t want to be corrupt, don’t dare to 
be corrupt, and couldn’t be corrupt even if 
they did.”

The Party leadership also recently 
released new disciplinary regulations that 
help the anti-graft drive by listing playing 
golf and gluttony as violations for the first 
time. ♦

Trailblazing Xi-Ma meeting illuminates 
cross-Strait relations 

BEIJING, Nov. 7 (Xinhua) -- Travers-
ing nearly seven decades of vicissitudes in 
cross-Strait relations, Xi Jinping and Ma 
Ying-jeou met and shook hands in Singa-

pore, making Nov. 7 a day to remember for 
Chinese across the Taiwan Strait.

In an unprecedented direct communica-
tion between leaders across the Strait, the 
two exchanged views on pushing forward 
the peaceful development of cross-Strait 
relations in an earnest and profound manner 
during a face-to-face meeting.

The landmark meeting will undoubtedly 
instill more confidence in a bright future 
of cross-Strait relations for compatriots on 
both sides, and proves to the international 
community that Chinese people across the 
Strait are fully capable of solving their own 
issues and jointly contributing to regional 
and global peace, stability and development.

This hard-earned achievement followed 
66 years of cross-Strait history that have 
sailed through military confrontation and 
division to warming ties.

Since 2008, the two sides have signed 23 
agreements.  According to Ma, over 40,000 
students have taken advantage of academic 

exchange programs, and now more than 8 
million tourists travel between the two sides 
each year.  Annual trade is now worth over 
170 billion U.S. dollars.

The future can be foreseen by examining 
the past.  Historical facts have proven that 
tension and confrontation can only bring 
misery while the peaceful development of 
cross-Strait relations is the correct path that 
benefits both sides.

During Saturday's closed-door meeting, 
Xi called for adhering to the common po-
litical consensus of the two sides, referring 
to the 1992 Consensus reached between 
the two sides that endorses the one-China 
principle.

Xi also called for consolidating and 
deepening the peaceful development of 
cross-Strait relations, boosting well-being 
of people from both sides, and working 
together to achieve the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation.

People across the Strait are one family, 

and a traditional Chinese idiom has it that 
a harmonious family is the basis for all 
successes.  As Xi said, the two sides should 
make further efforts to boost exchanges in 
various aspects to benefit people, tighten 
their emotional ties and consolidate mutual 
understanding.

With strengthened exchanges and dia-
logues, mutual trust and efforts to contain 
disputes, obstacles will be overcome and 
further breakthroughs can be achieved.  It is 
sincerely hoped that responsible parties and 
individuals across the Strait will join forces 
to secure a brighter future for the two sides 
and ensure a peaceful and wonderful life for 
cross-Strait people and future generations.

Beijing just embraced its first snow of 
the season.  As the Chinese saying goes, 
heavy snow promises good harvests next 
year.  May the Xi-Ma meeting elevate cross-
Strait exchanges to a higher level and bring 
bumper crops for many years to come. ♦

Xi Jinping and Ma Ying-jeou wave hands 
during their meeting at the Shangri-La 
Hotel in Singapore, Nov. 7, 2015. [Photo/
Xinhua]
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It was a critical time in history and the 
United States and China were allies fighting 
a common enemy: Japan.

Now, on the 70th anniversary of the end 
of World War II, William S. Chen, who once 
was the highest-ranking Chinese American in 
the US Army, says “today the people of China 
and the US have opportunities for cooperation 
in business and culture in peace due in part to 
the sacrifices both sides made in that conflict.”

Chen is a third-generation Chinese Ameri-
can who served as an Army officer for 32 years 
before retiring as a major general, becoming 
the first Chinese American to wear a two-star 
ranking in the Army.  His background and that 
of his father offers a fascinating glimpse into 
the assimilation of a Chinese family in the US 
through the military, the early development of 
aviation and WWII.

Chen’s father, Hong-Mon Chen, was 
born in Columbus, Ohio, and was an aviation 
pioneer who graduated from the University of 
Michigan with a degree in aeronautical engi-
neering in 1932.  He was a pilot for the U.S. 
Mail Service and a U.S. Army Air Corps pilot 
in World War II with the Flying Tigers (the 
14th Air Force).  He later became an airline 
executive and aviation consultant.

Lieutenant General Claire Lee Chennault 
led the Flying Tigers, an all-volunteer service, 
in China before the U.S. entered World War 
II.  When America entered the war, he took 
command of all allied air forces in the Far 
East.  The Flying Tigers, officially known as 
the American Volunteer Group of the Chinese 
Air Force, were formed to help China drive 
out invading Japanese troops.

“The Flying Tigers and General Chennault 
made a major contribution to saving China 
during the war,” Chen told China Daily.  “The 
Chinese people contributed a lot to supporting 
Gen. Chennault and the Flying Tigers.”

Chen said his father served as Chennault’s 
personal liaison officer with the Chinese Air 
Force during the war.  When the war ended, 
Chennault formed CAT (Civil Air Transport) 
that airlifted supplies into war-ravaged China 
using surplus World War II aircraft. Chen’s 
father worked for CAT.

Chen’s father was born in the U.S. while 
he  was born in Shanghai.  Like his father, 
Chen also graduated from the University of 
Michigan, in 1961, and later earned an MBA 
from Auburn University.  He also attended 
the Air Command and Staff College, Defense 
Systems Management College and the Indus-
trial College of the Armed Forces.  In 2014, 
the University of Michigan named him a Dis-
tinguished Aerospace Engineering Alumnus.

Chen has no regrets about pursuing a 
career in the military.

“I was exposed to the military as a young 
child as my father had many friends who were 
in the military,” he said.

continued on page 16

Chen, highest-
ranking Chinese 
American in U.S. 
Army, recalls WWII
By Paul Welitzkin in New York, 
China Daily USA, May 27

Flying Tigers a symbol of 
friendship, then and now
By Joseph Catanzaro, Li Yang, Huang Zhiling and An Baijie, China Watch, Sept. 3

Fighter planes roared overhead, weav-
ing and diving in a deadly dance, filling 
the evening sky with the staccato cough 
of machine-gun fire.  It was 1944, and the 
Japanese air force all but ruled the skies over 
battle-scarred China.

Long Fenggao was 9 years old the day he 
watched the warplanes clash over Yangtang, 
near the southern city of Guilin.  He had lost 
his mother to a Japanese germ bomb four 
years earlier, and he would soon be orphaned 
when another raid would kill his father.

But on that day, his salvation came in 
the form of a squadron of outgunned Cur-
tiss P-40 Warhawks, their noses painted to 
resemble gaping shark jaws.

The Flying Tigers, originally the 1st 
American Volunteer Group, entered the war 
in early 1941 and, for a time, were the only 
thing that stood between the Japanese and 
total aerial supremacy over China.

In the skies over Yangtang, Long said he 
saw a sliver of hope.  And hours later, when 
villagers found an injured American pilot in 
a rice field, he repaid that hope in spades, 
traveling with a group through the night to 
return the airman safely to an Allied base.  
Long guided the way through the darkness 
with an oil lamp.

“All my family died in the Japanese 
bombings,” said the 81-year-old.  “The 
Flying Tigers helped me to take revenge.  I 
regard their families as my family.  I’m hon-
ored to have helped save that injured U.S. 
pilot, even though I never knew his name.”

The Flying Tigers, led by retired U.S. 
Army Air Corps officer Claire Lee Chen-
nault, was set up in Burma (now Myanmar) 
with 100 outdated Warhawks and 99 Amer-
ican pilots and ground crew who had all 
resigned commissions in the military.  The 
squadron later flew from three purpose-built 
airstrips in Guilin.

Using Chennault’s unorthodox tactics, 

which involved attacking in pairs and mak-
ing diving passes at the enemy, the squadron 
destroyed almost 300 Japanese aircraft, 
losing only 12 of their own.

Although technically a mercenary out-
fit, historians believe the U.S. government 
unofficially sanctioned the Flying Tigers 
before war was declared on Japan in De-
cember 1941.

On July 4, 1942, the squadron was 
disbanded and replaced by the 23rd Fighter 
Group of the U.S. Army Air Forces, later 
absorbed into the 14th Air Force, under 
the command of the reinstated Lieutenant 
General Chennault.

According to historian Ge Shuya, by 
1941, China’s fledgling air force had been all 
but destroyed.  The Flying Tigers, which lat-
er expanded to a force of about 3,000 planes, 
helped turn the tide.  “For (one period of) 
199 days, Japan’s 2,452 aircraft bombed 
one city (Kunming in Yunnan province) 465 
times,” he said.  “The arrival of the Flying 
Tigers changed the situation.”

The American airmen went on to destroy 
more than 2,500 enemy aircraft, sink or crip-
ple 45 naval ships and 2.23 million metric 
tons worth of enemy merchant vessels, and 
kill more than 66,700 enemy troops.

 

Flying Tigers veteran David Hayward, 
93, said it could not have been done without 
the assistance of the Chinese.  The retiree, 
who lives in Los Angeles, flew 53 combat 
missions in a B-25 bomber between 1943 
and 1944.

“The first three months, 12 of our 
squadron of 16 airplanes were lost,” he 
said.  “They were lost either by Japanese 
attacks, or anti-aircraft fire from the ground, 
or simply crashing into a mountain.  I had a 

lot of close calls.”
The help from Chinese allies was vital, 

he said.  “We had something called the 
Chinese net, an early warning system, main-
tained by the Chinese.  They would warn us 
when enemy airplanes were approaching, so 
we could put our planes in the air.

“Some of the crews were able to bail 
out or make crash landings (after they were 
shot down), and we had several cases in 
our squadron where men had to bail out 
of their airplane and were helped back to 
friendly lines by the Chinese.  It was very 
reassuring.”

Today, on the site of Yangtang airport, 
which was built in 1942 for Allied air mis-
sions, stands a 42-acre heritage park hon-
oring the squadron.  Funded by the Flying 
Tigers Historical Organization (FTHO), a 
nonprofit group based in California, the area 
comprises a museum, a cave command post 
on a nearby mountain, a barracks, hangars 
and landing strips.

Local villagers, governments and the 
FTHO have donated hundreds of relics to 
the museum, while a C-40 transport plane, 
the dominant model used by the U.S. Air 
Force in the Pacific theater, is expected to 
go on permanent display soon.

“The park is an important beginning to 
educate people and their children about the 
history of a time when two peoples fought 
together for a common goal, and about the 
heroes,” said Maj. Gen. James Whitehead, 
chairman of the FTHO.  “Recalling the 
history of when the people of China and 
the U.S. fought evil side by side is of great 
importance.”

Among the dignitaries at the opening 
ceremony for the park on March 28 was 
Vice Premier Liu Yandong, who during 
a diplomatic exchange in 2011 presented 
Hillary Clinton, then the U.S. secretary of 
state, with a photograph of Liu’s father, Liu 
Ruilong, with a Flying Tigers pilot he had 
helped save.

As a young man fighting against the 
Japanese, Liu’s father joined in a mission 
to rescue five American flyboys after their 
plane was shot down.  Several soldiers died 
in the operation.

Upon receiving the gift, Clinton, now a 
2016 presidential hopeful, reportedly said 
she would hang the picture on the wall of 
her office as a reminder of the historical ties 
that bind the U.S. and China.

Nell Calloway, Chennault’s granddaugh-
ter and director of the Chennault Aviation 
and Military Museum in Louisiana, recently 
launched an exhibition on the extraordinary 
achievements of the Flying Tigers com-
mander.

Quoting her grandfather’s memoir, she 
said it had been his dream that the squadron 
would “always be remembered on both sides 
of the Pacific as the symbol of two great 
peoples working toward a common goal in 
war and peace.”

She said greater knowledge about the 
wartime U.S.-China alliance could help lead 
to lasting peace and friendship.

Hayward, the Flying Tigers veteran, 
agreed and added: “We continually asked 
ourselves when we were over there, ‘Are 
we really doing any good for anybody?’  I’m 
really pleased we were able to do something 
useful to help people.  I certainly advocate 
lasting peace between our countries.” ♦

Lieutenant General Claire Chennault (left), commander of the U.S. 14th Air Force, 
explains flying techniques to pilots at Kunming airport in Yunnan province in 1944. 
PHOTOS BY XINHUA

Members of what was originally the 1st 
American Volunteer Group, better known 
as the Flying Tigers, gather for a group 
photo at Zhijiang airport in Hunan prov-
ince during World War II. PHOTOS BY 
XINHUA

Flying Tiger nose art
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Performances followed the talks and 
began with the Prelude, “The Spirit of 
China,” followed by three parts:“The Roar 
of the Yellow River,” “Fighting for China” 
and finally, “Towards Peace.”
There also were 11 different performances 
by the hundreds of performers that included 
children, senior citizens, various choral 
groups, dance groups, singers and musicians 
from throughout the Chinese community. 
All the performers were at the top of their 
game and the lighting, graphics, staging 
and acoustics, while simple in presentation, 
provided a dramatic and evocative setting for 
each performance.  The only disappointment 
for the audience was when the program 
concluded - it just ended too soon!  As all 
the participants gathered onstage for their 
final curtain call, they were bestowed with 
a well-deserved outpouring of appreciation 
by the audience.
Celebratory reception

The day following the Voice of Peace 
performance, the event organizers held a 
celebration reception at the Gramercy Park 
Community Room in Richfield, Minn., 

that was attended by the many volunteers, 
performers, donors and supporters of the 
event.  Again, Vincent Mar welcomed the 
group and then introduced Consul General 
Zhao Weiping, who thanked everyone for 
a spectacular performance, and who was 
so moved that he donated 43 bottles of red 
wine for the reception!

The celebratory reception afforded the 
invited guests time to mingle and visit before 
the start of the program and a delicious lunch 
catered by Grand Szechuan Restaurant.  The 
organizers made it a point to recognize all 
of the participants that made Voice of Peace 
possible and awarded numerous gifts and 
certificates of recognition/appreciation, 
ending the program with a champagne toast.

There is no doubt that all  were 
extremely satisfied with the Voice of 
Peace commemoration.  This writer had 
the opportunity to visit with participants 
during the reception and got some of their 
personal insights.  Consul General Zhao 
commented that although he had attended 
similar commemorations in Chicago and 
Indiana (his consulate covers nine states), 

he was most impressed with the Twin Cities 
event as it touched his heart and was very 
professionally done.  

This was quite evident the evening 
of the performance when Zhao gave the 
performers a standing ovation.  Maj. Gen. 
Chen and Chennault Calloway again both 
stated that they felt sharing this history with 
younger generations is important.  I heard 
many comments such as “I learned a lot 
of history and it was entertaining.”  It also 
was observed that this was the first time 
that the three major local Chinese dance 
groups appeared on the same stage in the 
Twin Cities.

Quite an accomplishment for an event 
put together by volunteers. “We’re all 
volunteers, and we’ve been working on 
this for almost a year,” said Christina Deng 
Morrison, one of the organizers.  “This 
is a really meaningful opportunity for the 
Chinese community to reach out to the larger 
community.”

See additional articles on Maj. Gen. 
William Chen and Flying Tigers. ♦

Chen, highest-
ranking Chinese
continued from page 15

The mil i ta ry  provides  excel lent 
training and the opportunity to demonstrate 
leadership.  Usually the military places you 
in a supervisor’s role early in your career.  
Advancement is a relatively straight forward 
process.  You are evaluated and judged on your 
effort and contribution.”

Chen said he would encourage Chinese 
Americans to consider a military career.  
“Being in the Army is a lot like being on a 
sports team,” said Chen.  “You have to prove 
yourself with performance and earn respect 
from your teammates.”

He acknowledges that racism can 
sometimes occur in the military as it does in 
other workplaces.

“I believe that when someone enters the 
Army they should understand its tradition 
and culture. In the Army it’s very important 
to establish relationships with your peers and 
supervisors. If stereotyping or some other type 
of incident occurs, you must understand it’s 
based upon ignorance. Both parties have to 
work together as members of a team,” he said.

Voice of Peace commemoration
continued from page 1
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